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JOHN  FORREST  brought  to  the  active  work 
of  life  an  equipment  that  was  a  heritage  from  a 
sturdy  Scotch  ancestry,  a  tireless  industry,  an 
appreciation  of  the  worthwhile  ends  of  life,  and 
a  substantial  dependability.  Fortunate  circum¬ 
stances  never  figured  in  his  career.  Those  ma¬ 
terial  rewards  that  came  to  him  were  well  and 
fairly  earned,  and  the  stream  of  regard  and  re¬ 
spect  that  flowed  to  him  from  his  associates  had 
its  source  in  their  admiration  for  his  many  ex¬ 
cellencies  of  character,  for  a  personality  in  which 
human  frailties  figured  so  little.  The  following 
paragraphs  contain,  in  addition  to  the  review  of 
his  work,  the  official  and  private  words  of  eulogy 
of  his  colleagues. 

Forrest  arms  are  as  follows : 

Arms — Argent,  on  a  mount  in  base  three  oak 
trees,  all  proper. 

Crest — An  oak  tree  proper. 

Motto — Vivant  dum  virent.  (They  live  as  long 
as  they  are  green.) 

Mr.  Forrest’s  parents  were  John  and  Ann 
(Wright)  Forrest,  natives  of  Scotland,  who  made 
their  home  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  in  1845,  rear¬ 
ing  a  family  of  six  children  in  which  John  was 
the  eldest  son.  He  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  Feb¬ 
ruary  8,  1851,  and  obtained  a  practical  business 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city,  en¬ 
tering  the  law  offices  of  Edwin  C.  Deleven,  when 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  continuing  a  student 
there  until  1868.  At  this  time  he  went  to  Falls 
Brook,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  found  employment 
as  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Falls  Brook  Coal 
Company,  there  remaining  until  1875,  in  which 
year  he  became  paymaster  for  the  Buffalo  Coal 
Company  at  Qermont,  McKean  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  One  year  here  was  followed  by  service  in 
Buffalo,  New  York,  with  the  same  company  as 
bookkeeper,  and  in  January,  1877,  he  located  in 
Smethport,  McKean  County,  Pennsylvania.  This 
was  the  move  that  determined  the  future  course 
of  his  life,  and  he  entered  the  law  and  land  office 
of  Byron  D.  Hamlin,  this  field  of  endeavor  occu¬ 
pying  him  until  his  death.  In  September,  1879, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of  law  and  became 
a  member  of  the  McKean  County  Bar  Associa¬ 


tion.  From  the  time  of  his  coming  to  Smethport 
his  interests  steadily  widened,  and  he  gained  a 
position  in  the  community  that  was  in  itself  a 
tribute  to  his  ability  and  personal  popularity.  He 
was  a  director  of  the  Hamlin  Bank  and  Trust 
Company,  vice-president  of  the  Coudersport  & 
Port  Allegany  Railroad,  and  a  director  of  the 
Smethport  Water  Company.  Mr.  Forrest  was 
also  a  member  of  the  executive  board  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Council  of  Defense  and  Committee 
of  Public  Safety.  The  following  estimate  of  his 
personal  worth  from  the  pen  of  one  of  his  long¬ 
time  friends,  Sheridan  Gorton,  Esq.,  is  one  to 
which  the  wide  circle  of  his  acquaintances  heartily 
subscribe : 

No  community  has  ever  experienced  greater  loss 
or  felt  deeper  grief  at  the  passing  of  its  citizens 
than  has  ours  in  the  death  of  John  Forrest.  Have 
known  him  intimately  for  over  forty-one  years. 
He  has  lived  with  us  during  all  that  time.  His 
uniform  courtesy,  kindness  and  charity  is  well 
remembered  by  all.  Starting  early  in  life  in  busi¬ 
ness,  his  untiring  industry,  honesty,  executive  abil¬ 
ity  and  knowledge  of  men  and  business  methods 
have  brought  to  him  success. 

No  enterprise  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of 
this  borough  has  ever  been  advanced  but  had  his 
strong  and  hearty  support,  not  only  in  words,  but 
deeds.  The  call  for  individual  as  well  as  public 
welfare  have  brought  forth  his  earnest  efforts. 
Notwithstanding  his  many  and  varied  business 
interests,  he  was  always  ready  and  willing  to  listen 
to  the  call  of  others  for  help,  comfort,  sympathy 
and  advice,  and  was  vigilant  in  his  works  of  help 
and  cheer.  With  a  wonderfully  clear  mentality  he 
could  ever  easily  grasp  the  great  affairs  of  life, 
and  with  calmness  and  consideration  act  upon  them 
for  others  as  well  as  for  for  himself.  I  know  of 
no  man  with  whom  I  better  enjoyed  consultation 
and  companionship,  and  we  shall  miss  him  as  one 
highly  respected  and  best  loved. 

Mr.  Forrest  married,  August  1,  1878,  Mary 
Holmes  Hamlin,  doughter  of  Byron  D.  and  Har¬ 
riet  (Holmes)  Hamlin  (see  Hamlin  sketch,  VII) 
and  their  children  were  as  follows:  1.  Helen,  died 
February  19, 1918;  she  married  Arthur  W.  Mitchell, 
of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  had  two  chil¬ 
dren,  John  Forrest  and  George  Warren.  2. 
Ruth,  married  (first)  E.  T.  Newman,  (second) 
Lincoln  Green.  There  were  three  children  of  her 
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first  marriage,  Jerome,  Philip,  and  Marion;  one 
of  her  second,  Mary  Lincoln,  her  home  in  Smeth- 
port,  Pennsylvania. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  by  the 
executive  board  of  the  Pennsylvania  Council  of 
National  Defense  and  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
McKean  County  branch,  August  23,  1918: 

Whereas,  John  Forrest  was  untiring,  zealous 
and  truly  loyal  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coun¬ 
cil  of  National  Defense  and  Committee  of  Public 
Safety,  and  faithfully  performed  his  patriotic 
duties  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board  of 
the  McKean  County  Branch  of  said  Council  and 
Committee;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  desire  of  the  members 
of  said  Executive  Board  to  render  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  our  deceased  fellow-citizen.  Keen  and 
talented  of  mind,  sympathetic  and  true  of  heart, 
richly  endowed  with  the  attributes  of  character  of 
the  true  Christian  gentleman,  John  Forrest  always 
faithfully  fulfilled  his  responsibilities  to  beloved 
companions,  to  friends,  to  the  community  in  which 
he  lived  and  to  his  country  which  he  loved  with 
the  devotion  of  a  patriot.  His  memory  will  endure 
like  the  breath  of  the  flowers,  which  he  loved. 

The  official  sentiment  of  the  Hamlin  Bank  and 
Trust  Company  was  expressed  in  a  communica¬ 
tion  by  the  president,  worded  as  follows: 

Whereas,  John  Forrest,  a  director  of  this  com¬ 
pany,  was  called  from  the  scene  of  his  earthly 
labors  and  achievements,  August  13,  1918;  and, 

Whereas,  As  one  of  the  five  incorporators  of 
the  Hamlin  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  and  one  of 
the  directors  from  the  beginning  of  corporate  busi¬ 
ness,  March  17,  1902,  and  the  first  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  die;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  company,  through  its  Board 
of  Directors,  in  profound  sorrow  at  his  death, 
give  expression  of  the  loss  it  has  sustained  in  the 
passing  from  our  midst  of  John  Forrest,  and  of  its 
recognition  of  his  high  Christian  character,  his 
recognized  ability,  and  invaluable  services  to  this 
company. 

Resolved,  That  to  his  family,  bereaved  of  his 
kindly  and  manly  presence,  we  extend  our  pro- 
foundest  sympathy  and  join  with  them  in  the  sat¬ 
isfaction  of  our  memory  of  his  attainments,  benev¬ 
olences  and  achievements. 

The  committee  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Coudersport  &  Port  Allegany  Railroad  Company 
made  official  recognition  of  Mr.  Forrest’s  services 
in  this  manner,  their  report  being  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  board: 

The  late  John  Forrest  was  identified  with  your 
company  from  its  organization,  from  that  date  he 
was  always  interested  in  its  development  and 
success. 


His  advice  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  interests 
of  the  company  was  sought  and  freely  given  for 
its  general  good. 

His  death,  especially  at  this  troublesome  time  in 
the  railroad  situation,  is  keenly  felt. 

To  us  he  represented  a  high  ideal,  as  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity  and  a  true  friend.  In  his  death 
the  Coudersport  &  Port  Allegany  Railroad  has  lost 
one  of  its  ablest  directors. 

It  is  fitting  that  we  should,  in  our  official  char¬ 
acter,  express  our  individual  sorrow  for  the  loss 
to  his  association,  to  his  family  and  the  community 
at  large,  by  spreading  on  these  records  our  tokens 
of  respect  and  regret. 

References— “Hamlin  Genealogy.”  “Delano  Ge¬ 
nealogy.”  “Richmond  Genealogy.”  “History  of 
Oxford,  New  York.”  “Holmes  Genealogy.”  Fam¬ 
ily  Data. 


BYRON  D.  HAMLIN — Few  names  are  found 
that  have  greater  or  more  honorable  antiquity  than 
that  of  Hamlin,  which  has  been  associated  with 
great  affairs  both  in  the  United  States  and  in 
England  during  historical  times,  and  which  has 
a  continental  origin  exceedingly  remote.  There 
are  two  different  theories  with  regard  to  its  deri¬ 
vation,  the  authority,  Bardsley,  giving  it  as  a 
derivative  from  “the  son  of  Hamo”  or  (French) 
“Hamon,”  which  would  place  it  in  the  large  class 
of  patronymics  which  have  come  originally  from 
given  names.  The  other  theory  is  that  it  took 
its  rise  in  the  German  city  of  Hamlin,  where  some 
remote  ancestor  is  supposed  to  have  dwelt.  How¬ 
ever  this  may  be,  it  has  existed  in  France  from 
an  extremely  early  time,  and  there  is  practically 
no  doubt  that  it  was  introduced  into  England  by 
a  follower  of  William  the  Conqueror,  as  it  is 
found  in  the  roll  of  Battle  Abbey.  During  early 
times  it  appears  under  various  spellings,  such  as 
Hamlin,  Hamlyn,  Hamelin,  Hamblen,  Hamelyn, 
and  many  other  forms. 

Hamlin  arms  are  as  follows : 

Arms — Gules,  a  lion  rampant  ermine  ducally 
crowned  or. 

Crest — Seven  arrows,  points  upward,  proper. 

It  is  interesting  to  realize  that  the  name  was 
introduced  into  the  New  World  both  by  English 
and  French  immigrants,  as  we  find  it  existing  in 
Quebec,  Canada,  among  the  families  of  French 
descent  there,  as  well  as  in  the  United  States,  and 
it  has  played  a  very  uncommon  part  in  the  early 
history  of  our  country,  as  well  as  since  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  the  United  States  as  a  nation,  and 
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to  reinforce  General  Washington,  who  was  at 
that  time  conducting  the  campaign  in  New  Jersey. 
It  saw  action  at  the  battle  of  Long  Island  and 
was  afterwards  at  White  Plains,  remaining  in 
active  service  until  December  25,  1776,  when  their 
time  expired. 

Captain  Nathaniel  Hamlin  was  twice  married, 
the  first  time  at  Sharon,  Connecticut,  to  Lucy  Fos¬ 
ter,  born  in  1740,  and  died  January  5,  1785,  and 
the  second  time,  in  1786,  to  Deborah  St.  John,  born 
May  15,  1763,  a  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Deborah 
(Ryse)  St.  John.  Captain  Hamlin's  own  death 
occurred  at  Sharon  Village,  Connecticut.  By  his 
two  marriages  he  was  the  father  of  twenty-two 
children,  the  largest  family  that  is  recorded  in  any 
generation,  those  by  his  first  wife  being  as  follows  : 
1.  Mason,  died  in  infancy.  2.  Sylphia,  born  in 
1765 ;  married  at  Amenia,  New  York,  January  14, 
1788,  John  Hanchett,  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
3.  Cynthia,  born  in  1768,  died  August  26,  1859; 
married  John  Palmer,  of  Ashford.  4.  Mason  (2), 
died  young.  5.  Lucy,  born  in  April,  1771,  died 
January  13,  1859;  married,  at  Sharon,  November 
28,  1792,  Elihu  Coleman,  born  in  Hebron,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  May  23  1762,  and  died  July  27,  1825.  6. 
Nathaniel,  born  in  1773;  an  attorney,  and  also 
carried  on  a  tanning  business.  7.  William,  born 
in  1775,  died  October  22,  1778.  8.  Alanson  F., 
born  in  1778,  died  in  October,  1839;  married  (first), 
April  6,  1808,  Mary  Warner,  and  (second)  Amanda 
Lyman,  of  Sharon.  9.  Asa,  of  whom  further.  10. 
Arcillus,  born  in  1782;  was  a  teacher  and  cabinet¬ 
maker  at  Newton,  Connecticut,  where  his  death 
occurred  January  14,  1826.  11.  Loren,  born  in 

1784;  a  farmer  at  Rupert,  Vermont,  where  he 
married  Lydia  Baker,  and  died  November  15,  1848. 
Captain  Hamlin’s  children  by  his  second  wife  were 
as  follows:  12.  Julia,  bom  in  1787,  died  in  1818. 
13.  Erastus,  bom  March  23,  1789.  14.  Betsey, 
born  in  1791,  died  May  9,  1800.  15.  Richard,  born 
June  1  1794  16.  Philo,  born  in  1796.  17.  Fran¬ 
cis,  born  in  1798,  and  died  at  sea  in  1819.  18. 

Sarah,  born  in  1799.  19.  Laura,  born  in  1801.  20. 
John,  born  September  4,  1802.  21.  Elizabeth,  bom 
in  1804.  22.  Timothy  St.  John,  born  in  1806. 

(VI)  Dr.  Asa  Hamlin,  son  of  Captain  Nathaniel 
and  Lucy  (Foster)  Hamlin,  was  born  March  30, 
1780,  at  Sharon,  Connecticut.  It  was  during  his 
life  that  the  Hamlins  first  removed  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  but  they  stopped  at  various  places  before 
finally  settling  at  Smethport,  with  which  com¬ 
munity  they  have  been  associated  so  intimately  for 


so  long.  Dr.  Hamlin  removed  from  Connecticut 
to  Fairfield,  New  York,  in  the  year  1814,  when  he 
was  a  young  man  of  thirty-four  years  of  age,  and 
had  already  taken  up  the  profession  of  medicine. 
From  Fairfield  he  went  to  Salem,  Pennsylvania, 
and  remained  there  until  1833,  when  he  finally 
came  to  Smethport.  His  death  occurred  in  that 
place  September  8,  1835,  only  two  years  later. 
His  childhood  and  early  youth  were  spent  on  his 
father’s  farm,  and  during  this  time  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  occupation  that  was  common  to  the 
farmer’s  boy  of  that  day,  while  his  training  was 
according  to  the  typical  Puritanic  regime.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  local  public  school  where,  by  dint  of 
persistent  application,  he  possessed  himself  of  a  far 
better  education  than  the  average  among  his  fel¬ 
lows.  Eventually  he  began  the  study  of  medicine, 
and  for  a  time  practiced  it  in  his  native  region. 
His  migration  had  already  been  reported,  and  he 
became  very  well  known  in  the  part  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  where  he  practiced.  He  was  a  Federalist  in 
politics,  and  a  Presbyterian  in  religion. 

Dr.  Hamlin  married,  December  26,  1802,  at 
Sharon,  Connecticut,  Asenath  Delano,  a  native  of 
that  town  born  April  6,  1780,  the  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Huldah  (Doty)  Delano.  (See  Delano 
VI).  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Orlo  Jay,  born  December  2,  1803,  at 
Sharon,  Connecticut;  married,  January  13,  1828, 
Orra  Lucinda  Cogswell  of  Griswold,  Connecticut; 
he  died  at  Smethport,  Pennsylvania,  February  13, 
1880.  2.  Eliza  Maria,  born  October  31,  1806,  at 
Sharon;  married,  December  16,  1827,  James  Mad¬ 
ison  Noble,  of  Sterling  Pennsylvania.  3.  Edward 
W.,  born  January  n,  1809,  at  Fairfield,  New  York, 
died  in  early  youth.  4.  William  Edward  born  June 
7,  1811,  at  Fairfield,  New  York,  died  at  Ster¬ 
ling,  Pennsylvania,  January  7,  1888,  where  he  had 
been  engaged  in  business  as  a  merchant  and  lum¬ 
berman,  and  held  the  office  of  postmaster.  5. 
Asenath  Jeanette,  born  August  27,  1817,  at  Salem, 
Pennsylvania;  married,  at  Smethport,  September 
10,  1840,  the  Rev.  Moses  Crow,  of  Geneva,  New 
York,  where  she  died  October  20,  1843.  6.  Asa, 
Darwin,  born  February  16,  1820,  at  Salem,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  ;  married  Viola  Chapin,  of  Chenango 
County,  New  York,  and  died  at  Smethport  Feb¬ 
ruary  2,  1880,  where  he  had  been  a  surveyor  and 
civil  engineer.  7.  Byron  Delano,  of  whom  further. 

(VII)  Byron  Delano  Hamlin,  son  of  Dr.  Asa 
and  Asenath  (Delano)  Hamlin,  was  bom  at  Shes- 
hequin,  Pennsylvania,  May  7,  1824.  He  was  nine 


10 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


years  of  age  when  the  family  came  to  Smethport, 
McKean  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  education, 
begun  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  was  continued  until 
his  eleventh  year  in  his  new  home.  The  active 
work  of  life  began  for  him  at  that  time,  and  the 
first  remunerative  employment  in  which  it  is 
known  that  he  engaged  was  the  peeling  of  hem¬ 
lock  bark  from  fallen  trees,  the  bark  then  being 
disposed  of  in  the  trade.  Shortly  afterward  he 
was  designated  as  mail  carrier  between  Smeth¬ 
port,  Pennsylvania,  and  Olean,  New  York,  receiv¬ 
ing  a  wage  of  seventy-five  cents  for  two  trips 
per  week,  compensation  that  certainly  could  not 
be  called  excessive.  His  trip  would  have  been  diffi¬ 
cult  for  a  grown  man,  and  for  a  boy,  particularly 
during  the  hard  winters  prevailing,  they  often  con¬ 
stituted  severe  hardship,  all  of  which  he  endured 
uncomplainingly  as  part  of  his  preparation  for 
more  responsible  duties.  During  this  period  he 
studiously  followed  a  course  of  reading,  and  ac¬ 
quired  possession  of  a  -  collection  of  books  of 
substantial  value.  As  opportunity  offered  he  at¬ 
tended  school  for  a  few  weeks  at  a  time,  and  it  is 
a  remarkable  fact  that,  despite  the  disadvantages 
with  which  he  had  to  contend,  he  was  qualified  for 
a  teacher’s  position  when  but  sixteen  years  of  age. 
The  school  to  which  he  was  assigned  was  at  Mar¬ 
vin  Creek,  and  his  three  months’  contract  provided 
for  a  salary  of  ten  dollars  per  month  and  board, 
the  meagre  sum  thus  obtained  being  placed  by  the 
youth  toward  a  fund  for  further  education.  Event¬ 
ually  he  enrolled  at  Allegheny  College,  and  for 
about  eighteen  months  was  a  student  there.  He 
then  returned  to  Smethport  to  form  a  partnership 
with  his  brother,  Orlo  J.  Hamlin.  For  a  year  this 
association  continued,  Mr.  Hamlin  studying  law 
under  the  tutorship  of  his  brother,  and  in  1846 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  McKean  County 
bar.  Legal  matters  pertaining  to  land  and  land 
titles  won  him  as  a  devoted  student  from  the  first, 
and  his  tireless  pursuit  of  this  special  branch 
made  him  an  admitted  authority  on  subjects  re¬ 
lated  thereto,  his  preeminence  in  this  field  ac¬ 
knowledged  over  a  wide  territory.  In  1855  he  ac¬ 
cepted  an  agency  for  Keating  &  Company,  an 
organization  which  at  that  time  owned  about  three 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  in  McKean,  Pot¬ 
ter,  Cameron,  Clinton  and  Clearfield  counties,  this 
association  continuing  for  almost  thirty  years. 
At  the  end  of  this  time  Mr.  Hamlin  purchased 
what  remained  of  these  vast  holdings  and  con¬ 
ducted  the  business  with  little  change  under  the 


name  of  Byron  D.  Hamlin,  Henry  Hamlin  and 
John  Forrest.  His  practice  of  law  had  continued 
during  all  this  time,  and  his  rise  to  power  in  the 
business  world  had  been  accompanied  by  like  suc¬ 
cess  in  his  profession,  where  he  led  many  impor¬ 
tant  causes  to  victory  and  gained  exceptional 
standing  among  his  legal  colleagues  as  a  prac¬ 
titioner  of  rare  ability,  whose  extensive  practice 
was  unvaringly  in  accord  with  high  ethical  prin¬ 
ciples.  To  civic  causes  vitally  effecting  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  Smethport,  his  home,  he  gave  a  loyal  and 
devoted  support  that  was  largely  responsible  for 
progress  and  improvement,  and  the  frequent  calls 
upon  his  time  and  means  always  met  with  generous 
response. 

In  Democratic  councils,  to  which  he  was  called 
in  young  manhood,  Mr.  Hamlin  became  a  leader 
of  wide  authority,  and  had  his  personal  taste  so 
dictated  there  was  no  apparent  limit  to  his  achieve¬ 
ments  in  the  political  field.  He  was  tempera¬ 
mentally  opposed  to  many  practises,  entirely  hon¬ 
orable,  which  are  essential  in  the  practical  public 
man,  but  despite  his  unwillingness  to  make  politics 
the  chief  consideration  of  his  life,  he  became  the 
incumbent  of  numerous  important  offices.  In  1850 
he  was  treasurer  of  McKean  County,  and  in  1852 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  serving  his  dis¬ 
trict  in  that  body  for  a  number  of  years  and  re¬ 
ceiving  particular  honor  in  election  to  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  the  Senate  in  1852.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  in  1856  he  was  assured  of  reelection, 
but  refused  to  allow  his  name  to  be  advanced 
again,  retiring  to  his  large,  private  interests. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  War  a  whole-hearted 
patriotism,  that  was  a  lifelong  characteristic,  took 
him  to  the  recruiting  office,  where  physical  dis¬ 
ability  caused  his  rejection.  Although  he  was 
barred  from  a  soldier’s  life,  he  turned  his  efforts 
to  the  agencies  of  victory  that  could  be  applied  at 
home  and  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  General 
Thomas  L.  Kane  in  the  organization  and  equip¬ 
ment  of  the  famous  “Bucktail  Regiment,”  as  well 
as  furthering  numerous  other  patriotic  movements. 
In  1888  he  was  the  recipient  of  a  noteworthy  honor 
at  the  hands  of  the  survivors  of  this  regiment  by 
election  as  an  honorary  comrade  in  recognition  of 
his  devotion  to  the  Union  cause. 

Mr.  Hamlin  married,  November  17,  1846,  Har¬ 
riet  Holmes,  born  in  Chenango  County,  New  York, 
January  1,  1826,  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy 
(Richmond)  Holmes,  longtime  residents  and 
highly-regarded  citizens  of  that  locality.  (See 
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Holmes  and  Richmond  lines).  There  were  three 
children  of  this  marriage:  i.  Delano  Richmond, 
born  August  io,  1847,  died  May  30,  1884.  2. 
Jennette,  born  September  18,  1852;  married  Horace 
Victor  Redfield,  January  30,  1896.  3.  Mary 

Holmes,  born  September  29,  1856;  married,  Au¬ 
gust  I,  1878,  John  Forrest  (see  Forrest  sketch). 

Byron  D.  Hamlin  was  a  man  who,  although 
never  occupying  a  National  office  or  coming  before 
the  people  beyond  the  confines  of  his  own  State, 
was  nevertheless  a  National  character  in  a  very 
real  sense.  A  member  of  a  generation  past,  his 
talents  and  genius  were  at  their  zenith  when  in¬ 
dustrial,  financial  and  commercial  systems  were 
not  the  gigantic  organizations  of  the  present,  when 
the  leading  men  of  the  country  were  those  whose 
influence  was  the  dominating  factor  in  the  life  of 
a  district.  Such  a  personage  was  he  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Western  Pennsylvania  the  scene  of  his  most 
notable  achievements,  and  the  outline  of  his  dis¬ 
tinguished  career  that  precedes,  truthfully  depicts 
him  as  a  financier,  lawyer  and  public  official,  in 
the  elevated  position  he  occupied  throughout  a 
long  and  richly  rewarded  life.  He  died  Septem¬ 
ber  4,  1907.  In  works  of  permanently  enduring 
value  his  record  is  written,  and  those  who  are  for¬ 
tunate  in  having  had  intimate  or  casual  association 
with  him  treasure  the  memory  of  a  man  of  fine 
sensibilities  and  sympathies,  whose  book  of  life 
lies  open  for  alf  to  read,  and  who  embodied  in  his 
character  and  personality  many  of  the  finest  qual¬ 
ities  to  which  man  is  heir. 

(The  Delano  Line). 

Arms — Argent,  a  chevron  between  three  boars’ 
heads,  sable. 

The  Delano  family  is  of  ancient  origin  and  of 
royal  descent.  They  were  of  pure  Norman  and 
Flemish  blood,  in  France,  and  did  not  intermingle 
with  the  French.  The  family  has  several  royal 
lines,  as  is  the  case  with  those  of  royal  blood,  be¬ 
cause  of  intermarriages,  and  among  their  ancestors 
are:  Ruolf,  first  Duke  of  the  Normans,  a  Viking, 
860;  Richard  the  Fearless;  Richard  the  Good; 
Robert  the  Devil;  William  the  Conqueror,  King 
of  England  and  Duke  of  Normandy;  Henry  II, 
King  of  England;  Henry  VI,  married  Agnes,  a 
descendant  of  Alfred  the  Great;  Emperor  Charle¬ 
magne,  and  many  others. 

(I)  Philip  Delano,  the  immigrant  ancestor,  was 
bom  in  Leyden,  Holland,  in  1602,  and  baptized 
there  in  1603,  son  of  Jean  Delano,  of  Leyden.  The 
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Delano  family  went  to  Leyden  to  escape  persecu¬ 
tion  in  France  where  the  Catholic  party  was  in 
power  and  the  Inquisition  active;  they  were 
French  Protestants  or  Huguenots.  Philip  Delano 
grew  up  under  the  teachings  of  the  separatists 
of  the  Established  Church  of  England,  and  it  is 
thought  that  he  started,  with  the  first  company  of 
Pilgrims  for  this  country,  in  the  “Speedwell,” 
which  had  put  into  Dartmouth  because  of  a  leak. 
He  remained  in  England  until  the  “Fortune”  sailed, 
the  next  summer,  in  1621,  then  aged  nineteen 
years,  and  in  1624  he  had  a  grant  of  land  at  Ply¬ 
mouth.  This  grant  he  gave  up,  as  he  settled  in 
Duxbury,  Massachusetts.  He  was  admitted  a  free¬ 
man  January  1,  1631-33.  His  farm  at  Duxbury, 
granted  October  2,  1637,  was  north  of  Stony  or 
Mill  brook,  below  the  site  of  the  late  tack  fac¬ 
tory,  bounded  by  lands  of  Morse  and  Alden,  and 
consisting  of  forty  acres.  He  was  often  surveyor, 
and  frequently  a  member  of  the  Grand  Jury.  He 
was  a  volunteer  in  the  Pequot  War,  June  7,  1637. 
He  died  at  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts,  about 
1681,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  He  died  intestate, 
but  left  a  memorandum  stating  his  wishes  and 
intent  and  this  nuncupative  will  was  allowed  July 
7,  1682. 

Philip  Delano  married  (first),  at  Duxbury,  De¬ 
cember  19,  1634,  Hester  Dewsbury,  of  Duxbury. 
He  married  (second),  at  Duxbury,  1657,  Mary 
(Pontus)  Glass,  widow  of  James  Glass;  and 
daughter  of  William  Pontus.  Children  of  first 
wife :  1.  Mary,  bom  1635.  2.  Esther,  born  1638. 
3.  Philip,  bom  about  1640.  4.  Thomas,  bom 

March  21,  1642.  5.  John,  bom  about  1644.  6. 
Jamjes.  7.  Jonathan,  of  whom  further.  8.  Re¬ 
becca,  bom  about  1651.  Child  of  second  wife :  9. 
Samuel,  born  1659. 

(II)  Lieutenant  Jonathan  Delano,  son  of  Philip 
and  Hester  (Dewsbury)  Delano,  was  bom  in 
Duxbury,  Massachusetts,  in  1647,  died  in  Dart¬ 
mouth,  Massachusetts,  December  23,  1720.  He 
removed  from  Duxbury  to  Dartmouth,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.,  held  many  offices,  including  con¬ 
stable,  surveyor,  commissioner,  selectman,  and 
served  in  King  Philip’s  War.  He  married,  at 
Plymouth,  February  28,  1678,  Mercy  Warren, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  (Walker)  War¬ 
ren,  granddaughter  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth 
(Juatt)  Warren,  of  the  “Mayflower.”  She  was 
born  February  20,  1658,  died  in  1727  or  1728. 
Children:  1.  A  daughter,  bom  November  25,  1678, 
died  November  28,  1678.  2.  Jonathan,  of  whom 
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further.  3.  Jabez,  born  November  8,  1682.  4. 

Sarah,  bom  January  9,  1684,  died  in  1690.  5. 
Mary,  bom  October  27,  1686.  6.  Nathan,  born 
October  29,  1688.  7.  Bethia,  born  November  29, 
1690,  died  1693.  8.  Susanna,  born  September  3, 
1693,  died  in  1749.  9.  A  son,  born  and  died  Oc¬ 
tober  22,  1694.  10.  Nathaniel,  born  October  29, 

1695.  11.  Esther,  born  April  4,  1698.  12.  Jethro, 
born  July  31,  1701.  13.  Thomas,  bom  May  10, 

1704. 

(III)  Jonathan  Delano,  son  of  Lieutenant  Jon¬ 
athan  and  Mercy  (Warren)  Delano,  was  born  in 
Dartmouth,  Massachusetts,  and  died  in  Tolland, 
Connecticut,  March  25,  1752,  aged  seventy-two 
years.  He  was  a  man  of  superior  education,  town 
clerk  of  Tolland  in  1724-36,  selectman  in  1724- 
35,  and  one  of  the  grantees  of  Windsor.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  June  20,  1704,  Amy  Hatch,  daughter  of  Jo¬ 
seph  Hatch,  of  Falmouth,  Massachusetts.  She 
died  at  Tolland,  Connecticut.  Children:  1.  Sarah, 
born  March  18,  1705.  2.  Joan,  born  December  16, 
1706.  3.  Jabez,  bom  January  12,  1708.  4.  Na¬ 
than,  born  March  1,  1711.  5.  Amy,  born  August 

11,  1712.  6.  Jonathan,  born  December  2,  1715. 

7.  Barnabas,  born  April  11,  1718.  8.  Sylvanus, 
bom  May  17,  1720.  9.  Elizabeth,  born  May  15, 
1722.  10.  Susanna,  born  June  23,  1724.  11. 

Thomas,  of  whom  further.  12.  Timothy,  bom 
November  4,  1729.  13.  Jethro,  born  October  29, 
1732. 

(IV)  Thomas  Delano,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Amy 
(Hatch)  Delano,  was  born  in  Tolland,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  December  24, 1726,  died  in  Sharon,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  September  8,  1803.  He  lived  in  Sharon  and 
Tolland,  Connecticut,  and  Amenia,  Dutchess 
County  New  York,  where  he  was  a  member  of 
Dr.  Knibloe’s  church  in  1772,  and  deacon  in  1772. 
He  is  mentioned  in  “Connecticut  Men  in  the  Rev¬ 
olution”  as  a  member  of  a  company  of  minute- 
men  of  Sharon,  1776.  He  married,  in  1747,  Lois 

- .  Children :  1.  Benjamin.  2.  Hannah.  3. 

Stephen,  of  whom  further.  4.  Reuben,  born  about 
I7S5-  5-  Jethro,  born  in  1758,  died  in  1787.  6. 
Thomas,  Jr.,  born  June  18,  1760.  7.  Elisha,  bap¬ 
tized  February  11,  1764.  8.  Frederick,  born  May 

12,  1765.  9.  Lois,  baptized  October  4,  1767. 

(V)  Stephen  Delano  son  of  Thomas  and  Lois 
Delano,  was  born  April  1,  1753  and  died  in 
Amenia,  Dutchess  County  New  York,  April  2, 
1841.  He  married,  at  Amenia,  New  York,  Au¬ 
gust  25,  1774,  Huldah  Doty,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Zerviah  Doty.  She  was  bom  at  Sharon,  Con¬ 


necticut,  April  25,  1755,  died  in  Amenia,  April  17, 
1828.  Children :  1.  Elizabeth,  born  June  12,  1775. 

2.  Julia,  born  January  7,  1777,  died  young.  3. 

Asenath,  of  whom  further.  4.  Jethro,  bom  July 
24,  1782.  5.  Laura,  born  October  5,  1784.  6. 

Electa,  born  October  20,  1786.  7.  Roxanna,  born 
October  27,  1788.  8.  Huldah,  born  October  31, 
1790.  9.  Delinda,  born  April  18,  1793.  10.  Har¬ 
riet,  born  March  19,  1795.  11.  Julia  born  April 

3,  I797- 

(VI)  Asenath  Delano,  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Huldah  (Doty)  Delano,  was  bom  in  Amenia, 
New  York,  April  6,  1780,  died  in  Smethport, 
Pennsylvania,  September  8,  1835.  She  married,  at 
Sharon,  Connecticut,  December  26,  1802,  Dr.  Asa 
Hamlin.  (See  Hamlin  VI). 

(The  Richmond  Line). 

Arms — Argent,  a  cross  patonce  fleury  azure 
between  four  mullets  gules. 

Crest — A  tilting  spear  argent,  headed  or,  broken 
in  three  parts,  one  piece  erect,  the  other  two  in 
saltire,  entiled  with  a  ducal  coronet. 

The  Richmond  or  de  Richmond  family  deserves 
to  rank  among  those  great  houses  whose  names 
have  become  identified  with  English  history  and 
whose  dignified  and  distinguished  places  were  held 
from  generation  to  generation  throughout  the  sev¬ 
eral  centuries  that  elapsed  from  the  time  of  the 
Norman  Conquest  and  the  present  epoch.  There 
is  something  altogether  natural  and  appropriate 
in  the  feeling  of  pride  with  which  the  members 
of  a  noble  and  aristocratic  race  look  back  upon 
such  a  record,  and  in  the  gratification  with  which 
they  contemplate  the  permanence  of  those  quali¬ 
ties  of  spirit,  mind  and  body  which  enabled  them 
to  hold  on  so  persistently  to  their  dignities  and 
honors.  The  ancient  families  with  whose  names 
we  have  grown  familiar  in  tradition  and  history 
from  almost  legendary  ages  have  a  certain  claim 
upon  our  admiration,  to  say  nothing  of  our  sense 
of  the  romantic  and  poetic,  not  possessed  by  any 
others,  and  among  these  that  of  Richmond  is  the 
least.  The  name  itself  as  well  as  the  family 
came  originally  from  Brittany  in  France,  and  is 
derived  from  the  two  French  words,  riche  and 
monte  or  monde,  and  the  surname  Richemonte  is 
still  to  be  found  in  that  country.  The  first  form 
in  which  we  find  it  in  England  is  Rychemonde, 
and  we  later  have  it  as  Richemount,  Richmonte, 
and  eventually  Richmond,  and  the  first  to  bear  it 
in  that  country  was  Roaldus  Musard  de  Ryche- 
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monde,  or  Richmond.  This  early  progenitor  was 
one  of  the  powerful  captains  under  William  the 
Conqueror,  who  accompanied  that  great  warrior 
to  England  in  October,  1066,  Anno  Domini,  and 
who  assisted  in  the  subjugation  of  the  Saxons  on 
the  single  field  of  Hastings  on  the  fourteenth  of 
that  month.  He  is  stated  to  have  been  a  kinsman 
of  the  Conqueror,  through  Alan  Rufus,  who  was 
rewarded  for  the  part  he  played  in  the  great  event 
by  a  large  grant  of  land  in  Yorkshire,  where  he 
built  Richmond  Castle  and  became  the  first  Duke 
of  Richmond.  Although  there  is  no  final  proof 
of  this  relationship  all  the  evidence  we  have  points 
to  its  probability.  The  facts  that  Alan  Rufus 
himself  became  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  that  he 
gave  his  castle  that  name,  and  finally  that  the  de¬ 
scendants  of  Roaldus  de  Richmond  were  constables 
of  Richmond  Castle,  all  give  color  to  the  belief. 
Certainly  the  de  Richmonds  also  received  lands  in 
Yorkshire  and  established  themselves  as  one  of 
the  aristocratic  and  powerful  houses  of  that  re¬ 
gion.  The  arms  of  the  early  de  Richmond  family 
were  as  follows: 

Arms — Gules  three  bars  gemel,  and  a  chief  or. 

The  Wiltshire  family  of  Richmond,  from  which 
the  American  family  is  descended,  is  a  branch  of 
the  old  Yorkshire  house,  the  line  of  descent  being 
unbroken  from  the  original  ancestor. 

(I)  Roaldus  Musard  de  (Rychemonde)  Rich¬ 
mond,  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  army  of  William 
the  Conqueror,  came  to  England  from  Brittany  and 
settled  in  Yorkshire. 

(II)  Hasculfus  Musard  de  Richmond,  son  of 
Roaldus  Musard  de  Richmond,  was  one  of  the  pow¬ 
erful  nobles  of  his  time,  and  held  the  estates  of 
Keddington  and  Chilworth  in  Oxfordshire,  Stain- 
bury  in  Gloucestershire,  and  other  lordships  at 
the  time  of  the  general  survey. 

(III)  Roaldus  de  Richmond,  “Le  Ennase,”  son 
of  Hasculfus  Musard  de  Richmond,  was  second 
constable  of  Richmond  Castle  under  Allen,  the 
third  Earl  of  Richmond.  He  was  given  lands  in 
Skeeby  and  Croft  by  King  Henry,  as  well  as  the 
manor  of  Pickhall.  He  was  Lord  of  Burton, 
Aldborough,  and  of  most  of  his  Uncle  Emsart's 
lands  (the  first  constable  of  Richmond  by  grant 
of  King  Stephen).  Roaldus  de  Richmond  founded 
an  abbey  on  his  manor  of  Easby  in  honor  of  St. 
Agatha,  in  1152,  and  was  there  buried.  His  wife, 
Graciana  de  Richmond,  was  also  buried  there. 

(IV)  Sir  Alan,  Fil  Roald  de  Richmond,  third 


constable  of  Richmond  Castle,  lived  during  the 
reigns  of  Henry  II  and  Richard  I,  and  in  the  first 
year  of  the  latter  (1189)  owed  the  King  two 
hundred  marks  for  the  custody  of  Richmond 
Castle.  In  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  he  paid 
ten  marks,  and  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign 
of  John  (1201)  he  gave  that  King  three  hun¬ 
dred  marks  and  three  palfreys  to  be  constable  of 
Richmond  Castle,  to  hold  the  same  to  himself  and 
his  heirs,  of  the  King  and  his  heirs,  by  good  and 
lawful  services. 

(V)  Sir  Roald,  Fil  Alan  de  Richmond,  was  the 
fourth  constable  of  Richmond  Castle,  and  to  him 
in  1208  King  John  gave  the  lands  of  William  de 
Rollos,  including  the  manors  of  Caldewell,  Croft, 
Kipling,  etc.,  with  one  mill  and  lands  in  Skeby, 
which  belonged  to  Harsculph  Fil  Harsculph,  who 
died  with  the  King’s  enemies  in  Brittany  in  1204. 
In  the  twenty-first  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III 
(1237)  he  was  summoned  to  answer  the  King  by 
what  right  he  held  those  manors,  when  he  pro¬ 
duced  the  letters  patent  of  King  John,  by  which 
the  same  was  granted  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 

(VI)  Alan,  Fil  Roald  Richmond  de  Croft,  be¬ 
came  possessor  of  the  Manor  of  Burton,  by  gift 
of  his  brother,  the  third  part  of  which,  Sarra, 
who  was  the  wife  of  Goscelyn  Deyvil,  claimed  as 
dower  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  III  (1249).  He  claimed  lands  at  Roppele, 
Clareworth,  Wurthington  and  Newland,  Lincoln¬ 
shire,  in  right  of  his  wife.  He  married  Matilda, 
daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Peter  de  Goldington. 

(VII)  Sir  Roald,  Fil  Alan  Richmond  de  Croft, 
became  the  owner  of  the  manors  of  Caldewell  and 
Croft  by  gift  of  his  uncle,  Roald.  In  Gale’s  “Hon- 
ores  de  Richmond,”  this  Sir  Roald  is  said  to  have 
been  the  son  of  Sir  Roaldus  de  Richmond,  fifth 
constable,  brother  of  Alan,  Fil  Roald  Richmond  de 
Croft.  He  married  Isabella,  daughter  and  heiress 
of  Robert  de  Langthwayt. 

(VIII)  Eudo  de  Richmond  had  possession  in 
Staynwriggis,  Yorkshire,  and  was  prominent  in 
that  region. 

(IX)  Elyas  de  Richmond  lived  during  the  reign 
of  Edward  III  (1327-77)- 

(X)  Elyas  de  Richmond  lived  during  the  reign 
of  Edward  III  and  Richard  II;  and  Richard  de 
Richmond,  his  brother,  who  had  possessions  in 
Yorkshire,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  de  Burgh,  Lord  of  Burgh. 

(XI)  Thomas  de  Richmond  lived  during  the 
reign  of  Richard  II,  Henry  IV,  and  Henry  V. 
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(XII)  William  de  Richmond  assumed  the  name 
of  Webb  upon  his  marriage,  about  1430,  and  quar¬ 
tered  the  Webb  arms.  He  is  mentioned  as  of 
Yorkshire  in  Herald’s  “Visitation  of  Gloucester,” 
but  he  also  lived  at  Draycott,  Wilts,  and  was  ap¬ 
parently  the  founder  of  the  family  in  that  region. 
He  married  Alice  Webb,  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Thomas  Webb,  of  Draycott. 

(XIII)  William  Richmond,  alias  Webb,  of 
Draycott,  Folliott,  Wilts,  married  Joan  Ewen, 
daughter  of  John  Ewen,  of  Draycott,  who  survived 
her  husband. 

(XIV)  William  Richmond,  alias  Webb,  of 
Stewkley  Grange,  Bucks  County,  and  Over- 
Wroughton,  Wilts,  married  Dorothy  Lymingis, 
daughter  of  John  Lymings,  of  Nottinghamshire, 
for  his  first  wife,  and  for  his  second,  Margery 
Choke,  daughter  of  John  Choke,  Esquire,  of  Shall- 
bourne,  Wilts. 

(XV)  Edmond  Richmond,  alias  Webb,  lived  at 
Denvord  (Durbford),  Wilts,  about  1575.  He 
married  Mary  Weare,  daughter  of  Robert  Weare, 
alias  Brown,  of  Marlborough,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 

(XVI)  Henry  Richmond,  alias  Webb,  lived  at 
Christian  Malford,  Wilts.  He  was  married  four 
times  and  had  twenty-five  children  according  to  a 
letter  written  by  Oliffe  Richmond  (1679-1757)  to 
Rev.  Silvester  Richmond,  of  Walton. 

(XVII)  John  Richmond,  the  eldest  of  the  above, 
was  an  officer  of  distinction  in  the  civil  wars. 

(The  Family  in  America). 

(I)  John  Richmond,  the  immigrant  ancestor,  is 
said  to  have  been  born  in  Wiltshire,  England, 
where  the  old  Richmond  Manor  House  is  still 
standing.  He  was  baptized  there  in  1579.  He 
came  to  America  about  1636,  and  was  one  of 
the  purchasers  of  Taunton,  Massachusetts,  in 
1637.  George  Richmond,  possibly  a  cousin,  was 
engaged  in  business  in  Saco,  Maine,  in  1635,  and 
John  may  have  been  there  also,  before  coming 
to  Taunton.  John  Richmond  is  mentioned  in  the 
court  records,  March  7,  1636,  showing  that  at  that 
time  he  was  engaged  in  trade,  and  it  is  thought 
that  he  may  have  returned  to  England.  He  re¬ 
turned  to  Taunton,  however,  and  died  there  March 
20,  1664,  aged  seventy  years.  His  name  is  often 
on  the  court  records  in  1636  and  1637.  He  was  of 
Newport  for  a  time,  and  one  of  the  commissioners 
from  that  town  in  1656.  He  took  the  oath  of  fi¬ 
delity  in  Taunton  before  1640.  The  part  of  the 


town  where  he  owned  land  is  still  called  Rich- 
mondtown.  His  will  was  dated  December  14,  1663, 
and  proved  October  29,  1669.  Children :  1.  John, 
mentioned  below.  2.  Edward,  born  in  1632.  3. 
Sarah,  born  in.  1636.  4.  Mary,  born  in  1639. 

(II)  John  Richmond,  son  of  John  Richmond, 
was  born  about  1627,  in  England,  died  October 
7,  1715,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  He  married 
(second),  about  1663,  Abigail  Rogers,  born  in  1641, 
died  August  1,  1727,  daughter  of  John  Rogers,  of 
Duxbury.  Both  are  buried  at  Taunton,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  in 
1 675-76  and  1690;  constable,  commissioner  and 
surveyor.  His  residence  was  at  “Neck  of  Land,” 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  center 
of  the  town.  In  March,  1677,  he  was  a  distrib¬ 
utor  of  ten  pounds,  being  Taunton’s  part  of  the 
“Irish  Charity”  sent  from  Dublin  in  1676  for  suf¬ 
ferers  from  King  Philip’s  War.  He  was  often  on 
important  committees  concerning  the  settlement  of 
boundaries.  Children,  probably  of  first  wife:  1. 
Mary,  born  at  Bridgewater  June  2,  1654.  2.  John, 
bom  in  Bridgewater,  June  6,  1656,  killed  September 
20,  1672,  by  the  upsetting  of  a  cart.  3.  Thomas, 
born  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  February  2,  1659. 
4.  Susanna,  born  in  Bridgewater  November  4, 
1661.  Children  of  second  wife:  5.  Joseph,  of 
whom  further.  6.  Edward,  bom  in.  Taunton  Feb¬ 
ruary  8,  1665.  7.  Samuel,  born  in  Taunton  Sep¬ 
tember  23,  1668.  8.  Sarah,  born  in  Taunton  Feb¬ 
ruary  26,  1671.  9.  John,  born  in  Taunton  De¬ 
cember  5,  1673.  10.  Ebenezer,  born  in  Newport 
May  12,  1676.  11.  Abigail,  born  in  Newport  Feb¬ 
ruary  26,  1679. 

(III)  Lieutenant  Joseph  Richmond,  son  of  John 
and  Abigail  (Rogers)  Richmond,  was  bom  in 
Taunton,  Massachusetts,  December  8,  1663.  He 
and  his  son  Christopher  were  in  the  Canada  Ex¬ 
position  of  1711.  On  March  28,  1707,  he  and  his 
wife  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  her  interest  in 
her  father’s  estate.  On  July  19,  1701,  they  sold 
land  to  Henry  Andrews.  They  sold  their  home¬ 
stead  on  the  road  from  Taunton  to  Middleboro,  of 
forty  acres,  to  their  sons,  Joseph  and  Henry; 
he  acknowledged  the  deed  July  13,  1724,  and 
she  acknowledged  the  deed  March  11,  1726.  To 
John  he  deeded  the  one  hundred  acre  lot  which 
formerly  had  belonged  to  John  Rogers,  except 
for  thirty  acres  of  it,  which  he  gave  to  his  son 
Christopher,  July  28,  1724.  The  names  of  the 
children  are  taken  from  the  will  of  Mary  Rich¬ 
mond,  in  the  “Reed  Genealogy.”  It  was  dated 
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February  14,  1737,  but  not  proved.  He  married, 
June  26,  1685,  Mary  Andrews,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Mary  Andrews,  of  Taunton.  Children,  born 
in  Middleboro:  1.  Joseph,  of  whom  further.  2. 
Margaret,  died  in  1737,  unmarried.  3.  Mary,  mar¬ 
ried  (first)  William  Reed,  (second)  Stephen  An¬ 
drews.  4.  Abigail,  married  Matthew  Gooding.  5. 
John,  married  Sarah  Thrasher.  6.  Christopher, 
married  (first)  Phebe  Williams,  (second)  Susanna 
Barden.  7.  Henry,  married  Mahitable  Caswell. 
8.  Josiah,  married  (first)  Elizabeth  Pool,  (sec¬ 
ond)  Joanna  Briggs.  9.  William,  married  a  Ma- 
comber. 

(IV)  Joseph  Richmond,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary 

(Andrews)  Richmond,  was  born  in  Middleboro, 
Massachusetts.  His  will,  dated  December  2,  1750, 
was  proved  February  5,  1751.  He  married  (first) 
Hannah  Deane,  daughter  of  Benjamin,  and  Sarah 
(Williams)  Deane.  She  was  born  December  26, 
1682.  He  married  (second),  April  20,  1736, 
Abigail  (Phillips)  French.  Children  by  first  wife: 
1.  Sarah.  2.  Hannah.  3.  Joseph,  born  July  22, 
1723.  4.  Seth,  of  whom  further.  Children  by 

second  wife:  5.  Wealthy,  born  March  28,  1738.  6. 
Perez,  born  January  15,  1744. 

(V)  Seth  Richmond,  son  of  Joseph  and  Hannah 
(Deane)  Richmond,  was  born  in  Taunton,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  about  1725,  died  in  1790.  He  lived  in 
Taunton,  Massachusetts,  and  in  Gloucester  Rhode 
Island.  He  married,  July  13,  1745,  Esther  Walker, 
daughter  of  David  and  Mary  Walker,  of  Dighton. 
She  was  born  May  21,  1724,  died  May  or  June, 
1805.  Children:  1.  David,  of  whom  further.  2. 
Mary,  born  in  1750;  married  William  Howland. 
3.  A  child  who  died  in  infancy. 

(VI)  Major  David  Richmond,  son  of  Seth  and 
Esther  (Walker)  Richmond,  was  born  in  Taunton, 
Massachusetts,  in  1748,  died  at  Oxford  (now  Guil¬ 
ford),  New  York,  October  14,  1818.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  settled  in  Gloucester,  Rhode  Island. 
He  entered  Revolutionary  service  with  a  lieuten¬ 
ant’s  commission,  and  was  promoted  after  a  year’s 
service  to  the  rank  of  major.  He  was  in  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill  and  several  other  engagements. 
He  possessed  great  energy  and  activity  of  mind, 
and  was  high  sheriff  for  many  years.  He  emi¬ 
grated  to  Oxford  (now  Guilford),  Chenango 
County,  New  York,  in  October,  1804. 

He  married,  in;  1768,  Nancy  Davis,  daughter  of 
Edward  Davis.  She  was  born  in  1750,  died  in 
Guilford,  New  York,  July  9,  1844.  Children,  born 


in  Gloucester,  Rhode  Island:  1.  Joseph,  born 
March  18,  1772.  2.  David,  born  February  10,  1775. 
3.  Thomas,  of  whom  further.  4.  Samuel,  born 
June  13,  1779.  5.  Lucy,  born  November  22,  1781. 
6.  Esther,  born  June  3,  1783.  7.  Lydia,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  26,  1785.  8.  Nancy,  born  May  27,  1788.  9. 
Seth,  bom  October  7,  1790. 

(VII)  Thomas  Richmond,  son  of  Major  David 
and  Nancy  (Davis)  Richmond,  was  bom  in  Glou¬ 
cester,  Rhode  Island,  March  6,  1777.  In  1797  he 
started  from  Gloucester  for  the  West,  settled  in 
New  York  State,  and  became  a  successful  woolen 
manufacturer.  In  1858  he  was  of  Mt.  Upton, 
New  York.  He  married,  January  1,  1799,  Lucy 
Durand,  of  Pittsfield,  New  York,  formerly  of 
Derby,  Connecticut.  She  was  bom  June  1,  1781, 
died  May  14,  1857,  daughter  of  Eleazer  Durand, 
who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Children: 
1.  Seth  David,  bom  September  23,  1799.  2. 

Nancy,  of  whom  further.  3.  Nelson,  born  October 
9,  1808. 

(VIII)  Nancy  Richmond,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Lucy  (Durand)  Richmond,  was  born  in  Pitts¬ 
field,  New  York,  September  28,  1801.  She  mar¬ 
ried,  March  28,  1820,  Judge  John  Holmes.  (See 
Holmes  line). 

(The  Holmes  Line). 

In  Lancaster,  England,  the  records  of  the  name, 
more  often  spelled  Hulme,  are  ancient  and  bear 
testimony  to  a  distinguished  ancestry.  It  is  said 
that  an  augmentation  of  the  coat-armor,  a  chap¬ 
let  gules  on  a  canton  argent,  was  granted  by  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Black  Prince  to  Sir  William  de  Hulme, 
of  Lancashire,  for  his  gallant  service  in  France. 
Many  branches  of  the  family  bear  this  augmenta¬ 
tion  on  arms  identical  with,  or  closely  similar 
to,  the  ancient  coat  of  the  Lancashire  house.  The 
latter  is  blazoned : 

Arms — Barry  of  eight,  or  and  azure,  on  a  canton 
argent  a  chaplet  gules. 

Robert  Hulme  was  of  Reddish,  in  Manchester 
parish,  Lancashire,  where  William  Hulme  held 
land  in  1202,  and  which  was  the  home  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  down  through  the  centuries.  Close  by  are  other 
places  long  connected  with  Hulme  (Holmes)  his¬ 
tory,  as  Heaton  Norris,  Withington,  and  Denton, 
Didsbury,  Stockport,  Gorton  and  Manchester.  The 
last,  and  especially  its  ancient  church,  now  Man¬ 
chester  Cathedral,  which  contained  two  chapels 
founded  by  the  Hulme  family,  is  often  mentioned 
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in  ancestral  chronicles,  and  in  the  city  of  Man¬ 
chester  to-day  lies  much  of  the  now  exceedingly 
valuable  property  of  the  famous  Hulme  Exhibi¬ 
tions.  The  latter  is  the  name  of  a  fund  bequeathed 
to  Brasenose  College,  Oxford  University,  for  free 
post-graduate  scholarships,  by  William  Hulme,  who 
died  in  1691,  and  was  probably  a  near  relative  of 
Obadiah  Holmes,  since  he  came  of  the  branch  of 
the  family  seated  at  Hulme  Hall,  in  Reddish. 
Hulme  Hall,  now  more  often  known  as  Broad- 
stone  Hall,  and  at  present  a  farm  house,  should 
not  be  confused  with  another  Hulme  Hall,  Hulme 
Manor,  also  close  to  Manchester.  This  last-named 
mansion  was  demolished  about  1840.  Its  gardens 
were  long  celebrated  for  their  beauty  and  their 
archaeological  interest,  many  Roman)  remains  hav¬ 
ing  been  there  unearthed.  Reddish  Hall,  in  Red¬ 
dish,  a  beautiful  old  timbered  house,  stood  until 
about  1780.  There  was  relationship  by  marriage 
in  very  early  times  between  the  families  of  Hulme 
and  Reddish,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  name  of 
Reddish  was  once  borne  by  the  Hulme  ancestors. 

Robert  Hulme,  of  Reddish,  was  born  early  in 
the  sixteenth  century,  and  died  in  January,  1605, 
being  buried  on  the  fourteenth  of  that  month  at 
Stockport,  close  by  Reddish.  In  the  record  of  his 
burial  he  was  described  as  “Ould  Robert  Holme 
of  Redich.*  His  wife,  Alice,  whose  maiden  name 
is  unknown,  was  buried  in  the  present  Manchester 
Cathedral,  September  7,  1610,  as  “Alyce,  wydow 
of  Robte  Hulme  of  Reddiche.” 

There  were  several  branches  of  this  family  early 
in  New  England’s  colonization,  the  line  of  in¬ 
terest  here  making  settlement  in  Chenango  County, 
New  York,  where  John  Holmes,  born  in  1760,  died 
May  12,  1849,  at  Oxford.  He  had  settled  early 
at  this  place,  having  been  a  soldier  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  His 
wife,  Esther,  was  bom  in  1777,  and  died  in  Ox¬ 
ford,  New  York,  March  12,  1863. 

Judge  John  Holmes  was  born  October  23,  1790, 
and  lived  in  Guilford,  Chenango  County,  New 
York,  which  was  formed  from  Oxford.  In  June, 
1834,  he  moved  to  Smethport,  McKean  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  there  became  prominent  in  pub¬ 
lic  life  as  assessor  and  associate  judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas.  Pie  was  a  man  of  splendid 
abilities  and  lofty  character,  respected  for  his 
upright  walk  in  private  and  public  relations,  and 
beloved  for  many  excellent  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart. 


Judge  Holmes  married,  March  28,  1820,  Nancy 
Richmond.  (See  Richmond  VIII).  Children:  1. 
Lucy,  born  June  28,  1821.  2.  Ormond  A.,  born 
April  26  1824,  died  1847.  3.  Harriet,  of  whom 
further.  4.  Thomas,  born  May  19,  1829.  5.  Maria, 
born  December  27,  1842. 

Harriet  Holmes,  daughter  of  Judge  John  and 
Nancy  (Richmond)  Holmes,  was  born  in  Chenango 
County,  New  York,  January  1,  1826.  She  mar¬ 
ried,  November  17,  1846,  Byron  D.  Hamlin.  (See 
Hamlin  VII). 


JOHN  FRANCIS  GRAFF— A  worthy  son  of 
a  worthy  father  carried  the  honorable  family 
name  of  Graff  into  the  legislative  halls  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  when  John  Francis  Graff,  well-known 
manufacturer  and  financier,  of  Worthington,  re¬ 
ceived  the  suffrages  of  his  constituency  which 
won  for  him  seats  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  the  State  Senate.  He  lived  a  large  and  highly 
useful  life,  replete  with  good  works  and  lofty 
enterprises,  whose  enviable  reputation  reflected  the 
good-will  and  esteem  of  the  community  of  his  im¬ 
mediate  activities,  and  of  the  broader  fields  of 
his  influence  and  service — the  county  and  the 
State. 

John  Francis  Graff  was  born  at  Buffalo  Furnace 
(now  Worthington),  Armstrong  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  August  12,  1857,  a  son  of  Peter  and 
Susanne  (Lobengier)  Graff,  and  grandson  of 
John  and  Barbara  (Baum)  Graff.  His  grand¬ 
father,  on  the  paternal  side,  emigrated  from  Ger¬ 
many  in  1783,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  West¬ 
moreland  County,  Pennsylvania.  Peter  Graff,  the 
father  of  John  Francis  Graff,  established  what 
for  years  has  been  known  as  the  Peter  Graff  & 
Company  Woolen  Mills  of  Worthington.  It  was 
his  purpose  in  founding  this  industry  to  afford  a 
means  of  earning  a  livelihood  to  the  widows  of 
the  Civil  War;  so  it  will  be  perceived  that  one  of 
the  foundation  stones  of  the  business  is  altruism, 
and  this  quality  has  been  characteristic  of  the 
family  down  through  the  years.  The  Graff 
mills,  as  they  properly  deserve,  to-day  constitute 
one  of  the  most  important  plants  in  the  country 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  pure  woolen 
blankets.  During  the  World  War  the  Graff  con¬ 
cern  was  engaged  in  work  for  the  United  States 
Government. 

J.  (Frank)  Graff,  as  he  was  known  to  his  inti¬ 
mates — and  he  signed  his  name  that  way — ob- 


m&A/ 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


tained  his  early  education  in  public  schools  and 
at  Stevens  Hall,  then  the  preparatory  department 
of  Pennsylvania  (now  Gettysburg)  College,  Get¬ 
tysburg,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  graduated  from 
Pennsylvania  College  in  the  class  of  1879,  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  On  leaving  college 
he  at  once  engaged  in  business,  starting  his  career 
as  a  clerk  in  the  company  store  of  Peter  Graff 
&  Company.  His  father  dying  in  1890,  the  son 
succeeded  him  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Peter 
Graff  &  Company,  and  that  relation  he  continued 
to  hold  until  his  death.  He  was  a  versatile  man 
of  broad  capacity  and  active  interests,  and  his 
associations  were  many  and  varied,  covering  a 
very  wide  range  of  endeavor.  He  was  a  director 
of  the  Merchants  National  Bank  of  Kittanning, 
from  the  date  of  its  organization,  and  also  served 
as  president  of  that  institution;  a  director  of  the 
P.  McGraw  Wool  Company  of  Pittsburgh  and 
the  Althom  Sand  Company  of  Pittsburgh.  He 
maintained  a  practical  touch  with  a  large  farm, 
and  the  civic  and  religious  affairs  of  his  com¬ 
munity  engaged  his  sympathetic  and  active  in¬ 
terest.  He  began  early  to  be  the  recipient  of 
favors  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
was  elected  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  served 
with  credit  in  that  office  for  a  number  of  years. 
For  fifteen  years  he  was  a  school  director,  and 
brought  to  that  position  a  zeal  according  to  knowl¬ 
edge  and  to  the  work  a  sustained  enthusiasm.  He 
was  a  valued  member  of  the  Republican  County 
Committee,  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  State 
Convention  of  1897.  He  was  elected  to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  House  of  Representatives  for  the  two 
terms,  1900-04;  and  then  was  promoted  to  the 
State  Senate  in  1912,  and  was  reelected  to  that 
body  in  1916.  In  1904  he  was  elected  to  the 
Electoral  College  as  a  Roosevelt  elector. 

Mr.  Graff  was  a  trustee  of  Pennsylvania  Col¬ 
lege;  an  elder  for  twenty-seven  years  in  the 
Worthington  Lutheran  Church,  and  superintendent 
for  a  similar  period  of  the  Sunday  School  of  that 
church.  He  was  affiliated  with  all  the  Masonic 
bodies,  inclusive  of  the  Scottish  (32d  Degree) 
Rite ;  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Royal  Arcanum  and  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Phi  Kappa  Psi  college  fra¬ 
ternity.  He  occupied  himself  with  farming  as  his 
chief  diversion  from  his  other  enterprises. 

John  Francis  Graff  married  (first),  December 
27,  1881,  at  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  Carrie  Louise 
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Brown,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Brown,  president 
of  the  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary,  Gettys¬ 
burg;  she  died  in  1902.  He  married  (second), 
June  1,  1904,  at  Stewart  Station,  Pennsylvania, 
Martha  Stewart,  daughter  of  David  Stewart,  a 
farmer  of  that  community.  Of  the  first  marriage 
there  were  six  children  born :  r.  James  Brown 
Graff  (q.  v.),  a  physician,  of  Worthington.  2. 
Peter  Graff,  3d  (q.  v.),  president  of  Peter  Graff 
&  Company,  Worthington,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Judge 
John  Francis  Graff,  Jr.,  (q.  v.).  4.  Mary  Hay, 

married  Dr.  J.  Paul  Frantz  of  Clearfield,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  5.  Edmund  Dutilh  (q.  v.),  a  manu¬ 
facturer,  of  Worthington.  6.  Richard  Morris  (q.v.), 
general  manager  of  the  Graff  Kittanning  Clay 
Products  Company.  Children  by  the  second  union : 
7.  Grier  Stewart,  and  8.  Smith  Stewart  Graff. 

Former  State  Senator  John  Francis  Graff  died 
at  Worthington,  Pennsylvania,  June  6,  1918.  In 
memory  of  Senator  Graff,  a  special  meeting  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Senate  was  held  April  29,  1919, 
when  suitable  resolutions  were  adopted  and  tributes 
were  offered  by  his  former  colleagues.  The 
president  pro  tempore,  Clarence  J.  Buckman,  pre¬ 
sided.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Senate  Chaplain, 
Rev.  Thomas  W.  Davis.  The  resolutions  adopted 
follow : 

Resolutions 

Whereas,  J.  Frank  Graff,  late  a  member  of  the 
Senate  of  Pennsylvania  from  the  Forty-first  Sena¬ 
torial  District,  has,  since  the  close  of  the  session 
of  the  Legislature  of  1917,  passed  from  the  busy 
scenes  of  life  to  his  eternal  rest;  and 

Whereas,  His  public  and  private  life  was  a 
bright  and  noble  example  of  honor,  integrity  and 
faithfulness,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania 
hereby  enter  upon  its  minutes  its  appreciation  of 
the  services  of  the  late  Senator  Graff  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  body,  who,  at  all  times,  was  esteemed 
for  his  fidelity  to  duty,  ever  found  to  be  a  true 
and  faithful  friend,  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
interests  of  his  constituents  and  an  ever  ready 
champion  of  the  right; 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  extend  to  his  family 
our  sincere  sympathy  in  their  great  loss,  and  direct 
that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  properly  attested 
be  forwarded  to  the  bereaved  family. 

Frank  E.  Baldwin, 

Chairman. 

William  David  Craig, 
Marshall  L.  Phipps, 

Miles  R.  Nason, 

Norman  A.  Whitten, 
William  E.  Crow, 

Wilbur  P.  Graff, 

Scott  S.  Leiby. 
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Senator  Frank  E.  Baldwin  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows: 

Mr.  President  and  fellow  Senators:  Under  the 
resolution  just  read  I  deem  it  my  duty  and  priv¬ 
ilege  to  pay  brief  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our 
friend,  former  Senator  J.  Frank  Graff.  He  was 
born,  like  so  many  men  who  have  attained  suc¬ 
cess  and  high  position  in  life,  on  a  farm  in 
Worthington,  Armstrong  County,  August  12,  1857; 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town;  prepared  for  college  at  Stevens  Hall  and 
afterwards  graduated  from  Pennsylvania  College 
at  Gettysburg  in  1879 ;  soon  after  his  graduation 
he  engaged  in  the  woolen  manufacturing  business 
and  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Peter  Graff 
&  Company,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  con¬ 
ducting  the  affairs  of  his  company  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  took  a  personal  interest  in  farm¬ 
ing;  he  was  also  a  director  in  the  Merchants 
National  Bank  of  Kittanning  from  the  time  of  its 
organization ;  from  very  early  manhood  he  took 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs;  besides  hold¬ 
ing  other  positions  of  trust,  he  was  a  delegate  to 
the  Republican  State  Convention  in  1897;  elected 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1900;  reelected 
in  November,  1902;  was  a  Roosevelt  elector  in 
1904;  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  November, 
1912,  and  reelected  to  the  Senate  in  November, 
1916,  thus  serving  in  the  sessions  of  1913,  I9!5 
and  1917.  Death  came  to  him  on  June  6,  1918. 
In  addition  to  his  interest  in  public  affairs,  we 
are  told  that  he  took  a  great  interest  in  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  his  town  and  county.  Was  very  loyal 
and  devoted  to  his  church  and  contributed  most 
liberally  of  his  time  and  money  to  its  support,  and 
was  superintendent  of  its  Sunday  School  many 
years. 

As  we  have  just  indicated,  he  was  active  in 
business  affairs — besides  the  personal  management 
of  the  firm  of  Peter  Graff  &  Company,  large 
woolen  manufacturers,  he  gave  considerable  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  farm  and  was  keenly  interested  as  a 
director  in  the  Merchants  National  Bank  of  Kit¬ 
tanning  and  in  various  other  enterprises.  He  was 
devoted  to  his  family  and  home  and  leaves  a  wife 
and  eight  children  to  mourn  his  loss,  seven  sons 
and  one  daughter — two  sons  in  the  service,  one 
a  major  in  the  28th  Division.  We  know  of  his 
service  among  us  in  this  body — an  honest,  upright 
legislator  who  intended  to  do  his  full  duty  at  all 
times;  a  fellow-senator  that  was  courteous  and 
pleasant.  He  may  not  have  been  as  aggressive  and 
courageous  in  some  things  as  others,  but  always 
affable  and  honest  in  his  convictions,  we  are 
sure,  and  the  Senate  feels  that  they  have  lost  a 
most  worthy  representative  and  a  good  friend ; 
that  his  community  mourns  a  kind  neighbor  and 
friend  and  its  most  prominent  citizen ;  his  family 
a  most  devoted  husband  and  father,  and  our 
heartfelt  sympathy  goes  out  to  them  in  their  great 
bereavement. 

We  appreciate  fully  as  our  sentiments  the  senti¬ 
ment  so  beautifully  expressed  by  Irvine  in  these 
lines : 


There  is  a  voice  from  the  tomb  sweeter  than  song; 
There  is  a  remembrance  of  the  dead,  to  which  we 
Turn  even  from  the  charms  of  the  living. 

These  we  would  not  exchange  for  the  song  of 
pleasure 

Or  the  burst  of  revelry. 

And  we  are  sure  that  it  can  well  be  said  of  him, 
whose  memory  we  cherish : 

“That  he  so  lived  that  when  he  came  to  the 
river  that  marks  the  unknown  shore — that  his 
hands  were  filled  with  deeds  of  charity,  the  Golden 
Keys  that  ope’  the  palace  to  eternity.” 

Senator  Craig  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  Senate: 
Frank  Graff,  a  distinguished  member  of  this  Sen¬ 
ate,  reached  the  end  of  the  long  road  that  we  are 
all  traveling  on  the  sixth  day  of  June  of  last 
year.  Senator  Graff  was  one  of  the  most  popular 
and  best  liked  members  of  this  body.  His  char¬ 
acteristic  that  stood  out  above  all  others  was  his 
absolute  honesty  of  purpose.  You  never  needed 
to  ask  Frank  Graff  where  he  stood  on  any  measure. 
All  you  needed  to  do  was  to  read  the  measure 
under  consideration  and  you  knew  where  Senator 
Graff  would  be.  When  he  had  made  up  his  mind 
which  was  right  and  which  was  wrong,  no  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  effect  upon  his  personal  or 
political  fortunes  could  induce  him,  even  for  a 
minute,  to  be  anywhere  except  just  where  he 
thought  was  right.  You  know  that  in  a  place 
where  you  are  not  well  known,  by  a  pleasing 
demeanor  or  the  assumption  of  integrity,  you  may 
deceive  people.  The  true  test  of  what  a  man  is 
is  what  the  people  who  know  him  best  think  of 
him.  Last  summer  I  went  up  into  that  little  vil¬ 
lage  in  the  hills  of  Armstrong  County,  where  we 
laid  Senator  Graff  to  rest,  and  when  I  saw  the 
people  from  miles  around  who  had  flocked  into 
that  little  country  churchyard  to  do  honor  to  our 
deceased  friend,  when  I  saw  the  sorrow  written  on 
their  faces,  the  grief  in  their  eyes,  when  I  heard 
what  they  had  to  say  about  Frank  Graff  and  what 
he  had  been  and  what  he  had  meant  to  that 
community,  and  the  life  that  he  lived  among 
them— when  I  heard  and  saw  these  things  from 
his  neighbors,  who  had  known  him  from  childhood, 
and  who  knew  him  best,  I  could  well  under¬ 
stand  then  what  it  was  in  Frank  Graff’s  character 
that  made  him  so  many  friends.  In  the  death  of 
Senator  Graff  his  home  community  has  lost  its 
greatest  citizen ;  the  State  has  lost  one  of  its  ablest 
sons ;  and  we  who  knew  him  so  well  last  session 
have  lost  one  of  our  best  friends.  Mr.  President, 
these  losses  are  irreparable;  they  can  never  be 
made  up.  Frank  Graff  is  gone,  and  there  is 
nothing  left  for  us  but  the  memory  of  his  pres¬ 
ence  and  the  effects  upon  us  of  his  many  kind 
deeds  while  he  was  here.  I  know  that  it  is  not 
quite  orthodox,  and  I  may  be  condemned  for  ex¬ 
pressing  these  sentiments,  but  I  think  that  if  a 
man  leads  a  good  clean  life,  if  he  just  plays  the 
game  on  the  square  and  is  just  true  to  himself 
and  to  his  fellow-man,  that  when  his  time  comes 
to  go  he  will  have  done  all  that  could  have  been 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


19 


expected  reasonably  of  him;  and,  Mr.  President, 
I  am  sure  that  Frank  Graff,  in  the  light  of  the 
flawless  life  that  he  lived,  so  nearly  as  any  man 
could  in  the  sins  and  temptations  of  the  world, 
that  when  he  stood  before  the  great  white  throne, 
before  the  judgment  bar  of  the  court  of  last 
resort,  that  Jesus  Christ  the  merciful  Father,  the 
Maker  of  us  all,  said  to  Frank  Graff,  “Enter,  in 
thee  I  see  no  harm.”  And  I  believe  that  when  we 
have  heard  the  last  summons  that  calls  us  home, 
when  we  have  reached  the  end  of  the  same  road 
that  Frank  Graff  traveled  down,  when  we  have 
come  to  that  other  shore,  that  we  shall  find  Frank 
Graff  standing  there  on  the  threshold  to  greet 
us  there,  as  he  stood,  times  without  number,  at 
the  back  door  of  this  Senate  to  greet  us  here,  that 
he  will  have  the  same  happy  smile  on  his  face, 
the  same  clear  light  in  his  eyes,  the  same  glad 
handshake,  and  that  he  will  be  glad  to  see  us, 
just  as  we  will  be  glad  to  see  him. 

Senator  Nason  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

Mr.  President,  gentlemen  of  the  Senate:  It  is 
with  mingled  feelings  of  sadness  and  sorrow  and 
pleasure  that  I  rise  at  this  time  to  move  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  resolutions  that  have  just  been  pre¬ 
sented.  One  of  the  first  senators  that  I  met  and 
became  acquainted  with  when  I  entered  upon  my 
official  duties  in  this  body  was  the  Honorable  J. 
Frank  Graff.  From  that  time  down  through  the 
session  of  1917  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
I  learned  to  regard  him  with  a  great  deal  of  ad¬ 
miration,  and  I  counted  him  as  among  my  friends, 
a  friend  who  was  true  and  trusted.  I  regard 
Frank  Graff  as  a  man  of  sterling  qualities,  honest 
and  true.  He  was  a  man,  stalwart,  honest  and 
true  among  men.  Frank  Graff  as  he  appealed  to 
me  was  a  man  of  strong  convictions.  He  was  a 
man  that  weighed  the  subjects  that  were  brought 
before  him  conscientiously,  carefully  attempting  to 
arrive  at  the  exact  truth  and  when  he  had  come  to 
those  conclusions  they  were  deep  convictions  with 
him,  because  they  were  based  upon  the  truth, 
arrived  at  conscientiously.  Frank  Graff,  while  he 
had  these  convictions,  was  always  ready  to  express 
them.  He  even  became  serious,  and  sometimes 
aggressive,  in  his  own  views;  at  the  same  time  he 
was  always  tolerant,  he  was  always  fair,  and  al¬ 
ways  treated  with  courtesy  and  kindness  those 
who  disagreed  with  him.  Frank  Graff  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  in  this  body  was  always 
faithful;  he  was  always  conscientious;  he  was 
always  constant  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty  that 
came  before  him  in  this  body.  He  was  always 
true  to  his  constituents.  He  ever  had  in  mind  the 
best  interest  of  the  Commonwealth  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  He  was  loyal  to  his  country  and 
to  his  flag.  Frank  Graff  as  I  remember  him — as 
I  knew  him — always  met  you  with  a  smile;  he 
always  met  you  with  a  hearty  greeting;  always 
ready  to  help  you.  There  are  members  of  this 
body,  who,  I  know,  can  bear  witness  to-day  to  the 
counsel  and  help  rendered  them  by  J.  Frank  Graff 
during  that  arduous  session  of  1917. 


Frank  Graff  was  a  man  that  was  proud  of  his 
family.  He  was  a  man  that  was  proud  of  those 
that  bore  his  name.  He  was  a  loving  husband.  He 
was  a  kind  and  considerate  parent.  Frank  Graff 
as  I  regarded  him  was  a  loyal  citizen — his  loyalty 
was  never  questioned.  He  was  true  to  his  citizen¬ 
ship;  he  was  true  to  his  flag;  true  to  his  country. 
This  I  consider  as  most  decidedly  proved  by  the 
manly  and  heroic  manner  in  which  he  uncomplain¬ 
ingly  and  proudly  consented  to  the  entrance  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  of  his  two  sons. 
He  often  spoke  to  me  of  those  two  sons.  He  was 
proud  of  the  course  they  took,  and  he  never  re¬ 
gretted  that  they  had  joined  the  army  and  gone  out 
to  fight  for  their  country.  This  certainly  proved 
his  loyalty.  It  was  these  qualities,  I  consider, 
that  made  of  J.  Frank  Graff  a  typical  American 
citizen;  that  made  of  him  a  great  senator,  that 
made  of  him  a  fine  neighbor. 

It  was  with  a  decided  shock  of  sorrow  and  sad¬ 
ness  that  last  June  we  heard  of  his  departure. 
We  had  learned  to  love  him,  we  had  learned  to 
esteem  and  regard  him  as  a  man  with  whom  it 
was  a  pleasure  to  be  acquainted.  I  consider  it  a 
pleasure  to  have  known  and  been  acquainted  with 
Frank  Graff.  I  consider  it  an  advantage  to  me 
to  have  been  associated  with  him  in  this  body. 
But,  he  has  gone.  It  was  a  shock  that  we  should 
note  his  departure  from  a  busy  and  active  life, 
when  he  was  apparently  in  the  strength  of  his 
manhood.  We  will  miss  him;  we  will  miss  him 
at  his  desk;  we  will  miss  his  kindly  smile;  we  will 
miss  his  congenial  greeting;  we  will  miss  him  in 
the  discussion  of  the  matters  that  come  before 
this  body.  But  he  has  gone.  We  perhaps  cannot 
understand  the  Providence  in  events  like  these 
that  we  cannot  control ;  they  are  unalterable,  they 
are  beyond  our  comprehension,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  all  we  can  say  is  that  it  was  for  the  best. 
But  this  we  do  know,  this  we  can  understand,  we 
know  that  Frank  Graff  will  be  missed,  a  loss  to 
his  family.  The  family  has  lost  a  kind  parent; 
the  wife  has  lost  a  loving  husband,  and  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  lived  has  lost  a  neighbor,  a 
friend,  a  helper,  one  which  perhaps  cannot  be  re¬ 
placed.  He  will  be  missed  in  this  body,  his 
deliberations  and  conclusions  were  always  of  the 
best.  He  was  a  true  statesman,  always  having  at 
heart  the  interests  of  the  State  and  nation.  We 
will  miss  him,  he  has  gone.  We  may  bring  flowers 
to  his  bier;  we  may  at  this  time  put  on  the 
records  the  minutes  of  his  death  and  of  our  re¬ 
gards  and  appreciation  of  his  life.  It  is  with  a 
degree  of  pleasure  that  this  afternoon  we  recount 
and  remember  the  fine  qualities  of  Frank  Graff; 
the  fine  things  that  he  did;  his  manliness;  his  hero¬ 
ism;  his  true  citizenship,  but  we  cannot  recall  him, 
and  while  we  do  these  things,  they  are  but  a 
slight  momento  of  his  sterling  worth  and  qualities. 
They  are  but  a  meagre  appreciation  of  the  feeling 
we  have  for  him,  of  an  appreciation  of  his  life 
and  character,  but  we  cannot  do  more.  We 
appreciate  him  beyond  words  that  we  can  express. 
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We  will  say  that  it  comes  from  a  heart  of  kind¬ 
liness. 

Senator  Leiby  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  Senate: 
When  I  stepped  into  the  portals  of  this  Senate 
Chamber  as  a  new  member,  a  little  over  two  years 
ago,  one  of  the  first  men  to  greet  me  was  the 
late  J.  Frank  Graff.  Unlike  some  of  the  other 
members  of  this  body  who  try  to  impress  the  new 
members  with  their  importance  and  with  their 
power,  J.  Frank  Graff  would  meet  the  new  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  Senate  with  kindness  and  humanity 
and  try  to  make  you  feel  at  home  in  your  new 
office  and  in  your  new  home.  I  knew  him  as  a 
member  of  this  Senate  during  the  session  of  1917, 
and  when  the  news  of  his  death  came  to  us  at  a 
time  when  this  nation  was  embroiled  in  the  great¬ 
est  conflict  of  ages,  and  when  we  were  busily 
engaged  with  the  affairs  at  home,  this  news  came 
as  a  sudden  shock,  and  while  we  were  learning 
daily  of  the  news  of  thousands  of  deaths  across 
the  waters,  the  news  of  the  death  of  such  a  friend 
struck  us  with  a  peculiar  sensation  and  brought  to 
us  a  reminder  of  the  presence  of  death  even  in  the 
peaceful  vocations  and  avocations  of  life,  teaching 
us  that  at  no  time  are  we  safe  and  secure  with  the 
life  that  is  given  us  as  a  treasure  and  a  benefit 
to  all  mankind.  Some  men  may  measure  life  dif¬ 
ferently,  men  may  place  different  values  upon  the 
success  and  failure  of  men;  some  men  consider 
it  their  chief  aim  in  life  to  secure  and  possess 
riches,  other  men  to  sit  in  high  stations  in  life, 
other  men  find  it  their  greatest  glory  in  serving 
humanity,  and  in  humility  carrying  out  the  dictates 
of  the  conscience  that  has  been  trained  from  the 
very  lap  of  a  faithful  mother,  even  down  to  the 
day  when  the  body  is  laid  in  the  tomb.  J.  Frank 
Graff  typified  the  last  mentioned  type  of  citizen, 
a  man  that  did  not  crave  for  notoriety,  a  man 
that  did  not  crave  the  dollar  above  the  soul 
of  man,  but  the  man  who  found  his  greatest 
pleasure  and  his  greatest  delight  in  spreading 
the  gospel  of  brotherly  love,  friendship  and  of 
helpfulness  to  all  those  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact.  We  found  in  J.  Frank  Graff  as  a 
member  of  this  distinguished  body  such  a  per¬ 
sonage.  We  did  not  admire  him  for  his  bril¬ 
liant  oratory,  we  did  not  admire  him  for  any 
matchless  leadership  that  comes  from  powers  that 
are  delegated,  but  we  admired  him  for  his  sin¬ 
cerity,  we  admired  him  for  his  hospitality  and  his 
singleness  of  purpose.  Firm  in  conviction,  never¬ 
theless  always  tolerant;  always  just  in  his  treat¬ 
ment  of  fellow-members  of  this  body ;  and  always 
from  his  countenance  and  his  life  emanated  those 
rays  of  love  and  kindness  that  make  his  memory 
one  of  the  sweet  things  of  this  life.  The  life  of 
J.  Frank  Graff  has  made  everyone  better  who  came 
in  contact  with  him;  the  life  that  he  led  leaves 
footprints  on  the  sands  of  time  that  make  for 
honesty  of  purpose  and  clearness  of  purpose  and 
for  positiveness  of  character.  We  will  remember 
him  for  these  traits  and  we  loved  him  for  these 


traits,  because  he  was  here,  because  he  was  asso¬ 
ciated  with  us  and  because  he  has  lived  with  us, 
everyone  has  been  benefited;  his  life  has  not  been 
lived  in  vain,  but  by  his  life  the  world  has  been 
made  better,  humanity  has  been  raised  just  a  little 
from  its  ordinary  and  common  place  to  better  liv¬ 
ing  conditions,  to  better  conceptions,  our  vision  has 
been  broadened  and  we  see  the  purpose  of  life  in 
a  new  way  and  with  a  new  clearness,  and  we 
appreciate  that  to  live  in  this  life  is  to  serve  our 
fellow-men.  J.  Frank  Graff  is  missed  to-day 
because  of  these  peculiar  qualities  of  humility,  of 
honesty  and  courage,  and  because  of  his  singleness 
of  heart.  His  body  has  been  laid  away  but  there 
is  a  memory  that  lives  in  the  hearts  of  everyone 
that  knew  him ;  it  is  a  memory  that  comes  to  us 
at  refreshing  moments  and  brings  us  not  only 
into  closer  communionship  with  each  other,  but 
it  bears  us  nearer  toward  our  Creator.  J.  Frank 
Graff’s  mission  in  life  was  to  bring  these  qualities 
to  humanity  and  to  all  those  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact;  he  performed  that  mission  and  because 
he  lived  we  are  better. 

Following  the  addresses  as  given  above,  the  reso¬ 
lutions  as  presented  were  adopted  by  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Senate,  those  present,  voting  yea  being : 
Messrs.  F.  E.  Baldwin,  R.  J.  Baldwin,  Barnes,  Barr, 
Beales,  Boyd,  Campbell,  Craig,  Crow,  Daix,  Davis, 
DeWitt,  Donahue,  Einstein,  Eyre,  Graff,  Gray, 
Haldeman,  Heaton,  Herron,  Homsher,  Jones, 
Leiby,  Leslie,  Marlow,  Martin,  McConnell,  Mc- 
Nichol,  Mearkle,  J.  S.  Miller,  S.  J.  Miller,  Mur¬ 
doch,  Nason,  Patton,  Phipps,  Salus,  Sassaman, 
Schantz,  Smith,  Snyder,  Sones,  Tompkins,  Turner, 
Weaver,  Whitten,  Woodward ;  Buckman,  president 
pro  tern. 


JAMES  BROWN  GRAFF,  M.  D.  — A  prac¬ 
ticing  physician  of  Worthington,  Pennsylvania, 
with  an  enviable  reputation  for  professional  skill, 
is  James  Brown  Graff,  M.  D.,  a  son  of  the  late 
Hon.  John  Francis  Graff,  former  State  Senator, 
of  Worthington,  Pennsylvania,  a  memorial  of 
whom  appears  in  this  work.  The  family  owes  its 
prestige  primarily  to  the  large  Buffalo  Woolen 
Mills,  founded  in  1865  by  a  member  of  the  family. 
Peter  Graff,  in  association  with  Isaac  Firth,  estab¬ 
lished  the  mills  on  Big  Buffalo  River,  between  the 
south  bank  of  the  run  and  the  creek.  The  dam 
on  the  creek  was  the  original  source  of  all  power, 
which  was  supplied  to  a  single  mill.  This  building 
was  seventy  by  thirty-five  feet  in  dimensions,  and 
three  stories  in  height.  In  1867  an  addition  was 
built  of  the  same  height  and  sixty  by  thirty-five 
feet  in  extent.  Auxiliary  buildings,  erected  when 
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the  mill  was  started,  comprised  a  woodhouse,  a 
warehouse,  fifty  by  twenty-eight  feet  and  two 
stories  high;  a  stone  dryhouse,  fifty  by  twenty-five 
feet.  In  1876  a  new  woodhouse  and  a  new  store 
were  built.  Each  was  of  two  stories,  forty  by 
thirty-five  feet.  The  machinery  consisted  of  eight 
carding  machines,  two  self-acting  mules,  with  three 
hundred  and  eighty-four  spindles  each,  and  a 
spinning  jack,  with  one  hundred  and  eighty  spin¬ 
dles,  used  for  twisting  stocking  yarn  and  for  cas- 
simeres.  There  were  thirteen  looms,  wide  and 
narrow,  for  weaving  jeans,  blankets,  flannels,  cas- 
simeres  and  fine  cassimeres.  The  mules  and  a  con¬ 
siderable  part  of  the  other  machinery,  the  latest 
and  the  best  obtainable  at  the  time,  were  brought 
here  from  England.  The  mill  contained  also  all 
the  other  machinery  required  for  fulling  and  finish¬ 
ing.  At  the  time  there  were  twenty-five  em¬ 
ployees,  and  the  amount  of  wool  used  annually 
was  eighty  thousand  pounds.  In  1886,  the  firm 
was  composed  of  Peter  Graff,  E.  D.  Graff,  J. 
(Frank)  Graff  and  James  E.  Claypoole.  Peter 
Graff  died  in  1890,  and  in  1912  his  son,  E.  D. 
Graff,  followed  him  to  his  grave.  The  surviving 
partners  continued  the  business  under  the  old 
name.  At  this  time  (1925)  the  mills  are  devoted 
exclusively  to  the  production  of  all-wool  blankets. 
These  are  sold  in  every  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  are  regarded  as  the  standard  of  perfection  in 
that  field.  Six  buildings  are  in  use,  and  there 
are  more  than  sixty  employees.  They  operate 
more  than  1800  spindles,  producing  more  than 
60,000  pairs  of  blankets  yearly.  They  consume 
about  360,000  pounds  of  domestic  scoured  wool. 
Two  gas  engines,  one  of  sixty  and  the  other  of 
one  hundred  horse  power,  run  the  machinery.  The 
plant  is  insured  for  $100,000.  Since  the  death  of 
Senator  J.  (Frank)  Graff  in  June,  1918,  the  busi¬ 
ness  has  been  conducted  by  his  sons,  who  have 
enlarged  the  production  and  the  capacity  of  the 
plant. 

James  Brown  Graff,  one  of  the  sons  of  the 
late  State  Senator  J.  (Frank)  Graff  (q.  v.)  and 
Carrie  Louise  (Brown)  Graff,  was  born  in  Lan¬ 
caster,  Pennsylvania,  December  21,  1882.  He  was 
graduated  from  Gettysburg  College  with  the  de¬ 
grees  of  Bachelor  of  Science  and  that  of  Master 
of  Science.  He  then  studied  medicine  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  whence  he  was  graduated  Doctor  of  Medi¬ 
cine.  He  is  a  32d  degree  Mason  and  a  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


He  married,  October  1,  1912,  at  Philadelphia, 
Helen  Wertz,  daughter  of  Daniel  Jackson  Wertz 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Grey)  Wertz.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Graff  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Carrie 
Louise,  born  June  18,  1921 ;  James  Brown,  Jr., 
born  December  24,  1923. 


PETER  GRAFF,  3d. — The  name  of  Graff 
is  one  to  conjure  with  in  Armstrong  County,  since 
those  who  have  borne  it,  particularly  for  the  last 
three  generations,  have  become  so  closely  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  industrial,  political,  civic  and  re¬ 
ligious  life  of  that  section  that  it  virtually  is  im¬ 
possible  to  think  of  these  endeavors  apart  from  the 
Graff  family.  Fully  maintaining  the  standards  set 
up  by  his  forebears  is  Peter  Graff,  3d,  of  Worth¬ 
ington,  recognized  as  a  foremost  business  man  and 
religious  layman  in  that  community.  President 
of  Peter  Graff  &  Company,  treasurer  of  the 
Graff  Kittanning  Clay  Products  Company,  owner 
of  the  Peter  Graff  Milling  Company,  a  direc¬ 
tor  in  two  banks,  filling  a  succession  of  eighty-two 
years,  covered  by  three  officials — the  grandfather, 
father  and  son — in  the  position  of  superintendent 
of  the  Lutheran  Sunday  School,  Mr.  Graff,  it  will 
be  readily  perceived,  occupies  high  station  in  the 
varied  activities  of  the  town  of  Kittanning  and  the 
county  of  Armstrong. 

Peter  Graff,  3d,  was  bom  in  Worthington,  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  Pennsylvania,  September  15,  1886, 
a  son  of  the  late  State  Senator  John  Francis 
Graff  (q.  v.)  and  Carrie  Louise  (Brown)  Graff, 
his  wife.  His  father  was  one  of  the  most  noted 
men  of  his  day  in  the  Armstrong-Butler  County 
District.  The  son,  Peter  3d,  was  given  by  his 
parents  every  educational  advantage  within  their 
ample  means.  He  first  attended  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  village  of  Worthington,  and  then 
entered  the  Mercersburg  Preparatory  School,  from 
which  he  went  to  Princeton  University,  whence  he 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  I9°9  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Upon  leaving  the  university 
he  early  gave  proof  of  his  executive  ability  and 
managerial  capacity.  In  1919  he  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  Peter  Graff  &  Company,  woolen  blanket 
manufacturers,  and  treasurer  of  the  Graff  Kittan¬ 
ning  Clay  Products  Company,  in  1924,  these  being 
among  the  leading  industries  of  that  section,  and 
he  continues  in  those  positions.  He  also  came 
into  the  ownership  of  the  Peter  Graff  Milling 
Company.  He  is  a  partner  with  his  brother, 
Edmund  D.,  in  the  Buffalo  Supply  Company,  and 
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a  partner  with  his  brothers,  Edmund  D.,  and 
Richard  M.,  in  the  Craigsville  Supply  Company. 
He  is  a  director  of  the  Armstrong  County  Trust 
Company  and  the  Farmers  National  Bank  of  Kit¬ 
tanning. 

In  his  political  associations  Mr.  Graff  is  a  loyal 
and  active  Republican.  He  is  president  of  the 
Town  Council  of  Worthington.  During  the  World 
War  he  was  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  and 
energetic  workers  in  the  government  campaigns 
for  monetary  support,  and  was  chairman  of  the 
Liberty  Loan  drives  in  Worthington. 

Prominently  identified  with  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  Mr.  Graff  is  a  member  of  Kit¬ 
tanning  Lodge,  No.  244;  Orient  Chapter,  No.  247, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Kittanning  Council,  Royal 
and  Select  Masters;  Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No. 
1,  Knights  Templar;  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
is  also  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Ameri¬ 
cans.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Kittanning  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  his  clubs  are  the  Princeton  Club 
of  Pittsburgh  and  the  Kittanning  Country.  In 
religious  circles  Mr.  Graff  is  recognized  as  the 
leading  layman  of  Worthington.  He  is  an  elder 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  School,  which  office  was  held  by  his 
grandfather  for  fifty  years  and  by  his  father  for 
twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Graff,  3d,  of  this  review, 
has  held  this  position  for  the  last  seven  years, 
having  succeeded  his  honored  father  upon  the 
latter’s  death. 

Mr.  Graff  married,  June  7,  1911,  Georgie  I. 
Brown  of  Kittanning,  daughter  of  George  R.  and 
Isabel  (Patterson)  Brown.  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  J.  Frank,  3d,  born  December 
26,  1912,  and  Isabel  Patterson  Brown,  born  No¬ 
vember  28,  1914. 


JUDGE  JOHN  FRANCIS  GRAFF,  JR.— 

Justly  proud  of  his  military  career  in  the  World 
War,  Judge  John  Francis  Graff,  Jr.,  of  Kittan¬ 
ning,  has  added  an  enviable  record  at  the  bar  and 
on  the  bench.  His  distinguished  service  on  the 
Western  front  won  him  the  rank  of  major,  and  he 
was  accounted  one  of  the  ablest  officers  in  his 
division.  He  is  acknowledged  to  be  not  only  one 
of  the  youngest,  but  also  one  of  the  most  learned 
members  of  the  Armstrong  County  judiciary.  He 
is  adding  fresh  luster  to  the  family  name  of  Graff, 
noted  throughout  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for 


participation  in  the  industrial,  financial,  political, 
legal,  and  religious  fields. 

Judge  John  Francis  Graff,  Jr.,  was  born  in 
Worthington,  Pennsylvania,  December  28,  1888,  a 
son  of  Hon.  J.  (Frank)  Graff  (q.  v.),  who  carried 
the  fame  of  the  family  name  into  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature,  and  Carrie  Louise  (Brown)  Graff,  his 
wife,  a  daughter  of  Chief  Justice  Brown  of  this 
State,  who  lived  in  Gettysburg.  The  son,  John 
Francis,  Jr.,  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  village  and  was  prepared  for  college  at 
Mercersburg  Academy.  He  entered  Princeton 
University,  whence  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1911  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
Having  determined  to  engage  in  the  practice  of 
law,  he  entered  Harvard  Law  School,  where  he 
studied  for  two  years.  He  pursued  the  studies  of 
his  profession  in  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  Law 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1915  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1915,  and  at  once 
entered  practice,  later  becoming  a  member  of  the 
law  firm  of  Ralsten  &  Graff,  which  arrangement 
continued  in  effect  until  he  was  elevated  to  the 
bench.  He  took  his  seat  on  the  court  in  January, 
1924,  as  the  successor  of  Judge  H.  W.  King. 

Judge  Graff  permitted  the  active  expression  of 
his  patriotism  to  interrupt  his  law  business,  shortly 
after  he  engaged  in  its  practice.  He  began  his 
military  career  in  1914,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  pri¬ 
vate  in  Company  K,  16th  Infantry,  Pennsylvania 
National  Guard.  Not  long  after  joining  his  com¬ 
pany  he  was  appointed  corporal,  which  position  he 
held  for  some  time,  and  in  1915  he  was  elected 
second  lieutenant  of  the  company.  He  served  in 
the  latter  capacity  until  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the 
position  of  first  lieutenant  when  he  was  appointed 
to  hold  that  commission.  When  trouble  with 
Mexico  arose  in  1916,  he  went  to  the  Mexican 
Border  as  first  lieutenant  of  Company  K.  During 
his  service  in  that  campaign  he  was  appointed 
battalion  adjutant  and  transferred  to  the  major’s 
staff  at  battalion  headquarters.  He  held  that 
position  until  the  troops  returned  from  the  border. 
He  arrived  at  home  January  9,  1917-  When  the 
United  States  joined  the  Allies  and  Associated 
Nations  in  the  World  War,  Major  Graff,  on  July 
15,  1917,  went  to  Camp  Hancock,  Georgia,  as  first 
lieutenant  of  Company  K.  In  the  reorganization 
of  the  United  States  forces  his  old  regiment  be¬ 
came  known  as  the  112th  United  States  Infantry. 
While  at  Camp  Hancock  he  was  appointed  judge 
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advocate  of  his  regiment,  which  was  attached  to 
the  28th  Division.  Before  the  division  was  sent 
overseas,  Major  Graff  was  ordered,  with  a  number 
of  other  officers,  to  France,  April  30,  1918,  to  enter 
the  Officers’  Advance  School,  having  served  as 
adjutant  of  the  advanced  detachment.  Upon  the 
arrival  of  the  28th  Division  in  France,  he  was  re¬ 
turned  to  the  112th  Infantry  Regiment,  and  soon 
went  into  active  service  with  that  command.  He 
had  participated  in  a  number  of  major  actions 
under  heavy  fire,  when  he  was  ordered  to  return 
to  the  United  States  as  a  training  camp  instructor. 
On  the  day  that  he  was  to  have  started  his  journey 
home,  he  received  promotion  to  captain,  together 
with  an  order  to  continue  in  active  service  in 
France.  He  was  raised  to  a  captaincy  July  30, 
1918.  He  was  placed  at  different  times  in  com¬ 
mand  of  various  companies  of  the  112th  Regiment, 
and  on  November  4,  1918,  he  was  promoted  to 
major.  His  old  command,  as  Captain,  was  Com¬ 
pany  A,  and  in  his  advanced  position  he  com¬ 
manded  the  First  Battalion  of  that  regiment,  of 
which  he  was  actually  at  the  head  after  Sep¬ 
tember  26,  1918.  At  the  beginning  of  the  great 
Argonne  drive  he  commanded  his  battalion,  and 
continued  in  that  position  until  the  end  of  that 
historic  action.  For  two  days,  October  7  and  8, 
when  the  German  strong  point.  Hill  244,  was  taken 
from  the  enemy,  he  was  in  entire  charge  of  the 
regiment.  For  their  splendid  work  in  and  about 
Chatel  Chehery  on  that  memorable  morning,  Octo¬ 
ber  7,  Major  (then  Captain)  Graff,  in  command 
of  the  First  Battalion,  and  Captain  William  G. 
Smith,  in  command  of  the  Third  Battalion,  were 
recommended  by  the  brigade  commander  for  pro¬ 
motion  to  the  rank  of  major.  In  his  report  of  the 
action  of  Chatel  Chehery,  Brigadier-General  Nolan 
of  the  55th  Brigade  has  this  to  say  regarding  the 
commander  of  the  First  Battalion,  1x2th  Infantry: 

Captain  Graff  of  the  112th  Regiment,  who  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  regiment  after 
Colonel  Shannon  was  mortally  wounded,  showed 
himself  to  be  an  officer  of  exceptional  ability  in  the 
way  he  handled  the  regiment  on  October  7  and 
8  in  this  battle  and  earned  promotion  to  the  next 
highest  grade. 

Major  Graff  received  his  honorable  discharge 
from  the  service  at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey, 
May  6,  1919. 

Judge  Graff  is  president  of  the  Graff  Kittan¬ 
ning  Clay  Products  Company;  vice-president  and 
director  of  the  Peter  Graff  Woolen  Mills.  He  is 


a  Republican  in  his  politics.  He  is  affiliated  with 
the  important  bodies  of  Freemasonry;  member  of 
Lodge  No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  and 
a  32d  Degree  Scottish  Rite  member,  Coudersport 
Consistory.  He  is  a  member  of  Kittanning  En¬ 
campment,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows; 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  American  Legion,  Kiwanis 
Club,  Kittanning  Country  Club  and  Tiger  Inn 
Club  of  Princeton.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Kit¬ 
tanning  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His  religious  fel¬ 
lowship  is  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  he 
is  an  elder. 

Judge  Graff  married,  November  1,  1919,  at 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  Laura  E.  Ellis,  of  that  city, 
daughter  of  Abrim  and  Laura  (Marcum)  Ellis. 
They  are  the  parents  of  Laura  Ellis,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  4,  1920,  and  Sara  Hope,  born  February  17, 
1926. 

EDMUND  D.  GRAFF — As  a  member  of  the 
well-known  family  of  Graff,  which  has  figured 
prominently  for  several  generations  in  the  varied 
activities  of  account  in  Armstrong  and  Butler 
counties,  Edmund  D.  Graff  is  playing  well  his 
part  in  carrying  out  the  family  traditions  of  real 
service  to  a  large  community  through  his  coopera¬ 
tion  in  the  administration  of  two  of  the  leading 
industries  of  this  section,  and  as  a  director  in  a 
leading  banking  institution.  He  has  a  precious 
heritage  from  his  grandfather,  Peter  Graff,  and 
from  his  father,  the  late  Senator  J.  (Frank) 
Graff,  (q.  v.),  splendid  examples  of  manhood  and 
leadership  in  their  time  in  the  industrial  and  re¬ 
ligious  movements  of  the  Worthington  community. 
As  an  associate  in  business  affairs  with  his  brother, 
Peter  Graff,  3d,  Mr.  Graff  is  helping  carry  on  the 
great  Graff  woolen  industry,  the  chief  enterprise 
of  its  kind  in  Worthington.  He  is  a  helpful  factor 
in  the  community  life  and  seeks  to  promote  every 
worthy  endeavor. 

Edmund  D.  Graff  was  born  in  Worthington, 
Pennsylvania,  April  17,  1895,  a  son  J0!*11 
Francis  (J.  Frank)  Graff  (q.  v.),  and  Carrie  Lou¬ 
ise  (Brown)  Graff.  From  his  father  and  his  hon¬ 
ored  grandfather  were  inherited  those  prepossess¬ 
ing  traits  of  character  that  have  made  him,  as 
have  others  of  the  family  become,  one  of  the  out¬ 
standing  figures  in  the  circles  in  which  he  moves. 
His  elementary  training  was  received  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Worthington,  after  which  he  pur¬ 
sued  his  studies  at  the  Culver  Military  School, 
which  were  followed  by  a  course  at  the  Philadel- 
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phia  Textile  School,  concluding  with  a  term  at 
Duff’s  Business  College. 

Upon  the  completion  of  his  education,  he  was 
taken  by  his  father,  the  late  Senator  Graff,  into 
association  with  him  in  the  management  of  the 
Graff  Woolen  Mills.  He  made  it  his  chief  busi¬ 
ness  to  acquire  as  much  as  possible  a  working  and 
administrative  knowledge  of  the  establishment,  and 
soon  made  himself  indispensable  to  his  father.  His 
brother  (Peter  Graff,  3d),  as  noted  elsewhere  in 
this  work,  occupies  the  office  of  president  of  the 
corporation.  Mr.  Graff  is  also  vice-president  of 
the  Graff  Kittanning  Glay  Products  Company,  of 
Craigsville,  a  director  of  the  Merchants  National 
Bank  of  Kittanning,  a  partner  in  the  Buffalo  Sup¬ 
ply  Company,  and  the  Craigsville  Supply  Company. 

He  is  a  staunch  adherent  of  the  Republican 
party.  When  the  difficulties  with  Mexico  attained 
a  crucial  stage,  in  1916,  he  heeded  the  call  of  his 
government  for  troops,  and  went  to  the  Mexican 
Border  with  Company  K,  16th  Regiment  of  In¬ 
fantry,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard.  He  did 
well  his  part  in  the  execution  of  the  punitive  ex¬ 
pedition.  Not  long  after  his  return  home  he  was 
selected  to  attend  the  Officers’  Training  Camp  at 
Fort  Niagara,  and  while  holding  a  fond  hope  of 
eventually  receiving  an  officer’s  commission  and  of 
being  ordered  overseas  with  the  American  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Forces,  he  was  stricken  with  spinal 
meningitis,  and  was  compelled  to  accept  an  honor¬ 
able  discharge  from  the  service  with  the  rating  of 
first  sergeant.  Since  his  recovery  he  has  continued 
to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  his  industrial  and 
financial  interests. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Delta  Phi  Psi  fraternity 
and  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Kittanning 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  his  religious  fellow¬ 
ship  is  with  the  Lutheran  Church  of  Worthington. 


RICHARD  M.  GRAFF — Among  the  most 
recently  established  industries  in  Armstrong 
County,  Pennsylvania,  is  the  Graff  Kittanning  Clay 
Products  Company  of  Craigsville,  of  which  Richard 
M.  Graff  a  member  of  the  well-known  Graff  fam¬ 
ily,  is  secretary  and  general  manager.  The  genius 
for  promoting  the  organization  of  large  business 
concerns,  which  was  much  in  evidence  in  members 
of  the  Graff  family  of  the  last  three  generations, 
seems  to  have  been  inherited  in  ample  measure  by 


this  founder  of  the  Craigsville  industry.  The 
company  is  already  forwarding  its  products  to 
all  parts  of  the  United  States;  and  when  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  that  the  concern  has  been  established  less 
than  two  years,  it  is  confidently  to  be  expected  that 
the  volume  of  its  business  will  have  increased 
many-fold  within  a  comparatively  few  more  years. 
The  Graff  Kittanning  Clay  Products  Company  is 
virtually  one  of  the  major  results  of  Mr.  Graff’s 
successful  search  of  the  country  hereabout  for  a 
clay  soil  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  sewer 
pipe  and  kindred  products;  and  when  he  discovered 
paying  deposits  at  Craigsville  he  enlisted  the  sup¬ 
port  of  other  members  of  the  Graff  family  and 
associates  in  the  enterprise.  Their  official  and 
financial  support  gave  it  concrete  form,  and  the 
program  of  organization  and  the  method  of  manu¬ 
facture  were  worked  out  to  the  end  that  the  com¬ 
pany  soon  became  a  going  and  prosperous  con¬ 
cern,  conferring  also  a  large  benefit  upon  the  com¬ 
munity  of  its  headquarters  whence  are  drawn  the 
members  of  the  working  force. 

Richard  M.  Graff  was  born  in  Worthington, 
Pennsylvania,  June  30,  1900,  a  son  of  the  late 
State  Senator  John  Francis  (J.  Frank)  Graff 
(q.  v.)  and  Carrie  Louise  (Brown)  Graff,  his 
wife.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town,  whence  he  went  to  Blair  Academy,  Blairs- 
town,  New  Jersey,  and  there  was  prepared  for 
college.  He  entered  Lehigh  University,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1923,  with 
the  degree  of  Mining  Engineer,  in  which  depart¬ 
ment  he  had  specialized.  His  investigations,  con¬ 
ducted  over  a  period  of  a  year  or  more,  were  suc¬ 
cessfully  concluded  with  the  discovery  of  the  de¬ 
posits  at  Craigsville  from  which  to  draw  the 
material  for  the  manufacture  of  a  superior  quality 
of  clay  for  sewer  pipe  and  like  products.  The 
company  which  Mr.  Graff  formed,  found,  shortly 
after  it  had  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  its 
goods,  that  its  good-will,  as  well  as  its  products, 
was  distributed  throughout  the  country.  This 
naturally  was  gratifying  to  Mr.  Graff  and  his 
associates  and  also  to  the  Craigsville  community 
and  the  company’s  force  of  employees. 

The  Graff  Kittanning  Clay  Products  Company 
was  established  in  1924  with  a  capital  stock  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  members  of  the  organization:  John  Francis 
(J.  Frank)  Graff,  Jr.,  Edmund  D.  Graff,  Richard 
M.  Graff,  Peter  Graff,  3d,  Edward  G.  Linton, 
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Benjamin  L.  Arnold  and  Myer  Greenbaum.  The 
executive  officers  are :  President,  John  Francis 
Graff,  Jr.;  vice-president,  Edmund  D.  Graff; 
secretary  and  general  manager,  Richard  M.  Graff ; 
treasurer,  Peter  Graff,  3d.  Richard  M.  Graff  is 
also  partner  in  the  Craigsville  Supply  Company, 
dealers  in  general  merchandise. 

Mr.  Graff  is  a  loyal  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  During  his  college  years,  while  the  World 
War  was  in  progress,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Student  Army  Training  Corps.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  Blue  Lodge,  No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  the  Chi  Psi  College  fraternity.  He  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Kittanning  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  every 
worthy  cause  advanced  in  his  home  town  of 
Worthington,  in  the  city  of  Kittanning  and  in  the 
community  of  Craigsville. 


ORLO  JAY  HAMLIN — As  president  of  the 
Hamlin  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  of  Smethport, 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Hamlin  is  widely  known  over 
a  large  area  in  that  vicinity,  which  is  also  his 
native  town;  but  his  reputation  is  State  wide,  for 
his  many  offices  in  the  various  business  and  finan¬ 
cial  and  industrial  institutions  in  which  he  is  in¬ 
terested,  bring  him  actively  before  a  large  public. 
He  is  an  energetic  man  of  business,  and  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  civic,  fraternal  and  social  organizations, 
fully  living  up  to  the  high  standards  set  by  his 
forebears,  to  serve  not  alone  themselves,  but  their 
fellow  men  as  well.  The  family  of  Hamlins  have 
long  been  in  Smethport,  but  the  line  traces  back 
prior  to  the  first  of  the  family  to  settle  in  this 
country.  The  name  in  its  original  form  of  Ham¬ 
blen,  is  supposed  to  be  of  German  origin,  de¬ 
rived,  perhaps,  from  the  town  of  Hamlin,  in  lower 
Saxony,  at  the  junction  of  the  river  Hamel  with 
the  Weiser.  The  name  was  carried  to  France, 
where,  in  the  form  Hemelin,  it  is  still  common, 
and  whence  some  have  come  to  this  country  and 
to  Quebec,  where  they  have  become  numerous. 
In  England  the  name  was  spelled  Hamelyn,  Ham¬ 
lin,  Hamelin,  Hamlyn,  and  so  forth,  and  in 
America  usually  Hamlin.  As  the  name  is  found 
in  the  Roll  of  Battle  Abbey  it  was  probably  brought 
to  England  by  a  follower  of  William  the  Con¬ 
queror.  Many  Hamblen  families  bore  arms,  and 
representatives  of  this  distinguished  American 
family  participated  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution 
and  subsequent  wars.  It  has  produced  a  goodly 


number  of  able  men,  including  clergymen,  lawyers, 
physicians,  statesmen,  and  men  of  affairs.  The 
most  distinguished  representative  in  official  life 
of  modem  times  was  the  Hon.  Hannibal  Ham¬ 
lin,  vice-president  of  the  United  States  during 
Lincoln’s  administration ;  for  a  number  of  years 
member  of  the  United  States  Senate  from  Maine; 
and  afterwards  United  States  Minister  to  Spain. 

(I)  John  Hamelyn  of  Cornwall  was  living  in 
1570.  He  married  Amor,  daughter  of  Robert 
Knowles,  of  Sarun. 

(II)  Giles  Hamelin  resided  in  Devonshire  and 
married  the  daughter  of  Robert  Ashay.  They 
had  two  sons:  Thomas;  and  James,  of  whom 
further. 

(III)  James  Hamlin  or  Hamblen  was  living  in 
London  in  1623.  He  came  to  New  England  and 
settled  in  Barnstable,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was 
a  proprietor.  He  was  admitted  a  freeman  March 
1,  1641-2,  and  was  on  the  list  of  those  able  to  bear 
arms  in  1643.  He  was  a  town  officer.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Ann,  and  among  the  children  whose  records 
of  baptism  appear  in  the  parish  records  of  St 
Lawrence,  Reading,  Berkshire,  England,  is  that  of 
the  fourth  child,  James,  of  whom  further. 

(IV)  James  Hamlin,  son  of  James  and  Ann 
Hamlin,  or  Hamblen,  was  born  in  England  and 
baptized  April  10,  1636,  at  St.  Lawrence,  Read¬ 
ing,  Berkshire.  He  came  to  New  England  with 
his  mother  and  sisters  prior  to  1642,  and  was  a 
farmer  at  Barnstable,  and  resided  first  on  his 
father’s  farm,  later  removing  to  West  Barnstable. 
He  was  a  proprietor  of  Falmouth,  but  did  not 
live  there  any  length  of  time.  His  name  appears 
on  the  list  of  freemen,  May  29,  1670,  and  he  was 
appointed  as  “inspector  of  ordinarys”  for  the  town 
of  Barnstable.  He  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  church  in  1683 ;  he  was  deputy  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court  in  1705,  and  late  in  life  removed  to 
Tisbury,  where  his  will  was  dated  September  13, 
1717,  and  where  he  died  May  3,  1718.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  in  Barnstable,  November  20,  1662,  Mary 
Dunham,  bom  in  1642,  died  in  1715,  daughter  of 
John  and  Abigail  Dunham.  Among  their  chil¬ 
dren  was  Ebenezer,  of  whom  further. 

(V)  Deacon  Ebenezer  Hamlin,  son  of  James 
and  Mary  (Dunham)  Hamlin,  was  born  in  Barn¬ 
stable,  Massachusetts,  July  29,  1674,  and  died  in 
1755.  He  was  an  active  man  in  community  affairs, 
and  occupied  the  old  farm  with  his  father,  at 
Coggin’s  Pond.  He  removed  to  Rochester,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  now  Wareham,  and  was  one  of  the  orig- 
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inal  members  of  the  church  there,  and  was  ap¬ 
pointed  deacon  in  1735.  In  1742  he  became  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Sharon,  Connecticut.  He 
married  (first),  Sarah  Lewis,  of  Barnstable,  April 
4,  1698;  (second)  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Samuel 
Arnold,  of  Rochester,  Massachusetts.  Among  the 
children  by  the  first  marriage  was  the  fifth  child, 
Thomas,  of  whom  further. 

(VI)  Thomas  Hamlin,  son  of  Deacon  Ebenezer 
and  Sarah  (Lewis)  Hamlin,  was  born  in  Barn¬ 
stable,  May  6,  1710.  He  removed  from  Barn¬ 
stable,  and  later  married  (first)  December  10, 
1734,  at  Agawam,  Ruth  Gibbs;  (second),  at  Al¬ 
bany,  New  York,  Mary  Crowell.  Among  the 
children  by  the  first  marriage  was  the  second 
child,  Nathaniel,  of  whom  further. 

(VII)  Captain  Nathaniel  Hamlin,  son  of 
Thomas  and  Ruth  (Gibbs)  Hamlin,  was  born  at 
Agawam,  Massachusetts,  June  7,  1739,  and  died 
near  Sharon  Village,  Connecticut.  He  owned  a 
large  farm  at  Sharon  Mountain,  where  he  kept 
a  store  and  inn  for  the  entertainment  of  travelers. 
He  was  appointed  ensign  of  the  3d  Company  in 
Sharon,  October,  1771 ;  lieutenant  in  May,  1772, 
and  first  lieutenant  June,  1776.  Asa,  Cornelius 
and  Thomas  Hamlin  were  privates  in  the  same 
company,  which  was  commanded  by  Captain  Ed¬ 
ward  Rogers,  and  attached  to  Colonel  Fisher  Gays’ 
2d  Battalion  in  General  James  Wadsworth’s  Con¬ 
necticut  brigade  of  six  battalions.  This  brigade 
was  raised  in  1776,  to  reinforce  General  Washing¬ 
ton  in  New  Jersey,  and  fought  at  the  battle  of 
Long  Island,  and  was  at  White  Plains  in  active 
service  until  December  25,  1776  when  their  time 
expired.  He  married  (first),  at  Sharon,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  Lucy  Foster.  He  married  (second)  in  1786, 
Deborah  St.  John,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Deb¬ 
orah  (Ryse)  St.  John.  Among  the  children  of 
the  first  marriage  was  Dr.  Asa'  L.  Hamlin,  of 
whom  further. 

(VIII)  Dr.  Asa  L.  Hamlin,  son  of  Captain 
Nathaniel  and  Lucy  (Foster)  Hamlin,  was  born 
in  Sharon,  Connecticut,  March  30,  1780,  and  died 
at  Smethport,  Pennsylvania,  September  8,  1835. 
He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  attended  the  local 
schools,  securing  a  good  education,  and  later  be¬ 
came  a  regular  practicing  physician.  He  removed 
to  Fairfield,  New  York,  about  1814;  to  Salem, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1816;  and  to  Smethport,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  1833.  He  was  a  Federalist  in  pol¬ 
itics,  and  “reared  under  the  puritanical  regime  of 
the  Connecticut  Presbyterians.”  He  married  in 


Sharon,  December  26,  1802,  Asenath  Delano, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Huldah  (Doty)  Delano, 
and  among  their  seven  children  was  their  eldest 
child,  Orlo  Jay,  of  whom  further. 

(IX)  Orlo  Jay  Hamlin,  son  of  Dr.  Asa  L.  and 
Asenath  (Delano)  Hamlin,  was  born  in  Sharon, 
Connecticut,  December  2,  1803,  and  died  at  Smeth¬ 
port,  Pennsylvania,  February  13,  1880.  He  was 
educated  in  such  schools  as  that  early  day  pro¬ 
vided  in  Wayne  and  Bradford  counties,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  so  well  did  he  improve  his  oppor¬ 
tunities  that  in  1824,  he  was  appointed  teacher  of 
the  pioneer  school  at  Towanda,  Bradford  County. 
While  holding  that  position  he  read  law  in  the  office 
of  Simon  Kinney,  and  two  years  later  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar.  In  1826  he  was  admitted  with 
John  W.  Howe,  ex  gratia  member  of  the  McKean 
County  bar,  and  he  at  once  began  practice,  locat¬ 
ing  in  Smethport,  where  he  rose  to  the  highest  dis¬ 
tinction  in  his  profession  and  in  the  public  esteem. 
He  began  his  political  life  in  1828,  when  he  took 
a  leading  part  in  the  campaign.  He  was  elected 
to  the  State  Legislature,  and  made  his  first  great 
speech  in  support  of  a  State  road  through  McKean 
County.  In  July,  1836,  he  was  admitted  to  prac¬ 
tice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  in  1837 
practiced  before  the  United  States  District  Court 
of  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  active  in 
public  and  professional  life,  and  in  writing  in 
1852,  says  that  he  has  filled  the  offices  of  “town¬ 
ship  collector,  deputy,  postmaster,  deputy  protho- 
notary,  recorder  and  register,  treasurer  of  the 
township  road  funds  for  two  years,  postmaster 
three  years,  deputy  United  States  marshal  to  take 
the  census  of  1830,  deputy  attorney-general  for 
McKean  and  Potter  counties,  and  in  1832  member 
of  the  Legislature.”  After  resigning  his  seat 
in  the  constitutional  convention  of  1837,  which 
framed  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  he  partially  recovered  his  health,  sadly 
broken  by  his  labors  in  the  convention.  He  prac¬ 
ticed  with  great  success  up  to  1851,  but  for  over 
twenty  years  prior  to  his  death  never  appeared  in 
court,  his  last  public  case  being  in  1849,  when  he 
aided  the  district  attorney  in  the  prosecution  of 
Uzza  Robbins  on  trial  for  murder,  of  which  he 
was  convicted.  Though  physically  weak,  he  was 
possessed  of  rare  mental  power;  an  analyst  by 
nature,  he  was  logical  in  all  things,  and  each  prop¬ 
osition  submitted  for  his  opinion  was  subjected  to 
this  logical  dissection,;  so  when  the  conclusion  was 
reached,  it  was  an  eminently  just  and  proper  one. 
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During  that  period  of  twenty  years,  when  he  was 
debarred  from  professional  labor,  he  took  up  the 
study  of  French,  German,  Astronomy,  geology  and 
zoology,  using  in  his  studies  the  physical  assist¬ 
ance  of  members  of  his  family.  In  his  latter  life 
Mr.  Hamlin  became  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Smethport,  in  his  early  life  having  been 
skeptical  in  regard  to  the  immortality  of  the  soul. 
His  faith,  however,  grew  stronger  as  the  years 
ripened,  and  he  died  in  full  confidence  of  a  blessed 
immortality.  He  was  deeply  mourned,  his  death 
calling  forth  most  fitting  eulogy  from  his  brethren 
of  the  profession,  the  press  and  private  friends. 
He  was  a  resident  of  McKean  County  for  over 
half  a  century,  and  as  pioneer  lawyer,  public  offi¬ 
cial  or  friend  always  measured  up  to  the  full 
stature  of  manhood. 

Orlo  Jay  Hamlin  married,  January  13,  1828,  in 
Norwich  Township,  McKean  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Orra  Lucinda  Cogswell,  born  in  Griswold, 
Connecticut,  September  10,  1804,  died  in  Smeth¬ 
port,  April  17,  1880,  daughter  of  John  and  Dolly 

( - )  Cogswell.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 

following  children :  1 :  Harriet,  born  January  3, 

1829.  2.  Henry,  of  whom  further.  3.  John  Cogs¬ 
well,  born  March  4,  1836,  died  October  25,  1912, 
a  merchant;  he  married  Charlotte  M.  McCoy,  Oc¬ 
tober  15,  1857,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  William  Y.  and 
Charlotte  A.  (Darling)  McCoy;  children  born  in 
Smethport:  William  Orlo,  born  March  2,  1859; 
Charlotte  Aline,  December  1,  i860,  and  Mary 
Eugenia,  October  10,  1863.  4.  Pauline  E.,  de¬ 
ceased,  born  September  13,  1838;  married,  Janu¬ 
ary  20,  1858,  Robert  King,  deceased,  born  in  Guil¬ 
ford,  England,  September  30,  1830,  educated  in 
Birmingham,  England,  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1850,  a  surveyor  and  draughtsman;  hp  was  a 
Democrat,  and  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
although  his  parents  in  England  were  members  of 
the  Society  of  Friends;  children  born  in  Smeth¬ 
port:  Mary  Luella,  deceased,  a  music  teacher; 
Rowena  Jeanette,  deceased;  Eulalia  Marie,  born 
November  28,  1864;  Orlo  William,  born  April  3, 
1868,  died  in  September,  1869;  Orra  Hamlin,  born 
October  3,  1875 ;  married,  April  21,  1903,  Willett 
S.  Palmer,  of  Friendship,  New  York. 

(X)  Henry  Hamlin,  son  of  Orlo  Jay  and  Orra 
Lucinda  (Cogswell)  Hamlin,  was  born  in  Smeth¬ 
port,  Pennsylvania,  April  9,  1830,  and  died  June 
17,  1919.  He  inherited  his  father’s  love  for  books 
and  research,  and  after  his  preparatory  education 
was  obtained  began  the  study  of  law.  Finding 


that  his  health  required  a  less  sedentary  occupation, 
he  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  the  mercantile  estab¬ 
lishment  of  O.  J.  and  B.  D.  Hamlin.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  he  was  admitted  a  partner  in  the 
firm,  continuing  most  successfully,  until  1878, 
when  he  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  business  to 
Mr.  Haskell.  His  subsequent  business  life  has 
been  spent  in  oil,  timber  and  banking  ventures, 
and  they  brought  him  large  returns.  His  holdings 
of  timber  lands  in  Pennsylvania  and  other  States 
were  very  extensive,  and  he  managed  them,  as  well 
as  his  oil,  banking  and  commercial  affairs,  with 
great  wisdom  and  business  acumen.  His  faculty 
of  acquiring  a  comprehensive  understanding  and 
a  complete  knowledge  of  the  most  intricate  de¬ 
tails  of  every  enterprise  submitted  to  him  was 
one  of  the  secrets  of  his  great  success,  and  he 
rarely  made  a  mistake,  or  suffered  a  loss  in  his 
investments.  In  1863,  he  established  the  banking 
house  of  Henry  Hamlin,  in  Smethport,  which  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  solid  financial  institutions  of 
Western  Pennsylvania.  He  was  one  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  organizers  of  the  Smethport  Water  Works 
Company,  and  was  concerned  in  the  founding  of 
every  public  enterprise  of  merit  in  his  borough. 
He  was  an  ex-president  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Port  Allegany,  Pennsylvania,  and  senior  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  banking  house  of  Henry  Hamlin  &  Son, 
established  in  1863,  now  the  Hamlin  Bank  and  Trust 
Company,  of  which  he  was  president,  and  of  which 
his  son,  Orlo  J.  Hamlin,  is  to-day  the  president.  He 
was  also  a  director  of  the  Coudersport  &  Port  Alle¬ 
gany  Railroad  Company;  trustee  of  the  Fidelity 
Trust  Company,  of  Buffalo,  New  York;  president 
of  the  Buckeye  Gas  Company  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio ; 
director  in  the  Logan,  Newark  and  other  gas  com¬ 
panies  of  Ohio;  director  of  the  Fulton  &  Phoenix 
Gas  companies  in  New  York  State ;  director  of  the 
Conklin  Wagon  Company,  of  Olean,  New  York; 
trustee  of  the  Minona  Mining  Company  of  Colo¬ 
rado;  president  of  the  Smethport  Water  Company, 
and  director  in  the  Great  Southern  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany  of  Bogalusa,  Louisiana.  Besides  the  erection  of 
a  handsome  bank  building  and  a  fine  residence, 
Mr.  Hamlin  further  beautified  Smethport  by  the 
erection  and  endowment  of  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  and  his  family  were  com¬ 
municants,  and  of  which  he  was  senior  warden. 
He  gave  generously  to  many  benevolences,  and 
church  and  charitable  societies  were  the  bene¬ 
ficiaries  of  his  generous  and  free-giving  Christian 
character.  He  was  a  Democrat  originally,  but  dis- 
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sented  with  his  party  on  the  question  of  slavery, 
and  supported  the  candidacy  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
In  1881  he  was  elected  associate  judge  of  McKean 
County,  holding  that  office  until  the  abolishment 
of  the  same,  by  McKean  County  becoming  a  sep¬ 
arate  judicial  district. 

Henry  Hamlin  married,  in  Smethport,  August 
14  1854  Hannah  L.  McCoy,  born  February  18, 
1834,  died  October  3,  1924,  daughter  of  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Y.  and  Charlotte  A.  (Darling)  McCoy,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  all  born 
in  Smethport:  1.  Laena  Darling,  born  June  7, 
1856;  married  September  5,  1877,  Robert  Hutchin¬ 
son  Rose,  born  in  Montrose,  Pennsylvania,  in  1848, 
son  of  Edward  Wallace  and  Marian  (Simpson) 
Rose;  he  is  a  lawyer  of  Smethport,  a  State  Sen¬ 
ator,  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  in  which  he 
holds  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite;  a  Republican  in  his  politics, 
and  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church ;  Mrs.  Rose 
is  a  member  of  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church,  the 
Monday  Afternoon  Club,  the  Civic  Club,  King’s 
Daughters,  and  is  deeply  interested  in  church  and 
charitable  work ;  children :  Robert  Craig,  born  Au¬ 
gust  10,  1880,  died  September,  1915;  Marion,  born 
June  6,  1885,  died  August  17,  1897.  2.  Emma 
Marion,  born  December  26,  1857,  died  February  3, 
1922;  married,  October  26,  1885,  Rev.  John  Heber 
McCandless.  3.  Eugenia  May,  born  December  2, 
1865;  married,  January  21,  1891,  Howard  E.  Mer- 
rell,  deceased,  bom  in  Geneva,  New  York,  June 
14,  1862,  son  of  Dr.  Andrew  and  Anna  (Cannon) 
Merrell;  he  was  a  graduate  of  Hobart  College, 
A.  B.,  class  of  1883,  and  a  member  of  Magna  lum 
Sande  and  Phi  Beta  Kappa  societies;  he  was  a 
leading  nurseryman  of  Geneva.  4.  Orlo  J.,  of 
whom  further. 

(XI)  Orlo  J.  Hamlin,  son  of  Henry  and  Han¬ 
nah  L.  (McCoy)  Hamlin,  was  born  in  Smethport, 
Pennsylvania,  June  23,  1873.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools,  prepared  for  col¬ 
lege  at  St.  Paul’s  school,  Concord,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  and  entered  Hobart  College,  whence  he  was 
graduated,  class  of  1894.  He  then  took  a  course 
in  business  college,  and  at  once  began  an  active 
business  life.  He  was  junior  member  of  the 
banking  house  of  Henry  Hamlin  &  Son,  now  the 
Hamlin  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  of  which  he  was 
vice-president  since  the  consolidation  with  other 
institutions,  until  he  became  its  president,  January 
9,  1918.  Since  that  time  he  has  held  the  helm  of 
that  institution  and  is  carrying  it  successfully 


through  the  high  seas  of  prosperity.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  Buhl  Oil  and  Gas  Company,  with 
offices  in  Bradford,  Pennsylvania;  president  of  the 
United  States  Electric  Company  of  New  York 
City;  vice-president  of  the  Haines  Flint  Bottle 
Company,  of  Smethport;  director  of  Great  South¬ 
ern  Lumber  Company  of  Bogalusa,  Louisiana; 
director  of  the  Alleghany  Window  Glass  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Port  Allegany;  director  of  the  Empire 
Window  Glass  Company,  of  Shinglehouse,  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  ex-president  of  the  Clarence  Stone  & 
Lime  Company,  of  Clarence,  New  York;  director 
of  Pressure  Oil  Company  and  has  large  holdings 
in  other  oil  operations.  He  is  an  energetic  man 
of  business,  and  lives  fully  up  to  the  standards  set 
by  his  forebears  in  the  generations  since  the  Ham¬ 
lins  came  to  Smethport.  Mr.  Hamlin  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  his  college  fraternity,  Kapa  Alpha,  of  Ho¬ 
bart  College ;  he  also  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order, 
being  a  member  of  McKean  Lodge,  No.  388,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  Bradford  Chapter,  No.  260, 
Royal  Arch  Masons ;  Trinity  Commandery,  No. 
58,  Knights  Templar;  Coudersport  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  which  he  holds 
the  thirty-second  degree;  and  he  belongs  to  Zem 
Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  Bradford  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  his  clubs  are  the  country  and  Brad¬ 
ford,  of  Bradford;  Temple,  Smethport;  Kanad- 
dasaga,  of  Geneva,  New  York,  and  the  Republican 
of  New  York  City.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with 
St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  a 
vestryman. 

Orlo  J.  Hamlin  married  January  4,  1899,  Mirabel 
Depew  Folger,  born  in  Geneva,  New  York,  Sep¬ 
tember  23,  1877,  daughter  of  Charles  Worth  and 
Vashti  Susie  (Depew)  Folger.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Geneva  in  1848,  and  died  there  January  1 1, 
1886,  a  retired  nurseryman.  He  was  a  son  of 
Charles  James  Folger,  secretary  of  the  treasury 
under  President  Garfield,  and  a  judge  of  the  New 
York  Supreme  Court,  and  at  one  time  a  candidate 
for  Governor  of  New  York  State.  He  married 
Susan  Rebecca  Worth,  who  died  in  Geneva.  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Judge  Folger:  1.  Jane  Gaitskill,  died  at 
Saranac  Lake,  New  York;  unmarried.  2.  Charles 
Worth,  of  previous  mention.  3.  Susan  Worth, 
married  Mr.  Ouden,  an  electrician,  who  resided 
at  Schenectady,  New  York,  and  their  children 
were :  Charles  Folger ;  Constance,  married ;  and 
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Jane,  who  lives  at  home.  Mrs.  Vashti  Susie 
(Depew)  Folger,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Hamlin,  was 
the  daughter  of  George  Washington  and  Vashti 
(Cole)  Depew,  and  was  born  in  Peekskill,  New 
York,  November  9,  1852,  and  died  in  Geneva  Jan¬ 
uary  23,  1911.  She  was  a  distant  relative  of  Sen¬ 
ator  Chauncey  M.  Depew.  Her  father  died  in 
Peekskill,  and  her  mother  died  in  the  year  1854, 
when  she  was  but  a  few  years  of  age.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  George  Washington  and  Vashti  (Cole)  De¬ 
pew  were :  1.  George,  married,  both  he  and  his  wife 
died  in  Peekskill.  2.  Annie,  died  in  Patterson,  New 
Jersey;  married  Henry  Worster,  both  dead;  their 
children  being  Annie;  Susie,  married  J.  Conklin, 
all  residing  in  Paterson.  3.  Vashti  Susie,  of  pre¬ 
vious  mention,  who  married  Charles  Worth  Folger. 

Mr.  Orlo  J.  and  Mirabel  Depew  (Folger)  Ham¬ 
lin  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  all  bom  in 
Smethport :  1.  Mirabel  McCoy,  born  September 
6,  1901,  married  Robert  A.  Digel,  of  Smethport, 
Pennsylvania,  February  6,  1923,  they  have  one 
child,  Hannah  Catherine,  bom  May  3,  1924.  2. 
Hannah  McCoy,  born  January  10,  1905.  3.  Susan 
Depew,  born  January  29,  1911. 


HENRY  STEWART  THAYER— Of  a  ster¬ 
ling  ancestry,  Henry  Stewart  Thayer  is  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Ridgway,  Pennsylvania,  and  one 
of  the  more  noted  business  men  in  his  section  of 
the  State.  Mr.  Thayer’s  remote  forebears  were 
British  subjects.  His  first  American  ancestor  came 
to  America  from  Weymouth,  England,  in  1630, 
landed  in  Massachusetts,  and  settled  in  Weymouth 
in  that  State.  His  grandfather,  David  Thayer, 
moved  to  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  there 
married  Sarah  Washburn,  and  then  moved  to 
Ballston  Spa,  New  York,  and  thence  to  Penn 
Yan,  Yates  County,  New  York.  From  this  point 
he  moved  to  Steuben  County,  New  York,  near 
Bath,  where  he  remained  until  the  late  fifties, 
when  he  went  to  Deerfield,  Michigan,  where  he 
died  about  1870.  Subsequently  this  branch  of  the 
family  moved  to  Ridgway,  Elk  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  Henry  Stewart  Thayer  has  since 
made  his  home  and  built  up  his  reputation. 

Henry  Stewart  Thayer,  in  fact,  was  born  in 
Ridgway  Township,  now  the  borough  of  Ridgway, 
January  13,  1847.  His  education  was  acquired  in 
the  district  schools  of  Ridgway  Township,  from 
which  he  went  to  Alfred  University,  at  Alfred, 
New  York,  and  from  that  institution  to  Adrian 
College,  Adrian,  Michigan.  In  1866  he  started 


clerking  in  the  store  of  J.  V.  Houk,  one  of  those 
emporiums  of  general  merchandise  known  to  small 
towns.  In  this  employment  he  continued  about 
eighteen  months,  and  then,  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  J.  H.  Hagerty,  he  purchased  the  general  store 
of  Hiram  Belknap  in  1868.  Here  he  continued  for 
about  four  years,  when  he  sold  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Hagerty  on  account  of  failing  health.  He  then 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  coal  business, 
handling  both  soft  and  hard  coal,  and  continued 
for  about  eight  years  in  this  enterprise.  In  1883 
he  purchased  the  Laurel  Mill  lumber  plant,  at 
Laurel  Mill,  Ridgway  Township,  Pennsylvania, 
and  entered  upon  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  He 
also  purchased  a  timber  contract,  which  he  trans¬ 
ferred  to  W.  H.  Hyde  &  Company,  who  delivered 
the  logs  to  his  mill  and  Mr.  Thayer  made  them 
into  lumber,  which  became  the  joint  property. 

Mr.  Thayer  is  president  of  the  Elk  County 
National  Bank,  and  also  a  director  in  that  institu¬ 
tion;  and  he  is  associated  with  other  enterprises. 
He  was  a  Democrat  until  the  sixteen-to-one  policy 
of  that  party,  when  he  became  an  independent 
voter  of  the  Republican  faith.  He  has  been  a 
councilman  of  Ridgway  for  several  terms,  but  later 
declined  continuance  in  that  office.  He  has  many 
times  been  solicited  to  take  more  ambitious  public 
office,  but  has  always  declined,  as  he  prefers  to 
work  for  his  friends  rather  than  for  himself.  Mr. 
Thayer  was  a  director  of  the  Pine  Grove  Ceme¬ 
tery  of  Ridgway,  and  in  1923  gave  to  the  associa¬ 
tion  a  tract  of  land  of  some  seven  acres  adjoining 
the  present  cemetery,  all  the  lots  of  which  had  been 
sold  while  there  was  a  demand  for  others.  The 
land  was  urgently  required  for  the  purposes  of 
the  cemetery,  and  this  condition  induced  Mr. 
Thayer  to  give  this  piece  of  land  to  the  associa¬ 
tion,  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  Ridgway. 
Otherwise  they  would  have  been  compelled  to  go 
into  the  country  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  for  ad¬ 
ditional  space,  and  Mr.  Thayer  was  desirous  that 
the  required  land  should  be  connected.  This  new 
portion  of  the  cemetery  was  dedicated  to  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  the  mother  of  Air.  Thayer,  and  is  known  as 
the  Sarah  Thayer  Memorial  Cemetery.  Mr. 
Thayer  is  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of 
Ridgway;  a  member  of  the  Elk  County  Country 
Club;  a  member  of  the  Elk  County  Club  and  a 
member  of  the  Ridgway  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Thayer’s  parents  were  David  Thayer,  born 
in  Ballston  Spa,  New  York,  in  1812,  and  died  in 
Ridgway  in  1884;  and  his  mother  was  Sarah 
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(Stewart)  Thayer,  born  in  County  Cavan,  Ire¬ 
land,  in  1816,  and  came  to  America  when  seven 
years  old.  In  an  interesting  history  of  Ridgway, 
Pennsylvania,  issued  on  the  occasion  of  the  Cen¬ 
tennial  of  that  town,  much  historical  matter  was 
published,  the  date  of  the  event  being  1824-1924, 
and  Henry  Stewart  Thayer  wrote  many  of  his 
memories  for  the  publication.  The  reminiscences 
of  the  Thayer  family  are  of  peculiar  interest. 
David  Thayer  and  his  brother  Simeon  came  to 
Ridgway  in  the  spring  of  1825,  from  Bath,  Steu¬ 
ben  County,  New  York.  The  next  morning  after 
their  arrival  the  Clarion  being  at  rafting  flood, 
they  were  employed  to  help  run  rafts  of  lumber  to 
Pittsburgh.  Both  were  expert  river  men,  having 
had  much  experience  on  the  Susquehanna  waters. 
Returning  to  Ridgway,  they  engaged  in  clearing  a 
piece  of  land  in  West  Ridgway  for  Dickinson  & 
Company,  and  after  completing  this  job  Simeon 
Thayer  urged  his  brother  to  go  with  him  to  Can¬ 
ada.  Much  against  his  judgment  he  consented,  so 
they  shouldered  their  luggage  and  walked  to  St. 
Catharines,  Canada,  where  they  secured  work  on 
a  farm.  This  did  not  satisfy  David  Thayer,  so 
he  shouldered  his  baggage  and  returned  to  Ridg¬ 
way,  where  the  active  life  of  the  pioneer  appealed 
to  him  more  than  that  of  an  older  settled  country. 
He  was  a  man  of  rugged  build,  tall  and  straight 
as  an  arrow,  had  been  raised  on  a  farm,  and  had 
worked  in  the  woods  and  lumber  mills  of  Steuben 
County,  New  York.  He  was  therefore  well  quali¬ 
fied  to  cope  with  the  conditions  that  existed  in  this 
pioneer  settlement.  He  found  work  in  the  saw 
mills,  in  the  woods,  and  on  the  river  in  rafting 
time.  He  had  been  married  before  leaving  Bath, 
and  soon  returned  there  to  bring  his  wife  and  baby 
to  Ridgway.  After  a  time  he  engaged  in  the 
square  timber  business,  which  he  conducted  for 
several  years,  selling  to  the  saw  mill  men  in 
Pittsburgh.  During  this  time  he  also  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business,  having  built  a  house  on  the  lots 
now  occupied  by  the  Clarion  House,  Ridgway.  He 
next  secured  contracts  for  carrying  the  mails  to 
Warren  and  to  Brookville,  and  established  stage 
lines  between  these  towns.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  he  filled  various  local  offices.  The 
year  1847  opened  auspiciously  for  the  Thayer 
family,  for  on  the  13th  of  January  a  son  was  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Thayer,  that  son  being  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  Henry  Stewart  Thayer,  and 
in  the  same  year  David  Thayer  was  elected  sheriff 


of  the  county,  he  being  the  third  in  Elk  County  to 
be  elected  to  that  office.  During  his  term  as 
sheriff  he  continued  the  hotel  and  stage  line  busi¬ 
ness  until  1855,  when  he  moved  to  Brookville, 
where  he  remained  a  year.  During  his  residence 
in  Brookville  he  suffered  a  severe  attack  of  typhoid 
fever,  which  left  him  permanently  disabled  for 
active  work.  He  again  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi¬ 
ness,  continuing  from  1858  to  1865,  when  he  sold 
the  property.  In  1867  he  built  the  Thayer  House 
on  the  corner  of  Mill  and  Center  streets.  Selling 
this  property,  he  retired  to  private  life  in  the 
residence  at  the  corner  of  Mill  and  South  streets, 
where  he  peacefully  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  His  devoted  wife  had  passed 
on  six  weeks  previously.  His  long  residence  in 
Ridgway,  and  his  activities  outside  had  made  him 
well  known  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  his 
unselfishness  and  cheerful  manner  had  endeared 
him  to  all  his  friends  and  neighbors. 

An  appreciation  of  Henry  Stewart  Thayer 
appeared  in  the  “American  Lumberman”  of  1906, 
and  it  is  worthy  of  attention,  as  it  expressed  the 
opinion  of  a  journal  sympathetic  with  Mr.  Thayer’s 
business  operations.  The  account  is  as  follows: 

All  over  the  country,  in  every  State,  are  to  be 
found  prosperous  and  progressive  communities 
whose  happy  conditions  are  largely  due  to  the 
public  spirit  and  loyal  effort  of  some  one  man. 
Such  men  are  true  builders  of  civilization,  and  to 
them  as  a  class  is  due  more  than  is  ordinarily  ad¬ 
mitted  of  credit  for  the  moral  and  material  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  community  at  large.  In  Ridgway, 
Pennsylvania,  is  such  a  man  in  the  person  of  H. 
S.  Thayer,  to  whose  public  spirit  and  generosity 
that  city  gives  the  tribute  of  appreciation  for  much 
of  its  desirable  condition  to-day.  He  is  a  man  who 
has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world,  overcoming 
obstacles  that  would  have  diminished  the  ardor  of 
a  less  patient  and  determined  character.  He  has 
a  record  of  having  made  things,  and  of  having 
made  them  well.  In  this  bustling  little  city  he  has 
labored  since  a  youth,  rising  through  his  own 
forcefulness  from  a  menial  position  as  an  em¬ 
ployee  to  that  of  an  employer  of  thousands  of  men, 
and  to  the  affectionate  respect  of  the  entire  com¬ 
munity,  as  its  leading  and  inspiring  spirit.  He 
was  not  content  to  work  for  others,  and  entered 
the  mercantile  business,  where  he  was  thrown  in 
contact  with  men  who  were  making  lumber  history 
of  that  famous  timber  section,  and  gradually  Mr. 
Thayer  drifted  into  logging  and  lumbering  enter¬ 
prises.  No  longer  ago  than  1889  Ridgway  was  the 
center  of  a  section  that  produced  nearly  1,400,000,- 
000  feet  of  lumber  annually,  chiefly  hemlock,  and 
no  longer  ago  than  1875  it  had  an  annual  output 
of  white  pine  alone  close  to  500,000,000  feet.  In 
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1906  Mr.  Thayer,  in  company  with  the  Hyde 
estate,  was  operating  a  band  mill  near  Ridgway, 
and  continued  until  1910,  working  in  virgin  hem¬ 
lock.  The  mill  was  known  as  the  old  Laurel  Mill 
property,  and  was  about  two  miles  west  of  Ridg¬ 
way.  They  manufactured  between  12,000,000  and 
15,000,000  feet  of  lumber  annually.  Mr.  Thayer  is 
interested  in  the  following:  a  large  stockholder  in 
the  Ridgway  Engine  and  Dynamo  Company;  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Ridgway  Light  and  Heat  Company, 
president  of  the  Thayer  Manufacturing  Company, 
lumbering  and  mills  in  South  Carolina,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Ridgway  Machine 
Tool  Company,  although  not  now  connected  with 
it;  and  interested  in  the  Ridgway  Building  and 
Loan  Association.  Mr.  Thayer’s  success  is  at¬ 
tributable  to  his  clean  business  methods  and  his 
ability  and  perseverance  in  following  a  line  of 
action  until  the  goal  has  been  reached.  His  com¬ 
mercial  instincts  are  of  such  a  high  order  that 
rarely  has  he  made  a  wrong  estimate  of  a  business 
opportunity.  He  has  declined  public  honor  time 
and  time  again  because  of  the  press  of  business. 
Physically  Mr.  Thayer  is  tall  and  spare,  reflecting 
his  New  England  ancestry.  Personally  he  is  the 
embodiment  of  kindly  good  nature.  He  is  known 
as  a  man  at  once  generous  and  just,  sympathetic 
and  charitable,  and  is  a  leader  in  all  work  that 
tends  to  increase  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
his  fellows. 

Among  Mr.  Thayer’s  later  activities  has  been 
lumbering  in  the  South — in  West  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina.  In  West  Virginia  he  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Blue  Stone  Land  and  Lumber 
Company,  a  company  whose  timber  and  plant  was 
located  near  Princeton,  West  Virginia.  In  South 
Carolina,  in  1906,  he  bought  timber  land;  his 
object  was  to  buy  timber  land  and  sell,  but  later  he 
decided  to  enter  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  and 
erected  mills  for  that  purpose.  He  is  still  engaged 
in  that  business.  His  son,  H.  E.  Thayer,  is  located 
in  South  Carolina  in  charge  of  his  father’s  in¬ 
terests. 

On  October  25,  1870,  Mr.  Thayer  married  Mary 
Ely,  born  in  Ridgway,  Pennsylvania,  June  2,  1849, 
daughter  of  Byron  Frederick  Ely,  of  Ridgway, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Helen  (Warner)  Ely.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Henry  Edwin, 
bom  in  Ridgway,  February  23,  1874;  married 
Grace  McClellan,  of  Utica,  Ohio,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Henry  Samuel  Thayer.  2.  Helen  Sarah, 
born  in  Ridgway,  April  4,  1889;  married  Earl 
Overholser,  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  June  22, 
1915,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Mary  Thayer, 
born  October  3,  1918. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  BELL,  a  man  of 

prominence  in  business  and  active  in  civic  affairs 
in  Ridgway,  Pennsylvania,  comes  of  a  family  long 
settled  in  this  State.  The  chief  habitation  of  the 
earlier  Bells  was  on  the  Scottish  border. 

David  Bell,  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to 
this  country,  was  born  in  County  Down,  North 
of  Ireland.  He  settled  in  Westmoreland  County, 
Pennsylvania,  on  a  farm  formerly  known  as  the 
Bell  farm,  and  later  owned  by  William  Mcllvaine. 
David  Bell  and  his  wife  in  Ireland  were  members 
of  what  was  called  the  Associate  Church,  and  in 
Pennsylvania  they  were  Presbyterians.  David  Bell 
married  Margery  Bell,  who  was  not  a  relative, 
despite  the  common  name.  Their  children,  all 
deceased,  were:  Jane,  married  John  Gill;  Eliza¬ 
beth,  married  John  Coulter ;  Mary,  married  Wil¬ 
liam  Mcllvaine;  and  John,  of  whom  further. 

John  Bell,  son  of  David  and  Margery  (Bell) 
Bell,  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  June  23,  1806,  died  in  Warsaw,  Jefferson 
County,  July  16,  1888.  He  resided  in  Westmore¬ 
land  County  until  1841,  and  acquired  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  a  private  school.  He  moved  to  Jefferson 
County  in  the  latter  named  year,  and  here  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  as  a  farmer.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics.  For  many  years  he  held 
the  office  of  school  director.  In  religion  he  was 
a  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  married  (first)  Sarah  Rowan,  daughter  of 
Matthew  Rowan.  He  married  (second)  Eleanor 
Davis,  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Martha  (Craven) 
Davis,  her  father  being  a  farmer  in  Westmore¬ 
land  County.  Her  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Craven,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Children,  the  first  five  by  his  first  wife, 
the  others  by  his  second  wife:  1.  Matthew 
Rowan  who  was  the  first  man  from  Warsaw 
township  to  enlist  on  the  first  call  for  volunteers 
for  the  Civil  War,  a  retired  farmer  residing  at 
Salina,  Kansas,  since  deceased.  2.  Elizabeth  Jane, 
unmarried,  and  now  living  at  Falls  Creek,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  3.  Sarah  Nelson,  married  Albert  C.  Wil¬ 
liams,  now  deceased,  she  surviving,  at  Hazen, 
Pennsylvania.  4.  Mary,  married  James  A.  Rich¬ 
ards,  now  deceased.  5.  David,  who  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Company  D,  105th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  died  from  wounds  received  at  Fair 
Oaks,  Virginia,  and  is  buried  in  the  National 
Cemetery  at  Cypress  Hills,  Long  Island.  6.  John 
Wickliffe,  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  living  at 
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Lakin,  Kansas,  married  Ida  Davis,  of  Warsaw, 
Pennsylvania.  7.  Isaiah  Davis,  died  in  1899,  at 
Naylor,  Missouri,  where  he  was  engaged  in  lum¬ 
bering,  having  formerly  been  a  resident  of  Ridg- 
way ;  he  married,  in  1884,  Ada  E.  Thompson, 
deceased;  they  had  two  children,  Cliff  Ronald, 
now  residing  in  Ridgway,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ralph 
Waldo,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  8.  Abraham  Lincoln, 
of  whom  further.  9.  Philip  Henry  Sheridan,  died 
in  1911. 

Abraham  Lincoln  Bell,  son  of  John  and  Eleanor 
(Davis)  Bell,  was  born  in  Warsaw,  Pennsylvania, 
May  18,  1865.  He  acquired  his  education  there  in 
the  public  schools,  and  at  an  early  age  began  to 
teach  school  in  Jefferson  County.  He  continued 
this  vocation  until  1887,  when  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  J.  H.  McEwen  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  which  was  succeeded  by  the  Ridgway 
Dynamo  and  Engine  Company,  and  took  up  resi¬ 
dence  in  Ridgway.  Beginning  as  a  bookkeeper, 
Mr.  Bell  filled  several  positions  of  varying  im¬ 
portance,  but  finally  became  president  of  this  con¬ 
cern,  in  which  position  he  continues,  being  also 
general  manager.  Mr.  Bell  has  been  prominent 
in  civic  affairs.  He  has  been  a  director  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of  Ridgway 
since  its  organization  about  twenty  years  ago,  and 
is  now  a  member  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  State  Board.  He  was  commissioned 
by  Governor  Stewart  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Warren  State  Hospital  and  has 
been  continued  down  to  the  present  time  in  this 
position  by  succeeding  governors.  Two  years  ago 
he  was  made  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Hospital.  Mr.  Bell  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Ridgway  School  Board  for  about  twenty-five 
years,  and  for  most  of  that  time  its  president.  He 
is  a  trustee  of  the  Allegheny  College  at  Mead- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  and  has  been  for  about  five 
years.  His  interest  in  education  has  always  been 
active  and  helpful.  During  the  World  War  he 
worked  for  all  the  Liberty  Loan  drives,  usually 
serving  as  chairman  of  the  committees  of  solicitors 
from  manufacturers.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Elk  County  Manufacturers’  Association;  a  member 
of  the  Elk  County  Country  Club;  a  member  of  the 
Ridgway  Kiwanis  Club;  and  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Trinity 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  and  his 
family  are  members. 

On  June  24,  1891,  Mr.  Bell  married  Mary  Ella 


Raught,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Lucy  (Schrecken- 
gost)  Raught,  who  was  born  at  Warsaw,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  September  6,  1866.  They  are  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  Frank  Glenni,  born  November 
19.  1893 ;  Ruby  Eleanor,  born  November  30,  1894, 
married  William  B.  Arnold  in  the  fall  of  1919; 
Lillian  Mae,  born  August  15,  1897,  died  August 
IS,  1907;  George  Lincoln,  born  May  31,  1900; 
Mary  Elizabeth,  bom  November  30,  1901 ;  Lucy 
Violet,  born  April  4,  1904;  John  Jacob,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  13,  1905. 


HON.  SAMUEL  McCLURE— One  of  the 
best  informed  minds  in  the  iron  and  steel  indus¬ 
try  in  the  United  States  was  that  of  Hon.  Samuel 
McClure,  whose  immediate  basis  of  operation  was 
in  the  Shenango  Valley,  Pennsylvania,  but  whose 
business  associations  and  affiliations  radiated 
thence  throughout  the  country  and  the  world. 
Everywhere  known  and  honored  for  his  com¬ 
prehensive  and  practical  interests  and  activities  in 
iron-working,  his  experience  was  inclusive  of 
nearly  fifty  years  of  the  history  of  a  business 
that  his  personal  effort  was  instrumental  in  making 
of  foremost  value  among  the  industries  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  of  the  United  States ;  while  as  an  or¬ 
ganizer  of  steel,  coking  and  other  companies  he 
was  as  efficient,  and  the  results  of  his  work  as 
enduring.  He  grew  old  gracefully,  and  with  undi¬ 
minished  powers  in  the  service  of  industry;  and  in 
his  civic  leadership  and  his  social  and  home  life 
he  was  an  exemplary  and  high  type  of  citizen.  He 
was  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  (Clark)  Mc¬ 
Clure;  Joseph  McClure  was  a  merchant  contrac¬ 
tor  and  farmer,  and  he  learned  the  stone-cutting 
trade  while  employed  in  the  construction  of  the 
Beaver  and  Erie  Canal.  Nancy  (Clark)  McClure 
was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Custer) 
Clark,  her  mother’s  family  giving  to  the  world 
the  brave  General  Custer,  who  was  killed  by  the 
Sioux  Indians  in  1876,  and  whose  name  is  re¬ 
corded  in  American  history. 

Hon.  Samuel  McClure  was  born  January  3,  1839, 
in  Little  Beaver  Township,  Beaver  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools, 
afterwards  attending  Girard  Academy,  Girard, 
Pennsylvania.  He  began  his  career  of  industry 
with  employment  on  a  farm  and  in  his  father’s 
store.  During  1861  he  was  a  clerk  in  a  Clarks¬ 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  store,  and  in  the  following 
year,  1862,  he  gave  his  first  attention  to  his  life 
business  when,  in  the  employ  of  James  Wood  & 
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Son,  he  was  sent  to  its  Homewood  furnace,  to 
take  over  the  management  of  a  store  there;  and 
in  1863  he  went  to  Wheatland  for  that  firm.  There 
he  was  cashier,  bookkeeper,  and  later  superinten¬ 
dent  and  manager  of  the  furnace,  so  continuing 
until  1873,  when  he  went  to  West  Middlesex  as 
manager  of  a  blast  furnace  in  that  township. 

It  was  in  January,  1874,  that  Mr.  McClure  went 
to  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  as  superintendent  of  the 
Stewart  Iron  Company,  Limited,  which  became 
the  Stewart  Furnace  Company  in  1921 ;  and  in 
October,  1889,  he  acquired  an  interest  in  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  its  board  of 
managers.  He  was  also  made  general  manager  of 
the  iron  business  of  the  company  in  the  Shenango 
Valley,  and  of  the  coking  interests  at  Uniontown, 
Pennsylvania;  and  it  was  at  that  time,  also  that 
he  became  president  of  the  Shenango  Machine 
Company,  of  Sharon.  Mr.  McQure  assisted  in 
the  organization  of  the  Sharon  Steel  Casting 
Company,  in  association  with  F.  H.  Buhl  and 
Daniel  Eagan  in  1886,  and  he  was  elected  vice-pres¬ 
ident  of  the  company.  This  concern  was  after¬ 
wards  acquired  by  the  American  Steel  Casting 
Company,  which  became  a  constituent  company  of 
the  American  Steel  Foundries  in  1902. 

A  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Sharon  Savings  and  Trust  Company  from  its  early 
history,  Mr.  McClure  was  president  of  that  com¬ 
pany  until  the  time  of  its  merger  with  the  Mc¬ 
Dowell  National  Bank  in  1921 ;  and  he  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Sharon  Railway  Company;  the  Union 
Limestone  Company,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio;  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  F.  H.  Buhl  farm,  and 
the  Christian  H.  Buhl  Hospital ;  and  a  member  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers  and 
the  American  Iron  and  Steel  Institute.  A  staunch 
Republican,  Mr.  McClure  in  1884  was  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  then  Forty-seventh  District  as  State 
Senator,  and  he  was  one  of  the  most  popular  Sen¬ 
ators  of  his  day. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  McQure  was  affiliated  with 
Sharon  Lodge,  No.  250,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  and  having  joined  in  1865,  was  one  of  its 
oldest  members;  and  he  also  belonged  to  Norman 
Chapter,  No.  244,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  to  Re- 
bekah  Commandery,  No.  50,  Knights  Templar,  of 
which  he  was  a  Past  Eminent  Commander.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Duquesne  Club,  of 
Pittsburgh,  and  for  several  years  was  president 
of  the  Sharon  Country  Club. 

Mr.  McClure  married,  July  1,  1863,  Augusta  R. 
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Dickson,  of  Qarksville,  Pennsylvania,  who  died 
February  9,  15)21 ;  and  surviving  them  are  three 
daughters:  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Phillips  and  Mrs. 
C.  C.  Marshall,  both  of  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Mrs.  D.  M.  Forker,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio ;  one 
brother,  Thomas  McQure,  of  Meadville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  lately  deceased;  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Frank 
Jones  and  Miss  Sara  McQure,  both  of  Clarksville, 
Pennsylvania,  and  ten  grandchildren. 

Hon.  Samuel  McQure  died  March  25,  1922,  at 
his  residence,  No.  585  East  Statei  Street,  Sharon, 
Pennsylvania,  after  a  long  and  useful  career  as 
one  of  the  State’s  most  prominent  men  in  the  iron 
industry. 


ROBERT  PATTON  HABGOOD  is  one  of 

the  distinguished  citizens  of  Bradford,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  who  has  served  his  section  in  various 
capacities,  not  alone  in  political  office,  having 
served  as  Republican  member  of  the  Legislature 
from  McKean  County,  but  also  in  fraternal,  club 
and  civic  organizations,  that  stand  for  the  for¬ 
ward  movements  of  the  times.  His  activities  in 
the  field  of  editorial  work  were  preceded  by  ex¬ 
perience  in  various  kinds  of  occupation,  that  all 
tended  to  give  him  a  broad  outlook  upon  life,  so 
essential  in  the  line  of  work  that  he  ultimately 
pursued,  and  in  which  he  has  exerted  a  deep  in¬ 
fluence  in  his  section.  He  has  made  the  paper,  on 
which  he  started  in  the  capacity  of  advertising 
solicitor,  a  power  in  the  State  and  to-day  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  being  sole  owner  of  it.  He  has 
merged  two  of  the  town  papers,  making  a  power¬ 
ful  organ  that  is  recognized  in  a  broad  field  as 
one  of  the  most  important,  as  it  is  the  leading 
Republican  newspaper  of  a  wide  district.  The 
family,  in  which  Mr.  Habgood  is  the  present  day 
representative,  is  an  old  one,  long  seated  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  founded  in  the  United  States  by  William 
Henry  Habgood,  father  of  Robert  Patton  Hab¬ 
good,  of  Bradford,  who  is  of  the  first  generation 
born  in  the  United  States. 

(I)  Robert  Habgood  was  a  carpenter  and 
builder  of  Gloucestershire,  England,  who  died  in 
Cheltenham,  England.  He  married  Mary  Wheeler, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
William  Henry,  of  whom  further.  2.  Mary,  de¬ 
ceased.  The  mother  survived  her  husband,  and 
came  to  the  United  States,  where  she  died,  and  is 
buried  at  Belief onte,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Habgood 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

(II)  William  Henry  Habgood,  only  son  of 
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Robert  and  Mary  Habgood,  was  born  at  Glou¬ 
cestershire,  England,  August  16,  1847.  He  was 
educated  in  a  private  school  at  Cheltenham,  and 
learned  the  watchmaker’s  trade.  He  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  Cheltenham  as  watchmaker  and  jeweler 
until  coming  to  the  United  States  in  1870.  He 
was  a  watchmaker  and  jeweler  in  Renovo,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  subsequently  employed  by  the  rail¬ 
road  in  the  machinery  department.  He  removed 
to  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  continued  to 
live  until  his  death,  December  17,  1918.  In  Eng¬ 
land  he  was  a  conservative  in  politics,  and  in 
Pennsylvania  always  acted  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Bradford.  He  married, 
July  26,  1870,  in  England,  Sarah  Sircombe,  born 
in  Bristol,  England;  of  her  brothers  and  sisters — 
Thomas  was  a  merchant  of  Detroit,  Michigan; 
William,  Elizabeth  and  Mary  are  deceased.  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry  and  Sarah  (Sircombe)  Habgood  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Robert 
Patton,  of  whom  further.  2.  Charles  William, 
born  in  1873,  died  in  infancy.  3.  Marian,  born 
August  19,  1875 ;  married  C.  E.  Cosolowsky,  and 
resides  at  Crafton  Station,  near  Pittsburgh,  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  their  children  were:  Carl,  born  in  1900, 
and  Marion,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  4. 
William,  born  in  1877,  died  in  infancy.  5.  Minnie, 
born  in  1880,  died  in  infancy. 

(Ill)  Robert  Patton  Habgood,  only  living  son 
and  eldest  child  of  William  Henry  and  Sarah 
(Sircombe)  Habgood,  was  born  at  Bellefonte, 
Center  County,  Pennsylvania,  May  21,  1871.  His 
early  years  were  spent  in  Renovo,  Clinton  County, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  graduated  from  the 
high  school,  class  of  1887.  In  1888  he  moved  to 
Bradford  with  his  parents  where  he  was  employed 
on  the  “Cripple  Track”  at  the  Buffalo,  Rochester 
&  Pittsburgh  Railway  shops;  h,e  was  then  em¬ 
ployed  at  various  railroad  work  in  the  shop 
office,  until  made  general  timekeeper  in  1891, 
in  the  office  of  the  general  superintendent.  He 
served  in  various  capacities  in  the  railroad  work 
there  and  elsewhere  until  1898,  at  which  time  he 
went  to  New  York  City,  and  was  employed  there 
as  a  tea  and  coffee  salesman,  until  April,  1899, 
when  he  became  associated  with  the  “Evening 
Star”  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  as  advertising 
solicitor;  in  1900  he  became  editor  and  manager 
of  this  paper,  and  in  1903  secured  a  controlling  in¬ 
terest  in  the  corporation,  becoming  president, 
editor,  and  publisher.  In  1909  he  bought  the  other 


evening  paper  of  the  town,  the  “Record”  and 
merged  it  with  the  “Star,”  since  which  time  the 
paper  has  been  published  as  the  “Star  and  Record.” 
The  paper  has  become  a  power  in  the  city,  county 
and  Senatorial  and  Congressional  districts,  in 
all  of  which  it  is  the  leading  Republican  news¬ 
paper,  and  enjoys  a  large  and  wide  circulation. 
Mr.  Habgood  has  served  as  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Editorial  Association  from 
1905  to  1918;  he  is  now  serving  (1925)  a  four 
years’  term  as  director  of  the  Bradford  Board  of 
Commerce.  He  has  always  been  an  active  and 
loyal  Republican,  and  in  1906,  and  again  in  1914 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  Mc¬ 
Kean  County ;  in  1908  he  was  one  of  the  four  dele- 
gates-at-large  to  the  National  Republican  Con¬ 
vention  held  at  Chicago,  that  nominated  William 
H.  Taft;  but  Mr.  Habgood  was  a  supporter  of 
P.  C.  Knox  of  Pennsylvania,  in  this  convention, 
and  voted  for  Knox  to  the  end,  as  did  the  whole 
Pennsylvania  delegation.  In  1908-1909  he  served 
as  president  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  League 
Republican  Clubs.  On  April  1,  1911,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  postmaster  of  Bradford,  by  President 
Taft,  and  resigned  in  October,  1914,  to  accept  a 
vacancy  on  the  Republican  ticket  for  the  Legis¬ 
lature  in  an  emergency,  and  was  elected  after  a 
campaign  of  only  two  weeks.  In  November,  1923, 
he  was  appointed  acting  postmaster  of  Bradford, 
and  on  February  9,  1924,  received  his  formal 
appointment  and  commission  for  this  office  from 
President  Coolidge,  and  he  is  still  serving  in  this 
capacity  (1925)  in  addition  to  his  newspaper  in¬ 
terests.  In  October,  1922,  Mr.  Habgood  purchased 
the  “Bradford  Sunday  Herald”  and  gives  his 
supervision  to  this  publication  in  addition  to  that 
of  the  “Star  and  Record.”  He  is  also  prominent 
in  fraternal  circles,  being  a  member  of  Union 
Lodge,  No.  334,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Bradford  Chapter,  No.  260,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Bradford  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters; 
Trinity  Commandery,  No.  58,  Knights  Templar; 
and  Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  in  which  latter  he  holds  the  32d 
degree.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows ;  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks ;  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men ;  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias;  and  he  is  Past  Exalted 
Ruler  and  Past  District  Deputy  and  Grand  Exalted 
Ruler  of  the  Elks.  In  his  religious  faith  he  is  a 
Presbyterian. 

Robert  Patton  Habgood  married  (first),  Novem- 
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ber  3, 1897,  Daisy  May  Heffner,  of  Bradford,  who 
died  March  11,  1910.  He  married  (second)  Mary 
Ann  Sheaffer,  of  New  York  City  and  Bloomfield, 
Pennsylvania,  June  6,  19x1.  Children  by  the  first 
marriage:  1.  Stuart  Kinzer,  born  in  1900.  2. 

Dorothy  Gladys,  born  in  1906.  Children  of  second 
marriage:  3.  Robert  P.,  Jr.,  born  May  25,  1912. 
4.  Mary  Ann,  born  May  16,  1916. 


THOMAS  HAROLD  MORRISON— A  native 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Harold 
Morrison,  has  established  himself  in  his  law  prac¬ 
tice  at  Smethport,  Pennsylvania,  and  for  over  two 
decades  has  been  doing  able  work  for  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  is  prominent  in  social,  civic  and  fra¬ 
ternal  circles,  and  has  served  his  community  in 
official  capacity.  Mr.  Morrison’s  great-grand¬ 
father,  Hugh  Morrison,  emigrated  from  the  North 
of  Ireland  to  this  country  and  died  in  Pleasant- 
ville,  Pennsylvania.  He  married  Isabella,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  Hugh,,  Thomas,  Joseph,  Wil¬ 
liam,  of  whom  further;  James  and  John,  all  of 
whom  left  issue. 

William  Morrison,  son  of  Hugh  and  Isabella 
Morrison,  was  born  in  Center  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  died  in  Derrick  City,  this  State, 
in  1885  when  more  than  seventy  years  old.  He  was 
a  prominent  farmer  of  Pleasantville,  and  he  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  McMaster,  born  in  1815,  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  died  in  Forestville,  New  York,  in  1869. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  all 
born  in  Pleasantville:  1.  Mary,  born  in  1838, 
died  in  Titusville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1911;  mar¬ 
ried  James  Farrell,  who  died  in  1907,  a  re¬ 
tired  oil  producer;  their  children  were  Bertha; 
Harry,  deceased;  Sarah,  deceased;  George,  of 
State  Line,  New  York.  2.  Thomas  Anderson,  of 
whom  further.  3.  Isabella,  born  in  1841,  died  in 
Forestville,  New  York,  in  1892;  she  married 
Milton  Hyde,  who  survived  her;  he  is  a  farmer, 
and  they  had  children.  4.  William  C.  born  in  1843, 
now  living  in  Illinois,  an  oil  well  worker;  he  was 
twice  married,  and  has  a  son,  William,  an  express 
agent  in  Chicago.  5.  Fidelia,  born  in  1846;  she 
married  Albert  McQuiston,  a  resident  of  Rex- 
ford,  Pennsylvania,  and  their  children  are:  Ira, 
of  Erie,  Pennsylvania;  Blanche,  who  married 
George  Zillafro;  and  Jennie,  married  to  Elmer  E. 
Bliss,  Bradford,  Pennsylvania.  6.  Adelaide,  born 
in  1848,  died  at  Friendship,  New  York. 

Judge  Thomas  Anderson  Morrison,  father  of 
Thomas  Harold  Morrison,  was  bom  May  4,  1840, 


in  Pleasantville,  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania, 
son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (McMaster)  Mor¬ 
rison.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  Pleasantville  Academy,  followed  by  the  State 
Normal  College.  He  became  a  very  learned  man, 
his  lifetime  being  devoted  to  study,  and  to  this 
habit,  more  than  to  any  institution  of  learning  his 
later  successful  career  may  be  ascribed.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  he  began  teaching  school 
during  the  winter  months,  working  during  the 
summer  months  on  the  home  farm.  In  July,  1862, 
he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  A,  121st  Reg¬ 
iment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  He  went  to  the 
front  with  his  regiment,  and  at  “Bloody”  Fred¬ 
ericksburg,  December  13,  1862,  was  borne  from 
the  field  of  battle  with  one  arm  shot  off  and  a 
bullet  in  his  left  knee.  He  was  supposedly  fatally 
wounded,  but  youth  and  a  strong  constitution  tri¬ 
umphed,  and  after  a  long  term  in  Washington 
Hospital,  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  April, 
1863.  He  returned  to  Pleasantville  minus  an  arm 
and  plus  an  experience  that  was  perhaps  worth 
the  loss,  as  he  never  faltered  in  any  crisis  in  his 
after  life,  but  with  the  same  dauntless  courage  that 
carried  him  up  the  bullet-swept  slopes  of  St. 
Mary's  Hill,  the  Confederate  breast  works,  he 
met  every  emergency  and  pressed  ever  onward. 
He  held  the'  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  1864- 
65,  and  in  1867,  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  Ve¬ 
nango  County,  holding  that  office  for  two  years. 
In  1871  he  was  appointed  United  States  deputy 
collector  of  internal  revenue  and  moved  to  Oil 
City,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  married,  later 
returning  to  Pleasantville.  He  now  decided  to 
study  law,  although  at  an  age  where  many  law¬ 
yers  have  their  reputation  established,  but  un¬ 
daunted,  he  began  to  study  under  the  Hon.  M.  C. 
Beebe,  and  in  1875  was  admitted  to  the  Venango 
County  bar,  and  began  practice.  In  1879  he  moved 
to  Smethport,  where  he  established  a  successful 
law  practice  and  gained  so  favorable  a  reputation, 
that  in  1887  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  Fourth 
Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania,  composed  of  the 
counties  of  McKean  and  Potter;  and  at  the  fol¬ 
lowing  election,  held  November  13,  1887,  he  was 
elected  to  the  same  high  office  for  the  term  of  ten 
years.  His  judicial  record  was  so  exemplary,  that 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term:  he  was  reelected  for 
a  second  term  of  ten  years,  which  began  January 
1,  1898.  Before  the  completion  of  his  second 
term  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  William 
H.  Stone  in  1903,  judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
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Pennsylvania.  This  was  to  fill  a  vacancy,  but  at 
the  ensuing  election  he  was  elected  to  the  same 
office,  his  term  beginning  in  1904,  and  expiring  in 
1914.  Judge  Morrison  died  August  26,  1916. 
The  record  he  made  as  a  jurist  won  for  him  the 
high  regard  of  the  members  of  the  Pennsylvania 
bar,  and  especially  those  of  McKean  and  Potter 
counties,  with  which  he  was  so  long  associated. 
He  was  a  member  of  many  legal  and  other  so¬ 
cieties,  and  was  prominent  in  Grand  Army  circles, 
as  well  as  in  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  was 
a  lifelong  member. 

Judge  Thomas  Anderson  Morrison  married, 
March  31,  1870,  Helen  Sophia  Gardner  (see  Gard¬ 
ner  Line)  and  maintained  his  residence  in  Smeth- 
port.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  in  Pleasantville, 
Pennsylvania,  October  8,  1874 ;  she  was  educated  in 
the  high  school  of  Smethport,  and  married  April 
18,  1894,  Samuel  E.  Bell,  an  oil  producer;  their 
children  are:  Morrison  Donovan,  born  April  3, 
1896,  and  Mortimer  Elliott,  born  July  27,  1903. 
2.  Thomas  Harold,  of  whom  further. 

Thomas  Harold  Morrison,  son  of  Judge  Thomas 
Anderson  and  Helen  Sophia  (Gardner)  Morri¬ 
son,  was  born  March  xi,  1877,  in  Pleasantville, 
Venango  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Smeth- 
part,  and  then  attended  Williams  College,  in 
Massachusetts,  being  graduated  from  the  latter 
class  of  1900.  He  read  law  in  the  offices  of  Force 
and  Osborne,  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  eighteen  months,  and  then  was  in  the 
offices  of  Bouton  and  Gallup,  at  Smethport,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  October  10, 
1902,  and  has  since  that  time  practiced  law  in 
Smethport.  He  has  been  very  successful,  and  is 
active  in  the  Civic  life  as  was  his  father  before 
him.  He  is  boro  solicitor  and  secretary  of  the 
School  Board  of  Smethport.  He  is  also  interested 
in  fraternal  affairs,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Order,  belonging  to  McKean  Lodge,  No.  388, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  His  club  is  Temple 
Club  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  Morrison  has  moved  steadily  forward  in  his 
career  to  a  splendid  and  substantial  success,  and 
he  is  recognized  to-day  as  one  of  the  prominent 
and  esteemed  citizens  of  Smethport,  who  is  giv¬ 
ing  his  best  efforts  in  all  matters  that  tend  towards 
the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  community. 

Thomas  Harold  Morrison  married,  June  15,  1904, 
Maud  Davis,  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  daughter 


of  J.  F.  Davis,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one 
child:  Thomas  F.  Morrison,  born  in  1905,  died  in 
1918. 

(The  Gardner  Line). 

This  branch  of  the  Gardner  family  in  the  United 
States  descends  from  Nelson  Gardner,  born  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  and  who  came  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Rhode  Island,  where  his  active 
years  were  mainly  spent.  Later  in  life  he  joined 
his  son  in  North  Wethersfield,  New  York,  where 
he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
He  married  a  Miss  Larkins,  who  died  in  New 
England.  Among  their  children  was  the  second 
child  and  son,  Easton,  of  whom  further. 

Easton  Gardner,  son  of  Nelson  Gardner,  was 
born  in  Rhode  Island  in  1801,  and  died  in  Orion, 
Michigan,  March,  1872.  He  married  Hannah  Tift, 
born  in  1801,  died  in  1870.  Among  their  children 
was  their  second  child  and  son,  John,  of  whom 
further. 

John  Gardner,  son  of  Easton  Gardner,  was  born 
in  North  Wethersfield,  New  York,  December  5, 
1826.  He  married,  September  25,  1849,  Hannah 
Elizabeth  Stevens,  born  in  Mayfield,  New  York, 
in  1828,  died  in  1889,  at  Warsaw  a  daughter  of 
Ira  H.  Stevens.  They  were  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  Helen  Sophia  of  whom  further.  2. 
Eva  Stevens  born  in  1853  died  in  1854. 

Helen  Sophia  Gardner,  daughter  of  John  and 
Hannah  Elizabeth  (Stevens)  Gardner,  was  born  in 
North  Wethersfield,  New  York,  July  7,  1850.  She 
was  thirteen  years  of  age  when  her  parents  moved 
to  Warsaw,  New  York  and  her  education  was 
continued  in  the  public  schools,  and  finished  at 
Warsaw  Academy.  Through  her  Revolutionary 
and  Colonial  ancestry  she  was  admitted  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America,  and  of 
the  Patriotic  Order  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution.  She  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Woman’s  Relief  Corps,  Grand  Army  of  the  Re¬ 
public;  Travelers  Club;  and  in  her  religious  con¬ 
nection  is  a  member  of  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal 
Church.  She  married  Judge  Thomas  Anderson 
Morrison,  as  above  stated. 


REV.  EDWARD  MICHAEL  DRISCOLL, 

pastor  in  charge  of  the  large  parish  of  St.  Joseph, 
Oil  City,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  at  Reynoldsville, 
Jefferson  County,  Pennsylvania,  February  22,  1874. 
Father  Driscoll,  who  is  known  for  his  kind  but 
courtly  manners,  as  well  as  his  devotion  to  the 
great  calling  he  is  justly  fulfilling,  may  well  be 
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said  to  be  a  remarkable  example  of  a  self-made 
man.  At  an  early  age  he  and  his  brothers  and 
sisters  were  left  orphans,  his  father  Michael  Dris¬ 
coll,  a  native  of  County  Cork,  Ireland,  having  been 
killed  while  at  work,  and  his  mother,  Honora 
(Windle)  Driscoll,  a  native  of  Canada,  having 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-two,  but  not,  however, 
before  she  was  able  to  make  the  impress  of  her 
beautiful  character  upon  her  children,  especially 
her  son,  Edward  Michael.  Father  Driscoll  is  also 
a  fair  representative  of  the  eminent  land  owners 
or  petty  kings  of  ancient  Limerick  and  Cork,  his 
forebears,  whose  descendants  have  had  in  their 
possession  landed  estates  for  more  than  six  hun¬ 
dred  years.  Michael  Driscoll,  his  father,  who  was 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was  a  contractor,  and 
built  the  low  grade  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  system  to  Driftwood,  Reynoldsville  and 
Brookville,  which  included  the  celebrated  Sabula 
Tunnel.  At  his  untimely  death  he  left  their  chil¬ 
dren  to  the  care  of  his  noble  wife,  who  bravely 
did  her  “bit'’  in  moulding  the  lives  of  the  children 
for  responsibilities  of  trust  and  honor,  until  she 
also  died. 

Father  Driscoll  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Reynoldsville  and  the  St.  Bonaventure 
College  and  Seminary,  Alleghany,  New  York, 
graduating  there  July  25,  1899.  After  many  years 
of  fruitful  labor  in  other  parishes,  in  June,  1921, 
he  was  called  to  St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church  of  Oil  City,  which  has  been  increasing  in 
its  great  work  until  it  now  includes  some  twenty- 
three  hundred  souls. 

Father  Driscoll  is  a  man  of  broad  interests  as 
well  as  of  deep  spiritual  nature.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  a  past  Ro- 
tarian,  and  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks.  In  all  outdoor  sports  he 
takes  the  keenest  personal  delight,  and  is  an  ardent 
all-around  sportsman,  a  golf  player,  fisherman  and 
hunter,  as  well  as  baseball  fan.  Realizing  the 
importance  of  wholesome  recreation  in  its  rela¬ 
tion  to  character  building,  he  never  fails  to  en¬ 
courage  it,  particularly  in  the  younger  members 
of  his  parish.  Father  Driscoll  recently  made  a  pil¬ 
grimage  to  Rome  and  a  tour  of  Europe,  visiting 
the  battlefields  of  the  World  War  and  traveling 
through  France,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Germany,  Bel¬ 
gium,  England  and  Ireland.  In  Rome  he  had  the 
honor  of  an  audience  with  thej  Holy  Father,  Pope 
PiuS  XI,  and  of  saying  mass  on  the  tomb  of  St. 
Peter  for  the  members  of  his  congregation.  After 


his  return  to  Oil  City  Father  Driscoll  was  ten¬ 
dered  a  welcome  home  banquet  by  St.  Joseph’s 
Holy  Name  Society,  and  his  account  of  his  trip 
on  that  occasion  with  its  eloquent  description  of 
natural  scenery  and  historic  architecture  and  its 
apt  discussion  of  economic  and  social  conditions  in 
the  countries  he  visited  was  a  testimony  to  his 
own  wide  interests,  as  well  as  to  his  devotion  to 
the  great  church  in  whose  service  he  gives  himself 
so  unstintedly.  He  is  a  true  servant  of  the 
church  and  a  friend  of  the  people. 


ALFRED  LAMB — No  name  carries  with  it 
more  honor  and  respect  in  the  religious,  social  and 
business  activities  of  Venango  County  than  that 
of  Alfred  Lamb,  now  living  retired  in  his  stately 
home  at  Pleasantville  after  a  long  life  that  has 
been  a  strong  force  in  the  progress  of  civiliza¬ 
tion. 

John  Lamb,  paternal  grandfather  of  Alfred 
Lamb,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
he  and  his  wife,  Nancy  (Sparks)  Lamb,  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Center  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  they  reared  a  family  of  three  sons  and 
five  daughters,  among  whom  was  John,  father  of 
Alfred,  of  whom  further. 

John  Lamb  learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner  before 
removing  to  Venango  County  in  1827.  In  1829  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  which  has  since  re¬ 
mained  in  the  family.  In  addition  to  the  tanning 
business,  which  he  followed,  he  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  and  merchandising,  also  becoming 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  day.  On  April  23, 
1833,  he  married  (first)  Mary  Bailey  Smith, 
daughter  of  Captain  William  Smith,  of  Water¬ 
ford,  Pennsylvania.  At  the  time  of  her  death  in 
November,  1849,  Mrs.  Lamb  was  the  mother  of 
the  following  children :  William  Smith,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  17,  1834;  Alfred,  of  this  review;  John; 
David,  widely  known  in  the  oil  fields  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  in  Colorado,  where  he  died;  Nancy  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  who  married  Samuel  Queen  Brown;  Sarah 
King,  who  spent  a  number  of  years  in  missionary 
work  at  Harriman  and  Huntsville,  Tennessee, 
among  the  mountaineers;  Henry  Rowan,  who  was 
an  oil  producer.  On  February  x,  1853,  John  Lamb 
married  (second)  Mary  Anna  May,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Hezekiah  May,  an  alumnus  of  Yale,  and 
first  Presbyterian  minister  to  the  Allegheny  Val¬ 
ley  region  in  which  Tionesta  is  located,  and  where 
he  is  buried,  and  of  Margaret  (White)  May,  of 
Boston,  whose  sister  was  the  wife  of  Alpheus 
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Hardy,  an  eminent  merchant  of  that  city,  whose 
vessel  brought  to  this  country  the  young  Japanese 
whom  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hardy  adopted,  and  whose 
name  is  widely  known  throughout  the  Christian 
world  as  Joseph  Hardy  Neesima.  By  his  second 
marriage  Mr.  Lamb  had  one  daughter,  Mary  S., 
who  married  William  J,  Bleakley,  of  Franklin. 

Born  December  28,  1835,  on  the  home  farm  in  Al¬ 
legheny  Township,  where  he  was  educated,  Alfred 
Lamb  acquired  his  early  business  training  in  associ¬ 
ation  with  his  father,  the  late  John  Lamb,  one  of 
the  influential  pioneer  residents  of  the  county, 
who  it  is  said,  “accomplished  more  than  the  aver¬ 
age  man  of  his  generation  in  establishing  the  so¬ 
cial  order  and  bringing  civilized  conditions  into 
that  region.”  John  Lamb  was  of  a  dauntless,  en¬ 
ergetic  temperament,  which  was  necessary  to  suc¬ 
cess  in  his  material  enterprises  in  the  primitive 
times  in  which  he  lived.  This,  coupled  with  fore¬ 
sight  and  active  intelligence,  made  him  a  valu¬ 
able  citizen,  and,  possessing  an  attitude  of  fel¬ 
lowship  and  good  will  toward  humanity  generally, 
he  did  many  kindly  and  helpful  acts  that  brought 
him  popularity  as  well  as  esteem.  In  business  he 
was  venturesome,  self-reliant  and  capable,  carry¬ 
ing  his  undertaking  through  to  success,  and  in 
matters  affecting  the  public  welfare  he  showed  the 
same  spirit  which  benefited  every  other  member 
of  the  community  as  much  as  himself. 

In  such  associations  Alfred  Lamb  had  the  un¬ 
usual  opportunity  for  the  development  of  his  judg¬ 
ment  and  reliability.  He  continued  to  live  on  the 
farm  throughout  his  active  years,  keeping  his  in¬ 
terests  there  and  in  the  immediate  neighborhood, 
carrying  on  general  agriculture  in  the  cultivation 
of  land  and  making  extensive  oil  developments  on 
the  home  place  as  well  as  on  an  adjoining  tract, 
which  he  acquired  by  purchase.  When  he  left  the 
place  to  give  up  active  cares  on  account  of  ad¬ 
vancing  years,  Mr.  Lamb  moved  into  Pleasantville, 
where  he  has  since  occupied,  the  fine  home  erected 
by  his  brother-in-law,  Samuel  Queen  Brown,  in 
1867.  In  his  declining  years  he  enjoys  the  love 
and  confidence  of  the  entire  community  where  he 
has  always  been  a  good  citizen  as  well  as  a  com¬ 
petent  business  man,  mindful  of  his  duties  in 
every  relation  of  life. 

Mr.  Lamb  married  Martha  Himrod,  of  Water¬ 
ford,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  parents  of  high 
respectability,  who  were  friends  of  his  mother. 
After  a  happy  companionship  of  fifty-two  years, 
Mrs.  Lamb  passed  away  April  6,  1918.  Not  having 


any  children  of  their  own,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lamb 
reared  two,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  namely :  1.  John 
H.  Lamb,  who  was  taken  into  their  home  when  a 
few  days  old,  his  mother  having  died  at  his  birth, 
educated  at  State  College  and  being  fitted  for  a 
banker.  He  began  that  business  in  connection  with 
the  Bleakley  Bank  at  Franklin,  later  becoming 
active  vice-president  of  the  Citizens’  National 
Bank  at  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania  2.  Mary 
Lamb,  who  was  taken  into  the  home  when  four 
years  old,  carefully  trained  and  educated,  being 
well  fitted  to  take  her  place  in  the  home  where 
she  cares  for  her  aged  father  with  tender  care  and 
devotion;  in  the  church  where  she  takes  an  ac¬ 
tive  part  in  all  its  activities ;  and  in  the  community 
where  she  is  a  recognized  leader  in  everything  that 
has  a  tendency  to  help  and  uplift  it. 


FRANK  M.  KNAPP — Among  the  prominent 
business  men  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  is  Frank 
M.  Knapp,  who  has  for  a  number  of  years  been 
president  of  the  Warren  Furniture  Company,  and  is 
also  president  of  the  Warren  Gear  Products  Com¬ 
pany,  and  extremely  active  in  the  oil  producing  busi¬ 
ness  in  that  vicinity.  Mr.  Knapp  has  also  taken 
a  leading  part  in  local  politics  and  has  been 
elected  to  a  number  of  offices  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  including  that  of  State  Senator.  He  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  M.  Rnapp,  born  in  Erie  County, 
New  York,  in  1826,  and  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death  in  1913,  and  of  Lorinda  (Brown)  Knapp, 
born  in  Chautauqua  County,  New  York  in  1830, 
died  in  1916. 

Frank  M.  Knapp  was  born  in  Farmington  Town¬ 
ship,  Warren  County,  Pennnsylvania,  June  29, 
1851,  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  place  and  in  Jamestown  Collegiate  Institute 
and  Edinboro  State  Normal.  He  then  studied  law, 
and  in  1875  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Warren 
County  and  practiced  in  Warren  for  the  next 
five  years.  In  1880  he  was  elected  county 
treasurer  of  Warren  County  and  held  this 
office  until  1883,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business  for  a  number  of  years. 
After  1890  he  became  actively  interested  both  in 
the  manufacturing  of  furniture  and  in  the  oil  pro¬ 
ducing  business.  He  was  elected  prothonotary  of 
Warren  County  in  1897,  and  held  this  post  until 
1904.  In  1902  he  organized  and  was  the  first  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Warren  Trust  Company,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  for  several  years.  He  has 
been  president  of  the  Warren  Furniture  Company 
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for  a  number  of  years,  and  for  the  last  twenty 
years  has  been  president  of  another  Warren  con¬ 
cern,  the  Warren  Gear  Products  Company.  In 
addition  he  is  very  active  in  the  oil  producing  busi¬ 
ness. 

Mr.  Knapp,  who  is  a  staunch  Republican,  was 
chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Committee  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  served  as  delegate  to  the 
Republican  National  Convention  of  1924.  He 
served  in  the  State  Senate  from  1910  to  1914.  He 
is  a  director  in  the  Warren  National  Bank,  treas¬ 
urer  and  secretary  of  the  Weston  Carbon  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Warren,  treasurer  of  the  Ebony  Carbon 
Company,  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Warren  Lum¬ 
ber  Company,  vice-president  and  a  director  of  the 
Jamestown  Oregon  Lumber  Company.  A  man  of 
many  interests,  Mr.  Knapp  takes  an  active  part 
in  fraternal  affairs,  is  the  oldest  Past  Master  of 
North  Star  Lodge,  No.  241  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  a  member  of  all  bodies,  both  York 
and  Scottish  Rite,  except  the  Shrine;  and  he  be¬ 
longs  also  to  Warren  Lodge,  No.  339,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  which  he  is  Past  Noble 
Grand,  and  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Among 
other  organizations  of  which  he  is  a  member  are 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Kiwanis  Club, 
Warren  Outing  Club.  Young  Men’s  Christian  As¬ 
sociation  Conewango  Valley  Country  Club,  and 
the  Masonic  Club.  He  is  a  leading  member  and 
trustee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
his  early  days  Mr.  Knapp  was  a  member  of  the 
National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  and  served  as 
first  lieutenant  of  Company  I,  16th  Regiment,  from 
1880  to  1887.  His  favorite  sports  are  billiards 
and  golf. 

Mr.  Knapp  married,  on  February  5,  1879,  Rosa¬ 
mond  Ensworth,  a  native  of  Warren  County,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  three  children :  Roscoe  E., 
deceased ;  Lucille ;  and  Byron  W.,  of  further  men¬ 
tion. 

Byron  W.  Knapp  was  born  in  Lander  Township, 
Warren  County,  October  xi,  1899,  and  educated  in 
the  elementary  and  high  schools  of  Warren  and 
Pennsylvania  State  College,  where  he  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1921  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  After  leaving  college  he  became  associ¬ 
ated  with  his  father  as  business  manager  of  his 
various  interests  and  has  continued  in  that  capacity 
ever  since.  During  the  World  War  he  served  in 
the  Student  Officers’  Reserve  Corps  at  State  Col¬ 
lege  as  first  sergeant  of  infantry.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Kiwanis  Club,  of  which  he  is  past 


president,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
the  Conewango  Valley  Country  Club,  and  the  in¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  holds  mem¬ 
bership  also  in  Delta  Tau  Delta  Fraternity  and  the 
Skull  and  Bones  Society.  His  hobby  is  amateur 
dramatics  and  Boy  Scout  work,  in  which  he  is  very 
active,  being  scoutmaster  of  Warren  Troop  No. 
9.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

Byron  W.  Knapp  married,  in  1922,  Florence 
Newmaker,  of  Warren,  and  they  have  one  child : 
Patricia  Newmaker. 


HON.  SAMUEL  H.  MILLER— The  town  of 
Mercer  has  many  valued  citizens.  The  solid,  well- 
established  prosperity  of  the  town,  its  progressive 
spirit,  its  influence  on  the  country  about  are  due 
to  these  same  men  and  women.  One  of  the  best 
of  these  was  Hon.  Samuel  H.  Miller,  who  died  on 
September  4,  1918,  after  a  long  and  memorable 
life  of  service  to  his  fellows.  His  father,  William 
Miller,  a  farmer,  started  him  off  with  a  healthy 
body  and  an  eager  mind,  and  his  mother,  Nancy 
(Rambell)  Miller,  added  a  high  sense  of  honor 
and  lofty  ideals. 

Samuel  H.  Miller  was  born  in  Cool  Spring 
Township,  northeast  of  Mercer,  Pennsylvania, 
April  19,  1840.  Giving  early  evidence  of  a  brilliant 
mind,  he  eagerly  seized  the  educational  oppor¬ 
tunities  offered  by  the  schools  of  Cool  Spring 
Township  and  Mercer.  He  continued  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  Westminster  College,  from  which  he  grad¬ 
uated  in  i860.  His  business  career  began  with 
the  publication  of  a  Republican  newspaper  in  Mer¬ 
cer,  which  he  edited  from  1862  to  1870.  During 
this  period  he  was  quietly  preparing  himself  for 
the  profession  of  law,  and  he  was  admitted  to 
Mercer  County  bar  in  1870.  By  this  time  he  had 
acquired  a  wide  and  tolerant  knowledge  of  the 
problems  of  his  community  and  had  formulated 
constructive  solutions.  He  was  also  widely  known 
and  trusted.  Consequently  he  was  the  logical  man 
to  represent  his  district  in  Congress,  to  which  he 
was  elected.  He  represented  Mercer,  Crawford, 
and  Butler  counties  in  the  Forty-seventh  and 
Forty-eighth  congresses.  In  1894  he  was  elected 
judge  of  the  Thirty -fifth  Judicial  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  served  until  1905.  Next  he  was 
unanimously  nominated  and  elected  to  the  Sixty- 
fourth  Congress,  to  which  he  would  doubtless 
have  been  reelected  but  for  his  refusal  to  accept 
the  nomination  on  account  of  ill  health.  During  all 
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these  years,  except  when  he  was  thus  serving  the 
public  in  office,  he  was  practising  law.  In  his  busy 
life  he  found  time  to  act  as  president  of  the  Mer¬ 
cer  County  Trust  Company,  as  director  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Mercer,  as  president  of  the  water 
company  and  a  director  of  the  gas  company.  With 
an  ever  alert  interest  in  education  he  was  a  pro¬ 
gressive  and  dependable  trustee  of  Polk  Insti¬ 
tute,  and  of  Grove  City  College,  from  which  he 
received  a  degree.  He  was  a  Mason,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  To  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
member  and  member  of  the  session,  his  long  service 
as  trustee  was  a  constant  source  of  strength. 

Samuel  H.  Miller  married  (first),  in  1866,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Rogers,  daughter  of  Russell  Rogers,  and 
sister  of  Colonel  Thomas  B.  Rogers,  of  Missouri, 
and  a  member  of  the  Foster  family  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  one  of  the  old)  and  honored  families 
of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Miller  married  (second) 
Annette  D.  Zahn,  at  Girard,  Pennnsylvania,  August 
8,  1906.  There  were  no  children  by  the  second 
marriage.  The  children  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Rogers)  Miller  were:  1.  Mrs.  L.  W.  Orr,  of 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  2.  W.  R.  Miller,  of 
Mercer,  serving  as  head  of  the  water  and  gas 
companies.  3.  Mrs.  H.  O.  White,  living  in  Grove 
City. 


HON.  WILLIAM  HENRY  HYDE,  one  of 
the  most  noted  men  in  Ridgway,  Elk  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  was  born  in  that  town  May  27,  1849,  and 
died  there  on  August  12,  1899.  He  was  the  father 
of  Harry  Ross  Hyde,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows, 
and  the  son  of  one  of  the  Ridgway  pioneers,  Joseph 
Smith  Hyde,  of  whom  further. 

Joseph  Smith  Hyde  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Tamworth,  New  Hampshire,  August  30,  1813,  a 
sort  of  Jacob  and  Comfort  Hyde,  among  the  early 
settlers  of  New  Hampshire.  He  was  one  of  a 
family  of  nine  children,  and  owing  to  his  father’s 
business  embarrassments  and  the  large  family  he 
had  to  support,  the  son  decided  to  leave  home  and 
support  himself,  and  to  aid  his  father  according 
to  his  circumstances.  He  went  to  Bangor,  Maine, 
where  he  remained  for  five  years,  working  in  the 
saw  mills  and  the  lumber  forests  at  a  wage  of 
thirteen  dollars  a  month  and  his  board.  During 
this  time  most  of  his  savings  were  sent  to  his 
father.  Desiring  to  better  his  condition,  he  left 
the  Maine  woods  with  Baltimore,  Maryland,  as  his 
destination.  He  probably  made  a  voyage  in  a 


coastwise  sailing  vessel,  as  there  were  no  rail¬ 
roads  of  any  length  in  that  day.  This  was  in  1836. 
He  remained  in  Baltimore  a  year,  working  at 
whatever  he  could  find  to  do.  About  the  harbor 
he  noted  quantities  of  white  pine  boards  and  tim¬ 
ber  rafts.  They  appealed  to  him,  as  he  had 
worked  in  the  white  pine  forests  of  Maine,  and 
lumbering  was  his  business.  He  made  inquiries  as 
to  where  this  lumber  came  from,  and  was  told 
from  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Susquehanna  River. 
Leaving  Baltimore,  he  followed  the  trail  of  “The 
Lonesome  Pine”  and  came  to  Ridgway,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  1837,  where  he  eventually  found  his 
“June”  in  the  person  of  Jane  Gillis,  the  charming 
daughter  of  Enos  Gillis,  an  early  pioneer.  Mr. 
Hyde  secured  work  from  Mr.  Gillis  about  his 
farm,  and  in  his  lumber  business,  and  later  made 
a  contract  to  run  his  saw  mill.  This  not  proving 
profitable,  he  gave  it  up,  and  following  the  spirit 
of  adventure  he  made  his  way  to  St.  Croix,  Wis¬ 
consin,  where  he  worked  at  lumbering  for  about  a 
year.  Suffering  illness  and  discouragement  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Ridgway,  where  he  resumed  lumbering. 
The  charming  girl  he  left  in  Ridgway  may  have 
influenced  his  return.  Mr.  Hyde’s  sister,  Adaline, 
upon  his  return  from  Ridgway,  came  from  their 
New  Hampshire  home  as  his  housekeeper  in  the 
Red  House,  which  stood  on  a  large  lot  on  the 
north  side  of  Main  Street,  opposite  the  Bogert 
House.  It  was  one  of  the  first  frame  houses  built 
in  the  village,  and  was  the  home  of  Enos  Gillis, 
the  early  pioneer. 

Mr.  Hyde  married  Jane  Gillis,  July  25,  1842,  and 
they  lived  on  the  Montmorenci  farm  for  two  years, 
conducting  operations  for  her  father.  She  was 
a  niece  of  the  Hon.  James  L.  Gillis.  They  moved 
to  Sharpsburg,  Pennsylvania,  where  their  eldest 
daughter,  Eliza,  was  born.  In  1866  she  married 
the  Hon.  John  G.  Hall.  In  Sharpsburg,  Mr.  Hyde 
worked  in  the  iron  mills,  but  he  returned  to  Ridg¬ 
way,  taking  up  residence  at  the  Gillis  &  McKinley 
mill,  which  he  bought  the  following  year,  and  four 
hundred  acres  of  timberland.  This  was  the  turn¬ 
ing  point  of  his  business  career,  and  he  prospered. 
He  built  a  residence  at  Main  and  East  streets 
and  opened  a  store  in  the  same  building.  As  fast 
as  his  capital  permitted  he  bought  tract  after  tract 
of  timber  land  and  erected  additional  saw  mills, 
until  he  became  the  largest  manufacturer  of  lum¬ 
ber  in  the  country.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  the  wealthiest  man  in  Elk  County.  In  1858-59 
he  built  the  original  Hyde  House  on  the  site  of 
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the  present  Hotel  Hyde,  and  it  was  opened  June 
10,  1859,  with  a  grand  ball.  This  hotel  was  the 
largest  and  finest  in  this  part  of  the  State,  and 
was  modern  in  every  respect.  About  this  time  he 
built  a  fine  residence  on  the  lot  adjoining  his  first 
home.  In  the  sixties  he  also  built  a  fine  residence 
on  his  farm  in  the  Toby  Valley,  where  he  lived 
for  many  years.  He  took  a  great  interest  in 
farming.  In  1876  Mr.  Hyde  erected  the  large 
building  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Broad  streets. 
Taking  his  son,  the  late  Hon.  William  H.  Hyde, 
into  partnership,  they  opened  under  the  firm  name 
of  J.  S.  &  W.  H.  Hyde,  the  largest  department 
store  in  Western  Pennsylvania  at  that  time.  On 
the  third  floor  was  a  beautiful  theatre,  the  first  in 
Ridgway.  He  was  asked  to  erect  this  building  of 
brick.  He  replied :  “I  have  millions  of  lumber, 
but  not  a  single  brick.”  In  the  early  sixties  he 
moved  his  family  to  Painesville,  Ohio,  to  give 
his  children  better  educational  advantages.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  residence  there  Mrs.  Hyde  died,  and  she 
was  buried  there,  the  family  returning  to  Ridgway. 
From  this  time  until  his  health  began  to  fail,  in 
1888,  he  vigorously  prosecuted  his  lumber  business 
and  the  improvement  of  his  numerous  farms.  He 
was  a  man  of  splendid  physique  and  fine  personal 
appearance,  courteous,  kind  and  charitable.  For 
more  than  forty  years  his  activities  more  than  those 
of  any  other  citizen  contributed  to  the  material 
progress  of  Ridgway  and  Elk  County.  He  died 
June  30,  1888,  and  was  interred  in  Painesville, 
Ohio,  by  the  side  of  his  beloved  wife.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hyde  were  born  four  children :  The  late 
Mrs.  John  G.  Hall ;  Mrs.  Esther  L.  Campbell ;  the 
late  Hon.  William  H.  Hyde  and  Mrs.  J.  K.  P.  Hall, 
all  a  credit  and  honor  to  their  parents. 

The  Hon.  William  Henry  Hyde  was  born  in  a 
house  on  the  site  of  the  one  in  which  he  died. 
He  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Smith  and  Jane  (Gillis) 
Hyde.  He  was  educated  by  a  governess  until 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  then  took  an  academic 
course  at  Painesville,  Ohio,  where  his  father  had 
moved  to  give  his  children  greater  educational  ad¬ 
vantages.  He  later  was  graduated  from  Bucknell 
University.  After  leaving  school  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father  in  the  many  immense  en¬ 
terprises  owned  by  the  latter.  In  this  association 
he  gained  a  business  education  that  could  not 
have  been  acquired  in  other  circumstances,  and 
upon  his  father’s  death  he  was  called  upon  to  man¬ 
age  these  great  interests  alone.  The  son  then 
became  the  managing  partner  of  the  firm  of  Wil¬ 


liam  H.  Hyde  &  Company,  which  embraced  all 
the  interests  that  his  father  had  accumulated.  The 
conduct  of  these  interests  called  for  rare  business 
aptitude  and  courage,  as  well  as  very  hard  work. 
So  well  were  the  duties  performed  that  the  great 
interests  grew  in  magnitude  and  value  until,  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  they  included  some  of  the 
most  valuable  properties  in  Western  Pennsylvania. 
In  addition  Mr.  Hyde  was  interested  in  a  number 
of  other  enterprises  of  note,  among  them  the 
founding  of  the  town  of  Hyde  Park,  Pennsylvania, 
which  he  practically  owned.  He  was  intimately 
connected  with  almost  every  local  industry  in 
Ridgway,  and  was  president  of  the  Elk  County 
National  Bank  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
also  president  of  the  Portland  Lumber  Company; 
president  of  the  Ridgway  Light  and  Heat  Com¬ 
pany  ;  president  of  the  Clarion  River  Gas  Com¬ 
pany  ;  president  of  the  Ridgway  Manufacturing 
Company;  vice-president  of  the  Ridgway  Pressed 
Brick  Company;  treasurer  of  the  Ridgway  Build¬ 
ing  and  Loan  Association;  a  director  of  the  Penn 
Lumber  Company,  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Ridg¬ 
way  Engine  and  Dynamo  Company.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hall,  Gardner  &  Com¬ 
pany,  Hyde  &  Thayer,  and  Hyde  &  Redding,  as 
well  as  of  the  big  planing  mill  of  Hyde,  Murphy 
&  Company.  Mr.  Hyde  was  also  president  of  the 
Clarion  River  Railway  Company  until  the  road 
was  sold.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Ridgway 
Borough  Council  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was 
president  of  the  body  for  several  terms. 

Mr.  Hyde  had  an  enviable  political  career,  and 
in  1893,  when  the  Hon  Harry  Alvan  Hall  resigned 
as  State  Senator,  Mr.  Hyde  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy  without  opposition.  A  year  later  he  was 
reelected  for  a  full  term  of  four  years.  He  was 
a  central  figure  in  all  the  activities  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  His  was  a  generous,  sympathetic  nature, 
cheerful  and  kindly,  and  he  served  his  constitu-  ■ 
ents  at  Harrisburg  faithfully  and  well. 

On  September  20,  1869,  Mr.  Hyde  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  M.  Kime,  of  McVeytown,  Mifflin 
County,  Pennsylvania,  the  daughter  of  George  M. 
Kime.  They  had  three  sons :  William  Hulings, 
deceased ;  Harry  Ross,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows ; 
and  George  Herbert,  who  died  June  13,  1922.  Mr. 
Hyde  was  survived  by  his  wife,  since  deceased, 
his  two  sons  and  two  sisters,  Mrs.  J.  K.  P.  Hall, 
of  Ridgway,  and  Mrs.  Esther  L.  Campbell,  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania 
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HARRY  ROSS  HYDE,  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Ridgway,  Pennsylvania,  representing 
many  fine  traditions  of  his  family  there  in  civic 
life  and  business,  was  born  in  that  town  April  16, 
1872,  son  of  the  Hon.  William  Henry  Hyde,  a 
sketch  of  whom  precedes  this.  Mr.  Hyde  is  a  pub¬ 
lic-spirited  citizen,  always  ready  to  assist  in  any 
way  in  any  project  that  is  for  the  betterment  of 
the  city  or  its  inhabitants.  Harry  Ross  Hyde  ac¬ 
quired  his  education  in  the  Ridgway  public  and 
high  schools.  He  took  over  all  the  extensive  busi¬ 
ness  interests  and  obligations  of  his  father  upon 
the  latter’s  death.  He  was  the  administrator  of 
his  father’s  estate,  and  now,  among  other  activ¬ 
ities,  is  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Hyde  Land 
Company,  which  includes  all  real  estate  originally 
owned  by  the  Hyde  interests ;  treasurer  of  the 
Hyde  Carbon  Black  Company,  which  is  a  natural 
gas  company ;  president  of  the  Ridgway  Light 
and  Heat  Company,  whose  basis  is  natural  gas ; 
president  of  the  Portland  Oil  and  Gas  Company, 
with  a  natural  gas  basis;  president  of  the  Russell 
Car  and  Snow  Plough  Company ;  president  of  the 
Ridgway  Manufacturing  Company;  and  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  director  of  the  Elk  County  National  Bank. 
Mr.  Hyde  has  served  one  term  as  chief  burgess  of 
Ridgway.  In  1906  he  was  elected  associate  judge 
of  Elk  County,  filling  that  position  for  eighteen 
years.  He  has  also  served  as  president  of  the  Ridg¬ 
way  School  Board.  He  was  captain  of  Company 
H,  16th  Regiment,  National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  is  a  member  of  all  Masonic  bodies  except  the 
Consistory;  Knapp  Commandery  No.  40,  Knights 
Templar,  of  Ridgway;  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of 
Erie,  Pennsylvania ;  and  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  of  Ridgway.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  Elk  County  Country  Club,  and  a 
member  of  the  Elk  County  Club,  of  Ridgway.  In 
religion  he  belongs  to  the  Grace  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

Harry  Ross  Hyde  married  H.  Maude  Allen,  of 
Erie,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  William  Allen, 
deceased,  and  Hattie  (Porter)  Allen,  now  resid¬ 
ing  in  Ridgway.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hyde  have  no 
children. 


ROLLIN  RICHARDSON  BLEAKLEY— A 

family  which  banking  and  the  oil  industry  of 
Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  has  made  pros¬ 
perous  and  important  is  that  of  Bleakley,  repre¬ 
sented  by  Rollin  Richardson  Bleakley,  his  father. 


Orrin  Dubbs  Bleakley,  his  brother,  Wayne  W. 
Bleakley,  and  by  other  noteworthy  men.  Rollin 
Richardson  Bleakley  was  born  July  6,  1886,  in 
Franklin,  where  he  is  vice-president  of  the 
Franklin  Trust  Company.  The  family  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  as  is  attested  by  the  record 
brought  with  him  by  the  immigrant  ancestor  of  the 
American  branch. 

(I)  John  Bleakley,  son  of  James  Bleakley,  was 
the  American  ancestor.  He  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Merley,  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  October  20, 
1788.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  June,  1819, 
bringing  a  fine  letter  of  introduction  from  his 
pastor,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  and  the  following 
demit  from  his  Masonic  Lodge,  No.  9x1,  Juris¬ 
diction  of  Ireland. 

To  All  to  Whom  it  May  Concern :  We  the 
Master,  Wardens  and  Secretary  of  Lodge  No. 
91 1,  held  in  the  town  of  Merley,  and  County 
Tyrone,  and  on  the  Registry  of  Ireland,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  bearer,  Mr.  John  Bleakley,  is  a 
regular  registered  Master  Mason  in  said  Lodge, 
and  during  his  stay  with  us  behaved  himself  as 
an  honest  brother.  Given  under  our  hands  and 
seal  of  our  Lodge  in  our  Lodge  room,  dated  this 
12th  of  June,  1819,  and  of  Masonry  5819. 

It  is  signed  by  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  the 
Lodge.  John  Bleakley  settled  first  in  Berks 
County,  Pennsylvania,  removing  to  Venango 
County*  in  1833,  where  he  lived  until  September 
II,  1869.  His  wife  did  not  long  survive  their 
arrival  in  America. 

(II)  James  (2)  Bleakley,  their  only  son,  was 
born  September  13,  1820,  near  Unionville,  Berks 
County,  and  died  October  3,  1883.  He  was 
apprenticed  to  a  printer  while  a  boy,  and  after  a 
three-year  term  of  service,  he  went  to  Butler, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  worked  for  three  years. 
Although  of  limited  education,  hard  work  and 
application  did  much  to  supply  the  deficiency,  as 
was  shown  by  his  next  venture,  which  was  in  the 
newspaper  publishing  field.  He  returned  to  Frank¬ 
lin  in  1842,  and  in  company  with  John  W.  Shugert 
published  the  “Democratic  Arch,”  a  weekly  news¬ 
paper,  which  continued  to  appear  for  two  years 
and  a  half.  The  files  are  still  in  existence,  cover¬ 
ing  the  dates  from  July,  1842,  to  October,  1843. 
and  they  are  the  earliest  continuous  files  in  ex¬ 
istence  of  any  newspaper  in  Venango  County. 
Mr.  Bleakley  engaged  in  business  as  a  merchant 
in  the  spring  of  1844,  and  soon  was  able  to  accu¬ 
mulate  a  little  money.  This  he  invested  in  real 
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estate  in  Franklin,  and  throughout  the  country.  In 
1849  he  erected  the  building  occupied  for  many 
years  by  the  International  Bank.  He  continued  in 
the  mercantile  business  for  twenty  years,  but  his 
taste  for  the  journalistic  field  never  left  him,  and 
he  embarked  once  more  in  a  publication  venture  in 
1851.  This  time  it  was  in  association  with  A.  P. 
Whitaker,  in  establishing  the  “Venango  Spec¬ 
tator,”  although  after  1844  business  enterprises 
demanded  his  attention  almost  wholly.  His  in¬ 
terests  grew  apace  both  in  real  estate  and  manu¬ 
facturing,  until  they  were  large  in  amount  and  in 
variety.  Uniform  success  attended  everything  he 
managed,  and  his  achievements  indicate  that  he 
possessed  a  thorough  mastery  of  the  principles  of 
business  and  applied  them  equally  to  everything 
he  undertook.  His  mind  was  versatile  and  able 
to  grasp  at  one  time  the  details  of  many  subjects 
of  divers  character.  He  was  elected  county  treas¬ 
urer  in  1851  and  held  the  office  during  two  years. 
In  1864  he  was  an  active  organizer  of  the  First 
National  Bank  in  Franklin,  and  was  its  cashier 
from  the  time  of  its  foundation  until  1867.  In 
1868  he  established  the  International  Bank,  which 
for  years  was  one  of  the  most  widely  known 
financial  institutions  in  the  country,  and  he  was 
its  president  until  his  death.  Among  the  many 
enterprises  which  divided  his  attention  were  a 
tannery,  an  oil  refinery,  and  a  tinning  establish¬ 
ment.  From  1859  until  his  death  he  was  engaged 
in  various  branches  of  the  oil  industry.  He  was 
one  of  the  purchasers  of  the  Galloway  tract,  and 
outlot  No.  8,  famous  for  their  production  of 
Franklin  lubrication  oil.  In  the  spring  of  1870, 
he  established  a  banking  house  at  Sharon,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  the  name  of  James  Bleakley,  Sons  & 
Company.  With  increased  success  and  prestige 
Mr.  Bleakley  took  a  leading  part  in  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  government  of  Franklin,  served 
in  the  council  of  the  borough,  and  afterwards  of 
the  city,  and  was  burgess  for  several  terms. 
Politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  until  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Republican  party  in  1856,  when  he 
became  a  Republican,  and  continued  with  that 
party  to  the  end  of  his  days. 

Mr.  Bleakley  married,  on  August  3,  1843,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Dubbs,  born  in  May,  1822,  the  daughter  of 
Jacob  Dubbs,  a  native  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  who  was  a  pioneer  merchant  in  Franklin. 
Mr.  Dubbs  passed  his  life  in  Franklin,  and  died 
there  in  1845.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bleakley  were:  1.  Elizabeth,  born  January  16, 


1845 ;  married  T.  W.  Bridgham.  2.  Clara,  born 
April  6,  1847 ;  married  Alexander  McDowell.  3. 
William  James.  4.  Effie,  born  November  26,  1851; 
married  Dr.  E.  W.  Moore.  5.  Orrin  Dubbs,  of 
whom  further.  6.  Harry,  born  January  8,  1859. 
7.  Edmund,  born  October  30,  i860;  married  Bertha 
Legnard. 

(Ill)  Orrin  Dubbs  Bleakley,  son  of  James  (2) 
and  Elizabeth  (Dubbs)  Bleakley,  was  born  in 
Franklin  May  15,  1854.  He  passed  his  boyhood 
in  Franklin  and  attended  the  old  Academy,  finish¬ 
ing  his  studies  at  the  University  of  Bonn,  in 
Germany.  He  began  his  business  career  under  his 
father  in  the  International  Bank,  and  he  con¬ 
tinued  there  until  his  oil  interests  had  attained 
such  proportions  he  felt  he  needed  their  full 
attention.  This  he  entered  as  a  producer  in  1876. 
He  followed  it  through  the  next  seven  years,  tak¬ 
ing  profits  from  the  Edenburg  and  Bradford 
booms,  and  the  attending  excitement.  Returning 
to  Franklin  in  1883,  he  bought  his  father’s  interest 
in  the  International  Bank.  This  he  continued  in 
association  with  his  brothers  until  1901,  when  he 
organized  the  Franklin  Trust  Company  and  be¬ 
came  its  president,  an  office  he  has  continued  to 
occupy  ever  since.  The  Franklin  Trust  Company 
has  the  largest  capitalization  of  any  bank  in  Frank¬ 
lin.  It  was  organized  with  a  capital  of  $500,000, 
and  a  surplus  fund  of  $50,000,  and  its  deposits 
were  less  than  $500,000.  The  surplus  fund  has 
increased  to  exceed  $325,000;  while  the  deposits 
have  grown  to  $3,750,000.  In  addition  its  trust 
business  amounts  to  more  than  $2,000,000.  The 
officers  at  present  (1925)  are:  O.  D.  Bleakley, 
president;  Rollin  R.  Bleakley,  vice-president;  F. 
W.  Officer,  vice-president;  M.  B.  Miller,  vice- 
president;  Wayne  W.  Bleakley,  vice-president; 
William  E.  Ross,  treasurer ;  C.  B.  Nicklin,  assist¬ 
ant  treasurer;  Clyde  M.  Miller,  secretary;  Mabel 
E.  Witherup,  assistant  secretary;  Paul  C.  Moore, 
trust  officer;  and  Anna  V.  Kirker,  assistant  trust 
officer.  The  directors  are :  O.  D.  Bleakley,  M.  B. 
Miller,  W.  W.  Bleakley,  James  Woodburn,  Jr.,  Dr. 
A.  C.  Thompson,  F.  W.  Officer,  Dr.  J.  M.  Mur¬ 
doch,  A.  J.  Sibley,  George  B.  Fry,  Frank  H.  Wil¬ 
liams,  R.  R.  Bleakley,  E.  W.  Snook,  C.  Barnard, 
and  J.  J.  Sheasley. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bleakley  is  as  interested  and 
as  active  as  his  father,  and  is  a  Republican.  He 
was  a  delegate-at-large  to  the  National  Conven¬ 
tion  of  1904  which  nominated  Theodore  Roosevelt 
for  President.  His  hearty  cooperation  has  been 
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given  to  local  institutions  of  all  kinds.  He  was 
for  many  years  trustee  of  the  Institution  for  the 
Feeble-Minded  at  Polk,  Venango  County.  He  is 
connected  religiously  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  His  business  relations  extend  in  every 
direction  to  most  of  the  important  manufacturing 
and  business  enterprises  of  Franklin. 

Mr.  Bleakley  married  Harriett  Elizabeth  Rich¬ 
ardson,  daughter  of  Richard  Richardson.  Child¬ 
ren  :  Rollin  Richardson,  of  whom  further ;  and 
Wayne  W.,  a  biography  of  whom  follows. 

Mr.  Bleakley  has  been  an  enthusiastic  follower 
of  the  progres  of  aviation,  and  is  a  pioneer 
among  the  non-professionals  who  have  adopted 
that  method  of  travel.  In  December,  1916,  he  won 
celebrity  by  a  trip  he  made  from  Philadelphia  to 
Washington  in  his  own  machine,  piloted  by 
Sergeant  William  Ocker  of  the  United  States  Army 
Aviation  Corps.  He  took  several  friends  up  for 
short  flights  while  in  Washington. 

(IV)  Rollin  Richardson  Bleakley  was  born  July 
6,  1886,  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  reared 
in  Franklin,  where  he  has  passed  his  life,  mak¬ 
ing  his  home  in  that  city.  He  is  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  Franklin  Trust  Company,  and 
has  risen  from  the  lowest  rung  through  the  dif¬ 
ferent  offices  of  responsibility  to  become  active 
vice-president.  He  is  a  leader  in  social,  and  busi¬ 
ness  and  political  affairs  in  Franklin,  with  all  the 
nerve  and  ability  his  antecedents  and  his  environ¬ 
ment  could  imply. 

Rollin  R.  Bleakley  was  married,  on  October  6, 
1909,  to  Sarah  Ruth  Acheson,  daughter  of  E.  G. 
and  Margaret  Acheson  of  Niagara  Falls,  New 
York.  They  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Rollin  Richardson,  Jr.,  born  September 
20,  1911;  Orrin  Dubbs  (2),  born  May  31,  1914; 
Acheson  Goodrich,  born  April  5,  1917;  John  Ache¬ 
son,  born  September  5,  1918,  and  Robert  Edward, 
born  June  28,  1924.  His  address  in  business  is 
care  of  the  Franklin  Trust  Company;  his  house 
is  at  No.  1515  Liberty  Street,  Franklin,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

WAYNE  WHITING  BLEAKLEY  was  born 
in  Franklin,  October  31,  1891,  the  younger  son  of 
Orrin  D.  and  Harriet  Elizabeth  (Richardson) 
Bleakley  (q.  v.).  His  education  was  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  Yale  University,  though  the  call 
of  business  life  took  him  from  the  University  be¬ 
fore  graduation  to  engage  in  what  might  be  called 
his  ancestral  occupation  of  banking. 


With  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the 
World  War,  Mr.  Bleakley  enlisted  in  the  Federal 
service  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  aviation. 
He  was  frequently  employed  by  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment  in  large  business  transactions  connected  with 
the  aviation  service  and  on  occasion  given  com¬ 
mand  over  officers  of  much  higher  rank.  Since 
the  war  Mr.  Bleakley  has  been  occupied  in  busi¬ 
ness  life.  He  was  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Franklin  until  that  institution  was  in¬ 
corporated  with  the  Franklin  Trust  Company,  and 
is  now  a  vice-president  of  that  organization,  of 
which  his  father  is  president  and  his  older  brother, 
Rollin  Richardson  Bleakley  (see  preceding  biogra¬ 
phy),  also  is  a  vice-president.  He  is  also  president 
of  the  company  which  publishes  the  “News- 
Herald,”  one  of  the  most  widely  circulated  daily 
papers  of  Western  Pennsylvania. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bleakley  is  a  Republican  and, 
although  never  seeking  public  office,  is  prominent 
in  the  affairs  of  his  party.  He  is  a  Mason,  an 
Odd  Fellow,  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum 
and  of  the  Protected  Home  Circle.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Franklin  and  Wanango  clubs,  and 
of  the  Lake  Arthur  Club  of  Louisiana,  a  nationally 
known  sportsmen’s  organization. 

Mr.  Bleakley  lives  in  Franklin,  his  residence, 
grouped  with  those  of  his  father  and  of  his 
brother,  being  one  of  the  residential  landmarks 
of  the  city.  Physically,  Mr.  Bleakley  is  a  typical 
athlete,  tall  and  powerfully  built,  a  dominating 
figure  in  any  group.  He  is  widely  known  as  a 
sportsman  and  interested  in  everything  pertaining 
to  outdoor  life. 

Mr.  Bleakley  married,  on  October  29,  1913, 
Margaret  Amberson,  a  daughter  of  Jerome  L.  and 
Laura  (Vincent)  Amberson,  and  by  that  marriage 
has  two  children:  Wayne  W.,  Jr.,  and  Harriet 
Richardson. 


CAPTAIN  JOHN  TONKIN  is  a  name  that 
ranks  high  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  com¬ 
munities  in  which  he  has  lived  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  where  he  has  been  well  known  for  almost  sixty 
years.  For  a  half  century  and  more  he  has  been 
prominently  associated  with  oil  and  gas  interests, 
and  he  has  been  a  leading  figure  in  their  develop¬ 
ment.  For  twenty-two  years  during  this  period  he 
made  his  home  at  Tidioute,  Warren  County,  where 
he  and  his  family  formed  and  promoted  lasting 
friendships.  Since  1894  his  residence  has  been 
in  Oil  City,  where  he  has  shown  himself  a  notable 
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character  in  its  public  life,  always  active  in  the 
promotion  and  encouragement  of  any  and  every 
movement  tending  to  develop  its  advancement. 

Captain  Tonkin  is  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
Tonkin,  and  was  born  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
where  his  father  was  engaged  at  the  coal  mines 
for  a  time.  When  yet  a  child,  his  family  removed 
to  Tennessee,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated, 
receiving  his  preparatory  work  in  the  public  schools 
and  an  advanced  course  at  Hiawasse  College,  Mad- 
isonville,  Tennessee.  After  leaving  college  he  was 
employed  as  a  clerk  at  the  copper  mines  in  that 
State,  continuing  thus  until  the  Civil  War  broke 
out,  when  he  enlisted  in  September,  1861,  in  the 
Confederate  service,  becoming  second  lieutenant 
of  Company  A,  43d  Regiment,  Tennessee,  first  at¬ 
tached  to  the  western  army  under  General  E.  Kirby 
Smith,  through  the  Kentucky  campaign.  In  May, 
1862,  he  was  promoted  to  captain.  After  return¬ 
ing  from  the  campaign  mentioned,  his  division  was 
sent  south  to  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1862,  under  General  Stevenson,  remaining 
there  until  the  surrender  in  July,  1863.  When  the 
command  had  been  declared  exchanged  he  was 
attached  to  General  Longstreet’s  command,  then 
at  Knoxville,  in  Eastern  Tennessee,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1864  was  assigned  to  duty  in  Virginia 
under  General  Early,  taking  part  in  the  campaign 
of  1864.  During  the  winter  of  1864-65  he  was 
stationed  in  the  upper  part  of  Eastern  Tennessee, 
and  at  the  salt  works  in  Southwestern  Virginia. 
Upon  receipt  of  the  news  of  Lee’s  surrender,  his 
command  went  over  to  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 
of  North  Carolina,  and  was  ordered  to  escort 
President  Jefferson  Davis,  who  left  them  a  few 
days  before  his  capture.  They  surrendered  May 
10,  1865,  at  Washington,  Georgia. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Captain  Tonkin  came  to 
New  York  to  interview  a  number  of  his  father’s 
friends  regarding  business  prospects,  as  the  devas¬ 
tation  and  utter  ruin  which  prevailed  in  the  south¬ 
land  gave  little  promise  to  him  there.  For  eleven 
months  he  served  as  agent  of  a  new  coal  mine 
under  development  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsylvania, 
after  which  he  located  at  Tidioute,  becoming  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Dennis  Run  and  New  York  Oil 
Company.  In  1887  he  went  to  Ohio  as  manager 
of  the  Northwestern  Ohio  Natural  Gas  Company, 
where  he  remained  six  years,  five  of  which  were 
spent  at  Toledo.  In  1894  he  removed  to  Oil  City, 
where  he  took  the  position  of  assistant  general 
manager  of  the  natural  gas  interests  of  the  Stan¬ 


dard  Oil  Company,  remaining  in  that  connection 
until  the  death  of  E.  Strong,  when  he  was  made 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  Oil  City 
Fuel  Supply  Company,  and  of  the  Mountain  State 
Gas  Company  of  West  Virginia,  as  well  as  the 
River  Gas  Company  of  Ohio,  vice-president  of  the 
United  Gas  Company,  and  vice-president  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Clarksburg  Light  and  Heat 
Company  of  West  Virginia,  and  on  the  dissolution 
of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  retired  from  all  of 
the  above  positions  except  his  association  with 
the  Clarksburg  Light  and  Heat  Company,  which 
he  resigned  in  November,  1915.  Meanwhile,  Cap¬ 
tain  Tonkin  also  acquired  interests  of  his  own  in 
that  line  in  the  Kentucky  fields,  being  president 
of  the  Central  Kentucky  Natural  Gas  Company, 
furnishing  gas  to  Lexington,  Winchester,  Mount 
Sterling,  Paris,  and  other  Central  Kentucky  towns. 
During  his  residence  at  Tidioute,  Captain  Tonkin 
was  an  independent  producer,  operating  in  that 
field  and  in  the  Bradford  field,  McKean  County. 
He  was  also  prominent  in  the  administration  of 
civil  affairs,  serving  as  councilman  and  burgess. 
As  a  loyal  Democrat  he  represented  both  Warren 
and  Venango  counties  on  thei  State  committees. 

Captain  Tonkin  married  Mrs.  Margaret  (Bar¬ 
nett)  Ferguson,  widow  of  Charles  Ferguson,  who 
had  two  children  by  her  first  marriage ;  Charles 
C.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  and  Colonel  Harry  T., 
of  the  37th  Regular  Infantry,  United  States  Army. 
To  Captain  and  Mrs.  Tonkin  have  been  born  the 
following  children :  1.  Frances,  who  married  H.  T. 
Egbert,  who  died  in  1925,  children :  Margaret, 
Winifred  and  Mary.  2.  John  B.,  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  the  People’s  Natural  Gas 
Company,  of  Pittsburgh;  married  May  Simpson. 
3.  Wade  Hampton,  agent  of  the  Hope  Natural  Gas 
Company,  of  Parkersburg,  West  Virginia;  mar¬ 
ried  Blanche  Keller.  4.  Margaret  Winifred,  who 
lost  her  life  in  a  railroad  accident  near  Boston, 
1901.  5.  Mary  C.,  wife  of  Archibald  C.  Perry, 
of  Clarksburg,  West  Virginia,  a  civil  engineer, 
and  they  have  two  children :  Margaret  and  John 
Tonkin.  6.  Loring  L.,  mechanical  engineer  in 
charge  of  compressing  stations  for  the  Hope  Nat¬ 
ural  Gas  Company,  Clarksburg,  West  Virginia; 
married  Norma  Smith;  children:  Margaret  B., 
Mary  Van  Kirk,  John  B.,  Martha  Ann  and 
Norma  S. 

Captain  Tonkin  and  his  family  have  long  been 
loyal  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  which  he 
has  served  as  vestryman  for  many  years. 
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WILLIAM  RAYMOND  CROSS— One  of 

the  most  worthy  and  influential  citizens  of  Oil 
City  is  William  Raymond  Cross,  president  of  the 
United  Natural  Gas  Company,  who  was  born 
October  31,  1876,  on  his  father’s  farm  near  Ken- 
nerdell,  where  he  spent  his  early  life.  After  tak¬ 
ing  his  preparatory  work  in  the  public  schools, 
he  entered  Grove  City  College,  which  he  attended 
some  time,  and  then  began  business  for  himself 
by  teaching  three  years.  Later,  he  took  a  course 
in  the  famous  Eastman  Business  College  at 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  upon  his  return  to 
Pennsylvania  obtained  a  position  as  bookkeeper 
with  the  People’s  Natural  Gas  Company,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  entering  their  employ  in  1900  and  remain¬ 
ing  in  that  city  until  1908,  when  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Oil  City,  becoming  assistant  to  J.  B. 
Crawford,  who  was  then  general  manager  of  the 
United  Natural  Gas  Company  at  that  place.  From 
the  first  his  duties  were  important,  and,  as  the 
growth  of  the  business  and  consequent  increase  in 
the  demands  upon  the  company  for  service,  from 
time  to  time  he  assumed  additional  responsibilities, 
all  of  which  he  handled  so  capably  that  in  May, 
1916,  he  was  made  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  company.  A  few  months  later,  in 
January,  1917,  he  succeeded  Mr.  Crawford  in  the 
presidency  which  he  is  now  filling.  Since  Mr. 
Cross  removed  to  Gil  City  he  has  also  become  in¬ 
terested  in  other  gas  companies  in  this  part  of 
the  State ;  he  was  for  a  number  of  years  president 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Gas  Company  of  Warren, 
and  president  at  the  Clarion  Gas  Company  until 
its  consolidation  with  this  United  Gas  Company, 
whose  headquarters  are  in  Oil  City.  In  his  early 
connection  with  this  business  as  an  accountant, 
Mr.  Cross  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  its 
financial  details,  which  has  guided  him  to  prac¬ 
tical  efforts  in  the  exercise  of  his  executive  duties, 
his  familiarity  with  both  ends  of  the  work  ena¬ 
bling  him  to  comprehend  the  possibilities  of  each 
and  combine  them  to  the  best  advantage. 

Mr.  Cross,  who  is  a  son  of  William  and  Nancy 
(Phipps)  Cross,  citizens  of  high  respectability  in 
Clintonville,  Venango  County,  has  an  ancient  and 
honorable  lineage  both  in  his  native  county  and  in 
the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  where  his  pro¬ 
genitors  assisted  in  establishing  the  Western  Re¬ 
public.  As  early  as  179 7,  John  Phipps  with  his 
wife,  Catharine  (Haney)  Phipps,  and  their  family, 
emigrated  from  Westmoreland  County  to  Clinton 
Township,  where  he  located  on  a  vast  tract  of 


1,138  acres  which  he  had  purchased.  Mr.  Phipps 
was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(Brimfield)  Phipps,  natives  of  Reading,  Berk¬ 
shire,  England,  who  emigrated  to  America  with 
William  Penn  in  1682,  hiving  joined  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  located  in  Philadelphia,  where 
many  of  their  descendants  still  live.  Many  of  their 
posterity  have  occupied  prominent  and  useful 
positions  in  the  government  and  development  of 
State  and  Nation.  Abington,  a  beautiful  suburb 
of  Philadelphia,  was  so  named  by  Joseph  Phipps 
after  a  favorite  country-seat  near  Oxford,  Eng¬ 
land.  It  remains  in  the  possession  of  his  descend¬ 
ants,  and  a  dwelling,  which  he  erected  in  1697, 
two  Friends’  Meeting-houses,  and  Abington  Sem¬ 
inary,  are  substantial  reminders  of  the  original 
owner.  He  was  one  of  the  first  general  assembly- 
men  of  Pennsylvania,  being  one  of  the  nine  mem¬ 
bers  elected  who  represented  Chester  County  in 
the  first  Assembly  convened  at  Philadelphia,  on 
January  10,  1683.  Earlier  members  of  the  family 
in  this  country  were  James  Phipps,  father  of  Sir 
William  Phipps,  who  settled  in  Maine  in  the  early 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  Solomon 
Phipps,  who  settled  at  Charlestown,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  in  1642,  father  of  Sir  William  Phipps,  the 
first  royal  governor  of  Massachusetts.  Descend¬ 
ants  of  this  remarkable  man  have  for  over  three 
hundred  years  borne  their  part  in  the  history  and 
development  of  this  country.  The  mother  of  John 
Phipps,  the  pioneer  in  Venango  County,  was  Mary 
Marshall,  a  member  of  the  famous  Pennsylvania 
family,  and  cousin  of  “Mad  Anthony  Wayne.” 
Samuel  Phipps,  son  of  John,  married  Amelia 
Halyday,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Sarah  Halyday, 
who  purchased  a  farm  at  the  mouth  of  Oil  Creek, 
now  Oil  City,  in  1803. 

On  his  paternal  line,  Mr.  Cross  is  a  descendant 
of  William  Cross,  a  pioneer  iron  manufacturer  of 
Butler,  Venango  and  other  counties,  who  was  a 
son  of  Samuel  Cross,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who 
lived  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  later  at  Center¬ 
ville,  Butler  County.  One  son,  Joseph  Cross,  was 
elected  to  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  from  But¬ 
ler  County,  where  all  of  the  family  remained,  but 
William,  who  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  in  the 
commissary  department.  Removing  in  1831  to 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  he  leased  a  forge  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  there  for  a  short 
time,  also  living  in  Rockland  Township  before  he 
settled  at  Clintonville,  in  1835,  where  he  carried  on 
a  grocery  and  general  mercantile  business  alone 
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or  in  partnership  with  his  son  Robert.  But  he  was 
generally  known  as  a  skillful  builder  of  furnaces, 
having  erected  and  operated  the  following :  Slab 
furnaces  in  Cranberry  Township;  Sandy  in  Vic¬ 
tory;  Van  Buren  in  Cranberry;  Bullion  and  Jane 
in  Clinton;  Forest  near  Tionesta;  and  Pleasant 
Grove  in  Lancester  County.  He  was  also  inter¬ 
ested  in  various  grist,  carding  and  saw  mills, 
erecting  many  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  at 
one  time  having  seven  in  active  operation.  After 
the  discovery  of  oil  he  spent  a  great  deal  of  time 
and  money  in  experiments  of  refining,  a  process 
not  then  understood,  skimming  oil  from  the  sur¬ 
faces  of  rivers  and  creeks  for  this  purpose.  He 
put  $13,000  into  these  experiments. 

William  Cross  was  married  to  Jane  Weakly, 
daughter  of  Robert  Weakley,  of  Butler  County. 
They  were  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  were  parents  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  Samuel  W.,  Robert,  of  whom  further; 
Wilson,  William  C.,  Harriet,  wife  of  Thomas 
Hoge,  who  was  mayor  of  Franklin  and  a  member 
of  the  State  Senate;  Sarah  Jane  (Mrs.  Nathan 
Davis),  Matilda  (Mrs.  John  Maxwell),  and  two 
daughters  named  Caroline,  one  dying  young.  The 
parents,  who  were  among  the  most  advanced 
residents  of  the  locality,  afforded  their  children  the 
best  educational  advantages  possible,  taking  great 
interest  in  establishing  an  academy  and  support¬ 
ing  it. 

Robert  Cross,  son  of  William  and  Jane 
(Weakly)  Cross,  was  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Clinton  Township  for  many  years.  He  was  a 
contractor  and  builder,  and  was  largely  associated 
with  his  father  in  his  extensive  work.  He  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  foremost  business  men  of  his 
locality,  equally  zealous  in  all  that  pertained  to  the 
uplift  of  the  community.  He  was  an  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  one  of  its  most  liberal 
supporters.  On  December  25,  1835,  he  married 
Hannah  McKissick,  born  in  Portland,  Maine, 
daughter  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Means),'  Mc¬ 
Kissick,  of  Scotch  ancestry,  who  settled  in  Sandy 
Lake  Township,  Mercer  County;  their  children 
were:  Putnam,  John,  Henry,  Oliver,  Hannah 
(Mrs.  Robert  Cross),  abovementioned ;  Jane, 
Mrs.  Henry  Near,  Mary,  wife  of  Dr.  A.  J. 
McMillan;  Sophronia,  wife  of  Henry  Smail;  and 
Thomas  S.. 

William  Cross,  son  of  Robert  and  Hannah 
(McKissick)  Cross,  was  born  in  Clintonville, 
November  19,  1845,  where  he  was  educated.  He 


became  a  farmer  and  purchased  a  portion  of  the 
vast  Phipps  estate,  which  has  become  a  fine 
property  through  his  advanced  methods  of  culti¬ 
vation,  and  he  has  been  long  since  one  of  the 
most  valuable  citizens  of  his  neighborhood.  In 
1867  he  married  Nancy  Phipps,  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Samuel  and  Amelia  (Halyday)  Phipps,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Effie  May,  wife  of  James  I.  Black,  of  Brookville; 
Frank,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Sun  Oil 
Company,  who  married  Margaret  McKee;  Fred 
A.,  an  engineer  of  Hampton  Station,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  who  married  Laura  Irwin;  Hannah,  wife 
of  John  J.  Porter,  of  Clarion,  Pennsylvania ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Raymond,  of  this  review;  Florilla,  Harriet, 
wife  of  Edson  Byer;  and  Robert  P.,  of  Marcus 
Hook,  Pennsylvania. 

Like  the  members  of  his  family,  generally,  Wil¬ 
liam  Raymond  Cross  has  been  counted  upon  for 
help  in  promoting  the  social  betterment  of  his  com¬ 
munity,  and  he  has  not  been  lacking  in  either  the 
spirit  or  performance  of  his  duties.  He  is  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  Oil  City  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association,  and  has  responded  readily 
to  all  calls  for  his  support  for  similar  enterprises. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  holding  membership 
in  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Oil  City  Chapter,  No.  236,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43,  Knights 
Templar;  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection;  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite ; 
and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Pittsburgh. 

Mr.  Cross  married  Mary  Belle  Eakin,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Emily  (Hovis)  Eakin,  members  of 
honored  and  respected  families  of  Butler  and 
Venango  counties,  who  have  had  an  important  part 
in  its  principal  activities  since  1799,  when  Samuel 
Eakin,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  located  in  Venango 
County.  Among  others  of  her  families  are  the 
Rileys  and  Campbells,  who,  too,  have  been  in¬ 
fluential  people. 


WILLIAM  FRANKLIN  PHILLIPS,  a 

member  of  the  third  generation  of  successful  oil 
producers  in  his  family  active  in  the  Venango 
County  fields,  is  an  up-to-date  oil  operator  in  the 
territory  immediately  north  of  Oil  City.  Coming 
of  a  race  whose  vigorous  progressive  traits  have 
been  outstanding  features  of  the  type,  he  is  as 
thoroughly  representative  of  the  times  in  his  labors 
as  his  father  and  his  grandfather  were  in  theirs, 
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each  having  rendered  a  contribution  of  distinct 
value  to  the  industrial  situation  of  his  day. 

William  Phillips,  the  grandfather,  was  a  partner 
of  John  Van  Ausdell,  from  the  earliest  oil 
activities  until  his  death  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
five  years.  Being  pioneers  in  various  oil  fields  and 
making  several  fortunes,  they  were  among  the 
men  whose  successful  efforts  were  effective  in  the 
initial  developments  of  what  has  come  to  be  an 
industry  of  world-wide  importance. 

Coming  from  Taramtum,  Pennsylvania,  in  1859, 
to  what  is  now  South  Oil  City,  but  at  that  time 
was  large  farming  tracts,  he  leased  a  portion  of 
Thomas  Downing’s  farm.  Returning  home  he 
made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  his  under¬ 
taking  and  soon  had  his  family,  provisions,  and 
drilling  machinery  on  a  flat  boat  ready  for  the 
trip  up  the  Allegheny  River.  He  built  the  second 
house,  which  was  also  the  first  frame  house,  on 
the  site  of  the  present  South  Oil  City.  The  house, 
in  a  good  state  of  preservation  and  occupied,  is 
on  East  Front  Street.  In  1859,  shortly  after 
Drake’s  development,  Mr.  Phillips,  with  Frew  & 
Company,  drilled  a  well  of  forty  barrels’  flow — 
one  of  the  first.  In  the  winter  and  spring  of 
1861,  Phillips  &  Van  Ausdell  bored  a  well  on  a 
tract  up  the  river  above  Laytonia,  in  what  is  now 
the  south  side  of  Oil  City,  striking  a  thirty-five 
barrel  well  in  April.  The  oil  sold  at  sixty-five 
cents  a  gallon,  so  the  excitement  of  it  was  of 
short  duration.  In  September  of  the  same  year 
they  brought  in  the  famous  four-thousand  barrel 
well  on  Oil  Creek,  on  the  Tarr  farm  near  Petro¬ 
leum  Center,  which  set  the  country  aflame  as  to 
oil  possibilities.  It  was  known  as  the  Phillips 
well.  Six  months  after  it  was  struck  it  was  still 
producing  thirty-six  hundred  barrels  daily.  This 
historic  well  broke  loose  at  night,  thousands  of 
barrels  of  oil  flowing  into  Oil  Creek  before  it 
could  be  curbed.  In  1863,  on  the  Tarr  farm,  the 
partners  made  the  first  effort  to  transport  oil 
through  pipes,  now  universally  the  means  of  con¬ 
veying  crude  oil  from  the  producing  fields  to  the 
refineries.  Mr.  Phillips  made  and  used  bulkhead 
boats  to  carry  oil  in  bulk  to  Pittsburgh.  Others 
wished  to  get  a  patent  on  this  but  Mr.  Phillips 
thwarted  their  plans,  insisting  that  the  idea  be 
used  as  a  public  benefit.  Mr.  Phillips  continued  to 
be  one  of  the  principal  oil  producers  in  the  county 
until  his  death. 

William  Phillips  was  a  man  of  sterling  qualities. 
His  stocky,  rugged  body  and  features  were  an 


index  to  his  character.  More  than  one  house¬ 
hold  had  reason  to  be  grateful  for  the  quiet, 
unassuming  nature  of  his  liberality. 

In  a  civic  way  he  gave  a  portion  of  his  property 
to  what  is  now  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany  for  the  erection  of  a  station  on  the  south 
side  of  Oil  City,  to  be  held  by  them  so  long  as  a 
station  was  maintained  at  that  place.  The  station 
is  still  known  as  the  South  Side  Stop.  Another 
piece  of  land  was  given  to  the  Grace  Methodist 
Church  so  long  as  it  was  held  for  church  purposes. 
It  was  located  at  the  head  of  Church  Street.  The 
structure  has  since  been  razed  and  a  new  church 
built  nearer  the  business  section. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  a  director  of  the  old  Oil  City 
Savings  Bank,  held  an  interest  in  the  old  toll 
bridge,  and  with  his  partner,  Mr.  Van  Ausdell, 
owned  and  operated  an  oil  wharf  in  the  Third 
Ward,  known  as  the  Munhall.  They  also  owned 
the  two  drug  stores  on  the  south  side. 

William  Phillips  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
County,  and  was  married  to  Sarah  Jane  Mc¬ 
Cormack,  of  that  county.  To  them  was  born  three 
sons  and  two  daughters :  1.  Sarah  J.,  who  mar¬ 

ried  J.  E.  Cribbs.  2.  John  W.,  of  whom  further. 
3.  Rachel,  who  married  Joseph  Haffey.  4.  Wil¬ 
liam  Braid,  who  operated  a  ferry  at  Freeport, 
which  his  father  had  formerly  owned.  5.  Parks, 
the  only  survivor  of  the  family,  who  is  unmar¬ 
ried  and  a  resident  of  Oil  City. 

John  W.  Phillips,  father  of  William  Franklin 
Phillips,  was  born  July  24  1850,  on  a  farm  in 
Westmoreland  County,  where  he  remained  until 
the  family’s  removal  to  Oil  City.  There  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  literary  education  in  the  graded  schools, 
and  subsequently  learned  the  drug  business,  which 
he  followed  during  his  young  manhood.  He 
opened  and  managed  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Nichols  Pharmacy  on  the  South  Side,  and  which 
was  owned  by  Phillips  &  Van  Ausdell.  Later  he 
opened  stores  at  various  other  towns  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  Pennsylvania — Knox  (Edenburg),  St.  Joe, 
and  Buena  Vista,  but  the  uncertainties  of  the  oil 
towns  and  heavy  losses  by  fire  induced  him  to 
return  to  Oil  City.  As  administrator  he  settled  up 
the  Phillips  estate  upon  his  father’s  death,  mean¬ 
while  buying  himself  the  farm  tract  at  Pinoak,  in 
Cranberry  Township,  this  county,  where  he  after¬ 
ward  resided  with  the  exception  of  part  of  the  time 
while  he  was  serving  two  terms  as  county  com¬ 
missioner,  1905  to  1911,  during  two  of  which 
years  he  lived  at  Franklin.  At  Pinoak  he  brought 
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in  several  productive  oil  wells.  Clever  and  tactful 
in  handling  business  matters,  Mr.  Phillips  was  not 
niggardly  in  the  application  of  his  time,  means,  or 
efforts  in  the  interest  of  his  fellow  men.  He  took 
a  keen  interest  in  public  affairs,  showing  sound 
judgment  in  advocating  such  improvements  as 
would  be  of  permanent  value.  For  many  years  he 
served  in  local  offices,  on  the  School  Board,  etc., 
the  township  benefiting  greatly  by  his  counsel 
and  well  considered  action  in  its  government.  In 
the  building  of  the  steel  bridge  at  Oil  City,  his 
idea  of  providing  a  broad  roadway  that  would 
suffice  for  many  years  was  originally  opposed  by 
other  commissioners,  but  he  persisted  until  he 
won  them  over,  as  the  creditable  structure  which 
they  erected  attests.  The  Washington  Bridge  at 
Franklin  was  also  built  during  his  commissioner- 
ship,  as  well  as  the  county  jail,  and  substantial 
improvements  were  made  on  the  County  Farm. 
He  was  a  lifelong  Republican  and  always  prom¬ 
inent  in  the  local  ranks  of  the  party.  Mr.  Phil¬ 
lips  was  a  man  of  sterling  character,  zealous  in  the 
discharge  of  his  obligations,  but  modest  and  un¬ 
assuming,  of  pleasing  disposition  and  fond  of  en¬ 
tertaining  at  his  own  fireside,  where  he  kept  open 
house  and  found  his  greatest  pleasure  in  the  midst 
of  his  old  friends,  who  were  legion.  His  death 
occurred  June  25,  1915,  at  the  home  of  his  son, 
William  F.  Phillips,  on  the  Merritt  and  Phillips 
lease  at  McClintockville.  Fraternally  he  was  a 
Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow,  affiliated  with  Latonia 
Lodge,  No.  1018,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  and  the  Masonic  Blue  Lodge  at  Oil  City, 
and  the  Council  and  Chapter  at  Franklin,  his 
funeral  services  being  conducted  by  Venango 
Chapter,  No.  21 1,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  by  the 
pastor  of  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  he  was  a  member. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  married  (first),  on  November 
23,  1871,  to  Gertrude  Power,  of  Franklin,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  all  of 
whom  survive  him :  1.  William  Franklin,  of 

whom  further.  2.  Josephine,  the  wife  of  David 
W.  Moore,  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma.  3.  Grace,  the 
widow  of  S.  J.  Swift,  of  Austin,  Texas.  4. 
Wendell  C.  The  mother  of  these  children  dying 
May  15,  1890,  Mr.  Phillips  married  (second),  in 
1898,  Alice  Hastings,  of  Utica,  Venango  County, 
who  passed  away  in  June,  1911. 

William  Franklin  Phillips  followed  closely  in 
his  father’s  and  grandfather’s  footsteps.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  began  work  in  the  oil  fields  as  a 
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tool  dresser,  and  became  a  drilling  contractor  at 
the  age  of  twenty,  operating  a  string  of  tools,  and 
sank  several  wells  on  his  father’s  farm.  In  1907, 
attracted  by  the  high  wages  paid  to  experienced 
men,  he  went  to  California,  and  except  one  year, 
which  he  spent  at  the  old  home,  he  was  engaged  in 
various  of  the  leading  production  sections  of  that 
State  until  1901,  his  experience  as  a  driller  ex¬ 
tending  into  the  copper  regions  of  New  Mexico 
as  well.  Forming  a  partnership  with  H.  R.  Mer¬ 
ritt  on  his  return  to  Pennsylvania,  they  secured 
title  to  sixty  acres,  with  leases  on  an  additional 
tract,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  given  his 
attention  to  the  development  of  this  property,  he 
and  his  partner  having  a  large  number  of  produc¬ 
ing  wells  there,  whose  yield  is  at  least  up  to  the 
average  of  Venango  County  wells.  Many  old  wells 
had  to  be  drawn  and  reworked,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  operations  Mr.  Phillips  has  had  many 
reasons  to  be  grateful  for  his  years  of  experience, 
covering  every  phase  of  oil  production  and  mak¬ 
ing  him  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  its  possi¬ 
bilities.  His  management  of  his  property  speaks 
volumes  for  his  efficiency,  persistency,  and  con¬ 
stancy  in  the  care  of  the  minor  details  without 
which  success  could  not  be  gained  under  present- 
day  conditions.  He  also  owns  the  old  farm  at  Pin- 
oak,  where  there  is  a  satisfactory  oil  production, 
and  where  he  has  increased  the  acreage  by  purchas¬ 
ing  additional  tracts.  In  1923  he  moved  to  this 
farm,  devoting  all  his  time  and  energy  to  his 
business  there,  and  selling  his  partnership  in¬ 
terests. 

William  Franklin  Phillips  has  the  straightfor¬ 
ward  characteristics  of  his  forebears,  is  an  untir¬ 
ing  worker,  and  a  zealous  advocate  of  just  ex¬ 
penditures  in  private  and  public  life.  Possessing 
a  host  of  friends,  he  prefers  to  entertain  at  his 
own  fireside,  and  his  home  is  the  scene  of  many  a 
happy  gathering. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  married,  in  1906,  to  Eva  Mae 
Stives,  of  Spartansburg,  a  woman  of  wide  culture 
and  experience,  a  ready  writer  for  periodicals  and 
a  valuable  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution,  coming  from  an  ancient  line  of 
honorable  people.  Mr.  Phillips,  too,  has  a  cred¬ 
ible  genealogy,  counting  among  his  progenitors  of 
Venango  County  George  Power,  a  Revolutionary 
patriot,  who  served  at  Vincennes,  Fort  Washing¬ 
ton  and  Fort  Franklin,  a  native  of  Maryland,  and 
the  first  white  man  to  make  a  permanent  home  in 
Franklin  as  early  as  1790.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
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Mason,  being  a  Knights  Templar,  and  also  has 
attained  the  thirty-second  degree.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Phillips  have  three  children :  Marian  A.,  William 
Franklin,  Jr.,  and  Howard  Stives. 


WILLIAM  WALLACE  BROWN,  Nestor  of 
the  McKean  County  bar,  felicitated  from  his 
home  where  a  physical  infirmity  restrained  him  to 
celebrate  his  eighty-ninth  birthday,  April  22,  1925, 
which  was  made  memorable  by  the  attendance  at  a 
dinner  given  by  a  large  company  of  his  friends, 
fellow-members  of  the  bar,  and  business  associ¬ 
ates  in  the  Board  of  Commerce  rooms  at  Brad¬ 
ford. 

Yes,  we’re  boys— always  with  tongue  or  pen — 

And  I  sometimes  have  asked :  Shall  we  ever  be 
men? 

Then,  here’s  to  our  boyhood,  its  gold  and  its  gray. 
The  stars  of  its  winter,  the  dews  of  its  May ! 

The  optimistic  lines  were  part  of  a  message 
framed  by  Mr.  Brown’s  old  law  partner,  R.  B. 
Stone,  of  the  well-known  Bradford  firm  of  Stone, 
Brown  &  Sturgeon,  in  which  these  three  able 
lawyers  had  attained  more  than  local  celebrity, 
and  had  each  contributed  to  the  best  endeavors 
of  the  city  of  Bradford  itself.  The  honor  guest 
on  the  occasion  of  this  birthday  dinner,  though  af¬ 
flicted  with  virtually  total  deafness  was  enabled 
to  enjoy  the  many  good  things  said  of  him  be¬ 
cause  printed  copies  of  the  speeches  were  placed 
before  him  to  be  read  as  each  one  extolled  the 
veteran  lawyer  and  mentioned  one  or  more  out¬ 
standing  facts  of  his  long  and  useful  career.  He 
showed  to  the  gathering  of  nearly  one  hundred 
friends  a  picture  of  his  parents,  to  whom  he  paid 
high  tribute  and  gave  credit  for  the  development 
of  those  qualities  in  him  which  his  friends  had 
seemed  especially  to  admire.  He  disclaimed  the  pos¬ 
session  of  any  attributes  not  held  in  common.  To 
his  friends  of  many  years’  standing  and  his  former 
business  associate  he  paid'  tribute  as  follows :  “If 
I  can  stay  away  from  the  retiring  ground  and  con¬ 
tinue  my  association  with  Mr.  Stone  until  he 
answers  the  final  summons,  I  shall  consider  my 
stay  here  a  very  happy  companionship.” 

Mr.  Stone’s  letter  of  felicitation  to  Mr.  Brown 
on  his  eighty-ninth  birthday  contained  the  follow¬ 
ing  happy  phrases : 

My  Dear  Wallace: 

Here’s  a  hand!  But  how  about  this?  To  a 
comrade  trudging  on  ahead  over  the  line  into  the 
nineties,  and  who  is  expected  to  discourse  on  “The 


Lamp  by  which  My  Feet  Are  Guided”  to  fifty 
thousand  people  on  Historical  Day  next  summer, 
the  occurrence  of  a  birthday  is  only  a  matter  of 
passing  salutation. 

One  who  plants  trees,  sows  good  deeds  and  seeds 
that  grow,  walks  the  streets  before  children  for 
eighty-nine  years  without  a  misstep,  age  never 
overtakes. 

One  who  heard  Lincoln’s  call  in  1861,  whose  elo¬ 
quent  voice  is  never  silent  in  the  hour  of  his  coun¬ 
try’s  peril,  and  whose  name  is  affixed  to  the  roll  of 
all  our  chief  community  undertakings,  though  the 
physical  ear  may  be  closed,  still  listens  with  the 
heart  to  every  new  public  appeal.  Venerable  with 
years  and  with  honors,  his  spirit  is  the  spirit  of 
a  boy. 

Mr.  Brown  having  obtained  his  education  by  the 
hardest  sort  of  sacrifice  and  toil,  and  having  come 
over  the  same  kind  of  route  to  his  place  of  suc¬ 
cess  professionally  and  with  financial  emolument, 
he  has,  in  turn,  shown  his  deep  appreciation  to 
country,  State,  county  and  community  by  rendering 
in  some  capacity  or  other  some  telling  service; 
first,  as  a  volunteer  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  again 
as  district-attorney,  next  as  city  attorney,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  membership  in  city  councils ;  now  as  a 
member  of  the  Legislature,  serving  on  important 
committees,  next  as  member  of  the  Governor’s 
staff,  followed  by  a  long  period  of  service  in  the 
National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  including  mem¬ 
bership  on  the  staff  of  a  major-general  and  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Pennsylvania;  filling  the  office  of  Rep¬ 
resentative  in  two  sessions  of  Congress ;  where  he 
accomplished  lasting  benefit  in  procuring  desirable 
legislation  for  Pennsylvania ;  assisting  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  and  management  of  a  railroad;  serving 
as  president  of  the  Board  of  Commerce  of  his 
home  city  of  Bradford;  contributing  to  the  annals 
of  the  county  court  and  bar,  and  again  serving  his 
country  with  the  rank  of  colonel  as  solicitor  for 
the  United  States  Army  during  the  Spanish-Amer- 
ican  War. 

William  Wallace  Brown,  born  at  Summer  Hill, 
Cayuga  County,  New  York,  April  22,  1836,  is  a 
son  of  Rasselas  W.  and  Mary  (Brownell)  Brown. 
Scotch-English  blood  flows  in  his  veins,  and  the 
faith  of  the  Baptist  is  his  sure  foundation.  In 
1838  his  parents  removed  to  Pennsylvania  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  their  new  home  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness  of  that  part  of  Elk  County  formerly  attached 
to  McKean  County,  and  on  the  site  of  what  now 
is  Rasselas.  There  the  pioneer  Brown  cleared  his 
land  for  a  farm,  and  he  and  his  good  wife  reared 
their  three  boys  and  three  girls,  saw  to  it  that  they 
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were  well  fed  and  comfortably  clothed,  that  they 
received  all  the  advantages  of  the  abbreviated 
educational  system,  and  that  they  were  brought 
up  in  the  faith  of  the  fathers,  not  in  so  narrow  a 
manner,  however,  as  to  preclude  members  of  the 
family  from  becoming  communicants  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist,  the  Presbyterian  and  the  Episcopal  churches, 
where  all  but  two  became  active  members. 

William  Wallace  Brown,  bearer  of  the  name  of 
his  Scotch  ancestor,  was  the  second  son,  and  his 
educational  opportunities  were  not  only  rare  but 
also  extremely  uncertain.  The  precarious  nature 
of  his  schooling,  he  recalls,  was  forcibly  impressed 
upon  his  memory  as  the  first  incident  of  his'  going 
to  school.  It  was  in  winter,  and  he  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  mother  and  elder  brother,  all  three 
astride  the  old  mare,  smooth  shod,  and  none  too 
sure-footed  in  carrying  her  burden  up  slippery 
hills  and  down  the  smooth  decline  and  over  the  icy 
spots  in  the  levels.  Her  task  of  trying  to  keep  to 
the11  road  was  fully  as  difficult  as  that  of  her  three 
passengers  to  cling  to  her  back.  Some  sixteen 
months  of  school  training  was  all  that  young 
Brown  received  when  he  had  attained  his  six¬ 
teenth  year.  It  was  now  decided  in  family  coun¬ 
cil  that  he  enter  Smethport  Academy.  He  was  to 
be  received  into  the  family  of  Solomon  Sartwell, 
and  he  was  to  do  the  chores  morning  and  eve¬ 
ning  in  payment  of  his  board  and  washing.  Under 
these  arrangements  he  was  to  remain  two  winters 
if  they  were  acceptable  to  the  parties  concerned. 
While  at  Smethport  he  encountered  the  difficulty 
of  being  unable  to  obtain  sufficient  money  to  pay 
for  his  tuition.  This  obstacle  he  overcame  by  be¬ 
ing  given  the  jobs  of  ringing  the  academy  bell  and 
building  the  fires.  Returning  to  the  parental  roof- 
tree  in  the  spring,  the  student  Brown  engaged  in 
his  task  of  plowing  the  farmstead  acres  with  so 
much  will  and  energy  that  it  seemed  nothing  could 
stand  between  him  and  the  acquiring  of  a  college 
diploma.  He  taught  school  in  the  winter,  mean¬ 
while  pursuing  his  studies,  and  thus  was  enabled 
in  the  fall  of  1857  to  prepare  himself  for  entrance 
to  college.  About  that  time  he  was  attending  a 
teachers’  institute,  when  an  address  was  being 
made  by  the  president  of  Alfred  College,  Professor 
W.  C.  Kenyon,  in  which  the  speaker  brought  home 
with  repeated  emphasis  the  timely  advice:  “Young 
man,  do  your  best!”  This  injunction  took  root  in 
the  consciousness  of  Brown,  and  without  delay  he 
determined  to  enter  Alfred  College  that  very  fall. 
The  question  of  the  hour  at  that  time  was:  Could 


he  obtain  the  money  with  which  to  pay  for  his 
board  and  tuition  for  the  first  term?  If  he  could 
do  that,  he  would  entertain  little  anxiety  about  the 
future.  He  made  a  never-to-be-forgotten  visit  to 
Colonel  A.  I.  Wilcox  in  quest  of  a  loan.  The  sum 
of  thirty-two  dollars  was  forthcoming  from  him, 
and  this  sum  he  added  to  his  paltry  savings,  making 
an  amount  just  about  equal  to  the  round-trip  rail¬ 
road  fare ;  took  his  grip  in  hand,  and  started  on 
foot,  to  travel  the  fifty-one  miles  to  Olean,  New 
York,  then  the  nearest  railroad  point.  The  most 
rigid  economy  was  to  be  his  daily  practice,  the 
performance  of  any  kind  of  honorable  labor  was 
to  be  his  aim.  He  secured  positions  as  a  teacher 
and  clerk,  and  now  and  again  a  loan  from  his  elder 
brother.  He  thus  was  enable  to  make  the  grade  at 
college  in  his  class  of  1861.  Graduation  day  was 
only  two  months  away ;  but  by  that  time  the  cloud 
of  the  Civil  War  had  settled  upon  the  country. 
William  Wallace  Brown  and  eleven  of  his  fellow- 
students,  mostly  of  the  graduating  class,  on  the 
day  the  news  was  received  of  the  fall  of  Sumter, 
assembled  in  the  room  of  “Brown  and  Dexter,” 
and  there,  before  the  class  of  ’61,  pledged  each 
other  that  they  would  join  the  forces  for  the  de¬ 
fense  of  the  Union.  Suiting  their  action  to  the 
word,  they  left  the  following  day  for  Elmira,  New 
York,  where  they  immediately  enlisted  in  the 
Southern  Tier  Rifles,  a  well-drilled  andj  fully  offi¬ 
cered  militia  company,  which  eventually  was  ab¬ 
sorbed  into  the  23d  New  York  Regiment. 

Private  Brown  served  as  a  member  of  Company 
K,  of  the  23d  New  York,  until  December,  1861, 
when  he  was  transferred/  to  the  famous  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  “Bucktails,”  in  which  he  served  the  rest  of 
his  period  of  enlistment  as  a  member  of  Company 
C.  He  participated  in  a  number  of  hard-fought 
battles,  among  them  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  the 
second  Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  and  Fredericksburg. 
The  war  ended,  he  came  to  Smethport,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  studied  law  under  the  preceptorship  of 
Hon.  Byron  D.  Hamlin,  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
lawyers  in  McKean  County  in  his  time.  While  a 
law  student  he  filled  the  offices  of  registrer  and 
recorder  of  McKean  County,  and  at  the  same  time 
served  as  deputy  prothonotary.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  at  Smethport  in  1866,  and  in  the  fall  of 
that  year  he  was  elected  district  attorney.  Gov¬ 
ernor  Geary  honored  him  with  appointment  to  the 
office  of  county  superintendent  of  common  schools 
of  McKean  County.  In  1869  he  removed  to  Erie 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  lived  for  nine  years  in 
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the  city  of  Corry.  For  three  years  of  his  resi¬ 
dence  there  he  served  as  city  attorney,  and  for  two 
years  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council.  In  1872 
he  took  his  seat  as  a  Representative  in  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Legislature,  and  continued  as  a  member 
until  1876.  For  two  sessions  he  was  a  member  of 
the  judiciary  Committee.  He  introduced  the  first 
bill  providing  for  the  establishment  of  fish  cul¬ 
ture  west  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  and  the  bill 
was  enacted  into  law.  Governor  Hartranft,  in 
1876,  appointed  him  an  aide-de-camp,  and  for  four¬ 
teen  years  he  continued  his  connection  with  the 
National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  a  portion  of  the 
time  serving  on  the  staff  of  a  major-general. 

Mr.  Brown  removed  to  Bradford  in  1878,  and 
has  since  had  his  residence  in  that  city,  where  for 
years  he  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Republican 
party.  In  1882  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
United  States  House  of  Representatives,  and  sat 
in  the  forty-eighth  and  forty-ninth  sesssions  of 
Congress.  While  a  member  of  Congress  Mr. 
Brown  procured  appropriations  for  the  United 
States  Court  House  and  Post  Office  at  the  city  of 
Williamsport,  and,  besides  establishing  a  large 
number  of  post  offices  and  mail  routes  in  his  dis¬ 
trict,  secured  free  delivery  of  mails  in  Bradford, 
the  youngest  city  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to 
secure  such  service. 

In  1897  Mr.  Brown  was  appointed  auditor  by 
President  McKinley  for  the  War,  Department  and 
afterwards  auditor  for  the  Navy  Department. 
These  duties  were  extremely  onerous,  and  for  a 
time  included  Government  expenditures  in  our 
island  possessions  of  Cuba,  Porto  Rico  and  the 
Philippines.  It  is  estimated  that  including  all 
these  he  supervised  the  settlement  of  more  ac¬ 
counts  than  all  the  previous  accounting  officers 
from  the  foundation  of  the  government  to  the 
date  of  Mr.  Brown’s  appointment1. 

Soon  after  acquiring  these  island  possessions  the 
Congress  provided  for  three  additional  auditors — 
one  for  each  island — thus  relieving  the  auditor  for 
the  War  Department  of  that  part  of  his  heavy 
duties.  They  were,  however,  burdened  with  the 
work  of  settling  the  accounts  between  the  States 
and  the  general  government  growing  out  of  the 
Civil  War,  most  of  which  up  to  that  time  re¬ 
mained  undetermined.  They  amounted  to  many 
million  dollars. 

While  still  auditor,  Mr.  Brown  was,  without 
solicitation  or  previous  knowledge,  appointed  by 


Mr.  Roosevelt,  Assistant  Attorney-General  and  as¬ 
signed  to  the  defense  of  claims  growing  out  of 
the  Spanish-American  War.  These  claims  already 
filed  in  the  State  Department  amounted  to  more 
than  $65, 000, 000,  which,  by  the  Paris  treaty,  the 
United  States  had  agreed  to  pay.  It  was  early 
learned  that  a  large  share  of  these  claims  were 
fraudulent  or  greatly  padded.  The  losses  were 
confined  to  American  citizens  and,  of  course,  in¬ 
cluded  losses  of  American  corporations.  Many 
of  these  proved  to  be  fraudulent.  The  court  per¬ 
mitted  the  Assistant  Attorney-General  to  consider 
certificates  of  incorporation  of  only  prima  facia 
evidence,  behind  which  testimony  to  prove  them 
fraudulent  was  permitted.  This  was  a  long 
tedious  task,  but  resulted  in  throwing  out  claims 
to  the  extent  of  more  than  $60,000,000. 

On  the  expiration  of  his  term  in  Congress  Mr. 
Brown  resumed  his  practice  of  law,  and  shortly 
afterward  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Stone, 
Brown  &  Sturgeon.  He  was  instrumental  in 
procuring  the  charter  for  the  city  of  Brad¬ 
ford,  and  he  organized  and  procured  the  charter 
for  the  Bradford,  Bordell  &  Kinzua  Railroad  and 
its  branches,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  di¬ 
rectorate  since  the  road’s  completion.  His  interest 
in  the  Board  of  Trade  was  expressed  through  ac¬ 
tive  membership  for  several  years,  and  he  has 
served  the  board  as  its  president.  Since  1879  he 
has  been  interested  in  the  production  of  oil,  and 
owns  oil-producing  properties  in  McKean  County. 

Mr.  Brown  was  honored  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Laws  from  Alfred  College  in  1886, 
whence  he  was  graduated  in  1861,  after  he  had 
entered  the  army.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Brad¬ 
ford  Baptist  Church.  He  is  affiliated  with  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic;  has  served  several 
terms  as  post  commander,  has  been  junior  vice¬ 
commander  of  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  as  Judge  Advocate-General  on  the  staff  of 
General  Griven,  commander-in-chief 

Mr.  Brown  married,  March  16,  1862,  while  at 
home  from  the  army  on  recruiting  duty,  Ellen 
Crandall,  of  Independence,  New  York,  daughter 
of  Nelson  and  Laura  Crandall.  She  died  Septem¬ 
ber  25,  1920,  and  is  buried  in  Alfred  College 
Cemetery,  Allegany,  New  York.  They  had  one 
daughter,  Jessie  Lincoln  Brown,  born  August  20, 
1864,  died  May  5,  1921 ;  married  Frederic  Palen 
Schoonmaker,  now  judge  of  the  United  States 
Court,  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  stationed 
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at  Pittsburgh.  To  them  were  born  three  children: 
I.  Susie  Ray,  married  W.  G.  Blaisdell  and  lives 
in  Bradford.  2.  Fay  Lillian.  3.  Max. 


JOHN  WILSON  MORROW,  M.  D„  late  of 
Tionesta,  passed  away  before  reaching  the  allotted 
three  score  years  and  ten,  but  left  behind  a  record 
of  well  spent  endeavor  and  the  richest  of  legacies 
for  his  posterity — a  good  name.  In  his  chosen 
profession  he  stood  as  a  peer  among  his  con¬ 
temporaries,  demonstrating  his  superior  worth  by 
the  broadest  interpretation  of  its  duties,  and  the 
unselfish  yet  loyal  standards  regarding  his  per¬ 
sonal  responsibilities  and  the  sincere  courtesies  due 
to  others. 

In  his  paternal  family,  Dr.  Morrow  belonged  to 
the  third  generation  of  American  citizenship,  the 
surname  of  which  is  of  Irish  origin,  having  been 
anglicized  from  Murcha — Irish  Muirchu — which 
was  the  name  of  the  fiftieth  Christian  King  of 
Leinster,  who  invaded  the  Isle  of  Man  in  1070,  and 
who  died  in  Dublin.  December  8,  1090.  This  pro¬ 
genitor  of  the  family  was  evidently  a  warrior  on 
the  sea,  as  the  name  indicates,  being  a  compound  of 
muir,  “sea,”  and  cha,  or  chu,  “a  warrior.” 

The  ancient  kings  of  Leinster  had  fortresses,  or 
royal  residences,  at  Diumrigh,  near  the  river  Bar- 
row,  between  Carlow  and  Leighton ;  at  Naas,  in 
Kildare;  and  in  aftertimes  at  the  city  of  Ferns  in 
Wexford,  which  was  their  capital;  also  at  Old 
Ross  in  Wexford ;  and  at  Ballymore  in  Carlow. 

The  Mac  Moroughs  were  inaugurated  as  kings 
of  Leinster  at  a  place  called  Cuoc-au-Brogha, 
attended  by  O’Nolan,  who  was  the  king’s  marshal 
and  chief  of  Forth  in  Carlow;  by  O’Doran,  chief 
Brehon  of  Leinster ;  and  by  Mac  Keogh,  his  chief 
bard.  The  Mac  Moroughs  maintained  their  in¬ 
dependence,  and  held  their  title  of  the  “Kings  of 
Leinster,”  with  large  possessions  in  Wexford  and 
Carlow,  down  to  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
when  the  O’Cavanaghs  became  their  representa¬ 
tives  in  Leinster.  If  the  motto  on  their  coat-of- 
arms,  Virtute  et  Fidelitate,  is  an  index  to  their 
standards  of  living,  theirs  is  an  honorable  lineage. 

But  the  Morrows,  although  of  royal  ancestry, 
have,  in  later  centuries,  been  firm  advocates  of 
democracy,  and  have  represented  a  class  of  whom 
it  has  been  well  said  that  no  better  immigration 
ever  reached  the  shores  of  our  Republic.  By  their 
enthronement  of  God  and  His  word  above  all 
human  authority;  by  their  integrity  of  character 
built  up  by  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  by  their 


aggressiveness  and  courage  to  fight  for  truth  and 
righteousness,  as  revealed  by  His  Spirit,  they  have 
filled  their  place  as  worthy  units  of  a  democracy. 
The  particular  brand  which  we  here  record  have 
been  Presbyterians  of  long  standing,  and  it  was 
but  natural  that  when,  in  1811,  two  of  its  mem¬ 
bers,  John  and  his  wife,  Margaret  (Gillespie) 
Morrow,  of  Moira,  County  Down,  Ireland,  reached 
Pennsylvania,  they  should  seek  a  home  in  Indiana 
County,  and  later  eastern  Armstrong  County, 
where  they  found  a  veritable  Presbyterian  strong¬ 
hold.  This  couple  had  been  united  in  marriage 
some  eight  or  nine  years  before  leaving  their 
native  land,  by  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Allen, 
and  when  they  reached  America  were  the  parents 
of  four  children.  To  this  number  six  were  added, 
making  in  all  a  family  of  ten,  as  follows :  1. 

Andrew,  born  in  1804,  married  (first)  Mary 
Cochran,  and  (second)  Isabel  Rankin.  2.  James, 
born  in  1805,  married  Mary  Meanor.  3.  William, 
born  in  1807,  died  in  1873,  married  (first)  Martha 
Hutchinson,  and  (second)  Sarah  Gillespie.  4. 
Martha,  born  in  1809,  married  John  Marshall,  of 
Dayton,  Pennsylvania.  5.  David,  born  in  1812, 
married  Margaret  Lytle.  6.  Elizabeth,  born  in 
1815,  married  Abel  Stewart,  of  Indiana,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  7.  John,  born  in  1817,  married  Mary  Gib¬ 
son.  8.  Margaret,  born  in  1819,  married  John 
Kelso  Ormand,  of  Dayton,  Pennsylvaia.  9.  Nancy 
Cochran,  bom  in  1821,  married  Samuel  Lytle. 
10.  Wilson,  born  in  1824  married  Margaret 
Stuchell 

Like  many  of  the  Ulster  people,  John  Morrow 
was  a  linen  weaver,  and,  in  his  pioneer  home  in 
Western  Pennsylvania,  through  the  fruit  of  his 
loom,  purchased  a  homestead  in  the  rapidly  grow¬ 
ing  community.  Being  honest  and  thrifty,  he 
enabled  his  ten  children  to  receive  the  best  educa¬ 
tion  possible  that  the  private  schools  of  those 
days  offered,  so  that  when  each  son  reached  his 
majority  he  was  ready  to  take  his  place  as  a 
useful  citizen,  and  each  daughter  was  able  to  in¬ 
struct  others  in  private  schools.  Later,  members 
of  this  family  represented  a  home  where  a  new 
family  altar  was  erected,  and  from  each  of  which, 
where  there  were  heirs,  have  gone  forth  an  hon¬ 
ored  citizenship  composed  of  farmers,  teachers, 
physicians,  and  ministers  of  the  gospel. 

William  Morrow,  the  third  son,  became  a  pros¬ 
perous  farmer  in  Cowanshannock  Township,  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  and  was  counted  among  that  town¬ 
ships  most  worthy  citizens.  At  that  time  that 
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section  was  the  Utopia  for  an  ideal  republic,  being 
a  rich  farming  community,  where  each  farm  home 
had  a  representative  in  college,  and  where  churches 
were  well  filled  with  devout  worshippers  on  the 
Lord’s  day.  And  William  did  his  “bit”  in  ad¬ 
vancing  education  by  assisting  in  establishing 
Westminster  College  (Pennsylvania)  and  by  giv¬ 
ing  substantial  aid  to  worthy  young  men  and 
women  in  receiving  a  collegiate  education.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1873,  he  was  a  stockholder  and 
trustee  in  the  Soldier’s  Orphans’  School  at  Day- 
ton,  Pennsylvania,  and  an  elder  in  the  Concord 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  which  he  had  the 
honor  of  representing  in  the  highest  courts  of  the 
denomination.  On  September  8,  1835,  William 
Morrow  was  united  in  marriage  with  Martha 
Hutchinson,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Martha 
(Findley)  Hutchinson,  members  of  ancient  and 
honorable  families  in  Europe  and  America,  whose 
ancestors  sealed  their  covenant  for  “Christ  and 
the  Church”  with  their  blood  in  Scotland  some 
three  centuries  ago,  and  whose  descendants  in  some 
branch,  in  each  generation  since,  have  held  posi¬ 
tions  of  responsibility  in  church  and  State.  Prior 
to  their  coming  to  Pennsylvania,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  all  the  grandparents  of 
Martha  Hutchinson  had  resided  in  County  Antrim, 
Ireland,  where,  for  almost  a  century  before,  their 
families  had  taken  part  in  the  events  of  historical 
interest  of  that  place.  During  the  American  Rev¬ 
olution  both  her  grandfathers,  John  Hutchinson 
and  James  Findley,  as  well  as  her  father,  James 
Hutchinson,  served  as  rangers  on  the  frontier  in 
Westmoreland  County.  In  1798  John  Hutchinson 
bought  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now 
Indiana  County,  where  he  lived  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  At  the  time  of  the  Whiskey  Insurrection 
James  Findley  was  associate  judge  of  Westmore¬ 
land  County,  while  his  brother,  Hon.  William 
Findley,  a  member  of  Congress  from  the  same 
district,  served  as  a  peacemaker  between  the  In¬ 
surrectionists  and  the  government.  Perhaps  no 
name  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  at  that  time,  car¬ 
ried  with  it  more  weight  than  did  that  of  William 
Findley,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  that  ratified  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  was  also  a  representative 
in  either  Congress  or  the  United  States  Senate  for 
more  than  twenty  years.  Many  of  his  descendants 
have  rendered  distinguished  service  in  various 
ways,  but  those  of  more  recent  years  were  the  late 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  C.  Rhea  Ewing,  for  many  years 


president  of  Forman  College,  Lahore,  Indiana, 
whose  work  for  that  land  caused  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  to  confer  upon  him  the  rank  of  knighthood, 
and  for  two  years  prior  to  his  death  in  August, 
1925,  was  honorary  president  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Arthur  Ewing,  for  many  years  president 
of  the  Presbyterian  College  at  Allahabad,  India; 
and  Judge  Robert  M.  Ewing  of  Pittsburgh.  John 
Findley,  another  brother  of  James  Findley,  located 
in  Illinois  during  its  early  history,  where  many 
of  his  descendants  took  a  leading  part,  notable 
among  whom  was  the  late  Rev.  David  A.  Wal¬ 
lace,  D.  D.,  president  of  Monmouth  College  for 
almost  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Martha  (Hutchin¬ 
son)  Morrow,  wife  of  William  Morrow,  died 
July  23,  1867,  and  on  September  8,  1872,  he  was 
married  to  Sarah  Gillespie,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Nancy  (Graham)  Gillespie,  of  County  Down, 
Ireland,  who  survived  him  thirty  years. 

To  William  Morrow  and  his  wife,  Martha 
(Hutchinson)  Morrow,  were  born  two  sons:  John 
Wilson,  June  2,  1837;  and  James  Hutchinson, 
January  19,  1839.  These  sons  received  their  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  the  public  school  situated  on 
the  bank  of  the  beautiful  Cowanshannock,  near 
their  home.  Later  they  attended  the  McElroy 
preparatory  school  at  Rural  Valley,  after  which 
they  completed  their  course  at  the  Dayton,  (Penn¬ 
sylvania)  Union  Academy. 

In  1858  James  H.  Morrow  entered  Westminster 
College  as  a  student,  but  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  the  2d  Pennsylvania  Cav¬ 
alry,  and  served  throughout  the  war,  having  re¬ 
enlisted  in  1864,  becoming  a  second  lieutenant. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  resumed  his  studies  at 
Westminster  and  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  in  1868.  The  following  autumn  he  entered 
the  Western  Theological  Seminary,  where  he 
graduated  in  1871.  After  his  ordination  he  served 
in  the  presbyteries  of  the  Middle  West  under  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  his  last  charge  being  at  Dexter, 
Iowa,  where  he  died  November  10,  1889.  In  May, 
1875,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Jane  Love,  of 
Rochester,  New  York,  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Mary  (Wylie)  Love,  natives  of  the  Province  of 
Ulster,  Ireland,  and  both  residents  of  the  city  of 
Rochester.  Mrs.  Morrow,  who  was  a  prominent 
worker  in  missionary  societies  and  the  Women’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  died  in  February, 
1914.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Morrow  reared  one  daughter, 
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Emma  Love  Morrow,  who  is  an  alumnae  of  the 
Livingstone  Park  Seminary,  Rochester,  New  York, 
and  of  the  Boston  Cooking  School.  For  some¬ 
time  after  graduating,  Miss  Morrow  was  a  teacher 
in  Miss  Farmer’s  School  at  Boston,  after  which 
she  taught  a  number  of  years  in  the  Girl’s  In¬ 
dustrial  School  at  Rochester.  Taking  a  year  for 
study  and  travel,  Miss  Morrow  returned  to 
Rochester,  where  she  has  since  been  supervisor  of 
home  economics  in  the  city  schools.  Miss  Morrow 
has  ever  been  a  diligent  student,  and  is  an  author 
of  works  pertaining  to  her  special  line  as  a  teacher 
and  supervisor. 

On  account  of  ill  health,  John  Wilson  Morrow, 
the  elder  son  of  William  Morrow,  was  unable  to 
take  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  so  after  a 
thorough  preparation  he  became  a  teacher,  which 
profession  he  followed  for  thirteen  years,  the  last 
of  which  was  in  the  Vicksburg  (Mississippi) 
Freedman’s  College,  under  the  United  Presbyterian 
Board,  as  principal  of  that  school.  After  pre¬ 
paratory  studies  under  J.  M.  Pettigrew,  M.  D.,  of 
Rural  Valley,  he  attended  Jefferson  Medical  Col¬ 
lege,  Philadelphia,  where  he  graduated,  March  13, 
1873.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
Atwood,  Pennsylvania,  and  continued  there  until 
1881,  when  he  removed  to  Tionesta.  While  a 
resident  of  Atwood,  he  took  a  part  in  everything 
that  was  for  the  betterment  of  the  community. 
He  was  the  means  of  a  high  school  for  academical 
instruction  being  organized,  and  was  president  of 
the  board;  was  postmaster  eight  years,  and  Sab¬ 
bath  School  superintendent  for  ten.  Upon  his  re¬ 
moval  to  Tionesta,  the  doctor  became  identified 
with  all  the  various  activities  of  that  place,  edu¬ 
cational,  religious,  and  social,  in  all  of  which  he 
maintained  a  keen  interest  until  his  death,  August 
5,  1905.  At  various  times  he  was  given  positions 
of  honor  and  trust  in  the  county,  especially  in 
connection  with  the  work  as  a  physician.  He 
assisted  in  organizing  Captain  George  Stowe  Post, 
No.  137,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  was 
its  adjutant  for  more  than  twenty  years,  having 
served  as  a  corporal  of  Company  M,  5th  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Heavy  Artillery,  during  the  Civil  War;  was 
a  member  of  the  board  of  medical  examiners  of 
Forest  County,  being  especially  helpful  to  the  vet¬ 
erans  of  the  Civil  War  in  obtaining  pensions;  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  Venango  County 
Medical  Society,  serving  as  president  in  1886; 
was  a  member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  member  of  the  Medical  Society  of 


America;  was  also  an  elder  of  the  United  Presby. 
terian  Church,  serving  the  church  as  a  commis¬ 
sioner  to  the  General  Assembly.  On  February  3, 
1863,  Dr.  Morrow  was  married  to  Rebecca 
Malinda  MacFarland,  of  Rural  Valley,  who  was 
born  June  26,  1842,  and  died  November  14,  1885. 
Mrs.  Morrow  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Nancy  (Harrison)  MacFarland,  granddaughter  of 
William  MacFarland  (a  veteran  of  the  War  of 
1812)  and  his  wife  Nancy  (Stewart)  MacFarland, 
and  of  James  and  Rebecca  (Stephens)  Harrison; 
great-granddaughter  of  Sergeant  Giles  Stephens 
(Stevens)  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  his 
wife,  Nancy  (Tipton)  Stephens,  natives  of  Mary¬ 
land,  but  pioneer  residents  of  Huntingdon  County, 
and  of  John  Harrison,  also  a  Revolutionary  vet¬ 
eran,  and  his  wife,  Eleanor  (Kelly)  Harrison. 
John  Stephens,  a  son  of  Giles  and  Nancy  (Tipton) 
Stephens,  settled  on  the  Big  Sandy  in  Venango 
County  as  early  as  1798,  and  erected  the  first  grist 
mill  in  the  vicinity,  on  the  point  where  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Pike  crosses  Sandy  Creek.  John  Stephens 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Lowrie,  daughter  of 
John  Lowrie,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  a  sister 
of  “Mayor  Lowrie”  of  Pittsburgh,  and  of  Hon. 
Walter  Lowrie,  who  served  twelve  years  as  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  United  States  Senate,  but  resigned  his 
position  of  secretary  of  the  Senate  to  accept  the 
position  of  secretary  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions. 

To  John  Wilson  Morrow,  M.  D.,  and  his  wife, 
Rebecca  M.  (MacFarland)  Morrow,  were  born  the 
following  children:  1.  Martha  Hutchinson,  Decem¬ 
ber  14,  1864.  2.  Nancy  Clarissa,  December  23, 

1866.  3.  William  Gillespie,  December  20,  1868. 

4.  Florence  Jane,  April  15,  1871,  died  April  29, 
1874.  5.  John  MacFarland,  February  16,  1874, 

died  March  1,  1876.  6.  Matilda  Catherine,  Janu¬ 
ary  4,  1876,  died  May  15,  1899.  7.  James  Duff, 

March  21,  1878.  8.  Sarah  Malissa,  April  5,  1880. 
9.  Rosanna  May,  May  1,  1885,  died  April  23,  1886. 
The  doctor’s  first  wife  died  November  14,  1885, 
and  on  September  8,  1887,  he  was  again  married 
to  Martha  Jane  Uncapher,  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Mary  (Wilson)  Uncapher,  of  Indiana  County, 
whose  paternal  ancestors  in  Pennsylvania,  Mary¬ 
land,  and  Virginia  antedate  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  whose  descendants  were  intermarried  with 
some  of  the  most  aristocratic  families  south  of  the 
Mason  and  Dixon  line.  The  Uncapher  name  was 
brought  to  America  in  1700  by  Martin  Ungefehr, 
but  it  was  not  until  after  the  Philip  (Uncapher) 
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Ungefehr  branch  had  left  Virginia  in  the  early 
part  of  the  last  century  and  had  settled  in  West¬ 
moreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  that  the  spelling 
of  the  name  was  changed  to  Uncapher.  Mrs. 
Morrow  was  also  a  descendant  of  James  Millen 
(Miller)  and  his  wife  Anna  (Sherbley)  Millen, 
by  reason  of  whose  services  she  became  a  member 
of  the  Tidioute  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution.  Mrs.  Morrow  was  a  woman  of 
bright  intellect,  taking  a  keen  interest  in  all  social, 
political,  and  religious  activities  till  her  death 
which  occurred  October  20,  1913.  A  niece  of  Mrs. 
Morrow’s,  Mrs.  Carrie  (Walter)  Stuchell,  wife  of 
Austin  Stuchell,  of  Turtle  Creek,  Pennsylvania, 
died  in  September,  1893,  leaving  an  infant,  Carrie 
Evyln,  born  September  10,  of  that  same  year,  who 
became  a  member  of  the  Morrow  family  when 
three  weeks  old,  and  who  was  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated  by  them.  In  May,  1913,  Carrie  Evyln  was 
married  to  Dr.  Louis  Laverne  Bourquin,  youngest 
son  of  Julius  and  Emma  (Waite)  Bourquin,  of 
Tidioute,  and  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  College  of  Dental  Surgery.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Bourquin  have  three  daughters :  1.  Martha  Evlyn, 
born  September  30,  1914.  2.  Emma  Elizabeth, 

February  21,  1920.  3.  Phyllis  Jane,  November 

20,  1922. 

Dr.  Morrow’s  children,  who  lived  to  adult  age, 
were  all  graduates  of  the  Tionesta  High  School 
with  the  exception  of  the  eldest,  Martha  Hutchin¬ 
son,  who  was  educated  at  the  Indiana  State 
Normal  School  and  Dexter  Normal  College,  with 
post-graduate  work  at  the  Chautauqua  summer 
schools.  Miss  Morrow  has  been  a  teacher  in  the 
Oil  City  schools  for  a  number  of  years ;  is  a 
member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  the  Oil  City  Teachers’  Association,  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Teachers’  Association,  and  the  National 
Educational  Association.  Nancy  Clarissa  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  Westminster  College,  Indiana  State 
Normal,  and  Seattle  Pacific  College,  being  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  latter  two;  is  a  teacher  in  the  South 
Side  Junior  High  School  of  Oil  City,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  corresponding  editor  for  the  “Missionary 
Tidings”  (Chicago)  ;  writer  for  the  “Light  and 
Life”  Sabbath  school  series  and  other  publica¬ 
tions;  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  the  Oil  City  Teachers’  Association, 
the  Pennsylvania  Teachers’  Association,  and  the 
National  Educational  Association,  for  six  years 
was  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Clarion  Pres¬ 
byterian  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and  for 


some  time  editor  of  the  “Presbyterian  Tidings.” 
Sarah  M.,  youngest  daughter  of  Dr.  Morrow, 
who  grew  to  adult  age,  took  a  course  of  instruc¬ 
tion  at  the  Mechanics’  Institute,  Rochester,  New 
York,  and  has  furthered  her  credits  at  the  Chau¬ 
tauqua  summer  schools;  is  a  member  of  the  Put¬ 
man  King  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution;  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  an  in¬ 
structor  at  Barber  College  for  Women,  Anniston, 
Alabama,  under  the  National  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  A  sketch  of  William 
Gillespie  Morrow,  elder  of  the  two  sons  of  Dr. 
Morrow,  who  grew  to  adult  age,  follows. 

James  Duff  Morrow,  eldest  son  of  Dr.  Mor¬ 
row,  after  leaving  school,  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  for  a  time,  his  last  work  being  a  builder 
of  barges  on  the  Monongahela  River.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  he  was  a  machinist  and  foreman  in  the 
National  Tube  Mill,  at  McKeesport,  Pennsylvania, 
where,  on  October  12,  1912,  he  was  married  to 
Mary  Bogart,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Caroline 
(Hoover)  Bogart,  an  accomplished  young  woman 
of  talent  and  ability,  who  had  been  a  teacher  in  the 
city  schools  for  eleven  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morrow  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 

1.  Martha  Caroline,  born  September  17,  1913. 

2.  Mary  Ellen,  born  January  19,  1915.  3.  James 
Duff,  Jr.,  born  February  28,  1924.  Their  resi¬ 
dence  is  at  Oil  City,  where  Mr.  Morrow  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Reid  Gas  Engine  Company.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church. 


WILLIAM  GILLESPIE  MORROW,  M.  D., 

physician  for  the  Wheeler  &  Dusenberry  lumber 
Company,  has  been  stablished  at  West  Hickory, 
the  shipping  station  for  the  firm,  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  and  has  long  since  become  favorably 
known  and  ranked  among  the  leading  physicians 
of  Forest  County.  The  doctor  has  also  an  office 
at  Endeavor,  general  headquarters  for  the  com¬ 
pany,  some  two  or  three  miles  distant,  which  has 
been  finely  equipped  by  them  in  addition  to  the 
services  of  a  registered  nurse. 

Dr.  Morrow,  who  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late 
John  Wilson  Morrow,  M.  D.,  of  Tionesta  (see 
preceding  biography),  was  born  in  the  Morrow 
homestead  along  the  banks  of  the  beautiful 
Cowanshannock  River  near  Rural  Valley,  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  Pennsylvania,  December  20,  1868. 
When  four  years  of  age  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Atwood,  the  same  county,  where  he 
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lived  until  1881,  when  his  father  located  at 
Tionesta.  Here  he  completed  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  and  has  the  distinction  of  being  a  member 
of  the  first  class  to  receive  regular  diplomas  from 
the  Tionesta  Public  School,  the  standard  having 
been  raised  by  the  board,  of  which  his  father  was 
a  member.  After  graduating  he  engaged  in  teach¬ 
ing  for  a  time,  but  resigned  to  accept  a  clerkship 
in  the  Winebiddle  Pharmacy,  Pittsburgh,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Later  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Tionesta  Lumber  Company  as  a  raftsman,  deliver¬ 
ing  their  last  cut  of  2,000,000  feet  to  points  on  the 
Ohio  River  as  far  south  as  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
After  this  time,  he  decided  to  become  a  physician, 
and  matriculated  at  the  Baltimore  Medical  Col¬ 
lege  (now  University  of  Maryland)  where,  in 
1896,  he  graduated  with  honors,  locating  soon  after 
at  West  Hickory,  where  he  has  remained  ever 
since  and  where,  for  more  than  twenty-five  years, 
he  has  been  a  physician  for  the  West  Hickory 
Tanning  Company.  Always  a  student  and  ever 
alert  to  promote  the  work  of  his  profession,  the 
doctor  has  taken  a  number  of  terms  of  post¬ 
graduate  work  at  the  Buffalo  University. 

Dr.  Morrow  has  been  prominently  connected 
with  all  the  various  local  and  county  activities 
which  have  had  for  their  object  the  improvement 
and  advancement  of  the  community,  and  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  such  services,  has  been  honored  by  the 
citizens  in  many  ways  as  the  duties  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  would  permit.  In  addition  to  these  honors 
conferred  he  has  served  as  physician  of  the  County 
Home  and  as  assistant  surgeon  for  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  for  a  number  of  years.  He  has 
ever  been  alert  to  the  educational  requirements  of 
the  State  and  as  secretary  of  the  School  Board 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  residence  in  Har¬ 
mony  Township  has  done  much  to  further  the  best 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth.  Like  his  pro¬ 
genitors  in  America,  as  well  as  in  the  British 
Isles,  whose  church  history  has  been  closely  inter¬ 
woven  with  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  since 
its  formation  in  Scotland  some  three  centuries 
ago  and  more,  Dr.  Morrow  has,  from  his  youth, 
taken  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of  the  church, 
having  been  for  many  years  an  elder  of  the 
Endeavor  Presbyterian  Church,  a  congregation 
which  he  has  repeatedly  represented  in  presby- 
terial  and  synodical  meetings. 

On  December  24,  1896,  Dr.  Morrow  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Gertrude  McElhoes,  daughter  of  John 
Kinter  and  Margaret  (Thompson)  McElhoes  of 


Kellysburg,  Pennsylvania,  descendants  of  Indiana 
County’s  earliest  and  most  highly  respected  citi¬ 
zens,  counting  among  their  number  John  Kinter 
and  Isaiah  Van  Horn,  patriots  of  the  American 
Revolution  as  well  as  Dutch  patroons  of  Man¬ 
hattan  Island,  Isaiah  McElhoes,  a  native  of 
Philadelphia,  also  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and 
Robert  Thompson,  whose  purchase  of  land  from 
the  Penn  heirs,  recorded  on  parchment,  it  still 
preserved  in  the  family.  Through  intermarriages, 
Gertrude  (McElhoes)  Morrow  was  also  descended 
from  the  Cannon,  Scott,  and  Ross  families,  as 
well  as  from  Mary  (Todd)  Findley,  sister  of 
General  Levi  Todd,  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Mary  (Todd)  Lincoln. 
Mrs.  Morrow  was  a  woman  of  brilliant  intellect, 
and  valedictorian  of  her  class  (1891)  at  the  Clarion 
State  Normal  School.  To  her  and  Dr.  Morrow 
were  born  three  children:  1.  Margaret  Gertrude, 
June  16,  1899,  educated  at  the  West  Hickory  and 
Oil  City  High  Schools,  Westminster  College, 
and  the  Buffalo  General  Training  School  for 
Nurses,  1921,  of  which  she  is  now  assistant 
superintendent.  2.  John  K.  McElhoes,  January 
26,  1902,  educated  at  the  West  Hickory  public 
schools,  West  Hickory  High  School  (1918), 
Oil  City  High  School  (1919),  and  Westminster 
College  (A.  B.,  1923),  now  a  student  at  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  University  School  of  Law.  3.  Dorothy 
Rebecca,  March  23,  1905,  who  died  August  23, 
1906.  Mrs.  Morrow  died  March  24,  1907,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-eight.  Martha  Belle  McElhoes, 
younger  sister  of  Mrs.  Morrow,  served  for  two 
years  with  the  Canadian  Forces  in  France,  as  a 
Red  Cross  nurse,  with  the  commission  of  lieutenant. 

On  September  10,  1912,  Dr.  Morrow  was  mar¬ 
ried  (second)  to  Florence  Mae  Fuellhart,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Mary  (Vogt)  Fuellhart,  worthy 
and  respected  citizens  of  Tidioute,  Pennsylvania, 
whose  contribution  to  its  advancement  has  been  of 
the  highest  type.  John  Fuellhart,  father  of  Charles, 
was  born  in  Grand  Duchy  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
Germany,  April  15,  1821,  where  he  received  a 
liberal  education  in  the  best  universities,  such 
as  was  becoming  to  families  of  the  better  class  of 
citizens.  In  1842  he  was  married  to  Christina 
Philipina  Fridenberger,  a  woman  of  noble  birth, 
and  they  were  parents  of  the  following  children: 
1.  Margaret,  married  Carl  Horn.  2.  Julia,  mar¬ 
ried  Jacob  Roesch.  3.  Emma.  4.  Charles.  5. 
Henry,  who  married  Kathryn  Kerr.  In  1854, 
John  Fuellhart  and  family  migrated  to  America, 
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settling  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  became  em¬ 
ployed  in  State  service  as  civil  engineer  for  1855- 
56,  and  under  General  Viele,  laid  out  Central  Park 
in  New  York  City.  In  1857  he  located  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  where  he  became  engineer  for  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  &  Erie  Railroad.  In  1863  he  made  the 
survey  for  the  Oil  City  &  Irvineton  Railroad  and 
was  commissioned  by  that  company  to  purchase 
the  right  of  way;  in  1864  he  assisted  in  con¬ 
structing  the  road,  and  in  1866  retired  from  pub¬ 
lic  service,  purchasing  a  delightful  homestead 
above  Tidioute  along  the  Allegheny  River,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  grafting  upon 
the  citizenship  of  his  adopted  country  his  own 
splendid  qualities  of  steadfast  purpose  and  in¬ 
telligent  thrift.  His  elder  son,  Charles,  possess¬ 
ing  the  splendid  business  qualities  of  his  father, 
became  one  of  Tidioute’s  most  successful  citizens, 
leaving  at  his  death,  in  1914,  an  honorable  record, 
worthy  of  remembrance  in  the  generations  yet 
to  come.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Fuellhart  had 
three  children:  1.  Charles,  deceased;  married 
(first)  Gertrude  Dowler  (Allegheny  College  grad¬ 
uate),  who  died  February  12,  1917;  (second) 
Mrs.  Erma  (Thompson)  Beatty.  2.  William, 
superintendent  of  the  Wheeler  &  Dusenberry 
Lumber  Company,  married  Florence  Clarke;  chil¬ 
dren:  William  Clark  (Princeton,  ’25),  and  Robert, 
student  at  Kiskiminitis  Preparatory  School.  3. 
Florence  Mae,  educated  at  the  Tidioute  High 
School  and  Allegheny  College. 

Mrs.  Florence  Mae  (Fuellhart)  Morrow,  both 
by  birth  and  education,  was  well  qualified  to  be¬ 
come  the  leader  in  the  social  and  religious  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  community  which  has  become  her  in¬ 
heritance.  For  a  number  of  years  she  has  been 
a  valued  member  of  the  Tidioute  Women’s  Club, 
president  of  the  Women’s  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Endeavor  Presbyterian  Church;  and  an  officer 
of  the  Clarion  Presbyterian  Missionary  Society. 
She  has  also  been  officially  connected  with  the 
Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  in  both 
local  and  county  unions.  In  fact,  there  is  no  activ¬ 
ity  of  uplift  for  the  community  in  which  she  does 
not  have  an  active  part,  in  addition  to  the  care 
of  her  home  and  that  of  her  children:  Mary 
Rebecca,  born  June  18,  1913,  and  William  Gil¬ 
lespie,  Jr.,  born  September  24,  1915.  Both  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Morrow  are  members  of  the  C.  L.  S.  C. 
at  Endeavor,  and  spend  as  much  time  as  possible 
at  their  cottage  at  Chautauqua  Lake  during  the 
summer  sessions  of  the  circle. 


DR.  AUGUST  CARL  MORCK— With  the 
passing  of  Dr.  August  Carl  Morck  Oil  City  and 
Venango  County  and  all  the  region  roundabout 
suffered  the  loss  of  a  most  influential  citizen  and 
ofi  a  man  who  had  achieved  signal  success  in  his 
profession  of  optometry,  with  honorable  service 
to  his  credit.  Always  a  student,  he  had  added  to 
his  profession  continually  by  scientific  work  of 
unquestioned  service  to  humanity,  and  the  breadth 
of  his  personal  character,  in  loyal  cooperation  with 
the  best  interests  of  the  scene  of  that  service, 
commended  him  to  the  high  esteem  and  confidence 
of  the  community. 

Dr.  August  Carl  Morck  was  born  in  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  November  16,  1859,  and  was  of 
German  origin,  his  father,  August  Detrich  Morck, 
having  been  born  August  13,  1820,  in  Dortmund, 
Westphalia,  and  his  mother,  Sophia  Albertine 
(Kirberger)  Morck,  on  January  9,  1825,  in  Ben- 
dorf,  Prussia,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  1.  Wilhelmine  Frederick,  born 
October  20,  1847,  died  in  infancy.  2.  Fred¬ 
erick  Heinrich,  born  January  31,  1850;  mar¬ 
ried  (first)  Isabel  Hirtzel,  by  whom  he  had 
one  child,  Gertrude ;  married  (second)  Bertha 
Keferstein,  by  whom  he  had  three  children : 
Bertha,  Helen  and  Frances.  3.  Albert  Wilhelm, 
born  September  30,  1851,  deceased.  4.  Eliza 
Hermina,  born  August  30,  1853 ;  married  P.  J. 
Bayer,  and  had  four  children :  Sophia,  Carl,  Wal¬ 
ter  and  William.  5.  August  Carl,  of  this  me¬ 
morial.  6.  Herman,  born  April  25,  1870,  died 
in  infancy. 

August  Detrich  Morck,  being  a  gentleman  of 
high  intelligence,  watched  carefully  over  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  his  children,  especially  that  of  his  son 
August  Carl,  who,  after  receivng  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Warren,  studied 
in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  after  which  he 
commenced  business  life  as  a  jeweler  at  Warren, 
in  partnership  with  his  brother,  but,  becoming  in¬ 
terested  in  what  subsequently  was  his  specialty, 
he  took  a  course  in  optometry  in  the  Pulte  Med¬ 
ical  College,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  for  three  years, 
later  taking  advanced  work  in  the  Butler  School 
of  Optics  (1887)  and  the  Philadelphia  Optical  Col¬ 
lege,  pursuing  his  studies  with  the  thoroughness 
characteristic  of  his  race,  with  the  result  that 
he  became  one  of  the  foremost  authorities  in  his 
line  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  If  recogniton  by 
professional  associates  who  may  be  assumed  to  be 
the  best  judges  of  the  achievements'  of  their  com- 
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peers,  is  the  most  cherished  reward  of  the  scien¬ 
tific  student  and  investigator,  then  Dr.  Morck  held 
a  position  in  the  front  rank  of  those  whom  men 
delight  to  honor.  He  had  already  had  conferred 
upon  him  a  life  membership  in  the  Academy 
Parisienne  des  Inventeurs  for  an  exhaustive 
article  on  ophthalmology;  while  he  was  an  in¬ 
ventor  of  three  types  of  bi-focal  glasses — the 
perfection  bi-focal,  lenticular  bi-focal  and  opifix 
bi-focal — which  are  held  in  high  favor  by  op¬ 
ticians.  Since  1886  Dr.  Morck  had  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  Oil  City,  where  he  did  business  under 
the  name  of  the  Morck  Optical  Company,  which 
long  enjoyed  the  patronage  and  confidence  of  this 
section. 

During  the  period  of  his  residence  in  Warren 
Dr.  Morck  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  municipal  government ;  he  served 
a  number  of  years  as  a  member  of  the  Council 
and  one  term  as  mayor.  On  two  occasions  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  nomination  for  membership  in  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Legislature,  but  declined  because  of  his 
professional  associations.  Since  he  became  a  res¬ 
ident  of  Oil  City  he  had  been  similarly  honored. 
He  was  a  thirty-second  degree  member  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  was  socially 
prominent.  He  had  a  very  wide  acquaintance 
throughout  this  region  and  elsewhere.  Genial 
and  democratic  by  nature,  he  possessed  a  pleas¬ 
ing  personality  that  drew  to  his  side  friends  of  all 
ages  and  of  many  walks  in  life.  An  appreciation 
of  Dr.  Morck,  in  a  Warren  newspaper,  had  the 
following  to  say  of  his  early  associations  in  that 
city:  “  .  .  .  Those  of  his  classmates  (in  the 
Warren  Union  schools)  surviving  him  will  ever 
remember  his  cordial  greeting,  handclasp  of  true 
friendship  and  hearty  laugh.  Bright  and  quick, 
he  was  one  of  the  foremost  ones  in  everything  of 
a  local  nature,  musical  or  literary.  Those  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  days  of  Roscoe  Hall  entertain¬ 
ments  will  recall  August  C.  Morck  as  the  principal 
character  in  the  cast;  no  matter  how  difficult  the 
part,  or  light,  it  was  always  splendidly  sustained 
and  carried  out.  In  the  social  life  of  his  time 
here  he  was  a  leading  figure,  and  because  of  his 
fine  personality,  was  ever  in  demand,  and  so  very 
willing  to  assist  in  any  effort  for  the  welfare  and 
civic  improvement  of  his  home  town.” 

Dr.  Morck  had  been  a  resident  of  Oil  City  since 
1886.  He  died  at  his  home  there  November  4, 
1925,  following  a  rrionth’s  illness  of  heart  trouble. 
He  was  affiliated  with  Warren  Lodge,  Free  and 


Accepted  Masons;  and  was  a  charter  member  of 
Warren  Commandery,  Knights  Templar.  He 
was  a  member  of  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Oil  City,  and  of  its  official  board.  His 
clubs  were:  The  Wenango,  Venango,  Oil  City 
Boat,  and  the  Yacht  Club  of  St.  Petersburg, 
Florida. 

Dr.  Morck  was  united  in  marriage  to  Anne  Lee 
Chambers,  daughter  of  Wesley  Chambers,  one  of 
the  honored  and  influential  citizens  of  the  past 
generation  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Cham¬ 
bers,  who  was  born  September  13,  1829,  at  Harbor 
Creek,  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  educated  at 
Allegheny  College,  was  one  of  the  early  gold 
miners  of  California,  having  made  the  overland 
journey  in  1852,  returning  in  i860  to  the  oil  fields 
of  Pennsylvania,  locating  for  a  time,  after  his 
marriage  to  Cordelia  J.  Bonnell,  at  Tidioute,  and 
later  at  Rouseville,  where  Mrs.  Morck  was  born. 
In  1876  he  removed  to  Oil  City  and  continued  his 
successful  operations  in  the  production  of  oil  in 
Warren,  McKean,  Venango,  Clarion  and  Butler 
counties ;  in  fact,  he  became  one  of  the  most 
favorably  known  operators  over  the  entire  region 
of  the  Pennsylvania  oil  fields.  He  was  offered 
the  nomination  for  Congress  and  for  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  but  in  both  instances  declined  the  honor. 
Upon  his  return  from  California  to  Pennsylvania, 
he  earnestly  endeavored  to  promote  the  best  in¬ 
terests  of  all  churches  in  Oil  City  and  elsewhere, 
especially  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mrs.  Chambers  was  born  February  2,  1830,  at 
Harbor  Creek,  Erie  County ;  she  was  an  untiring 
worker  in  church  circles,  and  especially  in  mis¬ 
sionary  work.  Mr.  Chambers  had  a  distinguished 
Colonial  and  Revolutionary  ancestry,  among  whom 
were  the  Nash,  Stone,  Smith,  Frost  and  Hop¬ 
kins  families  of  New  England,  all  of  whom  had  a 
prominent  part  in  founding  and  establishing  the 
American  Republic.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chambers 
were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Frederick,  de¬ 
ceased;  Anne  Lee,  who  married  Dr.  Morck,  and 
George  D.,  of  Los  Angeles,  California.  Anne 
Lee  (Chambers)  Morck,  widow  of  Dr.  Morck, 
has  seemingly  inherited  the  fine  qualities,  combined, 
of  both  parents,  is  always  ready  to  promote  any 
public  enterprise.  She  was  educated  under  a 
governess,  after  which  she  completed  her  educa¬ 
tion  at  Stubenville  Seminary  and  the  Foster 
School,  Clifton,  New  York.  For  many  years  Mrs. 
Morck  has  taken  an  earnest  interest  in  whatever, 
in  her  judgment,  has  a  tendency  to  better  the  con- 
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ditions  of  humanity,  whether  at  home  or  abroad. 
She  has  been  especially  active  In  the  cause  of  edu¬ 
cation,  and  equipped  the  public  schools  of  Oil 
City  for  the  study  of  domestic  science  and  manual 
training.  Like  her  parents,  she  has  never  turned 
aside  from  a  worthy  appeal  from  any  religious 
denomination.  Mrs.  Morck  possesses  tact  and 
executive  ability  to  a  marked  degree,  and  is 
president  of  the  Morck  Oil  Company  of  Oil  City, 
and  a  member  of  the  board  of  the  Young  Women’s 
Christian  Association.  She  is  a  member  of  Put¬ 
nam  King  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  and  of  the  Wednesday  Morning  Club. 

To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Morck  were  born  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  i.  Cordelia  Sophia,  who  married 
Benjamin  H.  Brinton,  attorney-at-law,  Englewood, 
New  Jersey,  and  has  children :  Benjamin  Harrison, 
Brinton  (2),  and  William  Morck.  2.  Wesley 
Chambers,  a  graduate  of  the  Hill  School,  Potts- 
town,  Pennsylvania,  and  now  a  student  at  Prince¬ 
ton  University.  3.  Augusta,  a  graduate  of  Dana 
Hall,  Wellesley,  Massachusetts,  class  of  1925,  and 
now  a  student  at  the  Bennett  School,  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York.  4.  William  Allen,  a  student  at  the 
Hill  School  in  Pottstown. 


REV.  PERCY  EARLE  BURTT— The  career 
of  the  Rev.  Percy  Earle  Burtt,  to-day  the  minister 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Sharon, 
Pennsylvania,  is  one  that  has  led  him  into  many 
pastures,  both  here  in  the  United  States  and 
abroad  during  the  great  World  War,  when  he 
served  as  chaplain  in  the  United  States  Army. 
His  service  there  carried  him  into  the  British 
Isles  for  half  a  year,  and  then,  throughout  the 
campaign,  into  the  very  heart  of  things,  as  a 
member  of  the  North  Russia  Expeditionary 
Forces;  he  also  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Officers’  Reserve  Corps;  and  his  civilian  service 
has  carried  him  into  Ohio,  West  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  has  had  various  charges. 
Mr.  Burtt  is  active  in  fraternal  affairs,  holding 
membership  in  a  number  of  organizations  that 
stand  for  high  moral  citizenship  and  helpfulness. 
His  parents  are  also  natives  of  the  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  his  family  is  well  known  and 
established. 

Rev.  Percy  Earle  Burtt  was  born  in  Allegheny 
City,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  John  Ramsay  and  Hat¬ 
tie  (Miller)  Burtt,  his  father  having  been  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  and  being  also  an  editor, 
and  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  as  well  as 


being  active  in  all  matters  that  were  of  concern 
to  the  general  welfare  of  the  community  and  for 
its  progress  and  advancement.  The  son  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Second 
Ward  in  Allegheny  City,  and  then  attended  the 
Park  Institute,  being  graduated  from  the  Aca¬ 
demic  Department,  class  of  1904.  He  then  went 
to  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  College,  gradu¬ 
ating  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1908. 
This  was  followed  by  attendance  in  the  Western 
Theological  Seminary  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he 
received  his  degree  of  S.  T.  B.  in  1912.  Prior 
to  his  college  course,  Mr.  Burtt  worked  with  the 
American  Locomotive  Company,  formerly  the  old 
Pittsburgh  Locomotive  and  Car  Works;  and  dur¬ 
ing  that  time  and  for  one  year  subsequent  to  his 
college  work  he  acted  as  membership  secretary  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  was  ordained  May  14,  1912,  by  the 
Presbytery  of  St.  Clairsville,  and  became  a  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Mount  Pleas¬ 
ant,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  from  1912  to  1915. 
He  then  went  to  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Punxsutawney,  Pennsylvania,  remaining  there 
from  1915  to  1918.  During  the  great  World  War 
he  served  during  1918  and  1919  as  chaplain  of  the 
United  States  Army,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  was  with  the  339th  Infantry,  and  a 
member  of  the  North  Russian  Expeditionary 
forces,  serving  throughout  the  campaign,  after  a 
period  of  six  months  in  the  British  Isles.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Officers’  Reserve  Corps. 
After  receiving  his  honorable  discharge,  and  re¬ 
turning  to  civilian  life,  Rev.  Burtt  became  min¬ 
ister  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Wells- 
burg,  West  Virginia,  from  September,  1919,  to 
July,  1923,  when  he  was  called  to  the  ministry  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Sharon,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  has  continued  to  officiate  up  to 
the  present  time  (1925).  Rev.  Burtt  is  very 
highly  thought  of  in  the  community,  and  has  made 
an  honorable  record  in  each  of  his  pastorates. 
He  is  interested  in  the  general  as  well  as  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  his  flocks,  and  is  active  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  good  citizenship.  In  his  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  Order,  being  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
668,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  and  of  the  New 
Castle  Consistory,  in  which  he  holds  the  thirty- 
second  degree  in  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club; 
and  his  activities  in  the  various  interests  in  which 
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he  is  associated  are  always  of  a  character  that 
is  beneficial  for  all  concerned. 

Rev.  Percy  Earle  Burtt  married,  August  2, 
1919,  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  Blanche  Hen¬ 
rietta  Harding,  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  daughter  of  Norman  Milton  and  Mary 
(Anderson)  Harding,  both  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Burtt  are  the  parents  of  one 
daughter:  Jane  Celeste,  born  July  8,  1921,  at 
Wellsburg,  West  Virginia. 


JUDGE  JAMES  A.  McLAUGHRY— A  man 

of  rare  executive  gifts,  educator,  lawyer,  jurist, 
excelling  alike  in  all,  Judge  James  A.  McLaughry, 
of  Mercer,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  October  21, 
i860,  at  New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania,  a  son  of 
James  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Carman)  McLaughry. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  Delaware  County, 
New  York,  while  his  mother  was  a  native  of 
Huntingdon  County,  Pennsylvania.  His  father 
was  a  school  teacher  in  early  life,  but  became  a 
prosperous  merchant  of  New  Wilmington,  where 
his  son  was  reared.  Judge  McLaughry  was  grad¬ 
uated  at  Westminster  College  in  1884.  He  taught 
school  in  early  life.  From  1887  to  1889  he  was 
principal  of  the  Mercer  High  School.  He  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  practice  law  in  August,  1889,  and  from 
1889  to  1892  he  was  associated  with  J.  A.  Stran- 
nahan,  since  dead,  after  having  passed  his  law 
student  days  in  his  office,  the  firm  being  Stran- 
nahan  &  Bowser.  He  went  to  Chicago  and  was 
in  the  law  offices  of  Smith  &  Babcock  there  until 
1894,  when  he  left  the  city  on  account  of  his  health. 
In  1894  he  was  elected  principal  of  the  Fredonia 
Institute,  and  remained  in  charge  until  1896,  when 
he  went  to  Sharon,  as  superintendent  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools.  He  resigned  in  1900  to  practice  law. 
He  was  elected,  in  November,  1915,  judge  of 
Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  emmber  of 
the  Bar  Association  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
Bar  Association  of  Mercer  County.  He  was 
Supreme  Solicitor  for  the  Protected  Home  Circle, 
and  a  staunch  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 
He  belongs  to  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
During  the  World  War  Judge  McLaughry  was 
active  in  Mercer  County  on  the  different  boards 
and  drives. 

Judge  McLaughry  was  married,  in  Mercer,  in 
1892,  to  May  Graham,  daughter  of  W.  B.  and 
Maranda  R.  Graham,  of  Mercer.  They  are  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  De  Ormond; 
James  A.  and  William  G.,  who  served  in  the 


World  War;  both  sons  went  to  France  and  both 
returned  sound  and  healthy,  and  were  honorably 
discharged;  Rebecca;  Mary,  and  Margaret,  twins; 
Clara  May,  and  Helen. 


ROBERT  JOHN  BRECKENRIDGE— The 

Breckenridge  family  in  America  traces  its  an¬ 
cestry  from  a  noted  Scotch  house,  of  which  John 
Breckenridge  was  the  first  prominently  recorded 
personage.  He  lived  in  the  sixteenth  century, 
according  to  data  acquired  by  the  family.  The 
first  Breckenridge  of  this  line  to  come  to  America 
settled  in  New  York  State  in  1770.  One  of  the 
notable  members  in  this  country  has  been  Robert 
John  Breckenridge,  who  was  born  in  Franklin, 
Pennsylvania,  June  28,  i860,  the  son  of  W.  W. 
and  Elizabeth  (Bell)  Breckenridge.  Robert  J. 
Breckenridge  died  May  1,  1924,  after  a  long,  suc¬ 
cessful  and  highly  useful  life. 

His  father  before  him  was  a  contractor,  and 
Mr.  Breckenridge  at  twenty-one,  as  soon  as  he 
completed  his  schooling,  began  work  with  his 
father.  So  great  was  his  natural  aptitude  that  he 
rapidly  learned  the  technical  details  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  soon  took  the  entire  responsibility  for 
placing  bids  for  the  construction  of  railroad 
bridges  and  other  structures.  His  father’s  in¬ 
struction,  plus  his  own  unstinted  effort  and  en¬ 
thusiasm,  combined  to  produce  in  him  an  alert, 
able,  and  trustworthy  contractor.  After  elemen¬ 
tary  instruction  in  North  Liberty  Township,  he 
was  tutored  by  Professor  Ketler,  and  soon  entered 
Grove  City  College,  where  he  did  excellent  work. 
His  activities  in  his  chosen  profession  ranged 
over  the  entire  eastern  part  of  the  United  States, 
where  numerous  structures  survive  as  a  monu¬ 
ment  to  this  man  who  always  put  into  them  his 
very  best  skill  and  effort. 

Some  time  after  his  father’s  death  he  organized 
the  firm  of  Uber  &  Breckenridge,  and  after  Wil¬ 
liam  Uber  retired  from  the  firm  he  organized  the 
Robert  J.  Breckenridge  Construction  Company  of 
Grove  City,  Pennsylvania,  which  has  constructed 
many  wonderful  bridges  and  performed  many 
unusual  engineering  feats  under  his  able  guidance. 
Mr.  Breckenridge  was  a  loyal  and  steadfast 
friend,  devoted  to  his  family  and  to  his  employees. 
His  community  won  from  him  the  same  loving 
service  as  his  profession,  and  he  could  always  be 
counted  on  to  further  progressive  movements. 
Since  its  organization,  for  twenty-one  years,  or 
until  his  death,  he  had  been  a  director  of  Grove 
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City  National  Bank,  which  closed  on  the  day 
of  his  funeral,  as  did  all  the  banks  of  the  city. 
For  years,  also,  he  served  on  the  board  of  public 
school  directors.  The  Presbyterian  Church 
claimed  his  hearty  support. 

Robert  John  Breckenridge  married  (first) 
Caroline  McCune  in  1883,  who  left  him  a  son, 
William  D.  He  married  (second)  Elizabeth 
Love,  near  Mercer,  Pennsylvania,  December  13, 
1887.  Their  children  were:  five  daughters  who 
became,  respectively,  Mrs.  H.  Gilliland,  Mrs.  E. 
C.  White,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Bastress,  Mrs.  N.  D. 
McCord,  and  Florence  Breckenridge. 


THE  CRISWELL  FAMILY— The  early 
records  indicate  that  this  name  was  spelled  vari¬ 
ously,  as  Creswell,  Cresswell  and  Crisswell.  The 
family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  derivation. 

(I)  Elisha  Criswell,  the  first  member  of  this 
family  of  whom  we  have  definite  information,  was 
born  about  1770,  died  in  Kishacoquillas  Valley, 
Mifflin  County,  Pennsylvania,  about  1820.  He 
settled  with  two  of  his  brothers,  Benjamin  and 
Elijah,  in  the  Kishacoquillas  valley,  where  he 
acquired  land,  which  he  cleared  and  tilled.  He 
married  Elsie  Chesney,  born  about  1769,  died  in 
1856.  Among  his  children  was  Robert  Chesney, 
of  whom  further. 

(II)  Robert  Chesney  Criswell,  son  of  Elisha 
and  Elsie  (Chesney)  Criswell,  was  born  in  the 
Kishacoquillas  Valley,  Mifflin  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  May  6,  1813,  died  in  Richland  Township, 
Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  March,  1897. 
He  was  a  substantial  farmer,  and  prominent  in 
his  neighborhood.  He  owned  land  in  Richmond 
Township,  and  after  first  clearing  and  improving 
one  farm  there,  he  removed  to  and  settled  on  a 
larger  one,  where  he  remained  until  his  death.  He 
married  (first)  Mary  Say,  and  (second)  Hannah 
Nickle,  daughter  of  William  Nickle,  of  the  North 
of  Ireland.  There  were  five  children  born  of  the 
first  marriage,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
the  other  two  being:  Elsie,  who  married  Henry 
Neeley  and  had  children:  William.  David,  Harvey, 
James,  and  Dora;  David,  who  at  the  close  of  the 
Civil  War  went  West  and  died  in  the  State  of 
Washington,  leaving  a  widow  and  a  number  of 
children.  Children  of  the  second  marriage: 
William,  born  in  1845,  living  in  Kansas,  married 
Maria  Sheffer  and  had  the  following  children: 
George,  Lloyd,  Walter  and  Lulu;  Nancy,  born 
in  1847,  died  in  1863;  Montgomery,  born  Sep¬ 


tember  20,  1848,  died  September  1,  1924,  married 
September  28,  1874,  Ellen  Weaver  and  had  chil¬ 
dren:  Pearl  E.,  deceased,  Blanche  P.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Charles  F.  Beals,  and  Royal  C. ;  George 
Stuart,  of  whom  further;  Silas,  born  February 
6,  1852,  married,  March  30,  1876,  Lucinda  Reath, 
and  had  children:  a  child  who  died  in  infancy, 
Myrtle,  Fleming,  Nellie,  Mary,  and  Elizabeth; 
Mary  Elizabeth,  born  in  1854,  married  J.  J. 
Weaver  and  had  children:  Maud,  Herbert,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Wallace,  Mabel,  Mollie,  Blanche,  Reuben, 
a  daughter  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Mary. 

(Ill)  Judge  George  Stuart  Criswell,  son  of 
Robert  Chesney  and  Hannah  (Nickle)  Criswell, 
was  born  in  Richland  Township,  Venango  County, 
Pennsylvania,  April  7,  1850.  He  was  reared  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Richland  Township,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  in  the 
Emlenton  Academy,  teaching  school  for  five  winter 
terms.  In  1873  he  began  reading  law,  and  in 
1874  entered  the  office  of  H.  A.  Miller,  Esq.,  of 
Franklin,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Venango  County  in  1875.  From  the  time  of  his 
elevation  to  the  bench  he  was  actively  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law,  being  associated  a  portion 
of  the  time  with  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Lee,  later  of 
Pittsburgh,  now  deceased,  and  F.  W.  Hastings, 
Esq.,  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  Pres¬ 
byterian  in  religion. 

Politically  Judge  Criswell  has  always  been 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party.  On  March 
4,  1872,  he  was  appointed  deputy  prothonotary 
and  held  that  position  for  over  two  years.  He 
represented  Venango  County  two  terms  in  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and  during  the  last 
term  was  chairman  of  the  general  judiciary  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  house.  Upon  the  resignation  of  the 
Hon.  Chas  E.  Taylor,  he  was  appointed  by 
Governor  Hastings  as  president  judge  of  Venango 
County,  and  took  the  oath  of  office  on  March  7, 
1895.  He  afterward  received,  without  opposition, 
the  nomination  of  the  Republican  Party  for  the 
judgeship,  and  was  elected  in  1895  by  a  large 
majority  for  the  full  term  of  ten  years.  In  1905 
he  was  reelected  for  another  term  of  ten  years, 
beginning  the  first  Monday  of  January,  1906, 
and  was  reelected  again  in  1915  for  another  term 
of  ten  years.  Judge  Criswell  has  proven  himself 
to  be  an  ideal  judge,  and  is  frequently  called 
to  other  counties  to  preside  at  the  trial  of  im¬ 
portant  cases.  He  is  by  temperament  and  traits 
of  mind  and  character,  as  well  as  by  training, 
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eminently  fitted  for  the  judiciary.  Never  a  par¬ 
tisan,  never  rash  in  deciding  a  question  before  a 
full  hearing,  he  presides  at  trials  with  dignity  and 
treats  all  parties  with  the  greatest  courtesy  and 
strictest  impartiality,  and  brings  to  the  decision 
of  legal  questions  a  mind  naturally  clear,  calm  and 
judicial,  and  by  training  easily  able  to  grasp  the 
controlling  question  of  the  case.  His  decisions 
are  never  warped  by  personal  feelings  or  preju¬ 
dices  and  he  has  also  a  great  capacity  for  care 
and  painstaking  work.  As  a  result  his  decisions 
are  rarely  appealed,  and  nearly  always  sustained. 
Judge  Criswell  has  been  a  member  of  the  City 
Council  and  School  Board  of  Franklin,  of  the 
Water  Commission  of  Franklin,  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  State  Institution  for  the  Feeble 
Minded  at  Polk,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  trustee  of 
the  State  Normal  School  of  Edinboro,  Erie 
County,  Pennsylvania. 

Judge  Criswell  married,  November  26,  1879, 
Flora  Smith,  daughter  of  Joseph  Harrison  and 
Eliza  Margaret  (Davis)  Smith.  Children:  1. 
Chesney  Harrison,  born  March  25,  1884;  graduate 
of  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  and  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  School  of  Technology  chemical  engi¬ 
neer  at  Greely,  Colorado.  2.  Elisha  Wayne,  born 
November  5,  1885;  graduate  of  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  read  law,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Pennsylvania  bar  in  January,  1911;  is  now 
general  counsel  and  a  director  of  the  Oil  Well 
Supply  Company  and  located  in  Pittsburgh.  3. 
George  Stuart,  Jr.,  a  biography  of  whom  fol¬ 
lows.  4.  Richard  Lee,  born  July  17,  1889,  died  in 
January,  1890.  5.  Clarence  Crawford,  born  No¬ 

vember  21,  1891;  he  is  a  merchant  and  now  resid¬ 
ing  at  Redondo  Beach,  California. 


GEORGE  STUART  CRISWELL,  JR.— The 

law  was  the  professional  goal  toward  which 
George  Stuart  Criswell,  Jr.,  progressed  largely 
by  his  personal  efforts.  The  high  dignity  of  the 
profession,  its  demands  for  the  best  in  mentality 
and  character,  and,  in  a  special  sense,  the  satis¬ 
faction  it  had  brought  to  his  own  father,  prede¬ 
termined  Mr.  Criswell  to  its  pursuit.  He  has 
been  eminently  successful  in  that  career,  and  his 
standing  reflects  credit  on  his  father,  Judge 
George  S.  Criswell  (see  preceding  biography). 

George  Stuart  Criswell,  Jr.,  was  born  in 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  February  6,  1888.  His 
early  education  was  acquired  in  the  local  schools, 


where  he  completed  the  high  school  course.  For 
three  years  he  attended  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  he  graduated  from  Allegheny  Col¬ 
lege  in  1910.  For  a  year  he  taught  school,  study¬ 
ing  law  simultaneously,  and  in  1915  he  began  to 
practice  that  profession.  The  years  since  1915 
he  has  devoted  to  his  legal  work,  in  which  he  has 
made  steady  progress.  His  chief  public  service 
contribution  has  been  his  term  as  city  solicitor 
for  Franklin.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Venango 
County  Bar  Association;  and  a  communicant  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

George  S.  Criswell,  Jr.,  married,  April  17,  1915, 
Gertrude  H.  Heasley,  daughter  of  Madison  Perry 
and  Fannie  Hannah  Heasley.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Criswell  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Robert  Madison,  born  December  12  1917;  Rich¬ 
ard  Heasley,  born  July  20,  1920;  and  Gertrude 
Anne,  born  September  1,  1923. 


JAMES  STONEMAN  CARMICHAEL— 

With  a  noble  Scotch  ancestry,  James  Stoneman 
Carmichael,  a  former  lawyer  of  Miller  Park, 
Franklin,  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  at¬ 
tained  distinction  in  his  chosen  profession  of  the 
law,  and  placed  his  name  among  those  honored 
by  his  native  State.  His  ancestor  in  a  direct  line 
was  Lord  Carmichael,  a  man  of  decided  force  of 
character  and  great  personal  charm.  He  served 
as  commissioner  of  the  Scotch  General  Assembly 
by  appointment  of  King  William  III  of  England, 
during  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary.  John  Car¬ 
michael,  his  great-grandfather,  came  from  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland  to  Canada  with  General 
Wolfe,  who  died  in  his  arms  after  the  brilliant 
victory  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham  in  1755.  ending 
the  rule  of  France  forever  in  North  America. 
John  did  not  return  to  Scotland,  but  came  to 
the  United  Colonies  instead  and  espoused  the  cause 
of  American  liberty  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 
He  served  through  that  struggle  with  conspicuous 
gallantry  as  an  officer  on  the  patriot  side,  and 
when  it  closed  he  settled  with  his  family,  con¬ 
sisting  of  a  wife  and  two  sons,  John  (2)  and  Dun¬ 
can,  in  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania,  making  his 
abode  in  Worth  Township.  John  (2)  Carmichael 
reared  a  family  of  five  sons:  John  (3),  Aaron,  of 
whom  further;  James,  Andrew  and  Hiram.  All 
of  them  settled  near  the  homestead,  and  in  the 
course  of  time  owned  their  own  large  farms.  John 
(2)  Carmichael  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
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was  at  Erie  during  the  fighting  between  the 
American  and  British  fleets,  which  ended  in  Com¬ 
modore  Perry’s  famous  victory. 

Aaron  Carmichael,  son  of  John  (2)  Carmichael, 
and  father  of  James  Stoneman  Carmichael,  was 
born  in  Worth  Township,  Mercer  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  was  a  prominent  farmer  there 
throughout  his  lifetime.  A  Democrat  by  political 
convictions,  he  refused  office,  but  was  influential 
in  the  councils  of  his  party.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  more  than 
twenty  years  led  the  singing.  He  married  Mar¬ 
garet  Henderson,  of  Scottish  descent,  and  whose 
family  has  given  the  State  many  noted  citizens. 
John  J.  Henderson,  of  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  a 
judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  was  her  second 
cousin.  Aaron  and  Margaret  (Henderson)  Car¬ 
michael  were  the  parents  of  seven  children.  The 
eldest,  John  (4)  served  in  the  Civil  War,  and 
James  S.,  of  this  review  was  the  sixth  son. 

James  Stoneman  Carmichael  was  born  in  Worth 
Township,  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania,  January 
I,  1851.  After  an  elementary  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  community,  he  attended  high 
school  in  the  neighboring  towns  of  Sandy  Lake 
and  Grove  City,  and  entered  the  Edinboro  State 
Normal  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1878.  Mr.  Carmichael  taught  for 
three  terms,  and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  John  McKissick,  of  Franklin,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1881, 
and  established  himself  in  practice  forthwith.  For 
nine  years  he  was  alone,  but  in  1890  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  R.  W.  Dunn,  which  continued 
for  ten  years,  when  Mr.  Dunn’s  withdrawal  on 
account  of  ill  health  again  left  Mr.  Carmichael 
alone,  and  he  had  practiced  independently  since 
that  time  until  his  death,  November  15, 1922.  He 
was  active  in  various  interests  of  the1  community, 
civic,  industrial  and  fraternal.  He  was  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Lake  Erie,  Franklin  &  Clarion  Rail¬ 
road,  and  its  general  counsel.  He  was  also  attor¬ 
ney  for  the  Erie  Railroad.  He  was  a  lifelong 
Democrat,  and  served  for  five  years  as  chairman 
of  the  Democratic  County  Committee.  Twice  he 
was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  National 
Convention.  Fraternally  he  held  membership  in 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  and  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  served  on  the  board  of  trustees  and  also  on 
the  board  of  stewards. 

Mr.  Carmichael  was  married,  on  January  2, 


1884,  in  Franklin,  to  Mary  A.  Forquer,  born  in 
Butler  County,  a  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Catherine 
(Murrin)  Forquer,  since  dead.  Mrs.  Car¬ 
michael  is  a  member  of  the  board  and  a  member 
of  the  building  committee  of  the  Franklin  Public 
Library;  she  was  chairman  of  the  Council  of  Na¬ 
tional  Defense;  vice-chairman  of  the  Red  Cross, 
having  charge  of  all  women’s  organization  work  in 
the  World  War.  She  is  a  pioneer  in  public 
health  work  in  Franklin,  ana  was  chairman  undei 
Colonel  Edward  Martin.  She  instituted  the  baby 
clinics,  and  health  work  in  the  schools;  and  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Civic  Club.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  natives  of  the  State.  Three  daughters 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carmichael  are  living. 
Margaret,  librarian  in  the  public  library  at  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio;  Ruth  Alice,  a  graduate  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  and  now  librarian 
of  the  Detroit  Public  Library,  and  Jeraldine,  a 
graduate  of  Wellesley  College,  Massachusetts, 
now  teaching  general  science  in  the  Franklin 
High  School. 


HARRY  WALTER  MITCHELL,  M  D., 

was  born  at  Plymouth,  New  Hampshire,  Novem¬ 
ber  6,  1867,  son  of  Harris  Blair  and  Frances 
(Blair)  Mitchell.  He  graduated  at  the  Academy 
in  Peacham,  Vermont,  and  entered  the  University 
of  Vermont,  graduating  with  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  from  the  College  of  Medicine  in  1896. 
On  August  16,  1902,  he  married  Mary  Paulsell, 
M.  D.,  of  San  Francisco.  Following  graduation 
he  was  appointed  assistant  physician  at  the  State 
Farm,  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts,  serving  until 
1899.  From  this  institution  he  was  by  appoint¬ 
ment  transferred  to  a  like  position  in  the  Danvers 
(Massachusetts)  State  Hospital,  remaining  until 
1907,  when  he  was  called  to  the  superintendency 
of  the  Eastern  (Maine)  Insane  Hospital.  He 
continued  in  the  service  of  that  institution  until 
1910,  when  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the 
Danvers  State  Hospital.  Two  years  later  he  was 
elected  superintendent  of  the  State  Hospital  for 
the  Insane  at  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  to  which 
position  he  has  ever  since  been  annually  reelected. 

To  this  latest  appointment  he  brought,  there¬ 
fore,  unusually  varied  experience  and  remarkable 
technical  qualifications.  He  brought  the  fruits  of 
years  of  consultation  and  contact  with  leaders  of 
thought  and  research  in  an  advanced  field  of  psy¬ 
chiatric  study  and  attainment.  He  brought,  also, 
a  knowledge  of  institutional  administration  and 
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methods  gained  in  a  section  of  the  Union  where 
necessity  has  peculiarly  reduced  economy  and 
system  and  efficiency  to  a  science.  He  brought 
rare  administrative  qualities,  a  superior  physique, 
abounding  vitality,  immense  energy,  inexhaustible 
tact,  irresistible  personality,  intellectual  power  for 
penetration  and  quick  decision,  the  acquirements 
of  a  structural  and  operative  engineer,  of  a 
modern  farmer  and  stock  breeder,  a  comprehens¬ 
ive  view  and  unfailing  grasp  of  prevailing  con¬ 
ditions,  infectious  good  cheer,  equilibrium  never 
upset,  and  an  acquaintance  with  human  nature, 
sane  and  insane,  to  a  marvelous  degree. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  surprising  that  he  rapidly 
gained  wide  popularity  among  members  of  his 
profession,  to  many  of  whom  in  Pennsylvania  he 
was  already  known,  and  that  he  became  indis- 
pensibly  helpful  in  governmental  departments  at 
Harrisburg  throughout  a  long  period  of  change 
of  institutional  methods  and  adjustments.  At  the 
same  time  his  genial  nature  and  high  professional 
attainments  assured  to  him  a  position  of  com¬ 
manding  influence,  not  only  among  scientific  bodies 
but  also  among  representative  citizens  in  various 
fields  of  public  life.  It  was  seen  that  he  aimed 
to  make  of  the  Warren  State  Hospital  an  institu¬ 
tion  of  learning  by  profound  study,  scientific 
observation  and  experimentation;  that  he  sought 
to  bring  to  its  aid  the  results  of  laboratory  re¬ 
search  and  discovery  the  world  over.  Further¬ 
more,  that  it  was  his  purpose  to  make  known  to 
the  medical  profession  every  advance  in  psy¬ 
chiatry  that  should  become  assured,  that  he  was 
taking  the  public  into  his  confidence,  extending 
to  the  government  and  to  the  schools  the  good 
offices  of  the  institution,  answering  the  calls  of 
the  courts  for  expert  examinations  and  establishing 
free  clinics  at  populous  centers  wherever  coopera¬ 
tion  could  be  induced.  The  Warren  State  Hos¬ 
pital  under  his  administration,  and  with  the  ready 
encouragement  of  its  trustees,  was  to  become  as 
nearly  ideal  in  method  and  practice,  in  theory  and 
in  execution,  as  might  be  practically  attainable;  its 
observation  and  study  of  acute  cases,  its  staff 
clinics,  the  aid  of  its  pathological  laboratory,  its 
field  service  of  investigation,  ancestral  study  and 
chart  delineation,  its  system  of  record  and  filing, 
its  analysis  and  comparison  of  fuel,  its  tests  of 
live  stock,  drainage,  sewage  disposal,  water  sup¬ 
ply  and  electric  equipment,  its  analysis  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  soils,  irrigation  system  for  gardens,  rota¬ 


tion  of  crops,  its  maintenance  of  playgrounds  and 
recreational  parks ;  nothing  is  to  be  overlooked,  all 
is  to  be  brought  into  a  comprehensive  and  har¬ 
monious  plan  for  the  most  excellent  service  to  a 
common  end.  His  further  distinctive  purpose, 
emphasized  in  numerous  addresses  to  various 
bodies,  has  been  to  set  in  motion  educational 
agencies  for  the  diminution  of  certain  causes  of 
insanity,  and  when  unpreventable  to  checkmate 
them  by  applied  science. 

His  fellowship  and  official  preferment,  in  vari¬ 
ous  learned  societies,  as  well  as  social  clubs,  are 
not  only  helpful  in  themselves,  but  they  constitute 
a  graceful  recognition  of  his  progressive  and  suc¬ 
cessful  career,  and  in  important  instances,  his 
leadership  in  certain  fields  of  attainment.  His 
membership  may  be  cited  in  part  as  follows: 
American  Medical  Association,  Pennsylvania  State 
Medical  Association,  Massachusetts  State  Medical 
Association,  Boston  Society  of  Psychiatry  and 
Neurology,  New  England  Society  of  Psychiatry, 
American  Psychiatric  Association  (president  1922- 
23),  American  Neurological  Association,  Ameri¬ 
can  Genetic  Association,  Philadelphia  Psychiatric 
Society,  Philadelphia  Neurological  Association, 
American  Institute  of  Criminal  Law  and  Crim¬ 
inology,  Association  for  Research  in  Nervous  and 
Mental  Diseases,  National  Association  for  the 
Study  of  Epilepsy,  etc.  Clubs:  University  (Bos¬ 
ton),  Harrisburg  (Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania), 
Conewango  (Warren,  Pennsylvania).  In  respect 
to  religious  denominational  preference  Dr.  Mit¬ 
chell  is  mentioned  as  a  Unitarian. 

His  community  influence  is  positive  and  effect¬ 
ual  in  all  righteous  causes.  Often  called  to  pre¬ 
side  at  public  meetings  during  the  World  War, 
he  rendered  notable  service  in  rallying  patriotic 
response  to  the  calls  of  the  government,  and  the 
reaction  to  his  numerous  speeches  was  manifest  in 
the  maintenance  of  public  morale.  Dr.  Mitchell 
has  become  a  figure  of  increasing  stature  in  the 
public  life  of  Pennsylvania.* 


•Compiled  by  Hon.  R.  B.  Stone. 


COLONELFREDERICK  ERNEST  WIND¬ 
SOR — One  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  oil  pro¬ 
ducers  in  the  country  is  Colonel  Frederick  E. 
Windsor,  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania.  Colonel 
Windsor  was  long  associated  with  the  National 
Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  and  saw  service  both  in 
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the  Spanish-American  and  World  Wars.  The 
Windsor  family  is  an  old  one,  tracing  its  records 
back  to  early  Colonial  days  in  America.  In  Eng¬ 
land  the  family  genealogy  goes  back  at  least  as 
far  as  1332,  and  connection  is  traced  to  the  Wind¬ 
sors,  who  gave  Windsor  Castle  to  the  Crown  of 
England  provided  its  name  should  be  perpetuated. 
Roger  Williams’  only  daughter,  Mercy  Williams, 
married  a  Windsor,  from  whom  Colonel  Windsor 
is  a  direct  descendant.  His  great-grandfather 
was  Stephen  Windsor,  a  “minute-man”  at  Lex¬ 
ington,  who  organized  the  4th  Rhode  Island 
Militia,  and  served  throughout  the  Revolutionary 
War,  having  the  rank  of  Colonel  at  its  close. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  First  Continental  Con¬ 
gress,  and  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  that  formd  the  confederation  of  the  thirteen 
colonies  into  the  United  States  of  America,  he 
being  a  delegate  to  that  Congress,  which  was 
called  for  the  purpose  of  drafting  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  and  the  forming  of  the  Con¬ 
federation  of  the  Colonies.  From  Stephen  Wind¬ 
sor  descent  is  directly  traced  through  Stephen 
Windsor’s  youngest  son,  Eppinitis  Windsor,  father 
of  Jairus  H.  Windsor,  father  of  Colonel  Windsor. 

Jairus  H.  Windsor  was  bom  in  Mayville,  New 
York,  and  died  in  1914.  He  had  many  interesting 
experiences  connected  with  the  first  great  oil 
excitement,  at  which  time  he  was  engaged  as  a 
tinner  and  hardware  man. 

Colonel  Frederick  E.  Windsor,  son  of  Jairus 
H.,  was  the  first  man  to  claim  that  oil  was  a 
mineral  and  subject  to  placer  mining  rights  in 
California,  where  he  had  organized  a  company 
and  taken  up  placer  mining.  He  asserted  certain 
claims  against  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  and 
fought  the  case  in  court  until  the  government  took 
it  off  his  hands  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  decided  that  oil  was'  a  mineral. 
But  the  case  was  a  complicated  one  and  finally, 
rather  than  continue  to  fight,  the  railroad  com¬ 
promised  with  Colonel  Windsor’s  company,  which 
retained  its  wells  and  about  five  hundred  acres  of 
land.  In  this  case  it  developed,  through  the 
testimony  given,  that  Jairus  H.  Windsor,  his 
father,  had  built  the  first  and  second  oil  refineries 
ever  built  and  had  drilled  the  second  oil  well. 
His  testimony,  together  with  that  of  George 
Otis  Smith,  was  practically  responsible  for  the 
decision  that  oil  was  a  mineral,  for  Windsor’s 
testimony  showed  that  Congress  had  passed  a  law 
thirteen  days  prior  to  the  government’s  land  grants 


to  the  railroad  taxing  all  minerals,  and  naming 
petroleum  among  them,  for  he  remembered  paying 
tax  on  crude  oil,  which  records  proved.  In  the 
court  George  Otis  Smith  declared  that  Jairus  H. 
Windsor,  then  eighty-four  years  of  age,  was  a 
man  who  was  living  fifty  years  ahead  of  his  time. 
He  was  the  inventor  of  many  oil  tools,  among  them 
an  oil  burner.  In  1865  he  moved  a  boiler  to 
Battery  Place  on  he  tip  of  Manhattan  Island, 
New  York  City,  and  fired  it  with  crude  oil. 
Later  government  officials  placed  the  government 
steamship  “Palos”  at  his  disposal  and  $10,000  was 
appropriated  to  equip  a  vessel  with  an  oil  burner 
for  experimental  purposes.  Many  trips  were 
made  out  to  sea,  one  in  particular  with  the  vessel 
towing  a  large  boat  in  which  were  the  President 
and  his  cabinet  and  many  naval  officers  who  did 
not  wish  to  take  the  risk  of  going  on  the  “Palos.” 
The  New  York  City  papers  of  that  day  were 
astounded  at  smokeless  ship  funnels. 

Jairus  H.  Windsor  married  Helen  K.  Smith, 
who  was  born  in  Panama,  New  York.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Jesse  Smith,  who  married  Emily 
Dix,  a  sister  of  the  General  Dix  who  afterwards 
was  governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
who  made  the  famous  statement  at  New  Orleans: 
“Pull  down  the  American  flag  and  I  will  shoot 
you  on  the  spot.”  Helen  K.  (Smith)  Windsor 
died  in  1906. 

Frederick  Ernest  Windsor,  son  or  Jairus  H.  and 
Helen  K.  (Smith)  Windsor,  was  born  in  Panama, 
New  York,  May  8,  1861.  He  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools  of  Titusville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  Riverview  Military  Academy.  After 
leaving  school  he  worked  for  a  time  in  the  oil 
fields  of  McKean  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
1878  he  entered  the  oil  producing  business  for 
himself  and  has  continued  ever  since,  having  now 
worked  in  every  State  in  the  Union  in  which  oil 
is  to  be  found.  Colonel  Windsor  is  well  known 
in  the  oil  world  as  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
active  producers  in  the  country.  He  was  chosen 
by  the  Convention  of  Oil  Men  to  act  as  King 
Petroleum  at  the  “International  Petroleum  Ex¬ 
position  and  Congress”  held  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma, 
in  1925.  He  entered  the  National  Guard  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  as  a  private  in  1885,  and  was  discharged 
in  1906  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  Meantime,  he 
had  served  as  colonel  during  the  Spanish-Ameri¬ 
can  War  with  the  16th  Pennsylvania  United  States 
Volunteer  Infantry  in  foreign  service,  and  was 
commander  of  the  naval  and  military  order  of  the 
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Spanish- American  War,  taking  in  all  officers  of 
the  army  and  navy.  When  the  World  War  broke 
out  he  was  commissioned  colonel  in  the  Quarter¬ 
master  Corps  and  was  also  a  prominent  “four- 
minute”  speaker  throughout  the  country. 

Colonel  Windsor  is  a  member  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Club  of  New  York,  the  Veterans  of  For¬ 
eign  Wars,  the  Conewango  Valley  Country  Club, 
all  Masonic  bodies  including  the  Scottish  Rite, 
and  also  the  Shrine;  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose, 
and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
In  1883  he  organized  the  first  hook  and  ladder 
company  Warren  ever  had  and  was  its  foreman 
until  1886  when  he  was  elected  chief,  serving  until 
1889.  In  1905  the  Council  of  Warren  elected 
him  chief  to  reorganize  the  paid  fire  department 
and  he  served  in  this  capacity  until  1910.  Colonel 
Windsor  is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church.  His  favorite  hobbies  are  boxing  and 
billiards. 

Colonel  Windsor  married,  in  1888,  Belle  Orr 
Henry,  a  native  of  Warren,  now  deceased. 


JOHN  WESLEY  KAHLE,  JR.,  whose  name 
was,  for  more  than  forty  years,  widely  and  favor¬ 
ably  known  throughout  the  counties  of  North¬ 
western  Pennsylvaia,  and  which,  since  his  death, 
is  still  held  in  respect  and  honor  by  those  of  his 
business  associates  as  well  as  by  all  who  had 
known  him,  was  a  son  of  the  late  John  Wesley 
Kahle,  Sr.,  a  prominent  lumberman  and  oil  pro¬ 
ducer  in  Forest,  Venango  and  Clarion  counties 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  - past  century. 

John  Wesley  Kahle,  Sr.,  son  of  John  Kahle, 
was  born  at  Warriors  Mark,  Huntingdon  County, 
Pennsylvania,  December  28,  1821.  When  four 
years  of  age  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  what 
is  now  Clarion  County,  then  a  wilderness,  with 
no  educational  advantages  whatever,  outside  the 
tutorage  of  his  parents,  who  were  both  above  the 
average  person  in  intelligence.  In  due  time,  his 
father,  with  other  pioneers,  erected  a  log  school- 
house,  which  he  attended.  After  working  for  his 
father,  who  was  comfortably  well  off,  until  his 
twenty-third  year,  he  was  able  to  keep  books  at 
“The  Furnace”  in  1844.  No  long  after  a  man 
visited  that  section  selling  scholarships  for  Alle¬ 
gheny  College,  who  induced  Mr.  Kahle,  who  had 
a  great  desire  for  a  college  education,  to  purchase 
one,  which  he  did  with  the  first  money  he  earned 
after  leaving  home.  While  his  plans  were  for 
college  work,  yet  he  had  not  been  in  the  office 


long  before  he  was  given  the  entire  management 
of  the  plant,  which  was  considered  one  of  the 
most  honorable  positions  to  be  had  at  that  time, 
and  the  plans  for  a  higher  education  were 
abandoned. 

In  1849  he  took  an  extensive  journey  West, 
during  which  he  visited  ten  States,  but,  concluding 
that  Pennsylvania  was  the  place  for  him,  he 
returned  and  after  he  married  Ann  Cheers,  con¬ 
tinued  his  work  as  superintendent  at  “The  Fur¬ 
nace”  for  fifteen  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
Mr.  Kahle  purchased  a  house  and  lot  at  Ship- 
pensville,  and  went  into  the  mercantile  business, 
soon  after  purchasing  a  farm  also.  In  1864  he 
was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  Con¬ 
vention  held  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  which  nominated 
George  B.  McClelland  for  the  presidency.  Upon 
his  return  home  he  received  a  letter  from  a  com¬ 
pany  of  bankers  on  Wall  Street,  New  York  City, 
containing  a  check  for  fifty  dollars,  in  which  it 
was  stated  that  they  had  made  the  purchase  of  a 
large  amount  of  oil  land  on  the  Allegheny  River 
below  Oil  City,  as  well  as  on  Oil  Creek,  and 
urged  him  to  go  and  see  the  land  for  they  wanted 
him  to  superintend  it,  stating  that  when  they  were 
at  Franklin  they  had  inquired  of  the  Hon.  Arnold 
Plumer  whom  he  would  recommend  for  such  a 
position,  and  Mr.  Plumer  had  given  them  his 
name.  Mr.  Kahle  took  charge  and  did  an  honest 
piece  of  work  for  the  company,  during  which 
an  effort  was  made  to  bribe  him  into  giving  to  a 
strange  gentleman  some  facts  about  the  work 
being  done,  but  he  twice  refused  the  generous 
offer  of  $100,000,  believing  a  clear  conscience  of 
greater  gain  than  great  riches.  But  he  did  gain  suf¬ 
ficient  knowledge  of  how  to  conduct  the  business, 
and,  after  the  company  for  whom  he  worked  had 
disbanded,  he  went  into  business  for  himself  and 
proved  eminently  successful. 

In  1878  Mr.  Kahle  was  elected  to  the  Legis¬ 
lature  from  Clarion  County,  and  played  a  prom¬ 
inent  part  in  the  legislative  work  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  assisting  in  the  defeat  of  the  following 
bills:  “The  Pittsburgh  Riot  Bill” — $4,000,000; 
“The  Border  Raid  Bill” — $3000,000;  “Tax  on 
Oil  and  Oil  Derricks” — $3,000,000.  In  1880  he  was 
again  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but  was 
defeated,  eventually,  by  the  monopolies,  after 
receiving  a  majority  of  thirty-six  of  the  popular 
vote,  with  eight  candidates  in  the  field.  In  1884 
he  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Greenback 
Labor  Party.  In  1885  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
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State  Convention  held  in  Erie  by  the  National 
Greenback  Party,  serving  on  the  committee  to 
adopt  the  platform.  During  his  eventful  life, 
Mr.  Kahle  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
eighteen  years,  serving  as  secretary;  for  many 
years  he  was  postmaster,  and,  when  he  resigned, 
his  resignation  was  not  accepted  for  almost  a  year. 
When  it  was  finally  accepted,  his  daughter  Mary 
was  appointed  in  his  place. 

When  twenty  years  of  age  Mr.  Kahle  was  con¬ 
verted  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Shippensville,  and  was  ever  after  a  devout  Chris¬ 
tian.  During  the  pre-war  excitement  his  political 
party  being  assailed  by  over  zealous  churchmen, 
Mr.  Kahle  found  it  more  comfortable  to  with¬ 
draw  and  unite  with  the  Evangelical  Church. 
When  the  Civil  War  was  over  and  peace  again 
reigned,  a  committee  of  his  former  church  people 
waited  upon  him,  urging  him  to  return  to  their 
fold;  but  Mr.  Kahle  replied  that  he  had  found 
a  good  home  in  the  Evangelical  Church  and  pre¬ 
ferred  to  remain.  From  the  time  he  went  to  house¬ 
keeping  until  his  death,  his  home  was  a  home  for 
all  preachers,  and  he  had  the  great  joy  of  seeing 
the  majority  of  his  family  of  four  sons  and  four 
daughters  follow  in  his  footsteps. 

John  Wesley  Kahle,  Jr.,  son  of  John  W.  Kahle, 
Sr.,  was  born  at  Shippensville,  March  31,  1858, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools,  after  which 
he  took  his  college  course  at  Allegheny  College. 
While  a  student  he  became  the  founder  and  a 
charter  member  of  Phi  Delta  Theta  Fraternity. 
After  graduating  he  embarked  in  the  oil  business 
as  a  producer  in  Forest,  Warren  and  Venango 
counties,  in  company  with  his  brothers,  D.  P.  and 
J.  C.  Kahle,  and  Richard  Gray,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Kahle  Brothers  and  Gray,  which  con¬ 
tinued  many  years.  They  began  operations  near 
Marienville,  Forest  County,  and  being  eminently 
successful,  they  organized  a  plant,  which  has 
stood  as  a  monument  to  their  efforts. 

In  1885  Mr.  Kahle  was  married  to  Sadie  Henry, 
daughter  of  William  and  Maria  (Kiester)  Henry 
of  Clarion  County,  citizens  of  high  standing  in 
Clarion  County.  To  them  were  born  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  1.  Wayne,  accidently  killed  at 
the  age  of  nineteen.  2.  Claribel,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three.  3.  Jetty  L.  4.  Carmen.  5. 
Loren  John.  The  mother  dying  in  1900,  Mr. 
Kahle  married  (second),  April  24,  1904,  Cora 
Angela  Emery,  daughter  of  Jennings  Thomson 
and  Maria  Jane  (Moore)  Emery,  of  Oil  City, 


where,  for  a  number  of  years,  Mr.  Kahle  had 
been  the  owner  of  a  beautiful  home.  Mrs.  Kahle’s 
parents  were  both  members  of  honorable  families, 
who  counted  among  their  number  the  Cannon, 
Evans,  Moore,  Cline,  and  Emery  families  of 
Western  Pennsylvania.  Through  her  paternal 
line  Mrs.  Kahle  was  a  descendant  of  the  Rev. 
Henry  Emery,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  did 
valiant  service  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
during  the  past  century.  He  married  Alice  Evans, 
and  their  son,  Septimus  Emery,  who  married 
Sarah  Cannon,  were  the  parents  of  Jennings 
Thomson  Emery,  father  of  Mrs.  Kahle.  Another 
descendant  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Emery  was  the 
late  Lewis  Emery,  of  Bradford.  Through  the 
Moore-Cline  families,  Mrs.  Kahle’s  lines  antedate 
the  American  Revolution,  as  residents  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 


HON.  CHARLES  WARREN  STONE,  son 

of  Warren  Fay  and  Mary  (Williams)  Stone,  was 
born  in  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts,  June  29,  1843. 
and  died  August  IS,  1912,  age  sixty-nine  years. 
His  great-grandfather,  Jacob  Williams,  was  in 
Colonel  William  Prescott’s  regiment  at  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill,  and  his  great-grandfather  Jonas 
Stone,  was  in  Colonel  James  Prescott’s  regiment 
in  that  battle.  Jonas  Stone’s  father  married  a 
cousin  of  Colonel  William  Prescott. 

Charles  Warren  Stone,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Harvard,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  which  was  the  home  of  his  grandfather, 
Joseph  Stone,  and  at  the  end  of  little  more  than 
a  year  the  family  removed  to  Groton,  living  for 
a  time  in  the  village,  at  the  southeast  corner  of 
High  Street  Extension,  and  again  on  the  west  side 
of  Pleasant  Street,  a  few  doors  north  of  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  Orthodox  churchyard,  and  finally  at  the 
home  of  his  grandfather,  Josiah  Sartell  Williams, 
on  Chicopee  Row,  where  his  youth  was  chiefly 
spent,  although  during  his  academic  years  the 
parental  home  was  for  a  time  at  Ayer,  formerly 
South  Groton. 

His  primary  education  was  in  the  common 
school  of  Groton,  in  the  district  known  as  Chico¬ 
pee  Row.  In  his  youth  he  worked  at  the  car¬ 
penter’s  trade  with  his  father.  When  the  latter 
died  in  1858,  the  young  man  returned  to  the 
homestead  of  his  grandfather,  and  with  the  aid 
of  his  two  younger  brothers,  carried  on  the  farm. 
He  attended  school  in  the  winter,  completed  a 
course  at  Lawrence  Academy,  and  entered  Wil- 
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liams  College,  from  which  institution,  having 
earned  his  way  by  teaching  and  other  employment, 
he  graduated  with  honor  in  1863.  He  accepted  a 
position  as  principal  of  the  Union  School  at  War¬ 
ren,  Pennsylvania,  was  elected  county  superinten¬ 
dent  of  schools  in  1865,  and  later  in  the  same  year 
was  chosen  principal  of  the  academy  at  Erie. 

Mr.  Stone  took  up  the  study  of  law,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  Warren  County 
in  1866,  and  thereupon  entered  into  partnership 
with  Judge  Rasselas  Brown  at  Warren.  He 
served  three  years  as  a  member  of  the  Borough 
Council,  nine  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
School  Directors,  and  during  the  last  three  years 
of  this  period  as  its  president. 

In  1869  he  was  elected  to  the  Lower  House  of 
the  State  Legislature  from  the  district  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Warren  and  Venango,  and  re¬ 
elected  without  opposition,  the  Democratic  party 
making  no  nomination.  In  1876  he  was  sent  to 
the  State  Senate,  his  committee  service  in  that 
body  including  the  chairmanship  of  the  Judiciary 
General  Committee.  In  both  House  and  Senate 
he  was  the  leading  exponent  and  most  effective 
advocate  of  the  principles  which  radiating  from 
the  oil  region  of  Pennsylvania,  were  finally  em¬ 
bodied  in  the  present  anti-discrimination  and  In¬ 
terstate  Commerce  laws.  When  the  Republican 
State  Convention  of  1878  assembled,  he  was  urged 
by  the  Republicans  of  the  northwestern  part  of 
the  State  for  the  office  of  Lieutenant-Governor 
and  received  the  nomination  by  a  vote  of  182  to  59. 
He  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  23,250,  which  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  majorities  received  by  the  other  candi¬ 
dates  on  the  ticket. 

In  the  joint  convention  of  House  and  Senate  in 
1880,  over  which  he  presided,  resulting  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  John  I.  Mitchell  as  United  States  Senator, 
after  a  prolonged  and  exciting,  contest,  Mr.  Stone 
was  himself  urged  to  become  a  candidate,  and  there 
was  a  strong  undercurrent  in  his  favor.  At  crit¬ 
ical  stages  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings  he 
demonstrated  his  unsurpassed  ability  as  a  presiding 
officer,  and  won  new  distinction  as  a  parliamen¬ 
tarian.  He  was  one  of  the  three  commissioners 
in  1883  who  located  the  United  States  public  build¬ 
ing  at  Erie,  and  later  was  a  representative  of 
Pennsylvania  at  the  Interstate  Extradition  Confer¬ 
ence,  called  by  the  Governors  of  several  States. 
Subsequently  he  was  a  delegate  from  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  to  the  Prison  Congress,  over  which  ex- 
President  Hayes  presided.  The  location  of  the 
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State  Hospital  in  the  vale  of  the  Conewango  was 
chiefly  due  to  his  efforts. 

In  1887  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Beaver 
to  be  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  served 
until  his  election  to  Congress  from  the  Twenty- 
seventh  District  in  1890,  to  fill  an  unexpired  term. 
He  was  successively  reelected  for  four  additional 
terms.  In  the  Fifty-fourth  and  Fifty-fifth  Con¬ 
gresses,  during  which  the  Free  Silver  agitation 
was  rife,  he  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Coinage,  Weights  and  Measures,  and  consequently 
often  and  successfully  pitted  in  debate  against 
Bland,  the  losing  leader  of  that  fallacious  doctrine. 
His  committee  reports  on  currency  and  coinage, 
and  his  speeches  on  the  floor  of  the  House  upon 
these  subjects,  as  well  as  in  behalf  of  a  protective 
tariff,  attracted  wide  attention,  and  gained  for  him 
high  position  as  an  authority  on  public  economy 
and  finance.  His  leadership  in  the  Pennsylvania 
delegation  during  this  period,  and  at  critical  junc¬ 
tures  of  the  war  with  Spain,  was  generally  rec¬ 
ognized.  Indeed,  the  Scranton  “Tribune”  was  jus¬ 
tified  in  referring  to  him  as  “one  of  the  ablest 
members  now  serving  in  the  American  Congress.” 
He  was  often  called  to  the  chair  of  the  House, 
and  the  exceptional  distinction  which  he  had  ac¬ 
quired  as  a  presiding  officer  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature  was  well  sustained. 

A  warm  personal  friendship  had  arisen  between 
him  and  President  McKinley  during  the  latter’s 
last  Congressional  term,  and  it  extended  to  the 
close  of  the  life  of  the  martyred  President.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  early  stages  of  the  Spanish- American  War 
Mr.  Stone  was  frequently  summoned  to  the  White 
House  for  consultation,  and  there  is  good  reason 
for  the  belief  that  he  would  have  been  invited  to 
membership  in  the  cabinet  if  the  President  had  sur¬ 
vived  the  shot  of  the  assassin. 

Upon  his  retirement  from  Congress,  Mr.  Stone 
returned  to  the  practice  of  law,  and  to  the  conduct 
of  various  business  enterprises,  in  which  he  was 
extensively  engaged.  He  was  either  a  director  or 
officer  in  the  following  corporate  enterprises : 
Warren  Savings  Bank,  Cumberland  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany,  South  Florida  Land  Company,  Union  Lum¬ 
ber  Company,  Warren  Axe  and  Tool  Company, 
Warren  Light  and  Power  Company,  Kinzua  Lum¬ 
ber  Company,  Allegheny  Lumber  Company,  Cone¬ 
wango  Lumber  Company,  Enterprise  Lumber 
Company,  Cumberland  Coal  Company,  Myakka 
Land  Company,  Corry  Brick  and  Tile  Company, 
Wetmore  Lumber  Company,  Wallowa  Timber 
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Company,  Chautauqua  Lumber  Company  and  the 
Redondo  Development  Company.  By  study  and 
personal  investigation  he  acquired  extensive  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  developing  resources  of  the  South  and 
West,  and  such  acquaintance  with  the  countries  of 
the  Old  World  as  an  observing  traveler  may 
acquire.  He  also  served  for  many  years,  either 
as  president  or  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  public  library  at  Warren,  and  of 
the  Historical  Society  of  the  county  of  Warren. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society, 
of  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  and  in 
former  years  a  member  also  of  the  Manufac¬ 
turers’  Club  of  Philadelphia. 

On  January  30,  1868,  at  Meadville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Mr.  Stone  was  united  in  marriage  with  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Moorhead,  of  Erie.  They  had  six  children : 
Grace  S.,  Ralph  W.,  Anne,  John,  Elizabeth  and 
Clara,  all  of  whom  reside  in  Warren.  Mr.  Stone’s 
residence  in  Warren  was  designed  upon  plans  care¬ 
fully  studied  by  himself,  and  is  considered  one  of 
the  finest  examples  of  Colonial  architecture  in 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania. 

Among  notable  secular  addresses  delivered  by 
Mr.  Stone  was  one  upon  the  life  and  character  of 
Mark  Hopkins.  He  delivered  the  principal  ad¬ 
dress  at  the  centennial  celebration  of  Warren,  and 
at  the  dedication  of  a  bronze  statue  of  General 
Joseph  Warren,  erected  on  a  public  square  in 
Warren  by  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Rev¬ 
olution.  He  spoke  also  at  the  two  hundred  and 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  the  town 
of  Groton.  He  was  a  publicist  in  certain  fields  of 
research,  an  occasion  contributor  to  the  North 
American  Review  and  other  periodicals  writing 
with  much  acceptance  upon  topics  of  national 
interest.  His  speeches  in  Congress  upon  the  tariff, 
the  metric  system  and  the  free  silver  heresy  be¬ 
came  political  classics,  and  were  widely  circu¬ 
lated  as  campaign  documents. 

At  the  bar  Mr.  Stone  took  high  rank,  and  was 
recognized  as  a  keen  and  vigorous  nisi  prius  advo¬ 
cate,  as  well  as  an  accomplished  and  learned  law¬ 
yer.  A  seat  upon  the  highest  Appellate  Court  of 
the  State  was  attainable  to  him,  but  he  preferred 
the  more  active  life  in  which  he  was  engaged, 
the  championship  of  the  vital  principles  which  pro¬ 
gressive  civilization  was  indicating,  rather  than  the 
interpretation  of  the  resulting  laws.  Twice  dur¬ 
ing  his  public  career  his  nomination  for  the  office 
of  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  lacked  less  than  a 
dozen  votes,  and  was  only  prevented  by  “abhor¬ 


rent  and  forbidden  forces,” — the  illegitimate 
wielding  of  the  power  of  party  organization  pre¬ 
sumed  to  be  neutral,  and  the  scandalous  use  of 
means  at  its  command. 

In  summing  up  his  qualifications  for  such  nom¬ 
ination  Attorney-General  Kirkpatrick  then  said 
of  him : 

As  a  public  speaker  he  is  earnest  and  eloquent, 
and  his  familiarity  with  public  questions  and  thor¬ 
ough  knowledge  of  local  and  State  politics  admir¬ 
ably  qualify  him  for  effective  and  acceptable  work 
on  the  stump.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  by  his 
experience  as  a  legislator  and  in  various  other 
public  employments,  his  high  sense  of  honor,  his 
conscientious  devotion  to  duty,  his  readiness  to 
meet  and  accept  responsibility,  his  frank  and  fear¬ 
less  nature,  his  personal  independence  of  char¬ 
acter,  his  natural  and  acquired  gifts  of  mind  and 
education,  his  freedom  from  factional  entangle¬ 
ments,  and  the  universal  confidence  which  his 
manly  and  straightforward  nature  and  highly  hon¬ 
orable  career  inspire,  he  is  well  qualified  for  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  party  he  has  so  long  and  faithfully 
served,  and  his  nomination  would  be  an  undoubted 
guarantee  of  success  at  the  polls. 

Upon  the  announcement  of  his  death  a  Bradford 
citizen  who  had  known  him  intimately  in  private 
and  in  public  life,  was  quoted  in  the  “Era”  of 
that  city  as  follows: 

No  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  of  this  generation 
will,  I  believe,  be  mourned  by  so  many  people  of 
this  Commonwealth.  His  acquaintances  were  his 
friends,  and  no  public  man  among  his  contem¬ 
poraries  had  a  larger  circle.  They  were  in  every 
walk  of  life,  among  the  rich  and  the  poor,  in  the 
college  and  in  the  field. 

He  was  himself  not  only  a  lawyer  and  a  states¬ 
man,  but  he  was  also,  at  the  same  time  a  farmer 
and  a  carpenter.  He  could  touch  elbows  with  his 
neighbor  at  manual  labor,  and  next  day,  perchance, 
preside  over  the  affairs  of  a  railway,  or  of  a  manu¬ 
facturing  or  mining  enterprise,  or  discharge  with 
unerring  fidelity  the  exacting  duties  of  a  private 
trust. 

Besides,  his  public  services  were  so  varied  that, 
in  the  course  of  time,  they  touched  the  interests  of 
numerous  classes  in  the  community.  For  he  had 
climbed  every  official  round  in  the  ladder  of  public 
preferment  from  the  county  superintendency  of 
public  instruction  to  the  Governorship  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth.  Hence  when  he  was  mentioned  for  the 
latter  office,  there  was  probably  no  man  in  any 
State  of  the  Union  better  fitted  for  the  governor¬ 
ship  of  a  Commonwealth,  fitted  by  education,  train¬ 
ing,  experience  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
affairs  and  needs  of  the  various  departments  of 
government.  But  though  he  was  a  strong  partisan, 
he  was  not  a  subservient  one.  He  will  be  remem¬ 
bered,  however,  throughout  the  State  as  “Gov- 
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ernor  Stone,”  not  merely  for  the  reason  that  he  had 
chanced  to  hold  the  office  of  Lieutenant-Governor, 
but  rather  because  in  the  minds  of  the  people  he 
had  deserved  the  higher  title . 

In  private  life  he  was  exemplary  and  almost 
unique.  His  ancestors  went  to  church  with  the 
Bible  in  one  hand  and  a  musket  in  the  other.  His 
was  a  gentle  but  forceful  nature.  He  gave  him¬ 
self  unsparingly  to  family  and  friends,  as  well  as 
to  the  community.  His  adopted  city  and  State  were 
his  own.  He  wrought  events  into  their  history,  and 
helped  to  preserve  the  records  of  those  who  had 
gone  before.  He  was  industrious  to  a  fault,  and 

found  relaxation  chiefly  in  changes  of  labor . 

His  death  will  carry  sorrow  to  many  who  are 
distant  and  many  who  are  near. 

Hon.  W.  E.  Rice,  concluding  the  speech  in 
which  he  nominated  Mr.  Stone  for  Governor  in  the 
State  Republican  Convention  of  1890,  received 
uproarious  applause  when  he  said :  “Nominate 
Charles  W.  Stone,  and  on  every  farm,  at  every 
forge,  at  every  bench,  in  every  mine,  the  nomina¬ 
tion  will  be  ratified.” 

Mr.  Stone’s  last  important  public  service  was 
as  delegate  to  the  National  Conservation  Congress, 
held  in  Kansas  City  in  1911.  Upon  his  return  he 
was  prostrated  with  a  fatal  illness,  and  died  on 
August  15,  1912.  From  his  chosen  burial  place 
in  the  beautiful  Warren  Cemetery,  one  can  look 
across  the  valley  of  the  Allegheny  to  the  grove- 
crowned  hill  which  he  called  “Airmont,”  with  its 
gabled  cottage,  and  to  the  fringe  of  the  farm 
where  he  had  spent  many  happy  days  of  recreation. 


J.  MACK  STEWART — His  special  adapta¬ 
bilities  to  the  exacting  requirements  of  the  finan¬ 
cial  world,  have  from  time  to  time  brought  Mr. 
Stewart,  president  of  the  Clymer  National  Bank, 
of  Clymer,  into  valued  contact  with  a  number  of 
banking  institutions,  both  for  their  organization 
and  their  further  development.  Representing  the 
general  business  progress  of  this  part  of  the 
State  in  a  number  of  their  leading  aspects,  he  has 
the  high  regard  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  social  and 
fraternal  activities  as  well.  He  is  a  son  of  James 
T.  Stewart,  who,  having  established  a  repute  as  an 
author  and  writer,  is  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business,  and  Emma  (Mack)  Stewart,  who  died 
in  1918. 

J.  Mack  Stewart  was  born  January  9,  1890,  at 
Indiana,  where  he  attended  the  public  and  the 
Indiana  State  Normal  schools,  afterwards  gradu¬ 
ating  from  the  Preparatory  School  in  Colorado. 
He  first  became  associated  with  the  engineering 


department  of  the  Clearfield  Coal  Company; 
and  in  1911  he  was  engaged  as  bookkeeper  with 
the  Citizens’  National  Bank;  and  during  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  he  was  cashier  with  the  Bolivar 
National  Bank.  At  that  period  Mr.  Stewart 
organized  and  founded  the  Merchants’  and  Miners’ 
Bank  in  Portage,  continuing  his  association  with 
that  bank  as  cashier  up  to  1916,  when  he  removed 
to  Clymer  as  cashier  of  the  National  Bank  there, 
and  where  he  was  chosen  president  of  the  bank. 
Mr.  Stewart  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Merchants’  and  Miners’  Bank,  at 
Black  Lick;  and  a  director  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association,  and  of  several  other  organi¬ 
zations.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  con¬ 
victions. 

Mr.  Stewart  possesses  certificates  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  services  rendered  at  the  time  of  the  World 
War.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  Lodge 
No.  312,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  with  Wil¬ 
liamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  thirty-second  degree;  and  Jaffa  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine;  he  also  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Knights  of  Pythias; 
the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose;  the  local  Grange, 
Patrons  of  Husbandry;  and  the  Tall  Cedars  of 
Lebanon.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Cosmo¬ 
politan  Club,  Country  Club,  of  Indiana,  and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  treasurer  and 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church. 

J.  Mack  Stewart  married,  in  1911,  Emma  G. 
Sachs,  of  Somerset  County,  daughter  of  William 
and  Luella  (Aukney)  Sachs,  and  their  children 
are:  J.  Mack,  Jr.,  born  December  13,  1913;  and 
Jane  Louise,  born  October  2,  1915. 


JOSEPH  ALEXANDER  DOYLE,  M.  D.— 

Among  the  prominent  citizens  and  younger  pro¬ 
fessional  men  of  Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  Dr. 
Joseph  Alexander  Doyle,  Jr.,  holds  an  important 
place,  for  the  many  services  he  has  rendered  to 
his  community,  to  his  country  during  the  great 
World  War,  and  for  his  able  and  interested  work 
in  all  matters  that  pertain  to  the  general  public 
welfare.  Dr.  Doyle  succeeds  his  father  in  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens,  the  latter  having 
well  earned  the  honored  repute  in  which  he  stood 
until  he  passed  from  this  visible  life  a  few  short 
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years  ago,  after  a  life  ably  spent  in  well  doing 
for  his  fellowmen.  He  was  one  of  Greenville’s 
leading  physicians,  and  on  September  5,  1919, 
when  he  passed  on,  the  announcement  came  as  a 
distinct  shock  to  the  people  of  the  community, 
for  few  knew  that  he  was  in  ill  health,  his  death 
resulting  from  heart  trouble. 

Dr.  Joseph  Alexander  Doyle  was  born  October 
15,  1861,  on  the  Southside,  Pittsburgh,  his  father 
a  pioneer  glass  manufacturer.  He  attended  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  Pittsburgh,  being 
graduated  from  the  latter,  and  then  entered  Thiel 
College.  After  his  graduation  from  Thiel  Col¬ 
lege,  he  entered  the  Western  Reserve  Medical 
College  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  on  the  completion 
of  his  medical  course  he  moved  to  Homestead, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  located  and  practiced 
medicine  for  many  years.  He  then  removed  to 
the  South,  residing  there  for  a  time  and  prac¬ 
ticing  there,  and  in  1909  he  came  to  Greenville, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  established  himself  and 
soon  won  a  large  and  influential  clientele. 
Immediately  upon  taking  up  his  residence  here, 
he  became  interested  in  the  municipal  affairs  of 
the  town,  and  was  active  in  the  work  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  served  as  county  physician,  and 
following  the  resignation  of  Dr.  B.  E.  Mossman, 
Jr.,  on  the  draft  board,  was  active  in  his  work. 

Dr.  Joseph  Alexander  Doyle  married,  in  1888, 
at  Greenville,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Cossitt,  of  this 
place,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  H.  D.  L.  and 
Sarah  (McClinans)  Cossitt,  her  father  one  of  the 
best  known  physicians  of  his  day  in  this  part  of 
the  State.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Doyle  were  the  parents 
of  two  children,  who  survive  him,  with  his  widow: 
1.  Mrs.  Howard  Kirk,  who  has  a  daughter  Betty, 
of  Chicago.  2.  Lieutenant  Joseph  A.  Doyle,  Jr., 
M.  D.,  of  whom  further. 

Dr.  Doyle,  who  died  September  •,  5,  1919,  is 
survived  not  alone  by  his  widow  and  two  chil¬ 
dren  above  mentioned,  but  by  three  sisters  and  one 
brother:  Mrs.  Mary  Steimly,  of  Greely,  Colo¬ 
rado;  Mrs.  Emma  Bryce,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Bryce,  of  Homestead;  and  his  brother,  William 
Doyle,  of  Carrick,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him  and  his  loss  to 
the  community  is  deeply  felt.  His  work  is  now 
being  carried  forward  by  his  son,  Dr.  Joseph 
Alexander  Doyle,  Jr. 

Joseph  Alexander  Doyle,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  was  born 
October  13,  1890,  in  West  Salem  Township,  Mer¬ 
cer  County,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Dr.  Joseph 


Alexander  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Cossitt)  Doyle. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Homestead,  and  the  Greenville  High  School, 
followed  by  attendance  at  Thiel  College,  also 
his  father’s  alma  mater.  He  then  attended  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  studied  in  the 
Department  of  Medicine,  being  graduated  there¬ 
from  in  1918.  The  great  World  War  caused  him 
to  enlist  in  the  United  States  Navy  Medical 
Corps,  which  he  did  May  1,  1918,  and  was  attached 
to  the  United  States  Navy  Medical  School  at 
Washington,  D.  C.,  July  1,  1918;  to  the  Cape 
May  Naval  Hospital,  September  1,  1918;  Bay 
Ridge  Barracks,  New  York,  February  1,  1919; 
and  the  United  States  ship  “Edgar  F.  Lucken- 
back”  March  1,  1919.  He  was  in  the  transport 
service.  He  received  his  honorable  discharge, 
October  5.  1919,  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  with  the 
rank  of  lieutenant.  Since  then  Dr.  Doyle  has 
established  himself  in  Greenville,  and  has  taken 
active  part  in  community  affairs,  as  did  his  father, 
and  he  has  attained  a  place  for  himself  in  the 
regard  of  the  people  that  is  well  deserved  for  the 
service  he  has  rendered  to  them  as  well  as  to  his 
country.  He  is  active  in  his  medical  societies, 
being  a  member  of  the  State  and  County  Medical 
associations;  and  he  also  is  deeply  interested  in 
fraternal  affairs,  being  a  member  of  Eureka 
Lodge,  No.  290,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Mount  Royal  Chapter,  No.  2x2,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Mount  Calvary  Commandery,  No.  67, 
Knights  Templar,  all  of  Greenville.  He  also 
belongs  to  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Erie,  Penn- 
sylvaia.  Dr.  Doyle  is  affiliated  with  Lodge  No. 
145,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
and  he  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
American  Legion,  of  which  he  is  a  member.  He 
is  fond  of  the  out-of-door  life,  and  belongs  to  the 
Greenville  Country  Club,  in  his  periods  of  recre¬ 
ation,  giving  of  his  time  and  also  his  service  to 
that  organization.  In  his  religious  affiliation  he 
is  a  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Joseph  Alexander  Doyle  married,  June  9, 
1921,  at  Freeport,  Pennsylvania,  Nellie  Clare  Ise- 
man,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Frances  (Knowles) 
Iseman,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  son, 
William  Cossitt,  born  July  11,  1922. 


HARRY  K.  SMITH — The  founder  and  organ¬ 
izer  of  Camp  Rest-a- While,  famous  throughout 
Pennsylvania,  is  Harry  K.  Smith,  joint  editor 
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and  publisher  of  the  Indiana  “Messenger,”  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  substantial  newspapers  in 
Indiana  County.  He  was  born  March  15,  1865, 
in  Indiana,  the  son  of  Samuel  A.  and  Sarah 
(Kinter)  Smith,  and  brother  of  Joseph  M.  Smith 
(see  following  biography). 

Mr.  Smith  received  his  education  in  the  public 
school  of  his  native  village  and  took  a  course  in 
a  business  college.  With  this  equipment  he  began 
his  career  in  a  printing  office,  turned  to  the  edi¬ 
torial  department,  and  mastered  every  detail,  both 
mechanical  and  editorial.  With  this  preparation 
he  turned  to  mercantile  pursuits  with  the  same 
thoroughness,  and  conducted  stores  in  Indiana  and 
other  places  with  success  and  satisfaction  to  him¬ 
self  and  his  customers.  The  death  of  his  father 
in  1904  turned  the  two  Smith  brothers  to  the  duty 
of  publishing  the  Indiana  “Messenger,”  which  had 
attained  a  high  standard  of  success  under  the 
management  of  Samuel  A.  Smith.  Harry  K. 
Smith  was  made  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Indiana 
in  1921.  The  Camp  Rest-a-While  he  founded  has 
more  than  five  hundred  members,  and  offers  many 
devices  for  their  amusement  and  recreation.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a  Presbyterian  in  religion,  and  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics. 

Mr.  Smith  married,  in  1892,  Sarah  Hill,  of 
Kentucky,  daughter  of  James  Hill,  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Jinsey.  One  child,  Stacy 
O.  Smith,  was  drowned  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  1917. 


JOSEPH  M.  SMITH— The  arduous  labors 
of  the  newspaper  have  been  handed  down  from 
father  to  son  in  the  Smith  family  of  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania.  Joseph  M.  Smith  was  born  May 
27,  1870,  in  that  village,  the  son  of  Samuel  A. 
and  Sarah  (Kinter)  Smith,  and  brother  of  Harry 
K.  Smith  (see  preceding  biography).  The  father 
passed  his  life  in  newspaper  work  and  died  in 
1904.  The  mother  lived  until  1921  and  attained 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Joseph  M.  Smith  attended  the  public  school  of 
Indiana,  and  engaged  forthwith  in  newspaper 
work,  making  the  publishing  business  a  life-long 
career.  The  Indiana  “Messenger,”  a  weekly 
newspaper,  was  founded  in  1856  by  Clark  Wilson, 
who  issued  a  four  page  blanket  sheet  of  eight 
columns.  In  1861  Samuel  A.  Smith  bought  an 
interest  in  the  paper;  in  1863  Samuel  A.  and 
Joseph  R.  Smith,  his  father,  were  in  full  control 
of  the  property;  and  it  has  remained  in  the  hands 


of  the  Smith  family  ever  since.  In  1904,  upon  the 
death  of  his  father,  Harry  K.  and  Joseph  M. 
Smith  took  control,  and  they  have  continued  the 
publication  to  the  present  time.  The  “Messenger” 
at  present  (1925)  has  a  circulation  of  more  than 
1,400  copies.  It  began  with  a  reputation  for  truth 
and  accuracy,  and  it  has  maintained  that  reputation 
without  varying  through  the  successive  years, 
running  to  the  verge  of  seventy,  since  it  first 
appeared.  This  has  won  and  retained  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  community.  The  paper  is  not  the 
oldest  publication  in  the  county,  but  it  has  been 
published  under  the  name  it  has  borne  from  the 
beginning  longer  than  any  other  newspaper  in 
Indiana  County. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican;  a  member  of  the 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose;  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  Mr.  Smith  is  the  father  of  Dr. 
C.  R.  Smith,  a  graduate  of  Georgetown  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  prominent  in  football.  The  address 
of  Joseph  M.  Smith  is  Sixth  Street,  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania. 


JOSEPH  E.  ROBINSON— The  Robinson 
family  of  Pennsylvania  has  an  ancient  and  hon¬ 
orable  lineage,  both  in  Scotland,  where  it  had  its 
origin,  being  traced  to  King  Duncan,  the  eldest  son 
of  Malcolm  III,  and  in  America,  where  the  name 
has  been  written  with  credit  on  the  annals  of 
church  and  State.  Branches  of  the  family  have 
sifted  through  England  and  Ireland  prior  to  their 
crossing  the  Atlantic,  the  progenitor  of  the  im¬ 
mediate  family  under  discussion  having  come  from 
Warwick  Bridge,  England,  to  Carlisle,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  at  an  early  day.  Among  his  descendants  is 
found  the  late  Joseph  Robinson,  son  of  James, 
who  resided  at  Queenstown,  Armstrong  County, 
where  his  son,  Joseph  E.  Robinson,  was  born 
March  26,  1865.  Mr.  Robinson  and  his  wife,  Eva 
(George)  Robinson,  daughter  of  Henry  George, 
were  citizens  of  high  repute,  and  gave  to  their 
republic  a  most  creditable  citizenship  by  the  way 
of  sons  and  daughters.  When  their  son  was  but 
six  months  old  they  removed  to  the  heart  of  oil- 
dom,  locating  at  Clapp  Farm,  where  Joseph  E. 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools.  Possessed  of  scholarly  instincts,  this  son 
became  a  student  of  wide  research  and  a  geologist 
of  marked  ability,  which  proved  of  great  service 
in  the  production  of  oil  in  which  his  father  was 
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engaged  for  many  years.  At  an  early  age  he  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company, 
in  whose  services  he  remained  for  twenty-eight 
years.  Upon  his  retirement,  oil  production  en¬ 
gaged  his  attention  as  well  as  the  allied  products 
of  the  industry,  among  his  possessions,  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  June  25,  1923,  being  the  oldest  oil 
well  in  the  world,  located  near  McClintockville, 
which  has  been  in  continuous  operation  since 
i860,  and  also  a  fine  gasoline  plant  at  the  same 
place. 

Mr.  Robinson  played  a  prominent  part  in  the 
life  of  the  community,  socially  and  philanthrop- 
ically.  He  was  a  founder  of  the  Oil  City  Boat 
Club,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Ivy,  Venango 
and  Wenango  clubs.  He  was  also  a  thirty-second 
degree  Mason,  a  Knights  Templar,  and  a  Shriner, 
having  held  all  the  offices  within  the  gift  of  his 
fraternal  friends. 

At  Oil  City,  June  30,  1897,  Mr.  Robinson  was 
married  to  Lillian  Abbott,  a  young  woman  of  fine 
culture  and  ability,  who  had  been  a  teacher  in  the 
Oil  City  schools  for  some  time.  Mrs.  Robinson, 
who  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  Lesley  Abbott, 
for  many  years  a  valued  citizen  of  Oil  City,  and 
son  of  Rev.  John  and  Eliza  (McIntyre)  Abbott, 
whose  progenitors  belonged  to  New  Jersey’s  best 
citizens,  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  actively  associated  with 
all  of  the  social  and  religious  activities  that  have 
for  their  object  the  uplift  of  humanity.  Her 
mother,  who  was  Emma  Elizabeth  (Newkirk) 
Abbott,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Dawson) 
Newkirk,  of  Mercer  County,  traces  her  ancestry 
to  the  fine  old  Holland  Dutch  families  who  settled 
in  New  Jersey  as  early  as  1636,  and  whose  de¬ 
scendants  have  been  honorably  connected  with 
church  and  State  for  centuries.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robinson  were  born  the  following  children : 
1.  Elizabeth,  born  August  23,  1898,  educated  at 
Oberlin  Kindergarten  Training  School.  2.  J. 
Douglas,  born  February  27,  1900,  graduate  of  Har¬ 
vard  College,  1922.  3.  Lillian  Estelle,  born  Au¬ 
gust  1,  1901,  graduated  from  Vassar1  College  1924. 
4.  Mary  Louise,  born  August  1,  1902 ;  a  graduate 
of  Wellesley  College,  Massachusetts.  5.  Adelaide 
Abbott,  born  November  26,  1904,  graduate  of 
music  at  Pine  Manor.  All  of  these  children  have 
continued  their  education  by  travel  in  Europe. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  and  their  entire  fam¬ 
ily  have  been  loyal  members  of  Trinity  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  from  childhood. 


JAMES  MOORHEAD  MURDOCH,  M.  D. 

— The  social  sciences  have  opened  up  many 
avenues  of  constructive  service  to  humanity.  In 
the  forefront  of  those  who  have  won  distinction 
in  this  field  is  Dr.  James  Moorhead  Murdoch, 
who  in  the  years  of  his  superintendency  of  the 
Polk  State  School  for  Mental  Defectives,  from 
1896  to  the  present  time,  has  made  that  institution 
notable  for  progressive  methods.  Dr.  Murdoch  is 
the  son  of  Dr.  James  Bissett  and  Jennie  (Moor¬ 
head)  Murdoch.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
General  J.  K.  Moorhead,  who  represented  the 
Pittsburgh  district  in  Congress  during  the  Civil 
War,  and  of  Jane  (Logan)  Moorhead.. 

Dr.  James  Bissett  Murdoch,  Dr.  Murdoch’s 
father,  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
physicians  of  his  day.  He  was  the  son  of  the 
Rev.  David  Murdoch,  D.  D.,  and  was  born  in 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  October  16,  1830.  He  came 
to  America  with  his  parents  as  a  child  and  passed 
his  childhood  in  Bath,  Canada,  in  Ballston  Spa, 
New  York,  and  in  Catskill,  New  York.  Later  he 
lived  in  Elmira,  New  York,  and  there  began  the 
study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  William 
W.  Wey  of  that  city,  later  becoming  a  student  at 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  graduated  in  1854.  He  was 
for  a  time  in  the  Bellevue  Hospital  of  New  York 
City  and  then  became  surgeon  on  the  steamer 
“North  Star”  of  the  Vanderbilt  Line,  plying  be¬ 
tween  New  York  and  Havre,  France.  In  1856, 
two  years  after  his  graduation,  he  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Oswego,  New  York, 
and  remained  there  until  1872,  when  he  moved  to 
Pittsburgh,  and  was  in  active  practice  there  until 
his  death,  October  29,  1896.  During  the  Civil 
War,  Dr.  Murdoch  was  appointed  assistant  regi¬ 
mental  surgeon  and  was  later  promoted  to  the 
position  of  surgeon-general  of  his  brigade,  and 
saw  active  service  at  the  battles  of  Bull  Run, 
Falmouth,  South  Mountain,  Antietam  and  Chan- 
cellorsville.  After  his  return  to  Oswego  he  was 
appointed  surgeon  of  the  Board  of  Enrollment  of 
the  Twenty-second  District  of  New  York,  and 
held  this  post  until  the  end  of  the  war.  Dr. 
Murdoch  was  for  years  president  of  the  Oswego 
County  Medical  Society,  and  after  his  removal 
to  Pittsburgh  he  served  as  president  of  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  County  Medical  Society,  in  1889  was  made 
president  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Soci¬ 
ety,  and  also  served  as  president  of  the  American 
Association  of  Railroad  Surgeons.  Shortly  after 
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he  went  to  Pittsburgh  he  became  a  member  of 
the  surgical  staff  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Hospital,  and  served  as  such  until  his  death. 
From  January  I,  1876,  he  was  company  surgeon 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  and  moving  spirits  of  the  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Medical  College,  where  he  served  as 
dean  of  the  faculty  and  clinical  professor  of 
operative  surgery  for  many  years.  In  addition 
to  these  many  responsibilities,  Dr.  Murdoch  found 
time  for  many  important  contributions  to  medical 
literature,  among  which  are  “Torsion  of  the- 
Arteries  for  the  Arrest  of  Hemorrhage,”  “Treat¬ 
ise  on  Fractures  and  Dislocations,”  “Amputation 
of  the  Foot”  and  “Amputation  at  the  Hip  Joint.” 
Dr.  Murdoch  married  (first).,  in  1861,  Jane  Petti- 
bone,  of  Oswego,  who  died  a  few  years  later 
leaving  him  one  son.  He  married  (second)  Jennie 
Moorhead. 

James  Moorhead  Murdoch,  son  of  Dr.  James 
Bissett  and  Jennie  (Moorhead)  Murdoch,  was 
born  at  Oswego,  New  York,  March  31,  1869.  He 
attended  the  Pittsburgh  public  schools  and  Shady- 
side  Academy,  Pittsburgh,  after  which  he  became 
a  student  in  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale 
University,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1890  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy.  He  then 
entered  the  medical  school  of  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh,  and  in  1892  graduated  there  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Later,  Dr.  Mur¬ 
doch  took  post-graduate  work  in  his  chosen  field 
at  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

After  receiving  his  medical  degree.  Dr.  Mur¬ 
doch  had  a  year  of  interneship  at  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  of  Pittsburgh,  and  then  be¬ 
came  pathologist  and  assistant  physician  at  Dix- 
mont  Hospital,  an  institution  for  mental  patients 
just  outside  of  Pittsburgh.  He  held  this  position 
from  1893  to  1896  and  in  the  latter  year  was 
made  superintendent  of  the  Polk  State  School  for 
Mental  Defectives  at  Polk,  Pennsylvania.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  last  year  of  his  residence  in  Dixmont,  Dr. 
Murdoch  also  served  as  instructor  in  neuropath¬ 
ology  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  He  is  the 
author  of  “Feeble  Mindedness”  and  many  mis¬ 
cellaneous  papers  on  mentally  defective  children; 
and  numerous  articles  on  “Mental  Diseases  and 
Deficiency”  have  appeared  in  the  “Pennsylvania 
Medical  Journal”  and  the  “Journal  of  Psycho- 
Asthenics”  under  his  signature.  In  this  com¬ 
paratively  new  field  of  the  scientific  study  of  the 
mentally  defective  and  their  treatment,  Dr.  Mur¬ 


doch  is  one  of  the  outstanding  figures.  He  holds 
membership  in  the  American  Medical  Association, 
the  American  Association  for  the  study  of  the 
Feeble  Minded,  of  which  he  is  ex-president,  and 
the  Pittsburgh  Neurological  Society,  also  in  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  and  the  Ve¬ 
nango  County  Medical  Society.  Dr.  Murdoch  is 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Franklin  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Franklin.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks;  and  among  his  clubs 
are  the  Franklin  Club,  Wanango  Club,  the  Yale 
Club  of  New  York  City,  the  Duquesne  Club  of 
Pittsburgh,  and  the  University  Club  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Dr.  Murdoch  married,  at  Harrisville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  October  27,  1900,  Minnie  McCoy  Barnes, 
daughter  of  Robert  Barnes.  Mrs.  Murdoch  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Wednesday  Club  and 
otherwise  active  in  community  affairs.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Murdoch  have  one  son:  James  Moorhead, 
Jr.,  born  in  November,  1901. 


DAVID  W.  SIMPSON — A  fine  business  rec¬ 
ord  and  a  still  more  enviable  military  record  stand 
to  the  credit  of  David  W.  Simpson,  president  of 
the  Indiana  Lumber  and  Supply  Company  of 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Simpson  was  born 
November  24,  1858,  in  Armstrong  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  His  father  was  Thomas  Simpson  of 
Armstrong  County,  and  his  mother,  Anne  (Gray) 
Simpson.  They  were  farmers.  Mr.  Simpson 
moved  with  his  father  from  Armstrong  County  to 
Indiana  County  in  1873.  The  father  died  in  1896 
and  the  mother  in  1865. 

David  W.  Simpson  attended  the  public  schools, 
and  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  old.  At  that  time  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  in  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  un¬ 
der  his  own  name.  He  entered  politics  early  in 
life  and  was  appointed  first  deputy  sheriff.  He 
was  elected  county  treasurer,  succeeding  P.  M. 
Sutton  in  1900.  He  established  his  lumber  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  style  of  Simpson  Brothers  &  Com¬ 
pany  at  the  corner  of  Clymer  and  Oak  streets,  in 
October,  1903.  The  business  was  incorporated  as 
the  Indiana  Lumber  and  Supply  Company.  Its 
first  president  was  A.  S.  Cunningham  and  D.  W. 
Simpson  was  the  first  secretary  and  treasurer. 
In  1910  Mr.  Simpson  was  elected  to  the  presi¬ 
dency;  J.  M.  Simpson,  vice-president;  A.  K. 
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Simpson  became  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  A. 
A.  Simpson,  manager.  The  concern  does  a  retail 
lumber  and  planing  mill  business,  and  employs 
more  than  fifty  persons.  It  operates  within  a 
radius  of  seventy-five  miles,  and  is  the  largest 
establishment  of  its  kind  in  Indiana  County.  In 
the  first  years  of  its  existence,  the  company  did 
construction  work  and  built  many  monumental 
buildings.  Among  them  were  the  Girls’  Dormi¬ 
tory  at  the  State  Normal  School;  the  building  of 
the  Elks,  and  many  of  the  same  character  in 
Indiana  and  other  cities.  Mr.  Simpson  is  a 
director  of  the  Farmers’  Bank  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania;  vice-president  and 
director  of  the  Indiana  County  Building  &  Loan 
Association;  director  of  the  Pittsburgh  Lumber¬ 
men’s  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  and  is 
president  of  the  Indiana  Lumber  and  Supply 
Company. 

In  politics  Mr.  Simpson  is  a  Republican.  His 
military  record  constitutes  one  of  the  finest  in 
Indiana  County.  He  enlisted  in  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  National  Guard,  ioth  Regiment,  in  1879; 
was  transferred  to  the  5th  Regiment  in  1881;  pro¬ 
moted  to  first  sergeant  in  1883;  first  lieutenant  in 
1885,  and  captain  in  1890.  He  was  a  provisional 
major  during  the  Spanish-American  War,  in  1890, 
and  retired  in  1900.  He  was  appointed  inspector 
of  rifle  practice  in  1902,  and  finally  retired  from 
military  service  in  1905,  completing  twenty-six 
years  of  duty  with  the  National  Guard.  During 
the  World  War  he  served  as  chief  clerk  of  the 
Division  Draft  Board,  No.  2.  He  is  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  346,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows;  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks;  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  of 
many  local  clubs;  and  is  a  member  of  the  official 
board  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Simpson  was  married,  in  1881.  to  Elexenia 
Kingshorn,  of  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania,  the 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Janet  Kingshorn.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Simpson  are  the  parents  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  Viola  H.,  a  graduate  of  Allegheny 
College,  now  a  teacher  in  the  Indiana  School; 
Janet  G.,  who  married  John  H.  Ayers;  and  Alex¬ 
ander  K.,  a  graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
College.  His  address  is  Indiana,  Pennsylvania. 


JOHN  KIRKPATRICK  EARP  is  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Earp  family  of  Oil  City,  which, 
for  the  past  three  generations,  has  represented  the 
best  character  of  the  English  race  in  Pennsyl¬ 


vania,  a  race  that,  in  the  early  days  of  American 
history  was  prominently  connected  in  the  formation 
of  the  various  institutions  of  the  new  republic  in 
the  West,  and  became  the  social  foundation  of 
American  citizenship.  The  progenitor  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  in  Venango  County  was  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Earp,  Ph.  D.,  son  of  William  and  Ann  (Tandy) 
Earp,  who  was  born  in  West  Bromwitch,  Staf¬ 
fordshire,  England,  not  far  from  the  city  of  Birm¬ 
ingham,  May  31,  1844.  When  six  years  of  age 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  Pennsylvania,  who 
first  settled  in  Scranton  and  later  at  Danville, 
where  he  prepared  for  college  in  the  old  Danville 
Academy  under  Professor  James  Kelso,  subse¬ 
quently  graduating  from  St.  James’  College, 
Maryland,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
In  after  years  Hobart  College  gave  him  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Master  of  Arts,  and  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Phil¬ 
osophy. 

Previous  to  his  college  course,  when  scarcely 
more  than  a  boy,  he  enlisted  in  a  Danville  com¬ 
pany  of  State  Militia  which  was  on  its  way  to 
Antietam  when  the  battle  was  fought,  and  which 
was  afterwards  disbanded.  For  a  year  after  his 
graduation  from  College  Dr.  Earp  was  engaged  in 
tutoring  at  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  after  which 
he  took  a  three  year  course  in  the  General  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  of  New  York  and  after  gradu¬ 
ation  therefrom  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  1868.  For 
twenty-one  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
ministerial  duties  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  re¬ 
tired  from  parochial  work  and  settled  in  Oil 
City  in  1889,  his  various  charges  having  been  at 
Sewickley,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years;  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  where  he  was 
rector  of  St.  Mark’s,  the  leading  parish  in  the 
western  part  of  the  State;  St.  Andrew’s,  New 
York  City,  1877  to  1879;  Washington,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  he  remained  for  nearly  seven  years, 
there  founding  Trinity  Hall,  a  school  for  boys, 
for  Bishop  Kerfoot,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  being  its 
first  rector ;  and  St.  Andrew’s  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan.  While  at  Grand  Rapids  he  was  largely 
instrumental  in  the  setting  apart  of  the  diocese  of 
Western  Michigan,  and  failed  by  a  few  votes  of 
being  chosen  its  first  bishop  in  1874. 

Upon  his  locating  at  Oil  City,  Dr.  Earp 
devoted  himself  to  the  equally  important  work  of 
education,  which  he  continued  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  June  16,  1906.  For  sixteen 
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years  he  was  a  foremost  educator  of  Oil  City, 
where  his  great  scholarship  and  special  aptitude 
for  teaching  left  a  profound  impress  upon  the  char¬ 
acter  of  those  who  came  under  his  care.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  the  “Oil  City  Derrick”  said  of 
him: 

In  Dr.  Earp  this  community  has  lost  a  broad¬ 
minded,  earnest  man,  and  an  influence  for  good 
that  cannot  be  overestimated.  As  a  teacher,  a 
minister  of  the  gospel  and  a  citizen,  he  was  equally 
prominent.  His  personal  qualities,  high  character 
and  courteous  bearing,  endeared  him  to  all,  and  his 
death  will  cause  a  deep  feeling  of  sorrow  in  many 
hearts  outside  of  the  circle  of  his  immediate  rela¬ 
tives  and  most  intimate  friends. 

On  December  22,  1868,  Dr.  Earp  married  Mary 
Elizabeth  Johnston,,  daughter  of  Colonel  Robert 
Smith  and  Jane  (Kirkpatrick)  Johnston;  the  lat¬ 
ter  died  in  1916. 

Mary  Elizabeth  (Johnston)  Earp  was  one  of 
the  best  known  residents  of  Oil  City.  She  died 
at  her  home  on  West  First  Street,  at  the  close 
of  a  life  full  of  deep  devotion  to  her  family  and 
tender  thought  for  her  many  friends.  She  was 
born  in  Westmoreland  County,  September  29, 
1846,  of  noted  ancestors.  She  was  a  descendant 
of  Major  John  Johnston  of  Cumberland  County, 
who  was  noted  for  his  allegiance  to  the  Colonies 
in  1776.  She  was  a  granddaughter  of  Dr.  David 
Kirkpatrick,  D.  D.,  an  eminent  Presbyterian 
divine  of  Westmoreland  County.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick 
was  a  native  of  Ireland,  where  he  was  educated 
in  the  Magee  College,  in  Belfast,  and  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  Upon  his  com¬ 
ing  to  America  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  became  one  of  the 
foremost  clergymen  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Pennsylvania  and  also  an  educator  of  note, 
conducting  private  schools  in  which  four  gover¬ 
nors  of  Pennsylvania  were  prepared  for  college. 
His  death  on  January  5,  1869,  was  a  great  loss 
to  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  but  he  left  a 
name  imprinted  on  the  annals  of  the  church  and  in 
the  memory  of  thousands  which  is  still  being  per¬ 
petuated  in  the  children’s  children  of  those  whom 
he  served.  The  late  Judge  John  M.  Kirkpatrick 
of  Pittsburgh  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Kirkpatrick.  Mrs. 
Earp  throughout  her  life  was  a  devoted  wife  and 
helpmate  in  the  work  of  the  parishes  over  which 
her  husband  presided.  She  was  also  a  devoted 
mother  whose  early  training  instilled  in  her  chil¬ 
dren  a  genuine  Christian  spirit,  which  no  doubt 
assisted  them  in  the  carrying  on  of  life’s  re¬ 
sponsibilities.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Earp  were  born 


the  following  children:  1.  John  Kirkpatrick,  of 
whom  further.  2.  Mary  Baldy,  born  February  26, 
1871,  died  December  9,  1873.  3.  Cornelia  Fuller, 
born  August  22,  1873;  married  Colonel  Edwin 
Van  Deusen  Selden.  4.  William  Henry  Plinsdale, 
born  May  30,  1876,  died  February  24,  1898. 

John  Kirkpatrick  Earp,  son  of  Rev.  Dr.  Sam¬ 
uel  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Johnston)  Earp.  was 
born  at  Sewickley,  Pennsylvania,  November  18, 
1869,  and  educated  in  Trinity  Hall,  Ann  Arbor 
High  School,  and  the  University  of  Michigan. 
After  completing  his  college  course  he  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  at  Oil  City,  as  a  partner  of 
the  Greenfield  Lumber  Company.  After  a  five 
years’  connection  with  this  company  he  retired  and 
in  1891  formed  a  new  partnership  with  James  B. 
Kelley  in  the  promotion  and  production  of  oil  in 
Western  Pennsylvania,  which  firm  is  still  favorably 
known  as  the  Earp  &  Kelley  Lumber  Company. 
Mr.  Earp,  who  has  always  been  a  Republican, 
has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Council  of 
Oil  City  and  as  president  of  the  Oil  City  School 
Board. 

Mr.  Earp,  through  his  maternal  line,  represents 
the  best  and  worthiest  type  of  American  citizen¬ 
ship,  being,  as  above  stated,  a  descendant  of 
Major  John  Johnston;  also  Major  James  Ram¬ 
say;  and  of  Judge  John  Moore,  who  was  appointed 
judge  of  election  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  June 
23, 1776,  and  a  member  of  the  convention  of  July  15, 
1776,  appointed  by  that  body  on  the  Committee  of 
Safety  for  Pennsylvania,  representing  Westmore¬ 
land  County.  Judge  Moore  was  commissioned 
president  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Quarter 
Sessions  and  Orphan  Court  of  Westmoreland 
County;  in  1792  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate, 
representing  Allegheny  and  Westmoreland  coun¬ 
ties;  and  was  a  member  of  the  convention  that 
adopted  the  constitution  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  December  31,  1919,  Mr.  Earp  was  married 
to  Eva  Mae  Magee,  daughter  of  the  late  George 
Whitten  Magee,  M.  D.,  of  Oil  City,  and  of  his 
wife,  Mae  M.  (Coulter)  Magee,  daughter  of 
Dr.  George  Webster  and  Sarah  (Crowl)  Coulter, 
and  granddaughter  of  Rev.  James  and  Mary 
(Orfutt)  Coulter.  Mrs.  Earp  is  a  graduate  of 
Wilson  College  and  has  also  taken  post  graduate 
work  in  Germany. 


JOSEPH  HENDERSON  REED— A  life  of 
notable  opportunity  for  service  abundantly  ful¬ 
filled  in  his  professison,  a  span  of  years  filled  with 
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deeds  of  mercy  and  help,  a  record  of  continuous 
activity  during  forty-six  years  as  a  physician  in 
Sharon,  and  a  large  district  round  about  such 
constituted  the  message  of  good  will  to  mankind 
voiced  in  the  career  of  Dr.  Joseph  Henderson 
Reed.  A  physician  whose  practice  was  the  most 
extensive  in  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  he  was  one  of 
the  most  charitable  of  men,  and  continually  gave 
of  his  professional  service  to  the  needy. 

Dr.  Joseph  Henderson  Reed,  the  son  of  John 
Cannon  Reed,  a  farmer  of  New  Castle,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  Phoebe  Anne  (Iddings)  Reed,  was  born 
May  31,  1856,  in  Shenango  Township,  near  New 
Castle,  Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  elementary  schools  and  the  high  school 
of  New  Castle,  and  had  one  year  at  a  private 
school  known  as  the  One  Study  School.  Prepar¬ 
ing  for  his  profession  at  Miami  Medical  College, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  he  graduated  with  his  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  established  his  prac¬ 
tice  at  Sharon  April  1,  1878.  Dr.  Reed  was  sur¬ 
geon  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  Ohio  Street  Railway,  and  the  Westing- 
house  Company.  He  was  president  of  the  med¬ 
ical  staff  of  Buhl  Hospital,  Sharon ;  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Mercer  County  Medical  Society,  and 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Sharon  School  Board  for  two 
years,  and  of  the  Common  Council  for  one  year. 
His  fraternal  affiliations  were  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  He  was  a  member  also  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

Dr.  Reed  married,  April  27,  1880,  at  New  Castle, 
Pennsylvania,  Catherine  Larimer  Bowman,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  one  child :  Helen  Flem¬ 
ing,  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Sharon  High 
School.  She  organized  the  Pymatuning  Chapter 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and 
aided  in  establishing  the  New  Castle  Chapter  of 
the  Society  of  the  War  of  1812,  of  which  Chap¬ 
ter  she  is  vice-regent.  Miss  Reed  is  a  graduate 
of  Wellesley  College,  and  a  member  of  the 
Youngstown  Wellesley  Club. 

Dr.  Joseph  Henderson  Reed  died  September  30, 
1924.  He  was  beloved  by  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  During  the  influenza  epidemic  in  1918 
he  worked  day  and  night  until  he  became  ill,  and 
without  fully  regaining  his  health  he  continued 
to  give  aid  to  the  sick  until  he  finally  completely 
broke  down  and  died  as  a  result  of  his  considera¬ 
tion  for  others  and  his  faithfulness  to  duty. 


JOHN  WADE  OSENIDER,  SR.,  belongs  to 
a  family  whose  ancestry  has  been  highly  respected 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  and  that  has  been 
distinctly  Pennsylvanian  for  a  number  of  genera¬ 
tions,  his  great-grandfather  having  been  a  native 
of  Susquehanna  County,  where  he  lived  to  be  one 
hundred  and  ten  years  old.  When  ninety-seven 
years  of  age  he  crossed  the  Susquehanna  River  on 
horseback,  his  horse  swimming  from  one  bank  to 
the  other,  to  attend  a  friend’s  funeral.  In  early 
manhood,  his  son  Samuel  located  in  Westmoreland 
County,  but  later  removed  to  Clarion  County, 
settling  between  Strattonville,  that  county,  and  the 
borough  of  Corsica,  which  lies  in  Jefferson  County, 
near  the  Clarion  County  line.  Samuel  married 
Mary  Vasbinder,  who  also  belonged  to  an  ancient 
Pennsylvania  family,  the  name  on  the  early  records 
being  Vastbinder.  He  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
five,  leaving  three  children :  1.  Hannah,  who  mar¬ 

ried  George  Steffy.  2.  Joseph  Samuel,  of  whom 
further.  3.  Martha,  the  wife  of  Henry  McKim. 

Joseph  Samuel  Osenider,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  (Vasbinder)  Osenider,  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  25,  1831,  in  Clarion  County,  near  Corsica, 
where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and 
until  1865  was  engaged  in  logging,  rafting,  and  the 
lumber  business  generally,  being  a  pilot  on  the 
Clarion  River.  He  then  bought  the  “Schribner 
House,”  in  Brookville,  where  he  did  business  until 
1869,  when,  upon  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  removed 
to  Oil  City.  Here  he  did  a  prosperous  business 
as  a  contractor  and  teamster  until  his  retirement 
in  1912,  owning  several  teams  and  commanding  a 
good  share  of  the  local  trade  in  his  line.  Mr. 
Osenider  was  an  Odd  Fellow  for  fifty  years,  hav¬ 
ing  joined  the  fraternity  when  he  attained  his 
majority,  having  been  the  first  member  of  Mingo 
Lodge  at  Corsica,  and  later  affiliated  with  Latonia 
Lodge  at  Oil  City.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  a 
Republican  in  his  views.  His  death  occurred 
November  19,  1917,  and  he  was  buried  in  Oil  City. 

Mr.  Osenider  was  first  married  to  Mary  Flick, 
who  was  born  May  2,  1831,  in  Westmoreland 
County,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Margaret  Flick, 
early  residents  of  Clarion  County,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  five  children:  1.  John  Wade, 
of  whom  further.  2.  George,  of  Oil  City,  assistant 
yard  master  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company,  who  married  Catharine  Dil- 
more.  3.  Clara,  widow  of  Thomas  J.  Errington, 
Detroit,  Michigan.  4.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Harry 
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Campbell,  Oil  City,  a  railroad  conductor.  5. 
Frances,  who  is  married  to  Elmer  Campbell,  of 
Oil  City,  a  contractor  and  painter.  By  his  second 
marriage  to  Carrie  Johns,  Mr.  Osenider  had  one 
son,  Harry,  who  assisted  his  father  in  business. 
Mrs.  Carrie  (Johns)  Osenider  was  born  at  Brook- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Jacob  Johns,  and 
died  in  Oil  City. 

John  Wade  Osenider  was  born  at  Brookville, 
Pennsylvania,  July  10,  1863,  but  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Oil  City,  where  he  removed  with  his 
father  in  1869.  Having  to  begin  work  early,  he 
is  practically  self-educated  and  self-trained, 
acquiring  the  thorough  mastery  of  his  present 
business  in  closest  application  to  its  requirements. 
He  did  various  kinds  of  work  as  a  boy,  eventually 
learning  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  the  employ  of 
the  Oil  Well  Supply  Company,  where  he  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  three  years.  His  skill  in  that 
calling  enabled  him  to  get  employment  in  the  oil 
fields  as  tool  dresser  and  in  other  mechanical 
capacities,  and  he  was  so  engaged  until  1894,  when 
he  took  a  position  with  Bitting,  Clark  &  Mc¬ 
Cracken,  undertakers  in  Oil  City,  remaining  in  that 
employ  for  ten  years.  Meantime,  a  number  of 
changes  had  taken  place  in  the  ownership,  the  firm 
being  successively  Bitting,  McCracken  &  Cook. 
By  this  time  Mr.  Osenider,  feeling  competent  to 
go  into  business  on  his  own  account,  established  a 
separate  business,  which  he  conducted  for  two 
years,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  D.  F. 
Fritz  and  David  Coffman,  as  Osenider,  Fritz  & 
Coffman.  For  two  years  he  was  thus  associated 
when  he  and  Mr.  Fritz  bought  out  Mr.  Coffman’s 
interest,  taking  the  name  of  Osenider  &  Fritz 
until  Mr.  Osenider  purchased  his  partner’s  share 
in  1912.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Osenider  has  been 
improving  his  business  until  he  has  attained  a 
foremost  position  in  his  line  in  Venango  County, 
solely  through  his  own  efforts,  having  returned 
the  appreciation  of  his  patrons  in  good  measure 
by  irreproachable  service  in  his  dealings  with 
them  both  of  business  and  official  nature.  Since 
1917  he  has  been  doing  business  as  John  W. 
Osenider,  giving  his  entire  attention  to  undertaking, 
using  as  quarters  the  commodious  rooms  of  the 
entire  first  floor  of  the  Masonic  Building. 

Though  he  has  been  in  his  present  line  com¬ 
paratively  few  years  on  his  own  account,  Mr. 
Osenider  has  made  surprising  "headway,  at  present 
being  one  of  the  leading  undertakers  in  this  part 
of  Pennsylvania.  In  order  to  fit  himself  better 


for  the  practical  duties  of  his  profession,  he  took 
a  course  in  the  United  States  Embalming  School, 
Pittsburgh,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  and  he 
has  maintained  the  highest  standards  in  every 
detail  of  service  arranged  for  his  patrons,  no 
city  of  metropolitan  pretensions  affording  any¬ 
thing  better.  He  carries  a  full  line  of  caskets  and 
all  other  funeral  supplies,  having  a  well-appointed 
display  parlor;  has  provided  a  public  funeral 
chapel,  and  has  fitted  up  a  morgue,  tie  was  the 
first  undertaker  at  Oil  City  to  install  automobile 
service,  his  equipment  now  including  two  auto¬ 
mobile  ambulances,  and  two  private  cars,  as  well 
as  a  horse-driven  hearse  and  ambulance.  In  1910 
he  put  the  first  automobile  ambulance  in  Oil  City 
into  service,  making  his  first  call  on  August  5, 
of  that  year.  In  1917  Mr.  Osenider  was  elected 
coroner  of  Venango  County,  in  which  incumbency 
he  has  given  such  thorough  satisfaction  that  he 
has  held  the  office  continuously  since  his  first 
election,  and  was  reelected  November,  1925. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Osenider  has  many  connections 
in  Oil  City,  holding  membership  in  Latonia  Lodge, 
No.  1018,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of 
which  he  has  served  as  treasurer  for  many  years; 
Lodge  No.  344,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks;  the  Modern  Woodmen;  Protected  Home 
Circle,  No.  24;  Loyal  Order  of  Moose;  Oil  City 
Gun  Club,  and  the  National  Security  League. 
Like  his  father,  Mr.  Osenider  is  a  staunch  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics,  and  his  associations  are  with 
the  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Osenider  was  married  to  Ellen  Blanche 
Holland,  born  December  n,  1863,  at  Duncans- 
ville,  Blair  County,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of 
Captain  Thomas  Holland.  Of  the  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osenider,  four  are  deceased,  one 
having  died  in  infancy;  Louis,  met  an  accidental 
death  when  sixteen  years  old;  Ralph  D.,  aged 
fourteen,  was  fatally  shot  while  out  hunting;  and 
Philip  D.,  born  November  6,  1894,  was  educated 
in  the  Oil  City  High  School,  trained  in  the  under¬ 
taking  business,  served  seven  months  on  the  Mexi¬ 
can  Border  prior  to  his  serving  in  the  World 
War;  married  Isabelle  Smith,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Smith,  citizens  of  high  repute, 
of  Oil  City.  He  died  in  1924,  mourned  by  all  who 
knew  him.  There  are  two  surviving  sons :  Joseph 
F.,  born  in  1890,  formerly  a  railroad  trainman; 
served  in  the  United  States  Aviation  Corps  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War;  and  J.  Wade,  Jr.,  of  whom 
further. 
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J.  Wade  Osenider,  Jr.,  was  born  March  29, 
1892.  He  was  educated  in  the  lower  schools  at 
Oil  City,  and  Riverview  Academy,  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York,  a  boy’s  military  preparatory  school, 
and  at  the  New  York  Medical  School  in  demi- 
surgery,  fitting  himself  for  full  charge  of  the 
embalming  and  ambulance  work  in  his  father’s 
establishment,  and  has  had  efficient  training  in 
post-mortem  work  in  the  Hudson  River  Hospital. 
He  served  for  nine  years  as  a  member  of  the  16th 
Regiment,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard ;  served 
in  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  the  112th  Infantry, 
from  which  he  was  honorably  discharged.  He 
is  a  member  of  Oil  City  Lodge,  No.  344,  Benev¬ 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  Latonia 
Lodge,  No.  1018,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  of  Oil  City;  Lodge  No.  78,  Loyal  Order 
of  Moose;  and  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Annie  Belle  Timmons,  of  Turbeville,  South 
Carolina.  Miss  Timmons  was  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  E.  Timmons,  members  of 
fine  old  Southern  families,  Mr.  Timmons  being 
cashier  of  the  Turbeville  National  Bank.  Mrs. 
Osenider  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Medical  College,  Augusta,  Georgia. 

(The  Holland  Line). 

Captain  Thomas  Holland,  father  of  Mrs.  John 
Wade  Osenider,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Blair  County, 
Pennsylvania,  born  near  Duncansville,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years  after  an  active 
career;  he  served  eighteen  months  in  the  Mexican 
War,  enlisting  at  Altoona,  Pennsylvania;  in  the 
Civil  War  was  captain  of  the  Scott  Rifles,  a  volun¬ 
teer  company,  serving  three  years,  taking  part  in 
many  battles  and  overland  marches.  Captain 
Holland  and  his  brother  George  were  well  edu¬ 
cated,  the  latter  serving  fifteen  years  as  principal 
of  the  Duncansville  Schools,  and  Captain  Holland 
also  taught  for  several  terms  during  his  young 
manhood.  During  most  of  his  life  he  was  a 
stationary  engineer,  serving  in  that  capacity  in 
the  Cambria  Iron  Works  at  Duncansville  for 
years ;  later  he  ran  an  engine  for  the  same  company 
at  Hollidaysburg,  Blair  County;  removed  to 
Columbia  Farm,  Venango  County,  where  he  ran 
engines  at  pumping  stations  for  twelve  years  and 
on  his  return  to  Hollidaysburg  was  so  occupied 
until  his  retirement.  Captain  Holland  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  a  Catholic  in  religion, 
belonging  to  St.  Stephen’s  Church  at  Duncans¬ 
ville,  and  both  he  and  his  wives  are  buried  in  St. 


Catherine’s  Cemetery  at  that  place.  His  first  wife, 
Mary  Ellen  (Gilday)  Holland,  was  the  daughter 
of  Patrick  Gilday,  who  came  from  Scotland,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  the  mother  of 
nine  children:  1.  John,  who  married  Anna  Fitz¬ 
gerald.  2.  David,  whose  wife’s  name  was  Mary. 

3.  Frank,  of  Connellsville,  Pennsylvania,  a  plumber. 

4.  Ellen  Blanche  (Mrs.  Osenider).  5.  William. 
6.  Martha,  widow  of  George  Moyer,  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  War,  in  which  he  served  two  years  and 
nine  months,  and  subsequently  an  engineer  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad.  7.  Mollie,  widow  of  Isaac 
Watt,  an  engineer  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 
8.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Benjamin  Carle.  9.  Hester, 
deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Duncan  McDougall. 


GEORGE  T.  BUCHANAN,  wholesale  grocer, 
of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  has  one  of  the  largest 
establishments  in  that  line  in  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  is  probably  best  known  in  business 
circles  in  that  connection.  He  was  born  June  27, 
1867,  on  a  farm  in  Cherryhill  Township,  Indiana 
County,  the  son  of  William  L.  and  Mary  M. 
(Widdowson)  Buchanan. 

The  Buchanan  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  ex¬ 
traction,  as  Mr.  Buchanan’s  great-grandfather 
was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  of  Scotch 
parentage,  and  came  to  America  soon  after  his 
marriage.  He  settled  in  Butler  County  about  the 
year  1805,  where  he  engaged  in  the  business  of 
farming  and  distilling.  His  son,  George  Buchanan, 
was  born  in  1810,  and  spent  most  of  his  life  as  a 
school  teacher  and  lay  preacher,  and  prior  to  the 
Civil  War  was  one  of  the  most  aggressive  and  in¬ 
fluential  abolitionists  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

William  L.  Buchanan,  son  of  George  Buchanan, 
and  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  County  in  1840,  but  removed  in 
early  boyhood  to  Indiana  County,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death  in  1913,  being  engaged  most  of  his 
business  life  as  a  farmer  and  merchant.  When  the 
Civil  War  broke  out  he  helped  organize  Company 
A,  61  st  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
served  for  thirty-eight  months  with  that  com¬ 
pany,  which  was  a  part  of  the  “Army  of  the 
Potomac,”  and  saw  some  of  the  most  severe 
service  in  that  war.  He  lost  his  right  arm  in  the 
battle  of  Fort  Stevens,  in  defense  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  July  14,  1864,  while  leading  his  com¬ 
pany  against  the  forces  of  the  Confederate  Army 
who  were  making  a  determined  effort  to  enter  and 
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destroy  our  capitol.  In  recognition  of  his  military 
services  and  patriotism,  he  was  honored  by  the 
Indiana  (Pennsylvania)  Camp  of  Sons  of  Vet¬ 
erans,  whose  official  name  is  “William  L.  Buchanan 
Camp  No.  177.” 

George  T.  Buchanan  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  attended  the  Indiana  State  Normal 
School.  He  taught  two  terms  in  the  public 
schools  of  Indiana  County,  after  which  he  engaged 
in  the  general  merchandise  business  with  his 
father  in  Dixonville,  Pennsylvania.  This  con¬ 
tinued  for  two  years,  when  Mr.  Buchanan,  in 
1890,  removed  to  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  which 
was  rising  from  the  ruins  of  the  great  flood  of 
1889.  There  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
for  himself,  and  was  occupied  in  this  way  until 
1895,  when  he  associated  himself  as  a  traveling 
salesman  with  Francis  H.  Leggett  &  Company, 
wholesale  grocers,  of  New  York  City.  He  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  capacity  until  1905.  He  next  bought 
a  half  interest  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business  of 
Mabon,  Bennett  &  Company  of  Indiana,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  the  firm  name  was  changed  to 
Buchanan  &  Bennett.  In  1909  he  bought  out  his 
partner’s  interest  and  since  then  has  conducted  the 
business  under  his  own  name.  In  1920  his  son- 
in-law,  C.  Gilbert  Wolfenden,  came  into  active 
office  management  and  has  gradually  taken  over 
a  large  share  of  the  responsibilities.  Since  1926 
Mr.  Buchanan  has  practically  retired. 

George  T.  Buchanan  is  connected  in  an  unofficial 
way  with  many  business  activities,  and  is  a  director 
of  the  Savings  and  Trust  Company,  Indiana,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  is  a  member  of  Indiana  Lodge,  No. 
313,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  of  William  L. 
Buchanan  Camp,  No.  177,  Sons  of  Veterans;  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce ;  the  Rotary  Club,  hav¬ 
ing  been  its  second  president,  and  in  April,  1926, 
was  unanimously  elected  governor  of  the  Thirty- 
third  District  Rotary  International ;  of  the  Indiana 
Country  Club;  the  Cosmopolitan  Club;  the  Ingle- 
side  Literary  Club ;  and  the  Presbyterian  Church ; 
and  is  a  teacher  of  the  Men’s  Bible  Class  of 
approximately  one  hundred  and  forty  members. 

George  T.  Buchanan  married.  May  1,  1891,  Jen¬ 
nie  Davison,  daughter  of  William  S.  Davison,  since 
deceased,  and  Rebecca  (Rowland)  Davison,  now 
living  in  Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Buchanan  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Edith 
D.,  now  Mrs.  C.  Gilbert  Wolfenden,  of  whom  fur¬ 
ther;  and  William  Paul,  deceased,  of  whom 
further. 


Edith  D.  (Buchanan)  Wolfenden  is  a  graduate 
of  Indiana  State  Normal  School  and  is  an  accom¬ 
plished  musician,  having  studied  at  the  Boston 
Conservatory  of  Music  and  at  Syracuse  Uni¬ 
versity.  She  is  active  in  social  and  club  affairs. 
She  married,  September  2,  1920,  C.  Gilbert  Wol¬ 
fenden,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children : 
Charles  Gilbert,  Jr.,  and  George  Buchanan  Wol¬ 
fenden. 

C.  Gilbert  Wolfenden  was  born  in  Clearfield 
County,  Pennsylvania,  the  son  of  Charles  and  Nel¬ 
lie  (Hanforth)  Wolfenden,  both  natives  of  Eng¬ 
land,  but  now  living  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Pittsburgh 
and  entered  the  University  of  Syracuse,  New  York. 
While  there,  his  studies  were  interrupted  by  the 
World  War  and  he  joined  the  army  forthwith. 
He  was  assigned  to  the  37th  Division  (Ohio 
National  Guard)  at  Camp  Sheridan,  Alabama. 
Thence  he  was  transferred  to  the  Military  Train¬ 
ing  School  at  Camp  Taylor,  Kentucky.  He  was 
commissioned  first  lieutenant,  and  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  service  December  24,  1918,  at 
Fort  Sell,  Oklahoma.  He  completed  his  schol¬ 
astic  training  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
class  of  1920,  when  he  received  the  degrees  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  and  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Psi  Upsilon  and  Phi  Delta  Phi 
fraternities.  His  clubs  are:  the  Kiwanis  and  the 
Indiana  Country,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church ;  and  an  active  Republican. 
He  entered  the  office  of  George  T.  Buchanan, 
where  he  has  made  an  unqualified  success. 

William  Paul  Buchanan  was  bom  in  Johns¬ 
town,  Pennsylvania,  and  passed  his  childhood  in  that 
city  until  the  family  moved  to  Indiana,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  1900.  He  attended  the  Model  School,  the 
Indiana  Normal  School,  and  prepared  for  college 
at  Mercersburg  Academy,  where  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  school  life  and  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Student  Board  of  Managers,  chosen  from 
the  leading  members  of  the  senior  class.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Glee  Club,  president  of  the 
Dramatic  Club,  and  for  three  successive  years  took 
a  leading  part  in  the  School  Play.  He  delivered 
the  declamation  at  commencement  and  was  class 
donor,  having  been  selected  for  these  honors  be¬ 
cause  of  his  recognized  ability  as  a  public  speaker. 
After  graduating  from  Mercersburg,  he  entered 
the  Wharton  School  of  Finance,  connected  with 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  There  he  was  a 
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member  of  the  Mask  and  Wig  Club  and  the  Glee 
Club.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Omega  Chi  and 
Zeta  Psi  fraternities,  of  William  L.  Buchanan 
Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  the  Baptist  Church 
of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  sang  in  the 
choir. 

William  Paul  Buchanan  possssed  a  fine  patriot¬ 
ism,  and  enlisted  in  the  Marine  Service  in  June, 
1918,  believing  that  organization  would  be  the  first 
to  give  him  an  active  part  in  the  war  with  Ger¬ 
many.  He  took  preliminary  training  at  Paris 
Island,  South  Carolina,  and  was  inspector  of  muni¬ 
tions  of  Heavy  Artillery  at  the  Officers’  Training 
School  at  Quantico,  Virginia,  at  the  time  the 
Armistice  was  signed.  After  being  honorably 
discharged  from  the  Marine  service  in  December, 
1918,  William  Paul  Buchanan  entered  the  office 
of  his  father,  George  T.  Buchanan,  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  grocery  business  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  gradually  assuming  responsibility  in  the 
management  of  that  enterprise.  The  evening  of 
July  30,  1919,  he  visited  a  camp  near  South  Bend, 
in  Armstrong  County,  where  many  of  his  friends 
were  enjoying  an  outing.  While  swimming,  he 
was  suddenly  stricken  with  heart  trouble  and  died 
before  help  could  reach  him.  Because  of  his 
wide  circle  of  acquaintances,  his  popularity  with  all 
classes  of  people,  and  his  prominence  in  all 
activities  in  which  he  was  engaged,  his  tragic 
death  caused  a  real  shock  to  the  community,  and 
profound  sorrow  wherever  he  was  known.  Mr. 
Buchanan  was  the  first  World  War  veteran  to  be 
buried  in  Oakland  Cemetery,  where  his  body  lies 
beside  that  of  his  grandfather,  who  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War. 

In  honor  to  his  memory  and  because  of  his 
love  for  his  alma  mater,  and  William  Paul’s 
interest  in  religious  and  literary  activities,  at 
Mercersburg  Academy,  his  father  has  endowed 
that  institution  with  a  fund  of  $4,000  the  interest 
of  which  is  paid  out  annually  in  six  prizes  to 
students  for  the  best  essay  and  examination  on 
‘‘The  Sermon  on  the  Mount.” 


GEORGE  BOYLES  WOODBURN— Import¬ 
ant  in  the  civic,  business  and  social  life  of  the  town 
his  family  has  played  a  significant  part  in  building, 
George  Boyles  Woodburn  lives  up  to  the  family 
traditions  of  public  service. 

(I)  The  Woodburn  family  in  America  is  de¬ 
scended  from  John  Woodburn,  of  Scotch-Irish 


ancestry,  who  was  born  in  County  Down,  Ireland, 
about  1805,  and  died  in  Freeport,  Pennsylvania, 
March  15,  1849.  Although  the  oldest  son,  he 
surrendered  the  rights  of  primogeniture  in  order  to 
emigrate  to  America.  Family  opposition  broke 
down  in  the  face  of  his  determination,  and  he 
came  to  this  country  between  1825  and  1832, 
settling  first  in  Philadelphia.  Soon,  however,  he 
removed  to  Westmoreland  County,  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  established  a  small  store  on  the 
Greensburg  Turnpike,  not  far  from  the  city  of 
Greensburg.  Although  he  prospered  there,  he  sold 
out  and  moved  to  Slate  Lick,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  dry  goods  business  with  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Horner,  who  proved  a  rascal.  When  Horner 
journeyed  East  to  lay  in  a  new  stock  of  goods,  he 
vanished  with  most  of  the  small  capital  of  the 
firm.  Mr.  Woodburn  then  had  to  retire  from  that 
business.  Moving  to  Freeport,  he  again  set  up  a 
dry  goods  establishment,  which  prospered  and  had 
yielded  him  a  comfortably  small  fortune  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  Mr.  Woodburn  was  a  strict  Pres¬ 
byterian  and  served  as  an  elder  of  the  church  for 
many  years.  His  reputation  for  integrity  and 
fair  dealing  was  high.  He  married  Jane  Hutchin¬ 
son,  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  who  died 
March  15,  1885.  One  of  their  seven  children  was 
Robert  H.  Woodburn,  father  of  George  B.  Wood¬ 
burn,  of  this  Teview. 

(II)  Robert  H.  Woodburn  was  born  in  Free¬ 
port,  February  5,  1837,  and  at  eleven  years  of 
age,  owing  to  the  death  of  his  father,  was  obliged 
to  make  his  own  living.  He  went  to  Allegheny 
and  secured  a  position  with  James  Caldwell,  a 
merchant.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  when 
the  call  came  for  volunteers,  he  enlisted  two  com¬ 
panies  of  one  hundred  men  each,  serving  as  a  non¬ 
commissioned  officer  in  one  of  them,  and  was 
engaged  in  some  of  the  hardest  struggles  of  the 
battlefield  at  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  and 
Chancellorsville.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr. 
Woodburn,  having  by  his  fearlessness  been  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  true  leading  military  spirit,  and  pro¬ 
moted  to  captaincy,  by  which  title  he  was  famil¬ 
iarly  known  always  after,  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  brother  James,  conducting  a  wholesale 
and  retail  dry  goods  business,  which  later  became 
wholesale  exclusively,  and  is  known  as  the  J.  & 
R.  H.  Woodburn  Company.  Mr.  Woodburn  was 
an  active  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
and  served  as  its  elder  for  over  forty-five  years. 
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and  was  particularly  interested  in  Sunday  School 
work.  He  was  what  one  might  term  “the  father  of 
baseball”  in  Franklin,  having  introduced  this  form 
of  athletics  upon  his  return  from  the  Civil  War, 
and  in  the  opening  chapter  of  James  B.  Borland’s 
book,  “Fifty  Years  of  Baseball,”  is  an  article 
which  speaks  of  Mr.  Woodburn’s  activities  in  that 
line. 

Mr.  Woodburn  was  married  to  Nancy  Boyles 
on  March  15,  1866,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
Dinah  (McClelland)  Boyles,  and  to  them  were 
born  four  children:  George  Boyles,  of  further 
mention;  Jennie  (Mrs.  George  E.  Glines)  ;  Robert, 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  H.  Percival,  also  de¬ 
ceased.  Mrs.  Woodburn’s  death  occurred  June  28, 
1918,  and  Mr.  Woodburn  died  August  13,  1922. 

(Ill)  George  Boyles  Woodburn  was  born  in 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  May  9,  1869,  eldest  child 
of  Robert  H.  and  Nancy  (Boyles)  Woodburn. 
The  business  which  his  father  established  in  1863 
is  still  being  conducted  with  wholesale  and  retail 
departments.  The  son,  George  B.,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Franklin,  and  at  the 
famous  Hill  School,  Pottstown,  Pennsylvania.  His 
first  stated  business  connection  was  with  J.  & 
R.  H.  Woodburn  at  Franklin,  for  whom  he  trav¬ 
eled  as  a  salesman  for  ten  years.  With  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  about  eight  years,  when  he  was  engaged 
in  the  oil  business  at  Clintonville,  Pennsylvania, 
he  has  been  continuously  with  the  Woodburn  firm. 
For  ten  years  he  has  been  vice-president  of  the 
Exchange  Bank  of  Franklin  and  secretary  of  its 
board  of  directors,  of  which  he  is  a  member.  He 
is  a  director  of  the  Franklin  Electric  Company, 
and  has  been  secretary  and  treasurer  of  Woodburn, 
Cone  &  Company,  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is 
a  Republican  and  actively  interested  in  local 
politics. 

Mr.  Woodburn  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  (Blue  Lodge).  His  clubs  are 
the  Franklin,  the  Wenango  Country,  the  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Rotary.  His  religious  connection  is 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Woodburn  married,  February  4,  1903,  in 
Franklin,  Anna  Mary  Bleakley,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  James  and  Mary  S.  (Lamb)  Bleakley  (see 
Bleakley  III).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodburn  are  the 
parents  of  one  daughter,  Margaret  Anne,  born 
August  8,  1906.  Like  her  husband,  Mrs.  Wood¬ 
burn  is  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  a  member  of 
a  family  important  in  local  history. 


(The  Bleakley  Line). 

(I)  John  Bleakley,  progenitor  of  the  American 
line  of  Bleakleys,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Merley, 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  October  20,  1788.  With 
his  wife  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  June,  1819, 
introduced  by  an  excellent  letter  from  his  pastor, 
a  Presbyterian  minister,  and  the  following  demit 
from  his  Masonic  Lodge,  No.  91 1,  Jurisdiction 
of  Ireland : 

To  All  to  Whom  it  May  Concern :  We  the 
Master,  Wardens  and  Secretary  of  Lodge  No. 
91 1,  held  in  the  town  of  Merley,  and  County 
Tyrone,  and  on  the  Registry  of  Ireland,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  bearer,  Mr.  John  Bleakley,  is  a 
regular  registered  Master  Mason  in  said  Lodge, 
and  during  his  stay  with  us  behaved  himself  as 
an  honest  brother.  Given  under  our  hands  and 
seal  of  our  Lodge  in  our  Lodge  room,  dated  this 
12th  day  of  June,  1819,  and  of  Masonry  5819. 

The  above  is  signed  by  Matthew  Hunter, 
master;  James  Bleakley,  senior  warden;  James 
Dougherty,  junior  warden;  and  John  Hanna, 
secretary.  John  Bleakley  first  settled  in  Berks 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1833  removed  to 
Venango  County,  where  he  located  permanently 
and  died  September  n,  1869.  His  wife  died  soon 
after  their  arrival  in  this  country,  leaving  one  son, 
James,  of  whom  further. 

(II)  James  Bleakley,  son  of  John  Bleakley, 
was  born  near  Unionville,  Berks  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  September  13,  1820,  and  died  October  3, 
1883.  He  was  early  apprenticed  to  the  printing 
trade  for  a  three  year  term,  after  which  he  worked 
for  three  years  in  Butler,  Pennsylvania.  In  spite 
of  the  limitations  in  his  formal  education,  he 
worked  hard  and  studied  alone  until  he  acquired 
a  fairly  good  education  which  he  put  to  use.  as 
the  publisher  of  a  newspaper  in  Franklin,  in  part¬ 
nership  with  John  Shugert.  They  continued  to 
publish  the  “Democratic  Arch”  for  about  one  and 
a  half  years,  from  1842  to  late  in  1843,  and  the 
complete  files,  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
Bleakley  family,  are  the  earliest  continuous  files 
extant  for  a  Venango  County  paper.  In  the 
spring  of  1844'  Mr.  Bleakley  engaged  in  business 
as  a  merchant,  and  through  thrift  and  close  appli¬ 
cation  to  work  was  enabled  to  accumulate  a  little 
money,  which  he  invested  in  real  estate  in  Franklin 
and  throughout  the  county.  In  1849  he  erected  the 
building  occupied  for  many  years  by  the  Inter¬ 
national  Bank.  He  continued  as  a  merchant  for 
some  twenty  years.  For  several  years  after  1851 
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he  was  associated  with  A.  P.  Whitaker  in  the 
publication  of  the  “Venango  Spectator.”  In  1851 
he  was  elected  county  treasurer,  holding  the  office 
for  two  years.  In  1864  he  assisted  in  organizing 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Franklin,  occupying  the 
position  of  cashier  until  1867.  The  following  year 
he  opened  the  International  Bank,  for  many  years 
one  of  the  best  known  financial  institutions  of  this 
country,  of  which  he  was  president  until  his  death. 
Mr.  Bleakley  was  connected  with  many  other 
enterprises,  including  a  tannery,  foundry,  oil  re¬ 
finery  and  tinning  establishment,  and  he  continued 
to  transact  real  estate  operations.  From  1859  un¬ 
til  his  death  he  dealt  in  oil,  being  a  purchaser  of 
the  Galloway  tract  and  out  lot  No.  8,  famous  for 
their  production  of  Franklin  lubricating  oil.  The 
block  built  by  him  on  Liberty  Street,  Franklin, 
is  one  of  the  most  substantial  in  the  city.  Mr. 
Bleakley  was  a  Democrat  until  Buchanan’s  election 
as  President  in  1856,  when  he  transferred  his 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  Party.  He  was 
burgess  of  Franklin  for  several  years,  and  served 
in  the  councils  of  both  borough  and  city.  James 
Bleakley  married  Elizabeth  Dubbs,  daughter  of 
Jacob  Dubbs,  from  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  a 
pioneer  merchant  in  Franklin,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  William  James  Bleakley,  of  whom  fur¬ 
ther,  and  of  other  children. 

(Ill)  William  James  Bleakley  was  born  in 
Franklin,  July  6,  1849,  and  died  September  27, 
1908,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Dubbs)  Blake¬ 
ley.  He  was  educated  in  the  local  public  schools, 
with  courses  at  Waterford  Academy  and  Oberlin 
College.  At  an  early  age  he  entered  upon  a  busi¬ 
ness  career  that  was  destined  to  be  continuous. 
He  was  teller  in  the  First  National  Bank.  In 
1868,  when  his  father  established  the  International 
Bank,  William  James  Bleakley  became  cashier,  and 
in  1883,  when  his  father  died,  he  was  promoted  to 
president.  The  bank  continued  its  career  of  sub¬ 
stantial  prosperity  under  his  management.  He 
remained  in  the  office  of  president  until  1902,  when 
the  bank  became  the  Franklin  Trust  Company,  and 
he  retired  to  give  his  time  to  matters  of  import¬ 
ance,  particularly  in  the  extensive  and  varied  in¬ 
terests  of  the  Bleakley  estate,  of  which  he  was 
the  chief  executor.  At  the  same  time  he  became 
prominent  in  public  service.  He  was  president  of 
the  Venango  Water  Company  for  several  years,  an 
organizer  and  president  of  the  Franklin  Electric 
Company,  and  he  helped  organize  the  Franklin 
Steel  Casting  Company,  of  which  he  is  treasurer. 


He  was  identified  with  the  Marvin  Manufacturing 
Company  in  its  infancy,  and  brought  this  company 
from  a  state  of  practically  no  account  to  be  one 
of  the  largest  manufacturing  corporations  in  the 
city  to-day.  For  a  number  of  years  and  until  his 
death  he  was  a  trustee  of  the  State  Institution  at 
Polk,  and  his  counsel  was  highly  valued  by  the 
board  of  trustees  and  others  connected  with  the  in¬ 
stitution.  As  a  business  man  he  was  a  prodigious 
worker,  yet  doing  things  without  noise  or  osten¬ 
tation.  His  impulse  toward  the  practical  benefit 
of  others  was  evinced  in  his  management  of  the 
Bleakley  estate.  He  began  on  a  large  scale  the 
scheme  of  building  homes  for  people  of  limited 
means,  to  be  acquired  on  easy  payments,  and  many 
homes  on  Bleakley  Hill  and  Oak  Hill  attest  the 
beneficence  of  the  system.  Mr.  Bleakley,  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  filled  many  public  offices.  For  twelve  terms 
he  served  in  the  City  Council  and  was  elected 
mayor  in  1887,  1888  and  1891.  During  his  ad¬ 
ministration  he  succeeded  in  reducing  the  city 
debt  and  establishing  a  sinking  fund  for  the  ex¬ 
tinguishing  of  bonded  indebtedness.  In  1903  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  and 
was  serving  his  third  term  as  its  president  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Schools,  patrons  and  children 
found  in  him  a  constant  friend,  effective  and  faith¬ 
ful  in  every  detail  as  school  director.  The  fine 
new  high  school  building  is  largely  the  result  of 
his  efforts.  One  of  the  best  known  oil  men  in 
Pennsylvania,  he  was  an  able  financier,  a  true  and 
good  man,  who  exemplified  in  all  his  actions, 
public  and  private,  the  old  fashioned  virtues  of 
honesty,  square  dealing  and  brotherly  kindness. 
He  was  faithful  to  every  trust,  competent  and 
reliable  in  every  duty  that  devolved  upon  him. 
He  was  at  his  best  in  his  own  home,  which  was  his 
chief  joy,  and  which  was  the  center  of  a  delight¬ 
ful  hospitality.  Mr.  Bleakley  was  a  member  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a  member  of 
its  board  of  trustees.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
September  27,  1908,  the  Franklin  School  Board 
drew  up  resolutions  commemorating  his  able  and 
faithful  service. 

William  James  Bleakley  married,  May  17,  1876, 
Mary  Smith  Lamb,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Anna  (May)  Lamb.  Mrs.  Bleakley’s  father  was 
born  near  Bellefonte,  Center  County,  Pennsylvania, 
June  13,  1806,  and  died  November  18,  1863.  He 
was  early  apprenticed  to  the  tanner’s  trade.  In 
1829  he  removed  to  Allegheny  Township,  Venango 
County,  where  he  purchased  a  small  piece  of  land 
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in  the  woods,  on  which  he  built  a  log  cabin,  started 
a  tannery,  and  began  clearing  the  land  for  a  farm. 
This  farm  grew  to  be  one  of  the  largest  and  finest 
farms  in  the  county  and  the  cabin  became  a 
popular  wayside  inn,  while  the  humble  tannery 
expanded  into  an  extensive  mercantile  and  lumber 
business.  He  obtained  a  post  office  for  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  which  bore  his  name,  and  was  maintained 
in  his  home.  When  oil  was  discovered,  he  added 
that  to  his  business  interests.  He  was  an  active 
Democrat  until  Lincoln’s  nomination  for  President, 
when  he  became  a  Republican.  His  second  wife, 
whom  he  married,  February  1,  1853,  was  Mary 
Anna  May,  daughter  of  Rev.  Hezekiah  and 
Margaret  (White)  May.  Her  father,  born  in 
Haddam,  Connecticut,  December  25,  1773,  was  a 
graduate  of  Yale  College,  and  was  distinguished 
for  his  piety  and  learning.  Mary  Smith  Lamb, 
who  married  William  James  Bleakley,  was  the 
daughter  of  John  Lamb  by  his  second  wife,  Mary 
Anna  (May)  Lamb.  William  J.  and  Mary  Smith 
(Lamb)  Bleakley  were  the  parents  of  a  daughter 
Anna  Mary,  who  married  George  B.  Woodburn 
(see  Woodburn  III). 

With  such  a  sturdy  pioneer  family  as  a  back¬ 
ground,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodburn  had  high  ideals 
of  family  and  public  service  to  live  up  to,  and  they 
have  done  so  in  a  fine  spirit. 


HERBERT  G.  GATES— In  the  business, 
financial  and  civic  enterprises  of  the  city  of  Kit¬ 
tanning,  Herbert  G.  Gates,  vice-president  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Armstrong  County  Bank,  has  for  years 
been  an  active  participant,  with  the  view  of  being 
of  the  most  intelligent  and  efficient  service  pos¬ 
sible  to  the  community  as  a  whole.  Numerous  de¬ 
partments  of  activity,  both  in  his  own  immediate 
affairs  and  of  the  public  welfare,  have  engaged 
Mr.  Gates’  unselfish  devotion,  and  he  is  esteemed 
for  the  large  place  he  has  come  to  fill  among  the 
people. 

Herbert  G.  Gates  was  born  in  Armstrong 
County,  Pennsylvania,  February  2,  1881,  the  son 
of  William  L.  and  Mary  V.  (Barrett)  Gates,  both 
his  parents  having  been  natives  of  that  county, 
his  father  dying  in  1909  and  his  mother  in  1920. 
His  preliminary  education  was  received  in  the 
public  schools  of  Armstrong  County,  and  he  then 
took  a  course  in  the  Eastman  Business  College, 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  finishing  his  education  at 
Kittanning  Academy.  His  early  business  associa¬ 
tion  was  with  his  father  in  the  large  grain  store 


which  the  senior1  Mr.  Gates  conducted  over  a  long 
period  of  years,  and  in  the  Gates  mercantile,  fur¬ 
niture  and  carpet  establishment.  This  combination 
of  business  interests  was  among  the  most  im¬ 
portant  in  Kittanning,  and  with  its  success  Her¬ 
bert  G.  Gates  had  much  to  do  as  a  valued  associ¬ 
ate  of  his  father.  On  the  death  of  William  L. 
Gates,  sixteen  years  ago,  the  business  of  selling 
mercantile  goods,  furniture,  etc.,  was  discontinued, 
but  the  grain  store,  which  is  the  largest  store  of 
its  kind  in  that  section,  has  since  been  managed 
by  the  estate  of  William  L.  Gates.  It  is  one  of  the 
chief  commercial  assets  of  the  county  of  Arm¬ 
strong,  and  stands  as  a  monument  to  the  business 
acumen  and  personal  integrity  of  the  founder  and 
his  successors  in  the  management. 

Herbert  G.  Gates  possesses  a  native  capacity  for 
matters  of  finance.  For  the  past  quarter  century 
he  has  been  connected  with  the  Armstrong  County 
Bank,  the  strongest  institutions  of  the  district. 
He  began  in  the  comparatively  humble  position  of 
bookkeeper,  and  soon  showed  so  much  aptitude 
for  the  work  that  promotion  for  him  was  a  logical 
conclusion,  he  was  advanced  to  the  highly  respon¬ 
sible  position  of  treasurer,  and,  when  the  occasion 
arose  that  demanded  the  services  of  an  official  as 
acting  head  of  the  bank,  he  was  selected  to  fill 
that  place,  which  he  has  held  for  the  past  five 
years.  He  now  is  vice-president  and  treasurer  of 
the  bank. 

There  never  arises  an  emergency  in  the  line  of 
worthy  endeavor  that  calls  for  action  on  the  part 
of  Armstrong  County  or  Kittanning  people  that 
Mr.  Gates  is  not  one  of  the  very  first  to  make 
response.  This  willingness  to  serve  was  amply 
demonstrated  during  the  World  War,  when  he 
was  chairman  of  all  five  Liberty  Loan  drives,  was 
one  of  the  “four-minute”  speakers,  and  was  the 
organizer  and  was  active  in  Red  Cross  campaigns. 
So  efficient  was  his  service  and  so  gratifying  was  it 
to  the  authorities  at  Washington  that  he  was  made 
the  recipient  of  a  special  medal  from  the  United 
States  Government,  he  being  one  of  the  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty-three  men  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  to  be  so  honored. 

In  the  matter  of  politics,  Mr.  Gates  is  a  thor- 
oughgoing  Republican,  and  he  serves  the  munici¬ 
pality  of  Kittanning  as  president  of  the  Board  of 
Education.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Kittanning  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of  Malta,  and  his 
clubs  are  the  Kittanning  Country  and  the  Rotary, 
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of  which  latter  organization  he  was  the  organizer 
and  first  president. 

Mr.  Gates  married,  in  1901,  Winifred  Rohrer, 
daughter  of  Frederick  and  Mary  Rohrer,  of  Kit¬ 
tanning.  Their  children  are :  George,  Dorothy,  Her¬ 
bert,  Mary  V.,  Frederick  R.  and  Alfred  S. 

In  the  religious  endeavors  of  Kittanning  Mr. 
Gates  has  a  prominent  part.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  is  a  former  superintendent  of  its  Sunday 
school.  Thus  filling  so  many  and  varied  capacities 
in  the  different  walks  of  community  life  of  Kit¬ 
tanning  and  the  county,  it  is  with  sincere  com¬ 
mendation  that  Mr.  Gates’  contemporaries  esteem 
him  for  the  constructive  force  that  he  is. 


KARL  E.  HOOVER — Esteemed  among  the 
forward-looking  men  of  the  present  generation  in 
Kittanning  who  have  elected  banking  as  their  life 
work  is  Karl  E.  Hoover,  of  the  personnel  of  the 
Armstrong  County  Trust  Company,  of  which  Her¬ 
bert  G.  Gates  (see  preceding  biography)  is  vice- 
president  and  treasurer,  and  a  veteran  of  the 
World  War.  His  connection  with  this  strong 
Armstrong  County  institution  in  itself  carries 
recognition  of  personal  worth  and  an  ability  to 
grasp  financial  details.  To  be  made  a  member 
of  the  staff  of  this  bank  is  reckoned  as  something 
of  a  compliment,  since  the  standing  of  the  bank  is 
so  high  that  whoever  is  associated  with  its  con¬ 
duct  shares  its  prestige.  Mr.  Hoover  has  fitted 
into  the  place  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill,  and 
itt  seems  that  he  will  still  further  give  evidence  of 
his  right  to  advancement  as  the  occasion  shall  fur¬ 
nish  the  opportunity. 

Karl  E.  Hoover  was  born  in  Atwood,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  March  17,  1896.  After  completing  his  edu¬ 
cation  he  went  to  the  Armstrong  County  Trust 
Company,  joining  the  staff  June  1,  1920.  Mean¬ 
while,  he  gave  patriotic  service  at  the  battle  front 
in  France  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  112th  In¬ 
fantry,  28th  Division,  American  Expeditionary 
Forces.  As  a  mark  of  his  valor  in  the  great  con¬ 
flict  he  was  wounded.  Since  his  recovery  and  hon¬ 
orable  discharge  from  the  service  he  has  continued 
his  work  at  the  bank.  Mr.  Hoover  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Legion,  and  affiliated  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  His  religious  connection  is 
with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Hoover  was  married,  September  24,  1920, 
at  Buffalo,  New  York,  to  Catherine  Keener. 


HARRY  R.  GAULT — The  towns  of  Kittan- 
ning  and  Templeton,  Pennsylvania,  will  bear  the 
impress  of  the  constructive  and  beneficent  efforts 
of  the  Gault  family  for  many  years  to  come. 
Harry  R.  Gault  is  the  present  head  of  the  family, 
which  was  founded  in  this  particular  section  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  by  his  father, 
the  late  James  A.  Gault,  of  ever-honored  memory. 
Both  father  and  son  will  long  be  remembered  in 
these  communities,  for  while  building  up  their  own 
fortunes  and  prospering  in  worldly  goods,  they 
did  not  neglect  the  town  in  which  they  lived,  or 
lose  sight  of  its  needs.  The  welfare  of  Kittanning 
was  ever  close  to  their  hearts.  They  labored 
together  for  its  progress  and  advancement  con¬ 
stantly  and  conscientiously. 

Both  father  and  son  worked  for  the  prosperity 
of  Kittanning;  but  Templeton,  Pennsylvania,  owes 
its  very  existence  to  the  son  alone,  Harry  R.  Gault. 
Mr.  Gault  developed  the  town  practically  single- 
handed.  His  first  move  was  to  purchase  six  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land  and  the  mineral  rights.  He 
next  plotted  the  town  site,  and  then  secured  the 
location  of  a  brick  plant  through  the  Harbison- 
Walker  Refractories  Company,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.  A  large  plant  was  built,  streets 
were  laid  out  and  dwelling  houses  erected.  Sober, 
industrious,  home-loving  families  came  to  work 
in  the  plant — and  to-day  (1926)  finds  Templeton, 
Pennsylvania,  a  prosperous  town  of  four  churches, 
a  new  public  school  building,  several  rapidly  grow¬ 
ing  manufacturing  plants;  coal,  clay  and  limestone 
mines,  and  street  after  street  of  modest,  comfort¬ 
able  homes. 

Small  wonder,  then,  that  few  families  are  held 
in  higher  esteem  in  these  towns  than  the  Gault 
family.  The  reputation  built  up  by  the  senior  Mr. 
Gault  has  been  continued  by  the  junior  Mr.  Gault. 
Harry  R.  Gault  has  continued  the  prestige  and 
value  of  the  family  to  the  community,  not  only  as 
public  benefactors,  but  as  merchants  of  high  order. 
Mr.  Gault  is  a  man  of  extraordinarily  progressive 
and  constructive  qualities  in  whatsoever  he  under¬ 
takes,  and  his  broad  interests  in  the  welfare  of 
these  two  communities  have  secured  for  him  the 
well-merited  standing  of  one  of  the  most  influen¬ 
tial  citizens  of  each  town. 

A  genealogical  survey  of  Mr.  Gault’s  American 
forebears  is  herewith  presented:  Major  James 
Gault  was  the  American  progenitor  of  the  line 
herein  considered,  and  the  first  to  bear  the  ancient 
Gaelic  patronymic  in  the  United  States.  He  was 
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of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  was  a  native  of  either 
southern  Scotland  or  northern  Ireland.  He  served 
with  distinction  as  an  officer  in  the  Continental 
Army  during  the  War  of  1812,  in  which  he  was 
major  of  his  own  regiment.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Lawrence  County  (then  Mercer 
County),  Pennsylvania,  probably  coming  directly 
after  the  close  of  the  war.  He  became  one  of  the 
prosperous  farmers  of  Lawrence  County,  and  died 
there  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  but  the  maiden  name  of  his  wife  has  not  been 
preserved.  He  was  the  father  of  the  following 
children:  John;  Benjamin;  William  C.,  of  whom 
forward;  Elizabeth;  Polly;  Sarah  Jane,  and 
Lavina. 

William  C.  Gault,  third  of  the  seven  children  of 
Major  James  Gault,  died  in  the  year  1852.  He 
was  in  the  tanning  business  at  New  Wilmington, 
Pennsylvania.  He  married  Elizabeth  Banks,  whose 
death  occurred  in  1854.  William  C.  and  Elizabeth 
(Banks)  Gault  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
six  children:  James  A.,  of  whom  forward;  Ben¬ 
jamin  C. ;  Mary  Ann;  Margaret  Jane;  Rebecca, 
and  Elizabeth. 

James  A.  Gault,  eldest  of  the  six  children  of 
William  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Banks)  Gault,  was 
destined  to  become  the  founder  of  the  family  in 
Kittanning,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  subsequently 
became  one  of  the  foremost  business  men  and  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens.  He  was  born  in  New 
Wilmington,  Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania,  on 
December  4,  1838,  attended  the  public  schools  of 
that  town,  and  afterwards  matriculated  at  West¬ 
minster  College,  where  he  was  one  of  the  very 
first  students  to  enroll  in  that  educational  institu¬ 
tion.  Because  of  his  father’s  death  in  1852,  he 
left  college  when  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  and 
began  his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  at 
New  Wilmington,  remaining  there  for  two  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  removed  to  New  Castle, 
where  he  found  employment  as  a  clerk  in  a  mer¬ 
cantile  establishment;  and  in  1857  he  was  employed 
in  the  same  capacity  in  the  store  of  Dunlap,  Luker 
&  Company  at  Allegheny  City.  In  1864  he  came 
to  Kittanning  and  there  engaged  as  a  junior  part¬ 
ner  with  a  mercantile  firm,  afterwards  buying  out 
the  other  members  of  the  firm  and  continuing  in 
the  same  place  where  the  J.  A.  Gault  Company 
store  now  is,  occupying  the  identical  location  for 
sixty-one  years.  In  1884  when  the  Farmers’  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Kittanning  was  formed  he  was  a 
member  of  its  Board  of  Directors  and  its  senior 


vice-president,  becoming  president  in  1902  upon 
the  death  of  John  A.  Colwell,  and  continuing  in 
that  position  until  his  death  in  October,  1921.  He 
was  a  heavy  dealer  in  grain  and  feed,  and  owned 
a  large  elevator  at  Kittanning.  Known  for  his 
probity  and  his  invariably  straight  methods  of 
dealing,  he  was  the  pioneer  merchant  in  Kittanning 
to  pay  the  farmers  cash  for  their  products,  and 
thus  he  completely  revolutionized  the  business 
usages  of  the  day.  His  death  in  October,  1921, 
removed  from  Kittanning  a  man  whose  generosity 
and  philanthropy  had  earned  for  him  an  enviable 
reputation.  He  was  an  active  and  interested  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Blue  Lodge  of  the  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  of  Tancred  Commandery, 
No.  48,  Knights  Templar,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  James  A.  Gault  was  married  on  February 
27,  1862,  to  Emma  H.  Rutan,  a  daughter  of  Heze- 
kiah  Rutan,  of  Allegheny  City,  Allegheny  County, 
Pennsylvania.  James  A.  and  Emma  H.  (Rutan) 
Gault  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  1.  Clara  Rutan,  who  died  in  1876,  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years.  2.  Harry  R.,  of  whom  for¬ 
ward.  3.  May  Banks,  married  Floyd  C.  Jones.  4. 
Laura  Irwin,  the  wife  of  Frank  Geiger,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan. 

Harry  R.  Gault,  of  whom  this  biographical 
review,  was  born  in  Allegheny  City,  Allegheny 
County,  Pennsylvania,  on  August  7,  1864,  only  son 
of  James  A.  and  Emma  H.  (Rutan)  Gault.  His 
early  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools 
of  Kittanning,  whither  his  parents  had  removed 
when  he  was  but  an  infant.  Following  his  public 
school  training  he  entered  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Shortledge  Academy  of  Media,  Pennsylvania. 
He  embarked  upon  his  business  career  by  asso¬ 
ciating  himself  with  the  business  that  his  father 
had  established  at  Kittanning,  entering  as  a  clerk, 
and  working  his  way  up  from  one  department  to 
another.  Since  his  father’s  death  he  has  brought 
about  a  number  of  new,  extensive  and  very  prac¬ 
tical  changes  in  the  remodeling  of  the  plant  and 
in  the  application  of  metropolitan  ideas  to  the 
store  throughout,  thereby  making  it  an  establish¬ 
ment  everywhere  recognized  as  up-to-date  in  all 
matters. 

Likewise,  the  fact  that  Kittanning  brick  is  known 
practically  all  over  the  world  for  its  high  type  of 
manufacture  and  its  durability,  is  largely  due  to 
Mr.  Gault’s  efforts  in  locating  the  first  plant  for 
the  making  of  Kittanning  face  brick,  viz.,  the  Kit¬ 
tanning  Brick  &  Fire  Clay  Company,  and  this 
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product  has  been  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  to  many  of  the  South  American  coun¬ 
tries.  Mr.  Gault’s  activities  in  developing  a  thriv¬ 
ing  brick  industry  at  Templeton,  Pennsylvania — 
the  first  of  its  kind  in  Armstrong  County — has 
previously  been  mentioned. 

Mr.  Gault  represents  the  leading  banking  activi¬ 
ties  of  his  section  of  the  State.  He  has  been  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Armstrong  County  Trust  Company 
since  1913,  a  director  of  the  Farmers’  National 
Bank  of  Kittanning,  president  of  the  J.  A.  Gault 
Company  of  Kittanning,  and  organizer,  founder 
and  president  of  the  Templeton  Limestone  Com¬ 
pany.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Reinhold  Com¬ 
pany  of  Pittsburgh,  a  member  of  the  National 
Crushed  Stone  Association  of  the  United  States, 
a  member  of  the  Allegheny  River  Improvement 
Association,  and  was  one  of  the  ten  men  to  build 
the  first  electric  light  plant  for  furnishing  (domes¬ 
tic)  electricity  for  Kittanning.  In  his  political 
convictions  Mr.  Gault  is  a  staunch  Republican,  and 
with  his  vote  and  influence  supports  the  principles 
of  that  party.  During  the  period  of  the  late  World 
War  he  served  with  great  efficiency  as  chairman  of 
Civilian  Relief  of  the  Armstrong  County  Chapter 
of  the  American  Red  Cross. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Gault  is  affiliated  with  Blue 
Lodge,  No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  Cou- 
dersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite  of  the  Thirty-second  Degree;  Syria  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine; 
and  Tancred  Commandery,  No.  48,  Knights  Tem¬ 
plar,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  He  also  holds 
active  membership  in  the  Benevolent  and  Protec¬ 
tive  Order  of  Elks;  Washington  Grange,  No.  593, 
of  Armstrong  County;  Patrons  of  Husbandry; 
the  Americus  Club,  of  Pittsburgh;  the  Kittan¬ 
ning  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  which  he  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Industrial  Committee;  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Pittsburgh;  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  of  the  United  States ;  the  Rotary  Club ;  and 
a  charter  member  of  the  Kittanning  Country  Club. 
In  1906  Mr.  Gault  was  president  of  the  Kittanning 
Board  of  Trade;  in  1911  he  was  one  of  the  organ¬ 
izers  and  most  active  members  of  the  Business 
Men’s  Exchange  of  the  Borough;  and  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  he  served  as  president  of  the  Kittan¬ 
ning  General  Hospital.  Mr.  Gault  is  a  life  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Kittanning 
Cemetery,  and  a  foremost  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Kittanning. 


Harry  R.  Gault  was  married  at  Kittanning  on 
January  28,  1892,  to  Retta  Titzell,  a  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Caroline  (Graham)  Titzell,  of  Kit¬ 
tanning,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania  Col¬ 
lege  for  Women,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 
Harry  R.  and  Retta  (Titzell)  Gault  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children,  as  follows:  1.  James  A. 
Gault,  Jr.,  born  on  June  12,  1893;  a  graduate  of 
Harvard  University;  married  Winifred  Bowser, 
a  graduate  of  Wilson  College,  of  Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania ;  and  they  have  two  children,  James 
A.  Gault,  3rd,  born  May  9,  1918,  and  Kenneth  G. 
Gault,  born  July  n,  1922.  2.  Margaret  R.  Gault, 
born  June  15,  1900,  a  graduate  of  the  National 
Park  Seminary  of  Washington,  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia.  3.  Harry  G.  Gault,  an  undergraduate  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  born  December  21, 
1902. 


MARTIN-MARSH  FAMILIES— These  two 
old  and  well  established  families  of  Warren 
County,  Pennsylvania,  were  united  by  the  marriage 
of  Catherine  Eliza  Martin  and  Benjamin  Marsh. 
Mrs.  Marsh  resides  in  Russell,  Warren  County, 
Pennsylvania,  the  last  of  her  family  in  that  sec¬ 
tion,  widely  known  and  highly  respected. 

Her  grandfather,  John  Martin,  born  October 
IO>  17 55.  lived  first  in  Kent  County,  Delaware, 
and  after  his  marriage  moved  to  Venango  County, 
Pennsylvania,  settling  near  Franklin.  John  Martin 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  enlisting  from 
Delaware.  He  married  Catherine  Munford,  who 
was  born  in  1754,  in  Delaware,  January  14,  1778. 
John  Martin  died  June  11,  1832,  when  he  was 
nearly  seventy-seven  years  old,  and  his  wife  died 
May  1,  1840,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  Children: 
James,  John,  David,  Thomas,  of  whom  further; 
Betsy,  and  Elizabeth. 

Thomas  Martin,  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Munford)  Martin,  was  born  in  Kent  County, 
Delaware,  January  14,  1786.  He  was  a  boatman, 
who  moved  to  Pittsburgh  in  the  early  days  of  that 
city  and  took  the  first  boat-load  of  salt  from  there 
to  Chautauqua  Lake,  New  York.  He  finally  set¬ 
tled  in  what  is  now  Russell,  Warren  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  purchased  saw  mills  and  for 
many  years  engaged  in  the  lumbering  business. 
Late  in  life  he  purchased  a  farm  near  Akeley, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death,  January  14, 
1868,  being  buried,  however,  at  Russell,  as  was  his 
wife.  He  was  a  notable  man  in  his  time,  a  soldier 
of  the  War  of  1812,  sheriff  of  Warren  County  in 
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1834,  county  commissioner  for  two  terms  dating 
from  1831,  and  a  man  of  substance.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  a  strong  Universalist.  Thomas 
Martin  married  Mary  Portman,  daughter  of  John 
and  Catherine  (Goodlink)  Portman,  born  August 
1 7,  1799,  died  May  22,  1867.  John  Portman  was 
a  Revolutionary  soldier.  The  children  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  (Portman)  Martin:  Catherine,  David 
M.,  Mary  Jane,  Sarah  A.,  John  A.  J.,  Thomas  J., 
James  M.,  Phoebe  Ann,  Catherine  Eliza,  of  fur¬ 
ther  mention ;  and  Russell. 

Catherine  Eliza  Martin,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Portman)  Martin,  was  born  April  26,  1840, 
and  married  Benjamin  Marsh  on  January  1,  1861, 
by  whom  she  had  a  son,  John  W.  Marsh,  details 
of  whose  life  follow  those  of  his  father. 

(The  Marsh  Line). 

Grant  Marsh  was  born  in  Granville,  Washington 
County,  New  York,  December  8,  1796,  and  moved 
to  Russell,  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1822, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumbering  business, 
and  in  farming.  He  died  in  September,  1876.  He 
married  (first)  Catherine  Martin,  daughter  of 
James  Martin;  she  died  at  the  age  of  thirty, 
leaving  the  following  children:  John,  died  young; 
Benjamin,  of  whom  further;  John,  James,  Walter, 
Phoebe,  Martha,  and  Martin  L-  He  married 
(second)  Mrs.  Cornelia  Loucks,  and  they  had  three 
children :  an  infant,  unnamed,  Emily,  and  George. 

Benjamin  Marsh,  son  of  Grant  and  Catherine 
(Martin)  Marsh,  was  born  in  Pine  Grove  Springs, 
Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  June  22,  1832,  and 
died  in  Akeley,  April  2,  1908.  He  had  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  five  acres  there  which  he  culti¬ 
vated,  and  was  a  prosperous  and  substantial 
citizen.  He  married,  as  above  mentioned,  Cath¬ 
erine  Eliza  Martin,  and  they  had  a  son,  John  W. 
Marsh,  of  further  mention. 

John  W.  Marsh  was  born  April  13,  1864,  and  is  a 
farmer  near  Akeley.  He  married  Clara  Brown¬ 
ell,  daughter  of  O.  C.  Brownell,  of  the  same 
township. 


HON.  WILLIAM  HASSON,  late  of  Oil 
City,  Pennsylvania,  may  well  be  said  to  have 
been  one  of  the  most  influential  men  of  his  gen¬ 
eration  in  Venango  County,  as  well  as  in  the  entire 
oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania.  Always  active  in  the 
promotion  and  encouragement  of  every  effort  to 
advance  the  material  interests  of  local,  State,  or 
national  affairs,  and  ever  ready  to  bear  such 


burdens  financially,  he  won  for  himself  the  high 
honor  and  esteem  in  which  his  name  is  held  by  all 
classes. 

Mr.  Hasson,  who  was  a  son  of  James  and 
Sarah  (Fetzer)  Hasson,  belonged  to  old  and 
highly  respected  families  of  Pennsylvania.  Through 
his  paternal  line  he  was  of  Scotch  and  Huguenot 
ancestry,  while  through  that  of  his  mother  he 
was  of  English  and  German,  being  a  lineal  de¬ 
scendant  of  Frederick  and  Rachel  (Britain)  Fet¬ 
zer,  Colonial  Pennsylvania  Quakers,  and  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Frampton,  a  “merchant  residing  in  the  town 
and  county  of  New  York”  (1680),  a  Friend,  and 
Elizabeth  Potter,  his  wife,  whom  he  married  in 
Rhode  Island,  in  1680,  a  member  of  the  Potter 
family  from  whom  were  descended  the  distin¬ 
guished  Episcopal  Bishop  Potter  of  New  York 
of  the  past  century.  About  1682  or  1683,  William 
Frampton  removed  to  Philadelphia,  when  it  con¬ 
tained  but  three  hundred  houses,  and  where  he 
had  a  provincial  council  organized  March  10, 
1683.  At  a  council  meeting,  July  12,  1683,  accounts 
and  bills  due  “William  Fframpton”  were  pre¬ 
sented,  being  “for  tobacco,  pork,  Indian  corn, 
wheat,  etc.,  chiefly  tobacco,”  as  the  trade  at  this 
time  was  almost  entirely  with  the  West  Indies. 

William  (2)  Frampton  and  his  younger  brothers, 
grandsons  of  William  Frampton,  served  in  the 
Cumberland  County  militia  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  subsequently  purchasing  extensive 
tracts  of  forest  in  Western  Pennsylvania. 
Susanna  Frampton,  a  daughter  of  William  (2), 
and  his  wife,  Sarah  (Staley)  Frampton,  married 
Isaac  Fetzer,  and  was  the  mother  of  Sarah  (Fet¬ 
zer)  Hasson,  mother  of  Hon.  William  Hasson, 
who  was  born  at  Shippensville,  Clarion  County, 
March  27,  1833,  and  died  in  Oil  City,  May  15,  1923. 
As  early  as  1856,  William  Hasson  and  his  father, 
James,  and  family,  as  soon  as  the  purchase  of 
the  “furnace  tract”  (the  original  Cornplanter 
reservation)  had  been  made  by  Graff,  Hasson  & 
Company,  located  on  the  “flats”  of  what  is  now  the 
main  business  section  of  the  north  side  of  Oil 
City,  which  had  cost  $7,000.  In  1859,  soon  after 
Drake  struck  oil,  Mr.  Hasson  drilled  a  well  on 
his  own  land,  becoming  an  oil  producer,  which 
he  continued  to  be  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

In  the  sixties,  when  President  Lincoln  called  for 
defenders  of  the  flag  his  fathers  had  established, 
the  spirit  of  ’76  ran  high  and,  though  financial 
interests  were  luring,  Mr.  Hasson  joined  the 
Pennsylvania  militia  and  became  a  gallant  and 
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faithful  soldier  as  captain  of  Company  I,  originally 
known  as  the  Petroleum  Guards,  of  the  I42d  Regi¬ 
ment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  At  the  close  of 
the  war,  Captain  Hasson  returned  to  Oil  City, 
where,  through  his  fine  business  ability,  he  became 
one  of  the  city’s  most  honored  and  trusted  finan¬ 
ciers,  as  well  as  a  leader  among  men.  In  1875-76 
he  represented  Venango  County  in  the  legislature, 
and  also  in  1883-84  and  1899-1900.  As  a  staunch 
Democrat,  Captain  Hasson  sat  in  the  convention 
which  nominated  Grover  Cleveland  for  his  second 
term ;  in  the  session  which  nominated  Horace 
Greeley ;  and  the  session  which  nominated  Wood- 
row  Wilson  for  his  first  term. 

Captain  Hasson  was  progressive  in  every  detail, 
and  most  philanthropic.  Besides  giving  lots  for 
several  different  church  buildings  erected  on  the 
north  side  of  Oil  City,  Captain  Hasson  gave  six 
acres  of  land  for  the  Oil  City  Hospital,  and 
forty-four  acres  for  a  public  park  which  bears 
his  name,  and  which  is  a  joy  to  the  whole  city 
and  vicinity. 

In  1862,  prior  to  his  being  mustered  into  service, 
he  was  elected  the  first  burgess  in  the  borough  of 
Oil  City.  In  1863  he  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
bankers  of  the  place,  being  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  which  he  served  from  January, 
1866,  until  his  death,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
his  son  James,  who  is  the  present  president. 

At  Erie,  December  11,  1871,  Captain  Hasson 
was  married  to  Mary  Collins,  daughter  of  James 
and  Margaret  (Duffy)  Collins,  natives  of  Ireland, 
who  was  born  at  Cleveland,  June  23,  1850,  edu¬ 
cated  at  St.  Benedict’s  Academy,  Erie,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  died  August  24,  1925.  To  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Hasson  were  born  the  following  children : 
I.  James,  who  married  Emma  Sleeman.  2.  Sarah 
Margaret.  3.  Mary  Louisa,  wife  of  William  Owen 
Walker,  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
William  O.,  Jr.,  Mary  Louisa,  and  Sarah  Anne.  4. 
Jessie  Cecelia,  widow  of  Marion  Delmar  Ritchie, 
M.  D.,  late  of  Pittsburgh ;  children :  William 
Hasson,  Sarah  Louisa,  M.  Delmar,  John  G.,  and 
James  Hasson.  Captain  Hasson  and  family  have 
all  been  members  of  St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Hasson  being  buried 
in  the  family  plot  in  the  old  St.  Joseph’s  Cemetery. 


THOMAS  NEWTON  McKEE,  M.  D.— A 

general  medical  practitioner,  an  eminent  specialist 
in  internal  medicine,  and  an  expert  in  heart  and 
lung  troubles,  Dr.  McKee  is  known  throughout  the 


State  and  beyond  its  borders  for  his  service  to  his 
profession,  for  his  attainments  in  the  United 
States  military-medical  activities,  and  for  his 
executive  abilities  as  an  official  in  the  various 
medical  organizations  of  which  he  is  a  member. 
With  his  offices  long  established  in  Kittanning, 
he  is  a  prominent  figure  in  the  medical  world,  and 
his  interest  in  community  welfare  and  progress  is 
of  a  most  practical  and  thoroughgoing  type.  He 
is  a  son  of  Thomas  Vincent  McKee,  an  Armstrong 
County  farmer,  now  deceased,  who  served  two 
terms  as  county  commissioner,  and  Mary  (Craig) 
McKee. 

Dr.  Thomas  Newton  McKee  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  18,  1867,  in  Armstrong  County,  where  he 
attended  the  public  schools  and  Deanville  Academy. 
He  was  graduated  from  the  West  Pennsylvania 
Medical  College  in  the  class  of  1890,  with  his  med¬ 
ical  degree,  and  he  then  served  as  interne  at  the 
West  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  in  Pittsburgh.  Com¬ 
mencing  his  general  practice  at  Ford  City,  he  con¬ 
tinued  there  for  two  years,  when  he  removed  to 
Du  Bois  for  a  similar  period,  afterwards  establish¬ 
ing  his  present  headquarters  and  successful  prac¬ 
tice  at  Kittanning.  Dr.  McKee,  who  has  been 
one  of  the  leading  physicians  here  since  January, 
1896,  specializes  in  internal  medicine  and  in  heart 
and  lung  diseases.  He  is  a  former  president  of  the 
County  Medical  Society,  and  a  former  vice-  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  State  Medical  Society ;  and  he  has  been 
county  medical  director  for  the  Pennsylvania  De¬ 
partment  of  Health  ever  since  that  department 
was  established.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
allegiance,  and  with  his  vote  and  influence  sup¬ 
ports  the  principles  of  that  party. 

Dr.  McKee  enlisted  at  the  beginning  of  the 
World  War  as  a  first  lieutenant,  and  for  sixteen 
months  he  was  stationed  at  the  Camp  Dix  Base 
Hospital ;  since  then  he  has  been  appointed  to 
higher  office  from  time  to  time,  and  at  present 
he  is  lieutenant-colonel  in  command  of  the  343rd 
Regiment,  Medical  Reserve  Corps. 

Fraternally,  Dr.  McKee  is  affiliated  with  Lodge 
No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he 
is  a  Past  Master;  and  he  is  a  Past  High  Priest 
of  Orient  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  ;Past  Thrice 
Illustrious  Master  of  Kittanning  Council,  Royal 
and  Select  Masters;  Past  Eminent  Commander  of 
Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No.  1,  Knights  Templar; 
a  member  of  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  rite;  and  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Supreme  Council,  thirty-third  degree;  and  of 
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Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  also  for  ten  years  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest ;  and  he  is  now  serving 
his  second  year  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
He  is  an  elder  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Thomas  Newton  McKee  married,  Novem¬ 
ber  17,  1892,  Mary  Blanche  Wayman,  of  Louis¬ 
ville,  Kentucky,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  five 
children:  I.  Marcus  Vincent,  who  was  drowned 
when  he  was  seventeen  years  old.  2.  Earl  Wav- 
man,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
with  the  Civil  Engineer  degree ;  he  was  com¬ 
missioned  second  lieutenant  of  Company  B,  304th 
Engineers  of  the  World  War,  and  he  was  on  the 
front  lines  throughout  the  war.  He  is  now  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Engineers  Reserve  Corps.  He  is  now 
in  the  chief  engineer’s  office  of  the  Bessemer  & 
Lake  Erie  Railroad.  3.  Margaret  M.,  a  graduate  of 
Maryland  College,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution  Chapter  at  Kit¬ 
tanning.  4.  Thomas  Craig,  a  graduate  of  the  LTni- 
versity  of  Pittsburgh,  with  his  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree,  is  now  in  the  Medical  School  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  West  Virginia.  5.  Kenneth  Newton,  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  is  now 
assistant  registrar  at  the  University,  and  is  taking 
post-graduate  work  for  a  Master’s  degree. 


DANIEL  STEUBEN  HELMER— With  some 
member  of  the  family  in  several  generations  down 
to  the  present  engaged  with  patriotic  ardor  in 
important  wars  in  which  the  United  States  has 
participated,  Daniel  Steuben  Helmer  himself  not 
excepted,  this  well  known  attorney  of  Port  Alle¬ 
gany,  Pennsylvania,  can  point  with  pride  to  the 
fact  that  he  and  his  near  relatives  and  forebears — 
there  were  twenty-one  Helmers,  near  of  kin,  in 
the  Revolutionary  War  alone — have  done  their  part 
in  the  “constructive”  wars  of  this  country.  It 
may  be  that  the  fighting  blood  that  surges  in  his 
veins  has  furnished  him  something  of  the  urge 
that  has  enabled  him  to  take  his  place  in  the  front 
rank  of  lawyers  in  McKean  County  and  in  posi¬ 
tions  of  authority  and  influence  in  his  borough  of 
Port  Allegany.  He  is  licensed  to  practice  in  the 
courts  of  three  States  of  the  Union  and  in  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States.  He  possesses 
large  and  valuable  holdings  of  timber  and  gas 
lands  within  the  vicinity  of  the  borough,  and  is, 
in  fact,  a  substantial  and  cooperating  citizen  of  the 
community  in  whose  life  and  interests  his  own 
are  inseparably  bound  up. 


Gilbert  Helmer,  grandfather  of  Daniel  Steuben 
Helmer,  married  (first)  Margaret  Walrod;  mar¬ 
ried  (second)  Abbie  Miller.  His  children  by  the 
first  marriage:  1.  Highwell  Dunlap,  of  further 
mention.  2.  Louisa,  married  Peter  Yerden.  3. 
Amelia  Ann,  married  Rufus  Watson.  4.  Margaret 
married  Ralph  Sawyer.  5.  Steuben,  married  Han¬ 
nah  Ann  Livingston,  who  after  his  death  married 
Captain  Parker.  6.  Catharine,  married  Robert 
Nichols.  7.  Mary  Jane,  married  Gideon  Wilder. 
8.  John,  married  (first)  Mary  Walruth ;  married 
(second)  Emma  Hunt;  married  (third)  Theresa 
Dean.  The  father  of  Gilbert  Helmer  was  God¬ 
frey  (Gottfried)  Helmer,  who  married  Anna 

Marguerita  - .  He  was  a  soldier  of  the 

Revolutionary  War. 

Highwell  Dunlap  Helmer,  born  in  Cherry 
Valley,  New  York,  December  13,  1826,  died 
February  2,  1912;  married  Julia  Jordan  and  they 
had  seven  children :  1.  Roy,  died  in  infancy.  2. 

Adelbert  Dunlap,  married  (first)  Addie  Catlin, 
one  daughter  Lena;  married  (second)  Chloe 
(Lyman)  Manning.  3.  Erwin  Roy,  married  Josie 
Campbell  and  had  three  children :  Ora  B.,  mar¬ 
ried  Floyd  Shurtz;  Fred,  married  Mabel  Scott; 
Edna,  married  Max  Roys,  had  one  child:  Max,  Jr. 
4.  Daniel  Steuben,  of  whom  further.  5.  Mittie, 
married  (first)  Augustus  Lamhoffer;  (second) 
Walter  Morris.  6.  Ida,  married  Frank  Fanton, 
had  one  daughter,  Bessie  Fanton  (deceased).  7. 
Ada,  married  Charles  Greer,  had  two  children: 
Hazel,  married  Allanson  Kinney  and  had  two 
children:  Edna  Lois  (deceased)  and  Jack  Kinney; 
Harry  Helmer,  married  Jessie  Clark,  and  had 
two  children:  Charles  and  Jean.  Highwell  Dun¬ 
lap  Helmer  was  a  versatile  man  of  considerable 
ability,  he  and  two  of  his  brothers  fought  in  the 
Civil  War,  he  was  a  member  of  Company  A,  85th 
Regiment,  New  York  Volunteers,  and  was  given 
his  honorable  discharge  at  Newberne,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  June  28,  1865.  Highwell  Helmer’s  brother, 
John  Jordan,  was  a  captain  of  Company  H,  2d 
Regiment,  New  York  Mounted  Rifles.  Highwell 
Dunlap  Helmer’s  brother,  Steuben,  a  member  of 
Company  C,  67th  Regiment,  New  York  Volunteers, 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  When 
comrades  came  to  his  aid  he  said :  “Help  the  others 
first,  those  who  have  a  better  chance  for  life.” 
When  the  comrades  later  returned  a  fire  had  swept 
the  field  and  the  wounded  had  perished.  Highwell 
Dunlap  Helmer’s  sister  Louise  married  Peter 
Yerdon,  who  served  in  Company  A,  85th  Regi- 
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ment,  New  York  Volunteers.  His  uncle  on  the 
maternal  side,  Alva  Jordan,  was  made  a  prisoner 
at  Andersonville,  and  Stephen  Wilber,  husband  of 
Charity,  his  mother’s  sister,  also  served  in  Com¬ 
pany  A,  85th  Regiment,  New  York  Volunteers. 
In  the  World  War  the  Helmer  family  was  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  service  by  a  nephew,  Harry  Helmer 
Greer,  and  by  Walter  John  Hall  of  the  605th 
Regiment  of  England,  the  latter  a  brother-in-law 
of  Daniel  Steuben  Helmer,  also  by  the  latter’s 
son-in-law,  Robert  Goddard  Hartman  in  Company 
A,  Students  Army  Training  Corps.  Highwell 
Dunlap  Helmer  had  followed  the  trade  of  car¬ 
penter  and  was  a  justice  of  the  peace.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  merchant  and  conducted  a 
furniture  and  undertaking  establishment  in  associa¬ 
tion  with  his  partner,  H.  H.  Garthwait,  under  the 
style  of  Helmer  and  Garthwait,  at  Port  Allegany. 
David  Starr  Jordan,  a  near  kin  of  the  family, 
traces  Daniel  Steuben  Helmer’s  mother’s  line  back 
many  generations.  The  chancellor  Emeritus  of 
Leland  Stanford  University,  California,  states  that 
the  records  at  that  place  give:  John  Jordan,  born 
March  6,  1764,  and  his  wife,  Julia  (Swartout) 
Jordan,  born  1769;  and  their  children:  Michael, 
William,  Jesse,  James,  John,  Andrew,  Betsey, 
Isaiah,  Sally,  Jacob  Margaret  (Jordan)  Dysert. 
The  children  of  Andrew  and  Charity  (Nestle) 
Jordan  were:  Julia  married  Highwell  Dunlap 
Helmer;  William  L-,  married  Elizabeth  Moore; 
Jonas,  married  Phoebe  Moore;  Alvia,  married 
Hannah  Van  Velzor;  Charity,  married  Stephen 

Wilber;  Menzo,  married  Amelia  - ;  Sarah, 

married  Enos  Emerson;  Isaiah,  married  Juliana 
Wilber.  The  Jordans  have  held  their  annual 
family  reunions  at  Friendship,  New  York,  for 
thirty-five  years. 

Daniel  Steuben  Helmer,  born  May  23,  1863,  at 
Coleville,  McKean  County,  Pennsylvania, 'the  son 
of  Highwell  and  Julia  (Jordan)  Helmer,  obtained 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
McKean  County  and  at  schools  in  Spottsyl vania 
Court  House,  Virginia.  He  took  a  commercial 
course  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  whence  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1893.  He  took  a  law 
course  at  the  same  university,  and  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  the  class  of  1895.  He  took  a  post-  graduate 
course  in  law  at  Kent’s  College  of  Law,  Chicago, 
Illinois,  and  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar, 
practiced  his  profession  for  a  number  of  years 
previous  to  settling  at  Port  Allegany,  where  he 
has  his  office  at  Mill  and  Main  streets.  He  was 


admitted  to  practice  before  the  McKean  County 
courts  in  1900.  He  has  been  admitted  to  practice 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
and  before  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States. 
He  has  built  up  a  most  desirable  clientele  in  Port 
Allegany,  where  his  business  interests  also  are 
extensive.  Besides  large  tracts  of  timber  and  gas 
lands,  he  is  the  owner  of  two  farms. 

Mr.  Helmer  has  always  been  a  zealous  adherent 
of  the  Republican  Party.  He  has  served  McKean 
County  as  a  member  of  the  County  Committee, 
and  the  borough  of  Port  Allegany  as  borough 
attorney  and  a  member  of  the  Borough  Council, 
and  as  president  of  the  School  Board.  During  the 
World  War  he  rendered  patriotic  assistance  to 
the  United  States  government  by  serving  as  a 
deputy  to  receive  enlistments  for  Company  C, 
112th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

Mr.  Plelmer’s  fraternal  relations  embrace  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Noble  Grand,  and  he 
recently  received  from  the  order  a  “twenty-five 
year”  jewel  for  continuous  membership  for  that 
period.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Improved 
Order  of  Red  Men ;  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Business 
Men’s  Club  of  Port  Allegany  for  twenty  years; 
charter  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Veterans  of  the 
Civil  War ;  and  is  a  member  of  the  Rod  and  Gun 
Club.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helmer  have  been 
members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Port  Allegany. 

Mr.  Helmer  married,  September  2,  1903,  at 
Port  Allegany,  Bertha  Anne  Hall,  daughter  of 
John  Gilbert  and  Elnora  Betsy  (Grinolds)  Hall. 
They  are  the  parents  of :  1.  Doris  Marion,  born  at 
Harrison  Valley,  Pennsylvania,  May  24,  1904, 
married  Robert  Goddard  Hartman  and  has  two 
children:  Joyce  Lucille,  and  Lois  Marion.  2. 
James  McKinley,  born  at  Verona,  Pennsylvania, 
February  7,  1912. 

Mrs.  Daniel  Steuben  Helmer  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Port  Allegany  high  school  and  of  the  Clarion 
(Pennsylvania)  State  Normal  School,  where  she 
also  did  post-graduate  work.  She  was  a  teacher 
for  six  years  in  the  Port  Allegany  high  school. 
She  took  the  extension  course  in  journalism  at 
Pennsylvania  State  College.  She  holds  the  office  of 
Historian  in  Canoe  Place  Chapter,  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution ;  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union;  secretary 
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of  Canoe  Place  (Port  Allegany)  Historical  Soci¬ 
ety;  and  historican  for  the  Frank  Burt  Post,  No. 
258,  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

(The  Hall  Line). 

Mrs.  Helmer’s  ancestry  in  the  father’s  paternal 
line  goes  back  to  England.  The  Hall  family  was 
founded  in  America  by  Deacon  John  Hall  of 
Dover,  New  Hampshire,  whose  name  was  on  the 
tax  list  of  Dover  in  1648.  He  was,  a  son  of  John 
Hall,  baptized  February  12,  1564,  at  Bradford, 
Yorkshire,  England,  the  latter  being  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Anne  (Morton)  Hall.  This  John 
Hall  married  three  times,  his  third  wife  being  the 
mother  of  Deacon  John  Hall  of  Dover,  and  whose 
maiden  name  was  Marguerite  Genne.  Children  of 
this  John  Hall:  John  (the  Deacon),  Nathaniel, 
Grace,  and  Ralph  Hall.  This  Ralph  Hall,  born 
in  1660,  was  named  for  his  father’s  brother,  Ralph 
Hall,  born  in  England;  and  there  was  another 
brother,  who  located  near  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
The  Hall  line  comes  down  through  four  Ralphs. 
The  first  Ralph  was  born  in  1660,  and  married 
twice,  his  second  wife  being  Mary  Chesley,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Philip  Chesley.  His  children,  by  the  first 
marriage:  John,  James,  Jonathan  and  Isaac. 
Children  by  the  second  marriage:  Benjamin, 
Ralph  (2)  and  Joseph.  This  Ralph  (2)  Hall,  born 
in  1704,  married  Elizabeth  Willey  of  Lee,  New 
Hampshire.  They  lived  for  a  time  at  Madbury, 
New  Hampshire,  and  in  1753  removed  to  Barring¬ 
ton,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  and  his  wife  are 
buried.  Their  children :  Elizabeth,  married  Joseph 
Daniels ;  Frances,  married  Samuel  Foss ;  Solomon, 
Ralph  (3),  married  Hannah  Davis  and  removed  to 
Jackson,  New  Hampshire.  This  Ralph  (3)  was 
born  in  1738.  He  was  granted  land  in  reward  for 
services  rendered  by  him  as  a  soldier  at  Bunker 
Hill.  He  also  served  in  Captain  Hill’s  regiment 
and  was  made  a  sergeant  August  7,  1776.  Other 
children,  brothers  and  sisters  of  Ralph  (3)  Hall: 
Lois,  died  young;  Joseph,  Deborah,  married  her 
cousin,  John  Hall ;  Abigail,  married  Samuel 
Berry;  Sobriety,  married  Nicholas  Brock.  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Ralph  (3)  and  Hannah  (Davis)  Hall: 
Ralph  (4),  born  1767,  married  Molly  Blake; 

- ,  married  Thomas  Rogers;  Betsy,  married 

William  Johnson ;  Hannah,  married  Captain  John 
Perkins,  of  Revolutionary  War  fame;  and  Joseph 
Hall,  with  whom  his  parents  lived.  According  to 
the  “Association  Test,’’  1776,  three  sons  of  Ralph 
(3)  Hall  signed  the  “Test”  at  Barrington,  New 


Hampshire,  the  eldest  being  Ralph  (4)  Hall. 
Ralph  (4)  and  Molly  (Blake)  Hall  had  children: 
Ralph  (5),  Frances,  died  young;  Hannah.  Francis 
Blake,  married  Electa  Murray;  Jonathan  J.,  mar¬ 
ried  Cornelia  Rowley;  Silas,  married  Augusta 
Parker;  Ralph  (6),  died  young;  Paul,  married 
Anna  Dunbar;  John,  married  Phidelia  Gray; 
Lovey,  married  James  Scott;  Mary,  born  at 
Adams,  New  Hampshire,  February  23,  1813,  mar¬ 
ried  Peter  Jenkins. 

Mrs.  Daniel  Steuben  Helmer  traces  her  ancestry 
on  the  paternal  side,  maternal  line,  to  the  great 
French  Admiral  Coligny,  whose  daughter  Louise 
married  William  (IX)  “The  Silent”  Prince  of 
Orange.  Their  daughter  Sara  married  Prince  Wol- 
fert  Webber,  and  at  his  death  she  came  to  America 
with  the  West  India  Company  and  landed  at 
Mana-hata  (Manhattan)  in  1624,  with  her  child¬ 
ren,  young  Prince  Wolfert  Webber  and  his  two 
sisters,  Anneke  and  Arientje.  It  is  through  Anneke 
that  Mrs.  Helmer  traces  her  line.  The  memory  of 
Anneke  was  honored  by  Knickerbocker  Chapter 
(New  York  City),  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  January  25,  1902,  by  the  placing  of  a 
bronze  tablet  bearing  the  following  inscription : 
“On  this  spot  lived  the  wife  of  Everardus 
Bogardus — the  most  famous  woman  in  New 
Amsterdam  in  1639.”  Anneke  married  (first) 
Roelof  Jansen  van  Maesterlandt,  who  died.  She 
married  (second)  the  Dominie.  She  is  buried  at 
Albany,  New  York.  Her  son  William,  by  her 
second  marriage,  married  Wyntie  Sybrant,  whose 
daughter,  Anna  Bogart,  married  Jacobus  Brower. 
William  and  Wyntie  (Sybrant)  Bogart’s  daughter 
Magdalina  married  John  Drake,  whose  son,  Joseph, 
Sr.,  was  the  father  of  Joseph  Drake,  Jr.,  died  June 
30,  1847,  who  had  children:  Mary,  died  in  1826; 
Susan,  Anne,  Martha,  and  Hooker  Abraham. 
Mary  Drake  married  Israel  Dunbar,  born  in  1771, 
died  March  7,  1865,  and  to  them  were  born  chil¬ 
dren:  Joseph  Bugsby,  John,  Nathan,  Elizabeth 
(Mrs.  William  Findley),  Frances,  Anne,  mar¬ 
ried  Paul  Hall,  their  children  were:  1.  Wil¬ 
liam  Ralph.  2.  John  Gilbert,  born  October 
29,  1840,  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War. 
He  married  Elnora  Betsy  Grinolds,  bom  October 
29,  1843.  They  were  the  parents  of :  i.  May 
Dell,  married  Leewyn  Sheldon  Baker  and  had 
children:  Mervin  Hall,  who  married  Helen 

Thompson  and  has  one  son,  Llewyn  Thompson, 
ii.  Harold  J.  iii.  Martha  Leenora.  3.  Justina  E., 
married  Madison  Robbins,  children:  John,  Della, 
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Cora,  Effie,  and  Letha.  4.  David  Cornelius,  mar¬ 
ried  (first)  Emma  Carter,  (second)  Mrs.  Sarah 
Smith.  5.  Fitz  Henry,  married  (first)  Mary  Hol¬ 
land,  children:  Adelbert,  Frank,  Floyd,  Harold; 
married  (second)  Mrs  Margaret  Rankin;  Robert 
and  Armida  (Mrs.  John  Gregory)  Dunbar.  The 
Israel  Dunbar  line  comes  down  through  Scotch¬ 
men,  Basil  Dunbar  and  James  Dunbar,  brothers. 
James  Dunbar  was  the  father  of  Amos  Dunbar, 
whose  children  were  :  Israel,  married  Mary  Drake  ; 
Jonathan,  Catharine,  married  Jesse  Reed  Hall; 
David,  Betsy,  married  Joseph  Dunbar;  Peggy, 
married  Henry  Kingsley ;  Anne,  married  William 
Cornelius ;  and  Sally  Dunbar. 

(The  Grinolds  Line). 

Mrs.  Daniel  Steuben  Helmer’s  mother’s  line  has 
remarkably  interesting  members,  on  the  paternal 
side.  The  family  is  traced  to  Matthew  Grinolds 
and  his  wife,  Dorcas  Richmond,  who  lived  in 
Rutland,  Vermont.  They  were  near  relatives  of 
Noah  Grinolds,  whose  name  appears  in  the  census 
of  1790  at  that  place.  They  also  lived  in  New 
Hampshire  for  a  time  before  going  to  Steuben 
County,  New  York,  where  they  built  a  dwelling 
near  Troopsburg,  New  York.  When  they  arrived 
they  had  two  sons,  Stephen  and  Levi.  The  others 
of  the  children  were  bom  at  the  new  home  near 
Troopsburg.  They  were:  John;  Benjamin;  Mercy, 
married  Joseph  Sackett ;  Aurilla,  married  Hollis 
Cady;  Dorcas,  married  Benjamin  Milks;  Polly, 
married  Nathaniel  Seeley;  Betsy,  married  Ben¬ 
jamin  VanCamp.  Polly  and  Betsy  were  twins. 
Benjamin  Grinolds  was  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Daniel  Steuben  Helmer.  His  first  and  second  wives 
were  half-sisters.  Electa  Scott,  his  first  wife,  was  a 
daughter  of  Adam  A.  Scott,  born  in  New  York 
City  March  15,  1787,  and  Esther  (Wiggins)  Scott. 

Esther  (Wiggins)  Scott  was  the  daughter  of 
David  Wiggins,  a  Suffolk  County,  New  York, 
“Minute  Man”  of  the  3d  Regiment  during  the 
Revolutionary  War;  and  Emelia  (Whitney)  Wig¬ 
gins,  who  was  a  near  relative  of  Eli  Whitney, 
who  invented  the  cotton  gin  and  whose  mother’s 
father,  Colonel  David  Whitney,  won  much  fame 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  children  of  Adam 
A.  and  Esther  (Wiggins)  Scott  are:  1.  David, 
who  married  Mary  A.  Pittam  and  had  two  sons : 
Walter  and  Edward.  2.  Electa,  married  Benjamin 
Grinolds,  of  whom  further.  Adam  A.  Scott  was 
killed  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  his  widow 


married  Rufus  Fuller  whose  ancestors  came  to 
America  on  the  “Mayflower.”  Their  children  were 
1.  Acenath.  2.  Aaron.  3.  Achsah,  married  (first) 
-  Card,  married  (second)  Benjamin  Grinolds. 

The  children  of  Benjamin  and  Electa  (Scott) 
Grinolds  were :  1.  David.  2.  Alzina,  married 
(first)  William  Pelton,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War,  children:  John,  William,  Arthur,  George, 
Electa,  Nina,  and  Albert;  married  (second)  Ole 
Hanson,  a  veteran  of  the  same  war.  3.  Richmond, 
married  Maria  Fitch,  one  son  Charles  M.  4. 
Nelson,  married  Lettie  Merritt,  children :  Willis, 
Leland,  Byron,  Pearl,  Mina,  Hattie,  Mabel,  and 
Ola.  5.  Elnora  Betsy,  married  John  Gilbert  Hall. 
6.  Esther  Dorcas,  married  Charles  Campbell,  chil¬ 
dren :  Fred,  Stella,  Ida,  Ola,  and  Donald.  7. 
Isaac  Benjamin,  married  Jennie  Smith,  one  son: 
Fred.  8.  Martha  A.,  died  young.  9.  Justice  H., 
married  Gertrude  Farr,  three  children :  Vernon, 
Neva,  and  Volney.  10.  Frank  W.,  married  Allie 
Richardson,  three  children :  Martin,  Winnifred, 
and  Myrtle. 


ELIZABETH  JOHNSON  (BOSTWICK) 
MULLINS — One  of  the  most  useful  and  highly 
respected  residents  of  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  is 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Johnson  (Bostwick)  Mullins, 
widow  of  William  James  Mullins,  the  latter  born 
in  Steubenville,  Ohio,  August  21,  i860,  died  in 
Franklin,  January  17,  1917.  Mr.  Mullins  was  of 
the  first  generation  of  his  family  in  America. 

(I)  William  Mullins,  the  immigrant,  was  born 
in  1824,  near  Dublin,  Ireland.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  natural  ability  and  high  attainments,  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  a  civil  engi¬ 
neer.  Upon  coming  to  this  country  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  construction  work  of  the  Genessee 
Canal.  Going  from  New  York  State  to  Steuben¬ 
ville,  Ohio,  he  engaged  in  railroad  building.  There 
he  met  and  married  Lucy  Bustard,  in  1857.  In  the 
Civil  War  he  became  connected  with  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad,  and  was  of  great  service  to  the 
Government  as  an  executive  in  transporting  troops 
and  supplies.  He  was  afterwards  purchasing 
agent  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  living  in<  Al¬ 
legheny  City,  where  he  died  in  August,  1893.  He 
was  always  a  student,  a  patron  of  fine  arts,  and 
he  collected  a  fine  library. 

(II)  William  James  Mullins,  son  of  William 
and  Lucy  (Bustard)  Mullins,  was  reared  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  and  educated  at  the  Massachusetts  Insti- 
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tute  of  Technology,  Boston.  He  came  to  Franklin 
as  chemist  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  and 
continued  in  that  post  until  his  father’s  death, 
when  he  resigned  from  active  work,  and  devoted 
himself  to  art  and  church  work.  He  was  an  ac¬ 
tive  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  a  member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Diocese  of  Erie, 
and  formerly  of  the  Diocese  of  Pittsburgh.  He 
took  a  great  interest  in  the  public  library  of 
Franklin,  and  was  its  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Mr.  Mullins  married,  November  28,  1888,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Johnson  Bostwick  (see  Bostwick  IX),  in 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania. 

(The  Bostwick  Line). 

(I)  The  Bostwick,  or  Bostock,  family,  to  which 
Mrs.  Mullins  belongs,  goes  back  to  Doomsday 
Book,  the  immigrant,  Arthur  Bostwick,  who  was 
baptized  in  Tarporley,  Cheshire  County,  England, 
December  22,  1603.  The  time  of  his  arrival  in 
America  is  not  known,  but  his  name  appears  in  a 
list  of  landed  proprietors  in  Stratford,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  in  1651.  Samuel  B.  Orcutt,  in  his  “History 
of  Stratford,”  names  him  as  one  of  the  first  sev¬ 
enteen  settlers.  He  also  gives  a  map,  prepared 
from  a  careful  study  of  the  land  records  of  the 
town,  as  laid  out  in  1639,  and  it  shows  Arthur 
Bostwick  as  occupying  one  of  the  original  town 
lots.  He  married  (first)  in  Tarporley,  January 
8,  1627-28,  Jane  Whittel.  It  is  thought  she  died 
in  England.  He  married  (second),  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  Ellen  Johnson,  a  widow.  The  children  by  his 
first  wife,  Jane  (Whittel)  Bostwick,  included 
John,  the  youngest. 

(II)  John  Bostwick,  son  of  Arthur  and  Jane 
(Whittel)  Bostwick,  was  born  in  England,  and 
baptized  October  18,  1638,  in  St.  Helen’s  Church, 
Tarporley;  he  died  in  Stratford,  Connecticut,  prior 
to  December  11,  1688,  the  day  on  which  his  widow 
petitioned  for  a  settlement.  He  received  the  en¬ 
tire  estate  bequeathed  by  his  father,  and  acquired 
more  property  by  the  subsequent  division  of  town 
lands.  He  married,  in  Stratford,  about  1665,  Mary 
Brinsmead,  born  in  Charlestown,  Massachusetts, 
July  24,  1640,  died  in  Stratford  in  December,  1704. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Carter) 
Brinsmead. 

(III)  John  (2)  Bostwick,  only  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Brinsmead)  Bostwick,  was  born  in  Strat¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  May  4,  1667;  went  from  Strat¬ 
ford  to  Derby,  Connecticut;  but  moved  to  New 
Milford  in  1707,  where  he  was  the  second  settler 


of  the  town.  His  first  deed  of  land,  dated  Decem¬ 
ber  2,  1707,  speaks  of  him  as  “late  of  Derby.”  The 
town  records  show  that  he  was  elected  to  fill  many 
offices.  He  married  in  Stratford,  about  1687, 
Abigail  Walker,  born  in  Stratford  about  April, 
1672-73,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Abigail  Walker. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children. 

(IV)  Ebenezer  Bostwick,  third  child  of  John 
(2)  and  Abigail  (Walker)  Bostwick,  was  born  in 
Stratford  in  1693,  and  died  in  Brookfield,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  in  1753-54.  He  served  as  lieutenant  in  the 
Danbury  Militia  Company,  his  commission  being 
dated  in  October,  1743.  He  married,  in  New  Mil¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  April  11,  1717,  Rebecca  Bun¬ 
nell,  born  in  Stratford  in  March,  1701,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Benjamin  Bunnell. 

(V)  Edmund  Bostwick,  the  sixth  child  of 
Ebenezer  and  Rebecca  (Bunnell)  Bostwick,  was 
born  in  Brookfield,  Connecticut,  September  13, 1732, 
died  in  Rootstown,  Ohio,  February  20,  1816.  In 
1788  he  removed  from  New  Milford  to  Hines- 
burgh,  Vermont,  and  in  1795  he  built  a  factory  for 
making  brown  earthenware,  a  business  he  con¬ 
ducted  for  about  ten  years.  In  1805  he  left  Hines- 
burgh  and  moved  to  Rootstown,  Ohio.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  in  New  Milford,  Connecticut,  September  3, 
1754,  Mercy  Ruggles,  who  was  born  in  New  Mil¬ 
ford,  March  10,  1731 -2,  and  died  in  Rootstown 
January  21,  1822;  she  was  the  daughter  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Joseph  and  Rachel  (Tolls)  Ruggles. 

(VI)  Salmon  Bostwick,  the  third  child  of  Ed¬ 
mund  and  Mary  (Ruggles)  Bostwick,  was  born  in 
New  Milford,  May  7,  1758,  died  in  Greenbush, 
Rensselaer  County,  New  York,  January  1,  1814. 
He  married,  in  New  Milford,  June  22,  1788,  Amy 
Warner,  born  in  New  Milford  October  29,  1769, 
died  in  Laurens,  New  York,  in  May,  1837,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Asa  and  Eunice  (Camp)  Warner. 

(VII)  Salmon  Edmund  Bostwick,  the  fourth 
child  of  Salmon  and  Amy  (Warner)  Bostwick, 
was  born  in  Greenbush,  New  York,  December  6, 
1799,  died  in  Laurens,  New  York,  January  31, 
1839.  He  married,  in  Winchester,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  December  13,  1829,  Weltha  Crossman  Dean, 
born  January  27,  1807,  died  in  Franklin,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  January  11,  1897,  daughter  of  Abiathar 
and  Freelove  (Hawkins)  Dean. 

(VIII)  Hiram  Warner  Bostwick,  second  child 
of  Salmon  Edmund  and  Weltha  Crossman  (Dean) 
Bostwick,  was  born  in  Laurens,  New*  York,  June 
8,  1835.  He  married,  in  Corning,  New  York,  De¬ 
cember  27,  1865,  Mary  Louise  Johnson,  born  in 
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Corning  February  8,  1840,  daughter  of  Judge 
Thomas  A.  Johnson  and  Mary  (Birdsall)  John¬ 
son,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  1.  Elizabeth  Johnson,  of  whom  further. 

2.  Louise  Helen,  born  September  22,  1869.  3. 
William  Brough,  born  June  29,  1871.  Mr.  Bost- 
wick  was  an  expert  accountant. 

(IX)  Elizabeth  Johnson  Bostwick,  daughter 
of  Hiram  Warner  and  Mary  Louise  (Johnson) 
Bostwick,  was  bom  March  30,  1867.  She  at¬ 
tended  the  Franklin  High  School.  Her  activities 
have  been  manifold  through  life,  and  won  her  the 
Kiwanis  bronze  medal  for  useful  citizenship 
awarded  at  Franklin  in  1924.  She  was  president 
of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Franklin  Hos¬ 
pital  from  1903  to  1917,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
opening  of  this  hospital  Mrs.  Mullins  furnished 
a  children’s  ward;  she  was  Regent  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution;  has  been  chair¬ 
man  of  the  executive  board  of  the  American  Red 
Cross,  and  established  for  the  State  Health  De¬ 
partment  a  free  baby  clinic,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Franklin  Chapter,  American  Red  Cross,  in 
1921,  and  has  continued  it  to  the  present  time. 
She  worked  faithfully  during  the  World  War,  and 
soon  after  its  close  she  accepted  the  presidency  of 
the  Franklin  Library,  which  she  has  held  since 
1920.  Since  organization  of  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  Mrs.  Elizabeth  J.  (Bostwick)  Mullins  has 
served  as  its  vice-president.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Wednesday  Club,  and  the  Wanango  Country 
Club.  She  is,  in  religion,  an  Episcopalian. 

Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Bostwick  married,  on  No¬ 
vember  28,  1888,  in  St.  John’s  Church,  Franklin, 
William  James  Mullins  (see  Mullins  II).  They  are 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Marjorie, 
born  September  16,  1890.  2.  Louise  Ann,  born 
July  26,  1894;  married  Dr.  A.  C.  Thompson,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  A.  C.  Thompson,  Jr.  3. 
Elizabeth  Allison,  born  November  21,  1899;  she 
married  Edward  E.  Koos,  Jr.,  who  died  October 

3,  1925.  They  were  the  parents  of  Carolyn  Alli¬ 
son  Koos.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Johnson  (Bostwick) 
Mullins  resides  at  No.  307  South  Park  Street, 
Franklin. 


RUSSELL  ROSS  LINDSLEY,  editor  and 
publisher.  In  our  modern  methods  of  specialized 
endeavor  it  is  refreshing  to  occasionally  meet  men 
whose  talents  enable  them  to  fill  a  dual  or  treble 
role.  The  ancestral  line  of  Lindsleys  was  justly 
noted  for  the  resourcefulness  of  its  members  and 


the  continuity  of  this  hereditary  trait  seems  not  to 
have  been  lost  in  Russell  Ross  Lindsley,  who  is  a 
son  of  Sterling  Ross  Lindsley,  pioneer  editor  and 
publisher,  scion  of  sturdy  Scotch  ancestry,  and  a 
descendant  of  John  Lindsley  who  came  to  America 
from  near  London  and  settled  in  Guilford,  Con¬ 
necticut,  where  he  died  in  1630.  Sterling  Ross 
Lindsley  was  born  at  Lindsley,  New  York,  June 
18,  1853,  the  son  of  Abram  Bradley  Lindsley  and 
Anna  (Thorpe)  Lindsley,  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
Michael  Thorpe,  a  famous  surveyor  who  resided 
in  Athens,  Pennsylvania.  Abram  Bradley  Lind¬ 
sley  was  a  great-grandson  of  Col.  Eleazer  Lind¬ 
sley,  a  distinguished  soldier  of  the  Revolution  who 
served  on  the  staff  of  General  George  Washington. 
After  the  war  Col.  Lindsley  was  granted  a  tract  of 
land  six  miles  square  on  the  southern  border  of  New 
York  State,  which  became  Lindsley  Township  in 
Steuben  County,  and  with  a  party  of  one  hundred 
settlers  and  a  considerable  number  of  slaves  he 
went  from  New  Jersey  to  the  land  granted  him  and 
founded  the  town  of  Lindsley. 

Sterling  Ross  Lindsley  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Lawrenceville  after  which  he  went 
to  Wilkes  Barre,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  lived 
with  his  sister,  Jerusha,  wife  of  Dr.  A.  Bowman 
Miner,  a  celebrated  physician,  and  attended  a 
private  academy.  He  began  his  journalistic  career 
on  the  old  Elmira,  New  York,  “Gazette”  where  his 
forceful  editorial  style  was  developed  by  contact 
with  such  men  as  Samuel  Clemens  and  David 
B.  Hill.  He  afterwards  did  editorial  work  in  New 
York  City,  Wellsboro  and  Mansfield,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Cuba,  New  York,  and  Bradford,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  took  over  the  “McKean  County  Demo¬ 
crat”  of  Smethport,  Pennsylvania,  in  1891,  and 
continued  to  conduct  that  paper  until  compelled  by 
ill  health  to  retire  in  1915.  He  was  a  brilliant, 
forceful  writer,  widely  known  throughout  the 
State,  and  was  one  of  the  last  remaining  of  the  old 
school  journalists  in  his  section  of  the  country. 

Sterling  Ross  Lindsley  married  Mira  Berfield, 
daughter  of  John  Berfield,  a  pioneer  lumber 
operator  of  Potter  and  Cameron  counties  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Sterling  Ross  Lindsley  died  May  23, 
1918,  and  was  survived  by  his  widow  who  still 
lives  at  the  family  residence  with  her  unmarried 
son,  Russell  Ross  Lindsley,  of  whom  further. 

Russell  Ross  Lindsley  was  born  June  7,  1889,  in 
Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  and  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Smethport,  Pennsylvania.  Very  early 
in  life  he  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
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publication  of  the  latter’s  paper,  the  “McKean 
County  Democrat,”  an  old  established  weekly  in 
Smethport.  From  his  first  connection  with  this 
work  his  editorial  service  has  been  continuous  with 
the  exception  of  various  seasonal  engagements  as 
press  agent  with  Col.  Frederick  Cumming’s  Wild 
West,  Cook  Brothers  Circus,.  Jones  Brothers  Cir¬ 
cus,  and  the  Kibble  Theatrical  Attractions,  and 
with  the  bands  of  the  Con.  T.  Kennedy  Shows, 
Johnny  Jones  Shows,  and  John  Robinson’s  Circus, 
and  his  army  service  in  1917,  1918,  and  1919. 
When  his  father,  Sterling  Ross  Lindsley,  became 
incapacitated  in  1915,  Mr.  Lindsley  assumed  full 
charge  of  the  “McKean  County  Democrat”  publi¬ 
cation  and  has  since  continued  its  direction. 

He  is  active  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the 
Democratic  Party,  though  he  never  accepts  any 
office.  His  principal  personal  diversion  is  his  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Smethport  Band  of  which  he  has 
been  leader  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1917  he 
enlisted  in  the  Army  as  a  first  class  musician  in 
the  139th  Heavy  Field  Artillery,  at  Indianapolis, 
playing  solo  cornet.  He  was  with  the  American 
Expeditionary  Forces  in  France  for  six  months  but 
returned  in  1919  with  his  command  and  other 
heavy  artillery  units  not  required  for  occupational 
duty. 

Russell  Ross  Lindsley  is  a  member  of  Smeth¬ 
port  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows; 
Smethport  Lodge,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America; 
Bradford  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks;  Smethport  Moose  Lodge;  Bucktail  Post, 
American  Legion ;  McKean  Voiture  “40  and  8” ; 
Smethport  Volunteer  Fire  Department;  Smethport 
Conopus  Club;  and  the  Smethport  Country  Club. 
He  is  a  member  of  St.  Luke’s  Protestant  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  of  Smethport. 


MAURICE  ALBINUS  BREWSTER,  an 

acknowledged  professional  and  trustworthy  ac¬ 
countant  of  Oil  City,  is  a  descendant  of  New 
England’s  most  ancient  and  distinguished  fam¬ 
ilies,  who  have  been  identified  with  the  history  of 
our  nation,  being  a  son  of  the  late  Nathan  Waldo 
Brewster,  of  West  Hickory,  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  his  wife,  Lucetta  (Shaffer)  Brewster.  The 
families  of  both  his  parents  were  pioneer  residents 
of  Forest  and  Clarion  counties,  among  whom 
were  included  the  families  of  Nicely  and  Church, 
all  of  whom  took  an  active  part  in  the  early  his¬ 
tory  of  their  respective  counties.  It  was  at  West 


Hickory,  January  22,  1883,  that  Mr.  Brewster  was 
born,  and  where  he  received  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools,  after  which  he  at¬ 
tended  the  Warren  Business  University. 

Being  of  the  quality  that  knows  not  defeat,  Mr. 
Brewster  has  even  been  a  student,  and,  aside  from 
those  previously  mentioned,  he  holds  diplomas 
from  the  following  schools,  most  of  which  have 
been  through  correspondence  courses;  the  Inter¬ 
national  Accountants’  Society,  of  Detroit,  Michi¬ 
gan;  the  Universal  Business  Institute  (auditing), 
New  York;  Higher  Accountancy,  LaSalle  Ex¬ 
tension  University,  Chicago,  Illinois;  Accounting, 
Finance  and  Organization,  Pace  &  Pace,  Inc., 
New  York,  New  York;  Business  Economics,  Bab- 
son  Institute,  Wellesley  Hills,  Massachusetts; 
and  Economics  for  Executives,  American  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Economics,  New  York,  New  York.  In 
addition  to  these,  he  has  been  made  a  certified 
public  accountant  by  the  State  of  Ohio.  For 
some  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Penn- 
zoil  Company  at  Oil  City,  and  since  1918  has 
been  treasurer  of  the  company.  In  1925  he  was 
made  a  director  of  the  same. 

Socially,  Mr.  Brewster  is  prominent  among  his 
Companions,  being  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  and  the  following  clubs :  Kiwanis,  of 
which  he  is  president;  Venango;  Wanango  Coun¬ 
try;  and  the  Ohio  Society  of  Certified  Public 
Accountants. 

On  September  21,  1904,  Mr.  Brewster  married 
Ellen  Blanche!  McCarthy,  of  Tidioute,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Catharine  (Maloy)  McCarthy,  cit¬ 
izens  of  good  repute  in  Warren  County.  Mrs. 
Brewster,  who  is  a  devout  Roman  Catholic,  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Daughters  of  America. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brewster  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children  :  Maurine  Eleamor,  born  August 
1,  1908;  and  Leo  Mauritius,  born  September  14, 
19x4.  The  entire  family  are  members  of  St. 
Joseph’s  Parish. 


JOSHUA  MONROE  REISINGER— “Roe” 
Reisinger,  as  Joshua  Monroe  Reisinger  was  called 
throughout  his  section  of  Pennsylvania,  was  at 
eighty-two  years  of  age  one  of  the  best  known 
citizens  of  Franklin,  who  had  an  unusual  grasp 
of  current  affairs,  who  was  abreast  of  the  times 
in  all  significant  movements,  and  maintained  a 
keen  interest  in  local  and  national  politics,  in 
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which  as  a  younger  man  he  had  taken*  active  part. 
The  name  Reisinger  is  of  strictly  German  origin. 

Charles  Reisinger,  father  of  “Roe”  Reisinger, 
was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  De¬ 
cember  31,  1798,  and  died  at  Meadville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  August  22,  1882.  He  was  the  son  of  Peter 
and  Catharine  (Heckert)  Reisinger,  who  were 
natives  of  York,  Pennsylvania.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  September  3,  1786.  Peter  Reisinger  was 
born  July  11,  1766,  died  April  24,  1852.  His  father, 
John  Peter  Reisinger,  and  paternal  grandfather, 
Hans  Nicklaus,  came  to  America  together  in  the 
ship  “Dragon,”  reaching  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  September  26,  1749.  Hans  Nicklaus  was 
a  widower,  and  before  1753  married  Eve,  widow  of 
Lorentz  Schmahl,  of  York,  Pennsylvania,  who 
was  born  June  10,  1708,  in  Essenheim,  Hessen, 
Germany,  where  his  ancestors  had  lived  for  many 
generations,  and  who  immigrated  to  America  with 
his  family  in  1743.  He  died  in  1749.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Eva  Ubert.  John  Peter  Reisinger  mar¬ 
ried  her  daughter,  Eva  Schmahl.  Catharine 
Heckert  was  born  May  10,  1762,  and  died  at 
Beaver,  Pennsylvania,  May  10,  1831.  Both  her 
father,  John  Jacob  Heckert,  and  her  grandfather 
Franz  Heckert,  were  bom  at  New  Bamberg, 
Hessen,  Germany,  the  latter  in  1703,  and  the 
former  April  13,  1730.  They  came  to  America 
in  the  ship  “Harle,"  arriving  in  Philadelphia,  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1736.  Charles  Reisinger  married  Provi¬ 
dence  Roberts,  daughter  of  Isaiah  Roberts,  Oc¬ 
tober  7,  1829.  She  was  born  at  Abingdon,  Har¬ 
ford  County,  Maryland,  December  3,  1806,  and 
died  at  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  May  10,  1894. 
Her  father  was  of  Welsh  and  English  extraction, 
and  her  mother,  Elizabeth  (Standi ford)  Roberts, 
was  the  daughter  of  Abraham  Standiford,  who 
belonged  to  one  of  the  early  Maryland  families, 
and  Susan  (Chamberlain)  Standiford,  whose 
father  and  grandfather  were  residents  of  Har¬ 
ford  County.  The  Chamberlains  were,  however, 
of  the  Virginia  family  of  that  name,  descended 
from  Thomas  Chamberlaine,  who  migrated  from 
Gloucestershire,  England,  about  1670,  and  settled 
in  Henrico,  Virginia,  where  he  married  Mary 
Wood,  daughter  of  Major-General  Abraham 
Wood.  He  sold  lands  in  Henrico  County  in  1686, 
and  in  1695  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Bur¬ 
gesses  for  Charles  City  County.  In  the  early 
Virginia,  as  in  the  ancient  English,  records,  the 
name  is  variously  spelled  as  Chamberlaine,  Cham- 


berlayne  and  Chamberlain.  The  first  American 
ancestor,  Thomas  Chamberlaine,  was  a  great- 
grandson  of  Sir  Thomas  Chamberlaine,  of  Pres- 
bury,  Gloucestershire,  who  was  ambassador  to 
Henry  the  Eighth,  Edward  the  Sixth,  and  Queen 
Elizabeth.  This  Sir  Thomas  Chamberlaine  was 
tenth  in  direct  line  of  descent  from  John,  Count 
de  Tankerville,  who  entered  England  with  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Conqueror,  but  returned  to  Normandy. 
The  grandson,  Richard  de  Tankerville,  assumed 
the  name  of  Chamberlaine. 

With  this  famous  ancestry  much  was  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  of  “Roe”  Reisinger,  fourth  son  and  sixth 
child  of  Charles  and  Providence  (Roberts)  Rei¬ 
singer,  who  was  bom  October  28,  1842,  in  Falls- 
town,  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania.  In  1844  his 
father  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  on  Sandy 
Creek,  in  Venango  County,  whither  he  moved 
with  his  family.  For  six  years  he  was  occupied 
there  with  farming,  lumbering  and  blacksmithing. 
In  order  to  procure  better  educational  facilities 
for  his  children,  however,  he  moved  to  Mead¬ 
ville.  There  he  followed  the  trade  of  blacksmith¬ 
ing  and  farming.  Two  of  the  boys  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  college  course  offered  them  at  Alle¬ 
gheny  College,  as  did  “Roe”  Reisinger,  who  studied 
there  for  three  years  after  completing  the  work 
of  the  common  schools  and  Meadville  Academy. 
He  left  college  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
and,  after  a  year  in  the  oil  fields,  enlisted  Au¬ 
gust  20,  1862,  and  was  assigned  to  Company  H, 
150th  Pennsylvania  (Bucktail)  Volunteers.  Three 
severe  wounds  received  at  Gettysburg  kept  him 
in  the  hospital  for  a  time,  and  on  his  recovery 
he  was  transferred  to  Company  B,  14th  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps,  where  he  served  until  discharged 
by  epiration  of  enlistment,  June  26,  1865.  He 
was  next  commissioned  as  an  officer  of  the  114th 
United  States  Colored  Troops,  July  26,  1865,  serv¬ 
ing  with  them  in  Texas  until  they  were  mustered 
out,  April  2,  1867.  He  retained  the  rank  of  first 
lieutenant.  But  the  most  dramatic  event  of  his 
military  career  was  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
where  his  personal  bravery  won  for  him  the  Con¬ 
gressional  Medal  of  Honor.  The  loss  of  the  reg¬ 
iment  was  one-third  greater  than  that  at  Bala- 
klava.  Every  field  officer  fell  with  severe  wounds. 
The  color  bearer  was  killed  and  all  the  color 
guard  killed  or  wounded.  In  his  official  report 
of  the  battle,  its  commander,  Colonel  Huidekoper, 
said : 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


99 


Among  the  many  brave,  I  would  especially  com¬ 
mend  for  coolness  and  courage  Corporal  Roe 
Reisinger. 

In  further  explanation  of  Corporal  Reisinger’s 
claim  to  distinction  for  bravery  in  action,  Colonel 
Huidekoper’s  official  report  related : 

To  explain  the  part  taken  by  Corporal  Reis¬ 
inger  in  the  contest  at  the  McPherson  barn,  on  the 
Chambersburg  Pike,  I  would  say  that  the  Corporal 
was  one  of  the  color-guard.  He  was  wounded 
early  in  the  afternoon  by  a  minie  ball  penetrating 
his  right  foot,  causing  later  the  removal  of  two 
bones  from  his  foot,  with  the  result  of  permanent 
lameness  because  of  that  injury. 

Notwithstanding  this  severe  wound,  which 
would  have  entitled  Reisinger  to  go  to  the  hospital 
at  that  time  for  treatment — as  he  was  urged  to  do 
by  his  comrades — he  continued  to  perform  his 
duty  as  a  soldier  until  wounded  three  times,  when 
weakness  from  injuries  and  from  loss  of  blood 
compelled  his  retirement. 

Some  years  ago  the  surviving  field  officers  of 
the  regiment  called  the  attention  of  the  Wat  De¬ 
partment  to  this  meritorious  conduct  and  asked 
that  the  Medal  of  Honor  be;  awarded  to  Corporal 
Reisinger.  The  Attorney-General,  when  the  mat¬ 
ter  was  referred  to  him,  decided  against  the 
award  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Reisinger  was 
no  longer  connected  with  the  army.  The  matter 
was  taken  up  in  Congress.  For  the  first  time  in 
history  that  body  passed  a  special  act  conferring 
the  Medal  of  Honor  on  Corporal  Reisinger.  Fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  text  of  the  act: 

Resolved,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  secretary  of  war 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to 
award  the  congressional  medal  of  honor  to  Roe 
Reisinger,  alias  J.  Monroe  Reisinger,  late  corporal, 
Company  H,  150th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry,  for  specially  brave  and  meritorious 
conduct  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  July  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
three. 

It  was  while  Mr.  Reisinger  was  stationed  in 
Washington  that  he  and  his  sister  had  a  personal 
interview  with  President  Lincoln  in  the  White 
House;  and  he  heard  President  Lincoln’s  last 
public  speech  on  the  balcony  of  the  White  House. 

When  he  was  finally  mustered  out  of  the  army 
Mr.  Reisinger  returned  to  Meadville  and  began 
the  study  of  law,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Crawford  County,  and  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1870.  He  at  once  opened  a  law 


office  and  practiced  his  profession  in  Meadville  for 
fifteen  years.  For  a  time  thereafter  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  newspaper  business.  In  1888  he 
moved  to  Franklin,  where  he  had  a  profitable 
connection  with  a  business  corporation.  He  died 
May  25,  1925. 

Mr.  Reisinger  married  (first),  June  1,  1871, 
Mary  Augusta  Barnes,  daughter  of  Dr.  H.  R. 
Barnes,  of  Rock  Stream,  New  York.  She  died 
April  23,  1875,  leaving  a  surviving  daughter, 
Austa.  Austa  Reisinger  was  educated  in  her  pro¬ 
fession,  the  arts,  at  the  Art  Institute  in  Chicago, 
and  is  supervisor  of  art  in  the  Franklin  public 
schools.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  of  the  Colonial  Dames, 
and  of  the  Eastern  Arts  Association.  Mr.  Rei¬ 
singer  married  (second),  Ellen  Lieberman,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jacob  Lieberman,  of  Meadville,  in  1882. 
By  this  marriage  he  had  a  son,  James  W.  H. 
Reisinger,  who  graduated  in  1905  from  West  Point 
Military  Academy.  He  was  assigned  to  the  27th 
Infantry  at  Fort  Sheridan,  Illinois,  serving  from 
1905  to  1912.  For  the  next  two  years  he  was 
stationed,  as  lieutenant  in  the  30th  Infantry  at 
Fort  St.  Michael,  Alaska.  The  following  year  he 
and  his  regiment  were  at  Plattsburgh,  New  York. 
In  1915  he  was  promoted  to  a  captaincy  in  the  24th 
Infantry  and  stationed  in  San  Francisco.  Captain 
Reisinger  served  in  1916-1917  in  the  Pershing  ex¬ 
pedition  against  Villa  in  Mexico,  and  did  duty  dur¬ 
ing  the  following  year  at  Columbus,  New  Mexico, 
and  Houston,  Texas.  Promoted  then  to  major,  he 
was  assigned  to  the  85th  Division  as  assistant  to  the 
division  quartermaster  at  Camp  Custer,  Michigan. 
In  1918  he  went  across  to  Europe  with  the  85th 
Division,  later  becoming  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
National  Army,  being  assigned  to  quartermaster 
and  staff  duty  in  France.  He  spent  several  months 
of  1919  in  Chicago  in  the  Quartermaster  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  returned  to  France  in  1920  on  Graves 
Registration  Service.  In  1921  and  1922  he  was  in 
Coblenz,  Germany,  on  the  Inter-Allied  Water¬ 
ways  Commission.  In  1922,  he  retired  from  the 
army  as  Major  Reisinger.  Major  Reisinger  is  a 
member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution 
and  of  the  American  Legion. 

“Roe”  Reisinger  was  a  popular  figure  in  Frank¬ 
lin,  where  his  war  record,  combined  with  his  keen 
intelligence  and  kindly,  honorable  nature,  won  him 
the  admiration  of  the  town.  His  work  for  Mays 
Post,  No.  220,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  en- 
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deared  him  to  those  old  friends  and  comrades  in 
arms.  His  constant  attendance  at  the  Miller  Bible 
Class  for  years  bespoke  his  loyal  friendship  and 
conscientious  faithfulness.  He  inspired  his  chil¬ 
dren,  whom  he  tenderly  loved,  to  noble  lives. 


DAVID  HOWELLS — One  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Kane,  Pennsylvania,  who  is  still  active 
in  many  of  the  most  important  financial,  educa¬ 
tional  and  business  organizations  of  the  commun¬ 
ity,  Mr.  David  Howells,  who  has  reached  the  great 
age  of  four  score  years,  is  still  hale  and  hearty, 
one  of  the  honored  and  esteemed  members  of  this 
community.  This  family  is  originally  from  Wales, 
where  the  name  Howell  is  a  common  baptismal 
name,  Howells  meaning  the  son  of  Howell. 
Among  Americans  of  this  name  William  Dean 
Howells  has  brought  the  name  into  literary  dis¬ 
tinction. 

Daniel  Howells,  the  founder  of  this  family,  was 
bom  in  Llanbrynmair,  Wales,  September  io,  1813, 
and  died  May  21,  1858.  Having  come  to  America 
when  he  was  about  twenty  years  of  age,  he  be¬ 
came  a  farmer  in  Cambria  County,  Pennsylvania. 
His  farm  was  a  short  distance  north  of  Ebensburg, 
and  he  also  conducted  a  tannery.  He  married 
Rachel,  daughter  of  Owen  and  Margaret  Jones, 
who  was  born  in  Wales,  May  8,  1808,  and  died  in 
Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  February  15,  1883.  Her 
home  had  nevertheless  continued  to  be  at  Ebens¬ 
burg.  Her  father  came  to  America  and  resided 
on  a  farm  near  Ebensburg,  and  died  in  Ebensburg. 
The  children  of  Owen  and  Margaret  Jones  were: 
1.  David,  married  Sarah  Davis;  children,  Mar¬ 
garet,  and  Mary  Emma.  2.  John,  married  Mary 
Davis ;  children :  Ann,  Hannah,  Lydia,  Lewis,  Mar¬ 
garet  and  Sarah.  3.  Margaret,  married  James 
Davis,  no  children.  4.  Jane,  married  John  Henry; 
children :  Margaret,  John,  Henry  and^  Rachel.  5. 
Thomas,  married  Margaret  Davis;  children: 
Owen,  John,  Evan,  Henry,  Margaret,  Jonathan 
and  Thomas.  6.  Rachel,  married  Daniel  Howells, 
as  above  stated.  7.  Hannah,  married  Andrew 
Gittings ;  children :  John,  Margaret,  Jane,  Han¬ 
nah,  William,  Emily,  Sarah. 

Daniel  and  Rachel  (Jones)  Howells  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children,  all  born  near 
Ebensburg:  1.  Margaret,  born  July  8,  1835,  re¬ 
sided  at  Kane,  married  John  Roberts,  deceased, 
who  was  a  resident  of  Ebensburg,  a  shoemaker 
by  trade,  and  afterwards  a  contractor;  their  chil¬ 


dren  were:  Marshall,  who  died  young;  Grant,  died 
young;  Rachel,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two; 
Cora,  married  Edward  Swivell;  Hiram,  married 
Carrie  Robinson.  2.  Elizabeth,  married  David  E. 
Evans.  3.  Jane,  born  January  22,  1843 ;  married 
Henry  Pritchard;  they  lived  at  Johnstown,  and 
with  their  three  children,  Howell,  Rachel  and 
Alice,  were  lost  in  the  Johnstown  flood;  their  son 
William  survived,  but  is  now  deceased.  4.  David, 
of  whom  further.  5.  Hannah,  born  June  10,  1847; 
married,  November  1,  1866,  Joshua  Davis.  6.  Ann, 
born  May  25.  1849,  died  at  Ebensburg,  April  17, 
1865. 

David  Howells,  son  of  Daniel  and  Rachel 
(Jones)  Howells,  was  born  near  Ebensburg,  Janu¬ 
ary  5,  1845.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  and  his  father 
dying  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  thirteen 
years,  he  from  that  time  forward  was  compelled 
to  support  himself,  and  also  for  a  time  had  the 
care  of  his  mother  and  sister.  He  worked  on  a 
farm  for  two  summers,  and  in  1861  he  went  to 
work  in  the  saw  mills,  near  Ebensburg,  where  he 
remained  until  his  enlistment  in  February,  1865, 
in  the  Union  Army,  serving  in  Company  H,  83d 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  served 
until  July  3,  when  he  was  mustered  out.  Until 
the  surrender  at  Appomattox,  he  served  in  the 
5th  Corps,  in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond.  On  return¬ 
ing  to  his  home  he  reentered  the  lumber  trade  and 
continued  in  this  business  until  July,  1879,  when 
he  removed  to  Kane,  Pennsylvania.  For  seven 
years  he  was  a  bookkeeper  for  Joshua  Davis,  and 
in  1887  he  started  a  general  store  and  also  estab¬ 
lished  a  clothes  pin  factory  under  the  firm  name 
of  Howells,  Moffit  &  Company.  He  continued 
for  twenty-one  years  in  the  manufacture  of  clothes 
pins,  and  in  the  meantime  established  a  large  in¬ 
surance  business  which  he,  with  his  son,  conducted 
for  many  years  and  which  is  now  under  the  man¬ 
agement  of  his  son.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Kane 
Bank  and  Trust  Company  and  was  a  director  of 
the  Kane  Window  Glass  Company,  the  American 
Plate  Glass  Company  and  the  Kane  Spring  Water 
Company;  was  president  of  the  American  Plate 
Glass  Company  during  construction  and  until  his 
health  failed  from  overwork.  He  is  also  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Holgate  Brothers  Company.  Fra¬ 
ternally  he  is  a  member  of  Kane  Lodge,  No.  566, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  was  a 
charter  member,  and  is  Past  Master;  Kane  Chap- 
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ter,  No.  279,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  which  he 
is  Past  High  Priest;  Bradford  Council,  No.  79, 
Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Knapp  Commandery, 
No.  40,  Knights  Templar,  of  Ridgway,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  and  Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  which  he  holds  the  thirty- 
second  degree.  He  has  been  for  a  number  of 
years  adjutant  of  Post  No.  238,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  at  Kane,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  Past 
Commander.  In  his  politics  he  is  an  old  line  Re¬ 
publican,  and  he  served  for  a  number  of  years 
as  school  director.  In  his  church  connection  he 
is  a  member,  and  since  its  organization  in  1888,  a 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Kane,  his 
wife  being  also  a  member  of  this  congregation. 

David  Howells  married  December  20,  1866,  Ann 
Humphreys,  daughter  of  John  and  Eleanor  (Ellis) 
Humphreys.  She  was  born  at  Ebensburg,  July  1, 
1845,  and  there  received  a  common  school  educa¬ 
tion.  Her  father  and  mother  were  natives  of 
Llanbrynmair,  Wales,  both  having  been  born  there 
in  the  year  1789;  they  came  to  America  in  about 
1841,  and  settled  on  a  farm  three  miles  from 
Ebensburg.  Here  the  father  died  in  October, 
1864;  his  widow  died  at  Ebensburg  in  1880.  Mrs. 
Howells’  father,  John  Humphreys,  was  a  son  of 
William  Humphreys,  who  also  came  to  America, 
and  died  at  Ebensburg  about  1850;  but  his  wife 
Ann,  the  paternal  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Howells, 
died  in  Wales.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howells  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Amelia,  born 
at  Ebensburg  December  24,  1867,  who  resided  with 
her  parents.  2.  Rachel  Ellen,  born  at  Ebensburg 
December  5,  1870;  attended  Alleghany  College 
and  taught  school  for  six  years  at  Kane;  married, 
October  18,  1898,  Charles  Curtis  Davis,  born  at 
Burnside,  Pennsylvania,  April  3,  1869;  they  re¬ 
side  at  Kane,  where  Mr.  Davis  is  superintendent 
of  the  Kane  Gas  Light  and  Heating  Company; 
their  children  are:  Helen  Curtis,  born  at  Kane 
August  23,  1900;  Virginia,  born  at  Kane  March 
22,  1904,  and  Sarah  Ann,  born  at  Kane  in  1913. 
3.  Norman  D.,  born  at  Ebensburg,  August  22, 1873 ; 
graduated  from  the  Kane  High  School ;  engaged 
in  insurance  business  at  Kane;  married,  June  21, 
1899,  Mabel  Davis,  of  Kane,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  a  child,  David,  born  December  28,  1910. 


LEWIS  EMERY,  JR. — Lower’s  “Dictionary 
of  Family  Names”  gives  the  following:  “Amory- 
Emery.”  From  the  personal  name  Emeric  of 


Americus,  equivalent  to  the  Italian  Amerigo,  latin¬ 
ized  Americus,  came  the  name  of  the  great  west¬ 
ern  continent.  It  seems  to  have  undergone  the 
following  changes :  Emeric,  Emery,  Amery,  Amory, 
Ammory,  and  in  Domesday  Haimericus.  It  is 
asserted,  however,  that  the  family  of  D’Amery 
came  to  England  with  the  Conqueror  from  Tours. 
In  a  volume  of  French  history  it  is  said  that 
when  Napoleon  had  resolved  to  negotiate  “avec 
Rome  pour  retablir  l’ancien  culte”  his  first  advances 
were  “sous  la  direction  religieuse  du  respectable 
abbe  Emery,  superieur  general  de  Saint-Sulpice.” 
Thus  the  name  Emery  in  France  is  the  exact 
equivalent — idem  sonans — of  Amory  in  England 
and  New  England,  a  demonstration  of  their  iden¬ 
tity,  varied  in  accent  or  sound,  as  the  family  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  Gallican  or  Anglican,  north  or  south 
of  the  British  Channel. 

Arms — Argent,  three  bars  nebuly  gules,  in  chief 
as  many  torteaux. 

Crest — Out  of  a  mural  crown  proper  a  demi- 
horse  argent,  maned  or,  collared  gules,  studded  or. 

Motto — Fidelis  et  suavis.  (Faithful  and  gentle.) 

(The  Family  in  America). 

(I)  John  Emery,  founder  of  the  family  in 
America,  was  a  son  of  John  and  Agnes  Emery, 
of  the  town  of  Romsey,  in  the  County  of  Hants. 
He  was  born  there  September  29,  1598,  and  was 
thirty-seven  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  the  New 
England  colonies,  sailing  from  Southampton,  April 
3,  1635,  on  the  good  ship  “James”  of  London, 
under  the  command  of  William  Cooper,  master. 
John  Emery  was  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two 
or  three  children,  and  also  by  his  brother  Anthony 
with  his  family.  He  landed  in  Boston,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  June  3,  1635,  and  shortly  afterwards  went 
to  Newbury,  Massachusetts,  where  his  father  had 
been  granted  half  an  acre  for  a  house  lot.  We  find 
his  name  with  considerable  frequency  on  the  town 
records,  and  note  that  on  December  22,  1637,  he 
was  fined  by  the  town  twenty  shillings  for  enclos¬ 
ing  ground  not  laid  out  or  owned  by  the  town, 
contrary  to  a  town  order,  but  on  February  1,  1638, 
this  same  area  was  granted  to  him,  so  that  his 
favor  seemed  to  have  been  restored.  On  June  2, 
1641,  he  was  made  a  freeman  of  the  Colony,  and 
recorded  as  one  of  the  ninety-one  freeholders  of 
the  town,  December  2  of  the  following  year.  In 
1642  he  was  appointed  with  three  of  his  fellow- 
colonists  to  make  a  valuation  of  the  property  of 
the  town,  this  being  for  the  purpose  of  proportion- 
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ing  each  man’s  share  in  the  new  division.  John 
Emery  appears,  however,  to  have  been  of  a  very 
independent  way  of  thought  and  action,  and  was 
not  by  any  means  always  in  favor  with  the  authori¬ 
ties.  In  the  matter  of  religion,  for  instance,  that 
question  upon  which  above  all  others  the  people  of 
that  time  were  intolerant,  he  seems  to  have  held 
views  which  ran  counter  with  those  of  most  of  his 
fellow-colonists.  As  an  example,  on  March  16,  1663, 
he  was  “Presented  to  the  Court”  at  Ipswich  by 
Henry  Jaques,  constable  of  Newbury,  for  enter¬ 
taining  travelers  and  Quakers.  He  was  not  imme¬ 
diately  judged,  however,  and  we  learn  that  his 
presentment  for  entertaining  Quakers  was  held 
over  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  court.  That  it 
was  renewed,  however,  is  obvious,  as  we  learn 
that  he  was  fined  four  pounds,  costs  and  fees, 
for  entertaining  strangers,  the  evidence  in  the  case 
being  as  follows:  “Ye  two  men  Quakers  wr  enter¬ 
tained  very  kindly  to  bed  and  table  and  John 
Emmerie  shok  ym  by  ye  hand  and  bid  vm  wel¬ 
come.”  The  witness  also  heard  John  Emmerie 
and  his  wife  say  that  he  had  entertained  Quakers 
and  that  he  would  not  put  them  from  the  house, 
and  furthermore  that  he  had  used  argument  to 
prove  the  lawfulness  of  it.  Immediately  follow¬ 
ing  his  sentence,  John  Emery  petitioned  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court  for  the  remission  of  this  fine,  his  peti¬ 
tion  being  signed  by  the  selectmen  of  the  town. 
This  influence,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  sufficient,  as  the  fine  was  not  remitted.  An¬ 
other  case  in  which  John  Emery  was  prominent 
was  that  of  Lieutenant  Robert  Pike,  in  which  he 
was  one  of  those  who  refused  to  recognize  the 
authority  of  the  court  to  deprive  him  and  his 
neighbors  of  the  right  of  petition.  He  was  evi¬ 
dently  a  man  of  tolerance  far  in  advance  of  his 
times,  and  during  the  great  ecclesiastical  troubles 
of  the  period  was  a  member  of  the  Woodmen 
party.  He  was  the  owner  of  considerable  real 
estate,  having  been  granted  twenty-two  acres  of 
land,  April  10,  1644,  this  property  being  situated 
in  what  was  known  as  the  great  field  beyond  the 
new  town.  In  1661  he  was  a  selectman,  in  1666 
fence  viewer,  and  in  the  same  year  was  a  member 
of  the  Grand  jury.  He  was  on  the  Jury  of  Trial 
in  1672,  and  was  appointed  to  carry  votes  to  Salem 
in  1676. 

John  Emery  married  (first),  in  England,  Mary, 
surname  unknown,  who  crossed  the  ocean  with 
him,  and  who  died  in  Newbury  in  April,  1649. 
He  married  (second)  Mrs.  Mary  Webster  (nee 


Shatswell),  widow  of  John  Webster,  of  Ipswich. 
This  marriage  was  celebrated  October  29,  1650. 

The  death  of  John  Emery  occurred  in  Newbury, 
Massachusetts,  November  3,  1683,  and  his  will, 
which  was  proved  November  27,  of  the  same  year, 
mentions  his  age  as  eighty-three  years.  There  is 
a  discrepancy  here  of  two  years  between  the  men¬ 
tion  of  his  age  as  eighty-three  in  1683,  and  the 
date  of  his  birth,  which  he  gave  as  1598,  but  the 
latter  statement  is  probably  the  correct  one.  The 
inventory  of  his  estate,  which  was  taken  the  same 
day,  gives  it  as  amounting  to  £263  us.  He  was  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  second  wife,  whose  death  occurred  April 
28,  1694.  Issue  by  first  marriage:  1.  John,  bom 
about  1628,  in  England.  2.  Ann,  born  about  1631, 
in  England.  3.  Ebenezer,  born  September  16,  1648, 
in  Newbury,  Massachusetts.  Issue  by  second  mar¬ 
riage:  4.  Jonathan,  of  whom  forward. 

(II)  Jonathan  Emery,  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Shatswell-Webster)  Emery,  was  born  May  13, 
1652,  at  Newbury.  He  there  passed  his  entire  life 
and,  like  his  father,  took  a  considerable  part  in 
public  affairs.  He  was  made  a  freeman  of  the 
town,  April  19,  1691,  and  was  drafted  or  “pressed” 
as  a  soldier  for  King  Philip’s  War,  December  3, 
1675.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  trouble  with 
the  savages  at  that  time  and  was  one  of  those 
present  at  the  great  Narragansett  fight  on  the 
nineteenth  of  December,  1675.  In  this  engagement 
he  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder,  but  evidently 
fully  recovered,  as  he  lived  to  a  hale  and  hearty 
old  age.  He  died  in  Newbury,  September  29, 
1743,  sixteen  days  after  the  death  of  his  wife. 

Jonathan  Emery  married,  November  29,  1676, 
Mary  Woodman,  daughter  of  Edward  Woodman, 
of  Newbury.  Issue.  1.  Mary,  born  September  25, 
1677.  2.  John,  born  in  1678.  3.  Jonathan,  bom 

February  2,  1680.  4.  David,  born  September  28, 
1682.  5.  Anthony,  born  November  13,  1684.  6. 

Stephen,  born  January  13,  1687,  died  December 
19,  1688.  7.  Sarah,  born  December  18,  1688.  8. 

Stephen,  born  July  24,  1693.  9.  Edward,  born 

November  xo,  1694.  10.  James,  of  whom  forward. 

Jonathan  Emery’s  will,  which  was  proved  Octo¬ 
ber  7,  1743,  gives  an  inventory  of  his  property 
amounting  to  £202  2s.  and  iod. 

(III)  James  Emery,  youngest  child  of  Jonathan 
and  Mary  (Woodman)  Emery,  was  baptized  April 
10,  1698.  He  removed  from  Newbury  at  an 
early  age  and  settled  at  Haverhill,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1725.  He  then 
removed  to  Dracut,  Massachusetts,  where  he  con- 


(f 


& 


T 


cyfCasr-cas  ( S/c/d&m))  S, 


'yyn^r- 


T 


PENNSYLVANIA — A  HISTORY 


103 


tinued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
sometime  before  April  4,  1763.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  occupation  of  farming  during  his  entire  life, 
excepting  such  time  as  was  necessarily  given  up 
to  the  work  of  a  soldier,  then  a  practically  univer¬ 
sal  duty.  “On  March  30,  1757,  he  presented  a  peti¬ 
tion  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  in 
which  he  stated  that  his  son  Ambrose,  a  minor, 
enlisted  himself  in  his  majesty’s  service,  in  the 
expedition  carrying  on  against  Crown  Point,  in 
the  year  1756,  under  the  command  of  Captain  But¬ 
terfield,  and  after  he  was  discharged  at  Lake 
George,  as  he  was  returning  home,  he  was  taken 
sick  at  Glasgo,  and  not  able  to  travel;  and  when 
tidings  thereof  were  brought  to  your  petitioner,  he 
sent  a  man  and  horse  to  fetch  his  son  home,  which 
occasioned  much  considerable  charge  to  your  peti¬ 
tioner,  according  to  the  account  herewith  exhibited. 
He  asked  that  he  be  remunerated.  He  was  given 
three  pounds,  nine  shillings  and  eight  pence.” 
There  is  no  positive  knowledge  as  to  the  birthplace 
of  James  Emery,  and  the  same  is  true  of  his  wife, 
but  as  the  record  of  his  baptism  is  from  the  First 
Church  of  Newbury,  and  it  is  known  that  his 
father  lived  at  Newbury,  the  probability  is  very 
strong  that  it  was  in  this  town  that  he  was  born. 
The  same  is  true  in  regard  to  a  record  of  his 
death,  but  here  the  evidence  is  overwhelming  that 
it  was  at  Dracut,  where  he  had  lived  for  so  many 
years 

James  Emery  married,  at  Haverhill,  December 
10,  1719,  Ruth  Watson,  of  that  place.  Issue:  1. 
David,  born  October  I,  1720,  in  Haverhill.  2. 
Jonathan,  born  November  23,  1722,  in  Haverhill. 
3.  Ezekiel,  born  July  6,  1724,  at  Haverhill.  4. 
Anthony,  of  whom  forward.  5.  James,  born  at 
Dracut,  Massachusetts.  6.  Moses,  said  to  have 
followed  the  sea  as  captain  of  a  vessel.  7.  Mary, 
was  living  May  4,  1792,  in  Dracut;  never  married. 
8.  John,  born  1736,  in  Dracut;  soldier  in  the 
French  War,  enlisted  in  Captain  William  Pea¬ 
body’s  company,  Colonel  Ichabod  Plaisted’s  regi¬ 
ment  ;  killed  in  battle  with  Indians,  near  Fort  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry,  September  18,  1756.  9.  Ambrose,  born 
February  25,  1738,  at  Dracut.  10.  Edward,  born 
July  26,  1741,  at  Dracut.  11.  Nathaniel,  born 
March  8,  1743,  at  Dracut. 

(IV)  Anthony  Emery,  son  of  James  and  Ruth 
(Watson)  Emery,  was  probably  born  at  Dracut, 
Massachusetts,  in  1726.  He  was  living  in  Dracut, 
February  11,  1760,  and  in  Conway,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  March  21,  1771,  and  was  there  as  late  as 


April  24,  1789.  He  was  a  farmer.  He  married 
and  had  the  following  issue:  I.  Samuel,  of  whom 
forward.  2.  John.  3.  James.  4.  Naomi. 

(V)  Samuel  Emery,  son  of  Anthony  Emery, 
was  born  in  Conway,  New  Hampshire,  in  1 775- 
He  removed  from  New  Hampshire  to  Canada, 
near  Fort  Erie ;  he  was  captured  in  1814,  for  fur¬ 
nishing  supplies  to  the  American  Army  and  lodged 
in  Fort  Erie,  from  which  he  escaped  in  a  rowboat 
under  fire  from  the  fort.  Later,  with  his  family, 
he  settled  at  Sodus  Point,  on  Lake  Ontario,  then 
removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1855. 

Samuel  Emery  married  Sallie  Densmon,  who 
died  in  1857.  Issue:  I.  Ebenezer,  born  about  1797, 
at  Conway.  2.  Elsie,  born  about  1799,  at  Conway. 
3.  Sallie,  bom  in  1801,  at  Conway.  4.  Gilbert,  born 
about  1804,  at  Conway.  5.  Lewis,  of  whom  for¬ 
ward.  6.  Sophie,  born  about  1809,  in  Canada.  7. 
John,  bom  1811,  in  Canada. 

(VI)  Lewis  Emery,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sallie 
(Densmon)  Emery,  was  born  July  4,  1806,  at  Con¬ 
way,  New  Hampshire.  With  his  father,  in  1817, 
he  removed  to  Ohio,  and  was  apprenticed  to  a 
woolen  manufacturer,  learning  the  trade.  He 
returned  to  Sodus  Point,  New  York,  and  after  his 
marriage  settled  in  Junius,  New  York,  removed  to 
Alloway,  Wayne  County,  New  York,  in  1829,  to 
Villanova,  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  in  1832, 
and  afterwards  to  Cherry  Creek.  He  followed  his 
trade  from  1826  to  1840,  when  he  contracted  to 
build  several  miles  of  the  Erie  Railroad.  In  1841 
he  built  two  miles  of  the  Genesee  Valley  Canal, 
and  in  both  instances  failed  to  get  his  pay;  later 
he  removed  to  Michigan  and  established  a  woolen 
manufactory  at  Jonesville,  Hillsdale  County,  and 
carried  on  a  large  and  profitable  business.  In 
1848  he  built  a  second  factory  and  bought  a  large 
farm  near  Hillsdale.  In  1864  he  sold  his  factory 
and  his  farm  and  settled  in  Hillsdale,  where  he 
died,  August  21,  1886. 

Lewis  Emery  married,  in  Lyons,  Wayne  County, 
New  York,  November  28,  1826,  Maria  Gilson  (see 
Gilson  line),  born  February  2,  1808.  Issue.  1. 
Sarah  Jane,  born  December  12,  1827,  in  Junius, 
New  York,  married  Wesley  Lockwood,  died  July 
6,  1850,  in  Hillsdale,  Michigan  2.  Clarissa,  born 
August  25,  1829,  in  Junius,  died  April  17,  1835.  3. 
Maria,  born  September  12,  1831,  in  Alloway,  New 
York,  died  December  29,  1852,  in  Hillsdale,  Michi¬ 
gan.  4.  Granger  D.,  born  in  Villanova,  Chautau¬ 
qua  County,  New  York,  July  17,  1833,  died  Sep¬ 
tember  30,  1847.  5-  Oliver  G.,  bom  in  Villanova, 
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August  22,  1835,  married  Ellen  E.  Stebbings.  6. 
David,  bom  in  Cherry  Creek,  Chautauqua  County, 
September  7,  1837,  died  January  23,  1891,  in  Titus¬ 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  married,  September  16,  1858, 
Angeline  Edwards.  7.  Lewis,  of  whom  forward. 

(VII)  Lewis  Emery,  Jr.,  son  of  Lewis,  Sr.,  and 
Maria  (Gilson)  Emery,  was  born  at  Cherry  Creek, 
Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  August  10,  1839. 
He  was  very  young  when  his  parents  moved  from 
New  York  State  to  Hillsdale  County,  Michigan. 
He  attended  the  district  school  until  nine  years  of 
age,  then  his  father  built  a  second  woolen  mill 
and  bought  a  large  farm  near  Hillsdale.  There 
Lewis,  Jr.,  lived  until  1864,  when  farm  and  factory 
were  sold,  and  Lewis,  Sr.,  located  in  Hillsdale, 
where  he  died.  Lewis,  Jr.,  in  the  meantime  had 
completed  his  studies,  learned  the  detail  of  woolen 
manufacture,  taught  school,  and,  jointly  with  his 
brother,  owned  a  flour  mill.  After  the  sale  of  the 
mill,  in  1864,  he  moved  to  Edgewood,  Illinois, 
where,  in  lumbering  and  farming,  he  continued 
until  coming  East  the  following  year. 

Mr.  Emery,  after  leaving  Illinois,  came  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  attracted  by  the  oil  discoveries,  and  in 
the  oil  fields,  after  several  years,  met  with  success. 
In  1875  he  came  to  the  rich  Bradford  field  and  won 
success,  and  thenceforth  “Dame  Fortune”  was 
exceedingly  kind  to  her  hard-working,  energetic, 
capable  son,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  over-estimate 
the  value  of  the  life  of  Lewis  Emery,  Jr.,  as  a 
business  man  to  the  Bradford  region.  In  1868,  as 
the  leader  of  the  group  of  oil  operators  of  North¬ 
western  Pennsylvania,  known  as  the  Oil  Producers’ 
Association,  he  was  the  center  of  the  opposition 
to  the  methods  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company, 
this  association  being  composed  of  men  who  had 
resisted  the  offers  of  the  Standard,  preferring  to 
wage  battle  rather  than  surrender  their  rights. 
The  great  strength  of  the  Standard  Oil  in  its  suc¬ 
cessful  upbuilding  of  a  monopoly  in  Loth  crude 
and  refined  oil  had  been  its  ability  to  coerce  the 
railroads  and  to  control  transportation  absolutely 
against  the  independents.  In  Lewis  Emery,  Jr., 
was  met  one  of  the  most  implacable  and  intelli¬ 
gent  opponents  Mr.  Rockefeller’s  pretensions  ever 
encountered.  While  the  producers  of  the  western 
part  of  the  State  were  battling  for  freedom,  he 
planned  a  double  pipe  line  to  the  sea,  one  for  crude 
oil,  the  other  for  refined.  His  plan  first  called  for 
a  pipe  line  from  Bradford  to  a  connection  with 
the  Reading  Railroad  at  Williamsport,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  but  the  Reading  management  would  not  give 


him  guarantees  that  they  would  receive  the  oil 
and  carry  it  to  the  seaboard.  Mr.  Emery  then 
planned  a  new  route,  starting  from  Bradford  and 
terminating  in  a  junction  with  the  New  York, 
Ontario  &  Western  Railroad  at  Hancock,  New 
York,  thence  over  the  rails  of  that  road  to  the 
Hudson  River  at  Cornwall,  thence  by  water  to 
New  York  harbor.  The  New  York,  Ontario  & 
Western  Railroad  welcomed  the  proposal,  and,  as 
the  pipe  line  must  cross  the  Erie  at  Hancock,  Mr. 
Emery  saw  the  president  of  that  road,  who  said : 
“Yes,  go  ahead,”  adding,  “we  wish  to  encourage 
all  new  means  of  transportation.”  He  went  ahead 
and  in  the  face  of  the  Standard’s  opposition  organ¬ 
ized  the  United  States  Pipe  Line  Company,  with 
a  capital  of  $600,000.  With  the  stock  in  hand  it 
looked  as  though  the  pipe  lines  would  be  built,  but 
an  independent  pipe  line  to  the  seaboard  the  Standard 
deemed  too  great  a  menace,  and  prompt  and  drastic 
measures  were  taken  to  hinder  the  work.  There 
is  no  space  here  for  an  account  of  the  wearisome 
and  obstructive  litigation  which  confronted  Mr. 
Emery,  of  the  constant  interference,  even  by  force, 
which  followed  the  Pipe  Line  Company  for  months. 
It  culminated  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  join 
the  pipe  line  to  each  side  of  the  Erie  tracks  at 
Hancock,  New  York,  the  eastern  terminus  of  the 
pipe  line.  Mr.  Emery,  relying  upon  the  promise 
made  by  the  Erie’s  president  to  allow  a  crossing, 
sent  his  men  to  the  railway  to  connect  the  lines. 
Hardly  had  they  arrived  before  there  descended 
upon  them  a  force  of  seventy-five  railroad  men, 
armed  for  war.  These  men  took  possession  of  the 
territory  at  the  end  of  the  pipes  and  intrenched 
themselves  against  an  attack.  The  pipe  line  men 
camped  nearby  for  three  months,  but  they  never 
attempted  to  join  the  pipe.  Mr.  Emery  had  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  Erie  official,  like  the  Reading’s,  had 
found  it  unwise  to  disturb  their  relations  with  the 
Standard,  and  while  the  men  were  keeping  atten¬ 
tion  fixed  in  Hancock  he  was  executing  a  flank 
movement,  securing  a  right  of  way  from  a  point 
seventy  miles  back  to  Wilkes-Barre  on  the  New 
Jersey  Central.  This  new  movement  was  executed 
with  such  celerity  that  in  June,  1893,  the  United 
States  Pipe  Line  Company  had  a  crude  line  one 
hundred  and  eighty  miles  long  connecting  the  inde¬ 
pendent  refiners  of  Oil  City,  Titusville,  Warren, 
and  Bradford  with  the  same  railway. 

This  settled  the  vexed  question :  “Can  refined 
oil  be  pumped  so  great  a  distance  without  deterio¬ 
rating?”  and  settled  it  in  the  affirmative,  the  con- 
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sensus  of  expert  opinion  being  that  the  agitation 
of  pumping  and  being  forced  through  the  pipes 
improved  rather  than  depreciated  its  quality.  Thus 
came  about  a  great  advance  in  the  oil  industry,  the 
most  revolutionary  and  substantial  since  the  day 
the  first  oil  was  pumped  from  the  famous  Pithole 
to  the  Miller  farm  on  the  Oil  Creek  Railroad.  A 
result  of  Mr.  Emery’s  action  in  thus  effectually 
blocking  the  Standard’s  plan  was  the  loosening 
upon  his  head  of  vials  of  wrath  through  the  col¬ 
umns  of  newspapers  subject  to  their  control.  The 
“Oil  City  Derrick,”  edited  and  owned  by  Patrick 
C.  Boyle,  was  so  vituperative  that  the  editor  was 
sued  for  libel  by  Mr.  Emery  and  two  of  his  asso¬ 
ciates.  All  obtained  a  judgment  and  Patrick  C. 
Boyle  was  put  under  a  five  thousand  dollar  bond 
and  compelled  to  sign  a  complete  retraction  of  the 
charges  he  had  made. 

From  this  opposition  to  corporate  monopoly  led 
by  Mr.  Emery  there  came  beneficent  results,  and 
it  is  not  exaggerated  to  assert  that  benefit  from 
that  opposition  has  accrued  to  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  for  from  this  local  fight  came  the 
great  battles  in  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and 
the  final  Congressional  Enactments  forever  curb¬ 
ing  corporation  greed  and  usurpation  of  power. 
But  to  continue  along  strictly  commercial  lines, 
there  is  scarcely  an  industry  or  an  enterprise  of  the 
Bradford  region  in  which  Lewis  Emery,  Jr.,  was 
not  dominant  in  conjunction  with  his  capable  sons. 
The  companies  which  are  grouped  under  the  Emery 
management  are  all  located  in  the  Emery  office  at 
Bradford,  as  follows :  The  American  Alkali  and 
Acid  Company,  Emery  Manufacturing  Company, 
Emery  Oil  Company,  Emery  Pipe  Line  Company, 
Minard  Run  Oil  Company,  Quintuple  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  Inca  Mining  Company,  Inca  Rubber  Com¬ 
pany,  Bradford  Gas  Company,  Delevan  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  and  Emery  Hardware  Company.  Particular 
interest  attaches  to  the  American  Alkali  and  Acid 
Company,  as  through  Mr.  Emery’s  interest  in  this 
firm  and  his  determined  will,  the  oxalic  acid  manu¬ 
facturing  industry  in  this  country  was  saved  from 
utter  ruin  through  German  competition.  He  not 
only  withstood  heavy  inroads  upon  his  capital  and 
with  characteristic  energy  and  courage  kept  his 
plant  going,  but  he  personally  appeared  before 
Congressional  committees  and  pressed  home  upon 
legislators  the  importance  of  a  tariff  protection 
against  the  German  product,  which  was  being 
forced  upon  the  United  States  through  a  system 
of  price  reduction,  imperiling  the  American  mills. 
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With  this  help  and  his  own  indomitable  will,  the 
American  Alkali  and  Acid  Company,  together  with 
other  chemical  companies  manufacturing  oxalic 
acid,  remained  in  the  field,  and  when  the  German 
supply  was  shut  off  by  the  late  World  War,  they 
were  capable  of  meeting  every  demand.  The 
American  Alkali  and  Acid  Company  expanded 
vastly  and  it  is  now  the  only  oxalic  acid  manu¬ 
facturing  plant  in  the  United  States,  and  is  won¬ 
derfully  productive.  The  great  financial  reward 
he  had  reaped  through  this  company  is  richly 
deserved,  as  for  years  he  faced  what  seemed  cer¬ 
tain  severe  loss,  the  company  never  paying  a 
dividend,  and  Mr.  Emery  personally  carried  the 
heavy  financial  obligations  the  firm  had  incurred. 
The  company  is  now  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Emery’s  son,  Earl  C.  Emery,  he  having  been 
appointed  superintendent  in  1916. 

The  foregoing  may  be  called  Mr.  Emery’s  local 
interests,  widespread  as  they  were.  But  his  activi¬ 
ties  cannot  be  localized,  a  continent  not  limiting 
his  field.  South  America  was  a  fruitful  field  of 
commercial  operation,  Peru,  and  other  countries 
having  been  greatly  aided  in  their  development 
through  his  interest  and  activity.  All  his  busi¬ 
ness  interests  were  centered  in  Bradford,  where 
he  maintained  his  home,  his  winters  being  spent 
in  Jamaica,  West  Indies,  where  he  had  erected  a 
palatial  home,  and  in  South  America.  The  years, 
up  to  a  short  time  before  his  death,  had  touched 
him  lightly,  and  he  seemed  untiring  in  his  energy. 
In  association  with  the  sons,  Earle  C.  and  Lewis 
(3)  Emery,  he  kept  in  close  touch  with  every  phase 
of  his  business  until  a  short  time  before  the  hand 
of  death  wrote  “finis”  across  his  life’s  record. 

Mr.  Emery’s  political  career  vies  with  his  busi¬ 
ness  record  in  interest  and  excitement.  A  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics,  he  served  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature,  either  as  Representative  or  Senator 
from  1878  until  1889.  During  that  period  “the 
member  from  McKean”  was  rarely  without  a 
fight  on  his  hands,  and  to  his  record  more  vic¬ 
tories  than  defeats  are  placed.  Strictly  upright 
and  honorable  in  his  private  life,  he  despised  both 
graft  and  the  grafter,  and  favor  seeking  corpora¬ 
tions  were  his  especial  abhorrence.  Harrisburg 
never  free  from  corporation  influences,  was  par¬ 
ticularly  infested  during  Mr.  Emery’s  term  of 
office,  and  he  was  kept  continually  on  the  alert. 
Probably  his  fiercest  fight  was  in  the  House  dur¬ 
ing  his  first  session,  1878-79.  The  railroad  riots 
of  1877  had  hit  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  hard, 
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and  smarting  under  their  losses  they  presented  a 
bill,  asking  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  pay 
the  railroad  $4,000,000  for  damages  done  to  their 
property  during  the  strike.  This  was  contrary  to 
an  act  of  the  Legislature,  which  placed  the  loss 
upon  the  counties  in  which  the  losses  occurred, 
and  at  once  was  confronted  by  opposition  in  the 
person  of  Lewis  Emery  and  the  members  from 
the  oil  counties.  To  club  them  into  submission  a 
bill  was  presented,  placing  a  tax  of  fifty  cents  on 
each  barrel  of  crude  oil  produced,  but  that  failed 
to  deter  Mr.  Emery  and  his  associates,  their  deter¬ 
mined  opposition  finally  defeating  the  Pittsburgh 
Riot  Bill,  as  the  measure  was  called,  the  damage 
caused  by  the  rioters  being  paid  by  Allegheny 
County.  Every  weapon  that  was  then  in  use  by 
corporations  to  coerce  a  Legislature  was  employed 
to  force  this  bill  through — bribery,  personal  attack, 
newspaper  abuse — bringing  about  one  of  the  first 
investigations  ever  conducted  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State.  William  H.  Kemble,  then  State 
Treasurer,  was  accused  of  bribery,  and  as  a  result 
was  tried  and  sentenced.  Mr.  Emery  was  in  the 
thick  of  the  fight,  a  liberal  one  at  times,  with 
blows  both  received  and  given,  so  intense  was  the 
interest  and  great  the  excitement  at  the  meetings 
of  the  committee  appointed  through  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  Emery  and  his  friends.  The  committee  met 
in  the  Capitol  at  night,  the  roll  of  members  being 
called  alphabetically,  which  compelled  his  early 
attendance  at  every  session  of  House  and  commit¬ 
tee.  He  was  equal  to  the  occasion  and  was  re¬ 
warded  by  a  triumph  over  the  foes  of  righteous¬ 
ness  in  government. 

More  far-reaching  than  his  defeat  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Riot  Bill  were  the  results  of  his  legislative 
experiences  and  his  determination  to  conduct  his 
oil  business,  regardless  of  the  wishes  of  the  Stand¬ 
ard  Oil  Company.  When  he  elected  to  fight  rather 
than  serve,  he  soon  found  that  his  foes  were  too 
strongly  intrenched  politically  to  be  successfully 
fought  privately.  Then  originated  the  idea  which 
he  suggested  first  to  the  Oil  Producers’  Associa¬ 
tion,  that  they  seek  a  law  from  Congress  which 
should  compel  railroads  to  treat  all  shippers  alike, 
the  rebates  allowed  the  Standard  by  the  railroads 
being  the  strongest  weapon  in  their  armory  which 
could  be  used  against  the  producers  and  inde¬ 
pendent  refiners.  He  employed  the  best  legal  tal¬ 
ent,  and  for  months  worked  with  his  lawyer  in 
determining  first  what  action  was  possible  under 
existing  law,  they  finally  reaching  the  conclusion 


that  there  could  be  no  relief  save  through  entirely 
new  Congressional  legislation.  The  first  result 
was  the  bill  drawn  by  W.  H.  Hubbard,  and  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  and  referred 
to  the  committee  of  which  Mr.  Emery  was  a  lead¬ 
ing  member.  He  led  in  the  support  of  the  measure 
in  the  committee  and  on  the  floor,  Congressman 
Hopkins,  of  Pittsburgh,  finally  being  prevailed 
upon  to  present  the  bill  in  the  Lower  House  of 
Congress.  There  is  not  a  fore-ordained  fate,  but 
Mr.  Emery  never  faltered,  continuing  his  fight  for 
the  small  producer  and  the  independent  refiner  and 
manufacturer.  The  bill  reappeared  in  Congress  as 
the  Watson  Bill,  then  as  the  Reagan  Bill,  this  last- 
named  one  being  the  basis  of  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Act  of  1895.  Although  his  fight  for  gov¬ 
ernmental  control  of  corporations  was  waged  in 
the  open  for  years,  and  he,  being  personally  invited 
by  the  President  and  by  Congressional  committees 
to  conference  upon  the  subject,  his  part  was  for 
a  long  time  little  known  by  the  public.  But  later 
he  received  a  portion  of  the  credit  due  him,  and 
it  is  known  to  many  that  his  views,  his  presenta¬ 
tion  of  facts,  his  arguments,  and  his  testimony 
before  committees  and  judicial  bodies,  influenced 
the  legislation  and  moulded  the  policy  of  the  ad¬ 
ministration  toward  the  evil  of  corporate  monopoly, 
aggravated  as  they  were  by  their  formation  into 
powerful  trusts  and  combinations.  He  was 
the  father  of  Interstate  Commerce  legislation, 
although  no  act  bears  his  name,  for  he  first  led 
the  fight  which  created  a  sentiment  demanding 
such  legislation,  and  then  aided  in  shaping  the 
laws  which  brought  relief. 

The  winning  of  this  fight  for  the  rights  of  the 
people  brought  upon  him  the  wrath  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  political  machine,  and  after  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  the  State  Senate  in  1889,  until  1906, 
Mr.  Emery  was  prominent  politically  only  as  a 
leader  of  reform  movements  directed  toward  the 
overthrow  of  the  party  organization  which  was 
dominant  in  the  State.  When  William  H.  Berry 
was  nominated  for  State  Treasurer  by  the  Democ¬ 
racy,  Mr.  Emery  warmly  espoused  his  cause  and 
contributed  largely  to  his  election.  The  expose  of 
the  “Capital  frauds”  revealed  through  Treasurer 
Berry’s  access  to  the  records,  was  one  of  the 
results  of  that  election,  the  appearance  of  the  Lin¬ 
coln  Republican  party  in  State  politics  another. 
When  Governor  Pennypacker’s  term  expired  and 
a  successor  was  to  be  chosen,  the  Republicans,  see¬ 
ing  the  plight  they  were  in  through  the  revelation 
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of  the  “Capital  Steal,”  brought  forward  a  man 
of  unimpeachable  character,  Edwin  S.  Stuart,  of 
Philadelphia,  as  their  candidate.  The  Lincoln 
Republicans  nominated  Lewis  Emery,  Jr.,  who 
was  endorsed  by  the  Democratic  State  Convention. 
A  battle  royal  followed  and  every  one  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania’s  sixty-seven  counties  was  a  battlefield.  This 
campaign  of  1906  for  Gubernatorial  honors  was 
one  long  to  be  remembered,  and  in  the  result  was 
far-reaching.  Mr.  Stuart  won  the  decision  by  a 
small  majority,  but  a  spirit  of  independence  was 
engendered  that  will  never  die  even  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  the  most  loyal  of  all  States  to  organized 
political  rule.  Theodore  Roosevelt  carried  the 
State  against  the  regular  Republican  nominee  for 
President  in  1912,  a  result  impossible  save  for  the 
educational  influence  of  the  campaign  of  1906,  under 
the  banner  of  independent  thinking  and  voting 
carried  into  every  part  of  the  State  by  Lewis 
Emery,  Jr. 

So  a  useful  life  has  been  spent.  While  great 
business  enterprises  and  public  duty  have  rivaled 
each  other  for  Mr.  Emery’s  time,  talent  and  energy, 
he  never  neglected  his  responsibilities  as  a  citizen 
of  Bradford,  but  generously  supported  all  the 
city’s  religious,  philanthropic,  educational  and 
social  institutions.  Many  of  these  organizations  he 
served  in  executive  capacity,  and  freely  did  he 
draw  upon  his  time  and  substance  in  their  behalf. 
That  interest  never  varied  or  abated,  and  Bradford 
had  no  more  loyal  citizen  or  devoted  friend  than 
he.  Nor  did  his  public  spirit  grow  less  with  his 
withdrawal  from  the  political  field,  but  he  remained 
until  his  death  the  interested  citizen,  in  touch  with 
all  public  affairs,  loyal  to  the  core,  and  a  true  type 
of  the  best  class  of  American  business  man,  his 
citizenship  in  the  greatest  of  democracies  his  most 
cherished  possession. 

Lewis  Emery,  Jr.,  married  (first),  December  29, 
1863,  Elizabeth  Ann  Caldwell,  who  died  October 
16,  1915,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Wil¬ 
son)  Caldwell,  of  Vistula,  Indiana.  (See  Cald¬ 
well  V.)  Lewis  Emery,  Jr.,  married  (second), 
September  3,  19x6,  Leta  Card. 

Issue  by  first  wife:  1.  Clara  Louise,  who  died 
in  infancy.  2.  Delevan,  of  whom  forward.  3. 
Grace  Elizabeth,  born  January  27,  1874.  4.  Earl 
Caldwell,  born  December  12,  1875.  5.  Lewis  (3), 
born  August  27,  1878.  These  sons,  Earl  C.  and 
Lewis,  were  closely  associated  with  their  father  in 
business,  and  were  his  trusted  lieutenants  in  his 
absence  from  Bradford. 


Can  Mr.  Emery’s  opposition  to  wrong  and  his 
fighting  quality  be  traced  to  the  John  Emery  who 
defied  the  law  and  was  humane  in  his  entertain¬ 
ment  of  Quakers?  There  is  a  great  deal  to  sup¬ 
port  that  theory  and  the  conclusion  is  not  far¬ 
fetched.  There  are  other  facts  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Emery  that  deserve  especial  notice.  He  came  to 
the  oil  region  with  little  money,  but  later,  when 
he  needed  capital,  his  varied  and  almost  unlim¬ 
ited  practical  knowledge  of  the  oil  business  and 
personal  experience  in  various  branches  connected 
with  it,  his  unbounded  energy,  positive  char¬ 
acter  and  qualities  of  leadership,  proved  equiva¬ 
lent,  and  capital  and  credit  were  his.  His  cooper¬ 
ation  was  sought,  and  he  was  able  to  effect  desir¬ 
able  co-partnership  with  men  of  means  who  lacked 
the  qualities  which  he  possessed.  Thus  his  suc¬ 
cess  was  assured  and  he  soon  reached  a  position 
of  financial  independence.  This  fact,  allied  with 
his  independence  of  character,  made  doubly  galling 
the  oppression  he  and  his  associates  suffered  from 
rebates  and  discrimination  in  freight  rates,  and  he 
soon  raised  the  banner  of  revolt  against  the  evils 
of  corporate  monoply.  Then  came  his  election  to 
the  Legislature  and  his  leadership  of  the  oil  coun¬ 
try’s  representatives,  with  whose  support  he  was 
able  to  wage  the  fight  which  at  last  met  with 
success.  It  was  no  small  honor  for  a  civilian  to  be 
called  into  conference  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  nor  to  be  summoned  before  Con¬ 
gressional  bodies,  not  only  as  an  expert  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  world,  but  as  a  man  who  had  given  deep  study 
to  the  legislative  side  of  the  problem  and  had 
formulated  wise  and  workable  plans.  Few  men  in 
public  office  all  their  lives  could  show  a  record  of 
such  valuable  service,  but  with  him  it  simply  was 
a  duty  which  fell  to  his  lot  and  must  be  performed. 
Success  was  written  large  over  his  entire  life,  and 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  may  well  be 
proud  of  her  adopted  son,  and  give  great  honor  to 
his  memory. 

The  death  of  Lewis  Emery,  Jr.,  occurred  in  the 
Hahnemann  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
November  19,  1924,  after  an  illness  of  five  months. 
With  the  flags  of  the  city  at  half-mast,  with  all 
stores  and  business  places  closed,  funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  family  home  on  Congress  Street, 
Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
November  22;  Rev.  F.  Dean  Miller,  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  of  which  the  deceased  had  been 
a  member,  officiating.  Simplicity  marked  the 
funeral  services  and  burial,  the  latter  taking  place 
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in  the  family  mausoleum  in  Oak  Hill  Cemetery. 
Honorary  pall-bearers  were  E.  E.  Bryner,  C.  W. 
Boring,  W.  A.  McCafferty,  E.  R.  Bryner,  George 
J.  Reidy  and  Alex  Lackman;  while  the  active 
pall-bearers  were  James  Speckernagle,  Charles 
Rowe,  Edward  Youngberg,  Charles  Benson,  Amil 
Sandeen  and  Roy  Bryner.  Thus  passed  the  man  who 
was  a  protagonist  in  the  organization  of  the  Inter¬ 
state  Commerce  Commission,  whose  dominant  per¬ 
sonality  and  uprightness  of  purpose  made  political 
history.  He  was  a  vigorous  and  uncompromising 
foe  of  wrong,  a  sincere  and  indefatigable  cham¬ 
pion  of  right,  a  noble,  stalwart  man — a  man  whose 
life  and  labors  most  fully  exemplify  the  real  true 
American,  in  the  finest  meaning  of  the  word.  The 
almost  countless  newspaper  articles  and  editorials 
which  appeared  at  the  time  of  his  death  show  in 
what  high  esteem  he  was  universally  held.  The 
“Bradford  Herald”  said  of  him: 

Lewis  Emery’s  work  is  done.  In  industrial  and 
political  history  he  now  “belongs  to  the  ages.” 
From  early  youth  even  up  to  recent  days,  his  won¬ 
derful  energy  was  ever  untiring.  Action  was  his 
life’s  purpose.  There  was  much  for  him  to  do  and 
he  never  avoided  his  tasks.  The  example  left  by 
him  is  replete  with  big  results  because  of  his 
indomitable  will  and  unfaltering  determination. 

From  a  small  beginning  he  rose  by  his  own 
efforts  to  a  commanding  position  in  industry  and 
in  movements  having  for  their  object  the  better¬ 
ment  of  conditions  affecting  the  public. 

In  business  and  in  politics  he  was  leader.  His 
efforts  brought  large  rewards. 

And  yesterday  when  all  that  was  mortal  of  this 
remarkable  man  was  placed  in  the  tomb,  this  com¬ 
munity  was  sincerely  and  deeply  saddened  by  its 
loss  and  that  of  the  Commonwealth  in  which  he 
had  achieved  so  much. 

Lewis  Emery  was  a  man  apart  from  the  ordi¬ 
nary.  He  possessed  an  individuality  that  was  an 
embodiment  of  dynamic  forces.  He  possessed  rare 
business  qualifications.  He  was  not  too  busy  to 
watch  even  the  smaller  details  of  his' varied  enter¬ 
prises. 

He  possessed  foresight  in  his  undertakings  and 
knew  how  to  achieve  his  ends.  He  had  executive 
ability  of  a  high  order  and  he  was  practical.  Yet 
back  of  those  personal  qualities  he  had  the  soul  and 
the  imagination  of  the  champion  of  justice  and  the 
foe  of  wrong-doing. 

He  sought  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Being  so  constituted  he  was  antagonized  by 
powerful  influences,  but  opposition  did  not  change 
his  attitude  toward  any  situation  that  might 
develop.  He  fought  fairly  and  his  blows  were 
counted.  He  was  honest  in  his  contentions  and 
he  feared  no  power  that  might  assail  him  because 
fear  was  not  in  him. 


But  now  he  is  at  rest.  His  work  is  completed 
and  it  has  been  capably  accomplished.  Glowing 
tributes  to  his  memory  are  bestowed  by  hosts  of 
admirers,  representing  all  classes  of  people — and 
these  tributes  all  are  well  deserved. 

A  great  man  has  been  taken  from  among  us. 

The  “Bradford  Era,”  in  commenting  upon  the 
vastly  constructive  and  peculiarly  beneficent  career 
of  its  most  illustrious  citizen,  said,  in  part: 

Lewis  Emery,  Jr.,  is  dead.  Another  life  has 
passed  out  upon  “that  mysterious  sea  whose  home¬ 
ward  wave  ne’er  yet  was  flecked  by  the  image  of 
a  returning  sail,”  and  Bradford  is  poorer  to-day 
because  this  is  so. 

Ripe  in  years  and  with  a  background  of  useful, 
constructive  activity  stretching  far  down  the  pro¬ 
cession  of  years,  Mr.  Emery  came  to  the  end  of 
life’s  fitful  journey  rich  in  honors  and  in  the 
esteem  of  his  fellowmen.  It  is  not  well,  perhaps, 
to  mourn  the  passing  of  a  life  so  fruitful  and  well- 
rounded.  Rather,  it  would  seem  fitting  that  there 
should  be  a  sense  of  reverent  satisfaction  that  one 
so  competent  was  long  spared  to  carry  forward 
work  so  well  conceived,  so  faithfully  executed, 
and  that  in  fullness  of  years  he  has  entered  into 
merited  rest.  And  yet,  there  will  be  a  feeling  of 
heartfelt  regret  that  this  useful  existence  could 
not  be  prolonged  indefinitely  to  point  the  way  of 
helpful  accomplishment. 

It  is  difficult  at  this  close  range  and  within  the 
time  available  to  fairly  estimate  the  character  and 
influence  of  one  so  versatile  whose  energetic  activi¬ 
ties  extended  over  a  long  span  of  years.  It  may  be 
said,  however,  that  positive  action  was  the  key¬ 
stone  of  his  career  and  that  he  walked  hand  in 
hand  with  Courage  and  Justice.  He  liked  most 
the  task  that  offered  the  greatest  difficulties  because 
he  revelled  in  the  triumphant  thrill  that  follows  the 
overthrow  of  obstacles,  and  he  never  asked  others 
to  follow  where  he  feared  to  lead  in  person.  These 
outstanding  elements  of  a  vigorous  character  won 
the  undying  loyalty  of  those  associated  in  his  many 
enterprises  and  made  secure  the  foundation  of  his 
success.  He  believed  religiously  in  hard  work  and 
exemplified  his  faith  along  this  line  through  many 
years  of  endeavor  and  in  many  fields. 

The  word  “Failure”  had  no  place  in  Mr.  Emery’s 
lexicon.  Disasters  that  would  have  crushed  and 
discouraged  less  resolute  souls  merely  stimulated 
him  to  greater  effort  and  were  made  to  serve  as 
stepping  stones  to  broader  successes.  He  snapped 
his  fingers  at  adversity  and,  like  a  good  soldier 
under  fire,  “dug  himself  in”  to  prepare  for  new 
offensives.  He  gave  liberally  to  charity  and  to 
all  enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the  welfare 
of  Bradford.  And  when  his  interests  became  too 
varied  to  permit  personal  investigation  of  all  claims 
upon  his  bounty,  he  organized  a  fund  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  in  the  name  of  the  Emery  Interests,  which 
was  administered  by  his  subordinates. 

Mr.  Emery  was  a  loyal  friend  and  a  generous 
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born  September  20,  1842,  died  October  25,  1924; 
married  Lewis  E.  Hamsher.  Mrs.  Hamsher’s  life 
was  beautifully  lived.  She  was  actively  interested 
in  social  and  charitable  enterprises  and  was  a  rec¬ 
ognized  leader  in  works  of  this  kind  in  her  home 
city  of  Bradford.  Always  a  generous  giver  of  her 
means  for  the  alleviation  of  suffering  and  want, 
she  also  gave  unstintingly  of  her  service,  and  at 
her  death  was  a  person  who  was  deeply  loved  by 
all.  5.  Margaret  Jane,  born  May  16,  1845,  died  in 
1846. 

(V)  Elizabeth  Ann  Caldwell,  originally  named 
Ann  Elizabeth,  third  of  the  five  children  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Sarah  (Wilson)  Caldwell,  and  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  fifth  generation  of  the  Caldwells 
in  America,  was  born  January  17,  1841,  and  died 
October  16,  1915.  She  married,  December  29,  1863, 
Lewis  Emery,  Jr.  (See  Emery  VII.)  Her  life 
was  one  of  constant  and  consistent  helpfulness  in 
charitable  and  philanthropic  circles.  First,  last  and 
always,  she  was  the  devoted  wife  and  mother;  but 
she  also  found  time  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  the 
poor  and  suffering  in  her  home  city.  Every  plea 
for  help  in  every  worthy  movement  met  with 
an  instant,  wise  and  understanding  sympathy  and 
cooperation  on  her  part,  and  her  death,  late  in 
1915,  lost  a  universally  beloved  friend  to  the  citi¬ 
zenry  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania.  Issue :  1. 

Clara  Louise,  who  died  in  infancy.  2.  Delevan, 
born  September  26,  1867,  died  August  15,  1911. 
(See  Emery  VIII.)  3.  Grace  Elizabeth,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  27,  1874.  4.  Earl  Caldwell,  born  December 
12,  1875.  5.  Lewis  (3),  born  August  27,  1878. 

References — Burke’s :  “General  Armory”  (two 
editions).  Matthews’:  “American  Armory”  (two 
editions).  Fairbairn’s :  “Crests.”  Bardsley’s: 
“English  and  Welsh  Surnames”  (two  editions). 
Cutter’s:  “Massachusetts  Genealogy”  (four  vol¬ 
umes).  Cutter’s:  “Connecticut  Genealogy”  (four 
volumes).  Lower’s:  “Dictionary  of  Family 
Names.”  Savage’s :  “Genealogical  Dictionary” 
(four  volumes).  Notes  and  Queries,  Fourth  Ser¬ 
ies  (Volume  I).  Egle’s :  “Pennsylvania  Geneal¬ 
ogy.”  “History  of  Elkhart,  Indiana”  (two  vol¬ 
umes).  “Pioneers  of  Indiana.”  “Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania”  (Volume  III).  “Crawford  County  His¬ 
tory.”  Beers’ :  “History  of  Hillsdale  County.” 
Pennsylvania  Census  of  1790.  New  Hampshire 
Census  of  1790.  Indiana  Census  of  1840.  Michi¬ 
gan  Census  of  1850.  “American  Ancestry.”  “His¬ 
tory  of  Wayne  County,  New  York.”  “Encyclo¬ 
pedia  of  Biography.”  Newspapers.  Family  data. 

GEORGE  WHITTEN  MAGEE— Among  the 
sturdy  pioneers  who  carried  civilization  into  Penn¬ 


sylvania  during  the  eighteenth  century  and  whose 
descendants  have  contributed  so  many  honored 
citizens  to  its  social  fabric,  men  who  have  won 
renown  in  the  learned  professions  and  who  have 
served  the  public  in  offices  of  trust  and  responsi¬ 
bility,  were  the  Scotch  Covenanters  in  the  English 
Army  who  located  at  Philadelphia  about  1750- 
1760.  Prior  to  his  coming  to  America,  Colonel 
Magee  had  lived  in  Ireland,  the  home  of  the 
Magees  having1  been,  for  a  number  of  generations, 
at  Rathmullen,  County  Donegal,  just  southwest  of 
Scotland. 

(I)  William  Magee,  son  of  Colonel  W.  A. 
Magee,  settled  in  the  Black  Log  Valley  in  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  County,  Pennsylvania,  his  family  consist¬ 
ing  of  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  the  eldest 
sons  and  daughters  remaining  at  the  old  home¬ 
stead;  of  the  other  five  sons  one  settled  in  West 
Virginia  and  the  rest  in  Pennsylvania,  in  Alle¬ 
gheny,  Mercer,  Butler  and  Lawrence  counties. 

(II)  George  Magee,  one  of  the  six  sons  of 
William  Magee,  who  settled  in  what  is  now  Law¬ 
rence  County,  married  Nancy  Appleby,  and  they 
had  the  following  children:  Mary;  Jane;  Margery; 
John,  of  whom  further;  Nicebey;  and  Catherine. 

(III)  John  Magee,  son  of  George  and  Nancy 
(Appleby)  Magee,  married  Jane  Munnell,  and  lo¬ 
cated  near  Plaingrove,  in  the  same  county,  and 
had  the  following  children  :  Rosanna,  married  Rob¬ 
ert  McCammon;  James  E.,  of  whom  further; 
Agnes,  married  Robert  Van  Horn;  George,  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  September  5,  1862; 
John  A.;  Martha*  J.,  married  John  Book;  Marga¬ 
ret  E.,  married  J.  W.  Boak;  Mary  E.,  married 
Joseph  Seth;  Sarah  C. 

(IV)  James  E.  Magee,  son  of  John  and  Jane 
(Munnell)  Magee,  was  born  May  22,  1834.  He 
married,  November  20,  1855,  Mary  Ann  Hanna, 
daughter  of  William  Hanna,  a  native  of  County 
Down,  Ireland.  To  them  were  born  ten  children, 
as  follows:  Francis  W.,  married  Charlotte  Cooper; 
Zeldas,  married  Isaac  J.  Pizor;  Katharyn  J.,  mar¬ 
ried  Joseph  S.  Long;  George  Whitten,  of  whom 
further;  James  E.,  Jr.,  married  Millie  Sproull, 
daughter  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Sproull;  Martha  M. ;  John 
W. ;  Mary  Oliver,  married  Dr.  Homer  G.  Duncan ; 
Martha  Myrtle,  married  Samuel  W.  Bragdon ; 
Dessie  Bird. 

(V)  Dr.  George  Whitten  Magee,  son  of  James 
E.  and  Mary  Ann  (Hanna)  Magee,  was  born  July 
27,  1864.  He  prepared  for  college  in  public 
schools,  then  entered  Grove  City  College,  Penn- 
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sylvania,  whence  he  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts,  1886.  Choosing  the  profession 
of  medicine  as  his  life  work,  he  entered  Western 
Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  graduating  March 
28,  1889.  He  immediately  commenced  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine  in  Venango  County,  locating  at 
Seneca,  where  he  remained  for  three  years,  re¬ 
moving  to  Oil  City  in  1892,  and  forming  a  part¬ 
nership  with  Drs.  J.  A.  Ritchey  and  C.  W.  Coulter. 
The  association  continued  until  October  1,  1897, 
when  Dr.  Coulter  retired,  the  other  two  partners 
remaining  in  practice  together  until  June,  1903, 
from  which  time  Dr.  Magee  maintained  his  own 
office  Besides  looking  after  the  duties  of  an 
extensive  patronage,  he  kept  in  touch  with  the 
incidental  activities  of  his  profession  in  his  home 
territory  and  beyond,  being  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Oil  City  Medical  Society,  the 
Venango  County  Medical  Society,  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American 
Medical  Association;  a  member  of  the  board  of 
examiners  of  the  Oil  City  Training  School  for 
Nurses;  a  surgeon  of  the  Erie  Railroad  for  over 
ten  years ;  and  a  trustee  of  Polk  Institute  for  the 
Feeble  Minded,  at  Polk,  Venango  County,  for 
nine  years,  having  been  appointed  by  three  Gov¬ 
ernors.  Dr.  Magee’s  professional  labors  brought 
him  into  familiar  association  with  representatives 
of  all  classes  in  the  community,  and  recognizing 
the  need  of  corrective  measures  in  many  phases  of 
the  administration  of  local  affairs  he  gave  will¬ 
ingly  of  his  time  and  counsel  to  attain  them.  For 
twelve  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Oil  City 
School  Board,  three  times  being  elected  president 
of  that  body;  served  two  consecutive  terms  in  the 
State  Legislature,  having  been  elected  in  1902  and 
1904,  in  all  of  which  he  left  a  good  name.  In 
1911  Dr.  Magee,  with  his  wife  and  family,  made 
a  trip  to  Europe,  remaining  several  months,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  he  took  advanced  professional  work 
in  notable  institutions.  While  in  Scotland  he  took 
a  special  vacation  course  at  Edinburgh  Post- 
Graduate  Hospital,  in  connection  with  the  Univer¬ 
sity  and  Royal  College,  returning  well  fortified  to 
resume  practice,  in  which  he  was  busily  engaged 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  July 
3,  1914.  Dr.  Magee  was  a  high  Mason,  affiliated 
with  Patrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons ;  Oil  City  Chapter,  No.  236,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43,  Knights 
Templar;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite;  and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient 


Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of 
Erie,  Pennsylvania. 

On  May  2,  1889,  Dr.  Magee  was  married  to  Mae 
M.  Coulter,  born  October  22,  1870,  daughter  of 
Dr.  George  Webster  and  Sarah  (Crowl)  Coulter, 
of  Slippery  Rock,  Butler  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  two  daughters:  1. 
Eva  M.,  born  March  17,  1890;  graduate  of  Wil¬ 
son  College,  1912,  with  one  year’s  advanced  work 
in  a  select  school  in  Berlin;  married  John  Kirk¬ 
patrick  Earp.  2.  Irene  V.,  born  September  8, 
1894;  a  graduate  of  Gardner  School  for  Girls, 
New  York  City;  married  Willard  B.  Lamberton, 
assistant  cashier  of  Oil  City  National  Bank.  Dr. 
Magee  and  his  family  have  been  true  to  the  re¬ 
ligious  training  of  the  family,  which  is  Presby¬ 
terian. 

(The  Coulter  Line). 

Mrs.  Magee,  who  is  a  sister  of  the  late  Dr. 
Clarence  Webster  Coulter,  of  Oil  City,  belongs  to 
a  family  that  represents  the  best  and  worthiest 
type  of  American  citizenship  and  commands  ac¬ 
cordingly,  in  an  unusual  degree,  the  respect  of  all. 
The  name  is  of  ancient  origin,  first  appearing  in 
Scotland  in  records  of  the  twelfth  century,  Coulter 
being  the  Scotch  form  of  the  Norse  Kaldr,  a 
Viking  name  of  the  eleventh  century,  which  makes 
it  seem  likely  that  the  Coulters  are  descendants 
of  the  Norse  Vikings,  who  early  invaded  Scot¬ 
land  and  Ireland  from  the  north.  When  the  Eng¬ 
lish  crown  granted  lands  in  Ireland  in  1606  to 
certain  men,  the  Coulters  were  among  those  who 
settled  there,  among  whom  were  clergymen  of 
the  Presbyterian  faith  in  Counties  Tyrone  and 
Down.  It  was  from  this  group  that  James  Coul¬ 
ter,  progenitor  of  the  line  in  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  is  descended.  As  early  as  1796  he  came  to 
what  is  now  Lawrence  County.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  having  been  a  Miss  Scott, 
and  his  second,  by  whom  all  his  children  were 
born,  was  Barbara  Green,  of  Greene  County, 
Pennsylvania.  His  children  were:  James;  John, 
who  lived  near  Mechanicville,  Butler  County;  and 
Mrs.  Fleming,  of  Pittsburgh.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coul¬ 
ter  were  buried  in  Plains  Grove,  Lawrence  County. 

James  Coulter,  Jr.,  became  a  well-known  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Presbyterian  faith  in  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Ohio.  He  was  educated  at  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Jefferson  College,  and  the  Allegheny 
Theological  Seminary,  ordained  by  the  Presby¬ 
tery  of  Ohio,  and,  after  a  life  of  fruitful  activity, 
died  at  West  Sunbury,  Butler  County,  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  where  he  is  buried.  On  October  6,  1825, 
he  married  Mary  Offutt,  of  Plaingrove,  and  they 
reared  a  family  of  eight  children:  George  Web¬ 
ster,  father  of  Mrs.  Magee;  James  C.,  married 
Harriet  Clark,  and  died  in  the  Civil  War;  David 
S.,  married  Hannah  Scott ;  William,  died  in  the 
Civil  War;  Brainerd  Lowry,  married  (first)  Mrs. 
Emma  E.  Campbell  Stewart,  and  (second)  Abbie 
Black;  Mary  S.,  married  Robert  P.  Black;  John 
O.,  married  Sarah  Cunningham ;  Clara  V.,  married 
George  W.  McGill. 


F.  EARLE  MAGEE,  M.  D.,  bears  a  name 
distinguished  for  learning  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic ;  in  Scotland,  where  it  originated ;  in 
Ireland,  where  one  of  Erin’s  best  colleges  is  in 
Belfast;  and  in  America,  where  men  of  all  pro¬ 
fessions  bearing  the  name  have  added  distinction 
to  it.  The  particular  branch  to  which  Dr.  F.  Earle 
Magee  belongs,  and  of  which  he  is  a  worthy  mem¬ 
ber  has  been  represented  in  Pennsylvania  for  a 
number  of  generations,  all  of  whom  had  borne 
their  share  nobly  and  bravely  in  the  various  walks 
of  life  to  which  they  have  been  called.  Dr. 
Magee,  as  an  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  specialist, 
is  adding  prestige  to  his  own  reputation  and  to 
a  name  which  has  come  to  be  highly  respected  in 
the  medical  fraternity  in  Venango  County  by  his 
skillful  services.  Before  locating  at  Oil  City  he 
had  several  years  of  experience  in  successful  gen¬ 
eral  practice  at  Utica,  in  the  same  county. 

Dr.  Magee,  who  is  a  son  of  the  late  William  C. 
Magee,  of  New  Vernon,  Mercer  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  was  born  in  1882  at  the  same  place, 
where  he  also  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  public  schools,  after  which  he  entered 
McElwain  Institute  at  New  Lebanon,  Mercer 
County,  graduating  in  1904.  This  institution,  after 
he  had  spent  two  years  in  medicine,  conferred  on 
him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  In  the 
same  year  he  matriculated  at  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh,  where  he  finished  the  course  in  med¬ 
icine  in  1908.  After  five  and  one-half  years’  prac¬ 
tice  at  Utica  he  devoted  himself  to  special  study 
in  the  Chicago  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Col¬ 
lege,  at  Chicago,  and  in  Philadelphia  Polyclinic 
at  Philadelphia,  centering  his  attention  upon  the 
treatment  of  those  organs  when  he  resumed  active 
practice  at  Oil  City.  He  is  considered  an  author¬ 
ity  in  his  line,  and  is  consulted  by  other  physicians 
as  well  as  the  laity.  He  maintains  associations 
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with  the  leading  professional  organizations,  being 
especially  active  in  the  Medical  Society,  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Medical  Society,  where  he  has 
from  time  to  time  read  important  papers  before 
the  society,  and  the  American  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion.  Fraternally,  he  affiliates  with  Myrtle  Lodge, 
No.  316,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Franklin, 
Pennsylvania;  and  Oil  City  Chapter,  No.  236, 
Royal  Arch  Masons.  Dr.  Magee  is  a  public- 
spirited  gentleman,  and  is  earning  the  esteem  of  his 
townsmen  for  his  cooperation  in  all  things  per¬ 
taining  to  the  general  welfare. 

At  Utica,  Pennsylvania,  June  12,  1912,  Dr. 
Magee  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mabel  Mildred 
Wallace,  daughter  of  James  Templeton  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Loretta  (Foster)  Wallace,  members  of 
highly  respected  families  that  have  contributed 
many  excellent  citizens  to  the  United  States.  To 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Magee  was  born  one  daughter,  Helen 
Margaret,  May  22,  1925,  who  died  when  but  six 
days  old.  They  are  both  active  members  of  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church  of  Oil  City. 

(The  Wallace  Line). 

James  Templeton  Wallace,  father  of  Mrs. 
Magee,  and  a  son  of  Hugh  and  Mary  (Dwight) 
Wallace,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Sir  William 
Wallace,  the  famous  Scottish  patriot,  while  his 
father  was  a  full  cousin  of  General  Lewis  Wallace, 
a  distinguished  officer  in  the  Union  Army  during 
the  Civil  War  and  the  author  of  a  number  of 
notable  books,  of  which  “Ben  Hur”  is  perhaps 
the  best  known.  Mr.  Wallace  belongs  to  a  family 
well  known  in  church  history,  too,  being  a  cousin 
of  the  late  Rev.  Homer  H.  Wallace,  of  New  York 
City ;  of  Dr.  Maria  White,  who  has  given  more 
than  forty  years’  service  under  the  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  of  North  America  in  the  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Punjab,  India;  and  of  Miss  Josephine 
White,  who  has  al$o  given  an  equal  number  of 
years’  service  as  a  missionary  at  the  same  place. 
Children  of  James  Templeton  Wallace:  1.  Hugh 
Roy,  born  February  13,  1883 ;  educated  at  Utica 
High  School,  Edinboro  State  Normal1  School  and 
Carnegie  Technical  Institute;  married  Nettie  Vic¬ 
toria  Wade.  2.  Ethel  Gertrude,  born  January  1, 
1886;  educated  at  Utica  High  School  and  Edin¬ 
boro  State  Normal  School ;  married  Samuel  Greer 
Cochran.  3.  Mabel  Mildred,  born  October  22, 
1889;  educated  at  Utica  High  School  and  Edin¬ 
boro  State  Normal  School,  class  of  1910,  in  the 
latter  of  which  her  father  was  also  educated;  she 
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is  a  member  of  the  Belles  Letter  Club  and  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  who  married  Dr.  F.  Earle  Magee. 
4.  Bertha  May,  born  November  27,  1893;  edu¬ 
cated  at  Utica  High  School  and  Edinboro  State 
Normal  School;  married  John  Watson  Ray, 
teacher  in  Erie  East  High  School.  5.  Grace  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  born  August  5,  1896;  educated  at  Utica 
High  School  and  Edinboro  State  Normal  School; 
teacher  in  Erie.  6.  Helen  Virginia,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  5.  1904;  educated  at  Utica  High  School  and 
Edinboro  State  Normal  School;  teacher  in  Erie. 


MYRON  MATSON — A  history  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  would  not  be  complete  without  a 
biography  of  State  Senator  Myron  Matson,  whose 
lamented  death  occurred  on  December  15,  1906. 
Senator  Matson,  who  was  an  oil  and  mining  oper¬ 
ator  of  the  State  and  in  South  America,  was  one 
of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and 
probably  the  most  prominent  one  in  Bradford  in 
his  day.  Senator  Matson  was  a  leading  Repub¬ 
lican  of  his  county,  a  popular  club  member  and  a 
devout  and  ardent-working  church  member. 

Myron  Matson  was  born  in  Rushford,  Allegany 
County,  New  York,  September  13,  1850,  of  an  old 
American  family.  He  was  a  son  of  Riley  and 
Susan  Matson.  When  the  future  Senator  was 
four  years  old  his  parents  took  him  to  Franklin- 
ville,  Cattaragus  County,  New  York,  where  he  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  and  later  in  the 
Tentwood  Academy  in  Franklinville. 

In  1870,  Myron  Matson  went  to  Tidioute,  War¬ 
ren  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  entered  the 
oil  industry,  founding  the  framework  of  his  life- 
work,  his  career.  He  soon  became  an  oil  operator, 
later  extending  his  operations  to  mining,  in  the 
latter  field  becoming  an  international  and  inter¬ 
territorial  entrc-preneur. 

Mr.  Matson  had  holdings  in  many  of  the  oil 
fields  of  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia,  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Matson,  Wallace  &  Thomp¬ 
son,  oil  operators,  and  later  as  head  of  the  Matson 
Oil  Company.  He  also  became  president  of  the 
Victor  Oil  Company.  When  he  extended  opera¬ 
tions,  Mr.  Matson  became  associated  with  the 
Inca  Mining  Company,  which  holds  mines  in  Peru, 
South  America,  and  with  the  Bradford  Alaskan 
Mining  Company,  operating  in  the  Northern 
United  States  territory. 

An  ardent,  active  Republican,  Mr.  Matson  be¬ 
came  chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Com¬ 


mittee  shortly  after  moving  to  Bradford  in  1876, 
and  he  served  as  delegate  to  many  county  and 
State  conventions.  In  1900,  while  county  chair¬ 
man,  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  house  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Legislature  and  was  reelected 
in  1904.  He  died  while  in  the  Senate. 

Senator  Matson  was  a  trustee  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Bradford.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Union  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  and  of  Isan- 
dalia  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  he  being  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

In  1882  Mr.  Matson  was  married  to  Mrs.  Bertha 
A.  Claus,  who  with  two  sons  survived  him.  One 
son,  Calvin  S.  Claus,  a  son  of  Mrs.  Bertha  A. 
(Claus)  Matson  by  a  former  marriage,  took  the 
name  of  Matson.  Bruce  H.  Matson  was  his  own 
son. 


JOHN  F.  WHITWORTH— The  State  cler¬ 
ical  record  of  the  immediate  activities  of  the 
Legal  Department  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  is  further  enriched  by  both  the  secre¬ 
tarial  service  of  Mr.  Whitworth  and  his  published 
works  upon  subjects  that  have  a  special  interest 
in  corporation  law  study,  dealing  as  they  do  with 
the  vital  matters  pertaining  to  the  origin  and  the 
government  of  corporations.  Though  Mr.  Whit¬ 
worth  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  general  prac¬ 
tice  of  law,  wherein  he  is  accounted  one  of  the 
most  learned  practitioners  in  Pennsylvania,  his 
outstanding  accomplishment  in  behalf  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  is  contained  in  his  writings  and  in  his  par¬ 
ticular  interest  in  the  department  of  law  in  which 
he  is  expert,  his  books  having  a  wide  circulation 
and  reading  for  the  interest  that  is  discovered  in 
the  elucidation  of  the  basic  principles  of  their 
leading  theme.  Mr.  Whitworth  is  a  son  of  Smith 
Whitworth,  who  died  August  5>  1895,  and  was 
identified  with  boating  and  river  work,  and  Henri¬ 
etta  (Ford)  Whitworth,  who  died  February  27, 
1906,  both  natives  of  Armstrong  County. 

John  F.  Whitworth  was  born  February  12, 
1854,  in  Apollo,  Armstrong  County,  where  he  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools,  and  he  afterwards  took 
an  uncompleted  course  at  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Reading  law  in  the  office  of  J.  A. 
Freedly,  and  making  his  study  particularly  thor¬ 
ough  in  the  department  of  corporation  law,  Mr. 
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Whitworth  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  September, 
1878,  and  in  that  year  began  general  practice  under 
his  own  name  at  Apollo.  In  1901,  Mr.  Whitworth 
went  to  Harrisburg,  where  he  entered  upon  his 
long  association  with  the  legal  department  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
continuing  therewith  for  twenty-two  years,  when 
he  returned  again,  as  at  present,  to  general  prac¬ 
tice.  It  was  during  that  period  that  Mr.  Whit¬ 
worth  first  established  his  repute  as  a  writer  on 
corporation  law,  a  repute  that  is  now  broadcast  in 
all  law  colleges,  his  works  in  his  specialty  being 
“Taxation  of  Corporations,”  “Statutory  Law  of 
Corporations,”  and  “Creation  of  Corporations.” 
He  is  also  author  of  several  works  not  directly 
pertaining  to  law,  and  it  may  be  stated  that  during 
his  service  at  Harrisburg,  seven  governors  suc¬ 
cessfully  held  office.  In  recognition  of  his  works 
that  have  established  his  fame  as  a  law  writer,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Arts 
and  Sciences  of  New  York  City. 

In  political  matters,  Mr.  Whitworth  gives  his 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  Party;  and  fraternally 
he  is  affiliated  with  Apollo  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  is  a  life  member  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Armstrong  County 
Historical  Society;  and  his  religious  faith  is  that 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

John  F.  Whitworth  married,  June  26,  1884,  Mary 
Elizabeth  Reynolds,  of  Kittanning.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  are:  Henrietta,  who  married  John  A.  Lath- 
wood,  died  November  26,  1921 ;  and  John  Ford 
Whitworth,  Jr.,  who  served  in  the  World  War 
and  was  of  aviation  with  the  American  Expedi¬ 
tionary  Forces  in  France. 


AMOS  P.  DALE — The  name  of  Amos  P. 
Dale  is  interchangeably  woven  with  the  history  of 
Oil  City,  where  he  was  an  able  promoter  of  all 
the  material  activities  of  the  community,  having,  as 
a  merchant  and  financier,  been  one  of  the  city’s  most 
substantial  citizens.  He  was  born  March  3,  1839, 
in  Clarion  County,  whither  his  father,  the  late 
David  Dale,  had  removed  from  Westmoreland 
County,  Pennsylvania,  in  an  early  day  and  had 
become  a  well-known  farmer  and  lumberman.  In 
1857  David  Dale  became  a  resident  of  Rockland 
Township,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  his  death  occurring  April  8,  1862,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two,  but  not  before  he  had  become  prosperous 
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through  his  thrift  and  enterprise  in  drilling  for 
oil.  On  October  23,  1832,  David  Dale  married 
Catharine  Henlen,  who  was  born  February  27, 
1812,  and  died  October  18,  1881,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Margaret 
Ann,  born  September  5,  1833,  married  Henry 
Washington  Shaffer.  2.  Joseph  King,  born  Jan¬ 
uary  22,  1835,  farmer  and  oil  driller,  who  married 
Susan  Shaffer,  and  died  September,  1816,  in  Frank¬ 
lin.  3.  Lucenda,  born  January  20,  1837,  mar¬ 
ried  C.  C.  Shaner.  4.  Amos  P.,  of  further  men¬ 
tion.  5.  Christian  C.,  born  August  14,  1843.  6. 
Nancy  P.,  born  May  17,  1846,  married  John  Bart¬ 
lett.  7.  Magdalena  A.,  born  November  4,  1847, 
died  June  5,  1852.  8.  David  Isaiah,  born  March 
18,  1849.  9.  Levi  H.,  born  October  1,  1850,  died 
in  1915.  10.  Rev.  Wesley  W.,  born  March  10,  1853, 
for  many  years  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  and  still  a  minister.  11.  Malinda 
Clara,  born  December  9,  1855,  married  W.  I.  Reed, 
a  merchant  of  Franklin. 

In  the  autumn  of  1864,  when  twenty-five  years 
of  age,  Amos  P.  Dale  settled  in  Oil  City,  when 
the  town  contained  but  a  few  houses.  For  a 
short  time  he  engaged  in  teaming,  but  later  em¬ 
barked  in  the  general  merchandise  business,  where 
he  built  up  a  large  patronage,  his  store  being  one 
of  the  important  trading  centers  of  the  city  and 
surrounding  territory.  Finding  a  number  of  de¬ 
sirable  opportunities  for  investments  in  local  en¬ 
terprise  and  property,  he  soon  acquired  valuable 
leases,  retaining  his  interests  in  oil  lands  until  his 
death.  Keenly  alive  to  the  importance  of  sound 
financial  bases  in  business,  it  goes  without  saying 
that  he  held  a  solid  place  among  the  able  financiers 
of  the  city,  and  for  a  time  was  president  of  the  Oil 
City  Trust  Company.  Afterwards  he  was  a  di¬ 
rector  of  the  same  company  and  a  holder  of  ex¬ 
tensive  and  valuable  real  estate. 

Mr.  Dale  shared  the  responsibilities  of  the  local 
government  and  other  activities  of  the  city,  hav¬ 
ing  served  as  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  a 
trustee  of  the  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
In  1895  he  built  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  Oil 
City,  in  which  he  died,  March  12,  1908,  and  which 
is  still  occupied  by  his  widow. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Dale  married  Elizabeth  Hetzler, 
daughter  of  Captain  John  Hetzler,  a  surveyor  and 
prosperous  business  man  of  Venango  County, 
born  September  16,  1825.  Mrs.  Dale  is  a  most 
remarkable  woman,  with  keen  intellect  and  remark- 
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able  business  ability,  being  past  four  score  and 
the  mother  of  seven  children:  x.  Maurice  J.,  of 
Oil  City,  an  oil  producer ;  by  his  first  marriage  to 
Carrie  Miller,  he  had  two  children :  Clarence,  de¬ 
ceased,  and  Eva  M.,  wife  of  Captain  A.  D.  Cam¬ 
eron  ;  and  by  his  second  marriage  to  Catharine 
Moynahem,  has  one  son  Robert.  2.  Henry  L.,  of 
Oil  City,  an  oil  producer;  married  Alice  White, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Mabel  E.,  wife  of  William 
Creed.  3.  Carrie  M.,  widow  of  Jay  Chapman. 
4.  David  O.,  of  Oil  City,  married  Mildred  Arrow- 
smith,  and  has  one  child,  Charles  O.  5.  James 
V.,  of  Oil  City,  also  an  oil  producer.  6.  Charles 
O.,  with  the  Magnolia  Oil  Company,  in  Texas, 
married  Lerana  Rickard,  and  has  two  daughters : 
Rennie  Elizabeth  and  Frances  Catherine,  and  one 
son,  Charles  O.,  Jr.  7.  Lloyd  A.,  who  married 
Mabel  Fitzpatrick,  both  deceased. 


ROLAND  B.  SIMPSON — Predisposed  by 
birth  and  training  to  the  calling  of  the  newspaper¬ 
man  and  the  publisher,  in  which  his  father  had  for 
years  established  himself  in  Kittanning,  Roland 
B.  Simpson,  president  of  the  “Leader-Times”  and 
proprietor  of  the  “Sentinel,”  continues,  in  the 
same  enterprising  spirit  of  fair-minded  methods  of 
publicity,  the  increasing  news-gathering  interests 
of  this  section  of  the  State.  The  applied  and  in¬ 
telligent  attention  that  Mr.  Simpson  has  given  to 
journalism  from  the  beginning  has  served  still 
further  to  develop  the  value  and  usefulness  of  his 
newspapers,  while  his  chosen  field  as  a  publisher 
has  gradually  broadened  and  expanded. 

Mr.  Simpson  is  a  son  of  John  T.  Simpson,  for 
fifty-seven  years  an  editor  and  publisher,  and  the 
county’s  best  known  newspaperman.  His  early 
ancestors  were  of  the  strictest  of  the  Covenanters, 
his  great-grandfather,  James  Simpson,  locating  in 
1806  on  the  present  MuMine,  Cowanshannock 
Township,  among  the  first  of  the  settlers  there; 
and  his  grandfather  was  Joseph  Shearer  Simpson, 
who  married  Elizabeth  Greenfield.  John  Temple 
Simpson,  their  son,  was  born  June  9,  1852,  in 
Kittanning,  in  a  two-story  frame  house  that  stood 
on  the  present  site  of  the  Central  School  building, 
on  North  McKean  Street,  adjoining  the  late 
residence.  He  was  only  six  years  old  when  the 
family  removed  to  Pittsburgh,  where  his  school 
privileges  were  intermittent,  particularly  when  the 
Civil  War  broke  out  and  he  had  to  bear  much  of 
the  maintenance  of  the  family,  his  father  going 


to  the  front  with  Thompson’s  Independent 
Artillery. 

When  he  was  only  ten  years  old,  John  T.  Simp¬ 
son  went  to  work  in  the  rolling  mills  with  Adam 
Bellas  and  James  McKenna,  and  he  so  continued 
until  1865,  when  his  father  returned  from  war, 
and  the  family  removed  to  a  farm  in  South  Buffalo 
Township,  where  he  attended  the  Stepp  School; 
but  with  further  removal  to  the  Boney  farm  in 
North  Buffalo  Township,  he  completed  his  school¬ 
ing  at  Brush  Valley  School.  For  a  time  he  was 
employed  in  a  woolen  mill;  but  in  the  fall  of  1868 
he  began  work  in  the  newspaper  office  of  the 
“Republican,”  at  Kittanning,  A.  V.  Henry,  editor. 
There  he  learned  the  printer’s  trade,  and  was 
afterwards  employed  therein  in  the  office  of  Colo¬ 
nel  Samuel  Young’s  East  Brady  “Independent” 
as  well  as  in  the  office  of  the  “Land  and  Law 
Advisor,”  a  Pittsburgh  Sunday  newspaper.  Mr. 
Simpson  returned  to  Kittanning  when  he  was 
twenty-three  years  old,  and  he  began  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  “Valley  Times”  May  6,  1876,  with 
a  small  equipment  purchased  from  James  T  Mc¬ 
Cullough,  a  prominent  Freeport  attorney.  After¬ 
wards  this  newspaper  was  styled  the  Kittanning 
“Times,”  and  it  gradually  became  one  of  the  most 
influential  publications  in  the  county,  a  daily  edi¬ 
tion  being  established  January  10,  1898,  with  Mr. 
Simpson  as  editor,  the  “Daily  Times”  becoming  a 
fixture  in  the  community.  Disposing  of  his  in¬ 
terests  in  this  newspaper  March  15,  1909,  on  May 
1  of  that  year  Mr.  Simpson  successfully  launched 
Simpsons’  “Daily  Leader.”  In  May,  1921,  he 
acquired  the  “Times”  property,  and  he  then 
merged  both  papers  under  the  name  of  Simpsons’ 
“Daily  Leader-Times”;  and  it  was  largely  through 
the  influence  of  this  newspaper  and  Mr.  Simpson’s 
journalistic  zeal  and  ability  that  the  Kittanning- 
Ford  City  street  car  line  became  a  reality;  the 
streets  of  the  town  were  paved;  the  First  Baptist 
Church  was  organized;  and  the  improvement  of 
the  Kittanning-Rural  Valley  Road  and  other  public 
projects  were  successfully  carried  out;  and  when 
the  residential  suburb  of  Applewold  was  laid  out, 
Mr.  Simpson,  through  the  organization  and  in¬ 
corporation  of  the  Applewold  Land  Company,  was 
among  those  who  made  the  undertaking  possible. 

Mr.  Simpson  married,  December  25,  1877,  in 
Kittanning,  Jennie  M.  Williams,  who  died  January 
22,  1906.  Mr.  Simpson  died  Saturday,  May  9, 
1925.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simpson  were  the  parents  of 
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two  sons,  Harry  T.  Simpson,  and  Roland  B.  Simp¬ 
son,  of  further  mention. 

Roland  B.  Simpson  was  born  April  1 6,  1883,  at 
Kittanning,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools, 
and  graduated  from  the  high  school  and  the 
academy.  He  had  been  associated  with  newspaper 
work  almost  all  of  his  business  career;  and  he 
has  been  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  “Sentinel,” 
a  weekly  newspaper,  since  1909,  a  journal  that  he 
purchased  from  John  W.  Rohrer,  and  which  was 
then  known  as  the  Armstrong  “Democrat.”  He 
is  also  president  of  the  “Leader-Times”  which, 
since  the  death  of  his  father  he  has  prosperously 
conducted,  greatly  increasing  the  circulation. 

Mr.  Simpson  is  a  Democrat  in  politics;  and  he  is 
a  past  president  of  the  Rotary  Club,  and  a  director 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  a  deacon  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  and  served  as  a 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School.  He  is  also 
a  charter  member  of  the  Kittanning  Country  Club. 

CHRISTIAN  MYERS  HOOVER  — The 

Hoover  family  in  the  northwestern  section  of 
Pennsylvania  has  long  been  known  for  its  prom¬ 
inence  in  the  oil  industry  and  in  State,  county 
and  municipal  offices,  in  which  they  gave  markedly 
brilliant  service.  Its  members  have  heen  a  con¬ 
structive  force  in  the  commonwealth  since  early 
Colonial  days,  and  looked  upon  as  professional, 
business  and  social  leaders.  Of  this  family  was 
Christian  Myers  Hoover,  the  son  of  a  worthy 
father,  in  association  with  whom  he  built  the 
first  important  oil  refinery  in  Franklin.  In  this 
respect  he  carried  out  the  tradition  of  his  ancestors 
who  were  progressive  pioneers  of  Venango  and 
Clarion  counties.  He  was  for  virtually  all  his 
life  a  large  figure  in  Franklin’s  affairs,  having 
been  twice  elected  mayor  of  that  city,  and  he  had 
also  served  Venango  County  as  sheriff. 

Conrad  Hoover,  great-grandfather  of  Christian 
Myers  Hoover,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
this  section  of  the  State.  He  married  Anna 
Maria  Lintz.  Their  son,  Jacob  Hoover,  married 

Jane  Boggs,  daughter  of  -  and  Martha 

(Brown)  Boggs,  whose  son,  Colonel  James  Power 
Hoover,  married  Elizabeth  Clover,  of  old  Penn- 
sjlvania  Colonial  stock.  On  the  maternal  side, 
Christian  M.  Hoover  is  descended  from  John 
Frampton,  grandson  of  William  (1)  Frampton, 
register-general  of  Pennsylvania  under  William 
Penn.  John  Frampton  married  Elizabeth  Critch- 
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field,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Mary  Frampton. 
She  married  John  Roll,  and  they  had  a  daughter, 
Sarah  Roll,  who  married  Philip  Clover,  and  to 
them  was  born  Elizabeth  Clover,  the  wife  of  Col¬ 
onel  James  P.  Hoover,  above  mentioned.  Her 
great-grandfather  was  John  Peter  Clover,  who 
was  a  pioneer  settler  of  Pennsylvania.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Catherine  Sharp,  and  they  had  a  son,  Paul 
Clover.  He  married  Nancy  Metier,  and  they  had 
a  son,  Philip  Clover,  who  was  the  husband  of 
Sarah  Roll,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Elizabeth 
(Clover)  Hoover,  above  mentioned. 

Christian  Myers  Hoover  was  born  at  Myers 
Furnace,  Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania,  April  10, 
1834,  the  son  of  Colonel  James  Power  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Clover)  Hoover.  His  father  was  long  a 
political  power  in  Venango  County.  He  was 
appointed  prothonotary  of  that  county  by  Governor 
Porter  in  1839,  and  in  the  election  that  followed 
he  was  elected  to  that  office  for  a  three-year 
term.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Senate  in  1844.  In  1851  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Canal  Commissioners  as  collector  of  tolls 
at  Hollidaysburg.  He  was  commissioned  a  colonel 
by  Governor  Shunk.  Colonel  Hoover,  together 
with  his  father-in-law,  Philip  Clover,  and  his 
brother-in-law,  General  Levi  Clover,  presented  to 
the  town  and  county  of  Clarion  the  land  on  which 
the  court  house  and  public  buildings  stand. 

Having  received  his  education  in  the  Franklin 
schools,  Christian  M.  Hoover  entered  actively  into 
business  in  association  with  his  father,  and  even¬ 
tually  into  politics,  in  which  he  was  deeply  inter¬ 
ested.  His  business  relations  were  practically 
with  the  old  industry  for  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  He  and  his  father,  Colonel  Hoover,  estab¬ 
lished  the  first  refinery  of  consequence  in  Franklin. 

Mr.  Hoover  was  a  staunch  Democrat  in  his 
political  affiliations,  but  he  also  possessed  the 
quality  for  winning  to  his  support  in  his  cam¬ 
paigns  for  office  numerous  voters  in  the  city  and 
county,  which  admittedly  were  Republican  strong¬ 
holds.  Thus  it  was  comparatively  an  easy  matter 
for  him  to  ride  on  the  wave  of  popularity  into  the 
office  of  mayor  of  Franklin  for  two  successive 
terms  and  into  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Venango 
County.  His  administrations  were  featured  with 
clean,  constructive  politics  and  progressive  methods. 

In  Freemasonry,  Mr.  Hoover  was  a  member  of 
all  branches  of  that  order.  At  different  times  he 
was  honored  with  election  or  appointment  to  many 
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district,  county  and  local  offices  of  the  order  in 
this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  Up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  August  n,  1914,  he  was  the  oldest  living 
Freemason,  in  length  of  membership,  of  Myrtle 
Lodge,  No.  316,  of  Franklin.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Washington  Club;  and  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Hoover  married,  December  25,  1856,  at 
Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  Hester  Ann  Force,  born 
in  Sparta  Township,  Crawford  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  August  6,  1831,  died  in  Franklin,  November 
19,  1906,  a  daughter  of  Abram  and  Barbara 
(Sturtevant)  Force,  both  of  whom  were  of  old 
New  England  stock.  Children:  1.  Gertrude 
Annette,  who  married  Frank  I.  Beers,  and  they 
had  a  daughter  Ruth  H.,  who  married  George 
King  Moffett,  who  died  July  8,  1924.  To  this 
marriage  were  bom  two  children :  Marion  Annette, 
who  married  Francis  Nichols  Barnes,  and  a  son, 
George  King,  Jr.  Gertrude  A.  married  (second) 
Lysander  M.  Bowen.  2.  Ina,  principal  of  the 
Third  Ward  School  and  of  the  Americanization 
School  at  Franklin,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Elizabeth, 
for  years  a  copyist  in  the  County  Comissioners 
and  Registrar  and  Recorder’s  offices  in  Venango 
County;  she  died  August  6,  1921.  4.  James  Power, 
who  was  inspector  for  the  State  Highway  De¬ 
partment  until  ill  health  compelled  him  to  retire. 


BLAINE  MAST — A  man  who  has  proved  his 
worth  in  every  sphere  of  activity  in  which  he  has 
employed  his  energies  is  Blaine  Mast,  district 
attorney  of  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  and 
a  noted  lawyer  of  the  city  of  Kittanning.  Mr. 
Mast  was  bom  December  13,  1888,  in  Armstrong 
County,  the  son  of  Frank  and  Letitia  (Hays) 
Mast,  who  died  April  24,  1917.  The  father  has 
been  a  merchant  all  his  life.  He  was  elected  to 
the  State  Legislature  three  times  and  was  County 
Treasurer  one  term  and  is  one  of  the  most  widely 
known  men  in  the  county.  Blaine  Mast  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools;  the  Kittanning  Acad¬ 
emy,  and  the  Dayton  Normal  School,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1910,  and  attended 
Pittsburgh  Law  School  for  two  years.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  December  12,  1910,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  practice  the  same  year  under  his  own 
name.  He  has  continued  a  general  practice  to  the 
present  time.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He 
served  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  and  was 
elected  district  attorney  of  Armstrong  County  in 


1921,  succeeding  C.  O.  Morris,  and  was  reelected 
in  1925. 

Mr.  Mast  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army 
for  the  World  War,  joining  the  109th  Regiment, 
28th  Division,  with  the  American  Expeditionary 
Forces,  overseas.  He  was  wounded  in  the  Argonne 
Forest  and  gassed.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge,  No. 
640,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Orient  Chapter, 
No.  247,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Kittanning  Council, 
No.  52,  Royal  and  Select  Masters ;  and  of  Couders- 
port  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 
He  also  is  a  member  of  the  Encampment,  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  the  Knights  of  Malta,  and  the 
American  Legion.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  been  president 
of  the  Men’s  Bible  Class. 

Mr.  Mast  was  married,  in  1920,  to  Dessie  D. 
Yates,  of  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  and  Annie  (Seybert)  Yates.  They 
are  the  parents  of  Yates  Mast,  born  September 
26,  1923.  The  residence  address  of  Mr.  Mast  is 
No.  313  Jacob  Street,  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania, 
and  has  his  law  office  in  the  Boarts  Building, 
Kittanning,  Pennsylvania. 


KARL  B.  SCHOTTE — One  of  the  most 
active  men  in  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania, 
is  Karl  B.  Schotte,  general  manager  of  the  Kit¬ 
tanning  Telephone  Company  for  twenty-nine  years. 
Mr.  Schotte  was  born  November  14,  1868,  in  Kit¬ 
tanning,  the  son  of  G.  A.  Schotte,  a  musician, 
and  of  Margaret  (Crary)  Schotte,  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  both  parents  since  dead.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place, 
and  turned  his  attention  to  pharmacy,  in  which  he 
obtained  a  license,  and  engaged  in  business.  In 
fact,  he  owns  a  large  interest  in  a  prosperous 
pharmacy  at  the  present  time.  The  telephone  be¬ 
gan  its  expansion  at  a  time  to  enlist  his  services 
and  his  enthusiastic  interest.  When  the  Kit¬ 
tanning  Telephone  Company  was  organized  in  the 
summer  of  1896,  he  was  elected  secretary,  and  the 
wisdom  of  his  selection  has  been  justified  by  the 
years.  John  G.  Ayres  was  elected  president,  and 
Dr.  R.  P.  Marshall,  treasurer.  The  first  board  of 
directors  included  C.  J.  Jessop  and  Abe  Green- 
baum,  besides  the  officers.  Mr.  Schotte  was  elected 
general  manager  within  the  year.  The  original 
capital  of  the  company  was  $4,000.  It  began  giv¬ 
ing  service  for  about  seventy  subscribers.  In 
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March,  1902,  the  capital  stock  was  increased  to 
$12,000;  and  in  September,  1904,  it  was  increased 
from  $12,000  to  $60,000.  In  February,  1907,  it  was 
increased  to  $150,000.  In  the  spring  of  1907,  the 
Kittanning  Telephone  Company  purchased  by  mer¬ 
ger  the  stock  of  the  Armstrong  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany,  and  the  stock  of  the  Cowanshannock  Inde¬ 
pendent  Telephone  Company.  Cater,  in  1907,  it  ac¬ 
quired  by  merger  also  the  stock  of  the  Apollo  Tele¬ 
phone  Company.  In  the  fall  of  1912  the  stock  of  the 
Kittanning  Telephone  Company  was  increased  to 
an  authorized  capital  of  $500,000;  and  in  April, 
1924,  the  authorized  capital  was  increased  to 
$1,000,000.  The  first  office  of  the  company  was  on 
Market  Street,  on  the  second  floor  of  the  old  Kit¬ 
tanning  National  Bank.  When  the  bank  built  its 
present  building,  the  telephone  company  moved  to 
its  office  in  Patterson  Way,  off  Jefferson  Street, 
finally  removing  to  its  present  handsome  building 
on  Arch  Street  in  the  fall  of  1924.  It  began  to 
branch  out  and  form  connections  with  other  com¬ 
panies  at  an  early  day  in  its  history.  It  con¬ 
nected  with  the  People’s  Telephone  Company  at 
Butler;  the  Pittsburgh  &  Alleghany  Telephone 
Company  at  Pittsburgh;  the  Summerville  Tele¬ 
phone  Company  on  the  North,  and  the  Huntington 
&  Clearfield  Telephone  Company  on  the  East.  It 
has  real  estate,  plant  and  equipment  worth  $800, 
000.  A  Stromberg-Carlson  super-service  io-posi- 
tion  multiple  switchboard  recently  was  placed  in 
operation  in  the  Kittanning  exchange,  making  the 
exchange  one  of  the  most  modern  type.  In  1925 
the  Bell  Telephone  Company  of  Pennsylvania 
withdrew  from  furnishing  local  service  in  Arm¬ 
strong,  Clarion  and  Westmoreland  counties,  leav¬ 
ing  the  Kittanning  Company  in  sole  possession  of 
the  field.  Before  it  completed  negotiations  with 
the  Bell  Telephone  Company  for  the  purchase  of 
its  properties  in  this  territory,  the  Kittanning 
Company  had  in  service  6,267  stations.  It  took 
over  six  hundred  and  eleven  Bell  stations,  of  which 
one  hundred  and  ninety-three  were  duplications; 
so  that  four  hundred  and  eighteen  stations  were 
added  to  the  independent  company’s  list,  making  a 
total  of  6,685.  Six  exchanges  are  operated  at 
Kittanning,  Apollo,  East  Brady,  Ford  City,  Leech- 
barg  and  Rural  Valley,  the  East  Brady  exchange 
having  been  acquired  from  the  Bell  Telephone 
Company  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  recent  transfer 
of  properties.  The  success  of  the  Kittanning 
Company  is  due  in  a  measure  to  the  business  and 
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executive  ability  of  Karl  B.  Schotte,  its  adminis¬ 
trative  chief.  Mr.  Schotte  himself  attributes  the 
success  of  his  company  to  “the  policy  adopted 
early  in  its  history  of  buying  only  the  best  material 
and  the  best  available  equipment ;  and  of  discard¬ 
ing  obsolete  mechanism  just  as  soon  as  improve¬ 
ments  were  made  in  any  telephone  apparatus,  and 
of  keeping  the  plant  and  equipment  to  a  high  mark 
of  efficiency.”  In  the  adoption  and  pursuit  of  this 
policy  Mr.  Schotte,  every  one  agrees,  was  the  prime 
mover.  Indeed,  the  history  of  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  Kittanning  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany  is  a  history  of  the  career  of  General  Manager 
Schotte.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United  States  In¬ 
dependent  Telephone  Association,  the  Independent 
Pioneer  Telephone  Association  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Pennsylvania  State  Telephone  and  Traffic 
Association,  of  which  he  is  a  director.  Mr. 
Schotte  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Telephone  Association  of  America  in 
Pittsburgh  in  1913,  and  served  as  a  temporary 
director.  He  also  served  as  president  and  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer  of  the  Western  Pennsylvaia  State 
Telephone  Association.  Mr.  Schotte  is  a  trustee 
of  the  Kittanning  Free  Library.  During  the  World 
War  he  served  as  Food  Administrator.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks;  of  the  Kittanning  Country  Club;  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Rotary  Club;  president  of  the  Kit¬ 
tanning  Chamber  of  Commerce;  and  a  member  of 
the  vestry  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Schotte  was  married,  in  1893,  to  Carrie  E. 
Kron,  of  Kittanning,  daughter  of  George  Philip 
and  Mary  Jane  (Daughtery)  Kron.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schotte  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Margaret  B.,  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Both,  merchant 
at  Rotterdam,  Holland;  and  Karl  B.,  Jr.,  a  student 
in  Purdue  University.  Mr.  Schotte’s  business 
address  is  Arch  Street ;  his  residence  address  is 
McKean  Street,  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania. 


ARCHIBALD  ROBERTSON  OSMER— 

Prominent  as  a  lawyer,  and  descended  from  a  fine 
old  English  family,  Archibald  Robertson  Osmer 
was  born  in  Franklin,  Venango  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  October  12,  1866.  His  father,  James  H. 
Osmer,  for  forty  years  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  lawyers  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  settled 
in  Franklin  in  1865,  and  from  that  time  he  held 
a  high  place  in  the  profession  and  in  public  esteem. 
He  was  a  native  of  England,  but  was  brought  to 
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this  country  by  his  parents  the  year  of  his  birth. 
He  was  a  grandson  of  John  Osmer,  and  a  son  of 
Reuben  Osmer,  the  latter  born  in  England,  prob¬ 
ably  near  Dover,  in  the  county  of  Kent.  About 
1823  he  married  Catherine  Gilbert,  daughter  of 
John  Gilbert,  and  of  their  large  family  seven 
children  were  born  in  England,  James  H.  being  an 
infant,  as  stated,  when  they  arrived  here  in  1832. 
They  settled  in  Center  County,  Mr.  Osmer  renting 
land  until  he  could  afford  to  purchase  a  farm  of 
his  own.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  character  and 
deep  religious  convictions,  for  many  years  an  ac¬ 
tive  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  but  in  his 
later  life  associated  with  the  United  Brethren. 

James  H.  Osmer,  his  son,  spent  his  early  life 
in  Center  County.  It  was  necessary  for  him  to 
begin  assisting  his  father  with  the  work  of  the 
farm  at  a  very  early  age,  yet  he  was  ambitious 
to  acquire  an  education,  and  studied  evenings  when 
he  could  not  be  spared  for  school.  He  attended 
a  private  school  in  the  neighborhood,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  was  prepared  to  enter  the 
Bellefonte  Academy  in  Center  County.  He  taught 
school,  and  thus  earned  enough  to  continue  his 
studies,  which  were  pursued  at  the  Mount  Pleasant 
College,  Westmoreland  County.  He  also  studied 
at  Pinegrove  Academy,  in  Center  County,  and 
Dickinson  Seminary,  at  Williamsport,  in  this  State. 
On  the  whole  he  gained  a  very  good  literary  edu¬ 
cation  that  proved  an  excellent  foundation  for 
his  legal  studies,  which  began  in  June,  1856,  at 
Elmira,  New  York,  in  the  office  of  Robertson  & 
Fassett.  In  the  meantime  he  continued  to  sup¬ 
port  himself  at  teaching,  acting  as  principal  of  one 
of  the  city  schools.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  November,  1858,  at  Cortland,  New  York,  and  at 
once  established  himself  in  an  office  of  his  own  at 
Horseheads,  a  suburb  of  Elmira.  After  success¬ 
ful  practice  here  Mr.  Osmer  returned  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  the  spring  of  1865.  His  clients  growing 
in  number  and  importance,  he  decided  to  settle 
at  Franklin,  where  he  prospered  in  his  profession, 
and  where  he  always  made  his  home.  He  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  of  Venango  County  in  August, 
1865,  and  later  to  all  courts,  including  those  of 
the  United  States.  While  he  was  perhaps  better 
known  as  a  criminal  lawyer,  having  for  more  than 
thirty  years  been  interested  as  counsel  in  every 
important  criminal  case  tried  in  Venango  County, 
his  success  in  that  branch  of  the  professsion  being 
a  tribute  to  his  exceptional  ability  as  a  pleader, 


yet  his  practice  and  success  embraced  all  other 
branches  of  the  law  as  well.  No  lawyer  of  the 
Venango  County  bar  ever  took  more  personal 
interest  in  the  causes  of  his  clients,  and  their  con¬ 
fidence  was  his  highest  reward.  Mr.  Osmer  was 
a  Unitarian  in  religion.  He  was  an  ardent  abo¬ 
litionist,  joined  the  Republican  party  upon  its  for¬ 
mation,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  campaigns 
for  years.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Con¬ 
vention  of  1876,  but  was  prevented  by  illness  from 
attending.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he  was  elected  to 
represent  his  district  in  Congress,  where  he  was 
a  member  of  the  committees  on  education  and 
labor.  He  was  prominent  in  civic  life  in  Frank¬ 
lin,  and  fraternally  affiliated  with  Myrtle  Lodge, 
No.  316,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  with 
Franklin  Lodge,  No.  no,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks. 

In  June,  1859,  Mr.  Osmer  married  Mary  J. 
Griggs,  a  native  of  Steuben  County,  New  York, 
and  their  children  were  :  Lincoln ;  William ;  Archi¬ 
bald  R.,  of  whom  further;  and  Newton  F.,  a  biog¬ 
raphy  of  whom  follows,  the  two  latter  sons  fol¬ 
lowing  in  their  father’s  footsteps  in  the  law  and 
being  associated  with  him  in  its  practice  until  his 
death.  Although  he  lived  to  be  past  eighty  Mr. 
Osmer  went  daily  to  his  office  almost  to  the  close 
of  his  life.  His  vigorous  mentality  was  unim¬ 
paired  after  years  of  strenuous  work,  and  his 
value  as  a  counselor  did  not  decline  with  age. 

Archibald  Robertson  Osmer,  son  of  James  H. 
and  Mary  J.  (Griggs)  Osmer,  acquired  his  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  Franklin,  graduating 
from  the  high  school  in  the  spring  of  1884,  in  the 
fall  of  which  year  he  matriculated  at  Princeton 
University,  which  was  then  known  as  the  College 
of  New  Jersey.  Completing  the  full  course,  he 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1888  and  then  took 
up  the  study  of  the  law  with  his  father,  being 
admitted  to  the  Venango  County  bar  in  1891.  He 
was  later  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  and 
Superior  courts  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Osmer 
practiced  with  his  brother  after  his  father’s  death, 
and  they  continued  in  this  association,  enjoying  a 
large  share  of  the  most  desirable  patronage  in  that 
section  of  the  State.  During  his  earlier  career 
Mr.  Osmer  enlarged  his  experience  in  court  pro¬ 
cedure  by  service  as  district  attorney  of  Venango 
County  for  two  terms,  to  which  office  he  was 
elected  in  1893,  and  in  which  he  made  a  highly 
creditable  record.  As  one  of  the  board  of  direc- 
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tors  of  the  Franklin  Hospital,  Mr.  Osmer  has 
given  liberally  of  his  time.  Although  he  has  not 
aspired  to  public  honors,  his  civic  concern  has  been 
illustrated  by  his  service  on  the  city  School  Board. 
In  fraternal  circles  Mr.  Osmer  is  a  member  of 
and  Past  Master  of  Myrtle  Lodge,  No.  316,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  and  a  member  of  Frank¬ 
lin  Lodge,  No.  no,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Wanango 
Country  Club. 

On  August  21,  1893,  Mr.  Osmer  married  Mary 
Alice  Grant,  daughter  of  Captain  J.  R.  and  Martha 
Grant,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1.  James  Harold,  born  February  4,  1895,  who 
graduated  from  Princeton  University  in  1917,  and 
is  a  veteran  of  the  World  War,  he  having  served 
overseas  as  sergeant  in  Company  B,  326th  Bat¬ 
talion,  Light  Tank  Corps.  2.  Gilbert  Grant,  born 
May  25,  1898,  who  served  in  the  Officers’  Camp 
for  Training,  at  Camp  Lee,  having  been  inducted 
into  the  service  while  a  junior  at  Princeton,  from 
which  he  later  was  graduated.  Mrs.  Osmer  is  a 
great-granddaughter  of  Alexander  and  Elizabeth 
(Johnson)  Grant,  natives  of  Scotland.  Her 
grandfather,  Alexander  Grant,  married  Elizabeth 
Say,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (McMahon) 
Say,  of  England,  and  their  son,  Captain  James  R. 
Grant,  married  Mrs.  Martha  (Smith)  Moore, 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  Smith.  To  this 
union  were  born  children:  1.  Caroline.  2.  Mary 
Alice  (Mrs.  Archibald  Robertson  Osmer).  3. 
Emma  (Mrs.  Edward  King).  4.  Myra  (Mrs.  J. 
T.  Miller).  5.  Orville.  6.  Margaret  (Mrs.  Rus¬ 
sell  C.  Ryder).  7.  Martha,  wife  of  Dr.  Marlin 
W.  Heilman,  of  Tarentum,  Pennsylvania. 


NEWTON  FASSETT  OSMER— Born  in 
Franklin,  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  July  23, 
1868,  Newton  Fassett  Osmer  is  a  member  of  an 
old  English  family  of  note,  son  of  a  distinguished 
lawyer  of  Western  Massachusetts,  and  brother  of 
Archibald  R.  Osmer  (see  preceding  biography), 
with  whom  he  is  very  successfully  associated  in 
the  practice  of  the  law  in  the  field  in  which  his 
father  was  celebrated.  He  is  a  son  of  James  H. 
Osmer,  for  forty  years  recognized  as  a  leader  in 
the  law,  and  of  Mary  J.  (Griggs)  Osmer,  a  native 
of  Steuben  County,  New  York. 

Newton  Fassett  Osmer  was  educated  in  the 
Franklin  schools,  having  graduated  from  the  high 
school  in  1886,  and  in  Princeton  University,  from 


which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1890.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1893.  He  had  en¬ 
tered  his  father’s  office  after  graduation.  He  was 
continuously  associated  with  his  father  and  brother 
in  the  practice  of  his  professison  until  the  death 
of  his  father  in  1912,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  associated  with  his  brother  under  the  firm 
name  of  A.  R.  and  N.  F.  Osmer.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Supreme  and  Superior  courts  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  of  the  Federal  courts.  He  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Wanango  Country  Club.  He  attends  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

On  June  30,  1898,  at  Milton,  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
Osmer  married  Helen  Irene  Farley,  daughter  of 
John  M.  Farley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osmer  are  the 
parents  of  two  children :  John  Lambert,  born  Au¬ 
gust  24,  1909;  and  Jane  Elizabeth,  born  December 
10,  1916. 


CARM  Y.  DETAR,  M.  D.,  son  of  the  late 
David  and  Sarah  (Hollis)  Detar,  of  Fryburg, 
Pennsylvania,  has  the  distinction  of  belonging  to 
one  of  the  most  highly  respected  families  that 
found  its  way  to  Western  Pennsylvania  in  the 
early  days  of  its  history,  being  a  lineal  descendant 
of  the  Rev.  Jacob  DeTar  (de  La  Tour),  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Tours,  France,  who,  when  the  Edict  of 
Nantes  was  revoked,  fled  from  his  native  land  and 
sought  a  refuge  in  Pennsylvania,  bringing  with 
him  his  Bible,  which  is  now  an  heirloom  among 
his  descendants. 

The  early  home  of  the  Detars  (DeTars)  in 
Western  Pennsylvania  was  Westmoreland  County, 
from  whence  branches  have  gone  out  to  various 
parts  of  the  United  States,  one  of  which  found 
its  way  to  Fryburg,  Clarion  County,  many  years  ago, 
and  of  which  the  doctor  is  a  worthy  member.  He 
was  born  in  Fryburg,  Pennsylvania,  September  12, 
1870,  and  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  section.  He  was  further  edu¬ 
cated  at  the  Edinboro  State  Normal  School,  after 
which  he  entered  Baltimore  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  and  later  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  where  he  graduated  from  the  medical  de¬ 
partment  in  1892.  His  first  practice  was  at 
Leeper,  Pennsylvania,  where  for  two  and  one- 
half  years  he  w^s  in  partnership  with  the  late  Dr. 
Beatty,  of  Kane.  In  1895  he  removed  to  Kellett- 
ville,  and  at  once  built  up  a  wide  and  lucrative 
practice.  The  same  year  he  was  married  to  Mi- 
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nerva  Mahle,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Greer)  Mahle,  of  Fryburg,  families  of  high 
rank  in  that  neighborhood.  Kellettville  offered  to 
the  doctor  and  his  wife  a  wide  range  of  possibility 
to  develop  in  mental,  social  and  financial  activ¬ 
ities,  and  they  at  once  became  leaders  in  all  that 
pertained  to  the  uplift  of  the  community.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  this  work  the  doctor  served  eight  years 
as  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners 
at  Tionesta,  of  which  the  late  Dr.  J.  W.  Morrow 
was  president,  and  also  one  term  as  coroner  of 
Forest  County,  which  he  has  ever  considered  an 
outstanding  feature  of  his  work  in  that  county, 
even  though  he  may  have  served  fifteen  consec¬ 
utive  years  as  a  school  director.  In  1916  the  doc¬ 
tor  removed  to  Oil  City,  where  he  has  built  up  a 
large  practice  and  is  now  considered  one  of  the 
city’s  leading  physicians. 

The  doctor  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason, 
and  a  Knights  Templar.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  the  Venango 
Medical  Society,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical 
Society,  the  Oil  City  Lion’s  Club,  and  of  the 
Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Detar  were  born  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  1.  Reed  L.,  D.  D.  S.,  school  dentist 
of  Oil  City,  born  in  1896,  a  World  War  veteran, 
and  married,  in  1923,  to  Elizabeth  Eichner.  2. 
Russell  W.,  born  in  1902  and  educated  at  State 
College.  3.  Margaret,  born  in  1906,  a  graduate  of 
the  Oil  City  High  and  of  the  Oberlin  Kindergar¬ 
ten  School,  1925.  In  January,  1918,  Mrs.  Minerva 
(Mahle)  Detar  suddenly  passed  away,  and  in  1920 
the  doctor  married  (second)  Janet  Heivley,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Heivley,  for  many  years  a  prom¬ 
inent  dentist  of  Oil  City,  and  his  wife,  Alice 
(Yardley)  Heivley,  whose  family  had  been  prom¬ 
inently  identified  in  the  activities  of  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church. 


REV.  MENDAL  BERT  MILLER  deserves 
an  honored  place  among  Venango  County’s  best 
families,  both  by  rank  of  inheritance  and  achieve¬ 
ment  of  true  worth.  James  Miller,  his  father, 
known  for  many  years  before  his  death  in  1921, 
aged  ninety-three,  as  the  “Grand  Old  Man”  of 
Franklin,  belonged  to  Sewickley’s  fine  old  fam¬ 
ilies  of  a  century  past,  the  Miller  and  the  Da¬ 
vidson.  Generations  of  intelligent  Presbyterian 
training,  which  had  preceded  him,  had  given  to 
Mr.  Miller  a  rich  inheritance  which,  rightly  de¬ 


veloped,  enabled  him  to  become  a  leader  among 
the  people  of  his  faith,  having  been  for  more  than 
forty  years  a  ruling  elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Franklin,  Pennsylvania.  During  the 
early  oil  excitement  Mr.  Miller  came  to  Oil  City 
where,  with  his  brothers,  they  prospered  exceed¬ 
ingly  well  till  the  great  flood  of  ’65  swept  away 
their  fortunes  and  left  them  heavy  liabilities  to 
meet.  But  this  calamity  did  not  daunt  the  noble 
aspirations  of  Mr.  Miller,  whose  main  ambition 
was  to  leave  no  indebtedness  attached  to  the  Mil¬ 
ler  name.  This  he  at  once  set  to  work  to  ac« 
complish,  and  was  not  only  enabled  to  do,  but 
also  to  accumulate  an  amount  sufficient  to  class 
him  among  the  successful  business  men  of  his  day. 
In  October,  1863,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  to  Eliza 
J.  Longwell,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Margaret 
Longwell,  a  lady  of  choice  culture  and  refinement, 
whose  parents  were  also  members  of  Pennsylvania’s 
best  families.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  a  son, 
Mendal  Bert  Miller,  December  13,  1864,  and  a 
beautiful  daughter,  Kate  Lillian  Duffield,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  leaving  a  wealth  of  af¬ 
fection  and  income  to  be  bestowed  on  her  only 
brother,  Mendal  B.  This  brother  had  every  op¬ 
portunity  to  be  spoiled,  but  the  prayers  of  his 
Godly  parents  were  answered,  and,  when  he  was 
yet  in  his  teens,  he  was  led  into  the  possession  of 
that  regenerating  grace  which  later  enabled  him 
to  give  up  home,  friends,  earthly  comforts,  and 
rich  prospects  to  enter  the  rough  and  rugged 
life  of  an  itinerant  in  the  Pittsburgh  Conference 
of  the  Free  Methodist  Church,  of  North  America, 
and  although  varied  opportunities  have  presented 
themselves  to  turn  aside  into  greater  fields  of 
finance  and  influence,  Rev.  Miller  has  been  true 
to  his  convictions  and  never  once  has  failed  to 
accomplish  the  ministry  he  received  at  the  hands 
of  the  church.  Although  his  education  was  be¬ 
yond  that  of  the  majority  of  his  associates,  yet 
he  has  ever  been  a  student  of  science  and  phil¬ 
osophy,  but,  first  of  all,  the  word  of  God.  This 
study,  with  his  natural  gifts,  has  enabled  him  to 
attain  to  high  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in 
the  church.  For  twenty  years  he  was  presiding 
elder  in  the  Oil  City  Conference,  an  outgrowth  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Conference ;  since  1889  he  has  been 
a  delegate  to  each  General  Conference  and  an  offi¬ 
cer  in  the  same ;  for  twenty-five  years  he  has 
been  secretary  of  the  executive  board.  He  is  also 
a  trustee  of  the  Chesbro  Junior  College  at  North 
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Chili,  New  York,  and  of  the  Gerry  Homes,  Gerry, 
New  York. 

Rev.  Miller  has  not  neglected  the  local  work 
for  that  of  the  nation,  and  perhaps  that  which 
he  has  considered  his  greatest  work  of  late  has 
been  the  erection  of  a  fine  church  building  for  the 
First  Free  Methodist  Church  of  Oil  City,  of  which 
he  has  been  pastor  for  the  past  five  years,  at  a 
cost  of  $70,000,  and  also,  in  companionship  with 
Rev.  John  Miner  Critchlow  and  other  members 
of  the  Oil  City  Conference,  the  extension  and  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  Pleasantville  Camp  Ground, 
which  is  one  of  the  choicest  in  the  denomination. 
His  fine  business  ability  has  also  been  recognized 
and  sought  by  the  Franklin  Trust  Company,  of 
which  he  is  a  director  and  vice-president. 

On  May  27,  1891,  Rev.  Miller  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Primlia  Day,  only  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Caroline  (Camp)  Day,  whose  families  have 
been  noted  for  their  loyalty  to  the  republic  since 
its  organization.  But  three  days  before  the  sur¬ 
render  at  Appomattox  Court  House,  Andrew  Day, 
father  of  Mrs.  Miller,  paid  the  supreme  sacrifice 
for  the  defense  of  the  Union  through  starvation 
in  Andersonville  Prison.  We  are  told  that  “a 
prudent  wife  is  of  the  Lord,”  and  such  has  Mrs. 
Miller  proved  to  be.  To  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Miller 
was  born  November  16,  1896,  a  daughter,  Helen 
Duffield,  who  has  received  everything  that  loving 
parents  and  friends  can  bestow.  She  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  the  Franklin  High  School,  having  had 
for  her  instructors  some  who  were  her  father’s, 
and  also  at  Allegheny  College  of  the  class  of 
1920.  On  August  16,  of  the  same  year,  Helen  D. 
became  the  wife  of  DeWitt  Clinton  Showers,  a 
prosperous  young  business  man  of  Chicago,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  an  only  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Aura  Claire 
Showers  (a  co-laborer  of  Rev.  Miller  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years)  and  his  wife,  Harriet  Douglas  Slater 
Showers,  M.  D. 


SAMUEL  QUEEN  WILSON— The  Wilson 
family  of  Pennsylvania  consists  of  numerous 
branches,  all  of  whom  have  been  powerful  factors 
in  the  moral,  financial  and  social  growth  of  the 
State.  Since  the  Colonial  period,  each  branch 
has  been  interwoven  with  the  best  interests  of 
the  State  and  nation  and  has  left  a  remarkable 
influence  for  good  wherever  it  has  been  found. 
Most  of  these  branches  were  from  the  North  of 
Ireland,  where,  after  the  accession  of  Charles  II, 


the  Cromwellian  soldiers,  among  whom  were  the 
Wilsons,  were  distributed. 

The  Venango  County  branch,  of  whom  Samuel 
Queen  Wilson  of  Pleasantville,  is  a  most  worthy 
member,  was  first  represented  by  Major  John  Wil¬ 
son,  a  native  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  who  was 
an  early  pioneer  in  the  Sugarcreek  Valley.  He 
and  his  wife,  Catharine  (Sutley)  Wilson,  had 
two  sons,  John  and  Samuel,  the  second  of  whom 
migrated  to  the  West,  where  he  afterwards  lived, 
while  the  first,  who  was  born  about  1828,  remained 
in  his  native  county,  where  he  died  in  1893. 

Dr.  John  Wilson,  the  elder  son  of  Major  John 
Wilson,  received  an  unusually  good  education  for 
his  day,  attending  Allegheny  College,  Meadville, 
Pennsylvania,  before  he  took  up  the  study  of  medi¬ 
cine  with  Dr.  Samuel  Axtell,  of  Mercer  County, 
later  graduating  in  1843  at  the  Cleveland  Medical 
College.  He  first  located  at  Neillsburg,  Forest 
County,  Pennsylvania,  which,  before  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  oil,  was  the  principal  village  in  that  sec¬ 
tion,  containing,  as  it  did,  the  Neillsburg  Academy. 
There  Dr.  Wilson  continued  to  make  his  home 
until  his  removal  to  Pleasantville  about  1868,  en¬ 
during  the  hardships  of  a  pioneer  doctor,  many 
of  his  calls  coming  from  remote  districts,  which 
necessitated  long  rides  on  horseback  through  for¬ 
ests  and  across  streams,  regardless  of  weather 
conditions  or  personal  comfort.  But,  having  a 
genial  personality  he  was  well  fitted  for  his  chosen 
calling,  being  able  to  inspire  patients  with  courage 
and  hope  as  well  as  confidence,  which  made  him 
.eminently  successful.  Although  throughout  his 
life  he  gave  most  of  his  time  to  his  practice,  yet, 
upon  the  discovery  of  oil  he  became  a  producer,  in 
which  his  financial  interests  were  centered.  He 
was  associated  with  his  brother-in-law,  the  late 
Samuel  Queen  Brown,  in  the  Tidewater  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  in  which  he  retained  important  interests 
until  his  death.  He  acquired  valuable  holdings  in 
the  Bradford  field,  being  among  the  first  to  meet 
with  success  in  that  territory,  which  even  sur¬ 
passed  their  most  sanguine  expectations.  In  1872 
Dr.  Wilson  erected  a  beautiful  residence  at  Pleas¬ 
antville,  with  substantial  and  harmonious  archi¬ 
tecture,  which  shows  excellent  taste  and  makes  it 
compare  favorably  with  the  most  desirable  homes 
in  the  county  to  this  day,  showing  no  impairment 
of  solidity  after  more  than  half  a  century.  In 
this  fine  house  Dr.  Wilson  showed  hospitality 
without  grudging.  Though  not  a  public  man  in 
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the  sense  of  office  holding,  he  exerted  a  whole¬ 
some  influence  in  the  community,  taking  a  keen 
interest  in  the  public  welfare. 

In  1851  Dr.  Wilson  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Brown,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  daughter  of 
John  Brown  the  first  merchant  of  Pleasantville, 
and  his  wife,  Mary  Ann  (Queen)  Brown.  Of 
the  two  sons  and  two  daughters  born  to  them  both 
daughters  died  in  childhood.  John  F.  Wilson, 
now  of  New  York  City,  is  a  well  known  oil  pro¬ 
ducer,  with  interests  in  Pennsylvania,  Illinois  and 
Kentucky,  and  a  heavy  stockholder  in  the  Tide¬ 
water  Oil  Company.  Samuel  Queen  Wilson,  of 
Pleasantville,  the  other  son,  completes  the  family 
and  resides  in  the  beautiful  home  of  his  parents. 

Samuel  Queen  Wilson  has  followed  oil  produc¬ 
tion  as  a  large  operator  in  the  various  fields  to 
which  his  interests  have  led  him.  For  some  time 
he  has  been  an  extensive  producer  in  the  Brad¬ 
ford  field ;  his  operations  at  Pleasantville  have 
been  carried  on  for  almost  forty  years ;  and  he 
has  valuable  holdings  at  Goodwill  Hill,  Warren 
County,  Pennsylvania.  As  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Wilson  Brothers  &  Hunter,  he  assisted  in  the 
opening  of  a  new  oil  pool  in  the  Illinois  field 
which  proved  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  the  State, 
their  holdings  in  that  territory  covering  about 
five  hundred  acres,  which  include  an  abundance  of 
casing  head  gasoline.  Mr.  Wilson  has  never  al¬ 
lowed  himself  to  rest  content  withj  ordinary  yields 
from  his  properties,  using  the  most  scientific 
methods  and  approved  equipment  to  get  maximum 
results  wherever  he  operates,  having  a  capacity 
for  handling  large  undertakings,  which  has  been 
evidenced  in  his  preference  for  extensive  enter¬ 
prises  and  constantly  widening  interests.  He  is 
also  a  stockholder  in  the  Tidewater  Oil  Company, 
in  which  the  Browns  have  been  very  prominent. 
He  is  a  director  of  the  Commercial  Bank  at  Titus¬ 
ville,  and  owns  the  old  Wilson  home  at  Neills- 
burg,  where  he  was  born.  Mr.  Wilson  is  philan¬ 
thropic  and  has  done  his  share  toward  securing 
good  government  and  desirable  conditions  at 
Pleasantville,  having  served  many  years  in  the 
Borough  Council  in  which  he  has  taken  a  lead¬ 
ing  part  through  his  comprehensive  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  needs  of  the  community  and  the  best 
means  of  supplying  them,  which  is  fully  appreci¬ 
ated  by  his  fellow'  workers. 

Mr.  Wilson  married  Jessie  House,  daughter  of 
William  Franklin  and  Mary  (Benedict)  House, 


of  Pleasantville,  citizens  of  high  repute  in  the 
community,  and  members  of  distinguished  families 
in  America.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs. 
Wilson,  Chester  and  Elizabeth  (Webster)  House, 
were  natives  of  Cortland,  New  York,  who  moved 
to  Pleasantville  when  her  father  was  a  lad,  and 
where  he  was  a  prominent  man  of  business.  Her 
father,  who  was  a  member  of  Company  A,  of  the 
famous  83d  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  saw  great 
service  in  the  Civil  War  and  was  wounded  at 
Gaines’  Mill.  For  many  years  he  was  an  active 
member  of  Aaron  Benedict  Post,  No.  429,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  at  Pleasantville,  which 
was  named  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Wilson’s  maternal 
grandfather,  Aaron  Benedict,  Jr.  Her  great¬ 
grandfather,  Aaron  Benedict,  Sr.,  an  agent  for  the 
survey  and  sale  of  the  Holland  Land  Company, 
and  the  contractor  for  a  large  part  of  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  and  Waterford  turnpike,  was  the  pioneer 
from  whom  Pleasantville  received  its  appropriate 
name,  and  from  whom  it  derived  its  early  pros¬ 
perity  Prior  to  his  coming  to  Pleasantville  he 
had  been  a  wealthy  and  leading  business  man  as 
well  as  an  ardent  Baptist,  at  Fabins,  Onondaga 
County,  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have 
one  daughter,  Mary  Queen  Wilson,  born  Decem¬ 
ber,  1903,  who  has  received  fine  educational  ad¬ 
vantages.  The  Wilson  family  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 


JOHN  C.  LOOKER — One  of  the  self-made 
men  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  is  John  C.  Looker, 
a  prominent  oil  producer  in  the  fields  of  that  re¬ 
gion.  He  was  born  at  New  Richmond  Crawford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  December  11,  1854,  a  son 
of  Henry  and  Louisa  (Hatch)  Looker.  His 
grandfather,  John  Looker,  was  a  farmer  in  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  when  he  died.  Henry  Looker,  father 
of  John  C.  Looker,  was  also  a  farmer  in  that 
county,  and  died  while  living  with  his  son,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years,  his  wife  dying  at  the 
same  age,  and  both  are  buried  at  Lyona,  Crawford 
County,  Pennsylvania. 

John  C.  Looker  attended  the  public  schools  at 
Lyona,  and  had  to  walk  a  mile  and  a  half  to  school. 
He  was  reared  to  the  work  of  farming  with  his 
father,  and  remained  at  his  home  until  nineteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  was  employed  with  Fred  C. 
Peck  for  two  years,  doing  farm  work.  He  then 
went  to  T’idioute,  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  began  to  work  about  the  oil  wells.  After  a 
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year  of  this  employment,  on  September  20,  1877, 
he  came  to  Bradford  and  was  employed  as  a 
rig  builder  for  six  months.  He  first  came  to 
Bradford  with  two  dollars  in  his  pocket,  and  re¬ 
cently  he  has  returned  to  that  city,  having  built 
his  two  dollars  up  to  a  fortune  of  $1,500,000.  He 
then  went  into  the  work  of  pumping  wells,  and 
remained  at  that  for  three  years.  In  1871  he  be¬ 
gan  producing  oil  in  partnership  with  J.  M.  Win¬ 
ger,  at  Smith  Hollow,  Otto  Township,  on  a  five- 
acre  lease,  and  after  two  years  he  bought  out  his 
partner.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  alone  in  the 
industry.  He  purchased  additional  property  at 
different  times,  and  at  one  time  had  1,000  acres 
of  valuable  oil  lands  with  two  hundred  and  forty- 
three  producing  wells.  Most  of  his  property  was 
located  in  Ottoi  Township,  but  he  had  some  leases 
in  Foster  Township.  Mr.  Looker  has  been  very 
successful  as  an  oil  producer,  and  some  of  his 
best  property  was  in  the  Bradford  fields.  On  Au¬ 
gust  19,  1925,  he  sold  all  of'  his  oil  leases,  and  has 
recently  removed  from  Dallas  City  to  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania.  He  also  owns  two  valuable  farms 
in  Crawford  County,  one  of  which  is  the  old 
Looker  homestead.  Mr.  Looker  is  an  Independent 
Republican,  and  was  active  in  getting  the  im¬ 
proved  road  built  on  Route  No.  100,  from  Corwin 
Center  to  Rixford,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Bradford  Club,  the  Oil  Men’s  Club, 
the  Bradford  Automobile  Association,  the  Brad¬ 
ford  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  other  associ¬ 
ations.  Mr.  Looker  is  one  of  the  best-known  men 
in  this  section,  and  has  done  much  for  the  com¬ 
munity. 

On  July  4,  1876,  John  C.  Looker  married  Sarah 
E.  Putnam,  who  was  born  near  Centerville,  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  Pennsylvania.  She  is  a  granddaugh¬ 
ter  of  Leonard  Putnam,  and  daughter  of  Alfred 
Putnam.  Leonard  Putnam  was  born  in  Connecti¬ 
cut,  and  was  a  descendant  of  General  Israel  Put¬ 
nam.  He  left  Connecticut  and  located  for  a  time 
in  Mayville,  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  and 
later  removed  to  Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  followed  farming.  He  died  from  an 
accident  at  the  age  of  forty-nine.  His  son,  Alfred 
Putnam,  was  fifteen  years  old  when  his  parents 
left  Mayville  for  Crawford  County.  He  followed 
farming  there,  and  died,  aged  seventy-nine  years. 
He  married  Sarah  E.  Beardsley,  and  she  died  at 
the  age  of  thirty-two.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Harriet  Beardsley,  and  they  had 


children:  Amanzo,  Edwin  A.,  William  A.,  and 
Sarah  E.,  wife  of  John  C.  Looker. 

John  C.  and  Sarah  E.  (Putnam)  Looker  are 
the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  Fred  C.,  who  died 
aged  two  years.  2.  Ralph  L.,  who  married  Lettie 
Trauk;  they  reside  in  Texas  and  have  children: 
Carlton  T.,  Sadie  Mae,  and  John  C.  3.  Louise 
Althea,  wife  of  Charles  Lewis,  of  Bradford,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  they  have  children:  Marjorie,  Althea, 
Sarah  Helen  and  Edna  Louise.  4.  James  W., 
who  is  an  oil  producer  of  Rixford,  Pennsylvania. 
He  married  Christine  Ekas,  and  they  have  chil¬ 
dren:  James  E.  and  Francis  W.  5.  Myrtle  E., 
wife  of  S.  T.  Dennis,  living  at  Dallas,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  ;  they  have  children :  Ronald,  Leith  L.,  Lucile 
M.,  Sarah  Thurley,  and  Ida  Louise.  6.  Ida  May, 
wife  of  Glenn  Burt,  residing  at  Whittier,  Cali¬ 
fornia;  they  have  one  adopted  child,  Don. 

Mr.  Looker  has  recently  purchased  the  his¬ 
torically  famous  Captain  John  Brown  farm,  situ¬ 
ated  in  Richmond  Township,  Crawford  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  consisting  of  ninety-eight  acres. 
This  historic  farm  he  intends  to  present  to  the 
John  Brown  Memorial  Association. 


LEROY  ROBERT  RICKARD— The  district 
attorneyship  of  Mercer  County  has  in  Mr.  Rickard 
a  very  able  and  gifted  custodian  of  the  high  stand¬ 
ards  of  its  traditions  and  usages,  and  one  who 
throughout  his  career  has  familiarized  himself 
with  the  legal  history  and  procedure  of  boroughs 
and  county;  and  a  county-wide  satisfaction  with 
the  results  of  his  official  activities,  and  reelection 
thereto  being  the  response  of  his>  constituency  and 
the  popular  vote.  He  has  an  enduring  interest  in 
whatsoever  appertains  to  the  growth  and  advance¬ 
ment  of  Mercer  in  all  civic  and  social  relation¬ 
ships,  and  his  citizenship  is  with  that  of  leader¬ 
ship  in  community  welfare. 

District  Attorney  Leroy  R.  Rickard  was  bon 
January  15,  1885,  in  Jefferson  Township,  where  ho 
attended  the  public  schools,  afterwards  gradu¬ 
ating  at  Fredonia  Institute.  Admitted  to  prac¬ 
tice  in  1908,  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  practice  of  his  profession.  A  Republican  in 
politics,  Mr.  Rickard  supports  the  principles  of 
his  party  with  his  vote  and  influence.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  borough  solicitor  of  Mercer  since 
19x9;  and  he  has  fulfilled  the  duties  of  district 
attorney  for  Mercer  County  two  terms.  His  fra¬ 
ternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
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Masons,  in  all  bodies  of  that  Order,  including  the 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine ;  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows ; 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  and 
the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Leroy  Robert  Rickard  married,  August  30,  1909, 
at  Greenville,  Mabel  E.  Hecker,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  M.  J.  (Baer)  Hecker,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  Helen  Elsa  Rickard,  who  was  born 
May  14,  1912. 


DAVID  J.  WASHABAUGH— The  story  of 
David  J.  Washabaugh  is  that  of  a  man  with  one 
ruling  purpose,  i.  e.,  becoming  a  physician.  The 
difficulties  confronting  him  were  great.  Born  in 
Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  October  30,  1845, 
he  was  the  son  of  David  and  Sarah  (Huey) 
Washabaugh,  hard-working  farm  folk. 

When  he  was  seven  years  old  his  family  settled 
in  Mercer  County,  and  when  the  boy  was  ten  he 
began  to  work  by  the  day  for  other  farmers.  The 
Civil  War  called  him  away  from  the  medical  ca¬ 
reer  he  dreamed  of,  and  he  enlisted  in  June,  1863, 
in  Company  F,  55th  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  After 
the  Civil  War  he  worked  in  the  oil  fields  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  was  gradually  suplementing  in  the 
actual  business  world  the  education  received  from 
Mercer  Academy  and  the  Pine  Grove  schools,  now 
Grove  City.  When  he  felt  prepared  for  it,  he  be¬ 
gan  teaching  school  and  continued  it  successfully 
for  three  years.  Thus  possessed  of  a  little  capital, 
he  engaged  in  the  drug  business  as  somewhat 
nearer  the  realization  of  his  life  ambition.  In  1873 
he  sold  the  drug  business  and  entered  Miami  Med¬ 
ical  College  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  from  which  he 
graduated  as  a  full-fledged  physician  in  1876.  By 
his  own  efforts  he  had  surmounted  all  difficulties, 
worked  his  way  through  all  diversions,  and  thus 
achieved  his  ambition.  He  practised  medicine  at 
Anandale,  Pennsylvania,  until  1892,  when  he 
moved  to  Grove  City  and  opened  an  office.  There 
he  remained  until  his  death,  with  the  prestige  of 
one  of  the  oldest  practitioners  in  the  neighborhood. 
A  host  of  friends  and  patients  to  whom  he  had 
been  kind  and  generous  joined  his  devoted  family 
in  mourning  him  at  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
December  23,  1917.  Dr.  Washabaugh  served  as 
a  director  of  the  Grove  City  Trust  Company  (now 
the  Grove  City  National  Bank).  He  was  a  Dem¬ 
ocrat,  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re¬ 


public,  and  a  charter  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  Grove  City,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  was  allied  with  all  the  county  and 
State  medical  societies,  for  he  kept  well  abreast 
of  the  tunes  in  his  profession.  His  religious  affili¬ 
ations  were  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

David  J.  Washabaugh  married,  at  Harrisville, 
Pennsylvania,  September  7,  1875,  Sarah  J.  Bra- 
ham,  daughter  of  W.  P.  and  Nancy  Rebecca 
(Snyder)  Braham.  Their  children  were:  Orline, 
deceased ;  Dr.  W.  B.  Washabaugh,  of  Erie,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  ;  Dr.  George  Washabaugh,  dentist,  also 
of  Erie;  Mrs.  J.  A.  B.  Albin,  of  Grove  City; 
Margaret;  Rebecca. 


ROBERT  McKAY — The  carriage-making  in¬ 
dustry,  wherever  found,  produced  no  more  skilled 
artisan  than  Robert  McKay;  such  is  the  testimony 
of  all  who  knew  this  thoroughly  capable  man 
and  his  work.  One  of  the  builders  of  that  ex¬ 
cellent  type  of  rolling  stock  that  bears  his  name, 
he  was  for  years  the  executive  head  of  the  McKay 
Carriage  Company  at  Grove  City,  well  fitted  by 
his  mental  resources  and  his  practical  attainments 
to  be  the  head  of  the  famed  industry  that  is  now 
continued  and  controlled  by  his  sons,  Ray  W. 
and  Lewis  E.  McKay.  Grove  Ciy  gave  recog¬ 
nition  to  Mr.  McKay’s  abilities,  and  accorded  him 
a  place  of  leadership  in  its  city  government,  and 
therein  he  served  most  acceptably,  as  he  did  also 
in  other  offices  of  business  and  finance.  He  is 
well  remembered  for  his  intellectual  strength  and 
dependability  in  business  matters,  for  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  his  character,  and  his  unfailing  interest 
in  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  city  wherein 
were  concerned  his  life’s  best  interests. 

Robert  McKay  was  born  in  Findley  Township, 
September  12,  1851,  and  he  engaged  in  farming 
up  to  1888,  when  he  learned  the  trade  of  carriage 
manufacturing  at  Mercer,  and  in  which  he  became 
an  adept.  Mr.  McKay  came  to  Grove  City  in 
1891,  and  purchased  an  interest  in  the  McKay 
Carriage  Company,  was  elected  president  of  that 
concern  in  1904.  He  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Grove  City  Borough  Council  and  he  held 
membership  in  other  civic  and  financial  institutions. 
He  died  at  Grove  City,  January  25,  1910. 

Robert  McKay  married  Rebecca  Moon;  they 
were  the  parents  of :  Lewis  Essington,  of  whom 
further,  and  Ray  William,  of  whom  further. 

Lewis  Essington  McKay,  who  is  associated  in 
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partnership  with  the  McKay  Carriage  Company 
at  Grove  City,  one  of  the  leading  concerns  engaged 
in  carriage  making  in  the  United  States,  was  born 
February  7,  1877,  in  Mercer  County,  where  he 
attended  the  public  schools,  afterwards  gradu¬ 
ating  at  Grove  City  High  School  and  Grove  City 
College.  Mr.  McKay  was  for  three  years  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  Grove  City  National  Bank,  and  the 
First  National  Bank  at  Conneaut  Lake,  until 
1904,  and  as  cashier  of  the  latter  bank,  after  which 
he  began  to  give  his  entire  attention  to  carriage 
manufacturing.  He  is  a  Republican  in  the  political 
field,  and  his  vote  and  influence  are  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  that  party’s  principles.  Mr.  McKay  is 
a  veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  War,  serving 
in  1898  with  Company  F,  15th  Pennsylvania  Regi¬ 
ment.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  of  the  thirty-second  degree,  and  the 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Rotary,  the 
Commercial,  and  the  Country  clubs.  His  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Lewis  Essington  McKay  married,  in  August, 
1904,  Roberta  Firth,  daughter  of  Edward  T.  and 
Agnes  (Boyd)  Firth. 

Ray  William  McKay,  prominent  among  the  car¬ 
riage  manufacturers  in  the  United  States,  was  born 
April  30,  1883,  in  Mercer  County,  where  he  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools,  afterwards  attending 
Grove  City  College.  His  lifelong  activities  have 
been  those  of  the  McKay  Carriage  Company,  and 
the  prosperity  and  popularity  of  that  firm  are  due 
in  no  small  measure  to  his  indefatigable  care  and 
attention.  In  political  matters  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  with  his  vote  and  influence  supports  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  that  party.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
regimental  staff  of  the  112th  Infantry  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  National  Guard  since  1902.  His  fraternal 
affiliations  are  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  thirty-second 
degree,  and  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Grove  City  Commercial  Club,  Rotary  Club, 
Country  Club,  and  the  New  Castle  Field  Club. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Ray  William  McKay  married,  June  30,  1904, 
Mae  Hays,  daughter  of  James  and  Caroline  (Wil¬ 
liams)  Hays;  they  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Rebecca,  born  November  30,  1905. 
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GEORGE  EDWARD  BENNINGHOFF,  M. 

D. — Forty-six  years  have  passed  since  George  E. 
Benninghoff,  a  young  man  of  twenty-four  with  a 
diploma  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  granted  by  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Wooster, 
Ohio,  afterwards  merged  into  the  Western  Reserve 
Medical  College  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  went  to 
Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  to  practice  his  profession 
in  May,  1879,  which  was  the  beginning  of  a  career 
which  brought  him  fame  as  a  surgeon  throughout 
Western  Pennsylvania  and  Western  New  York, 
and  won  the  confidence  of  the  public  he  served  and 
of  the  medical  profession  alike. 

He  is  a  son  of  George  and  Julia  (Baney) 
Benninghoff ;  grandson  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Heise)  Benninghoff;  great-grandson  of  Fred¬ 
erick  Benninghoff,  son  of  the  founder  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  in  America,  a  native  of  Wiirttemberg,  Ger¬ 
many,  who  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  His  name 
was  Frederick,  he  left  two  sons.  George  went 
West.  Frederick,  born  in  Lehigh  County  in  1760, 
who  founded  the  family  in  Pennsylvania.  He 
made  his  home  in  Lehigh,  Union,  Clearfield,  and 
Venango  counties.  His  life  in  Venango  County 
began  about  1830  and  continued  until  his  death  at 
ninety-six,  in  1856.  His  son,  John  Benninghoff, 
was  born  in  Lehigh  County,  December  25,  1801, 
and  died  in  Greenville,  Mercer  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  March  20,  1882,  and  is  buried  in  the 
Shenango  Valley  Cemetery.  He  accompanied  his 
father  in  his  frequent  removals  and  finally  bought 
the  once  famous  Benninghoff  Oil  Farm  which  he 
sold  in  1868,  when  he  moved  to  Greenville  and 
lived  there  until  his  death. 

John  Benninghoff  married,  in  1823-24,  Elizabeth 
Heise,  daughter  of  Martin  Heise,  who  attained  the 
age  of  one  hundred  and  seven  years.  He  cast 
his  first  vote  for  President  for  George  Washing¬ 
ton,  and  his  last  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  1864,  at 
the  age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years.  He  was 
born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  in  1760,  and  died 
in  the  fall  of  1867.  John  and  Elizabeth  Benning¬ 
hoff  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  George 
being  the  first  born.  The  parents  were  faithful 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  both  are 
buried  in  the  Shenango  Valley  Cemetery.  Mrs. 
Benninghoff  died  July  26,  1872,  and  her  husband 
survived  her  ten  years. 

George  Benninghoff  was  born  in  Clearfield 
County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1825,  and  met  death  by 
accident  in  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1909.  He 
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was  a  farmer  and  director  of  the  Benninghoff  Oil 
Company,  and  had  other  interests.  He  was  a 
Presbyterian  in  religion,  and  a  Republican  in 
politics.  He  married  Julia  Baney,  born  in  1830, 
died  in  February,  1893,  daughter  of  John  Baney, 
who  died  in  1886  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children. 

George  Edward  Benninghoff  was  born  in 
Cherrytree  Township,  Venango  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  February  10,  1855.  He  was  educated  in 
Cherrytree  Township,  his  first  school  days  were 
in  a  log  school  house,  with  log  benches  for  seats, 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  his  home;  and  Meadville 
Chamberlain  Institute,  Randolph,  New  York,  and 
Oberlin  College,  Ohio.  After  a  year  at  Oberlin 
he  decided  to  study  medicine,  and  entered  the 
Wooster  University,  Medical  Department,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1879,  as 
Doctor  of  Medicine.  As  a  surgeon  he  is  regarded 
without  a  superior  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  McKean  County  and  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Associations,  the 
American  Medical  Association,  a  fellow  of  the 
American  College  of  Surgeons  and  of  other  pro¬ 
fessional  societies.  He  was  appointed  president  of 
the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners  in  1883  and  held 
that  post  continuously  for  twenty  years,  except 
during  the  four  years  of  President  Cleveland’s 
second  administration.  Dr.  Benninghoff  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  holding  all 
degrees  of  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council  and  Com- 
mandery,  namely  Union  Lodge,  No.  334,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons ;  Bradford  Chapter,  No.  260, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Bradford  Council,  No.  43, 
Royal  and  Selected  Masters;  Trinity  Commandery, 
No.  58,  Knights  Templar;  and  Ismalia  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
of  Buffalo.  His  clubs  are  the  Bradford,  Lafay¬ 
ette  Gun  and  Fishing  and  Country,  all  of  Bradford. 

Dr.  Benninghoff  married,  June  15,  1880,  Nancy 
Jane  Hogan,  born  in  Monterey,  Pennsylvania,  in 
September,  1861,  the  daughter  of  James  McKee 
and  Priscilla  (Sheppard)  Hogan,  and  a  grand¬ 
daughter  of  James  and  Lydia  (McKee)  Hogan. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Benninghoff  were  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Walter  Garrett,  born  September  1,  1887, 
died  March  28,  1903;  and  Julia,  born  in  Bradford, 
September  3,  1893,  a  graduate  of  the  Colonial 
School,  Washington,  District  of  Columbia;  mar¬ 
ried,  September  24,  1914,  Robert  H.  Cornell,  of 
Jamestown,  New  York.  Their  children :  Robert 


Horth,  Jr.,  born  January  6,  1917;  Nancy  Jane, 
George  B.,  and  Lucy  Jane.  Dr.  Benninghoff  is 
the  most  widely  known  man  in  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  His  skill,  his  even  temper,  and  assured 
supremacy  in  his  special  department  have  won  a 
recognition  which  is  undisputed  in  a  wide  domain. 
He  has  been  connected  with  the  Bradford  Hospital 
for  many  years  where  he  has  carried  on  a  large 
surgical  clinic  in  general  surgery,  and  continues  to 
do  so  at  the  present  time. 


OTTO  FREDERICK  KOCH— Representing 
Bradford’s  present-day  business  interests  and  the 
material  progress  of  the  city  chiefly  through  his 
efficient  presidency  of  the  Kendall  Refining  Com¬ 
pany,  Otto  Frederick  Koch  is  one  of  the  leading 
factors  in  the  growth  and  prestige  of  the  city  as  a 
commercial  centre  and  a  residential  community, 
contributing,  as  he  does,  of  his  influence  and  his 
means  to  forward  those  substantial  and  worth¬ 
while  enterprises  in  which  the  people  generally 
have  a  corporate  interest.  Mr.  Koch’s  business 
associations  are  extensive  and  varied,  and  his  civic 
activities  are  such  that  he  has  a  highly  valued  con¬ 
tact  with  the  city’s  progressive  plans.  He  is  a 
son  of  Louis  E.  and  Ellen  (Phillipbar)  Koch. 
Louis  E.  Koch,  who  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War  in  the  Union  Army,  was  a  furniture  dealer 
and  undertaker  in  Dunkirk,  New  York,  where 
he  was  prominent  in  business  life  and  municipal 
affairs,  and  served  as  councilman  and  school 
director. 

Otto  Frederick  Koch  was  born  June  7,  1866,  in 
Dunkirk,  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  where 
he  attended  the  public  and  high  schools,  and  after¬ 
wards  took  the  course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton’s  Busi¬ 
ness  College,  where  he  prepared  himself  for  his 
business  career.  In  1887,  when  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  old,  and  after  he  had  leamedi  the  furni¬ 
ture  and  funeral  directing  business  in  association 
with  his  father  in  Dunkirk,  he  started  in  business 
on  his  own  account,  removing  in  that  year  to 
Dunkirk,  where  he  opened  a  funeral  directing  es¬ 
tablishment  and  an  art  shop.  There  he  enjoyed 
financial  prosperity,  and  grew  in  favor  with  the 
people  of  the  community;  and  he  eventually  built 
the  Otto  Koch  Building  at  Nos.  139-141  Mechanic 
Street,  which  housed  in  an  attractive  way  his  own 
business,  with  quarters  in  the  rear  for  the  funeral 
cars  and  ambulance.  The  business  grew  to  ex¬ 
tensive  proportions,  and  Mr.  Koch  continued  as 
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manager  until  1905,  when  he  discontinued  much 
of  his  activities  therewith,  accepting  the  position 
of  manager  of  the  Kendall  Refining  Company, 
which  at  that  time  was  a  corporation  operating 
on  a  capital  stock  of  $120,000. 

The  Kendall  Refining  Company  has  a  very  in¬ 
teresting  chapter  in  the  history  of  Pennsylvania 
industry,  and  it  has  been  in  operation  continuously 
since  1882.  The  plant  which  had  been  constructed 
by  R.  H.  Childs,  William  Willis,  and  E.  R.  Loomis, 
was  operated  by  them  for  a  short  time,  when  it 
was  assigned  to  Alfred  Short  for  the  benefit  of 
creditors  and  sold  to  T.  N.  Barnsdall,  Noel  Barns- 
dall  being  appointed  manager  and  Gurley  Hinck¬ 
ley  the  expert  refiner.  At  this  time  the  refinery 
was  being  supplied  regularly  by  a  pipe-line  com¬ 
pany,  but  arrangements  were  made  to  lay  a  pipe 
line  to  the  Brooks  and  Hoffman  lease,  which  pro¬ 
duced  a  sufficient  amount  of  crude  oil  to  supply  the 
entire  requirements  of  the  refinery,  then  amount¬ 
ing  to  three  hundred  barrels  a  month,  the  capacity 
at  the  present  time  being  over  1,000  barrels  a  day. 
In  1902  the  refinery  was  sold  to  the  Penn  Lubri¬ 
cating  Company,  a  stock  company  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for 
the  purpose  of  compounding  oils  and  grease. 
Their  plant  was  then  known  as  the  Orient,  and 
was  situated  along  the  B.  R.  and  P.  tracks,  where 
the  Corliss  Carbon  Company  is  now  located. 
When  they  purchased  the  Kendall  Refining  Com¬ 
pany,  however,  they  incorporated  under  the  latter 
name,  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  refined  crude  oil  into  gasoline,  naphtha  and 
kerosene,  still  retaining  the  compounding  plant. 
In  1904  they  built  a  wax  plant,  which  made  the  re¬ 
finery  a  complete  unit,  and  discontinued  the  com¬ 
pounding  plant. 

In  1906  a  disastrous  fire  occurred  that  destroyed 
all  tanks  and  buildings  except  the  wax  plant,  which 
was  of  more  modern  construction,  and  the  office 
building.  After  the  fire  reconstruction  took  place, 
this  time  with  brick,  iron  and  concrete,  and  the 
same  plan  has  been  followed  up  to  this  date,  until 
at  the  present  time  the  Kendall  refinery  is  consid¬ 
ered  one  of  the  most  modern  and  up-to-date  in  the 
country,  and  it  is  of  fireproof  construction  so  far 
as  possible,  and  so  far  as  a  refinery  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  such.  The  Kendall  Refining  Company 
has  always  been  one  of  the  most  progressive  com¬ 
panies  in  the  Pennsylvania  field,  keeping  the  equip¬ 
ment  up-to-date  by  installing  all  of  the  latest  proc¬ 


esses.  They  take  pride  in  the  fact  that  they  were 
the  first  refiners  in  the  world  to  own  and  operate 
the  Sharpies  Centrifugal  system,  the  most  modern 
method  of  manufacturing  high-grade  Bright 
stocks,  which  are  used  to  compound  with  neutral 
oils  to  make  motor  and  tractor  oils.  The  machines 
used  for  this  purpose  are  large  separators,  elec¬ 
trically-driven,  making  17,000  revolutions  a  minute, 
and  separating  the  wax  from  the  oil,  by  centrif¬ 
ugal  force.  This  process  makes  the  oils  cleaner, 
gives  them  a  heavier  body  smaller  free  carbon  con¬ 
tent,  and  the  lowest  cold  test  of  any  oils  manufac¬ 
tured  from  Pennsylvania  crude  oil.  The  company 
operates  two  units  of  the  Dubbs  process  for  con¬ 
verting  heavy  hydro-carbons  into  an  exceptionally 
fine  grade  of  gasolene. 

During  recent  years  the  company  has  acquired 
a  large  acreage,  and  at  the  present  time  produces 
a  large  portion  of  the  crude  oil  used  in  its  refinery ; 
and  it  also  owns  and  operates  a  pipe  line  which 
covers  a  wide  area,  and  conveys  every  drop  of 
crude  oil  used  in  the  refinery,  all  of  which  is 
produced  in  the  Bradford  field.  The  company  is 
one  of  the  few  that  comprises  all  branches  of  the 
industry,  each  one  a  complete  unit,  such  as  pro¬ 
duction,  pipe-line  transportation,  refining,  tank 
cars  and  distribution.  At  the  present  time  it  has 
twenty-two  wholesale  distributing  stations,  from 
which  all  products  are  delivered  by  tank  wagon. 
It  has  a  branch  in  Hartford,  Connecticut  which 
supplies  the  New  England  States  with  lubricating 
oil  and  also  has  a  large  sales  force  covering  the 
States  of  Maine  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode 
Island,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York. 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  West  Virginia,  Ohio,  Wisconsin,  Mis¬ 
souri  and  Porto  Rico. 

The  Kendall  Refining  Company  manufacture  a 
very  complete  line  of  high-grade  automobile, 
motor,  tractor,  areoplane,  engine,  turbine,  trans¬ 
former,  and  steam  cylinder  oils,  gasoline  naphtha, 
kerosene  fuel  oil,  black  oil,  neutral,  bright  stock, 
petrolatum,  paraffine  wax,  and  coke.  Kendall 
motor  oils  have  received  deserving  recognition  by 
authorities  on  lubrication,  and  as  a  result  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  manufacturers  of  the  more  popular 
makes  of  automobiles,  trucks,  and  tractors  have 
tested  and  are  recommending  Kendall  motor  oils 
in  their  equipment. 

The  affairs  of  the  concern  coming  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Mr.  Koch  as  manager  and  later  as  presi- 
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dent  and  manager,  the  Kendall  Refining  Company 
has  grown  to  a  $2,000,000  corporation,  with  assets 
of  more  than  $4,000,000.  The  officers  are  Otto  F. 
Koch,  president  and  general  manager;  Joseph  H. 
Bovaird,  vice-president ;  H.  H.  Greene,  secretary, 
and  Irvin  Shear,  treasurer.  The  following  are  di¬ 
rectors :  Joseph  B.  Fischer,  B.  F.  Hazelton,  Jr., 
Louis  E.  Koch,  Frank  L.  Smith,  and  J.  F.  Kerlin. 

Mr.  Koch  enlarged  his  business  interests  in 
1914,  when  he  took  an  active  part  in  promoting 
the  Corliss  Carbon  Company,  of  which  he;  became 
president  and  manager,  the  company  having  had  a 
remarkably  successful  growth,  and  giving  em¬ 
ployment  to  more  than  two  hundred  men. 

One  of  the  most  commendable  things  that  Mr. 
Koch  has  done,  outside  of  his  own  immediate  in¬ 
dustrial  interests,  was  to  personally  assist  to  organ¬ 
ize  and  to  act  as  president  of  the  Bradford  Hous¬ 
ing  Corporation,  which  constructed  twenty-seven 
houses  in  that  city,  to  help  in  the  relief  of  the 
shortage  in  that  line;  and  perhaps  the  greatest 
achievement  in  behalf  of  the  city  of  Bradford  and 
his  neighborhood  that  he  has  accomplished,  and 
in  which  he  takes  just  pride,  was  his  work  as 
chairman  of  a  small  committee  which  raised  a 
fund  of  $90,000,  that;  was  paid  to  the  New  York 
State  Highway  Commissioner,  who  therewith 
built  a  magnificent  viaduct  with  nine  huge  spans, 
or  nearly  1,000  feet  of  bridge  across  the  Allegheny 
River,  and  about  eleven  miles  of  improved  high¬ 
way  connecting  with  a  rebuilt  road  leading  north 
from  Bradford.  This  new  road  furnished  Brad¬ 
ford  with  an  outlet  connecting  it  with  a  network 
of  similar  renovated  roads  throughout  New  York 
State ;  and  this  great  work  of  public  utility  has 
proven  of  inestimatble  benefit  to  the  citizens  of 
Bradford  and  its  vicinity. 

Mr.  Koch,  in  political  mattery,  supports  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  though  he 
has  declined  to  accept  the  honors  of  public  office,  he 
has  exhibited  very  practically  his  genuine  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  Bradford  community;  he  has 
donated  liberally  in  the  financial  support,  and  he 
has  also  been  active  in  the  leadership  in  local  en¬ 
terprises.  An  outstanding  instance  was  the  lead¬ 
ing  part  that  he  took  in  building  the  Bradford 
Opera  House,  a  structure  containing  a  stage  and 
auditorium,  and  furnishings  of  a  high  class,  a 
place  of  amusement  that  has  received  popular 
approval. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Koch  is  offiliated  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  its  various 


branches;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Bradford 
Club,  the  Country  Club,  the  North  Penn  Golf 
Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club.  His  re¬ 
ligious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Otto  Frederick  Koch  married,  August  20,  1887, 
at  Salamanca,  New  York,  Matilda  Gibson  Stron- 
ner,  daughter  of  James  and  Emma  (Lee)  Stron- 
ner.  They  have  one  son,  Otto,  Jr.,  born  April  5, 
1914.  Mr.  Koch  and  his  family  reside  at  No.  684 
East  Main  Street,  Bradford. 


BENJAMIN  HARRISON  PERSHING, 

prominent  in  educational  circles  and  widely  known 
for  his  scholarship  and  progressiveness  in  peda¬ 
gogic  methods,  is  likely  to  prove  an  able  executive 
of  Thiel  College,  of  which  he  became  acting  pres¬ 
ident  on  July  x,  1925.  President  Pershing  was 
born  at  Ragersville,  Ohio,  October  24,  1888,  son 
of  John  Henry  Pershing,  a  farmer,  and  his  wife, 
Susanna  (Neff)  Pershing.  Benjamin  H.  Pershing 
received  an  excellent  education,  graduating  from 
Wittenberg  College  with  the  degree  of  A.  B  in 
1912,  from  Hamma  Divinity  School  with  the 
degree  of  B.  D.  in  1915,  receiving  his  Master’s 
degree  from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  in  1921, 
and  completing  his  well-rounded  course  of  study 
with  post-graduate  work  at  the  University  of  Chi¬ 
cago.  He  served  as  pastor  in  Lutheran  churches 
at  Kent,  Ohio,  from  1915-1918,  and  at  Etna, 
Pennsylvania,  from  1918  to  1921.  In  1920-21  he 
was  instructor  in  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
and  he  has  been  Professor  of  History  and  Political 
Science  at  Thiel  College  from  1921  to  the  present 
time,  with  an  interval  in  1923-24  when  he  served 
as  assistant  in  History  at  the  University  of  Chi¬ 
cago.  With  such  practical  and  theoretical  pre¬ 
paredness  President  Pershing  entered  upon  his  new 
duties  as  acting  president  of  Thiel,  whose  policies 
and  program  he  knows  through  years  of  associa¬ 
tion.  He  brings  a  wide  outlook,  vision  balanced 
by  sound  judgment,  and  unusual  scholarly  attain¬ 
ments,  supplementing  his  energetic  and  forceful 
personality.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Pi  Gamma 
Mu,  the  National  Honorary  Social  Science  Fra¬ 
ternity;  the  American  Historical  Association; 
the  Mississippi  Valley  Historical  Association  and 
the  Ohio  Archaeological  and  Historical  Society. 
He  is  also  enrolled  in  the  Kiwanis  Club,  of  Green¬ 
ville,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

Benjamin  H.  Pershing  married,  October  24, 1916, 
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Vera  E.  Miller,  daughter  of  James  M.  and  Cora 
(Sliffe)  Miller,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  John  James,  born  January  5,  1918;  and 
Margaret  Edith,  born  June  19,  1919- 


JESSIE  SMILEY— Of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry, 
endowed  with  the  earnestness,  vigor,  aggressive¬ 
ness,  and  acute  intelligence  of  that  racial  com¬ 
bination,  Jessie  Smiley  carried  on  in  Pennsylvania 
the  record  of  progressiveness  and  public  service 
established  by  her  forefathers.  In  the  vanguard 
of  Scotch-Irish  penetration  of  Pennsylvania  were 
the  Smileys ;  one  of  whom,  great -great-uncle  of  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  record,  was  a  member 
of  the  first  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  which  sat 
in  Philadelphia  in  June,  1776,  and  contributed 
greatly  to  the  patriotic  stand  for  independence 
which  Pennsylvania  finally  assumed.  Her  great- 
great-grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War.  Her  great-grandfather,  Thomas 
Smiley,  was  a.  pioneer  of  Franklin  County  and  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Her  grandparents 
were  John  H.  and  Nancy  Smiley,  and  her  father 
Edwin  W.  Smiley,  whose  notable  record  is  out¬ 
lined  below. 

Edwin  W.  Smiley  was  born  in  Franklin  Sep¬ 
tember  12,  1845,  and  died  there,  after  years  of  pub¬ 
lic  service,  September  7,  1904.  He  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  city,  completing  his 
studies  in  the  old  Franklin  Academy,  which  he 
finished  at  the  precocious  age  of  fourteen.  From 
this  age  until  he  was  fifty-four  years  old  he  was 
engaged  in  some  capacity  with  the  printing  trade — 
as  apprentice,  printer,  foreman,  pressman,  manag¬ 
ing  editor,  and  was  frequently  connected  with  the 
“American  Citizen,”  published  in  Franklin.  When 
his  health  began  to  fail  Mr.  Smiley  took  a  busi¬ 
ness  at  the  Poughkeepsie  College,  then  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  engineering  corps  in  Franklin,  on 
railroad  construction,  and  later  engaged  with  a 
partner  in  the  coal  business.  With  restored  health 
he  returned  to  newspaper  work  and  finally  ac¬ 
quired  not  only  the  “American  Citizen”  but  also  the 
rival  paper,  “The  Independent  Press.”  Always  an 
ardent  Republican,  his  trenchant  editorials  wielded 
a  powerful  influence  for  that  party  in  the  section, 
and  he  was  for  almost  thirty  years  a  political 
power,  serving  for  a  large  part  of  the  time  as  Re¬ 
publican  countv  chairman  of  Venango  County.  In 
1876  Mr.  Smiley  was  elected  transcribing  clerk  in 
the  Senate,  followed  in  turn  by  the  more  respon¬ 
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sible  positions  of  reading  clerk,  journal  clerk,  and 
finally  chief  clerk  of  the  Senate.  This  position 
he  filled  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  both  houses 
for  ten  years  before  his  death.  Mr.  Smiley’s  busi¬ 
ness  career,  like  that  of  so  many  of  his  contem¬ 
poraries,  was  interrupted  by  the  Civil  War,  in 
which  he  served  as  a  private  in  Company  F,  58th 
Indpendent  Militia.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  liberal  in  sup¬ 
porting  its  work  and  charities,  though  he  would 
not  parade  in  uniform  because  he  had  never  been 
under  fire.  He  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  A  lovable,  tactful 
man,  faithful  to  family,  friends  and  principles,  Mr. 
Smiley  deserved  his  leading  place  ir#  the  affections 
and  affairs  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Smiley  married  Mary  Jane  Kilgore,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  and  Nancy  (Dewoody)  Kilgore,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Jessie 
Smiley,  destined  to  become  almost  as  much  of  a 
power  in  the  community  and  State  as  her  father. 

Jessie  Smi'ev  was  born  in  Franklin  November 
13,  1877,  and  educated  in  the  local  schools,  with  a 
finishing  course  at  Mrs.  Sutton’s  School  for  Girls 
in  West  Philadelphia.  From  her  earliest  days  she 
was  interested  in  woman  suffrage,  and  in  equal 
opportunities  for  men  and  women.  Her  work  for 
the  cause  of  woman  suffrage  in  Venango  County 
in  1915  was  successful,  and  the  vote  carried  by 
five  hundred  plurality.  She  worked  equally  hard 
for  the  cause  throughout  the  nation,  attending  the 
convention  of  woman  suffrage  as  national  dele¬ 
gate.  Of  late  her  attention  has  been  turned  to 
other  progressive  measures.  In  1920  she  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  mayor  to  the  City  Planning  Com¬ 
mittee,  as  the  first  woman  member.  In  1921  she 
and  a  group  of  other  women  succeeded  in  having 
a  woman  elected  to  the  School  Board.  She  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Polk  Institute  by  Governor  Pinchot,  and  is  secre¬ 
tary.  Her  political  sympathies  are  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  and  she  serves  on  the  county  com¬ 
mittee.  Miss  Smiley  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  popular  in  her 
two  clubs :  The  Wednesday  and  the  Wanango 
Country. 


DR.  FREDERICK  C.  MONKS— A  veteran 
of  the  medical  profession  of  the  highest  standing 
in  the  community  is  Dr.  Frederick  C.  Monks,  of 
Kittannir.g,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  May  31, 
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i860,  in  Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania.  His 
father  was  Thomas  B.  Monks,  a  merchant  of  War¬ 
ren  County:  appointed  postmaster  by  President 
Grant;  and  cashier  of  the  People’s  Savings  Bank. 
He  was  captain  of  Company  C,  62d  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  through  the  Civil 
War,  and  became  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
Western  Pennsylvania.  After  attending  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  his  native  village,  Dr.  Monks  was 
a  student  in  Allegheny  College  and  the  University 
of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1891  with  the;  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  He  engaged  in  practice  in  Kittanning, 
doing  general  work  as  a  physician  and  surgeon, 
without  making  a  specialty  of  any  branch.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association; 
the  Armstrong  County  Medical  Society  and  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Association.  He  en¬ 
joys  a  large  practice.  Dr.  Monks  is  vice-president 
of  the  Kittanning  Telephone  Company.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  for  two  terms.  During  the 
World  War  he  was  active  in  securing  the  services 
of  fellow  medical  men  to  enlist  in  the  United 
States  Service.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  a  Past  Mas¬ 
ter;  and  Past  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter,  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons ;  Kittanning  Council,  No.  52, 
Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Commandery  No.  1, 
Knights  Templar;  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Vet¬ 
erans;  and  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  official  board  and  a  trustee  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  Monks  was  married,  in  1890,  to  Mabel  A. 
Allison,  of  Kittanning,  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas 
M.  and  Margaret  (Acheson)  Allison.  They  are 
the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Margaret  A.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Lawrence  Adams  and  had  the  following  chil¬ 
dren  :  Frederick ;  Emily  A.  Monks,  and  Virginia 
S.  Monks.  Dr.  Monks  has  devoted  much  of  his 
time  to  promoting  movements  for  civic  betterment, 
and  to  organizations  formed  for  that  purpose. 
His  address  is  South  Water  Street,  Kittanning, 
Pennsylvania 


HENRY  HALL — Few  mercantile  establish¬ 
ments  in  this  county  can  be  said  to  possess  the 
interesting  record  of  length  of  years  as  well  as 
of  steadily  increasing  success  that  has  marked 
the  progress  of  the  book,  stationery,  legal  blank 
and  printing  business  of  Henry  Hall,  a  veteran 


and  a  popular  representative  of  the  line  of  busi¬ 
ness  in  which  he  engages.  That  Mr.  Hall  has 
taken  a  considerable  and  prominent  part  in  civic 
and  educational  interests  at  Indiana,  where  he  has 
always  resided,  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  for 
years  held  official  place  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
entire  community.  He  has  always  been  a  strong, 
patriotic  citizen  and  a  supporter  of  every  worthy 
project  to  better  Indiana. 

On  the  paternal  side  his  ancestors  came  to  In¬ 
diana  County  about  1780,  and  they  were  thus 
among  the  pioneers  here;  while  his  maternal  an¬ 
cestors,  the  Shryocks  and  Carpenters,  were  among 
the  first  white  people  to  settle  in  this  county. 
Mr.  Hall  is  a  son  of  Andrew  C.  Hall,  a  cabinet 
maker  and  later  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  scrive¬ 
ner,  who  died  in  1866,  and  Susan  (Carpenter) 
Hall,  who  died  in  1877. 

Henry  Hall  was  born  June  2,  1848,  in  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools. 
He  started  his  present  business  in  1857,  when  he 
was  only  nine  years  old,  selling  and  distributing 
magazines  and  stationery,  and  has  steadily  in¬ 
creased  both  the  volume  and  scope  of  his  enter¬ 
prises  until,  at  the  present  time,  he  has  one  of  the 
most  complete  and  up-to-date  book,  stationery 
and  printing  interests  in  this  section  of  the  State, 
and  it  is  doubtless  one  of  the  oldest  concerns  of 
the  kind,  as  Mr.  Hall  has  conducted  it  personally 
for  over  sixty-eight  years.  He  is,  besides,  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Indiana 
Savings  and  Trust  Company,  and  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Indiana  Hospital.  A  Republi¬ 
can  in  his  political  convictions,  he  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Indiana  Council  for  six  years,  and  he 
was  a  school  director  several  years  in  West 
Indiana  before  consolidation  of  the  two  boroughs. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Hall  is  a  Past  Master  of  Indi¬ 
ana  Lodge  No.  313,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ; 
a  life  member  of  Zerubbabel  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No.  1,  Knights 
Templar,  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  has  been 
treasurer  ot  the  Masonic  and  Elk  lodges  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cos¬ 
mopolitan  Club,  the  Indiana  Country  Club  and  the 
Indiana  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


CHARLES  L.  SUHR — No  name  in  Venango 
County  is  held  in  greater  esteem  than  that  of 
Charles  L.  Suhr,  eldest  son  of  the  late  Henry 
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Suhr,  of  Oil  City,  who  was  one  of  a  group  of  suc¬ 
cessful  men  whose  remunerative  activities  in  the 
local  oil  fields,  covering  a  long  period,  not  only 
had  the  tangible  result  of  establishing  their  own 
fortunes,  but  also  attracted  other  brains  and  capital 
of  great  value  to  that  region.  Henry  Suhr  was 
a  man  of  substantial  qualities  and  keen  business 
instincts,  though  modest  and  unassuming,  who 
made  his  way  from  small  beginnings  and  won  for 
himself  a  foremost  place  as  a  citizen.  Mr.  Suhr 
was  methodical  in  all  he  did,  and  throughout  his 
long  and  honorable  career  he  retained  those  splen¬ 
did  habits  as  well  as  giving  careful  attention  to 
detail  which  made  his  early  adventures  thrive. 
His  talent  for  handling  large  affairs  seemed  to  de¬ 
velop  naturally  with  the  requirements  of  his  ex¬ 
panding  interests,  for  he  always  proved  equal  to 
their  demands,  never  hesitating  to  assume  new 
labors  regardless  of  the  burdens  he  already  might 
be  carrying.  However,  being  well  fitted  for  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  all  kinds,  and  never  avoiding  them, 
his  associates  showed  unqualified  confidence  in  his 
aims  and  actions.  The  record  of  his  business  life 
constitutes  a  definite  part  of  the  commercial  and 
industrial  history  of  Oil  City.  “His  sterling  per¬ 
sonal  traits  and  companionable  nature  won  him 
friends  wherever  he  was  known,  and  his  pleasant, 
genial  manners  had  an  unmistakable  note  of  sin¬ 
cerity  and  genuine  fellowship,  which  justified  his 
popularity  to  all  who  came  within  his  influence.” 

Henry  Suhr  was  of  German  birth  and  ancestry, 
having  been  born  at  Hardegsen,  Province  of  Han¬ 
over,  Germany,  October  11,  1844,  the  eldest  of 
three  sons  born  to  Christian  and  Henrietta 
(Frohne)  Suhr.  Of  these  Louis,  who  was  an 
oil  producer  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  many 
years,  died  at  Los  Angeles,  California,  in  1917. 
Charles,  the  youngest,  died  many  years  ago. 
Henry  Suhr  was  reared  and  educated  in  Germany, 
but,  seeing  greater  possibilities  in  America,  he 
came  hither  in  July,  1868,  locating  first  at  New 
York  City.  His  parents,  who  followed  him  to  the 
United  States  in  May,  1877,  returned  to  Germany 
after  six  years’  stay.  Having  learned  the  trade 
of  a  locksmith  he  was  employed  as  such  in  New 
York  City  and  Buffalo,  New  York,  before  reach¬ 
ing  Oil  City,  as  well  as  having  been  engaged  at 
a  machine  shop  in  Pittsburgh  for  a  time.  In  the 
meantime,  the  development  of  oil  attracted  his  at¬ 
tention,  and  he  located  in  the  Oil  Creek  region  in 
1869.  During  the  next  six  years  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  various  oil  producing  concerns,  by  which 


he  became  sufficiently  familiar  with  the  oil  busi¬ 
ness  to  make  him  anxious  to  operate  on  his  own 
account,  which  he  began  to  do  in  1875,  establishing 
himself  at  Oil  City,  where  he  made  his  permanent 
home.  In  1886  he  became  identified  with  another 
branch  of  the  business,  joining  Louis  Walz  and 
Samuel  Justus  in  the  organization  of  the  Penn  Re¬ 
fining  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Suhr  was  the 
execuitve  head  for  many  years,  filling  the  office  of 
president  until  the  absorption  by  the  Penn  Amer¬ 
ican  Refining  Company  more  than  a  quarter 
century  afterward.  The  business  of  the  latter 
company  (now  the  Pennzoil  Company)  grew  to 
such  large  proportions,  largely  as  the  outcome  of 
Mr.  Suhr’s  efforts,  and  they  are  now  nationally 
established  as  refiners  of  petroleum  products.  Sev¬ 
eral  years  after  becoming  interested  in  the  Penn 
Refinery,  Mr.  Suhr  joined  other  local  men  in 
the  purchase  of  the  plant  of  the  Valley  Oil  Com¬ 
pany  at  Rouseville,  and  organized  the  Germania 
Refining  Company,  which  eventually,  in  1914,  be¬ 
came  consolidated  with  the  Penn  Refining  Com¬ 
pany  under  the  name  of  the  Germania  Refining 
Company  and  which  was  in  1917  changed  to  Penn 
American  Refining  Company,  and  in  1924  merged 
with  the  Pennzoil  Company  and  is  now  known 
under  that  name. 

Mr.  Suhr  was  one  of  the  oldest  stockholders 
in  the  Oil  City  Trust  Company,  one  of  the  leading 
banking  institutions  of  Northwestern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  for  many  years,  and  gave  a  lengthy  service 
on  its  board  of  directors.  He  was  interested  in 
the  Pure  Oil  Company,  the  Penn  Oil  and  Sup¬ 
ply  Company,  an  oil  marketing  company,  which 
operated  in  various  Western  States,  the  Consoli¬ 
dated  Window  Glass  Company,  a  Bradford  con¬ 
cern,  with  plants  at  Mount  Jewett  and  Hazelhurst, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  British-American  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Toronto,  Canada.  During  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life,  owing  to  ill  health,  Mr.  Suhr 
had  not  taken  an  active  part  as  usual  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  these  companies,  but  he  maintained  his 
associations  with  them  to  the  end  and  looked  after 
the  management  of  his  interests.  Two  years  be¬ 
fore  his  death  he  tried  a  sojourn  at  Nauheim, 
Germany,  for  relief,  and  latterly  he  spent  the  win¬ 
ters  in  the  South,  his  death  occurring  at  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg,  Florida,  December  2,  1914,  from  heart 
failure,  after  a  severe  attack  of  asthma.  His 
death  was  deeply  regretted  by  a  large  host  of 
friends.  For  over  thirty  years  he  had  been  a  ves¬ 
tryman  of  Good  Hope  Lutheran  Church,  of  which 
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he  was  a  charter  member,  and  he  was  over  zealous 
in  behalf  of  its  interests,  serving  as  a  member 
of  the  building  committee  which  had  charge  of 
the  erection  of  the  present  beautiful!  church  build¬ 
ing,  completed  in  1903. 

At  Oil  City,  in  1875,  Henry  Suhr  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Louise  Schorman,  who,  too,  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  coming  to  America  when 
eighteen  years  old.  Her  father,  Christian  Schor¬ 
man,  also  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to  America 
in  later  life,  living  retired  at  Oil  City  until  his 
death,  in  1914,  when  eighty-six  years  old.  Mr. 
Schorman  was  twice  married,  Mrs.  Suhr  being  the 
olest  of  four  children  born  to  his  first  union ; 
Lewis  is  a  resident  of  Oil  City;  Karl  died  in  Aus¬ 
tralia;  Adolph  is  a  resident  of  Bradford,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  By  the  second  union  there  were  three 
children:  Mrs.  John  Baumbach,  of  Oil  City;  Gus¬ 
tave,  also  of  Oil  City ;  William  A.  P.,  a  resident 
of  Toronto,  Canada. 

Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Suhr : 
Charles  L.,  of  further  mention ;  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  James  Cuyler  Black,  of  Franklin,  Pennsylvania ; 
Lena,  wife  of  Ernest  A.  Burch,  of  Oil  City;  and 
Henry  W.,  who  died  in  October,  1918,  at  Salt- 
ville,  Virginia,  of  influenze  and  pneumonia,  while 
serving  in  the  United  States  Army.  Mrs.  Suhr 
was  a  devout  Christian,  devoted  to  her  church 
(The  Good  Hope  Lutheran)  in  which  she  took  a 
great  deal  of  interest.  She  had  many  friends,  and 
her  kindly  ways  and  her  ever  readiness  to  help 
those  in  need  endeared  her  to  all.  Her  death,  of 
influenza  and  pneumonia,  on  February  21, 1919,  was 
mourned  by  all  who  knew  her,  and'  was  indeed  a 
great  loss  to  the  community. 

Charles  L.  Suhr,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
at  Oil  City  March  30,  1877,  where  he  obtained  his 
preparatory  education  in  the  public  school,  subse¬ 
quently  studying  in  the  chemistry  division  of  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1898.  Returning  to  Oil  City 
he  entered  the  refining  business,  later  becoming 
superintendent  of  the  Germania  Refining  Company, 
now  the  Pennzoil  Company,  of  which  he  is  pres¬ 
ident  and  general  manager.  The  concern,  which 
does  a  national  business,  is  one  of  the  largest  in 
this  section,  and  Mr.  Suhr  has  shown  himself 
quite  fortunate  as  the  heir  of  many  of  his  father’s 
business  qualities  as  well  as  his  responsibilities. 
Most  of  his  business  interests  are  in  allied  indus¬ 
tries.  He  is  also  vice-president  of  the  British- 


American  Oil  Company,  of  Toronto,  Canada,  and 
vice-president  and  director  of  the  Oil  City  Trust 
Company.  Holding  practical  ideas  on  the  value  of 
wholesome  social  institutions  and  their  effect  on 
citizenship  and  proper  standards  of  life  in  all  its 
associations,  Mr.  Suhr  has  endorsed  in,  a  practical 
way  every  effort  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
community,  especially  in  his  hearty  support  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  serving  as  a 
director  of  the  asssociation.  He  is  also  a  director 
of  the  Oil  City  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  of 
the  American  Petroleum  Institute.  Though  he 
has  no  particular  taste  for  public  duties,  he  served 
a  term  in  the  City  Council  at  a  time  when  he  felt 
he  could  do  some  good  in  that  position,  and  there 
are  other  services  to  his  credit  which  make  it  un¬ 
necessary  to  defend  his  title  to  the  public  spirit 
or  good  will  in  his  relations  to  his  fellow  men. 
Fraternally,  Mr.  Suhr  is  a  Mason,  affiliated  with 
Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons  ;  Oil  City,  Chapter,  No.  236,  Royal  Arch 
Masons ;  Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43,  Knights 
Templar;  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection;  and  Lu 
Lu  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  of  Philadelphia.  He  is  a  vestry¬ 
man  of  the  Good  Hope  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  of  Oil  City. 

Mr.  Suhr  was  married  to  Kate  Wilkins,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Benton  T.  and  Rebecca  (Brown)  Wilkins, 
highly  respected  residents  of  Rouseville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  sons, 
Henry  and  Charles,  who  at  present  are  in  college. 


PETER  E.  STOVER — The  first  member  of 
the  Stover  family  of  whom  there  is  definite 
record  was  Peter  Stover,  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  died  in  Centerville,  in  this  State,  about  1857. 
His  wife’s  name  has  not  been  preserved  in  the 
records,  but  he*  was  a  farmer.  He  was  the  father 
of  nine  children:  1.  Henry,  born  in  1816,  died 
in  Scrubgrass.  2.  John,  born  in  1817,  died  in 
Scrubgrass.  3.  Mathias,  born  in  1819,  died  in 
Centerville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1882,  married  Sarah 
(surname  unknown),  their  children  all  deceased. 
4.  Thomas,  born  in  1821,  died  in  Centerville,  mar¬ 
ried  Barbara  Levi,  and  had  three  children :  Thomas 
survived  to  this  period,  and  he  is  living  in  Cen¬ 
terville  ;  Mary  Ann,  now  living  near  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  married  Robert  Duck ;  Elizabeth, 
deceased,  married  a  Leopold.  5.  Samuel,  of  whom 
further.  6.  Daniel,  born  in  1825,  died  in  Center- 
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ville,  married  a  Blausier  and  had  children :  Ben¬ 
jamin  and  Simon,  who  lived  in  Buffalo,  New 
York ;  George,  deceased ;  Sarah ;  and  Anna.  7. 
William,  born  1827,  killed  in  an  accident.  8.  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  born  in  1829,  died  in  Garion  County  in 
1876,  married  Israel  Anderson,  of  Sawtown,  Ve¬ 
nango  County,  and  they  had  three  sons,  Samuel, 
Clark  and  Perry,  and  a  daughter.  9.  Polly,  born 
1833,  died  in  Emlenton,  married  a  Nicholson. 

Samuel  Stover,  son  of  Peter  Stover,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  June  6,  1823,  and  died  in  Centerville, 
Venango  County,  March  18,  1898.  He  settled  in 
Centerville  early  in  life,  and  cultivated  a  farm 
until  his  death.  He  married  (first)  December  31, 
1846,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  John  Craig,  born  in 
Venango  County,  December  18,  1827,  died  in  Cen¬ 
terville  April  16,  1863.  He  married  (second), 
January  11,  1864,  Rachel  Culbertson,  born  in  But¬ 
ler  County,  Pennsylvania,  June  12,  1832,  died  in 
Centerville,  January  22,  1890.  John  Craig,  the 
father  of  his  first  wife,  Rebecca,  was  a  pioneer 
farmer  in  Venango  County,  where  he  died.  His 
wife’s  name  is  unknown.  They  had  nine  children. 
Samuel  Stover  had  six  children  by  his  first  mar¬ 
riage,  and  one  by  the  second  marriage.  1.  Wil¬ 
liam  A.,  born  April  21,  1849,  now  living  in  Cen¬ 
terville,  married  (first)  Christina  Hogue;  (sec¬ 
ond)  Pearl  Masters,  now  living  in  Centerville; 
had  six  children  by  first  marriage  and  one  by  sec¬ 
ond  marriage :  Charles,  deceased ;  Frank,  living 
in  Canada;  Dalton;  Clement,  living  in  Shippens- 
ville,  married  a  Winters ;  Grace,  living  in  Oil 
City;  Eva,  living  in  Shippensville,  married  James 
Hawks ;  and  Haze,  now  living  in  Centerville.  2. 
Peter  E.,  of  whom  further.  3.  Isaac  M.,  born  March 
22,  1853,  now  living  in  Matamoras,  Ohio,  married, 
January  1,  1878,  Tillie  Cook,  and  they  adopted  a 
child,  Hattie  Krotzer,  who  married  M.  Driland.  4. 
Cochran  C.,  born  June  19, 1855,  now  living  in  Mata¬ 
moras,  Ohio,  married,  August  19,  1880,  Ettic  Mc- 
Kessick,  and  had  no  children.  5.  Nancy  Jane,  born 
June  25,  1857,  died  April  19,  1883,  married  H.  M. 
Fink,  now  living  in  Greensburg,  Pennsylvania,  chil¬ 
dren:  Samuel  Stover,  a  son,  and  a  daughter.  6. 
Esther  Ella,  bom  June  14,  1859,  died  March  24, 
1894,  married  John  Stahl,  now  living  in  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania,  children :  Earl ;  Edna,  now  living  in 
Matamoras,  Ohio,  married  William  Coleman ; 
Arlie ;  and  Frederick.  7.  Martha  Naomi,  born 
June  15,  1873,  died  January  20,  1912,  married 


Monte  Carpenter,  now  living  in  Bakersfield,  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  children:  Floyd,  Arlie  and  a  son. 

Peter  E.  Stover,  son  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca 
(Craig)  Stover,  was  born  in  Centerville,  Venango 
County,  Pennsylvania,  January  24,  1851,  and  is 
now  living  in  Bradford,  Pennsylvania.  He  received 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  then 
went  to  work  on  a  farm  in  Pine  Grove  Township, 
where  he  remained  until  1871,  when  he  entered  the 
oil  business,  following  the  development  of  oil  fields 
through  Venango,  Clarion  and  McKean  counties, 
Pennsylvania,  until  1873,  when  he  secured  a  posi¬ 
tion  at  the  pumping  station  of  the  Sandy  Pipe  Line, 
in  Gas  City,  which  he  retained  until  1877,  when  he 
removed  to  Turkey  City,  Clarion  County,  and  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  the  United  Pipe  Line,  remain¬ 
ing  there  until  1879.  In  this  year  he  settled  in 
Duke  Center  and  was  appointed  gauger  for  the 
National  Transit  Company,  which  position  he  held 
for  thirty -two  years,  until  he  was  retired  by  the 
company  on  a  pension  in  1911.  Mr.  Stover  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  970,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of 
Duke  Center,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Grand;  and 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Macca¬ 
bees  in  Duke  Center.  He  is  an  ex-member  of  the 
United  Workmen  of  America,  and  an  ex-member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  in  Duke  Center. 

Mr.  Stover  married,  in  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania, 
January  27,  1876,  Jennie  L.,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Agnes  (McBride)  Stevens,  born  in  President 
Township,  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  and 
these  children  were  born  to  them :  1.  Albert  Leroy, 
born  in  Gas  City,  Pennsylvania,  November  18, 
1876,  now  superintendent  for  the  J.  F.  Jones  es¬ 
tate  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  married,  Decem¬ 
ber,  18,  1898,  Mabel  Moister ;  children :  Clarence, 
killed  by  accident  at  the  age  of  six  years,  and 
Alberta,  born  in  Duke  Center,  May  27,  1903.  2. 
Archibald,  bom  in  Turkey  City  August  7,  1878, 
now  a  doctor  of  dental  surgery,  who  has  prac¬ 
ticed  dentistry  for  twenty-five  years,  and  is  now 
an  oil  producer  of  Bradford.  He  married,  Sep¬ 
tember  25,  t 901,  Della  Berry.  3.  Agnes  Estella, 
born  in  Duke  Center,  October  10,  1882,  now  living 
in  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  married,  August  19, 
1903.  Francis  C.  Martin,  cashier  of  the  United 
States  National  Bank  of  that  city;  their  children: 
Donald  Stover,  born  August  1,  1904,  and  Agnes 
Geraldine,  born  May  30,  1906.  4.  Wallace,  died 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  5.  Lillian,  born  in 
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Duke  Center,  who  was  for  many;  years  city  nurse 
at  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  unmarried,  and  re¬ 
siding  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Martin.  6.  Grover  A., 
born  in  Duke  Center,  October  8,  1892,  now  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Bradford  Supply  Company  at  Brad¬ 
ford,  Pennsylvania,  married  June  Fitzgerald.  7. 
Esther  E.,  born  in  Duke  Center,  February  12,  1896, 
wife  of  Dr.  Donald  McArthur,  a  chiropractic  at 
Bradford.  8.  Shirley  S.,  born  in  Duke  Center 
October  28,  1899,  married  Beatrice  Craid,  who 
died,  and  he  now  resides  with  his  parents  at 
Bradford. 


WILLIAM  S.  PACA,  of  Oil  City,  secretary 
and  general  manager  of  the  Petroleum  Telephone 
Company,  is  a  man  of  large  experience  in  the 
operation  and  management  of  public  utilities,  by 
reason  of  which  he  has  occupied  a  commanding 
place  in  local  business  concerns,  serving  the  mu¬ 
nicipality  ever  since  he  settled  here.  After  a  com¬ 
paratively  brief  residence  in  the  city  he  had  at¬ 
tained  a  position  among  its  foremost  spirits  in  the 
promotion  of  public  works  and  engineering  enter¬ 
prises.  of  which  he  has  acquired  an  expert  knowl¬ 
edge.  The  fact  that  he  is  a  past  president  of  the 
Oil  City  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  his  member¬ 
ship  in  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi¬ 
neers  of  New  York  City  and  in  The  Telephone 
Pioneers  of  America,  indicate  achievements  which 
have  been  considered  deserving  of  definite  recog¬ 
nition. 

Mr.  Paca  is  a  native  of  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
born  August  27,  1863,  and  is  a  direct  descendant 
of  that  William  Paca,  who  was  one  of  the  leading 
American  politicians  of  his  period,  a  signer  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  Governor  of 
Maryland  from  1782  to  1785.  He  was  born  Oc¬ 
tober  31,  1740,  at  Wyehall,  Hartford  County, 
Maryland,  and  died  there  in  1799. 

John  P.  Paca,  grandfather  of  William  S.  Paca, 
had  a  large  estate  in  Queen  Anne’s  County,  Mary¬ 
land,  and  also  owned  vessels,  losing  his  life  on 
one  of  them,  which  was  caught  in  the  ice  and  sunk 
in  Chesapeake  Bay. 

John  Paca,  father  of  William  S.  Paca,  was  a 
grain  merchant  in  Baltimore  until  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  He  married  Florence 
M.  Keyes,  daughter  of  Bailey  Keyes,  who  was 
a  prominent  merchant  in  Baltimore,  and  she  sur¬ 
vives,  making  her  home  in  that  city. 

William  S.  Paca  grew  to  manhood  at  his  birth¬ 


place  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  there.  All  of  his  business  life  has  been 
spent  in  the  telephone  business,  which  he  entered 
in  1882  and  in  which  he  has  reached  the  status  of 
an  expert,  having  made  himself  thoroughly 
familiar  with  its  details  in  the  course  of  a  com¬ 
prehensive  experience.  He  was  with  the  Bell  Tel¬ 
ephone  Company  in  Baltimore  for  twelve  years, 
during  which  time  he  did  special  work  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  long  distance  telephony  before  the 
Bell  system  had  any  long  distance  service  installed. 
In  fact  he  was  a  real  pioneer  in  that  field  and  in 
the  construction  of  apparatus  for  such  communi¬ 
cation.  For  several  years  he  was  in  the  service 
of  the  Eastern  Electric  Company  in  Baltimore, 
having  served  as  special  electrician  in  the  work 
preliminary  to  the  operation  of  the  first  electric 
car  operated  in  the  city.  In  1896  he  was  offered 
a  position  with  the  Independent  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany  in  Baltimore,  becoming  engineer  and  super¬ 
intendent,  in  which  capacity  he  had  charge  of  the 
construction  of  plants  in  Baltimore,  Jersey  City, 
Newark,  Trenton,  Pittsburgh,  Cleveland,  Buffalo 
and  Erie,  as  well  as  some  smaller  places,  being  so 
engaged  until  his  removal  to  Oil  City  in  1904.  Here 
he  has  continued  in  the  same  line  in  his  association 
with  the  Petroleum  Telephone  Company,  whose 
officers  are:  W.  A.  McMaster,  president;  Louis 
Walz,  vice-president;  S.  Y.  Ramage,  treasurer; 
William  S.  Paca,  secretary  and  general  manager; 
Robert  Lamberton,  A.  W.  Hayes,  and  J.  V.  Framp- 
ton,  directors.  Mr.  Paca  has  also  done  considerable 
in  the  capacity  of  consulting  engineer,  and  for  five 
years  he  served  as  president  of  the  Oil  City  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce.  He  has  come  into  influence  on  his 
own  merits  entirely,  having  in  all  his  connections 
demonstrated  his  ability  to  compete  with  the  best 
talent  in  his  line,  his  originality  and  resource  en¬ 
abling  him  to  make  a  progressive  showing  in 
everything  he  undertakes.  He  has  formed  a 
number  of  high  social  connections  in  the  city, 
belonging  to  the  Elks’  Club,  the  Venango,  Wa- 
nango,  Oil  City  Motor,  Ivy  and  Oil  City  Boat 
clubs.  Mr.  Paca  has  shown  a  disposition  for  un¬ 
selfishness  in  his  citizenship,  which  has  earned 
him  the  favorable  opinion  of  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Paca  married  Florence  R.  Winchester, 
daughter  of  George  H.  Winchester,  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  and  a  member  of  the  family  famous 
as  founders  of  the  Winchester  Arms  Company  of 
New  Haven,  Connecticut.  Of  their  four  children, 
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Ruth  is  at  home;  Helen  died  when  eleven  years 
old;  Lieutenant  William  W.,  a  graduate  of  West 
Point  Academy  and  now  a  lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  Marine  Corps,  stationed  at  Port  au  Prince, 
Haiti;  Dorothy  is  now  living  in  New  York  City, 
and  is  following  her  profession  as  a  concert  so¬ 
prano  singer.  The  family  attends  the  Episcopal 
church. 


RICHARD  DEWILL  NICKLIN,  one  of  the 

partners  of  the  Howard  &  Nicklin  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  is  well  known  in 
Franklin  and  vicinity,  having  been  born  in  Frank¬ 
lin  on  November  18,  1880,  the  son  of  Simon  J.  and 
Agnes  (Milton)  Nicklin,  the  father  an  oil  pro¬ 
ducer  and  merchant. 

At  an  early  age  Mr.  Nicklin  entered  the  employ 
of  Woodburn,  Cone  &  Company,  well  known  dry 
goods  merchants,  and  in  1907  became  a  member  of 
that  firm.  In  1908  he  entered  the  lumber  business 
as  a  partner  with  his  brother-in-law,  Fred  A. 
Howard,  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Howard  & 
Nicklin  Lumber  Company,  and  since  that  time  has 
devoted  his  entire  time  to  that  business. 

Mr.  Nicklin  is  a  trustee  of  the  Polk  State 
School ;  also  a  director  of  the  Exchange  Bank  and 
Trust  Company,  the  Franklin  Public  Library,  and 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
Rotary  Club,  Wanango  Country  Club,  Franklin 
Club,  and  the  various  bodies  of  Masonry.  Polit¬ 
ically,  Mr.  Nicklin  is  a  Republican. 

On  June  5,  1907,  Mr.  Nicklin  married  Hettie 
Cochran  Howard,  daughter  of  Williard  D.  and 
Emma  (Pendleton)  Howard,  to  whom  three 
daughters  have  been  born :  Charlotte  Howard, 
Martha  Jane,  and  Emma  Howard  Nicklin. 


CLARENCE  WILLSON  McELHANEY 

was  born  in  1868,  in  Hartstown,  Pennsylvania,  the 
son  of  Matthew  and  Letitia  (Willson)  McEl- 
haney.  The  father  was  a  physician,  and  served 
in  the  Civil  War. 

After  graduating,  A.  B.,  from  Thiel  College, 
Clarence  W.  McElhaney  entered  the  medical  de¬ 
partment  of  Western  Reserve  University,  from 
which  he  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Greenville,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  Republican, 
and  served  as  a  member  of  the  Medical  Reserve 
during  the  World  War.  Dr.  McElhaney’s  sym¬ 


pathetic  interest  in  humanity  is  indicated  by  his 
membership  in  several  fraternal  organizations.  In 
the  Masonic  order  he  is  affiliated  with  all  the 
principal  bodies,  is  a  Knights  Templar,  and  in 
possession  of  thirty-two  degrees,  a  Shriner.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  Knights  of  Pythias.  A  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  he  is  associated 
with  the  various  medical  societies,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  the  American  Medical  Associ¬ 
ation,  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Association, 
Mercer  County  Medical  Association,  and  Ameri- 
ican  College  of  Surgeons,  and  he  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Greenville  Country  Club  and  the  Rotary 
Club. 

Dr.  McElhaney  married,  December  25,  1895, 
in  Greenville,  Florence  Keck,  daughter  of  L.  L. 
and  Felicia  (Loutzenhiser)  Keck,  of  that  town. 
The  family  includes  two  children,  namely:  Kath¬ 
ryn,  born  August  2,  1897,  and  Lewis  Keck,  born 
December  1,  1900. 


ELMER  E.  BRYNER — One  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  Custer  City,  Pennsylvania,  a  success¬ 
ful  and  prosperous  oil  producer,  Elmer  E.  Bryner 
has  given  to  his  city  valuable  service  since  he  has 
entered  into  the  political  life  of  the  section.  He 
is  also  active  in  fraternal  organizations,  and  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  all  matters  that  are  for  the  prog¬ 
ress  and  the  welfare  of  the  community,  giving 
of  his  time  and  energy  in  large  measure.  His  ser¬ 
vice  to  his  section  has  been  made  possible  by  his 
very  success  in  his  business  career,  which  has  been 
the  keynote  of  his  life,  until  his  recent  entrance 
into  the  political  field,  although  he  still  continues 
at  the  head  of  his  interests,  which  perhaps  is  very 
natural,  as  he  was  one  of  the  pioneer  workers  in 
this  field.  Mr.  Bryner  was  the  son  of  Joseph 
Bryner,  of  whom  further. 

Joseph  Bryner  was  born  March  10,  1825,  in 
Pennsylvania,  son  of  Scotch-Irish  parents.  He 
died  in  Mansalona,  Michigan,  December  23,  1884. 
He  became  a  farmer,  taking  up  that  occupation  in 
early  life  subsequently  becoming  an  oil  producer, 
and  following  the  oil  fields  of  Venango  and  Craw¬ 
ford  counties.  He  later  moved  to  Michigan,  where 
he  engaged  in  lumbering,  following  this  calling 
until  his  death.  During  the  Civil  War  he  served 
as  a  soldier  in  a  Pennsylvania  regiment.  He  was 
a  Republican  in  his  politics,  but  while  performing 
his  civic  duties,  he  took  no  active  part  in  the  gen- 
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eral  affairs  of  the  public.  He  married  Matilda 
Faringer,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Feb¬ 
ruary  12,  1833,  and  died  in  Pleasantville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  December,  1910,  daughter  of  an  Oil 
City  farmer.  She  survived  her  husband,  and  mar¬ 
ried  (second)  Jacob  Welt;  and  (third)  William 
Fleming,  all  deceased.  The  children  of  Joseph 
Bryner,  all  born  in  Venango  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  were :  1.  Perry  P.,  born  February  2,  1852, 
later  a  blacksmith,  died  November  17,  1924,  in 
Akron,  Ohio ;  he  married,  September  24,  1874, 
Ada  Haworth,  born  February  6,  1852,  of  Venango 
County.  Their  children :  Oliver  H.,  born  August 
16,  1876,  who  lived  in  Indiana;  Marvin  G.,  born 
in  June,  1880;  Oliver  Ferris,  born  October  11, 
1884;  Elmer  H.,  born  August  10,  1891,  the  last 
three  having  lived  in  Akron,  Ohio;  and  Mabel, 
who  died  in  infancy.  2.  Mary,  born  February  13, 

1854,  died  in  infancy.  3.  Elias  F.,  born  July  20, 

1855,  died  at  Pleasantville,  Pennsylvania,  Febru¬ 
ary  16,  1925;  he  married  Kizie  Welch,  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three 
children :  Sarah,  engaged  in  the  millinery  business 
in  Oklahoma ;  Harry  and  Carrie,  the  latter  living 
with  her  sister  in  Oklahoma.  4.  Rachel  E.,  born 
September  18,  1857;  she  married  (first)  Fred  Cas¬ 
well;  (second)  Frank  Fertig,  of  Titusville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  an  oil  producer  of  Roberson,  Illinois.  5. 
Amey  Talman,  born  November  29,  1859,  a  hotel 
proprietor  of  Rochester,  New  York;  he  married 
a  widow,  Mrs.  Etta  (Reamer)  Burdick.  6.  Elmer 
E.,  of  whom  further.  7.  Homer  Emanuel,  born 
May  16,  1864,  died  in  1916,  an  oil  producer  of 
Pleasantville,  Pennsylvania;  he  married  Kansas 
Faust,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Clyde,  Donald,  Ferdence  and  Ethel.  8. 
Elsie  Jane,  born  April  18,  1866;  married  Charles 
Staeger,  later  in  the  oil  business  in  Muncie,  Indi¬ 
ana;  they  had  five  children.  9.  Harriet  M.,  born 
October  23,  1868;  married  William  Hagerson,  an 
oil  producer  of  Roberson,  Illinois;  they  had  three 
children.  10.  Susan  E.,  born  July  9,  1872;  mar¬ 
ried  Jacob  Wilt,  an  oil  producer  of  Roberson,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  two  children. 

Elmer  E.  Bryner,  sixth  child  of  Joseph  and  Ma¬ 
tilda  (Faringer)  Bryner,  was  born  in  Cranberry, 
Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  April  27,  1862. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Pleasant¬ 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  and  early  began  his  career  in 
the  oil  fields,  and  in  1877  was  living  at  Degolia, 
McKean  County.  After  his  marriage  he  removed 


to  Custer  City,  where  he  had  been  an  oil  worker 
and  producer,  having  been  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
that  field  in  the  section.  He  has  become  very  suc¬ 
cessful,  and  is  to-day  (1925)  one  of  the  substan¬ 
tial  citizens  of  this  district.  Mr.  Bryner  is  a 
Republican  in  his  politics,  and  he  has  now,  for  the 
past  few  years,  been  serving  his  community  in 
public  office,  having  held  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  for  several  years;  and  since  1906  he  has 
filled  the  office  of  road  supervisor,  and  for  twelve 
years  school  director,  and  given  to  his  district  a 
real  benefit  in  the  shape  of  good  roads  for  the 
money  expended  on  them.  He  is  active  in  fra¬ 
ternal  organizations,  being  a  member  of  Brad¬ 
ford  Lodge,  No.  334,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Bradford  Council  No.  43,  Royal  and  Select  Mas¬ 
ters;  Bradford  Chapter,  No.  260,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters ;  Bradford  Commandery,  No.  58,  Knights 
Templar;  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  Zem  Zem 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  of  Bradford ;  and  the  Knights  of  the  Macca¬ 
bees.  His  club  is  the  Bradford;  and  his  religious 
affiliation  is  with  the  Methodist  Church. 

Elmer  E.  Bryner  married,  November  13,  1882, 
Zada  Hudson,  who  was  born  December  10,  i860, 
in  Hartstown,  Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania, 
daughter  of  Philo  Hudson,  born  in  Newton  Falls, 
Ohio,  in  1826,  died  in  Titusville  in  1866,  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  Her  mother  was  Mary  (Royer) 
Hudson,  born  in  Hartstown  May  15,  1837,  who 
survived  her  husband  and  resides  with  hen  daugh¬ 
ter  in  Custer  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hudson  were 
the  parents  of  two  children :  Henry,  born  in  1858, 
died  in  infancy ;  and  Zada,  mentioned  above, 
who  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Titusville,  where  she  was  living  at  the  time  of 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  Bryner.  Elmer  E.  and 
Zada  (Hudson)  Bryner  were  the  parents  of  four 
children :  1.  Ernest  Henry,  an  oil  producer  of 
Custer  City,  married  Thalia  Ward,  of  Degolia, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  John  Ward  and  James 
Ernest.  2.  Edna  Marian,  who  married  Lewis 
Begin,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  Normandand  Elmer.  3.  Laura  Geneva, 
married  Wiebut  Funk,  and  they  reside  at  Ham¬ 
mond,  Indiana,  and  have  one  son,  John  William 
Funk.  4.  Roy  Ellsworth,  an  oil  producer,  who 
resides  at  home  with  his  parents. 
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FRANKLIN  PIERCE  MINNER— A  fore¬ 
most  citizen  and  public  official  of  Mercer  County 
is  Franklin  Pierce  Minner,  whom  the  people  of  the 
county  have  honored  with  the  positions  of  county 
auditor  and  county  commissioner,  and  he  now  holds 
the  latter  office,  in  which  he  has  made  a  most  cred¬ 
itable  record  with  the  ability  and  energy  and  pub¬ 
lic  spirit  that  characterized  his  tenure  of  office  as 
county  auditor  and  his  other  civic  activities. 
Commissioner  Minner  is  a  wealthy  and  prominent 
farmer  and  stock  dealer  of  the  county,  and  he 
is  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  men  in  the 
section. 

Franklin  Pierce  Minner  was  born  in  Mercer 
County  May  13,  1874,  the  son  of  Gibson  Minner, 
who  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  Mercer 
County.  The  senior  Minner,  a  wealthy  farmer, 
was  elected  a  county  commissioner  in  1893,  on 
November  8,  just  one  day  before  his  son’s  marriage. 
He  died  in  1923,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
His  wife,  the  mother  of  the  present  commissioner 
Minner,  was  Juda  (Cole)  Minner,  also  deceased. 

Following  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Mercer  County  and  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Volant,  Franklin  Pierce  Minner  entered  his 
father’s  business,  as  a  farmer  and  stock  dealer, 
and  has  continued,  an  important  and  success¬ 
ful  representative  of  the  field,  to  this  day.  He 
early  affiliated  himself  with  the  Democratic  party, 
as  his  father  had  done,  and  from  youth  was  active 
in  its  organizations  in  Mercer  County  and  Mercer, 
the  county  capital.  In  1919  he  was  elected  county 
auditor  for  a  four-year  term,  and  on  its  expira¬ 
tion  in  1923  he  was  elected  a  county  commis¬ 
sioner  for  a  four-year  term.  Commissioner  Min¬ 
ner  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  Mercer  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  and  to  Mercer  Lodge,  Loyal  Order 
of  Moose.  He  and  his  wife  and  family  attend  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  county  capital. 

Mr.  Minner  married  Jennie  Bestwick,  of  Mer¬ 
cer,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Jane 
(McEwen)  Bestwick,  in  Mercer,  November  9, 
1893.  Of  this  union  there  are  four  children  liv¬ 
ing  of  six  that  were  born,  namely:  Ethel,  married 
Samuel  Morris,  resides  in  Pittsburgh ;  Charles, 
Paul  and  Edward,  also  living  on  the  farm.  The 
two  who  died  were  Thomas,  at  the  age  of  nine¬ 
teen,  and  Dayton,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  months. 
The  familys  urban  home  is  in  the  borough  of 
Mercer. 


ADDISON  RAYMOND  HODGE— The  finan¬ 
cial  advancement  of  Grove  City,  as  represented  in 
its  admirable  banking  institutions,  is  to  be  accred¬ 
ited  in  no  small  measure  to  those  officials  who 
have  the  guidance  and  direction  of  the  affairs  of 
the  bank.  As  cashier  of  the  Grove  City  State 
Bank,  Mr.  Hodge  expertly  fulfills  the  duties  of 
that  office,  having  brought  thereto'  a  most  valuable 
experience  in  both  financial  and  educational  ser¬ 
vice  in  this  and  other  counties  in  the  State.  The 
custodianship  of  public  and  financial  office,  as  de¬ 
posited  in  his  hands,  has  been  placed  to  the  sat¬ 
isfaction  of  his  constituency  and  the  general  pub¬ 
lic.  Mr.  Hodge  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Hodge,  a 
farmer,  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  in  Company  D, 
211th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Margaret 
(Miller)  Hodge. 

Addison  Raymond  Hodge  was  born  July  2,  1872, 
at  Neshannock,  Mercer  County,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools  and  Sandy  Lake  Institute. 
Graduating  at  Grove  City  College,  he  then  reg¬ 
istered  as  a  law  student  in  the  offices  of  Judge  S. 
H.  Miller,  where  he  continued  for  seventeen 
months,  and  he  was  then  associated  with  the 
prothonotarial  office  of  the  State  Supreme  Court 
at  Pittsburgh.  From  1897  to  1900,  Mr.  Hodge  was 
employed  in  the  coal  mines  at  Jackson  Center,  after 
which  he  taught  a  country  school  for  two  years. 
Thereafter,  he  was  principal  of  the  Polk  schools 
in  Venango  for  three  years;  principal  of  the  Stone- 
boro  schools,  Mercer  County,  for  three  years ; 
and  superintendent  of  Pitcairn  schools,  Allegheny 
County,  for  three  years.  In  1911  Mr.,  Hodge  was 
elected  trust  officer  of  the  Pittsburgh  Deposit  and 
Title  Company,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
1919  he  was  chosen  cashier  of  the  Grove  City 
State  Bank,  a  position  that  he  continues  to  hold. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Grove 
City  College,  and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Alumni  Association  of  Grove  City  College.  In 
his  political  interests  Mr.  Hodge  is  a  member  of 
the  Republican  party ;  and  he  occupied  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  chairman  of  the  County  Committee  in 
1916-1918.  Mr.  Hodge’s  fraternal  affiliations  are 
with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  as  Past 
Master  of  the  Lodge  at  Sandy  Lake;  Commandery 
No.  1,  Knights  Templar,  of  Pittsburgh;  and  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Grove  City.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club,  being  its  first 
president;  and  the  Grove  City  Country  Club.  His 
religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Addison  Raymond  Hodge  married,  October  31, 
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1894,  Ida  Margaret  Smail,  daughter  of  Maletus 
and  Helen  (Murphy)  Smail;  they  are' the  parents 
of  three  children :  1.  Mont  Hamilton,  assistant 
cashier  of  Grove  City  State  Bank,  born  June  21, 
1896.  2.  Pearl  (Hodge)  McClellan,  born  March 
21,  1898;  supervisor  of  music  in  the  New  Ken¬ 
sington  public  school.  3.  Margaret  Helen,  born 
November  10,  1900,  supervisor  of  music  at  Lynch¬ 
burg  College,  Lynchburg,  Virginia. 


LEWIS  ELMORE  MALLORY,  who  died  at 
his  home  at  No.  184  Congress  Street,  in  Brad¬ 
ford,  December  12,  1922,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight,  was  one  of  the  last  veterans  who  knew  the 
production  of  petroleum  from  the  pioneer  phases 
of  that  industry  in  Western  Pennsylvania. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen,  with  only  a  common  school 
education,  but  with  native  intellect  and  industry 
out  of  the  ordinary,  he  began  his  career,  working 
in  the  Venango  County  oil  district  at  Bull  Run. 
This  was  only  a  short  time  after  Drake  and  his 
associates  had  begun  the  development  of  the 
petroleum  resources  of  America.  From  that  time 
on,  there  was  no  phase  of  the  work  which  escaped 
his  notice,  and  his  accumulated  experience  made 
him  a  master  of  the  oil  and  gas  industry  in  every 
detail.  He  rose  from  the  ranks  of  the  employed, 
becoming  a  prominent  oil  contractor.  At  Bully 
Hill  he  drilled  the  first  well  that  employed  a  five 
and  five-eighths  inch  casing  to  shut  off  fresh 
water.  In  1876  he  located  at  Bradford,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  from  that  time  forward  was  one  of  the 
most  successful  operators  in  the  oil  and  gas  fields 
of  the  East  and  Middle  West.  He  invested  his 
capital  and  resources  in  many  promising  fields. 
He  opened  up  the  Watsonville  Pool  in  McKean 
County,  the  rich  pool  in  Chipmonk,  and  the  second 
sand  on  Nichols  Run  in  Cattaraugus  County, 
New  York;  took  part  in  the  opening  of  the 
Turkey  Mountain  Pool  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  and 
he  also  operated  in  the  Ohio  fields  through  the 
Ohio  Fuel  Supply  Company  and  in  West  Virginia, 
on  Blue  Creek,  in  Kanawha  County,  through  the 
Ohio  Fuel  Oil  Company.  He  was  vice-president 
and  director  of  the  Commercial  National  Bank 
of  Bradford ;  was  president  of  the  Bradford 
Brick  and  Tile  Company;  president  and  director 
of  the  Chemical  Company;  director  of  the  Genesee 
Chemical  Company;  and  director  and  a  member 
of  the  executive  board  of  the  Ohio  Fuel  Supply 
Company  and  the  Ohio  Fuel  Oil  Company.  He 


was  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  L.  E.  Mallory 
&  Sons,  and  the  Nicholas  Run  Oil  Company. 


DUNHAM  BARTON,  active  in  politics  and 
the  business  life  of  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania, 
postmaster  of  Mercer,  and  owner  of  the  Mercer 
“Dispatch  and  Republican,”  was  born  May  26, 
i873- 

His  father  was  D.  L.  Barton,  long  a  prominent 
figure  in  Mercer  County  where  he  was  known  to 
all  men  as  the  manager  of  the  “Dispatch  and 
Republican.”  He  was  connected  with  the  news¬ 
paper  for  fifty  years,  and  his  efforts  did  much  to 
make  it  one  of  the  leading  journals  in  Northwest¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Barton  was  born  in  West 
Carlisle,  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  October  13,  1841, 
a  son  of  Henry  and  Charlotte  (Harris)  Barton. 
He  was  apprenticed  in  the  printing  business  in  1855 
in  the  office  of  the  Coshocton  “Democrat.”  Except 
for  the  years  he  passed  in  the  army  he  followed 
the  newspaper  business  all  his  life.  Mr.  Barton 
was  postmaster  at  Mercer,  Pennsylvania,  for  two 
terms,  serving  under  Presidents  Harrison  and 
Roosevelt.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist, 
joining  the  Fifty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  as 
a  sergeant,  August  4,  1861,  and  served  in  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service,  October  17,  1864,  and  was  a 
member  of  Mercer  Post,  No.  169,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  He  married  Mary  E.  Dunham, 
November  14,  1867,  in  Carbondale,  Illinois. 

Dunham  Barton  attended  the  Mercer  public 
schools  and  the  high  school,  graduating  from  the 
latter  in  1890.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  College  in  1895,  and  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Gas  Engineering  Company  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pennsylvania,  in  1895  and  1896.  He  was 
with  the  Pittsburgh  “Press,”  editorial  department, 
1896  to  1902.  He  has  been  with  the  Mercer 
“Dispatch  and  Republican”  from  1902  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  In  1910,  associated  with  his  father,  he 
organized  and  incorporated  the  Mercer  Dispatch 
Printing  Company.  He  has  been  secretary-treas¬ 
urer  since  its  organization,  and  holds  the  majority 
of  the  stock.  President  Harding  appointed  him 
postmaster  of  Mercer,  August  17,  1921.  In  the 
Spanish-American  War  he  was  second  lieutenant 
of  Company  F,  1 8th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Vol¬ 
unteer  Infantry. 

Mr.  Barton  married,  July  28,  1900,  Anjeannette 
Parkimson  Barbour,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
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Anjeannette  Barbour.  Three  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barton:  David  Barbour,  born 
September  24,  1901 ;  Anjeannette  Hurlbut,  born 
July  3,  1907,  deceased;  and  Joseph  Dunham,  born 
July  7,  1911,  deceased. 


JOHN  WESLEY  GARDINER,  born  at 
Sharpsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  founder  of  a 
splendid  family  of  that  name  in  Venango  County, 
was  a  son  of  Thomas  Gardiner,  a  native  of  the 
North  of  Ireland,  from  whence  he  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  young  manhood,  settling  in  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Prior  to  his  embarking  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business  at  Sharpsburg,  Thomas  Gardiner 
was  a  schoolmaster  in  the  Ligonier  Valley,  West¬ 
moreland  County.  He  was  married  to  Mrs.  Mary 
(Covode)  Stewart,  sister  of  Hon.  John  Covode, 
United  States  Congressman,  who  had  the  following 
children  by  her  first  union:  Dr.  Jacob,  who  died  in 
Moline,  Illinois;  Rachel  (Mrs.  James  Van  Horn)  ; 
and  Ann  (Mrs.  Thomas  Gibson).  Four  children 
were  born  to  her  by  her  marriage  with  Thomas 
Gardiner:  (1  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Draher).  2.  Car¬ 
oline,  Mrs.  Joseph  Paul,  of  Iowa.  3.  John  Wes¬ 
ley,  of  whom  further.  4.  Mary,  who  married  Dr. 
Robert  Graham. 

John  Wesley  Gardiner  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Sharpsburg,  where  he  assisted  his  mother  in  the 
mercantile  business  after  his  father’s  death.  Be¬ 
fore  locating  in  Oil  City,  in  1861,  he  spent  two 
years  in  Ohio.  Upon  his  coming  to  the  oil  region 
he  settled  at  Siverly,  now  the  Tenth  Ward  of  Oil 
City,  and  acted  as  superintendent  of  oil  wells  for 
Louis  Dalzell,  of  Pittsburgh.  In  1863  he  became 
a  member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Reynolds, 
Brodhead  &  Company,  being  so  engaged  for  about 
five  years  until  he  gave  all  his  attention  to  oil 
production,  which  he  followed  exclusively  from 
1868-1876,  when  he  formed  an  association  with 

D.  T.  Borland  in  the  lumber  and  coal  company  in 
which  he  was  connected  with  Mr.  Borland  and 
Charles  H.  Lay,  another  substantial  business  man 
of  Oil  City.  In  1887  he  organized  the  Venango 
Coal  and  Lumber  Company,  in  which,  for  three 
years,  he  was  associated  with  J.  P.  Philp  and  W. 

E.  Perry.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  joined  Jon¬ 
athan  McCollum,  as  McCollum  &  Gardiner,  doing 
an  extensive  business  as  coal  miners  and  operators 
for  two  years,  during  which  time  Mr.  Gardiner 
was  also  largely  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
lumber  and  acted  as  special  agent  for  the  Erie 
City  Iron  Works,  for  which  he  handled  specially 
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the  famous  boiler  and  engine  known  to  the  trade 
as  the  “New  Economic.”  He  then  conducted  a 
lumber  yard  and  engaged  extensively  in  building, 
erecting  thirty  houses  at  Siverly.  In  1906  he  re¬ 
tired,  but  continued  to  hold  valuable  interests  which 
he  managed  till  his  death. 

On  December  25,  1862,  Mr.  Gardiner  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Sarah  Jane  Siverly,  daughter  of  Philip 
Hart  and  Mary  (Elderkin)  Siverly,  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Abram  George  and  Susanna  (Thayer) 
Siverly,  pioneer  residents  of  Venango  County. 
Mrs.  Gardiner  was  fortunate  in  her  inheritance, 
having  come  of  early  Colonial  and  Revolutionary 
families  of  high  intelligence,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  women  of  her  age  in  Venango 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardiner  reared  the  fol¬ 
lowing  family :  1.  Harry  H.,  of  Oil  City,  clerk 
with  the  Oil  Well  Supply  Company,  married  Lulu 
Trax,  and  has  three  children:  Rodney  V.,  Floyd 

F.,  and  Irene.  2.  Maude,  wife  of  Oliver  Edwin 
Reynolds,  of  Oil  City,  a  mechanic  and  decorator, 
whose  children  are :  Dorothy,  Yolande,  Lenore  and 
Emily,  all  of  whom  are  receiving  fine  educational 
advantages.  3.  Grace,  who  took  a  collegiate 
course  at  Ann  Arbor,  was  prepared  for  the  medical 
profession  in  Boston,  where  she  took  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  practiced  first  at  Oil 
City,  later  at  Red  Wing,  Minnesota,  where  she  and 
her  husband,  Dr.  Myron  W.  Smith,  are  prac¬ 
titioners;  their  children  are:  Jean,  Barbara  and 
Winifred.  4.  Florence,  wife  of  Wade  S.  Gulick, 
of  Oil  City;  they  have  two  children:  Lois  and 
Jane.  5.  Donald  Siverly,  now  living  in  Pittsburgh, 
switchboard  inspector  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany.  The  Gardiner  family  have  been  members  of 
good  standing  of  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  since  its  organization. 


PATRICK  EDWARD  BIGGINS,  M.  D.,  an 

active  practitioner  of  medicine  without  distracting 
pursuits,  of  Sharpsville,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in 
Ceres  Township,  McKean  County,  Pennsylvania, 
March  3,  1880.  His  father  was  James  Biggins, 
and  his  mother  Ellen  (Welch)  Biggins.  James 
Biggins,  the  father,  was  a  farmer  and  lumberman, 
and  held  various  offices  in  the  township.  He  was 
a  private  in  Company  C,  2d  Regiment,  United 
States  Sharpshooters,  in  the  Civil  War,  wounded 
in  action  and  permanently  disabled.  He  was 
county  commissioner  of  McKean  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Dr.  Biggins  attended  the  public  schools  of  Ceres 


142 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


Township ;  the  Eldred  High  School,  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Clarion,  Pennsylvania,  being 
graduated  in  1901 ;  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Col¬ 
lege  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1907;  the  Chicago  Polyclinic,  where 
he  did  post-graduate  work,  1913;  and  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo,  where  he  did  post-graduate 
work,  1923.  Dr.  Biggins  worked  on  the  farm  and 
attended  school  up  to  1901 ;  he  taught  school  from 
1901  to  1903;  and  while  attending  college  he 
devoted  his  summers  to  the  lumber  industry.  He 
has  practiced  medicine  since  1907.  Dr.  Biggins 
is  independent  in  politics,  voting  for  the  man  he 
prefers  regardless  of  party  affiliations.  He  has 
had  no  aspiration  fq£  public  office,  although  the 
World  War  found  him  at  the  post  of  duty.  He 
served  as  first  lieutenant  in  the  Medical  Corps, 
United  States  Army,  but  he  was  not  sent  overseas. 
Dr.  Biggins  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  the  Mercer  County  Medical  Society,  the 
State  Medical  Society,  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  the  Congress  of  Internal  Medi¬ 
cine.  He  is  president  of  the  Mercer  County 
Medical  Society  and  was  its  secretary  for  three 
years.  He  is  a  member  pf  the  American  Legion 
and  the  National  Rifle  Association.  His  religious 
faith  is  Roman  Catholic.  The  office  address  of 
Dr.  Biggins  is  No.  50  West  Main  Street,  Sharps- 
ville;  his  home  address  is  No.  526  Walnut  Street, 
Sharpsville. 

Dr.  Biggins  married,  in  Smethport,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  June  23,  1908,  Frances  A.  Campbell,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  Margaret  (Lynch) 
Campbell.  They  are  the  parents  of  eight  children : 
James  Andrew,  bom  April  13,  1909;  Patricia 
Agnes,  born  January  21,  1911;  Elizabeth,  born 
August  24,  1912;  John,  born  July  20,  1914;  Ed¬ 
ward,  born  November  11,  1916;  Mary  Elinor,  born 
November  17,  1918;  Francis,  born  February  1, 
1921;  Joseph,  born  August  14,  1922. 


JOSEPH  RIESENMAN,  SR.,  head  of  the 
Riesenman  Manufacturing  Company,  entered  the 
field  of  paint  manufacture  after  a  long  experience 
in  that  of  pharmacy.  Franklin  has  been  his  home 
and  the  scene  of  his  business  activities  since  1873, 
and  he  has  won  a  substantial  place  in  community 
life. 

Mr.  Riesenman  is  a  son  of  John  M.  Riesenman, 
a  merchant,  and  Dorothy  (Kohler)  Riesenmen, 


both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany.  He  was 
born  March  17,  1855,  in  Butler,  where  he  attended 
and  graduated  from  the  public  and  parochial 
schools.  He  learned  pharmacy  with  Dr.  J.  C. 
Redick,  of  Butler,  through  the  old  method,  work¬ 
ing  at  its  various  branches  until  the  calling  was 
mastered  and  experience  gained.  In  1871  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Petroleum  Center,  where  he  was  given 
the  management  of  a  store  owned  by  Dr.  Louis  H. 
Christie;  and  removing  to  Franklin  in  1873,  he 
consolidated  with  the  James  H.  Christie  store,  at 
No.  1266  Liberty  Street,  purchasing  an  interest  in 
the  establishment.  In  1874  he  bought  out  his  part¬ 
ners,  and  continued  until  1908,  when  he  turned 
his  attention  to  paint  manufacturing.  In  1895, 
with  a  number  of  others,  he  organized  the  Riesen¬ 
man  Manufacturing  Company.  In  1902  Mr. 
Riesenmen  acquired  sole  control  by  purchase  of 
his  associates’  interests,  and  continues  at  the  head 
of  the  organization  to  the  present.  The  company 
produces  paint  specialties  for  the  steel  and  iron 
trade,  oil  and  gas  companies,  as  well  as  a  general 
line  of  paints.  He  is  also  vice-president  of  the 
Seep  &  Riesenman  Realty  Company.  His  political 
associations  are  with  the  Republican  Party. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Riesenman  is  affiliated  with 
Duquesne  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus,  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks  in  Franklin;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Franklin  Club,  and  of  the  Catholic  Club,  of  New 
York  City.  He  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Patrick’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  of  Franklin. 

Joseph  Riesenman,  Sr.,  married,  May  2,  1876, 
in  Franklin,  Cecelia  Reese,  daughter  of  William 
H.  and  Bridget  Cecelia  (Clark)  Reese,  who  was 
born  in  Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riesenman  are  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  are  mar¬ 
ried :  1.  Joseph,  Jr.,  married  Augusta  Abel,  and 

their  children  are :  Joseph,  3rd,  Regis,  Augusta 
Mary,  Robert,  who  died  in  1918,  Cecelia,  and 
Martin.  2.  Florence  Dorothea,  who  married  L.  T. 
Seyfried.  3.  Emma,  who  married  Charles  M. 
Reich,  and  they  have  children:  Joseph,  Francis, 
Mary,  and  Jack.  4.  Mary,  who  married  Philip 
Eichenlaut.  5.  Martin  W.,  who  married  Leila 
Toy;  he  died  July  16,  1923.  6.  John  L.  7.  Victor, 
who  died  August  11,  1918;  he  married  Anna 
Stubler,  and  they  had  children :  Gertrude  and 
Mary.  8.  Kathleen.  9.  St.  Clair,  who  married 
Harriet  Vance,  and  they  have  children :  John 
Frederick  and  Elizabeth.  10.  Cecelia,  who  married 
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William  T.  Moran,  and  they  have  children :  Rita 
and  Jean.  11.  Paul,  who  married  Tethel  Heffern, 
and  they  have  a  daughter,  Dorothy.  12.  Josephine. 


DAVID  BLAIR — In  his  constructive  identi¬ 
fication  with  many  phases  of  business  and  social 
life  in  Pennsylvania,  particularly  in  the  town  of 
Indiana,  where  he  resides,  David  Blair  continues 
the  traditions  of  leadership  long  upheld  by  his 
family.  He  is  descended  from  the  liberty-loving 
and  God-fearing  Scotch-Ir-ish  Presbyterians  living 
in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The  first  of  the  name  to 
immigrate  to  America  was  Hugh  Blair,  born  about 
1741,  and  died  January  5,  1837,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-six.  In  1802  he  came  to  America  and  set¬ 
tled  first  in  Ohio,  but  soon  moved  to  Hartstown, 
Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  four  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  married 

Jane  - ,  who  died  Mach  10,  1835,  at  the  age 

of  ninety.  One  of  their  eleven  children  was  the 
Rev.  David  Blair,  born  in  November,  1786,  in  the 
parish  of  Donagan,  Antrim,  Ireland.  He  fitted 
himself  for  college  under  the  tutelage  of  Rev. 
McLeon  and  entered  Jefferson  College  in  1810. 
When  ill  health  prevented  his  continuing  there,  he 
rested  for  a  while,  then  spent  the  required  four 
sessions  at  Dr.  Anderson’s  Theological  Seminary, 
the  oldest  in  America.  In  October,  1818,  he  was 
ordained  in  the  ministry  of  the  Associate  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  and  installed  as  pastor  of  the  United 
congregations  of  Indiana,  Crooked  Creek  and 
Conemaugh.  His  half-century  of  labor  resulted 
in  so  great  an  increase  in  the  membership  of  his 
congregations  that  twenty  grew  out  of  the  original 
three.  Rev.  David  Blair  married,  in  1821,  Mar¬ 
garet  Steele,  of  Huntingdon,  who  died  April  6, 
1865.  Among  their  children  was  John  P.  Blair, 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  record  and  a  notable 
man  in  Pennsylvania  public  affairs. 

Hon.  John  P.  Blair  was  bom  in  1833,  and  died 
on  January  19,  1913.  He  graduated  from  Wash¬ 
ington  College  and  read  law  with  his  brother, 
Hon.  Samuel  S.  Blair,  being  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1856.  Three  years  afterward  he  was  elected 
district  attorney  of  Lawrence  County,  and  after 
the  Civil  War  returned  to  practice  his  profession 
in  Indiana  County,  where  he  acquired  a  large  and 
important  clientele.  In  1874  he  was  elected 
President  Judge  of  the  Fortieth  Judicial  District, 
over  which  he  presided  with  dignity  and  ability 
until  the  end  of  his  term,  January  1,  1885.  There¬ 


after  he  continued  his  practice,  and  was  stock¬ 
holder,  director,  solicitor,  and  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Indiana.  His  Civil  War 
record  was  distinguished:  he  served  as  a  private 
and  as  a  first  lieutenant,  captain,  and  judge  advo¬ 
cate,  in  which  judicial  office  he  rendered  a  distinct 
service,  laying  the  foundation  for  his  later  prom¬ 
inence  as  a  jurist;  being  twice  wounded,  at  Fort 
Sumter  and  Bull  Run,  and  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  because  of  long  prostration  by  fever  in 
the  Vicksburg  Campaign,  May  31,  1864.  Judge 
Blair  married,  on  February  14,  1866,  Elizabeth 
Sutton,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Sutton,  of 
Indiana,  and  their  children  were :  Margaret  S., 
James  S.,  and  David,  of  f«rtber  mention. 

David  Blair  was  born  April  25,  1872,  in  Indiana 
County,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  educated  in  the 
local  public  schools,  in  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Indiana,  at  Princeton  University,  where  he  did 
not  complete  the  course,  and  at  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  from  which  he  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1895,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  After  studying  law  in  his  father’s  office, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1907.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  began  to  practice  his  profession  in  association 
with  his  father,  under  *he  title  of  Blair  &  Blair. 
After  his  father’s  death  he  continued  general  law 
practice  under  his  own  name.  At  the  same  time 
Mr.  Blair  is  prominent  in  business  circles  as  an 
executive  of  many  important  enterprises.  He  is 
president  of  the  Blair  Railroad,  also  president  of 
the  Blair  Coal  Company,  treasurer  of  the  Blair 
Lumber  Company,  director  of  the  Indiana  Creek 
Lumber  Company,  and  secretary  of  the  Indiana 
County  Agricultural  Fair  Association. 

Mr.  Blair  is  a  Republican  in  political  faith  and 
a  communicant  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
on  whose  board  of  trustees  he  is  a  member.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Kappa  Psi  Fraternity  and 
several  clubs,  including  the  Princeton  Club  of 
New  York  and  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Cosmopolitan 
Club  of  Indiana,  and  the  Country  Club  of  Indiana, 
and  the  W.  &  J.  Gridiron  Club  of  Washington, 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  likewise  enrolled  in  the 
Indiana  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  in  various 
other  organizations.  During  the  Spanish-Ameri- 
can  War  he  was  captain  of  Company  B,  21st  Regi¬ 
ment,  N.  G.  P.  During  the  World  War,  Mr. 
Blair  was  called  on  for  committee  service  in  prac¬ 
tically  every  drive  or  campaign  and  always 
answered  the  call  with  his  energy,  time  and  money. 
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David  Blair  married,  in  1901,  Helen  Torrence, 
of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  M. 
and  Ida  J.  (Hildebrand)  Torrence.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Blair  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  David, 
Jr.,  graduated  from  Pennsylvania  Military  School; 
Katharine  Torrence,  graduated  from  Dobbs  Ferry 
School  and  from  the  Friends  School  in  New 
York;  John  P.,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Indiana  High 
School  and  now  entering  upon  the  first  year  of 
his  collegiate  course. 


RALPH  A.  HARRISON,  who  has  been  a 
leader  of  Boy  Scouts  since  the  beginning  almost  of 
that  widespread  organization,  is  an  active  officer 
of  the  Scouts,  with  headquarters  at  Indiana,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  was  born  October  26,  1897,  in 
Luzerne  County,  the  son  of  John  and  Harriet 
(Brader)  Harrison,  both  of  Wilkes-Barre.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  school  and  also  attended 
the  Harry  Hillman  Academy;  and  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1918.  He 
had  chosen  teaching  for  a  profession,  and  he 
taught  school  in  various  places  with  success. 
Finally,  he  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the 
Clymer  High  School,  a  post  he  resigned  in  1923 
to  become  secretary  of  the  Boy  Scout  organiza¬ 
tion  of  Indiana  County,  with  headquarters  in 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  which  he  occupies  at  the 
present  time.  The  Boy  Scout  Council  of  Indiana 
County  was  founded  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Gearhart,  now 
of  Erie,  in  1920,  with  an  enrollment  of  forty-five 
members.  Its  first  meeting  place  was  in  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  Building. 
Interest  grew  in  the  work,  and  scout  troops  sprang 
into  being  throughout  the  county.  The  extent  of 
the  movement  may  be  inferred  from  the  figures 
prepared  by  Mr.  Harrison  as  secretary.  The 
number  of  Tecruits  at  the  present  time  (December, 
1925)  is  1,002.  For  the  last  two  months  of  the 
summer  they  maintained  a  camp  at  Cherry  Tree. 
The  ten  men  who  have  been  the  leaders  in  the 
Boy  Scout  activities  in  the  county  are:  Dr.  E. 
M.  Gearhart,  John  J.  Daub,  Rev.  J.  Norman 
Hunter,  Vernon  F.  Taylor,  Ray  E.  Krape,  Oliver 
Crawford,  J.  Cloid  Rinn,  A.  J.  Musser,  Hugh 
M.  Bell,  Louis  Handler,  and  the  Hon.  J.  Elder 
Peelor.  Mr.  Harrison  has  been  present  at  all 
regional  and  national  executive  conferences  since 
taking  office.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  In 
the  World  War  he  was  assigned  to  a  student  train¬ 


ing  camp.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Malta,  the  Junior  Order  United  American  Me¬ 
chanics,  and  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  married,  in  1920,  to  Bertha 
M.  Stuchell,  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of 
William  and  Emma  Stuchell.  They  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Albert  Francis  Harrison,  born  December 
19,  1921.  Mr.  Harrison’s  business  address  is  cor¬ 
ner  of  Sixth  and  Water  streets;  his  house  address 
is  No.  444  South  Sixth  Street,  Indiana,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 


GEORGE  H.  BOYD — Early  in  his  life  Mr. 
Boyd  became  connected  with  the  Ingot  Mould 
business,  for  the  manufacture  of  ingot  moulds, 
later  forming  the  Valley  Mould  and  Iron  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  he  became  the  president.  This 
became  the  largest  concern  of  its  kind  in  the 
world. 

Mr.  Boyd’s  paternal  ancestor,  John  Boyd,  came 
to  America  from  Kilmarnock,  Scotland,  in  1745, 
and  finally  settled  in  Albany,  New  York.  On  his 
mother’s  side  he  is  descended  from  Governor  Wil¬ 
liam  Bradford,  of  the  New  Plymouth  Colony,  in 
Massachusetts,  second  of  the  Pilgrim  Governors. 
He  is  a  son  of  Edward  H.  and  Jane  (Bradford) 
Boyd.  Edward  H.  Boyd  was  a  native  of  Troy, 
New  York,  a  gentleman  farmer,  who  throughout 
his  life  owned  and  operated  vineyards  on  the  shores 
of  Lake  Erie. 

George  H.  Boyd  was  born  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  May 
29,  1857,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools 
until  twelve  years  of  age,  afterwards  entered 
preparatory  school  and  Wooster  College,  Ohio. 
He  continued  as  president  and  manager  of  the 
Valley  Mould  and  Iron  Company  until  he  retired 
in  1917,  with  the  exception  of  his!  retention  of  the 
chairmanship  of  the  board  of  directors  of  this 
company.  His  political  convictions  are  those  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  clubs  in 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  New  York  City,  and  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

George  H.  Boyd  married,  in  October,  1889,  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  Ida  (Wood)  Boyd,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  a  son,  Lieutenant  Edward  H.,  a 
biography  of  whom  follows. 


LIEUTENANT  EDWARD  H.  BOYD— The 

opportunities  of  a  life  of  much  promise  in  the 
iron  industry  were  at  hand  for  Lieutenant  Edward 
H.  Boyd,  who,  during  his  activities  as  an  official 
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with  the  Valley  Mould  and  Iron  Company,  at 
Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  displayed  abilities  that  fore¬ 
told  a  career  of  success  and  leadership.  He  had 
entered  with  enthusiasm  upon  his  chosen  field,  and 
in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  his  office  he 
had  displayed  talents  beyond  the  ordinary  that 
augured  for  further  attainment.  A  veteran  of  the 
World  War,  both  his  patriotism  and  his  popularity 
made  him  a  favorite  and  one  whose  friendship 
was  ought  and  highly  esteemed.  He  was  the  son 
of  George  H.  and  Ida  (Wood)  Boyd  (see  preced¬ 
ing  biography). 

Edward  H.  Boyd  was  born  in  1890,  in  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio.  He  attended  St.  Paul’s,  a  prepara¬ 
tory  school  at  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  and 
afterwards  Princeton  University.  He  then  en¬ 
tered  upon  his  business  career  as  assistant  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Valley  Mould  and  Iron  Company, 
at  Sharon,  so  continuing  to  the  time  of  his  en¬ 
listment  in  the  world  War.  He  was  deeply  inter¬ 
ested  in  athletics  while  at  school,  particularly  in 
football  and  hockey,  and  won  repute  therein  both 
at  St.  Paul’s  and  Princeton.  On  enlisting  he 
was  assigned  to  the  Ordnance  Department  of  the 
United  States  Army,  and  continued  until  after  the 
war;  he  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant.  He 
was  a  member  of  various  clubs,  both  in  college  and 
at  Sharon  and  Pittsburgh. 

He  was  married,  in  1917,  to  Annie  Ker,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  P.  Ker. 

Lieutenant  Edward  H.  Boyd  died  of  pneumonia, 
November  8,  1922,  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 


LYNN  HOLBROOK— The  name  of  Hol¬ 
brook  has  been  favorably  known  in  America  for 
many  generations,  its  first  appearance  being  at 
Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  as  early  as  1640,  when 
Thomas  Holbrook  settled  in  that  part  of  Wey¬ 
mouth  called  “Old  Spain.”  But  prior  to  that 
time,  the  name  was  ancient  and  distinguished  in 
Great  Britain,  from  whence  the  American  pro¬ 
genitor  came.  Records  disclose  the  fact  that  from 
the  very  early  periods  in  the  settlement  of  the 
American  colonies  to  the  present  day,  the  Hol¬ 
brooks  have  been  identified  with  progress  along 
all  lines  of  human  endeavor. 

The  Oil  City  branch,  of  which  Lynn  Holbrook 
is  a  member,  first  located  in  Pennsylvania,  when 
in  1889,  his  father,  Charles  Melanchthon  Holbrook, 
removed  to  that  place  from  Kennedy,  Chautauqua 
County,  New  York,  when  Mr.  Holbrook  was  but 


five  years  of  age.  Receiving  a  thorough  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  Oil  City  High  School,  and  applying 
himself  well,  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen  he 
became  associated  with  The  National  Transit 
Pump  and  Machine  Company,  of  which  his  father 
has  been  purchasing  agent  for  thirty-six  years  and 
more,  and  Mr.  Holbrook,  himself,  has  been  his 
assistant  for  a  long  time.  During  the  World  War 
this  splendid  plant  turned  over  its  complete  equip¬ 
ment  to  war  work,  which  manufactured  pumps 
of  all  sizes  and  powers,  for  the  small  gas-driven 
engine,  gas  pumping  unit,  built  to  take  care  of  the 
little  gas  production,  to  the  last  call  in  economical 
oil  pumping. 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Holbrook,  who  was  Loretta 
Whitford  before  her  marriage,  also  belongs  to  a 
family  of  high  esteem,  and  evinces  many  of  the 
fine  qualities  of  the  noble  race  from  which  she 
sprang.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Holbrook  is  a  thirty-sec¬ 
ond  degree  Mason  and  a  Knight  Templar;  and  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Acacia  Club. 

At  Titusville,  December  31,  1908,  Mr.  Holbrook 
was  married  to  Mabel  Grace  Bradley,  a  young  lady 
of  accomplishments,  whose  parents,  John  Stephen 
and  Frances  Isabelle  (Lawrence)  Bradley,  be¬ 
longed  to  fine  old  families  of  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Mr.  Bradley  was  an  early  settler  in 
Titusville,  and  it  was  he  who  first  tried  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  attaching  two  or  more  wells  to  the  one 
engine  in  pumping,  which  is  now  so  universally 
in  use.  Mrs.  Holbrook  possesses  many  fine  gifts, 
is  a  member  of  the  Belles  Lettres  and  Tuesday 
Musical  clubs.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holbrook  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter : 
Marion  Frances,  born  March  15,  1910,  a  musical 
and  high  school  student ;  and  Lynn  Bradley,  born 
July  16,  1916.  The  Holbrook  family  are  active 
members  of  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


SAMUEL  C.  STEELE — Thanks  to  the  energy 
and  masterful  ability  of  one  man,  the  village  of 
Homer  City,  Pennsylvania,  possesses  a  bank  which 
challenges  comparison  with  the  banks  of  many 
larger  villages  and  cities  in  the  neighboring  dis¬ 
trict  of  Pennsylvania.  This  man  of  energy  and 
foresight  is  Samuel  C.  Steele,  born  May  7,  1879, 
in  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania.  His 
father,  Samuel  A.  McLeod  Steele,  was  a  farmer; 
his  mother  was  Sarah  J.  (Cannon)  Steele,  both 
parents  being  natives  of  Westmoreland  County. 

Samuel  C.  Steele  attended  the  public  school  and 
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did  special  work  in  the  courses  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Correspondence  School,  and  Iron  City  Col¬ 
lege.  He  adopted  banking  for  a  career  and  began 
his  active  experience  in  the  banking  world  as 
cashier  of  the  Madera  National  Bank  in  1904.  In 
1907  he  came  to  Homer  City  and  organized  and 
founded  the  Homer  City  National  Bank,  becom¬ 
ing  its  cashier,  an  office  he  has  held  ever  since 
that  time.  The  amazing  development  and  growth 
of  this  bank  have  been  in  large  measure  due  to 
his  efficient  and  modern  business  methods.  This 
advance  has  been  shared  by  the  entire  town,  thanks 
also  to  the  energy  and  ability  of  Samuel  C.  Steele. 
When  Mr.  Steele  came  to  Homer  City  there  were 
no  paved  streets,  electric  lights  or  sewers.  He 
was  elected  president  of  the  Council ;  and  held  the 
office  for  ten  years,  a  period  which  enabled  him  to 
obtain  all  these  advantages  for  the  village.  He  has 
been  at  the  head  of  many  organizations,  and  was 
a  leader  in  the  Liberty  Loan  campaigns  and  the 
World  War,  in  which  he  disclosed  a  gift  for  ef¬ 
fective  and  forceful  public  speaking. 

The  Homer  City  National  Bank  at  the  close  of 
business  on  December  31,  1923,  showed  resources 
of  $1,235,809.69,  with  investments  of  $375,950.45; 
loans  of  $698,196.53;  five  per  cent,  funds,  $2,500; 
banking  house,  $32,000;  cash  and  due  from  banks, 
$119,747.01.  The  liabilities  were:  Capital,  $50,000; 
surplus,  $50,000;  undivided  profits,  $42,965.35;  cir¬ 
culation,  $50,000;  dividends  unpaid,  $2,024;  reserve 
for  interest,  $5,424.58;  bills  payable,  $33,750;  de¬ 
posits,  $1,001,645.76.  The  officers  of  the  bank  are: 
President,  T.  J.  Brandon;  vice-president,  F.  F. 
Moore ;  cashier,  S.  C.  Steele ;  asistant  cashier, 
George  L.  Douglass;  directors:  Joe  J.  Campbell, 
E.  E.  Hewitt;  S.  C.  Steele;  Dr.  F.  F.  Moore; 
Harry  Flickinger;  T.  J.  Brandon;  E.  J.  Miller; 
H.  J.  Meehan;  Lafayette  Tuck;  F.  M.  Graff. 

Mr.  Steele  is  a  Republican  in  politics;  a  member 
of  Blenholge  Lodge,  No.  313,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club;  and  a 
member  of  the  session  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Steele  was  married,  in  1906,  to  Margaret 
Guthrie,  of  Westmoreland  County,  daughter  of 
Doty  and  Hannah  (Peoples)  Guthrie.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Steele  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
children  :  Samuel  Guthrie ;  Robert  C. ;  and  John  P. 

JAMES  HOMER  McCLELLAND,  M.  D.— 

The  excellent  medical  traditions  and  usages  of 


Mercer  County  are  notably  well  maintained  in 
the  practice  of  Dr.  McClelland,  whose  offices  have 
long  been  established  at  Grove  City,  and  whose 
professional  repute  is  of  the  highest  type  in  a 
field  wherein  he  has  established  proof  of  his 
capabilities  and  skill.  A  physician  and  surgeon, 
Dr.  McClelland  is  an  influential  member  of  his 
community  and  he  possesses  a  deep  interest  in  its 
welfare  and  progress.  He  is  the  son  of  Rev. 
James  Brown  McClelland,  D.  D.,  clergyman  and 
college  professor,  and  Melissa  (Montgomery) 
McClelland. 

James  Homer  McClelland  was  born  April  10, 
1884,  in  Grove  City,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools.  He  graduated  at  Grove  City  College  with 
his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1905,  and  after¬ 
wards  prepared  for  his  profession  in  the  medical 
school  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1906- 
1907,  finishing  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
where  he  spent  the  years  1907-1910,  receiving  his 
medical  degree.  Dr.  McClelland  began  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine  at  Argentine,  Butler  County, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  continued  from  1912  to 
1916,  when  he  removed  to  Grove  City,  where  his 
offices  are  now  established.  In  political  matters 
he  is  a  Republican.  In  1917-1918,  Dr.  McClelland 
was  a  contract  surgeon  in  the  United  States  Army. 
His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  and  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias ; 
and  he  is-  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  As¬ 
sociation  and  the  State  and  County  Medical  so¬ 
cieties  ;  the  Commercial  Club  and  the  Country 
Club.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  James  Homer  McClelland  married,  August 
27,  1913,  Edna  Frances  Kinter,  daughter  of  Rob¬ 
ert  John  and  Cynthia  (Frantz)  Kinter;  they  are 
the  parents  of  three  children:  James  Homer,  Jr., 
born  June  30,  1914;  Robert  Kinter,  born  February 
20,  1919;  David  Frantz,  born  April  19,  1923. 


WARD  McCULLOUGH — A  successful  law¬ 
yer  in  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  burgess 
of  the  borough  since  1921,  is  Ward  McCullough, 
born  May  12,  1892,  in  Kittanning.  His  father 
was  Reuben  A.  McCullough,  of  Kittanning,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  a  noted  and  distinguished  lawyer,  and  one 
of  the  leaders  in  the  life  of  Kittanning  in  his 
day,  and  an  important  factor  in  its  affairs.  He 
married  Sue  E.  Hester,  of  Clarion  County,  who 
died  in  1896,  while  he  survived  until  1916,  Ward 
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McCullough  attended  the  public  and  high  schools 
of  Kittanning,  and  read  law  in  the  office  of  his 
father,  being  admitted  to  practice  in  1915.  He 
began  practice  in  association  with  his  father  at 
Kittanning,  and  continued  until  his  father’s  death. 
Since  that  time  he  has  carried  on  a  general  law 
practice  in  all  courts.  He  was  borough  solicitor 
from  1916  to  1921,  and  since  1921  he  has  been  bur¬ 
gess,  succeeding  John  Rohrer  in  the  office. 

Mr.  McCullough  is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Unittd  States  service  in  1917  for 
the  World  War,  joining  the  First  Signal  Corps, 
National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania;  afterwards,  the 
103d  Field  Signal  Corps,  28th  Division,  United 
States  Army ;  and  saw  service  overseas,  finally 
holding  the  rank  of  sergeant.  His  service  covered 
the  years  1917  to  19x9.  Mr.  McCullough  is  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Orient  Chapter,  No.  247,  Royal  Arch 
Masons ;  Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No.  1,  Knights 
Templar;  the  Knights  of  Pythias;  and  the  Benevo- 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  was  the 
first  president  of  the  Kiwanis  Club.  He  belongs 
to  the  American  Legion,  and  has  been  a  delegate 
to  many  of  its  State  and  National  conventions. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


OLIVIA  FISHER— During  the  World  War 
no  name  carried  with  it  more  weight  in  Red  Cross 
activities  in  Venango  than  that  of  Miss  Olivia 
Fisher,  of  Oil  City;  and,  what  Dorothy  Dix  was 
to  the  Federal  Government  during  the  Civil  War 
Miss  Fisher  was  to  her  section  of  Pennsylvania 
during  the  great  conflict  of  nations.  Because  her 
name  is  indelibly  written  on  the  hearts  of  thou¬ 
sands,  as  well  as  on  the  annals  of  her  Common¬ 
wealth,  it  may  be  thought  by  some  that  it  came 
about  because  of  the  standing  of  her  father,  Daniel 
Fisher,  who  has  been  recognized  as  one  of  the 
successful  oil  producers  of  Pennsylvania.  But 
Miss  Fisher’s  life  fully  demonstrates  that 

There  is  but  one  element  in  luck 

And  that  is  genuine,  solid,  old  Teutonic  pluck. 

Born  in  Oil  City,  March  5,  1870,  she  became  a 
student  in  the  local  high  school,  after  which  she 
completed  a  course  in  the  Pennsylvania  College  for 
Women  in  the  class  of  ’89,  and  later  at  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Hospital  in  Philadelphia  in  1894. 

Although  in  a  position  to  take  life  easy,  her 
altruistic  nature  led  her  to  deny  herself  and  live 


for  others.  For  a  number  of  years  she  followed 
her  profession  and  served  as  superintendent  of  the 
Oil  City  Hospital.  During  the  Spanish-American 
War  she  was  one  of  eight  nurses  called  to  Fort 
McPherson,  and  did  valiant  service  for  her  country. 
Two  years  after  she  was  made  chairman  of  the 
Oil  City  Chapter  of  the  Red  Cross,  where  she  be¬ 
came  known  far  and  near  through  her  splendid 
leadership,  especially  during  the  World  War  when 
Oil  City  became  the  center  of  activities.  During 
the  “flu”  epidemic  of  1918,  in  Oil  City,  she  was 
called  from  Philadelphia,  where  her  work  had 
called  her,  td  her  home  city,  where  she  established 
an  emergency  hospital.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
she  continued  her  work  for  others  for  some  time 
by  teaching  home  hygienics  and  nursing.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  Red  Cross  flag  was  presented  to  the  local 
chapter  in  honor  of  her  service. 

No  doubt  much  of  her  patriotism  has  come  both 
by  inheritance  and  environment,  as  her  father 
served  throughout  the  Civil  War  as  a  member 
of  the  15th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  he  has  been 
a  loyal  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic  for  many  years.  Her  mother,  who  was 
Josephine  Thompson,  married,  October  26,  1866, 
also  came  of  a  patriotic  family  whose  forefathers 
assisted  in  the  formation  of  our  republic.  Be¬ 
sides  Olivia,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  had  another 
daughter,  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Presly  Owens 
Naly,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  one  son,  Herbert  Haines, 
who  married  Grace  McClintock. 


MAJOR  JOHN  MURRAY  REED,  a  name 
well  known  and  highly  respected  in  social,  finan¬ 
cial,  and  religious  circles  in  Venango  County,  was 
bom  in  Mansfield,  Ohio,  November  9,  1855.  When 
but  a  child  he  removed  to  Oil  City  with  his  parents, 
the  late  James  Glenn  Reed  and  his  wife,  Jane 
(Strain)  Reed,  people  of  great  worth,  whose 
families  were  early  residents  of  Pennsylvania  and 
had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  Revolutionary  con¬ 
flict.  His  father,  who  was  a  successful  oil  pro¬ 
ducer,  was  a  grandson  of  John  Reed,  a  member  of 
the  Colonial  Army  in  Washington  County,  whose 
forefathers  had  assisted  in  establishing  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  faith  in  Scotland.  Like  them,  James 
Glenn  Reed  was  ever  faithful  to  his  religious  con¬ 
victions,  and  not  long  after  locating  in  what  is 
now  Oil  City,  he,  in  1863,  with  other  adher¬ 
ents  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  ap¬ 
pealed  to  Lake  Presbytery  for  the  estab- 
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lishment  of  services  at  that  place.  Faithful 
to  his  duties  as  a  father  as  well  as  a  financier, 
he  was  richly  rewarded  in  having  his  family  re¬ 
main  by  his  convictions,  who,  at  this  time,  are 
loyal  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Major  Reed  has  also  been  a  successful  financier. 
After  receiving  a  suitable  education,  his  first 
venture  was  with  the  Wholesale  Coal  Company, 
where  he  was  employed  from  1872  to  1879,  when 
he  entered  the  Oil  City  Exchange.  In  1888  he 
formed  a  business  partnership  with  George  H. 
Cornwall  which  still  exists  in  the  New  York  Stock 
Exchange,  and  as  a  business  man,  he  has  been  one 
of  the  most  progressive  spirits  in  the  city,  though 
no  less  so  in  his  public  associations,  and  is  a  direc¬ 
tor  in  the  Manufacturers’  Light  and  Heat  Corpora¬ 
tion  In  1877  Major  Reed  identified  himself  with 
the  National  Guard.  In  1898  he  entered  the  Span- 
ish-American  War  through  which  he  served  with 
the  rank  of  major  in  16th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  was  recommended  for  distinguished 
gallantry  in  the  Porto  Rico  campaign  by  Briga¬ 
dier-General  Willis  J.  Huling.  From  1899-1902 
he  served  as  a  Republican  mayor  of  the  city. 
Being  public-spirited  he  has  ever  cooperated  in 
making  the  local  social  organizations  a  success,  be¬ 
ing  prominent  in  the  Ivy  Club,  Venango  Club,  Wa- 
nango  Club  and  Oil  City  Boat  Club,  as  well  as 
being  a  member  of  the  Naval  and  Military  Order, 
Spanish-American  War. 

On  May  14,  1884,  Major  Reed  was  married  to 
Estella  Margaret  McConnell,  a  descendant  of  old 
Pennsylvania  stock.  Her  great-grandfather,  John 
Moore,  was  a  Revolutionary  patriot.  She  is  also 
related  to  the  Hindman  and  Ray  families  of  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Reed,  who  was  born  in 
Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1862,  has  been 
considered  one  of  the  valued  members  of  Oil 
City’s  choicest  women.  Besides  her  church  activi¬ 
ties  she  is  a  member  of  the  Wednesday  Morning 
Club.  Four  children  were  born  to  Major  and 
Mrs.  Reed :  1.  Charles  Cornwall,  a  splendid  busi¬ 
ness  man  of  Clarksburg,  West  Virginia,  who 
was  married  to  Lucy  Oliphant  McClure.  2.  A 
child,  died  in  infancy.  3.  John  Murray,  who  was 
educated  in  the  Oil  City  schools  and  then  grad¬ 
uated  from  St.  John’s  Military  Academy,  at  Man¬ 
lius,  New  York;  died  June  17,  1911,  in  Oil  City. 
4.  Margaret,  who  married  James  Renwick  Sloane, 
and  resides  in  Oil  City. 


HON.  CLEVELAND  YOUNGBLOOD 
DONNELL  was  born  near  Hartstown,  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  June  24,  1873,  son  of  Alexander 
Dumars  and  Melissa  (Smock)  Donnell.  His 
father  was  of  Irish  and  early  American  extrac¬ 
tion,  his  mother  of  Holland  and  Quaker  lineage. 

Mr.  Donnell  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s 
farm,  where  he  received  a  preparation,  physically 
and  mentally,  for  the  arduous  duties  of  subse¬ 
quent  life,  which  proved  of  untold  value  to  him. 
He  received  his  higher  education  at  the  Fredonia 
Seminary  and  Edinboro  State  Normal,  in  addition 
to  a  course  in  Welche’s  Business  College  in  Oil 
City.  After  a  number  of  years  as  teacher  in 
the  public  schools,  Mr.  Donnell  became  a  carpen¬ 
ter,  which  served  as  a  preparation  to  his  becoming 
a  general  contractor,  a  work  in  which  he  has 
been  most  successful. 

During  the  Spanish-American  War  he  volun¬ 
teered  for  service  and  was  accepted  in  the  West 
Virginia  Militia  just  before  the  war  closed,  con¬ 
sequently  he  saw  no  real  service,  much  to  his 
regret,  as  his  inheritance  was  one  of  patriotism. 

At  the  November  election,  1924,  Mr.  Donnell 
was  elected  a  representative  to  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  from  Venango  County  by  the  support  of 
all  political  parties.  He  was  also  nominated  at 
the  primaries  by  every  party,  a  compliment  rarely 
received  by  a  candidate  in  so  large  a  county.  In  the 
Legislature  he  served  his  constituents  with  accept¬ 
ability. 

At  Emporium,  August  8,  1900,  Mr.  Donnell  was 
married  to  Eunice  Spence,  daughter  of  William 
and  Rebecca  (McAtee)  Spence,  whose  education 
and  keen  intellect  have  well  fitted  her  for  the  po¬ 
sition  into  which  her  husband’s  work  has  called 
her.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donnell  have  one  daughter, 
Eunice  Isabel,  born  November  7,  1916,  who  is 
being  carefully  trained  and  educated. 


HOWARD  HINDMAN  LOWRIE— The 

name  of  Lowrie  is  one  that  is  favorably  known 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land, 
and  has  had  many  strong-minded  and  intellectual 
sons  and  daughters,  both  in  Scotland  and  America, 
who  have  added  distinction  and  luster  to  it  in  church 
and  State,  but  none  of  whom  have  had  a  more 
honorable  record  than  the  family  of  John  Lowrie, 
an  early  settler  of  Venango  County,  of  whom 
Howard  Hindman  Lowrie,  of  Oil  City,  is  a  lineal 
descendant. 
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John  Lowrie,  the  pioneer,  was  a  native  of  Scot¬ 
land,  having  been  a  banker  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh 
for  many  years,  where  all  his  children  were  born 
prior  to  his  emigrating  to  the  United  States  in 
1792.  After  a  few  years’  residence  in  Hunting¬ 
don  County,  Pennsylvania,  he  removed  farther 
west  in  the  same  State,  making  a  permanent  settle¬ 
ment  on  the  borders  of  what  are  now  Venango 
and  Butler  counties.  The  Lowries  were  deeply 
religious  and  intensely  Presbyterian,  having  been 
important  factors  in  establishing  organizations  of 
that  faith  in  their  own  and  surrounding  communi¬ 
ties.  Both  John  Lowrie  and  his  wife  lived  to  be 
centenarians,  and  are  buried  in  the  churchyard  of 
the  Scrubgrass  Presbyterian  Church  in  Venango 
County.  They  were  parents  of  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity 
and  were  social  and  religious  assets  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  communities  in  which  they  lived.  Matthew 
B.  Lowrie,  the  older  son,  lived  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  became  an  important  fac¬ 
tor,  having  been  elected  mayor  so  frequently  he 
received  the  cognomen  of  “Mayor”  Lowrie.  He 
married  and  to  him  were  born  the  following  chil¬ 
dren  :  1.  Walter  H.,  an  attorney  of  eminence, 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania, 
1857-1863,  six  years  of  which  time  he  was  chief 
justice;  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  judge  in 
the  Crawford  County  District.  2.  Rev.  John  M., 
D.  D.  3.  James  A.,  M.  D.  4.  Mrs.  Hervey  Childs. 
5.  Mrs.  Dr.  Courtney.  6.  Mrs.  Rev.  Wiley. 

Walter  Lowrie,  second  son  of  John  Lowrie,  was 
born  in  1784.  When  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he 
was,  in  1811,  elected  to  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania, 
holding  the  office  seven  years,  when  he  was  elected 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  where,  from  1825  to 
1837,  he  was  secretary  of  that  body.  This  he 
might  have  held  for  life,  but  resigned  to  accept  the 
position  of  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  office  he 
held  for  thirty-two  years.  While  in  the  Senate 
he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs,  and  became  deeply  interested  in  the  fate 
and  evangelization  of  the  tribes  whom  he  visited 
and  whose  interests  he  zealously  and  wisely  labored 
to  promote.  In  the  Senate  he  had  as  his  contem¬ 
poraries  Webster,  Clay,  Calhoun,  Randolph,  Benton 
and  other  illustrious  men,  when  the  measure  known 
as  the  “Misssouri  Compromise”  was  earnestly  dis¬ 
cussed.  He  was  married  to  Amelia  McPherrin, 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil¬ 


dren:  1.  Rev.  John  Cameron,  missionary  to  North¬ 
ern  India,  1833-1836;  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  till  his  father’s  death, 
whom  he  succeeded  as  secretary.  2.  Matthew  G., 
an  attorney  at  Butler.  3.  Rev.  Walter  Macon, 
missionary  to  China,  Singapore,  Macao  and  Ningpo, 
killed  by  pirates  on  China  Sea,  August  19,  1847. 
4.  Jonathan  Roberts,  attorney-at-law  in  Hollidays- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  and  Warrior’s  Mark.  5.  Rev. 
Reuben  P.,  Presbyterian  missionary  to  China, 
whose  son,  Rev.  J.  Walter  Lowrie,  after  receiv¬ 
ing  an  education  in  America  and  returning  to 
China  with  his  mother  and  sister,  took  a  notable 
part  in  the  Boxer  uprising,  1899.  6.  Robert  J.,  an 
attorney  at  Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania.  7.  Mrs. 
Samuel  Baird,  of  Pittsburgh. 

Anne  Lowrie,  daughter  of  John  Lowrie,  the  pio¬ 
neer,  married  Andrew  Porter  of  Richland  Town¬ 
ship,  Venango  County.  When  a  widow,  seventy- 
five  years  of  age,  she  in  company  with  her  son 
Andrew,  and  daughter,  Anne,  went  as  a  missionary 
to  the  Chippewa  Indians,  in  whom  her  brother, 
Walter,  had  been  so  deeply  interested.  Another 
son,  John  Lowrie  Porter,  married  his  cousin, 
Nancy  Stevens  (Stephens).  Mary  Lowrie,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John,  married  Andrew  McCaslin,  of  Em- 
lenton ;  and  Elizabeth  Lowrie,  youngest  daughter 
of  John,  married  John  Stevens  (Stephens),  son  of 
Giles  and  Nancy  Tipton  Stevens  (Stephens)  of 
Huntingdon  County,  who  built  the  first  grist  mill 
in  Venango  County,  in  1798,  where  the  Pittsburgh 
road  crosses  Sandy  Creek.  After  his  death  his 
widow  married  Robert  S.  Whann,  of  Clinton 
Township.  By  her  first  marriage  Elizabeth  had 
two  children,  a  daughter,  Nancy,  who  married 
John  Lowrie  Porter,  and  a  son,  John  Lowrie 
Stevens,  who  died  when  a  young  man.  By  her 
second  marriage  she  had  a  son,  the  late  Dr.  Walter 
Lowrie  Whann,  of  Franklin. 

Howard  Hindman  Lowrie,  son  of  the  late  Robert 
and  Mary  J.  (Anderson)  Lowrie,  of  Oil  City,  born 
May  19,  1873,  represents  one  of  the  few  remain¬ 
ing  members  of  that  splendid  family  in  Venango 
County.  His  father,  who  was  numbered  among 
the  most  honored  residents  of  the  city,  came  at 
an  early  date  of  the  oil  industry,  building  the  third 
substantial  residence  on  Cottage  Hill,  and  also 
the  first  brick  in  Oil  City,  which  is  still  in  good 
repair.  Although  the  ancestry  of  Robert  Lowrie 
was  genuinely  Presbyterian,  both  he  and  his  wife 
were  charter  members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
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in  Oil  City,  he  having  been  a  trustee  for  many 
years  and  assisting  in  the  erection  of  the  fine 
edifice  that  was  burned  in  1918.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Lowrie  were  parents  of  the  following 
children :  John  Alton,  Anna  Della,  Minnie  Sarah, 
Robert  Walter  and  Howard  Hindman,  of  this 
review. 

Howard  Hindman  Lowrie  received  a  thorough 
education  in  the  Oil  City  schools,  and,  showing  fine 
business  qualities,  was  early  taken  into  the  National 
Transit  office,  where  he  remained  thirty-one  years, 
well  proving  his  efficiency.  He  is  now  connected 
with  the  Quaker  State  Oil  Refining  Company. 

Mr.  Lowrie,  socially,  is  a  valued  member  of  a 
number  of  Oil  City’s  most  exclusive  organizations, 
being  a  member  of  the  Masons,  a  Shriner,  a  Knight 
Templar,  and  also  of  the  Acacia,  Kiwanis,  Wa- 
nango,  Country,  Venango  and  Oil  City  Boat  clubs. 
Mr.  Lowrie  is  an  active  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  and  has  served  on  the  board  of 
trustees  for  many  years. 

On  June  27,  1898,  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  Mr. 
Lowrie  wasi  married  (first)  to  Cora  May  Gunn,  a 
member  of  an  ancient  and  honorable  family  of 
Scottish  origin,  and  to  them  were  born  three  chil¬ 
dren  :  1.  Anna  Dorothy,  born  May  23,  1899,  edu¬ 
cated  at  Oil  City  High  School  and  Allegheny 
College;  married  Alexander  Wayne  Gordon  (Alle¬ 
gheny  College),  and  their  children  are:  Howard 
born  November  7,  1922,  and  Alexander  Wayne, 
Jr.,  born  September  9,  1924;  residence  in 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  where  Mr.  Gordon  is 
connected  with  the  Gulf  Refining  Company.  2. 
Elizabeth,  born  August  24,  1903,  graduate  of  the 
Oil  City  High  School,  now  a,  student  at  the  East¬ 
man  School  of  Music,  Rochester,  New  York.  3. 
Howard  Hindman,  Jr.,  born  May  10,  1914,  died  in 
childhood.  Mrs.  Cora  (Gunn)  Lowrie  died  in 
June,  1916. 

On  January  25,  1919,  Mr.  Lowrie  married  (sec¬ 
ond)  Florence  Abbie  Berry,  a  member  of  an 
old  and  highly  respected  family,  being  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  James  Berdine  and  Abbie  (Dufur) 
Berry,  who  so  thoroughly  proved  their  worth  as 
citizens  of  merit  and  ability  in  the  various  walks 
of  life.  James  B.  Berry  was  for  more  than  half 
a  century,  one  of  Oil  City’s  fine  business  men,  who 
liked  to  help  others  and  whose  memory  is  cher¬ 
ished  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  multitudes  whom 
he  assisted.  Mrs.  Berry,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
the  late  John  R.  and  Sarah  (Gibbs)  Dufur,  was  a 


member  of  New  England’s  best  families,  whose 
progenitors  were  prominently  connected  with  its 
early  history,  particularly  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  through  whose  services  she  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Putnam-King  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution.  Mrs.  Berry  was  also  a 
prominent  worker  in  all  branches  of  work  in  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church,  teaching  classes  of 
young  boys  for  thirty-five  years,  being  identified 
with  the  missionary  societies  in  an  official  capacity, 
and  having  been  president  of  the  Clarion  Presby- 
terial  Society  for  seven  years.  In  1918  Mrs.  Berry 
graduated  in  Chautauqua  Literary  and  Scientific 
Circle,  passing  through  the  celebrated  Golden  Gate. 

Mrs.  Howard  H.  Lowrie  is  a  prominent  worker 
in  the  Oil  City  Red  Cross,  and  is  also  officially 
connected  with  the  Junior  Red  Cross.  She  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Putnam-King  Chapter, 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  the 
twentieth  Century  Club,  and  the  various  mission¬ 
ary  activities  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  she  has  been  a  member  since  childhood. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  H.  Lowrie  now  reside  in 
the  fine  old  Berry  homestead,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  B.  Berry  went  to  housekeeping  more  than 
half  a  century  ago. 


ARTHUR  VINE  LAMMERS  belongs  to  a 
family  whose  American  record  is  brief,  covering 
but  little  more  than  half  a  century,  yet  it  contains 
the  lives  of  many  that  have  been  usefully  and  hon¬ 
orably  lived,  and,  did  it  include  the  narrative  of 
past  generations  in  The  Netherlands  and  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Isles,  the  pride  of  race  and  family  would  be 
well  understood.  Coming  as  he  did  from  Amster¬ 
dam,  Holland,  to  the  United  States,  Garrett  Henry 
Lammers,  father  of  Arthur  V.,  has  thoroughly 
proven  his  worth  as  a  citizen  of  merit  and  ability 
in  the  various  walks  of  life.  His  business  was 
that  of  a  cattle  buyer,  and  upon  his  coming  to 
America  he  located  at  Jamestown,  New  York, 
where,  through  his  energy,  integrity  and  excellent 
business  qualifications  he  became  quite  prosperous. 
His  wife  was  Bridget  MacMahon,  a  native  of 
County  Cork,  Ireland,  who  proved  a  true  help¬ 
mate  in  the  fine  Christian  home  established,  for 
the  Lammers  home  was  one  where  Christ  was  daily 
honored,  loved,  exalted,  the  parents  being  devout 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Lam¬ 
mers  belonged  to  an  ancient  family,  being  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  the  Lords  of  Cora  Baisgin,  who  en- 
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deavored  to  conduct  themselves  so  that  their  pos¬ 
terity  might  have  sufficient  proof  “of  the  proud 
fact  that  they  were  of  Irish  descent”  as  given  in 
the  motto  on  their  coat-of-arms :  Sic  nos  sic  sacra 
tuernur,  or  “We  guard  ourselves  and  our  faith.” 
Besides  our  subject,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lammers  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Fred  H.,  a 
merchant  in  Oil  City;  Lewis  L.,  deceased;  Agnes 
Belle ;  Lottie ;  and  Mattie. 

Arthur  V.  Lammers  was  born  at  Jamestown, 
New  York,  July  21,  1879,  where  he  was  educated 
in  the  high  school.  In  1895,  he  located  in  Oil  City, 
and  being  interested  in  merchandise,  he  engaged  in 
that  work  with  marked  success,  and  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  has  been  business  manager  of  the 
C.  H.  Smith  Sons  store  at  Oil  City,  one  of  a 
number  of  large  department  stores  under  the  same 
firm  in  Western  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 
Fraternally,  Mr.  Lammers  is  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason,  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  as  well 
as  of  the  Ivy  Club. 

At  Oil  City,  January  2,  1906,  Mr.  Lammers  was 
married  to  Edith  Crawford,  daughter  of  James 
Burton  and  Nellie  (Comstock)  Crawford  (see  fol¬ 
lowing  biography). 

Mrs.  Lammers  has  had  remarkable  advantages, 
and  is  nobly  filling  her  place  as  an  ideal  home¬ 
maker  in  their  remarkably  beautiful  residence  on 
Bissell  Avenue.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  Business 
Woman’s  Club,  being  interested  iit  everything  that 
has  for  its  object  the  uplift  of  humanity,  especially 
the  various  societies  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  she  and  her  family  are  mem¬ 
bers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lammers  are  the  parents  of 
one  daughter,  Eleanor,  born  June  30,  1908,  who 
is  a  student  at  Gunston  Hall,  Washington,  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia. 


JAMES  BURTON  CRAWFORD  is  a  name 
that  stands  for  honor  and  true  worth  in  the  busi¬ 
ness,  social  and  religious  circles  of  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  for  five  generations  his  family  has 
been  numbered  among  those  who  have  commanded 
the  highest  esteem  of  their  fellow-citizens. 
Capable  and  self-reliant  in  material  affairs,  with 
high  ideals  in  their  support  of  desirable  social 
standards  of  State  and  Nation,  each  generation 
has  made  a  rich  contribution  to  civilization  and 
has  wielded  a  weighty  influence  for  good.  Of 
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Scottish  origin,  this  family,  which  evinces  many 
of  the  fine  qualities  of  that  race,  has  made  its 
home  in  Pennsylvania  since  the  days  of  its  Colonial 
history.  John  Crawford,  the  progenitor  of  the 
Venango  County  branch,  himself  a  Revolutionary 
patriot,  having  been  born  in  Franklin  County, 
where  Chambersburg  now  stands,  November  1, 

1748.  Colonel  John  Crawford,  his  father,  was 
born  in  Ayrshire,  where  for  centuries  his  fore¬ 
bears,  who  were  hereditary  barons,  bore  a  con¬ 
spicuous  part  in  all  the  events  of  Scottish  history, 
the  castellated  seat  of  the  great  house  of  Crawford 
having  been  Ardlock,  of  Crawford  Lands,  which 

stands  on  the  right  bank  of  the  River  Clyde, 

where  it  is  supposed  many  bloody  conflicts  took 

place  between  the  Romans  and  Britons.  This,  no 
doubt,  accounts  for  the  name  Crawford,  which  is 
supposed  by  antiquarians  to  signify  “the  road  or 
passage — a  crossing  of  blood — a  bloody  pass.” 

The  Crawfords  derived  their  lineage  from  the 
Earls  of  Richmond,  the  extreme  ancestor  being 
Allen,  the  fourth  Earl  of  Richmond.  This  Sir 
Reginald  De  Crawford  was  named  “The  Good,” 
and  was  high  sheriff  of  Ayre,  which  office  was  long 
held  by  his  family.  Having  inherited  Ardlock,  or 
Crawford  Land,  in  Ayreshire,  he  became  dis¬ 
tinguished  as  Reginald  De  Crawford,  and  in  time 
Reginald  Crawford — thus  from  his  land  came 
the  surname.  Margaret  Crawford,  a  great-grand¬ 
daughter  of  Sir  Reginald  De  Crawford,  “The 
Good,”  who  married  Malcolm  Wallace,  became 
the  mother  of  Sir  William  Wallace. 

Kilburnie  Castle  and  Kirk  were  ancient  pos¬ 
sessions  of  the  Crawfords,  and  in  the  Kilburney 
Kirk  yard  lie  buried  the  ancestors  of  Colonel  John 
Crawford,  who  came  direct  from  Ayrshire,  Scot¬ 
land,  to  Franklin  County,  where  he  died  in  1748, 
leaving  four  sons :  George,  Arthur,  William  and 
John,  the  three  eldest  of  whom  later  removed  to 
South  Carolina.  John,  the  youngest,  born  No¬ 
vember  1,  1748,  married  Isabella  Parker,  of  York 
County,  born  August  21,  1756,  died  December  30, 
1835,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  settled 
in  Greene  County,  eventually  locating  in  what  is 
now  Venango  County,  where  he  made  a  permanent 
settlement  on  the  Allegheny  River  below  where 
Emlenton  is  now  located.  In  due  time  all  his  sons 
except  one  secured  homes  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
paternal  residence,  William,  who  married  Nancy 
Reed,  locating  on  the  farm  near  Emlenton ;  Samuel, 
who  married  Fanny  Hill,  on  the  west  end  of  the 
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homestead ;  Ebenezer,  on  the  east  end ;  David, 
who  married  Lucy  Applegate ;  George,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Coulter ;  John,  who  married  Margaret 
Reed,  and  James,  who  married  Abigail  Coulter, 
all  located  near  Six  Points  in  Butler  County;  and 
Robert  Jennings,  who  married  Margaret  Hemp¬ 
hill,  in  Richmond  Township,  Clarion  County. 
Alexander,  who  married  Mary  McMillan,  became 
a  physician,  locating  in  Canonsburg,  Washington 
County.  Of  these  brothers,  George,  David  and 
John  later  settled  in  Richmond  County,  Ohio. 
The  only  daughters  of  this  family  were  Mary 
Parker,  who  became  Mrs.  Turner;  and  Rebecca. 
Arthur,  another  son,  was  captured  by  the  Indians, 
who  held  him  for  seven  years,  when  he  was  re¬ 
turned  to  his  parents.  In  their  new  homes  all 
these  brothers  helped  to  establish  Presbyterian 
churches,  and  in  each  the  Crawfords  have  been  rep¬ 
resented  on  the  sessions  for  generations. 

Ebenezer  Crawford,  son  of  John  and  Isabelle 
(Parker)  Crawford,  born  March  14,  1789,  died 
January  21,  1859,  was  a  farmer  of  substantial 
worth,  highly  esteemed  in  church  and  community. 
In  1814  he  married  Janet  Grant,  daughter  of 
Alexander  and  Elizabeth  (Johnston)  Grant,  na¬ 
tives  of  Scotland,  whose  first  residence  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  was  Lancaster,  later  Armstrong  County. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  were  born  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  1.  Alexander  B.,  who  married  Mar¬ 
garet  Anderson,  and  lived  at  Emlenton;  2.  John 
Parker,  who  lived  in  Scrubgrass  Township.  3. 
Eliza.  4.  Isabelle,  who  married  Harvey  Gibson, 
of  Martinsburg.  5.  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  of  whom  further. 
6.  Matilda  J.,  who  married  Aaron  Harvey  Craw¬ 
ford,  of  Emlenton.  7.  William  R.,  who  married 
Jane  Kerr.  8.  Robert  J.  9.  Elizabeth  J.  10. 
Samuel  W.,  who  married  Catharine  Jane  Truby, 
of  Emlenton.  11.  Elihu  C.,  who^  was  killed  by 
accident  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  12.  Emmaline 
Louther,  who  married  George  W.  Livingstone,  of 
Starke,  Florida.  13.  Aaron  Harvey,  of  Emlen¬ 
ton,  who  married  Martha  J.  Ross.  Five  of  the 
sons,  John  P.,  Ebenezer,  William  R.,  Robert  J., 
and  Samuel  W.,  went  overland  to  California  in 
1850,  later  returning  safely,  becoming  prosperous 
tradesmen,  merchants  and  large  owners  of  oil 
and  gas  lands. 

Ebenezer  Crawford,  Jr.,  was  born  August  26, 
1821.  After  returning  from  California  he  located 
at  Emlenton,  where  he  became  one  of  the  success¬ 
ful  business  men  of  his  day,  owning  and  operating 


valuable  holdings  in  the  production  of  oil  at 
Parkers  Landing,  in  the  Bradford  oil  fields,  and 
at  Emlenton.  He  was  also  one  of  the  capitalists 
who  founded  the  Oil  City  Fuel  Supply  Company, 
the  forerunner  of  the  present  United  Natural  Gas 
Company  of  Oil  City.  Being  a  man  of  executive 
ability  and  keen  financial  understanding,  he  was 
able  to  manage  his  affairs  with  excellent  judgment 
and  marked  success  until  his  death  at  Emlenton, 
August  26,  1897. 

In  1848,  Ebenezer  Crawford,  Jr.,  married  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Wilson,  born  in  Freeport,  Pennsylvania, 
June  30,  1833,  and  died  in  Palm  Beach,  Florida, 
June  19,  1906.  To  them  were  born  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  reached  maturity:  1.  Clara  M.,  who 
married  M.  C.  Treat,  of  Pasadena,  California. 
2.  Emma  J.,  who  married  E.  L.  Mallory,  of  Brad¬ 
ford.  3.  James  Burton,  of  whom  further.  4. 
George  W.,  of  Pittsburgh.  5.  Frederick  W.,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio.  6.  Carroll  E. 

James  Burton  Crawford  was  born  October  5, 
1855,  at  Emlenton,  Venango  County,  educated  at 
the  Eastman  Business  College,  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York,  and  barely  of  age  when  he  entered  the  oil 
business  in  1876,  his  first  operations  being  at  Em¬ 
lenton.  Later  he  engaged  in  operations  in  the 
Bradford  field,  and  in  1883  located  at  Oil  City, 
where  he  has  been  principally  interested  in  the  oil 
and  gas  business.  His  first  association  with  the 
gas  companies  was  as  an  accountant,  but  later  as 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  United 
General  Gas  Company,  remaining  at  the  head  of 
those  companies  until  January  1,  19x7,  when  he  re¬ 
signed  after  a  most  successful  career,  both  as  re¬ 
gards  his  personal  achievements  and  his  efforts  for 
the  companies. 

Though  not  as  active  as  formerly  in  business 
operations,  Mr.  Crawford  is  still  interested  in  oil 
and  gas  productions,  and  is  a  director  of  the  Ohio 
Fuel  Supply  Company,  Ohio  Fuel  Oil  Company, 
Pennsylvania  Fuel  Supply  Company,  Granville  Fuel 
and  Light  Company,  and  the  Oil  City  National 
Bank.  Being  of  a  generous  and  high-minded  char¬ 
acter,  he  takes  a  broad  interest  in  all  phases  of 
social  life  in  the  community.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church;  a  director  of  the  Venango 
Country  Club,  a  member  of  the  Venango  Club,  and 
the  Oil  City  Boat  Club,  a  Mason  in  fraternal  affili¬ 
ation,  holding  membership  in  Petrolia  Lodge,  No. 
363,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Commandery,  No. 
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43,  Knights  Templar;  Venango  Lodge  of  Perfec¬ 
tion;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  and  Syria  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
of  Pittsburgh. 

Mr.  Crawford  married  (first)  Nellie  Comstock, 
of  Emlenton,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Nellie  (Com¬ 
stock)  Crawford,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Austin 
and  Tamor  Maria  (Doty)  Comstock,  was  born  at 
Huntingdon,  Indiana,  February  4,  1857,  and  died  in 
Oil  City,  January  7,  1914.  She,  too,  had  a  remark¬ 
able  lineage  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  being 
a  descendant  of  some  of  New  England’s  choicest 
families,  among  whom  were  the  Gregory,  Betts, 
Taylor  and  Lockwood  families.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crawford  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Edith,  born  August  20,  1881,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Arthur  V.  Lammers  (see  preceding  biog¬ 
raphy.  2.  Robert  A.,  born  June  14,  1885.  3. 
Helen,  born  August  23,  1877.  4.  Ronald  B.,  born 
October  30,  1888.  On  January  12,  1917,  Mr. 
Crawford  married  (second)  Jeanette  Sibley, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Henry  Sibley, 
of  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  who  died  November  30, 
1918.  He  married  (third)  Elizabeth  Buffum,  of 
Westerly,  Rhode  Island,  and  to  this  union  was 
born  Edward  Buffum,  in  January,  1922. 


GEORGE  WELCH  OLMSTED  was  born  at 
Ridgway,  Pennsylvania,  on  May  18,  1874,  of  Revo¬ 
lutionary  ancestry.  His  father,  Samuel  Ashbel 
Olmsted,  who  was  a  millwright  by  trade,  is  cred¬ 
ited  with  having  built  the  first  saw  mill  in  Elk 
County.  Mr.  Olmsted  obtained  his  education  at 
the  Ridgway  Public  School,  and  then  began  to 
work.  Since  1900  he  has  been  with  the  J.  G. 
Curtis  Leather  Company,  as  secretary.  During 
his  long  residence  in  Ludlow,  Mr.  Olmsted  has  be¬ 
come  widely  known  in  business,  social  and  frater¬ 
nal  circles  throughout  that  section  of  his  native 
State.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Warren  National 
Bank  of  Warren,  and  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Kane,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  National  Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

Mr.  Olmsted  is  very  active  in  Masonic  work, 
being  affiliated  with  Elk  Lodge,  No.  379,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons ;  Elk  Chapter,  No.  230,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  and  Knapp  Commandery,  No.  40, 
Knights  Templar;  of  Ridgway  and  with  Zem 
Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  of  Erie.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon,  of  Kane.  Mr. 
Olmsted  maintains  his  connection  with  the  Sons 


of  Revolution  in  New  York  City,  and  his  name  is 
found  among  the  members  of  the  Warren  Rotary 
Club,  the  Carenango  Valley  Country  Club,  of 
Warren,  the  Kane  Country  Club,  and  the  Elk 
County  Country  Club,  of  Ridgway. 

In  1904,  at  East  Brady,  Pennsylvania,  George 
Welch  Olmsted  married  Iva  Catherine  Groves, 
daughter  of  Anthony  and  Mary  Angeline  (Pendle¬ 
ton)  Groves.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olmsted  have  a  son, 
Robert  Groves,  born  on  November  19,  1908,  and 
a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  born  on  June  27,  1912.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  Kane. 


DR.  SALEM  HEILMAN  is  an  eminent  phy¬ 
sician  and  surgeon  of  Sharon,  who  has  had  a 
distinguished  public  and  military  career,  and  who 
is  a  veteran  and  leader  in  the  medical  profession 
of  the  city  and  Mercer  County.  Dr.  Heilman 
is  a  prominent  Democrat  and  was  a  candidate  for 
Congress  on  the  Democratic  ticket  but  was  de¬ 
feated  by  Mr.  Sibley  of  Franklin,  one  of  his  good 
friends ;  he  has  been  burgess  of  Sharon,  and  he 
has  served  the  United  States  Army  twice  as  sur¬ 
geon  and  physician. 

Dr.  Salem  Heilman  was  born  in  Armstrong 
County,  Pennsylvania,  June  10,  1847,  the  son  of 
Isaac  Heilman,  a  farmer,  and  Hannah  (Briney) 
Heilman.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Armstrong  County,  in  the  Armstrong  County 
Academy,  and  he  took  his  medical  studies  in  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  in  Philadelphia,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1871  with  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Since  1871  he  has  prac¬ 
ticed  his  profession  in  Sharon,  and  many  years  ago 
he  assumed  the  leadership  in  the  medical  fraternity 
of  the  city  and  county.  Dr.  Heilman  served  as 
burgess  of  Sharon  from  1894  to  1897 ;  he  held  the 
rank  of  major  in  the  15th  Regiment  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  National  Guard  for  twenty-eight  years 
before  the  Spanish-American  War  broke  out, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  the  United  States 
Volunteer  service  as  major  and  served  through 
that  war.  Mr.  Heilman  is  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  of  the 
Protected  Home  Circle,  of  which  he  is  Supreme 
Medical  Director.  By  faith  he  is  a  Presbyterian. 

Dr.  Heilman  married  Bella  McKee,  daughter  of 
William  and  Harriett  (Huggins)  McKee,  in  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  March  23,  1871.  Of  this  union 
there  is  one  son,  Dr.  Ralph  Heilman. 
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MRS.  ADELAIDE  (MAYES)  LUTTON— 

No  family  has  contributed  more  notably  to  the 
settling  and  developing  of  America  than  the  Mead 
family,  to  which  Mrs.  Adelaide  (Mayes)  Lutton 
belongs.  The  earliest  traces  of  them  are  to  be 
found  in  a  history  of  “The  Norman  People  and 
Their  Existing  Descendants  in  the  British  Domin¬ 
ions  and  the  United  States  of  America,”  published 
in  London,  England,  in  1874.  According  to  this, 
it  seems  that  the  name  Mead  is  the  English  form 
of  the  Norman  “De  Poato,”  which  translated  into 
English  is  Mead,  Meade,  Mede,  and  Meads. 
“Goodman”  Mead  migrated  to  New  England  in 
1635  and  founded  the  Massachusetts  family. 
Recent  discoveries  indicate  strongly  that  he  was 
accompanied  by  his  brother,  William  Mead, 
founder  of  the  Greenwich  (Connecticut)  family  of 
Meads,  from  whom  the  Meads  of  Meadville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  are  descended.  The  coat-of-arms  to 
which  they  are  presumably  entitled  are: 

Arms — Sable,  a  chevron  between  three  pelicans 
or,  vulned  gules. 

Crest — An  eagle  displayed. 

Motto — Semper  paratus  (always  ready). 

William  Mead  seems  to  have  settled  first  in 
Wethersfield,  thence  moved  to  Stamford,  in  1641, 
where  he  received  a  home  lot  and  five  acres  of 
land.  William  Mead  is  the  founder  of  the  Fair- 
field  County  (Connecticut)  family,  although  family 
tradition  relates  that  John  Mead  was  also  an 
ancestor  of  those  whose  descendants  settled  in 
Eastern  New  York,  Western  Vermont,  and  Mead¬ 
ville,  Pennsylvania.  William  Mead  was  born  about 
1600,  married  in  1625,  and  died  in  Stamford,  Con¬ 
necticut,  about  1673. 

John  Mead,  his  son,  was  born  in  England  in 
1636,  and  died  in  1696.  He  married  Hannah  Pot¬ 
ter,  daughter  of  William  Potter,1  of  Stamford, 
Connecticut,  and  they  had  a  son,  David,  of  whom 
further. 

David  Mead,  born  in  1666,  settled  in  West¬ 
chester  County,  New  York,  where  he  died  and  left 
a  son,  David  (2),  of  whom  further. 

David  (2)  Mead,  son  of  David  Mead,  was  bom 
in  1702,  and  was  the  father  of  Darius,  of  whom 
further. 

Darius  Mead,  born  March  28,  1728,  settled  in  the 
Wyoming  Valley  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  prom¬ 
inent  in  this  county’s  early  history,  but  a  pioneer 
in  spirit,  moved  on  to  Crawford  County  when  it 
was  settled,  and  secured  a  farm  near  Fort  Frank¬ 


lin.  There  he  was  captured  by  Indians  in  1791  and 
died  from  wounds  received  in  a  hard  fight  with 
his  conquerors,  who  also  lost  their  lives.  His 
wife,  Ruth  (Curtis)  Mead,  was  the  first  person 
to  die  from  natural  causes  among  the  white  set¬ 
tlers  of  Crawford  County,  in  1794. 

General  David  Mead,  eldest  son  of  Darius  and 
Ruth  (Curtis)  Mead,  was  born  at  Hudson,  New 
York,  January  17,  1752,  and  died  in  Meadville, 
Pennsylvania,  August  13,  1816.  Educated  in  the 
Hudson  schools,  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
Wyoming  Valley,  Pennsylvania,  when  eighteen 
years  of  age.  There  he  surveyed,  for  the  first 
time,  the  site  of  Wilkes-Barre,  and  took  up  a  tract 
of  land,  for  which  he  obtained  State  titles,  but 
subsequently  lost  it  to  the  “Connecticut  Intruders.” 
He  then  settled  until  1787  some  six  miles  from 
Northumberland.  He  gave  valuable  service  to  the 
American  cause  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
as  a  result  was  granted  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the 
western  part  of  the  State.  Accompanied  by  his 
brother,  John,  he  journeyed  westward  and  chose 
land  in  what  is  now  Crawford  County.  The  early 
name  of  this  home,  “Cussewauga,”  was  soon  com¬ 
monly  known  as  Meadville.  His  substantial  log 
house  was  built  strongly  enough  to  repel  the  fre¬ 
quent  Indian  attacks.  General  Mead  was  of  great 
public  service  in  the  settling  of  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  was  appointed  major-general  of  the 
militia  by  Governor  McKean  and  re-appointed  by 
Governor  Snyder.  In  the  War  of  1812  he  de¬ 
fended  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  First  commissioned 
justice  of  peace  for  Mead  Township,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  associate  judge  of  Crawford  County, 
March  12,  1800,  and  served  for  practically  the  rest 
of  his  life.  In  1800  he  and  Judge  Kelso  held  the 
first  regular  court  of  that  part  of  Pennsylvania, 
appointing  constables  and  supervisors  of  highways 
and  ordering  fourteen  road  surveys.  General  Mead 
presented  to  the  town  a  tract  of  land  for  an 
arsenal,  on  which  is  now  located  the  public  school. 
General  Mead  married  (first),  in  1774,  Agnes 
Wilson,  daughter  of  John  and  Janet  Wilson,  who 
died,  leaving  nine  children,  of  whom  one  was  a 
daughter,  Margaret,  born  in  June,  1781.  She  died 
in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  June  19,  1829.  She 
married  Dr.  William  Moore,  born  in  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania,  June  23,  1772,  died  in  Franklin, 
December  24,  1837.  Dr.  Moore  served  as  assistant 
surgeon  to  the  troops  protecting  Meadville  from 
the  Indians,  and  as  Prothonotary  of  Venango 
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County  from  1805  to  1816,  which  office  he  later 
held  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Sarah  Mead  Moore,  oldest  child  and  only  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Dr.  William  and  Margaret  (Mead)  Moore, 
was  born  in  Franklin,  April  6,  1813.  She  married 
March  12,  1835,  Jacob  Mayes,  born  May  6,  1807, 
son  of  John  William  and  Eleanor  Susannah  (Wat¬ 
son)  Mayes.  Born  and  educated  near  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Mr.  Mayes  became  a  tailor  and  established  the 
first  custom-made  tailoring  business  in  Franklin, 
when  he  settled  there  in  1835,  remaining  in  that 
work  all  his  life  and  engaging  also  in  oil  produc¬ 
tion.  Flis  third  daughter  was  Adelaide,  subject  of 
this  biographical  record. 

Adelaide  Mayes,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah 
Mead  (Moore)  Mayes,  was  born  in  Franklin, 
Pennsylvania,  May  15,  1842,  and  died  July  9, 
1924.  She  was  educated  in  the  local  schools,  was 
noted  for  her  excellent  domestic  qualities,  and  for 
the  kindliness  of  heart  which  she  exercised  in 
connection  with  her  membership  in  the  Nursery 
Chapter,  No.  25,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  She 
was  a  valued  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  She  married,  in  Meadville,  Pennsylvania, 
August  9,  1866,  John  Lutton,  born  in  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  April  12,  1842,  who  died  in  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  in  1888.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lutton  were:  Merton  Mayes,  born  August  18, 
1867,  a  retired  dry  goods  merchant  of  Franklin, 
Pennsylvania;  Hattie  Moore,  born  July  6,  1873, 
died  January  10,  1894;  Eva  Belle,  born  March  13, 
1875  I  and  Ella  Belle,  twin  of  Eva  Belle,  who  was 
matron  (1911-12)  of  the  Nursery  Chapter,  No. 
25,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 


EBENEZER  WALKER  SMITH— A  veteran 
and  influential  member  of  the  Indiana  County 
bar,  Ebenezer  Walker  Smith  has  been  a  well 
known  school  teacher  in  Indiana,  and  he  is  a  pro¬ 
found  scholar.  A  man  of  unusual  personality, 
Mr.  Smith  has  enjoyed  prominence  and  public 
esteem  for  many  years.  He  is  an  active  and  well 
known  church  man  and  a  leader  in  Indiana  County 
bar  organizations. 

Ebenezer  Walker  (E.  Walker)  Smith  was  born 
in  Dodgridge  County,  Virginia,  now  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  November  3,  1866.  He  began  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  West  Virginia,  and  when  his 
parents,  Richard  Hayhurst  Smith,  a  farmer,  and 
Rachel  LuVara  (Cox)  Smith,  moved  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  he  went  through  the  grade  and  high 


schools  of  Indiana  County.  In  1886,  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Indiana  Normal  School  and  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  thereafter  he  taught  school  in  the 
county,  obtaining  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  by 
further  study.  Subsequently,  he  read  law  in  the 
office  of  W.  L.  Stewart,  a  famous  lawyer  of  Indi¬ 
ana  County  of  two  generations  ago,  and  in  March, 
1892,  was  admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar. 
Since  that  year  he  has  been  in  active  practice, 
achieving  prominence  but  a  few  years  after  he 
began  and  adding  to  it  year  by  year. 

Mr.  Smith,  a  Republican,  is  a  member  of  the 
Indiana  County  Bar  Association  and  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Bar  Association.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Indiana  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  more  than  forty  years,  and  has  been 
connected  with  the  church  for  more  than  fifty 
years. 

Mr.  Smith  married  Lida  Hanna,  daughter  of 
James  and  Bathsheba  (Failes)  Hanna,  in  Brook- 
ville,  Jefferson  County,  Pennsylvania,  March  22, 
1892.  They  have  three  children  living  and  two 
dead.  The  living  ones  are:  1.  LuVara  May 
(Smith)  Carner.  2.  Frances  Naomi  (Smith) 
Thomas.  3.  Emerson  Walker  Smith,  unmarried. 
The  oldest  child,  Richard  Knox  Smith,  died  July 
6,  1911,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  of  tetanus  or 
lock-jaw.  James  Thoburn  died  on  October  9, 
1918,  at  the  Embarkation  Hospital  at  Hoboken, 
New  Jersey,  from  pneumonia,  superinduced  by  the 
influenza,  while  in  the  service  of  his  country  in  the 
World  War.  He  was  a  good  soldier,  and  was 
liked  both  by  his  comrades  and  by  his  superior 
officers. 


WALTER  WHITEHEAD  enjoys  wide  prom¬ 
inence  in  Mercer  County  and  Sharon  as  a  citizen, 
public  official,  newspaper  man  and  printer.  Mr. 
Whitehead  is  a  member  and  secretary  of  the 
Sharon  Board  of  Education  and  he  is  registrar  of 
vital  statistics.  He  is  a  popular  and  active  club 
and  fraternal  man  and  holds  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  all  Sharon. 

Walter  Whitehead  was  born  in  Oldham,  Eng¬ 
land,  July  16,  1861,  the  son  of  Abraham  and  Lydia 
Whitehead,  the  former  a  mining  engineer.  Walter 
Whitehead  began  his  education  in  England,  and 
on  being  brought  to  this  country  during  his  child¬ 
hood,  concluded  it  in  the  public  schools  of  Hickory 
Township,  Mercer  County.  Entering  the  printing 
business  early  in  life,  Mr.  Whitehead’s  work  took 
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him  to  Salina,  Kansas,  where  he  conducted  a  suc¬ 
cessful  printing  and  newspaper  establishment  for 
many  years.  He  then  came  to  Sharon,  where  he 
has  been  operating  a  printing  enterprise  since. 

Mr.  Whitehead  is  a  prominent  and  influential 
Republican  of  Mercer  County  and  Sharon.  Since 
June  4,  1900,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Sharon 
School  Board,  of  which  he  has  been  secretary  since 
January,  1903.  He  became  registrar  of  vital 
statistics  of  Mercer  County  in  January,  1906,  and 
he  holds  that  public  office  to-day.  Mr.  Whitehead 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Sharon.  He  is  a  member  of  Sharon  Lodge,  No. 
250,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  lodge 
he  was  Master  during  the  year  1894;  and  he  is  a 
member  of  Norman  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
in  Sharon ;  Sharon  Council,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters,  the  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  he  is  a  Past  Exalted 
Ruler  of  Sharon  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks;  and  Supreme  Treasurer  of  the 
Protected  Home  Circle,  a  fraternal  insurance 
society  of  Sharon.  Mr.  Whitehead  and  his  family 
are  prominent  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Sharon.  He  maintains  offices  at  No.  38  Dock 
Street,  and  resides  at  No.  384  Prindle  Street,  in 
Sharon. 

Mr.  Whitehead  married,  June  11,  1885,  Milda 
Davis,  daughter  of  Abram  and  Susan  Davis.  They 
have  two  children:  1.  Frank  E.,  born  December 
10,  1886.  2.  Emmet  H.,  born  December  6,  1891. 


JAMES  HARVEY  GIBSON,  one  of  the  most 
successful  of  the  veteran  oil  producers  of  Brad¬ 
ford,  Pennsylvania,  was  bom  in  Allegheny  Town¬ 
ship,  Butler  County,  March  28,  1851,  the  son  of 
George  G.  and  Nancy  (Anderson)  Gibson.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  in  Allegheny  Township,  where 
he  owned  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres, 
and  was  one  of  the  widely-known  men  in  his  neigh¬ 
borhood.  He  died  in  his  eighty-fifth  year. 

James  Harvey  Gibson  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  was  employed  at 
his  home  until  seventeen  and  one-half  years  old. 
He  then  pumped  the  first  well  in  Butler  County. 
He  has  passed  his  life  as  an  oil  producer.  He 
came  to  Bradford  in  1879,  and  was  engaged  as  a 
pumper  for  a  year.  Afterwards  he  was  employed 
with  the  Forest  Oil  Company,  which  is  now  the 
South  Pennsylvania  Oil  Company.  He  was  a 
foreman  on  the  lease  for  this  company  for  about 


ten  years,  after  which  he  began  to  produce  oil  on 
his  own  account.  His  first  lease  was  located  at 
Dallas  City,  McKean  County ;  and  he  now  has 
valuable  holdings  in  this  section;  and  also  in  New 
York  State.  He  owned  a  fine  dwelling  house  in 
Dallas  City,  but  in  December,  1920,  he  moved  to 
Bradford,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since  at  No.  38 
Jerome  Avenue. 

Mr.  Gibson  is  a  member  of  the  Bradford  Club, 
and  the  Oil  Men’s  Club;  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  334, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Bradford ;  and  is 
an  independent  Republican  in  politics.  He  is 
among  the  most  successful  oil  producers  of  the 
Bradford  fields. 

Mr.  Gibson  married,  November  14,  1883,  Lydia 
Catharine  Gilbert,  born  November  26,  1862,  in 
Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  she  has  been  a 
good  helpmeet  to  her  husband.  She  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  David  Gilbert  and  his  wife,  Amanda  (Wile) 
Gilbert.  David  Gilbert  was  a  widely  known  far¬ 
mer  and  teamster  of  Clarion  County,  having  been 
among  its  pioneers.  He  was  born  in  Berks 
County  and  died  in  Butler  County  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four,  while  his  wife  died  in  her  eighty- 
fifth  year.  They  were  the  parents  of:  Abel; 
Sarah;  Rachel;  James;  Ellen;  Lydia  C.  (Mrs. 
James  H.  Gibson)  ;  Isabella ;  Marie ;  Pearl ;  and 
Love. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  H.  Gibson  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  the  following  children:  Edith,  wife  of 
Clifton  Day,  living  in  Franklinville ;  Mabel  A., 
wife  of  J.  L.  Thompson,  living  at  Dallas  City; 
James  G.,  living  in  Bradford;  Normand  D.,  living 
at  Dallas  City;  Frank  H.,  living  at  Dallas  City; 
Katharine,  who  is  the  wife  of  E.  A.  Walldorff,  of 
Dunkirk,  New  York;  Beulah  and  Ruth,  at  home; 
and  Fred,  who  died  in  his  twelfth  year. 


EDWARD  H.  McCLISTER,  M.  D.— One  of 

the  prominent  young  medical  men  of  Armstrong 
County  is  Dr.  Edward  H.  McClister,  who  is  on 
the  staff  of  the  Kittanning  General  Hospital  and 
engaged  in  general  practice  in  Kittanning.  He 
is  the  son  of  David  Francis  and  Eliza  (Heilman) 
McClister.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  Pennsylvania,  was  actively  engaged 
in  farming  until  his  death  in  1916;  his  mother,  a 
native  of  Kittanning  Township,  Armstrong  County, 
is  still  living.  Edward  H.  McClister  was  born  in 
Kittanning  Township,  January  10,  1894.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  Kittanning  public  schools,  Grove  City 
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College,  and  Medico-Chirurgical  College,  where  he 
graduated  in  1916  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  Later,  Dr.  McClister  took  a  post-gradu¬ 
ate  course  in  the  medical  department  of  Harvard 
University,  and  he  spent  one  year  as  interne  in 
the  Allegheny  General  Hospital,  Pittsburgh,  and 
six  months  in  the  Children’s  Hospital  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  Since  then  he  has  practiced  medicine  in 
Kittanning,  where  he  is  rapidly  building  up  a  sub¬ 
stantial  practice.  Meantime,  however.  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Clister  had  seen  a  year’s  service  overseas  during 
the  World  War.  He  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Army  Medical 
Corps  in  January,  1917,  and  spent  a  year  in  France 
with  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  on  duty 
at  Base  Hospital  No.  99,  receiving  his  discharge 
from  the  army  in  June,  1919,  after  almost  two 
years  and  a  half  in  the  service.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  the  American  Legion. 

Dr.  McClister  married,  in  1918,  Nellie  Perkins, 
born  in  Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  have 
two  children :  Edward  H.,  Jr.,  and  Alice  Jane. 
Dr.  McClister  and  his  family  attend  the  Lutheran 
Church.  He  is  devoted  to  outdoor  life,  and  his 
favorite  sport  is  hunting. 


ROBERT  McCALL  GILKEY— Among  those 
who  are  of  vital  influence  in  the  bar  and  public 
affairs  is  Robert  McCall  Gilkey,  prominent 
attorney,  World  War  veteran,  and  club  and  fra¬ 
ternal  man  of  Greenville.  A  leading  citizen  who 
has  given  substantial  service  to  his  community 
and  to  his  country,  Mr.  Gilkey  is  a  very  popular 
man  in  his  borough  and  he  has  a  reputation 
throughout  the  county. 

Robert  McCall  Gilkey  was  born  in  Tarkio, 
Missouri,  July  29,  1888,  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Seth  Wilson  Gilkey,  a  United  Presbyterian  min¬ 
ister,  and  Lydia  Ann  (McCall)  Gilkey.  Brought 
to  Mercer  County  at  an  early  age,  Robert  McCall 
Gilkey  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Mercer,  the  county  seat,  and  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Mercer  High  School  in  1905.  He 
continued  his  academic  education  in  the  Mercer 
Academy,  in  Mercer,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1907,  and  finished  it  in  Westminster  Col¬ 
lege,  in  New  Wilmington,  Lawrence  County,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1910  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  took  his  legal 
training  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  Law 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1915 


with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Mr.  Gilkey 
then  returned  to  Mercer  County,  where  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar,  and  later  in  1915  he  began  his 
practice  in  Mercer,  where  he  remained  until  1922, 
when  he  removed  to  Greenville  and  became  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  firm  of  Templeton,  Whiteman,  Row- 
ley  &  Gilkey,  building  up  a  most  lucrative  prac¬ 
tice  and  becoming  easily  one  of  the  most  prom¬ 
inent  members  of  the  bars  of  that  borough  and 
the  county.  Mr.  Gilkey  is  counsel  for  many  com¬ 
mercial  and  financial  institutions,  among  the  latter 
being  the  First  National  Bank  of  Stoneboro,  and 
the  Mercer  County  State  Bank  of  Sandy  Lake. 
He  is  also  borough  solicitor  for  the  borough  of 
Stoneboro  and  counsel  for  the  school  district  of 
the  borough  of  Sandy  Lake. 

Mr.  Gilkey’s  military  career  began  on  April  6, 
1918,  the  date  of  his  enlistment  in  the  Ordnance 
Department  of  the  army.  He  was  trained  in  the 
ordnance  training  camp  at  Camp  Hancock,  Georgia, 
and  went  overseas  among  the  first  contingents  of  the 
American  Expeditionary  Forces — on  July  31,  1918. 
In  France  he  was  assistant  to  the  chief  aircraft 
armament  officer  of  the  first  army  of  the  Forces, 
and  he  served  at  St.  Mihiel  and  the  Meusse-Ar- 
gonne  offensives,  both  famous  in  the  annals  of  the 
Great  Conflict.  When  he  was  discharged  from  the 
service,  Mr.  Gilkey  was  holding  the  non-com¬ 
missioned  rank  of  ordnance  sergeant.  His  dis¬ 
charge  was  given  him  on  April  8,  1919.  When  he 
returned  to  Mercer  Mr.  Gilkey  resumed  his  prac¬ 
tice  and  devoted  himself  to  reconstructing  it,  find¬ 
ing  that  his  popularity  in  Mercer  County  had  not 
waned. 

In  club  and  fraternal  circles,  Mr.  Gilkey  is  active. 
A  Master  Mason,  he  is  a  member  of  Hebron 
Lodge,  No.  575,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
in  Mercer;  of  the  Lodge  of  Perfection  of  this 
order;  of  the  Valley  of  New  Castle  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  New  Castle, 
capital  of  Lawrence  County.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Phi  Delta  Phi  legal  fraternity;  to  the  Mercer 
County  Bar  Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Bar  Association;  the  Greenville  Country  Club,  the 
Acacia  Club,  in  Greenville;  the  Greenville  Motor 
Club,  and  Post  No.  140,  of  the  American  Legion, 
in  Greenville.  He  and  the  members  of  his  family 
attend  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Green¬ 
ville.  The  law  firm  of  which  Mr.  Gilkey  is  a 
member  maintains  offices  in  the  Post  Office  Build¬ 
ing  in  this  borough. 

Mr.  Gilkey  married,  in  Mercer,  July  18,  1917, 
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Hazel  Marie  Carter,  daughter  of  Austin  B.  and 
Emma  (Montgomery)  Carter.  There  is  one  son 
of  this  union,  Robert  McCall,  Jr.,  born  on  Febru¬ 
ary  23,  1923. 


AUGUSTINE  SNOWDEN  EARNS— Of 

that  enterprising  group  of  Franklin’s  citizenship, 
who  through  their  industry  and  their  practical  and 
thorough  methods  in  business  life  are  prominent 
factors  in  the  present-day  advancement  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  Augustine  Snowden  Karns  is  an  acknowl¬ 
edged  leader  and  one  who  has  always  shared  in 
maintaining  the  highest  standards  both  of  business 
and  civic  affairs.  He  is  the  executive  head  of  the 
S.  T.  Karns’  Sons  Company’s  transfer  and  storage 
enterprise  that  has  won  a  place  second  to  no  other 
in  this  part  of  the  State  for  capacity  and  ex¬ 
peditiousness,  and  with  his  own  prosperity  in  this 
extensive  and  successful  business  venture  he  has 
.  also  a  very  comprehensive  interest  in  all  matters 
appertaining  to  the  progress  of  Franklin  and  the 
entire  district  round  about. 

Mr.  Karns  is  a  present-day  representative  of  a 
long  established  family  in  this  region,  his  ancestor, 
Mrs.  Anna  Karns,  widow  of  Henry  Karns,  with 
nine  sons  and  one  daughter,  having  made  her  home 
in  Richland  Township,  Venango  County,  more 
than  a  century  ago.  He  is  a  son  of  Samuel  T.  and 
Sarah  (Frawley)  Karns,  and  was  born  August 
27,  1857,  in  Cranberry  Township.  With  the  re¬ 
moval  of  his  family  to  Franklin  in  1864,  he  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  there,  and  as  a  boy  he 
was  the  first  to  sell  newspapers  on  the  old  James¬ 
town  &  Franklin  Railroad.  He  began  his  business 
career  in  the  employ  of  the  mercantile  house  of  J. 
and  R.  H.  Woodbum,  of  which  firm  he  later 
became  a  junior  partner,  so  continuing  for  twelve 
years.  With  his  father  and  his  brother  Samuel,  in 
1884,  he  established  the  wholesale  notion  business, 
known  as  G.  S.  Karns  &  Company,  and  he  was 
engaged  in  that  business  for  six  years  when  it  was 
wiped  out  by  fire. 

From  1890  and  onwards,  Mr.  Karns  has  made 
his  transfer  and  storage  business  second  to  no 
other  in  this  section,  the  project  having  been  started 
in  association  with  his  father  and  brother.  Upon 
the  death  of  his  father,  in  1904,  he  made  a  pur¬ 
chase  of  all  the  other  interests,  and  the  S.  T. 
Karns  Sons  Company  was  incorporated  in  1907. 
with  Mr.  Karns  as  its  president,  and  Frederick  P. 
Karns,  his  youngest  son,  vice-president  and  gen¬ 


eral  manager.  This  corporation’s  buildings  and 
equipment  consist  of  a  brick  storage  warehouse, 
eighty  by  two  hundred  feet  in  dimensions,  thor¬ 
oughly  up-to-date  in  all  its  arrangements,  and  with 
its  facilities  of  storing  and  handling  freight  and 
goods  of  all  kinds ;  and  there  are  twenty-five  teams 
and  seven  large  automobile  trucks  in  daily  ope¬ 
ration. 

No  one  is  more  interested  in  Franklin’s  growth 
and  improvement.  Mr.  Karns  is  a  member  of 
the  School  Board ;  he  was  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the 
1925  “Old  Home  Week”;  and  he  is  vice-president 
of  the  Franklin  Home  Building  and  Loan  Associa¬ 
tion,  an  organization  that  he  was  largely  instru¬ 
mental  in  forming.  He  was  active  in  a  score  of 
ways  for  the  advancement  of  every  World  War 
interest;  and  he  was  chairman  of  the  Venango 
County  Fuel  Administration;  county  director  of 
Transportation  for  the  Council  of  National  De¬ 
fence  ;  chairman  of  Transportation  for  the  Liberty 
Loan  County  Committee;  secretary  of  the  Finan¬ 
cial  Committee  of  the  Franklin  Chapter,  American 
Red  Cross ;  and  a  member  of  the  Permanent  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  solicitation  of  funds  for  war  pur¬ 
poses. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Karns  is  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the 
Knights  of  Honor;  the  Franklin,  the  Rotary  and 
the  Wanango  clubs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  served  as  a  member  of  its  trustees 
many  years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
deacons. 

Augustine  Snowden  Karns  married  (first),  in 
1881,  Florence  A.  Kribbs,  of  Knox,  who  died  May 
10,  1909.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children : 
1.  Benton  K.,  who  married  Rose  Brecht,  and  has 
three  children :  Ann  Catherine,  Monica  Florence, 
and  Margaret  Josephine.  2.  Lillian  E.,  who  served 
two  years  with  the  United  States  Army  Base 
Hospital  in  France,  and  is  now  chief  dietitian  in 
the  Edward  Hines,  Jr.,  Hospital,  in  Chicago,  Illi¬ 
nois.  3.  Frederick  P.,  captain  of  Company  F, 
15th  United  States  Engineers,  who  served  for  two 
years  on  active  duty  in  France,  and  is  now  associ¬ 
ated  with  his  father  in  business.  4.  Edith  S.,  who 
married  Dr.  F.  V.  Lichtenfels,  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
has  a  son,  Frederick  V.  Lichtenfels,  Jr.  5.  Ruth 
C.  Mr.  Karns  married  (second),  in  1910,  Lilian 
Collins,  youngest  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Rose 
Ann  (Major)  Collins. 
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Lilian  (Collins)  Karns  was  born  in  Franklin, 
where  she  attended  the  public  schools,  graduating 
at  the  high  school  with  the  class  of  1897.  She 
entered  the  employ  of  the  S.  T.  Karns  Company  in 
1898,  and  when  that  company  was  incorporated  in 
1907,  she  was  made  a  member  of  its  board  of 
directors,  was  elected  its  secretary,  and  is  now 
its  secretary-treasurer.  During  the  World  War, 
Mrs.  Karns  served  as  County  Chairman  of  the 
Venango  County  Food  Conservation  Committee; 
was  secretary  of  the  Venango  County  Liberty  Loan 
Committee,  has  been  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Board  of  the  Franklin  Chapter,  American  Red 
Cross,  since  its  organization,  and  is  at  present  the 
secretary  of  that  board.  She  has  been  a  communi¬ 
cant  of  St.  John’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
since  girlhood,  and  is  intensely  interested  in  all  its 
activities.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karns  have  an  attractive 
home  at  Miller  Park,  Franklin. 


WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  McMASTER— 

The  McMaster  families,  headed  by  grandfather, 
father  and  son,  have  constituted  strong  forces  in 
the  development  of  Jamestown,  Mercer  County, 
from  its  foundation  to  the  present  time.  The  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  first  generation  mentioned  were 
among  the  half  dozen  who  settled  on  the  present 
site  of  the  town,  and  it  was  the  farm  located  and 
improved  by  his  grandfather,  Andrew  McMaster, 
which  James  McMaster,  the  father,  afterward 
platted  into  borough  lots,  this  tract  of  land  finally 
becoming  the  most  desirable  residence  portion  of 
Jamestown.  The  head  of  the  second  generation 
also  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Jamestown 
Banking  Company  nearly  fifty-one  years  ago,  was 
its  president  for  many  years  before  his  death, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  William  A. 
McMaster,  the  modern  financier,  capitalist  and 
man  of  large,  complex  and  progressive  affairs. 
This  is  but  a  birds-eye  view  of  the  large  part 
which  the  family  has  played  in  the  development  of 
this  wealthy  and  prosperous  community;  the  de¬ 
tails  follow. 

William  A.  McMaster  was  born  in  Jamestown, 
this  county,  July  4,  1863,  son  of  James  and  Jane 
A.  (McLenahan)  McMaster.  Andrew  McMaster, 
the  grandfather,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1791,  as 
was  his  wife,  nee  Elizabeth  Thompson.  They 
came  to  Greene  Township  in  the  early  twenties,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  which  forty  years  afterwards 
became  the  northern  part  of  the  borough  of  James¬ 


town.  The  husband  died  on  the  old  homestead  in 
1844,  and  the  wife  survived  him  until  1872,  dying 
in  Sharon  nearly  a  decade  after  the  farm  had  been 
absorbed  by  the  borough.  James  McMaster,  son 
of  Andrew  McMaster,  was  born  on  the  homestead 
March  3,  1824,  attending  school  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  and  then  devoting  himself 
to  the  family  interests.  He  married,  in  1856,  and 
continued  to  operate  and  improve  the  old  farm 
for  a  number  of  years  thereafter;  but,  although 
the  original  McMaster  homestead  was  finally 
absorbed  by  Jamestown,  the  little  frame  house 
erected  by  the  grandfather  still  stands  at  the  old 
terminal  depot  of  the  Erie  &  Pittsburg  Railroad, 
as  well  as  the  more  pretentious  structure  built 
by  the  father  at  which  is  now  the  center  of  the 
borough.  The  year  1863,  when  the  railroad  entered 
Jamestown  and  made  the  place  its  terminus,  in¬ 
augurated  a  season  of  extreme  activity.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  James  McMaster  laid  out  the  main 
portion  of  the  old  homestead  into  lots,  retired 
permanently  from  farming,  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  and  entered  actively  into  his  career 
as  a  prime  promoter  of  the  modern  town.  In  1874 
he  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Jamestown 
Banking  Company,  was  elected  its  vice-president, 
and  by  the  death  of  William  Gibson  succeeded  to 
the  presidency,  which  he  held  at  the  time  of  his 
decease,  February  13,  1897.  The  deceased  was  a 
leading  Republican  as  well  as  citizen,  his  interest 
and  activity  in  public  affairs  being  largely  centered 
in  the  educational  institutions  of  Jamestown.  He 
was  an  active  worker  in  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  left  an  honored  name  for  traits 
which  made  him  a  leading  man  of  affairs.  James 
McMaster  married  Jane  A.  McLenahan,  September 
14,  1856.  His  wife  was  born  August  3,  1837, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Parkhill) 
McLenahan,  and  died  July  20,  1897. 

William  A.  McMaster  attended  the  Jamestown 
common  school  and  academy  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age,  when  (in  1879)  he  became  a  clerk 
in  the  bank  with  which  his  father  was  so  prom¬ 
inently  identified.  In  1885  he  was  chosen  cashier 
of  the  institution  conducted  as  the  Jamestown 
Banking  Company,  and  at  his  father’s  death  in 
1897  succeeded  to  the  presidency,  being  still  at  the 
head  of  its  affairs.  At  the  time  of  the  failure  of  the 
Jamestown  Savings  Bank,  with  L.  A.  McCrumb 
he  was  appointed  receiver  of  the  defunct  concern, 
and  in  the  settlement  of  its  affairs  demonstrated 
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that  the  public  confidence  in  his  fairness  and  ability 
was  well  placed.  Mr.  McMaster  is  a  director 
of  the  Conneaut  Lake  Exposition  Company, 
Mercer  Iron  and  Coal  Company  ( Stoneboro,  Penn¬ 
sylvania)  and  the  Petroleum  Telephone  Company 
(Oil  City,  Pennsylvania).  He  is  also  one  of  the 
main  stockholders  of  the  Park  Lawn  Cemetery, 
which  is  noted  both  for  its  unusual  beauties  and 
as  containing  the  largest  and  costliest  monument  of 
a  private  nature  in  the  United  States— that  erected 
by  Dr.  Gibson  at  a  cost  of  $75,000,  which  is 
seventy-five  feet  from  the  base  to  the  eighteen- 
foot  statue,  and  decreases  in  diameter  from  eight 
to  four  feet.  Mr.  McMaster  resides  in  what  is 
known  as  the  old  Gibson  home,  occupying  a  square 
in  the  center  of  Jamestown.  The  original  residence 
which  was  built  in  1856,  has  had  many  additions 
and  has  been  constantly  improved,  until  it  is  now 
considered  one  of  the  stateliest  and  most  pictur¬ 
esque  houses  north  of  Pittsburgh.  It  fittingly  repre¬ 
sents  the  standing  of  the  McMaster  family  in  the 
community.  In  politics  William  A.  McMaster  is  an 
active  and  strong  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  having  served  as  a  delegate  to  the  State 
Convention  of  his  party.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  October  15,  1889,  Mr.  McMaster  married 
Alice  E.  Bolard,  daughter  of  David  and  Ester 
(Landon)  Bolard.  Her  grandparents  were  Fred 
and  Elizabeth  (North)  Bolard,  and  were  pioneers 
of  the  county.  Grandfather  Bolard  was  one  of  the 
first  blacksmiths  of  the  region,  his  shop  being  just 
south  of  the  old  Moats  homestead,  and  the  settlers 
of  those  days  were  so  few  and  far  between  that 
he  gladly  repaired  the  guns  of  the  Indians  who 
frequently  came  to  him.  Mrs.  McMaster’s  parents, 
who  were  both  natives  of  Conneaut ville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Master  have  become  the  parents  -of  the  following 
children:  James  B.,  born  December  25,  1891,  died 
September  7,  1894;  Ruth  Pearl,  born  October  25, 
1894;  and  Ester  Louise,  born  December  27,  1899, 
both  pf  whom  are  attending  school  at  Jamestown. 


EDWARD  LYMAN  MYERS— Associated 
officially  with  a  number  of  notable  enterprises, 
Edward  Lyman  Myers,  is  a  well  known  figure  in 
Johnsonburg,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Myers  was  born 
at  Lock  Haven,  in  that  State,  December  10,  1872. 
Mr.  Myers’  parents  were  Hiram  Myers,  of  Lock 
Haven,  born  in  1835,  died  in  April,  1921,  and  Mary 


(Hickey)  Myers,  born  in  County  Clare,  Ireland, 
in  1839,  died  in  October,  1923.  His  father  was 
a  lumberman  in  Lock  Haven,  operating  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  had  held  city  offices,  and  had  been 
president  of  the  Lock  Haven  School  Board  and 
of  the  City  Council. 

Edward  L.  Myers  attended  the  public  schools 
and  the  high  school  of  Lock  Haven,  and  after 
these  studies  he  took  a  course  in  the  Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania  Business  College.  He  became  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
Company  at  its  Johnsonburg  branch,  in  1892,  as 
a  timekeeper,  and  subsequently  passed  to  their 
various  offices  until  he  became  director  of  all  the 
plants  of  the  company,  with  headquarters  at  John¬ 
sonburg.  Mr.  Myers  is  president  of  the  Arm- 
strong-Forest  Company,  a  New  York  State  cor¬ 
poration  ;  president  of  the  Armstrong  Realty  Com¬ 
pany,  Pennsylvania  State  corporation;  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Johnsonburg  National  Bank,  of  which 
he  is  also  a  director;  and  president  of  the  Nypen- 
Forest  Company,  a  Delaware  corporation.  Mr. 
Myers  has  been  chief  burgess  of  Johnsonburg,  and 
part  of  the  time  a  member  of  the  Council.  He 
has  also  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of 
the  borough.  During  the  World  War  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  chapter,  and  he  had 
charge  of  all  the  Liberty  Loan  and  Thrift  Stamp 
drives.  He  is'  a  member  of  and  holds  the  position 
of  director  in  the  Elk  County  Country  Club,  and 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Kane  Country  Club,  of 
Kane,  McKean  County,  this  State;  a  member  and 
a  director  in  the  Ridgeway  Country  Club;  and  a 
member  of  the  Elk  County  Manufacturers’  As¬ 
sociation. 

Mr.  Myers  married,  in  Johnsonburg,  Anna  Mee¬ 
han,  of  Wilcox,  Elk  County,  Pennsylvania,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Mary  (Dailey)  Meehan,  the  for¬ 
mer  deceased  and  the  latter  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Myers  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Edward 
Lyman,  Jr.,  and  Helen  Elizabeth,  both  born  in 
Johnsonburg. 


MAJOR  ALEXANDER  McDOWELL — A 

happy  and  contagiously  humorous  soul,  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War,  nationally  known  Congressman- 
at-Large,  clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  nearly  a  score  of  years,  prominent  banker  and 
formerly  a  newspaper  publisher,  the  late  Major 
Alexander  McDowell  was  one  of  the  most  pictur¬ 
esque  and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  most  loyal 
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of  the  sons  of  Pennsylvania  of  his  day  and  gen¬ 
eration.  His  home  townspeople  of  Sharon  will 
never  cease  to  relate  the  tales  of  his  military 
prowess,  his  political  and  business  victories  and  his 
many  kindly  deeds  and  words  of  encouragement, 
which  made  of  him  to  them  a  celebrity  whose 
fame  will  endure  with  the  written  page  and  the 
word  of  tradition.  His  career  bridged  one  of  the 
most  harrowing  of  the  country’s  history,  from  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Lincoln  era  almost  to  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  recent  World  War,  and  he  was  an 
active  participant  in  many  of  the  events  that  were 
big  with  causes  and  fruitful  of  beneficent  results 
upon  mankind.  To  his  home  folks  and  other  in¬ 
timates  he  was  affectionately  known  as  “Major” 
— not  by  any  manner  of  means  a  nickname,  but  a 
title  that  was  his  by  right  of  promotion  for  con¬ 
spicuous  service  and  bravery  through  the  scene  of 
blood  and  fire  and  smoke  of  the  battles  of  the 
Wilderness  and  Gettysburg. 

Born  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  March  4,  1845, 
died  at  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  September  30,  1913, 
Alexander  McDowell  was  the  son  of  Parker  and 
Lavina  McDowell.  His  father  was  a  merchant 
and  lumberman  of  Philadelphia.  His  mother  was 
of  an  old  and  esteemed  Pennsylvania  family,  the 
town  of  Titusville  having  been  named  in  honor  of 
her  parents.  The  father  died  in  i860,  and  this 
occurrence  forced  Alexander  to  abandon  his 
studies  at  school  and  to  seek  employment.  He 
obtained  a  job  on  the  “American  Citizen,”  a  weekly 
publication,  and  also  worked  in  a  general  merchan¬ 
dise  store.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  all 
his  patriotic  impulses  marshaled  him  off  to  the  seat 
of  the  conflict,  following  his  enlistment  in  Company 
A,  121st  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry.  He 
was  cited  for  bravery  under  fire,  and  was  wounded 
in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and  Gettysburg. 
He  was  advanced  to  the  post  of  major  and  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  2 1st  United  States  Infantry.. 

Leaving  the  trappings  and  panoplies  of  warfare 
for  the  habiliments  of  peace,  Major  McDowell 
entered  with  great  zeal  the  realm  of  business  and 
the  field  of  politics.  He  became  the  owner  and 
editor  of  the  “Venango  Citizen,”  a  weekly  news¬ 
paper  published  in  Franklin.  In  1870  he  disposed 
of  his  interest  in  the  paper  and  moved  to  Sharon. 
There  D.  C.  Strawbridge  had  opened  a  private 
banking  house  in  1868,  and  in  1870  it  passed  to  the 
control  of  James  Bleakley,  his  son,  and  Major 
McDowell.  In  1873  Major  McDowell  acquired 


full  ownership  of  the  bank,  and  in  1907  he  received 
a  national  banking  charter  as  the  McDowell  Na¬ 
tional  Bank.  In  1892  he  was  elected  Congressman- 
at-Large  from  Pennsylvania.  In  1894  he  was 
chosen  clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  at 
Washington,  which  position  he  held  for  eighteen 
years.  He  stood  high  in  the  educational  circles 
of  Sharon  and  was  treasurer  of  the  town’s  School 
Board  for  forty  years.  He  was  the  Supreme 
Treasurer  of  the  Protected  Home  Circle  and 
president  of  the  National  Bank  of  Sharon.  By 
reason  of  his  local,  State  and  national  activities 
in  political  matters  of  large  import,  he  became  one 
of  the  best-known  Republican  leaders  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  took  an  active  part  in  every  major 
political  campaign  from  the  presidential  campaign 
for  Lincoln  for  President  until  death  removed  the 
major  from  the  scenes  of  many  a  bitter  contest  and 
well-won  victory.  His  reputation  as  a  politician  of 
the  desirable  sort  became  nation-wide  ere  he  died. 

Major  McDowell  was  a  director  in  the  Mahon¬ 
ing  and  Shenango  Electric  Company,  the  Sharon 
Water  Works  Company,  and  many  other  concerns 
in  that  section.  He  was  affiliated  with  Sharon 
Lodge,  No.  250,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Norman  Chapter,  No.  244,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Rebekah  Commandery,  No.  50,  Knights  Templar; 
Sharon  Lodge,  No.  103,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks ;  Sharon  Lodge,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows;  the  Protected  Home  Circle; 
Post  No.  254  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic;  the 
Veteran  Legion ;  and  the  National  Gridiron  Club 
of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

Major  McDowell  married,  in  Franklin,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  1867,  Clara  Bleakley,  daughter  of  James 
Bleakley.  Their  children:  1.  James  P.  2.  Harry 
B.  3.  Commander  Willis,  of  the  United  States 
Navy.  4.  Mrs.  Edward  Buchholz.  5.  Mary  Mc¬ 
Dowell.  6.  Mrs.  Glen  Carley. 

Major  McDowell  was  one  of  those  rare  souls 
that  possess  the  faculty  of  making  and  retaining 
innumerable  friendships  of  the  enduring  sort  all 
along  life’s  highway.  His  genial  spirit  often  found 
expression  in  his  witticisms,  while  he  was  prac¬ 
tically  always  in  good  humor.  He  was  thoroughly 
domestic  in  his  habits  and  devoted  to  his  family 
and  their  welfare.  He  was  generous  to  a  degree, 
and  from  his  large  means  was  always  ready  to 
bestow  financial  relief  upon  the  needy  of  the 
deserving  type. 
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ALEXANDER  RALPH  MOORHEAD,  edi¬ 
tor  of  “The  Indiana  Progress,”  was  born  in 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  March  28,  1876,  and  has 
spent  practically  all  his  life  in  the  printing  and 
newspaper  business  in  his  native  county.  He  is 
a  son  of  the  late  Alexander  T.  and  Margaret  A. 
(Speedy)  Moorhead,  both  lifelong  residents  of 
Indiana  County. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  distirct 
and  the  Indiana  State  Normal  School,  and  entered 
the  printing  business  early  in  life.  He  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics,  and  is  identified  with  the  business 
and  service  organizations  of  Indiana.  His  reli¬ 
gious  association  is  with  the  First  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  Mr.  Moorhead  is  a  member  of 
the  Indiana  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Mer¬ 
chants’  Auxiliary  of  that  organization.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Indiana  Rotary  Club,  a 
member  of  the  Cosmopolitan  Club  and  the  Indiana 
Country  Club.  During  the  Spanish-American  War 
he  served  in  Company  F,  Fifth  Regiment,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Volunteers,  with  the  rating  of  corporal. 

Mr.  Moorhead  was  united  in  marriage  to  Anna 
M.  Daugherty,  of  Indiana,  in  1913.  They  have 
one  son,  Ralph  Moorhead,  Jr.,  born  July  2,  1918. 


CLIFFORD  C.  DINSMORE— One  of  the 
best  liked  men  in  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  is  Clif¬ 
ford  C.  Dinsmore,  proprietor  of  a  substantial 
business  dealing  in  men’s  and  boy’s  clothing  and 
furnishings,  and  intimately  identified  with  business 
and  civic  enterprise  in  Indiana.  He  is  a  son  of  Rob¬ 
ert  W.  and  Jennie  H.  (Heasley)  Dinsmore,  his 
mother,  a  native  of  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  still 
living.  His  father  was  born  in  Kittanning  in 
1839,  died  in  1917,  and  was  a  prominent  banker 
of  Punxsutawney,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  Civil  War 
veteran  of  Company  K,  having'  served  at  one  time 
as  head  of  the  Union  Veterans’  League. 

Clifford  C.  Dinsmore  was  born  in  Punxsutawney, 
May  29,  1880.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  in  business  schools.  He  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  business  since  he  left 
school,  having  embarked  upon  his  present  business 
in  1913,  under  the  firm  name  of  Dinsmore  Broth¬ 
ers,  dealers  in  men’s  and  boys’  clothing.  Later 
Mr.  Dinsmore  acquired  full  control  and  changed 
the  name,  doing  business  at  present  under  his  own 
name  in  the  largest  store  of  its  kind  in  Indiana. 
Mr.  Dinsmore  is  in  the  forefront  of  practically 
every  civic  movement  in  Indiana.  At  present  he 


holds  the  office  of  president  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association,  and  he  is  also  president  of 
the  Merchants’  Retail  Association  and  president 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis,  Cosmopolitan  and 
Indiana  Country  clubs;  and  fraternally  affiliated 
with  Blue  Lodge,  No.  313,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  He  also  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans  and  the  Junior  Order  United  American 
Mechanics.  During  the  World  War  he  worked  on 
all  the  patriotic  drives.  He  is  a  Republican  by 
political  affiliation. 

Mr.  Dinsmore  married,  in  1914,  Abbie  Obright,  a 
native  of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Robert  and  Theresa  Victoria  Obright.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dinsmore  have  two  children :  Bruce  H., 
born  September  18,  1915,  and  Doris  T.,  born  April 
17,  1921. 


ROBERT  HASTIE  RAY— With  the  inbred 
qualifications  of  a  newspaper  man  whose  treat¬ 
ment  of  present-day  journalism  fully  measures  up 
to  the  demands  of  the  time  and  the  hour,  Robert 
Hastie  Ray,  managing  editor  of  the  Indiana  “Eve¬ 
ning  Gazette,”  of  Indiana,  directs  upon  a  broad 
basis  and  with  practical  vision  the  increasing  in¬ 
terests  of  a  newspaper  whose  popularity  as  to  all 
its  features  is  acknowledged  in  the  wide  field  in 
which  it  circulates.  Mr.  Ray  is  a  son  of  Robert 
Nelson  and  Bell  Hastie  Ray. 

After  graduating  from  the  public  schools,  he 
entered  upon  his  newspaper  career  with  the  “Ga¬ 
zette”  in  1912,  and  his  career  has  been  one  of 
distinguished  success. 

The  history  of  the  publication  of  which  Mr. 
Ray  is  the  managing  editor  is  of  special  interest 
to  Pennsylvania  journalism.  The  Indiana  County 
“Gazette,”  now  known  as  the  Indiana  “Evening 
Gazette,”  was  established  August  13,  1890,  in  In¬ 
diana,  with  Warner  H.  Bell  as  manager  and 
editor,  and  from  the  •  beginning  this  was  in  every 
sense  a  progressive  newspaper ;  for  with  the  need 
of  another  paper  in  the  county  at  a  popular  price 
as  an  imperative  issue,  the  “Gazette”  entered  the 
field  at  the  subscription  price  of  one  dollar  a 
year.  For  many  years  the  headquarters  of  the 
publication  was  in  the  building  now  known  as  the 
Montgomery  Hotel,  on  Philadelphia  Street ;  and 
after  leaving  the  Philadelphia  Street  building  the 
“Gazette”  was  printed  in  the  building  that  is  now 
occcupied  by  the  Huntingdon  &  Clearfield  Tele- 
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phone  Company,  on  Carpenter  Avenue,  and  several 
years  later  it  removed  to  its  own  new  home  at  the 
corner  of  Carpenter  Street  and  Gompers  Avenue. 

On  April  20,  1892,  Warner  H.  Bell  retired  as  the 
editor,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Emery  W.  Bart¬ 
lett,  who  also  retired  March  8,  1893,  when  Walter 
H  Jackson  was  elected  editor;  and  from  that  time 
until  1913,  Mr.  Jackson  presided  over  the  editorial 
department,  when  he  severed  his  connection  with 
this  newspaper  to  enter  upon  another  field  of  activ¬ 
ity  in  Pittsburgh.  It  so  happened  that  at  just  that 
time  the  financial  situation  of  the  “Gazette”  was 
considered  rather  precarious,  and  on  July  1,  1912, 
the  plant  was  taken  over  from  the  stockholders 
by  Robert  Nelson  Ray.  His  son,  Robert  Hastie 
Ray,  was  installed  as  manager  and  editor,  and  in 
1916,  two  other  sons  of  Mr.  Ray,  N.  DeWitt  Ray 
and  B.  Dwight  Ray,  became  associated  with  the 
enterprise.  As  a  result,  a  new  life  was  thus  in¬ 
jected  into  the  newspaper,  and  within  a  year  or  two 
a  solid  financial  basis  had  been  established;  there¬ 
with,  from  that  time,  the  advancement  of  the 
“Gazette”  in  its  broad  field  of  journalism  has  been 
steady  and  consistent,  and  as  a  purveyor  of  the 
news  it  is  held  in  greatest  admiration  by  its  hosts 
of  friends.  At  the  present  time  the  subscription 
lists  number  some  8,000  names. 

In  1903  the  Indiana  Publishing  Company,  pub¬ 
lishers  of  the  “County  Gazette,”  inaugurated  the 
first  of  what  continues  to  be  the  only  daily  news¬ 
paper  in  Indiana  County,  namely,  the  Indiana 
“Evening  Gazette.”  On  January  1,  1913,  the  two 
newspapers  were  consolidated,  and  the  publication 
is  now  known  as  the  Indiana  “Evening  Gazette.” 
Many  long  strides  forward  have  been  made  by 
the  “Gazette”  since  its  inception,  and  it  now  pre¬ 
sents  through  its  up-to-date  equipment  a  modern 
newspaper,  complete  in  every  detail,  its  present 
home  first  being  occcupied  on  December  1,  1916. 
Late  model  linotypes  are  in  use  in  the  composition 
of  news  and  advertising  material ;  and  a  monotype 
is  used  for  the  making  of  type  to  suit  particular 
needs  of  the  advertisers.  A  complete  stereotype 
equipment  is  located  in  the  press  room,  where 
the  daily  edition  is  printed  on  a  Hoe  press  of  large 
capacity.  Also,  in  connection  with  the  newspaper, 
the  “Gazette”  conducts  a  stationery  and  book  store 
and  a  job  printing  department,  thus  filling  an¬ 
other  requirement  of  the  business  and  social  life 
of  the  city. 
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DANIEL  RITTER,  M.  D. — A  prime  mover 
in  almost  every  form  of  important;  business  enter¬ 
prise  in  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  and  vicinity,  is 
Daniel  Ritter,  president  of  the  Citizens’  National 
Bank  and  executive  of  many  other  organizations. 
Daniel  Ritter  was  born  at  McCoysville,  Juniata 
County,  Pennsylvania,  on  September  5,  1889,  son 
of  Benjamin  H.  Ritter,  a  physician  of  Juniata 
County,  and  his  wife,  Jennie  B.  (Howell)  Ritter, 
who  died  in  1920. 

Daniel  Ritter  was  educated  in  the  local  public 
schools,  under  private  tutors,  and  at  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  College  at  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania.  His 
medical  training  was  acquired  at  the  Medico-Chi- 
rurgical  College  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  received 
his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  with  the  class  of 
1912.  Dr.  Ritter  began  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  at  Punxsutawney  and  continued  to  devote 
all  his  time  to  it  until  1917,  when  he  became  a  coal 
operator  there.  Moving  to  Indiana  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  he  established  a  practice  there  and  became 
interested  also  in  banking,  continuing  his  activi¬ 
ties  in  the  coal  industry  as  well.  He  was  soon 
elected  president  of  the  Citizens’  Bank;  and  he 
is  now  president  of  the  Punxiana  Coal  and  Coke 
Company,  and  the  Indiana  Investment  Company, 
and  director  of  the  Indiana  Deposit  Bank  and  the 
Indiana  Securities  Company,  as  well  as  of  several 
others.  He  has  been  instrumental  in  founding 
various  coal  enterprises  as  well  as  in  helping  pro¬ 
mote  many  important  commercial  propositions. 

Dr.  Ritter  is  a  Republican  in  politics ;  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  No.  312,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  During  the  World  War  he  was 
very  active  in  membership  and  contribution  drives 
for  the  American  Red  Cross.  He  is  a  member  of 
many  local  clubs,  and  of  the  Duquesne  Club  of 
Pittsburgh ;  the  Pittsburgh  Athletic  Association ; 
and  the  Country  Club  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania. 
He  is  a  communicant  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Ritter  married,  in  1924,  Mary  G.  McCarthy, 
of  Jenkintown,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  J.  E. 
and  Mary  Gertrude  McCarthy.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rit¬ 
ter  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Mary  Louise, 
born  February  2,  1925. 


WALLACE  C.  CHAPMAN — Accomplished 
in  the  study  and  practice  of  law,  and  with  a  train¬ 
ing  and  experience  that  have  brought  him  into 
active  contact  and  participation  with  many  of  the 
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leading  legal  issues  of  Indiana  County,  Mr.  Chap¬ 
man  has  a  prominent  standing  in  the  varied  inter¬ 
ests  of  his  profession;  and  with  his  offices  estab¬ 
lished  in  Indiana  from  the  time  of  his  admission 
to  the  bar,  he  is  well-esteemed  for  his  abilities, 
as  well  as  for  the  excellent  type  of  his  citizenship. 
He  is  a  son  of  James  Chapman,  a  farmer,  who 
died  April  26,  1922,  and  of  Sarah  (Elkin)  Chap¬ 
man,  who  died  March  31,  1922,  both  parents  na¬ 
tives  of  County  Tyrone,  in  Ireland. 

Wallace  C.  Chapman  was  born  March  11,  1879, 
in  Indiana  County,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  and  graduated  from  the  Indiana  State  Nor¬ 
mal  School  in  the  class  of  1899,  afterwards  taking 
an  uncompleted  course  at  Dickinson  Law  School, 
with  the  class  of  1903.  Mr.  Chapman  studied  law 
in  the  office  of  Langham  &  Elkin,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1906.  Beginning  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Indiana  in  1906,  he  has  so  continued  in 
his  own  name  to  the  present  time  as  a  general 
law  practitioner  with  his  offices  in  the  Savings  and 
Trust  Bank  Building.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  allegiance,  and  with  his  vote  and  influence 
supports  the  principles  of  his  party. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Chapman  is  affiliated  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Lodge  No.  313;  with 
New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  thirty-second  degree;  and  Jaffa  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  For  sixteen  years  Mr. 
Chapman  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  Indiana,  and  he  has  been  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  School  of  that  church  many  years; 
he  has  given  a  great  deal  of  time  to  church  work. 

Wallace  C.  Chapman  married,  August  31,  1904, 
Lottie  C.  Smith,  and  their  children  are:  Martha 
B.,  born  September  18,  1908;  Charlotte  S.,  born 
June  n,  1912;  Ethel  L.,  born  August  14,  1915; 
and  Wallace  S.,  bom  May  15,  1921. 


JABEZ  ROGERSON  was  born  in  North- 
Allerton,  Yorkshire,  England,  on  June  9,  1846. 
At  the  age  of  eleven  he  sailed  with  his  family  for 
Canada,  where  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
1866  Mr.  Rogerson  enlisted  with  the  Seaforth 
Company  of  volunteers  to  protect  the  Canadian 
border  from  invasion  by  the  Fenians.  He  served 
nine  months  with  this  company  and  subsequently 
was  the  recipient  of  a  British  medal.  He  was 
very  proud  of  this  medal,  and  often  related  the 


experiences  he  had  gained  at  this  time.  In  Blythe, 
Ontario,  on  October  21,  1874,  Margaret  Irwin  be¬ 
came  his  bride,  and  shortly  afterward  the  couple 
came  to  the  Pennsylvania  oil  regions.  They  lived 
in  Tidioute  and  Edenburg,  early  centers  of  the 
petroleum  industry.  The  year  1878  brought  the 
family  to  Bradford,  the  metropolis  of  the  oil  coun¬ 
try.  Mr.  Rogerson  made  his  home  in  Bradford 
until  his  death  on  December  13,  1924.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rogerson  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  an¬ 
niversary  in  Bradford.  Mr.  Rogerson  had  trav¬ 
elled  extensively  in  this  and  other  countries.  He 
was  a  man  of  unusual  ability,  and  had  engaged 
for  many  years  in  the  oil  business.  His  friends 
were  legion,  and  he  was  held  in  high  esteem  by 
everyone  who  knew  him.  He  was  sympathetic, 
genial,  staunch  and  true.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Bradford,  and  the  local 
lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogerson  were  born  two 
daughters  and  one  son,  Jabez  Glenn,  who  died  in 
1890.  Mrs.  Rogerson  and  the  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
C.  Duane  Cobb,  of  Oakland,  California,  and  Mrs. 
Harve  J.  Sturdevant,  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania, 
survive  him. 


FRANKLIN  SANSOM — All  his  life  an  editor 
and  writer  for  the  press,  Franklin  Sansom,  of 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  varied  the  tedium  by  serv¬ 
ing  as  postmaster  in  the  Cleveland  administra¬ 
tion.  He  was  born  in  McConnellsburg,  Fulton 
County,  Pennsylvania,  August  8,  1852.  His 

father  was  James  B.  Sansom,  of  Bedford, 
Pennsylvania,  engaged  in  newspaper  work  through¬ 
out  his  life.  He  founded  the  Bedford  “Gazette,” 
and  the  “Democrat,”  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  a  veteraji  of  the  Civil  War,  fighting  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  died  in  In¬ 
diana  in  1869.  His  wife,  Sarah  A.  (Leader)  San¬ 
som,  of  Bedford,  died  in  1871  in  Indiana. 

Franklin  Sansom  attended  the  public  schools 
and  the  State  Normal  School  at  Indiana.  He 
joined  his  father  in  newspaper  work  early  in  life, 
and  has  followed  it  ever  since.  President  Cleve¬ 
land  appointed  him  postmaster  of  Indiana  to  suc¬ 
ceed  R.  C.  Taylor.  He  was  also  secretary  to  the 
Indiana  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  a  number  of 
years.  The  “Democrat,”  a  weekly  newspaper,  of 
which  he  is  sole  owner  and  editor,  was  founded  by 
his  father,  James  B.  Sansom,  in  1862.  It  was  con- 
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tinued  by  him  until  his  death  in  1869,  when  the  son, 
Franklin  Sansom,  took  up  the  work  and  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  present  time.  He  possessed  a  ready 
and  facile  pen,  and  his  editorial  work  in  his 
younger  days  attracted  attention  throughout 
Western  Pennsylvania,  a  time  when  the  daily 
newspapers  were  comparatively  few,  and  the 
weekly  press  enjoyed  the  services  of  many  famous 
pens.  The  name  of  the  paper,  “The  Democrat,” 
never  has  been  changed  in  any  way.  The  original 
publication  office  was  on  Sixth  Street;  but  the 
paper  has  appeared  from  the  present  address  since 
1862,  a  period  of  sixty-three  years.  The  news¬ 
paper  consists  of  eight  pages  of  six  columns  each, 
and  its  circulation,  exceeding  1,200,  carries  it  to 
every  part  of  Indiana  County.  A  commercial 
printing  establishment  is  connected  with  it,  where 
books  are  printed  and  published  and  a  large  job 
business  done,  under  the  management  and  sole 
ownership  of  Mr.  Sansom. 

Mr.  Sansom  is  a  Democrat  in  politics;  a  member 
of  the  Indiana  Lodge,  No.  313  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  a  Past  Master  by  service.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  ;  of  the  Cosmopolitan  Club,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  until  recently  a  member  of  sev¬ 
eral  other  clubs  and  organizations.  In  religion  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Sansom  was  married,  in  1871,  to  Katharine 
Metz,  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Mary  (Young)  Metz.  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  children :  James  B.,  a  graduate  of  Prince¬ 
ton  University  and  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish-Amer- 
ican  War;  and  Mary  Edna,  who  married  Charles 
H.  Haney  and  lives  in  Indiana. 


JOHN  REID,  president  of  the  Oil  City 
Chamber  of  Commerce  (1925)  and  prominently  as¬ 
sociated  with  practically  every  enterprise  for  the 
uplift  of  the  community,  was  born  in  New  York 
City  January  7,  1874,  of  Scottish  parentage,  during 
a  period  when  the  father’s  business  associations 
called  the  family  to  America  for  a  time.  His  boy¬ 
hood  days  were  spent  in  Ayrshire,  where  the  fam¬ 
ilies  of  both  parents,  David  and  Isabelle  (McKee) 
Reid,  belonged  to  Scotland’s  best.  At  the  age  of 
five  years  he  came  back  to  America  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  where  he  received  a  preliminary  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  subsequently  a  more 
thorough  preparation  for  his  life  work  at  Cooper 
Institute,  New  York. 


When  but  fourteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the 
employ  of  his  uncle,  Joseph  Reid,  whose  inventions 
and  services  to  modern  industry  have  not  only 
made  the  name  of  Oil  City  famous  throughout 
the  world,  but  have  also  long  since  marked  a  dis¬ 
tinct  advance  which  will  always  be  associated  with 
his  name,  especially  the  Reid  Gas  Engine  and  the 
Reid  Eccentric  Power ;  and  since  the  Joseph  Reid 
inventions  for  oil  and  gas  wells  have  been  used  for 
many  years  on  every  known  oil  field,  Mr.  Reid  has 
travelled  extensively,  an  advantage  that  has  greatly 
strengthened  his  keen  intellect  and  has  aided  in 
developing  a  finely-balanced  nature. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  uncle,  in  1917,  Mr.  Reid 
became  vice-president  and  superintendent  of  this 
extensive  plant,  with  headquarters  in  Oil  City,  and 
has  given  proof  of  possessing  the  distinctive  char¬ 
acteristics  which  have  made  the  name  of  Reid  so 
weighty  in  industrial  and  philanthropic  centers  for 
the  past  fifty  years. 

On  July  16,  1902,  Mr.  Reid  married  Maude 
Tome,  a  trained  nurse  of  ability  whose  gifts  and 
educational  advantages  had  well  fitted  her  to  be¬ 
come  the  wife  of  a  leading  citizen.  To  them  have 
been  born  the  following  children  :  1.  George  Lundy, 
August  24,  1903,  a  student  at  Allegheny  College. 
2.  John  McKee,  born  July  27,  1908.  3.  Jean 
Esther  Tome,  born  October  9,  1910.  4.  Margaret 
Dunbar,  born  September  19,  1915.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Reid,  as  well  as  their  children  are  members 
of  Christ  Episcopal  Church,  where  Mr.  Reid  has 
served  as  vestryman.  In  addition  to  this  he  is  an 
active  Rotarian  and  has  served  as  president  of 
the  club. 

Mrs.  Reid  is  an  active  member  of  the  Woman’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  the  Belles  Lettres 
Club;  the  Red  Cross;  a  charter  member  of  the 
Young  Women’s  Christian  Association,  now  serv¬ 
ing  as  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  directors ; 
and  the  Tidioute  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Revolution,  claiming  her  right  to  membership 
to  the  last  through  descent  from  Stephen  Wilcox, 
of  Busti,  New  York;  John  Gibbs,  of  New  Jersey; 
and  Jacob  Tomb  (Tome),  of  Pennsylvania.  All  her 
family  lines  in  America  antedate  the  American  Rev¬ 
olution.  In  1676,  one  hundred  years  before  the  Dec¬ 
laration  of  Independence,  Richard  (1)  Lundy,  foun¬ 
der  of  the  Lundy  family  in  America,  and  a  Friend 
came  to  Massachusetts,  where  he  remained  until 
1682,  when  he  embarked  for  Pennsylvania,  where, 
in  1688,  William  Penn  confirmed  to  him  1,000 
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acres  of  land  in  Bucks  County.  From  him  are 
descended  the  various  branches  in  New  Jersey  (of 
whom  his  son,  Judge  Samuel  Lundy,  was  the  an¬ 
cestor  of  Mrs.  Reid),  Virginia,  Pennsylvania  and 
Ontario,  one  of  the  last  being  the  historic  Lundy’s 
Lane,  which  was  settled  by  William  Lundy,  the 
United  Empire  Loyalist.  In  later  years  we  find 
numbered  among  her  family  lines  the  Lyons, 
Larges,  Bennets,  Schneiders,  Yaunts,  and  Tombs 
(Tomes)  in  Pennsylvania;  the  Willsons,  Parkers, 
Holloways,  Schooleys  and  Gibbs,  New  Jersey;  the 
Swayzes,  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island ;  and 
the  Stebbins,  Aikens,  Kronkhyte  and  Wilcoxes  of 
Connecticut  and  New  York. 

In  1829,  William  Gibbs,  son  of  John  Gibbs,  the 
Revolutionary  patriot,  removed  to  Corydon,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  became  a  leading  citizen  of  the 
community.  In  1834  his  daughter  Cynthia  became 
the  wife  of  Benjamin  Tome,  a  young  and  enter¬ 
prising  gentleman  who,  when  a  lad,  had  removed  to 
that  section  with  his  father,  Phillip  Tome,  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  upper  Allegheny  region,  who 
had  sought  his  fortune  in  the  primeval  forests, 
bringing  with  him  his  father’s  rifle,  which  had  been 
used  during  the  Revolutionary  conflict,  but  which 
was  then  used  for  hunting  purposes.  Phillip  Tome 
became  a  well-known  lumberman  and  a  leader  in 
every  local  enterprise  for  the  uplift  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  One  of  his  near  kinsfolk,  the  late  Jacob 
Tome,  Jr.,  was  the  founder  of  Tome  School,  Port 
Deposit,  Maryland,  which  was  the  most  largely 
endowed  school  in  the  United  States  at  the  time  of 
its  erection. 

Upon  the  death  of  Chief  Cornplanter,  gratefully 
remembered  for  his  remarkable  service  for  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Union  as 
well,  Phillip  Tome  was  given  the  power  to  act 
as  attorney  for  the  heirs  of  that  historic  Indian 
leader.  It  had  been  the  fond  wish  of  the  chief 
that  his  eldest  son,  Henry  O’Bail,  should  be  able 
to  teach  the  Indians  how  to  adapt  themselves  to 
new  conditions,  and  for  that  purpose  sent  him  to 
Europe  to  be  educated.  But  the  career  of  Henry 
after  his  return  hom«  greatly  disappointed  the  old 
chieftain,  so  much  so  that  he  refused  to  have  his 
other  children  educated.  So  when  the  father  died 
his  heirs  found  it  necessary  to  secure  some  one 
whom  they  could  fully  trust  to  take  charge  of  their 
business  affairs.  This  they  did  by  selecting  Mr. 
Tome,  who  was  recognized  as  a  gentleman  of 
integrity  and  fine  business  ability,  as  well  as  a 


friend  of  their  father,  having  taken  him  on  a  visit 
to  Washington  when  the  National  Capital  was  at 
Philadelphia.  The  original  document  authorizing 
such  right,  dated  February  28,  1838,  is  still  legible 
except  the  first  paragraph,  which  is  missing,  and  is 
in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Reid,  which  is  as  follows : 

Therefore  having  been  acquainted  with  Phillip 
Tome  for  several  years  past,  and  found  him  to 
be  our  helper  in  every  time  of  need,  therefore  we 
do  authorize  and  appoint  the  said  Phillip  Tome 
of  the  town  of  Corydon,  county  of  McKean  and 
State  aforesaid,  to  be  our  lawful  agent  and 
attorney,  to  appear  and  answer  all  suits  of  law 
now  pending  in  any  of  the  courts  of  this  State 
against  the  estate  of  John  O’Bail  deceased,  or 
any  that  may  be  brought  against  the  said  estate 
and  further  authorize  the  said  Tome  to  settle 
all  our  accounts,  receive  all  sums  of  money  and 
pay  our  moneys  for  use,  and  settle  our  unset¬ 
tled  business  the  same  as  we  should  ourselves,  giv¬ 
ing  and  granting  unto  our  said  attorney  by  these 
presents,  our  full  and  whole  power  and  authority 
in  the  premises  to  have  use  and  take  all  lawful 
ways  and  means  in  our  names  to  accomplish  such 
settlements — and  to  give  such  discharges  and  re¬ 
ceipts  as  is  necessary  to  cancel  all  demands  of 
whatsoever  name  or  nature  the  same  as  we 
should  do  if  we  were  present  ourselves  for  which 
purpose  we  have  heretofore  set  our  hands  and 
seals  this  28th  day  of  February,  1838. 

Signed,  Charles  (x  his  mark)  O'Bail, 

Polly  (x  her  mark)  Logan, 

Esther  (x  her  mark)  Pierce, 
Abraham  (x  his  mark)  Silverheels, 
Attest:  Sewall  Fisher. 

In  1840  Phillip  Tome  published  a  book  which 
he  had  written,  “Thirty  Years  As  a  Hunter.”  An 
interesting  item  in  that  quaint  old  volume  which 
is  now  valued  at  $125  per  copy,  is  that  the  rifles, 
powder,  etc.,  used  by  him  in  his  first  attempt  at 
hunting  in  Central  Pennsylvania,  were  “left  overs” 
from  the  Revolutionary  War,  which  had  come  into 
the  possession  of  his  father,  Jacob  Tome,  while  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia.  George  Lundy 
Tome,  a  grandson  of  Mr.  Tome  and  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Reid  is  still  living  in  Corydon,  Pennsylvania, 
although  he  has  long  since  reached  his  allotted 
three  score  years  and  ten.  Ida  Jean  (Wilcox) 
Reid,  his  wife,  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Reid,  died  in 
1912  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  having  for  many  years 
shared  with  her  husband  the  honor  and  respect  of 
the  entire  community.  Her  father,  Stephen  P. 
Wilcox,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army  during 
the  Civil  War,  being  a  member  of  the  148th  New 
York  Infantry,  and  died  at  Hatcher’s  Run,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  within  six  weeks  of  his  enlistment 
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JOHN  H.  HILL— A  lawyer  of  the  old  school, 
nothing  more,  John  H.  Hill,  of  Indiana,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  is  in  active  practice  of  his  profession, 
fifty  years  after  his  admisson  to  the  bar.  Mr.  Hill 
was  born  in  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania, 
October  2,  1848.  His  father,  Daniel  Hill,  was  a 
millwright  by  trade ;  he  died  in  1879 ;  his  mother, 
Eliza  (Trimble)  Hill,  of  Westmoreland  County, 
died  in  1866. 

John  H.  Hill  attended  the  public  school  and  a 
select  school.  He  was  graduated  from  Chrystie 
Academy,  and  from  Washington  and  Lee  Univer¬ 
sity,  in  the  class  of  1874,  when  he  received  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  Indiana  County  in  1875,  and  since  that 
time  has  continued  in  the  general  practice  of  law 
under  his  own  name.  Although  his  practice  would 
be  described  as  general  in  scope,  Mr.  Hill  special¬ 
izes  in  Orphans’  Court  work.  He  holds  a  high 
reputation  among  the  ablest  lawyers  of  Indiana 
County.  He  was  for  a  term  of  years  the  second 
vice-president  of  the  Clymer  Water  Company.  He 
is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  at  present  holds  the 
office  of  register  of  births  and  deaths.  He  is  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  having  served  in  Com¬ 
pany  K,  88th  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  en¬ 
listed,  in  1864,  as  a  private,  and  so  continued  to 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  has  served  as  com¬ 
mander  of  the  local  Grand  Army  Post,  and  has 
been  a  delegate  to  various  State  and  National  en¬ 
campments.  In  religion  he  is  a  Presbyterian. 

Mr.  Hill  was  married,  in  1873,  to  Mary  Elizabeth 
Kinports,  of  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  David  and  Mary  (Barnhart)  Kinports.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hill  are  parents  of  Don  J.  Hill,  who 
served  in  the  Spanish-American  War  as  a  first 
lieutenant.  He  has  one  child,  Harvey  J.  Hill. 
Mr.  Hill’s  address  is  Indiana,  Pennsylvania. 


ANDY  J.  SEDWICK,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  well 
known  young  medical  men  of  Armstrong  County, 
who  has  been  practising  in  Kittanning  since  1915, 
is  a  son  of  William  George  and  Jane  L.  (Weeter) 
Sedwick,  both  natives  of  Clarion  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Dr.  Sedwick’s  father  is  a  contractor 
and  builder. 

Andy  J.  Sedwick  was  born  near  Bruin,  North 
Butler  County,  July  27,  1889.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Kittanning,  Kittanning  High 
School,  and  medical  college  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in 


the  class  of  1914.  Dr.  Sedwick  interned  for  a 
year  at  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Hospital  in 
Pittsburgh,  and  he  also  took  a  short  course  in  sur¬ 
gery  at  the  Rockefeller  Institute.  Since  1915 
he  has  practiced  in  Kittanning,  where  he1  is  on  the 
staff  of  the  Kittanning  Hospital  and  has  a  sub¬ 
stantial  private  practice.  During  the  World  War 
Dr.  Sedwick  served  in  the  United  States  Army 
Medical  Corps,  on  the  surgical  staff  from  March, 
1918,  to  June,  1919,  eight  months  of  this  time  be¬ 
ing  spent  overseas  with  the  American  Expedi¬ 
tionary  Forces.  Dr.  Sedwick  held  the  rank  of 
captain  in  the  army.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
the  American  Legion,  a  member  of  the  Kittanning 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Rotary  Club,  and 
holds  membership  in  the  Armstrong  County  and 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  societies  and  in  the  Phi 
Chi  fraternity.  His  religious  connections  are  with 
the  Methodist  Church.  Dr.  Sedwick  is  fond  of 
outdoor  life  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  all  kinds 
of  sports. 

Dr..  Sedwick  married,  in  1915,  Laura  Himes,  a 
native  of  Bethlehem,  Qarion  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  they  have  two  children :  Sidney  George 
and  Ruth  Jane. 


DR.  DAVID  EARL  VOGAN— Foremost 
among  the  physicians  of  Mercer,  Pennsylvania, 
whose  high  aim  is  service  to  the  Commonwealth, 
stands  Dr.  David  Earl  Vogan,  a  practitioner  of 
materia  medica  since  his  graduation  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pittsburgh  in  1912.  Reared  and  educated 
within  his  native  Keystone  State,  Dr.  Vogan  has 
always  been  a  thinker,  and  his  thinking  has  gen¬ 
erally  been  followed  up  by  action.  Having  a 
keen  and  far  vision,  he  decided  early  in  his  ca¬ 
reer  that  there  was  a  great  opportunity  for  ser¬ 
vice,  for  the  man  who  could  find  it,  beyond  and 
above  the  radius  of  an  office  practice,  and  the  re¬ 
sult  of  this  thinking  has  culminated  in  his  present 
broad  field  of  usefulness.  Seeing  the  need  of  bet¬ 
ter  conditions  for  the  treatment  of  certain  dis¬ 
eases,  Dr.  Vogan,  through  a  special  bill  passed 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  of  1925,  was  en¬ 
abled  to  purchase  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
the  property  known  as  the  Mercer  Cottage  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  since  coming  into  possession  of  this 
estate,  he  has  spared  no  effort  or  expense  in  im¬ 
proving  it,  and  making  it  into  a  completely  mod¬ 
ern  and  up-to-date  sanitorium.  He  started  out  in 
his  career  as  many  another  young  doctor,  content 
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at  first  with  an  office  practice.  But  his  keen  men¬ 
tality  constantly  prodded  him  to  effort  and  greater 
action,  and  when  he  saw  the  opportunity  before 
him,  he  let  no  hindrance  stand  in  his  way.  This 
great  work  that  is  being  forwarded  and  performed 
by  Dr.  Vogan  is  not  the  result  of  spasmodic 
thinking.  He  stands  where  he  is  to-day  because 
of  the  great  power  that  he  has  developed,  un¬ 
doubtedly  in  part  from  his  early  propensities  and 
potentialities,  of  concentrated  thinking  and  of  med¬ 
itation,  until  these  powers  have  become  forces  in 
his  character  that  have  moved  him  to  action.  All 
great  accomplishments  in  the  world’s  history  have 
been  the  result  of  thought,  for  it  is  that  that  di¬ 
rects  all  action  that  leads  to  a  goal  and  useful¬ 
ness.  “The  mind  guides”  has  been  said,  and 
further :  “To  be  a  power  in  the  world  a  man  must 
radiate  vital  energy  to  those  with  whom  he  comes 
in  contact.”  Dr.  Vogan  has  these  mental  and  vital 
qualities,  and  he  has  indeed  attained  a  success 
that  serves  humanity  as  well  as  himself. 

Dr.  David  E.  Vogan  was  born  October  19,  1888, 
at  Mechanicville,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Edward 
F.  and  Josephine  (Hoffman)  Vogan,  his  father 
being  a  merchant  in  the  town  and  a  man  well 
thought  of  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  son  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  high  school 
of  Sandy  Lake.  In  1908  he  graduated  from  the 
Sandy  Lake  Institute  and  took  his  medical  degree 
four  years  later  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh. 
Dr.  Vogan  is  a  man  of  wide  vision,  and  very  early  in 
his  career  decided  to  branch  out  from  the  mere 
practice  of  his  profession,  buying,  as  above  stated, 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  property 
known  as  Mercer  Cottage  Hospital,  a  special  bill 
having  been  passed  by  the  Legislature  in  1925. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  sites  for  a  hos¬ 
pital  in  America,  standing  on  the  crest  of  a  ma¬ 
jestic  hill  overlooking  the  city  of  Mercer  and  the 
surrounding  country;  the  spacious  grounds  are 
shaded  with  beautiful  trees  and  the  lawns  and 
shrubbery  are  wonderful.  Dr.  Vogan  has  already 
made  vast  improvements  throughout,  and  his  plans 
for  the  future  are  comprehensive  and  far-reach¬ 
ing.  It  is  his  belief  that  modern  methods  of  busi¬ 
ness  efficiency  can  and  should  be  applied  to  the 
management  of  institutions  for  the  sick.  He  will 
not  rest  content  until  his  hospital  is  modern  and 
scientific  throughout,  and  already  the  confidence 
of  the  public  has  been  placed  in  him.  There  is 
rarely  a  vacancy,  and  people  come  from  far  and 
near  for  treatment. 


In  addition  to  his  work  in  medicine  and  sui- 
gery,  Dr.  Vogan  takes  part  in  the  business  life  of 
the  community,  and  is  a  director  in  the  Gold 
Standard  National  Bank  of  Marienville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  in  the  Marienville  Glass  Company. 
He  is  a  Republican  by  political  preference, 
although  his  busy  life  precludes  his  holding  office 
of  any  sort.  He  is  prominent,  however,  in  the 
work  of  fraternal  organizations  in  his  community, 
being  a  member  of  the  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  which  he  holds  the  thirty- 
second  degree.  He  also  belong  to  the  Temple  of 
the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  and  likewise  holds  membership  in  the  In¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  identi¬ 
fied,  through  membership,  with  the  medical  as¬ 
sociations  of  the  county  and  the  State,  and  belongs 
as  well  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
is  a  charter  member  of  the  American  Association 
for  the  Study  and  Cure  of  Cancer.  By  religious 
faith,  Dr.  Vogan  is  a  Methodist. 

Dr.  David  E.  Vogan  married,  in  March,  1914, 
at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  Alice  Jones,  daughter 
of  David  R.  Jones,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Mary  Josephine,  David  Earl,  Jr., 
William  Reese  and  Martha  Jane. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  DENNIS— For  a  half- 
century  the  name  and  repute  of  William  Henry 
Dennis  have  held  a  place  second  to  no  other  in 
Pennsylvania  for  the  high  class  of  workmanship 
that  he  has  at  all  times  exemplified  and  insisted 
upon  in  his  dealings  through  his  firm  with  the 
general  public.  The  result  of  his  business  plan 
and  procedure  is  invariably  noticeable  in  his  ma¬ 
terials  and  methods  of  construction,  their  enduring 
qualities  having  made  their  appeal  to  all  who  seek 
good  workmanship  as  well  as  good  style.  The 
head  of  the  Tuna  Manufacturing  Company,  Mr. 
Dennis  has  not  only  established  a  more  extensive 
business,  but  an  industrial  enterprise  and  institu¬ 
tion  as  well,  and  with  county-wide  claims  to  ex¬ 
cellence  and  popularity  among  the  building  trades. 

William  Henry  Dennis,  the  son  of  James  and 
Sarah  (Stephens)  Dennis,  was  born  in  England 
October  6,  1852,  and  early  in  life  was  bound  out 
to  the  carpenter’s  trade,  being  bound  to  serve  six 
years  in  that  capacity.  In  1872  he  came  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Carbondale,  where  he 
continued  to  work  at  his  trade  as  a  journeyman 
carpenter.  In  1876  Mr.  Dennis  entered  into  part¬ 
nership  with  Isaac  S.  Jones,  of  the  firm  of  Jones 
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&  Dennis,  contractors  and  builders,  and  they  con¬ 
ducted  business  in  Carbondale  until  1877,  when 
they  removed  to  Bradford,  where  Charles  S. 
Booth  was  added,  and  the  firm  of  Jones,  Dennis 
&  Booth  continued  doing  an  extensive  business 
both  in  Bradford  and  neighboring  cites.  Among 
the  buildings  erected  by  them  are  :>  The  Producers 
Petroleum  Exchange,  the  Central  School  and  five 
grade  buildings,  the  Baptist,  Methodist  and  Swed- 
ish-Lutheran  churches,  Lewis  Emery,  Jr.,  &  Com¬ 
pany  stores,  the  residences  of  George  Berry,  Esq., 
Senator  Emery,  and  many  others. 

Mr.  Jones  withdrew  in  1886,  and  business  was 
continued  under  the  firm  name  of  Dennis  &  Booth 
until  1890,  when  Mr.  Booth  withdrew  and  Mr. 
Dennis  organized  and  became  president  and  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Tuna  Manufacturing  Company,  now 
the  largest  building,  planing  mill  and  retail  lumber 
concern  of  the  city  and  county,  the  operations  of 
this  company  extending  to  Western  Pennsylvania, 
and  into  New  York  State;  and  many  important 
buildings  that  are  the  work  of  the  Tuna  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  were  contracted  for  and  erected 
under  Mr.  Dennis’  management.  Aside  from  his 
interest  in  this'  company  he  has  investments  in  the 
production  of  oil  and  real  estate  that  are  valuable; 
and  he  has  been  identified  with  the  building  up  of 
the  city  of  Bradford  from  the  early  days  of  the 
oil  excitement.  In  politics  Mr.  Dennis  has  voted 
the  Prohibition  ticket,  and  has  always  stood  for 
clean  men  and  measures  in  city,  State  and  Nation. 
He  has  been  in  the  front  rank  as  a  leader  in  reform 
movements  and  civic  betterment.  He  has  been  an 
active  member  of  the  Bradford  Board  of  Com¬ 
merce  from  its  organization,  and  has  served  on  its 
board  of  directors ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Rotary  Club,  and  exemplified  its  principles  of 
“Service  above  Self.’’  From  the  first  of  his  be¬ 
coming  a  citizen  of  Bradford,  he  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  concerns  of  the  city,  both 
civic  and  religious.  He  led  in  the  organization  of 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  and 
served  as  its  first  president,  holding  that  office  four 
years,  and  continuing  since  as  a  member  of  its 
board  of  directors.  The  reorganization  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  was  the  result  of  his  effort, 
and  he  has  continued  to  be  an  active  member  of 
the  organization,  holding  office  as  trustee,  clerk, 
deacon  and  Bible  School  superintendent.  He  also 
holds  a  prominent  position  in  the  concerns  of  his 
denomination  in  the  State,  and  is  president  of  the 


Layman’s  Council  of  the  Pennsylvania  Baptist 
State  Convention;  also  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  convention;  and  a  trustee  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Orphanage  and  Home.  In  his 
church  work  he  has  the  cooperation  of  Mrs.  Dennis 
and  his  children,  all  of  whom,  early  in  life,  be¬ 
came  members  of  the  church. 

William  Henry  Dennis  married,  in  1875,  Mar¬ 
garet  Cowan,  daughter  of  David  and  Charlotte 
(Farquharson)  Andrew,  who  were  natives  of 
Scotland,  coming  to  New  York  in  1853  and  settling 
in  Ontario  County,  where  their  daughter,  Mar¬ 
garet,  was  born  June  8,  1854.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dennis 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children :  Eliza¬ 
beth  Isabelle  and  Ruth  Hannah,  both  of  whom  re¬ 
side  at  home ;  Charlotte  Sarah,  who  married  F.  C. 
Paterson;  Charles  James ;  Robert  Andrew ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry,  Jr.;  Margaret  Alice,  who  married  W. 
T.  Elliott,  of  Parkersburg,  West  Virginia;  Marion 
Ellen,  who  married  Walter  R.  Lowery,  of  Geneseo, 
New  York;  Edith  Mary,  who  married  Raymond  L. 
Dudley,  of  Fairport,  New  York;  Janet  Farquhar¬ 
son,  who  married  John  L.  Cooley,  of  Rochester, 
New  York.  The  family  is  distinguished  for  ex¬ 
emplary  character.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dennis  have 
sixteen  grandchildren,  ten  grandsons  and  six 
granddaughters. 


PARKER  McKEE  HOLLISTER— Among 
the  natives  of  this  State  who  had  made  a  most  suc¬ 
cessful  study  of  the  oil  business  and  entered  upon 
its  activities  and  continued  therein  under  pros¬ 
perous  auspices,  Parker  McKee  Hollister  had 
long  established  himself  at  Franklin,  where  he 
was  accorded  that  high  degree  of  confidence  and 
respect  that  he  had  won  by  means  of  both  his 
thorough  comprehension  of  the  oil  interests  in  all 
branches  of  the  industry,  and  that  excellent  type 
of  citizenship  that  led  the  way  in  all  movements 
for  the  progress  and  the  betterment  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  The  Hollister  family  of  Mr.  Hollister’s 
branch  has  been  traced  to  the  year  1563  in  Eng¬ 
land,  the  first  of  the  name  coming  to  America  in 
1642,  Parker  McKee  Hollister  was  a  son  of  Perez 
Graves  Hollister,  a  teacher  and  merchant,  son  of 
Dr.  Elisha  and  Aurelia  (Field)  Hollister,  and 
Clarissa  (McKee)  Hollister,  daughter  of  Judge 
Thomas  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Parker)  McKee. 

Parker  McKee  Hollister  was  born  May  11,  1838, 
in  Emlenton,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools. 
He  entered  upon  his  business  career  at  Clinton- 
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ville,  Pennsylvania,  as  a  merchant,  and  engaging 
in  the  oil  business,  continued  therein  until  1887, 
when  he  moved  to  Franklin,  and  was  a  merchant 
there  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took  place 
April  6,  1898.  In  political  matters  Mr.  Hollister 
was  at  first  interested  in  the  Democratic  party,  and 
afterwards  he  voted  only  the  Prohibition  ticket. 
His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Parker  McKee  Hollister  married,  January  1, 
1863,  at  Parker’s  Landing,  Mary  Ann  Parker, 
daughter  of  Fullerton  Parker,  son  of  Judge  John 
and  Jane  (Woods)  Parker,  and  Amelia  (Harris) 
Parker,  daughter  of  John  and  Amelia  (Tate) 
Harris.  They  were  the  parents  of :  I.  Charles 
Howard,  who  married  Bertha  James,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Susan  James.  2.  William  Parker,  who 
married  (first)  Frances  Black,  and  they  had  a 
son,  Francis  Black  Hollister,  who  married  Hannah 
Lambie,  of  Washington ;  he  married  (second) 
Carrie  Gaston,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Marian. 
3.  Anna  Mary,  who  married  Alvin  B.  Jordan,  and 
they  had  children :  Paul  Hollister  and  Sarah  Par¬ 
ker  Jordan,  who  married  Harry  E.  Biery,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of:  Harry  Eugene  and  Jack 
Biery.  4.  Clarissa  A.  5.  Aurelius  Fullerton,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Irwin,  of  East  Palestine,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  Martha  and  John  Parker 
Hollister.  6.  Julia  Parker,  who  married  Edward 
Aaron  Cowles,  of  Plantsville,  Connecticut,  and 
they  have  a  daughter,  Virginia.  7.  Jane  Fay,  who 
married  Henry  Stewart  Steele,  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
they  have  a  daughter,  Mary  Jane.  8.  Susan  Pearl. 
9.  Elizabeth  Melinda,  who  married  William  C. 
Kirkpatrick,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  they 
have  a  daughter,  Mary  Isabelle,  and  a  son,  Andrew 
Hollister  Kirkpatrick. 


FREDERICK  WILLIAM  BROWN,  M.  D. 

— Called  to  perform  the  responsibilities  of  office 
in  civic  life,  and  the  steadily  increasing  round 
of  duties  of  his  professional  activities,  Dr.  Fred¬ 
erick  William  Brown,  twice  mayor  of  Franklin, 
and  upon  all  occasions  the  well-equipped  and  re¬ 
liable  phvsician,  notably  serves  his  generation  and 
fulfills  the  obligations  incumbent  upon  his  duties 
toward  his  professional  field  and  his  community. 
He  possesses  the  highest  regard  not  only  of  the 
citizenship  of  Franklin,  but  of  the  large  district 
in  this  part  of  the  State  as  well,  wherein  he  has 
long  resided  and  officiated. 


Dr.  Frederick  William  Brown,  son  of  William 
Brown,  a  boilermaker,  and  Mary  (Newbold) 
Brown,  was  born  March  24,  1873,  in  Troy,  and 
he  attended  the  Franklin  public  schools.  He  after¬ 
wards  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  at 
Bucknell  College,  and  preparing  for  his  profes¬ 
sion  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  he  graduated 
at  the  medical  school  of  that  university  in  1899 
with  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Dr. 
Brown  for  some  time  ably  occupied  the  chair  of 
organic  sciences  at  Bucknell  College,  and  in  1901 
lie  established  himself  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
at  Franklin,  so  continuing  five  years,  when,  after 
special  preparation,  he  became  a  practitioner  and 
an  expert  in  nerve  diseases. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  Dr.  Brown,  with  his 
vote  and  influence,  supports  the  principles  of  that 
party.  He  was  elected  to  serve  as  councilman 
at  Franklin;  and  then,  as  the  first  mayor  under 
the  new  form  of  government,  he  served  for  a  year 
and  was  president  of  the  School  Board  three  years. 
Again  hd  was  elected  to  the  mayoralty  and  served 
the  second  time  in  that  office  for  four  years. 
During  the  World  War  he  was  a  member  of  the 
District  Exemption  Board.  His  fraternal  affili¬ 
ations  are  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks ;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tional,  State  and  County  Medical  societies ;  and 
was  president  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  for  a  year.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Unitarian  Church ;  his  family 
are  of  the  Presbyterian  faith. 

Dr.  Brown  married,  September  13,  1899,  Emma 
Lee  Allen,  daughter  of  James  Rankin,  son  of 
George  and  Anna  (Fisher)  Allen  and  Mary  M. 
(Moon)  Allen,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Martha 
(Hosack)  Moon.  Mrs.  Brown  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  State  Republican  Committee  by 
Governor  Sproul ;  she  is  a  vice-chairman  of  the 
County  Republican  Committee,  and  is  a  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Franklin  Woman’s  Club.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Brown’s  adopted  daughter,  Ethel,  who  was 
born  May  10,  1883,  married  John  Thornley  Sea- 
brook;  and  they  are  the  parents  of  John  Thornley 
Seabrook;  Frederick  Brown  Seabrook  and  Emma 
Lee  Seabrook. 


FLOY  C.  JONES — Both  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  of  attorney-at-law,  in  which  the  scope 
of  Mr.  Jones’  activities  has  included  many  prob¬ 
lems  of  vital  legal  interest,  and  in  his  influential 
share  in  Kittanning’s  plans  for  business  and  civic 
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progress,  his  proven  qualities  of  leadership  are 
very  substantial  factors  in  the  advancement  and  the 
well  being  of  the  community.  His  service  in  be¬ 
half  of  Kittanning’s  institutions  is  that  of  a  loyal 
citizen  who  is  entirely  devoted  to  their  broaden¬ 
ing  place  and  purpose.  He  is  a  son  of  Rev. 
James  F.  Jones,  D.  D.,  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  who  died  in  1894,  and  Frances 
(McGill)  Jones,  of  Pittsburgh,  who  died  in  1884. 

Floy  C.  Jones  was  born  January  28,  1870,  in 
Lisbon,  Ohio,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools ; 
and  he  was  graduated  from  Washington  and  Jef¬ 
ferson  College  in  1889  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science.  After  studying  law  in  the  office  of 
Judge  W.  D.  Patton,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
December  3,  1893,  beginning  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Kittanning.  He  was  associated 
with  Judge  Patton  for  three  years,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  conducted  a  general  law  practice  in 
his  own  name  in  Kittanning,  his  practice  being  in 
the  Supreme,  Superior  and  United  States  courts. 

Mr.  Jones  is  president  of  the  Farmers,  National 
Bank;  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Armstrong  County  Trust  Company;  and  president 
of  the  Allegheny  River  Realty  Company.  A  Re¬ 
publican  in  his  political  allegiance,  he  exerts  his  in¬ 
fluence  in  favor  of  that  party’s  principles.  Prom¬ 
inent  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  World  War, 
he  served  as  secretary  of  the  local  Red  Cross 
Chapter  during  that  period ;  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Legal  Advisory  Board;  and  he  possesses  a 
certificate  in  recognition  of  his  faithful  service  at 
that  time. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Jones  is  affiliated  with  Lodge 
No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Tancred 
Commandery,  No.  48,  Knights  Templar;  and  with 
Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite,  thirty-second  degree.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Kittanning  Country  Club;  and  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  of  which  he  was  the  first  president. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
official  board,  and  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
church  in  Kittanning. 

Floy  C.  Jones  married,  March  16,  1898,  May 
B.  Gault,  of  Armstrong  County,  daughter  of  James 
A.  and  Emma  (Rutan)  Gault.  Their  children 
are:  James  G.,  born  June  24,  1899,  who  graduated 
from  Dartmouth  College  with  his  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1922;  Floy  C.,  Jr.,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1904,  and  a  senior  in  Dartmouth  College; 


171 

and  William  B.,  born  May  3,  1907,  a  student  in  the 
Kittanning  High  School. 


SAMUEL  PETERSON — A  Danish  boy  of 
eighteen  when  he  came  to  this  country  to  seek 
his  fortune,  Samuel  Peterson  attained  his  objec¬ 
tive — and  much  more  than  that — he  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years  one  of  the  most  prominent 
industrial  leaders  and  wealthiest  men  of  Warren 
County,  Pennsylvania,  a  highly  esteemed  citizen 
of  the  city  of  Warren,  who  had  helped  build  up 
that  and  other  communities  with  the  great  manu¬ 
facturing  plants,  of  which  he  was  either  the  sole 
or  a  part  owner.  His  constructive  efforts  were 
of  the  enduring  kind,  which  had  their  direct  ben¬ 
eficial  effect  upon  the  towns  and  cities  where  his 
industries  were  located,  in  that  they  provided  em¬ 
ployment  for  many  hundreds  of  persons,  who,  in 
their  turn,  contributed  to  the  commercial  growth 
of  the  respective  centers.  Aside  from  his  numer¬ 
ous  industrial  interests,  Mr.  Peterson  was  offi¬ 
cially  connected  with  financial,  semi-public  ser¬ 
vice  and  other  well-known  enterprises  of  the 
Warren  area. 

Samuel  Peterson  was  born  in  Saltum,  Den¬ 
mark,  March  24,  1853,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Warren,  Pennsylvania,  June  11,  1923.  Three 
years  before  he  reached  his  majority  he  came  from 
his  native  land  to  America,  and  first  settled  in 
Wilcox,  Pennsylvania.  Three  years  later  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Irvine,  Pennsylvania,  where  for  three 
years  he  was  engaged  in  the  handle  manufactur¬ 
ing  business.  In  1882  he  transferred  his  business 
interests  to  the  city  of  Warren,  and  located  his 
manufactory  on  Laurel  Street,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  produce  a  fine  line  of  handles  for  small 
tools.  Quality  of  stock  and  finish  of  workmanship 
created  a  demand  for  the  Peterson  products,  and 
the  business  compelled  enlargement  of  the  line, 
with  steady  progress,  until  the  Peterson  concern 
eventually  manufactured  handles  for  all  kinds  of 
tools.  The  stock  for  these  handles  was  taken  from 
the  best  quality  of  hickory,  and  the  finished  prod¬ 
uct  is  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
and  to  many  foreign  countries. 

Some  years  before  Mr.  Peterson’s  death  he  ac¬ 
quired  control  of  the  Warren  Chair  Company  and 
merged  it  with  his  handle  business.  The  chair 
department,  on  its  part,  developed  such  a  degree 
of  importance  that  it  stood  on  a  par  with  the 
handle  department.  The  output  of  the  chair 
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branch  of  the  establishment  reaches  to  the  figure 
of  hundreds  of  dozens  of  chairs  and  rockers  each 
year,  much  of  that  line  being  disposed  of  to  bed¬ 
room  and  dining-room  suit  manufacturers  who  do 
not  produce  chairs  at  their  own  plants.  The  com¬ 
bined  chair  and  handle  interests  were  incorporated 
under  the  style  of  the  Samuel  Peterson  Corpora¬ 
tion,  which  not  only  operated  the  factory  on 
Laurel  Street,  Warren,  but  also  the  plants  at 
Titusville  and  Dyersburg,  Tennessee,  and  St. 
Francis,  Arkansas,  as  well  as  the  large  timber 
holdings  of  the  concern  in  Arkansas  and  Tennessee. 

On  January  6,  1926,  there  was  closed  one  of  the 
most  important  deals  in  the  industrial  life  of  the 
city  of  Warren,  in  recent  years,  when  the  Samuel 
Peterson  Corporation  was  taken  over  by  F.  H. 
Newmaker  and  P.  F.  Ostergard.  The  property 
located  in  Warren  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
valuable  of  its  manufacturing  industries,  and  plans 
are  under  way  for  expansion. 

Samuel  Peterson  was  one  of  those  mild-man¬ 
nered  men,  who  nevertheless  do  a  tremendous 
amount;  of  thinking,  and  are  of  that  forcefulness 
of  character  which  makes  things  move  in  the  di¬ 
rection  for  which  they  are  designed.  He  rose 
to  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  business  men  in  Warren.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  a  director  in  the  Citizens’ 
National  Bank,  vice-president  of  the  Jefferson 
County  Gas  Company,  and  a  director  of  the  War¬ 
ren  Furniture  Company.  Reserved  and  of  digni¬ 
fied  mien,  this  outstanding  man  of  large  and 
varied  interests  was  concerned  with  the  city’s 
numerous  civic,  educational  and  charitable  en¬ 
deavors.  He  was  possessed  of  a  great  and  fer¬ 
vent  love  for  his  home  and  family.  He  left  them 
a  finely  built  and  beautifully  furnished  house  at 
No.  800  Pennsylvania  Avenue  West,  and  other 
valuable  real  estate  holdings.  Among  the  latter 
is  a  two-hundred-acre  farm,  located  near  Pitts¬ 
field,  Warren  County,  three  other  farms  that  had 
been  in  possession  of  the  family  having  been  dis¬ 
posed  of  some  time  ago. 

Samuel  Peterson  married,  in  1906,  at  Buffalo, 
New  York,  Marie  Nielson,  daughter  of  Hans 
Nielson.  She  is  a  native  of  Denmark,  and  came 
to  America  when  she  was  twenty  years  of  age. 
Children :  1.  Martha,  a  student  at  Russell  Sage 
College  for  Girls,  Troy,  New  York.  2.  Rita,  a 
student  at  Syracuse  University,  Syracuse,  New 
York.  3.  Samuel,  Jr..  4.  Myra.  5.  Harriett. 


WILLIAM  EDWARDS,  JR.,  one  of  the  well 
known  firm  of  Edwards  Brothers,  Oil  City,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  a  native  of  Scotland,  is  a  member  of  an 
old  and  highly  respected  family  and  a  type  of  the 
best  character  of  that  strong  race  which  has 
grafted  upon  American  citizenship  its  own  splendid 
qualities  of  steadfast  purpose  and  intelligent  thrift. 
He  was  born  in  Forfar,  Scotland,  April  10,  1867, 
but,  when  four  years  of  age,  he  removed  with  his 
parents,  William  Edwards,  Sr.,  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth  (Scott)  Edwards,  to  America,  and  set¬ 
tled  at  Spartansburg,  Pennsylvania,  which  was 
then  a  thriving  town.  His  father  was  a  stone  cut¬ 
ter  of  ability  and  conducted  a  fine  business  for 
many  years,  but  in  1905,  the  hills  of  “bonnie  Scot¬ 
land”  lured  him  to  return  to  his  native  land. 

As  is  natural  to  people  of  his  nationality,  Mr. 
Edwards  gave  heed  to  his  education  as  a  youth 
and  fitted  himself  for  a  business  career,  which 
began  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  Spartansburg.  In 
a  short  time  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  business 
for  himself,  but  left  it  later  to  become  a  traveling 
merchant,  locating  at  Greenville,  Pennsylvania.  In 
1903  he  removed  to  Oil  City  and  after  some  years, 
with  his  brother,  J.  P.  Edwards,  he  established  the 
firm  of  Edwards  Brothers  Department  Store. 

Mr.  Edwards  is  retiring  in  disposition,  but  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  affiliating 
with  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  the  Knights  Templar;  and  Lodge  of 
Perfection. 

On  June  8,  1892,  Mr.  Edwards  was  married  to 
Clyde  Brush  Williams,  daughter  of  Joseph  A. 
and  Elizabeth  (Brush)  Williams,  and  adopted 
daughter  of  G.  G.  Brush,  M.  D.,  and  his  wife, 
Asenath  (Thatcher)  Brush,  parents  of  her 
mother.  Joseph  A.  Williams  served  in  the  Civil 
War  and  was  a  member  of  Company  F,  Old 
83d  Regiment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
Mrs.  Edwards,  who  is  a  well  qualified  leader  of 
social  and  religious  activities  in  Oil  City,  was  born 
at  Sheakleyville,  Pennsylvania,  March  16,  1868. 
The  family  moved  to  Greenville  when  she  was 
seven  years  old  and  here  she  was  educated.  She 
is  prominently  connected  with  the  Putnam-King 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
tracing  her  lineage  to  William  Sheakley,  a  native 
of  the  Emerald  Isle  who  settled  in  Adams  County 
near  the  outbreak  of  the  American  Revolution,  in 
which  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  General  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Safety;  and  also  to  his  son,  John  Sheak- 
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ley,  who  served  as  an  ensign  in  the  same  war,  and 
who,  in  1814,  removed  to  Mercer  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  founded  the  town  of  Sheakley- 
ville.  Mrs.  Edwards  is  also  an  active  member  of 
the  Belles  Lettres  Club  and  of  the  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  church  she  and  Mr.  Edwards  are  members. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children :  I.  Helen,  educated  at  the 
Boston  Conservatory  of  Music,  and  married  to 
Chester  Fulkman,  educated  at  Westminster  Col¬ 
lege,  Akron,  Ohio.  2.  Cecil,  a  graduate  of  Alle¬ 
gheny  College,  married  to  G.  Arthur  Stetson,  of 
Titusville,  also  an  Allegheny  College  man. 


FRED  AMES  HOWARD— Member  of  the 
firm  of  one  of  the  oldest  established  and  most 
highly  esteemed  business  houses  in  Franklin,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  is  Fred  Ames  Howard,  senior  partner  of 
the  Howard  &  Nicklin  Lumber  Company,  which 
was  originally  established  in  1864  by  Mr.  Howard’s 
grandfather.  This  concern  for  many  years  has 
done  a  prosperous  business,  and  the  present  gen¬ 
eration  of  management  and  ownership  continues 
to  maintain  the  prestige  that  was  attached  to  the 
business  through  the  years  of  its  conduct  in  the 
hands  of  the  elder  Mr.  Howard.  So  widely  rami¬ 
fying  through  the  Franklin-dominated  area  is 
the  good  will  of  the  Howard  &  Nicklin  Lumber 
Company,  that  Mr.  Howard,  aside  from  the  quali¬ 
ties  by  which  he  personally  commands  the  esteem 
of  a  large  body  of  people,  enjoys  a  very  large 
acquaintance  through  his  business  associations. 
The  house  of  Howard  &  Nicklin  holds  a  high 
rating  in  the  community,  and  by  reason  of  its 
progressive  members,  as  well  as  of  its  products,  it 
contributes  to  the  well-being  and  the  constructive 
and  real  growth  of  the  city.  Mr.  Howard,  his 
partner,  Richard  DeWitt  Nicklin,  and  the  business 
they  represent  are  esteemed  indispensable  factors 
in  the  life  and  progress  of  the  community. 

Fred  Ames  Howard  was  born  in  Franklin,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  October  6,  1883,  a  son  of  Willard  D.  and 
Emma  (Pendleton)  Howard.  His  father  was  the 
son  of  Ira  E.  and  Cordelia  (Ames)  Howard,  the 
former-named  having  served  in  the  Civil  War 
as  a  member  of  Company  I,  169th  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Drafted  Militia.  Mr.  Howard’s 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Eliza 
(Wykoff)  Pendleton.  His  grandfather  established 
the  lumber  business  in  1864,  and  in  1899  it  was 
known  as  Howard  Brothers. 


Fred  A.  Howard,  after  receiving  his  education 
in  the  Cambridge  Springs  High  School  and  the 
Meadville  Commercial  College,  entered  the  employ 
of  his  father  and  uncle,  in  1904.  After  the  death 
of  his  uncle  the  business  was  carried  on  by  Wil¬ 
lard  D.  Howard.  Subsequently,  Richard  DeWitt 
Nicklin,  who  married  Hettie  Cochran  Howard, 
daughter  of  Willard  D.  and  Emma  (Pendleton) 
Howard,  and  sister  to  Fred  Ames  Howard,  was 
admitted  to  membership  in  the  firm,  and  the  style 
became,  as  at  present,  the  Howard  &  Nicklin 
Lumber  Company. 

Mr.  Howard  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
allegiance.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Franklin, 
Rotary  and  Wanango  clubs.  His  religious  fellow¬ 
ship  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Fred  Ames  Howard  married,  November  2,  1908, 
in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  Rachel  May  Tingley, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ann  (Reisinger)  Tingley. 
They  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  Helen 
Ruth,  Elizabeth  Ann  and  Margaret  Priscilla.  Mr. 
Howard  has  his  business  address  at  Nos.  125-131 
North  Thirteenth  Street,  and  his  residence  at  No. 
933  Liberty  Street,  Franklin,  Pennsylvania. 


BENJAMIN  JARRETT — A  lawyer  and  a 
member  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  1911-1913,  Benjamin  Jarrett  was  born  in 
Sharon,  this  State,  and  educated  in  the  public 
schools.  Mr.  Jarrett  is  a  director  in  the  People’s 
Bank  of  Farrell,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  is  located 
professionally  and  has  his  home.  He  was  formerly 
of  Wheatland,  and  was  burgess  of  that  borough. 
He  has  been  solicitor  of  Farrell  for  ten  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ; 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  of 
the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose;  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias ;  and  of  the  Protected  Home  Circle.  Mr. 
Jarrett’s  wife  and  children  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  he  is  an  Episcopalian.  His 
father,  James  Jarrett,  was  a  mill  worker.  His 
mother  was  Catherine  (Jones)  Jarrett. 

Mr.  Jarrett  married  Agnes  Boyle,  born  in 
Wheatland,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  Boyle,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Fred,  born  July  6,  1903,  and  Dorothy,  born 
July  4,  1905. 

JAMES  BUCHANNAN  SIGGINS,  M.  D„  a 

prominent  physician  of  Oil  City  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  is  a  member  of  the  well 
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known  Siggins  family  of  the  Allegheny  Valley, 
and  a  worthy  representative  of  his  name,  which 
has  long  been  esteemed  in  that  region  for  the  many 
sterling  qualities  which  have  come  to  be  associated 
with  it,  his  family  for  generations  having  been 
leaders  in  industrial,  literary  and  social  progress. 
He  is  a  son  of  the  late  William  and  Jane  (Hunter) 
Siggins,  and  was  born  in  West  Hickory,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  January  12,  1857.  His  father,  who  was 
officially  prominent  in  county  and  local  affairs, 
was  a  son  of  George  Siggins,  the  pioneer  in 
Venango  County,  who  built  a  saw  mill  at  what 
is  now  West  Hickory  (Forest  County)  and 
shipped  lumber  to  Pittsburgh  before  the  war  of 
1812,  in  which  he  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Militia.  In  1800  George  Siggins 
was  married  to  Jean  Young,  daughter  of  Rev. 
William  and  Jean  (Simpson)  Young,  of  Spring 
Creek,  Center  County,  by  whom  he  had  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  woman¬ 
hood,  highly  respected  in  their  various  communi¬ 
ties.  The  mother  of  Dr.  Siggins,  too,  had  an  hon¬ 
orable  lineage,  counting  among  her  pioneer  an¬ 
cestors  Poland  Hunter  and  Lieutenant  John 
Range,  a  Revolutionary  patriot,  who  located  at 
Tionesta  in  1816,  on  a  large  tract  of  land  con¬ 
veyed  to  him  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  his 
services  in  the  Continental  Army. 

Dr.  Siggins  received  his  preparatory  education 
in  his  native  town,  but  continued  his  studies  at 
the  Edinboro  State  Normal,  Allegheny  College, 
where  he  was  a  cadet  in  the  Meadville  training 
school,  and  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann 
Arbor,  graduating  from  the  last-named  institution 
in  1883  as  president  of  his  class.  Afterwards,  he 
received  the  honor  of  president  of  the  Alumni 
Association.  Prior  to  the  doctor’s  locating  in  Oil 
City  in  1896,  he  practiced  medicine  at  Tidioute 
and  Tionesta,  gaining  such  popularity  as  to  insure 
him  a  large  and  successful  practice  in  his  new 
home  town,  which  he  has  retained  to  the  present 
time,  continuing  his  work  as  a  student  with  post¬ 
graduate  work  at  Allegheny  and  with  the  famous 
Mayo  brothers,  he,  himself,  becoming  a  surgeon 
of  note  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  His  library  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  finest  in  Oil  City.  The  doctor 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Association,  Venango 
County  Medical  Association,  the  Medical  College 
of  Surgeons,  Oil  City  Medical  Club,  and  the 
Rotary  Club. 

On  June  25,  1885,  Dr.  Siggins  was  married  to 


Virginia  Hall,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rachel 
Eberhart  (McGrew)  Hall,  of  Steubenville,  Ohio, 
and  sister  of  Alice  (Hall)  Siggins,  widow  of 
Orion  Siggins,  a  cousin  of  the  doctor.  Mrs. 
Siggins  is  a  woman  of  culture  and  refinement, 
having  been  reared  in  an  atmosphere  of  literary 
attainments,  such  as  the  seat  of  the  famous  Steu¬ 
benville  Academy  produces.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Tidioute  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  and  president  of  the  Belles  Lettres 
Club  of  Oil  City.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Siggins  have  two 
daughters :  1.  Virginia,  born  in  1886,  who  is  the 

wife  of  Gilman  N.  Cooly,  a  general  insurance  agent 
of  Rochester,  New  York,  and  mother  of  a  son, 
James  Siggins  Cooly.  2.  Mary  Alice,  wife  of 
Hon.  Alexander  Royal  Wheeler,  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  a  lieutenant  in  the 
California  Militia  during  the  World  War,  who 
gave  overseas  service  with  distinction,  and  a  son 
of  Hon.  Nelson  Platt  Wheeler  (who  died  at  his 
beautiful  home  in  Pasadena  in  1922)  and  his 
gifted  wife,  Rachel  A.  (Smith)  Wheeler.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  are  now  making  a  tour 
of  Europe  (1925). 


CHARLES  HENRY  YEAGER  was  a  self- 
educated,  self-made  man.  Although  he  had  every 
right  to  be  proud  of  his  achievement,  he  was 
modest,  unassuming,  friendly,  utterly  without  ag¬ 
gressiveness  and  false  pride.  The  story  of  this 
ever-growing  merchant  is  one  of  those  miracle 
tales  occasionally  found  in  the  story  of  American 
enterprise. 

He  was  born  in  Newton  Falls,  Trumbull 
County,  Ohio,  December  19,  1852,  son  of  John 
and  Rebecca  (Rober)  Yeager,  the  former  named 
a  struggling  young  farmer  in  that  district.  John 
Yeager  died  when  Charles  Henry  was  only  a  year 
old,  leaving  the  young  wife  to  keep  the  family 
together.  She  did  this  with  the  help  of  the  boy. 
At  fourteen  he  entered  the  employ  of  Herbert 
Brothers’  General  Store  at  Newton  Falls,  Ohio, 
at  a  salary  of  $50  a  year  and  board.  The  next 
year  he  doubled  his  income  with  Parks  &  Chew  in 
their  general  store  at  Warren,  Ohio,  where  he 
received  $100  a  year  and  board.  In  1873,  at 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  became  manager  with 
Mr.  Chew  at  Brookfield,  Ohio.  He  later  be¬ 
came  a  travelling  salesman  for  Alcott,  Horton  & 
Company,  of  Cleveland.  On  a  business  trip  he  met 
and  liked  E.  M.  McGillen,  of  Cleveland,  who 
bought  stores  in  Sharon  and  Youngstown,  who 
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reciprocated  his  liking  and  placed  great  confidence 
in  him.  Mr.  Yeager  accepted  Mr.  McGillen’s  offer 
of  the  Sharon  store  to  be  paid  for  in  five  years, 
conducted  it  with  signal  success,  and  paid  the  en¬ 
tire  debt  in  three  years.  By  1909,  he  moved 
the  greatly  enlarged  store  to  its  present  quarters. 
He  continued  to  expand,  and  in  1906  bought  Dague 
Brothers’  store  in  Akron,  with  his  brother  as 
partner.  This  has  become  the  finest  of  its  kind 
in  the  community.  In  the  meantime  he  had  bought 
out  Herbert  Brothers  in  Newton  Falls,  the  scene 
of  his  first  mercantile  experiences,  of  which  he 
was  very  proud.  He  acquired  still  another  store — ■ 
that  of  C.  W.  Pelton — at  Conneaut,  Ohio.  Thus 
the  poor  country  boy  became  the  founder  of  a 
group  of  imposing  department  stores  and  one  of 
the  leading  business  men  of  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  Eastern  Ohio. 

He  died,  beloved  of  many,  March  28,  1921.  To 
everybody  he  was  “Charley”  Yeager.  He  gave 
the  other  fellow  the  credit  every  time  for  team 
work,  but  he  was  the  directing  genius  whose  vision 
was  responsible  for  success.  He  was  a  man  of 
the  highest  principles,  devoted  to  his  family, 
faithful  to  his  host  of  friends,  interested  in  every 
one  and  everything  about  him,  loyal  and  enter¬ 
prising  in  the  community  and  generous  of  heart 
and  purse.  He  had  great  civic  pride  and  marched 
in  the  forefront  of  every  movement  for  the  better¬ 
ment  and  advancement  of  Sharon.  Few  men  in 
that  section  were  better  known,  or  more  esteemed. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  J.  B.  Pierce 
Wall  Paper  Company  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  a 
director  of  the  Merchants’  and  Manufacturers’ 
National  Bank  of  Sharon,  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
a  Republican,  and  a  member  of  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

Charles  Henry  Yeager  married,  June  30,  1881, 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Mary  L.  Patterson,  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Harriet  Patterson.  There  is  one 
daughter,  Helen,  who  became  the  wife  of  Harry 
Neff,  of  Sharon. 


BERT  C.  OLIPHANT — There  has  been  no 
cessation  in  Mr.  Oliphant’s  activities  in  engineering 
capacities  in  association  with  gas  and  oil  interests 
since  he  started  out  upon  his  professional  career; 
and  as  the  present  executive  head  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Gas  Company,  of  Warren,  he  has  super¬ 
vision  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  such  public 
utilities  in  this  part  of  the  State. 


Bert  C.  Oliphant,  a  son  of  F.  Hughes  Oliphant, 
who  was  born  in  Oliphant,  Fayette-  County,  and 
was  a  consulting  geologist  until  his  death  in  1910, 
and  of  Lucy  (Copeland)  Oliphant,  who  was  born 
in  Pittsburgh,  and  survives  her  husband,  was 
born  September  21,  1878,  in  Pardo,  and  after  at¬ 
tending  private  schools,  he  graduated  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  West  Virginia  with  his  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  in  1898,  and  afterwards  at  Rens¬ 
selaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  Troy,  New  York,  with 
his  degree  of  Civil  Engineer.  Entering  into  the 
engineering  field  in  the  gas  and  oil  interests,  he 
was  engineer  for  the  Buffalo  Natural  Gas  Fuel 
Company  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  from  1906  to 
1909;  general  manager  and  treasurer  for  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Natural  Gas  Company,  of  Bakersfield,  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  1909  to  1912;  general  superintendent  and 
secretary  of  the  Iroquois  Natural  Gas  Company 
of  Buffalo,  New  York,  1912  to  1919,  and  president 
from  1919  to  1923;  president  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Gas  Company  and  Pennsylvania  Oil  Company  from 
1923  to  date;  and  president  of  the  Natural  Gas 
Association  of  America  for  the  year  1920.  He 
is  a  member  of  Kappa  Alpha  Fraternity ;  and  of 
Rotary,  Conewango,  and  Conewango  Country 
clubs;  and  the  Warren  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
and  his  hobbies  are  those  of  golf  and  fishing.  He 
is  a  communicant  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church. 

Bert  C.  Oliphant  married,  in  April,  1906,  Emma 
Coonradt,  who  was  born  in  Troy,  New  York. 


GLENMER  RAMSEY  LAW— Enthusiastic 
activity  and  vigorous  participation  in  affairs,  whe¬ 
ther  they  be  of  commercial,  professional,  social 
or  fraternal  nature,  usually  bring  their  rewards  in 
local  prominence  and  esteem  for  the  individual. 
Glenmer  Ramsey  Law,  who  is  an  extremely  able 
attorney,  occupies  a  niche  in  the  eyes  of  his  fel¬ 
low  citizens  of  Sharon  that  is  peculiarly  his  own. 
He  is  prominent  in  fraternal  life,  in  commercial 
affairs,  and  he  is  exceedingly  successful  in  his 
legal  career,  though  it  has  so  far  been  of  few  years. 
Concurrent  with  his  practice  in  his  profession, 
Mr.  Law  executes  the  duties  of  his  position  as 
secretary  of  the  Sharpsville  Improvement  As¬ 
sociation. 

Born  in  Raymilton,  Venango  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  May  7,  1897,  the  son  Oren  Burten  and 
Margaret  (Ramsey)  Law,  Glenmer  Ramsey  Law 
first  attended  the  public  schools  of  Sharpsville, 
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whither  the  family  had  moved  in  his  infancy. 
He  was  graduated  from  the  Sharpsville  High 
School  with  the  class  of  1914.  Four  years  later 
Westminster  College,  in  New  Wilmington,  Law¬ 
rence  County,  gave  him  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science,  and  for  three  years  thereafter  he  took  his 
legal  courses  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  there¬ 
from  in  1921.  Admitted  to  the  bar  of  Mercer 
County  soon  after  graduation,  Mr.  Law  entered 
practice  in  Sharon  in  October,  1921,  and  he  has 
been  a  rising  member  of  the  bar  ever  since.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  bar  of  the  United  States 
District  Court  since  June,  1922.  In  1922  Mr. 
Law  became  secretary  of  the  Sharpsville  Improve¬ 
ment  Association,  in  Sharpsville,  a  suburb  of 
Sharon.  During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Law  was  a 
corporal  in  Company  G,  of  the  Eighth  Battalion 
Infantry  Replacement  Camp,  in  Camp  Lee,  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  later  he  was  a  candidate  officer  with  the 
48th  Training  Battery  of  the  Field  Artillery 
Central  Officers’  Training  School,  at  Camp  Taylor, 
Kentucky. 

Mr.  Law  is  a  member  of  Sharpsville  Lodge, 
No.  517,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which 
lodge  he  was  Senior  Warden  in  1925 ;  of  Sharps¬ 
ville  Post,  No.  16,  of  the  American  Legion,  of 
which  he  was  Vice-commander  in  1922;  -also  a 
member  of  Sharon  Circle,  No.  1,  Protected  Home 
Circle;  the  National  Geographic  Society,  the 
Mercer  County  Bar  Association,  Delta  Phi  Sigma 
Fraternity,  at  Westminster  College,  and  the  Miller 
Law  Club,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Law  and  his  family  attend  the  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  in  Sharpsville.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  fore¬ 
fathers.  The  family  residence  is  at  No.  93  Flowers 
Avenue,  in  Sharon,  where  Mr.  Law  maintains 
offices  in  the  Sharon  Savings  and  Trust  Building. 

Mr.  Law  married,  in  Sharpsville,  August  23, 
1922,  Mary  Byrdella  Boyd,  daughter  of  Walter  T. 
and  Anna  (Kinniston)  Boyd. 


JOSEPH  D.  ORR,  M.  D.  — The  entire  Leech- 
burg  community,  in  fact,  virtually  all  of  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  looks  upon  Dr.  Joseph  D.  Orr  as 
the  dean  of  physicians  of  the  borough  of  Leech- 
burg,  where  he  has  carried  on  his  ministrations 
for  four  decades,  he  being  the  oldest  physician  in 
practice  there.  He  now  lacks  but  two  years  of 
the  full  threescore  and  ten,  and  is  still  vigorous 
and  skillful,  and  able  to  show  many  of  his  juniors 


that  he  is  abreast  of  them  in  matters  of  progressive 
medicine.  Dr.  Orr,  during  his  long  period  of 
practice  has,  of  course,  made  a  very  wide  acquaint¬ 
ance,  and  has  drawn  to  his  side  literally  a  host  of 
friends.  He  is  universally  esteemed  for  his  ability 
as  a  physician  and  his  qualities  as  a  citizen  and 
neighbor.  Second  only  to  his  love  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  is  that  of  the  cause  of  education.  This 
has  been  amply  demonstrated  over  a  long  period  of 
years  of  service  as  a  school  director  in  Leechburg, 
the  greater  part  of  which  time  he  served  as  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  board ;  and  he  is  the  president  of  the 
School  Directors’  Association  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania..  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  im¬ 
portant  medical  bodies  to  which  physicians  of 
reputable  standing  are  eligible. 

Joseph  D.  Orr  was  born  at  Saltsburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  October  16,  1857,  the  son  of  James  M. 
and  Katherine  (Classon)  Orr,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania, 
the  father  having  died  in  1909,  and  the  mother  in 
1882,  the  former  having  been  a  retired  farmer 
and  merchant.  The  son,  Joseph  D.,  was  a  pupil 
of  the  public  schools  of  Saltsburg,  and  then 
attended  the  Kiski  Springs  Boys  School,  whence 
he  was  graduated  to  Jefferson  Medical  College. 
At  the  time  of  his  graduation  he  was  awarded 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  class  of  1885. 
He  was  an  honor  student  and  president  of  the 
graduating  class.  Having  served  his  interneship 
at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  Dispensary,  he 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Leechburg  in  1886,  and  has  continued,  without 
interruption,  to  give  of  his  services  to  the  sick  and 
afflicted.  Others  in  the  profession  have  come  and 
gone,  but  Dr.  Orr  has  been  blessed  with  the  staying 
qualities  of  a  robust  body  and  is  not  given  to  mi¬ 
grating;  so  he  remained  until  he  became  the  old¬ 
est  practitioner  in  Leechburg  and  was  acclaimed 
the  leading  physician  of  that  borough.  That  was 
Dr.  Orr’s  full  meed  of  praise;  for  him  there  was 
nothing  more  to  be  desired. 

Of  the  many  local  industrial  enterprises  estab¬ 
lished  largely  through  Dr.  Orr’s  energy  and  influ¬ 
ence  may  be  mentioned  but  a  few :  In  1895  he 
organized  The  Hyde  Park  and  Steel  Company  and 
served  as  its  president  until  it  was  absorbed  by  the 
United  States  Company  in  1902.  About  the  same 
time  he  organized  the  Hyde  Park  Natural  Gas 
Company,  which  grew  into  one  of  the  largest  fuel 
supply  concerns  in  the  community.  It  was  later 
taken  over  by  the  American  Natural  Gas  Com- 
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pany.  He  served  as  president  of  the  company 
throughout  its  history.  In  1902  the  Pittsburgh  & 
Allegheny  Valley  Street  Railway  was  established 
and  he  was  an  important  factor  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  served  for  several  years  as  a  director  and 
secretary  of  the  company.  He  served  as  a  director 
of  the  Leechburg  Foundry  and  Machine  Company 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  also  was  one  of  the 
principles  in  the  organization  and  management 
of  the  Leechburg  Realty  Company  which  has  done 
so  much  for  the  development  of  Leechburg.  Dr. 
Orr  organized  the  first  and  only  Electric  Light 
Company  the  town  ever  had. 

Dr.  Orr  is  a  faithful  adherent  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party,  but  the  only  public  office  that  he  has 
held  is  that  of  school  director  in  Leechburg,  of 
which  he  has  been  an  occupant  for  forty  years, 
and  for  most  of  that  time  he  held  the  position  of 
president  of  the  board.  He  still  is  actively  in¬ 
terested  in  the  duties  of  his  directorship.  He  is 
held  in  high  regard  by  his  fellow  members  in  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Association  of  School  Direc¬ 
tors,  who  have  elevated  him  to  the  office  of  presi¬ 
dent  of  that  body.  In  his  younger  years  he  gave 
service  to  the  State  as  a  member  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  National  Guard,  and  received  the  commis¬ 
sion  of  a  first  lieutenant.  His  religious  connection 
is  with  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Leechburg  and  he 
has  been  president  of  its  congregation  for  twenty- 
five  years. 

Dr.  Orr  married  (first),  in  1885,  Belle  McFar¬ 
land,  and  by  that  union  there  was  born  a  daughter, 
Pauline,  who  married  S.  M.  Wray.  He  married 
(second),  in  1899,  Lola  Wilkins,  and  by  that  mar¬ 
riage  there  was  born  a  daughter,  Isabelle  E.,  who 
is  a  school  teacher  in  Porto  Rico. 


JOSIAH  HOWARD— Men  who  have  the 
ability  to  look  ahead  and  judge  of  coming  business 
events,  and  who  are  prepared  to  grasp  opportunities 
when  they  come  their  way,  are  the  ones  who  usually 
succeed,  and  one  of  these  is  Josiah  Howard,  of 
Emporium,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Howard  has,  on 
occasion,  turned  adverse  circumstances  to  account, 
and  by  his  ability  and  integrity  has  worked  him¬ 
self  to  the  front  ranks  in  the  business  affairs  of  his 
community. 

Mr.  Howard  is  the  son  of  Charles  B.  and 
Lucetta  (Morris)  Howard.  Charles  B.  Howard 
was  born  near  Holmfirth,  Yorkshire,  England, 
September  1,  1819,  and  died  May  19,  1891.  He 


came  to  America  and  entered  the  lumber  busi¬ 
ness  in  Williamsport  and  Emporium,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  conducted  it  with  large  success.  His 
wife  was  a  native  of  Hughesville,  Pennsylvania, 
born  January  28,  1824. 

Josiah  Howard  was  born  at  Williamsport,  Jan¬ 
uary  3,  1861,  and  was  educated  in  the  graded 
schools  and  high  school  of  that  town.  He  started 
his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  the  law  and  in¬ 
surance  office  of  Henry  W.  Watson,  of  Williams¬ 
port,  where  he  remained  about  a  year  and  a  half, 
and  then  entered  the  timber  business  in  the  employ 
of  Howard,  Perley,  &  Howard,  in  the  same  city. 
In  1887  he  went  to  Emporium  as  a  partner  in  the 
firm  of  C.  B.  Howard  &  Sons,  and  the  business 
was  operated  under  this  name  until  1891,  when  it 
became  C.  B.  Howard  &  Company.  Mr.  Howard 
became  president  of  the  organization  in  1901.  His 
business  ability  was  exemplified  when,  on  the 
exhaustion  of  the  timber  in  the  vicinity,  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  explosive 
powder,  organizing  the  Keystone  National  Powder 
Company,  of  Emporium.  This  company  furnished 
large  quantities  of  powder  to  the  government  for 
its  work  in  the  building  of  the  Panama  Canal. 
During  the  World  War  this  organization  was 
merged  with  the  Aetna  Explosive  Company  and 
two  large  factories  for  the  output  of  munitions 
were  built  at  Emporium  in  1915.  These  factories 
were  dismantled  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  sold 
to  the  Hercules  Powder  Company,  which  now 
uses  them  to  manufacture  powder  and  dynamite 
for  commercial  purposes.  Mr.  Howard  is  a  prom¬ 
inent  stockholder  of  this  organization.  He  is  also 
president  and  a  director  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Emporium. 

As  a  Republican,  Mr.  Howard  was  a  member  of 
the  State  Legislature  from  1905  to  1913,  and  has 
served  his  community  also  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Manu¬ 
facturers’  Club  of  Philadelphia,  and  senior  Warden 
and  vestryman  of  the  Emanuel  Episcopal  Church, 
of  Emporium. 

Mr.  Howard  married  (first),  June  17,  1886, 
Laura  Ann  Bisel,  at  Williamsport.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Margaret  (Hartranft) 
Bisel,  and  was  born  in  Lock  Haven,  December  28, 
1864.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  were  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Dorothy  Hartranft,  Robert  Hays, 
and  Mark  Bisel.  Mrs.  Howard  died  September 
26,  1914,  and  Mr.  Howard  married  (second)  in 
1918,  Blanche  Hyde  Moore,  of  Emporium. 
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LEONARD  H.  WILLIAMS— Because  of  his 
contribution  to  the  development  of  the  oil  busi¬ 
ness  in  Pennsylvania,  the  story  of  the  life  of 
Leonard  H.  Williams,  now  dead,  is  recorded  here. 
Mr.  Williams  was  among  the  most  prominent  oil 
men  of  his  day,  and  he  operated  in  many  of  the 
oil  fields  in  McKean  County,  and  was  resident  of 
Bradford  until  his  death.  He  was  active  in 
church  work  in  the  borough,  and  was  prominent 
therefor.  Mr.  Williams’  operations  were  in  the 
Bradford  fields. 

Leonard  H.  Williams  was  born  in  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
in  1856,  and  before  he  had  reached  twenty  began 
roving  throughout  the  United  States  in  quest  of 
fulfillment  of  his  ambitions.  His  travels  took 
him  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he  settled  and 
had  charge  of  Fisher’s  grocery  store  at  Duke  Cen¬ 
ter  for  twenty-five  years,  earning  money  where¬ 
with  to  enter  business,  his  eye  all  the  while  on  the 
Pennsylvania  oil  regions,  in  which  he  was  later  to 
become  a  noted  character.  Eventually,  he  went 
to  Duke  Center,  McKean  County,  where  he 
worked  for  some  months  in  the  oil  fields,  finally 
becoming  a  producer  and  employer  himself.  He 
remained  in  the  oil  business  for  about  twenty 
years — until  his  death,  becoming  probably  the 
most  prominent  producer  in  the  Bradford  fields, 
with  leases  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Duke  Center. 
He  moved  from  the  village  of  Duke  Center  in 
1915  and  made  his  home  at  No.  273  Congress 
Street,  Bradford,  until  his  death,  due  to  heart 
trouble,  on  February  26,  1920,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  member  of  the  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  of  Bradford,  and  the  pastor 
of  that  church,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dean  Miller,  offi¬ 
ciated  at  his  funeral  services,  which  were  at¬ 
tended  by  hundreds  of  his  friends,  associates 
and  relatives.  He  was  buried  in  Oak  Hill  Cem¬ 
etery,  in  McKean  County. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who  was  Alzade 
Trax,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  Trax,  of  Alle¬ 
gany  County,  New  York,  whom  he  married  on 
September  10,  1889.  Mrs.  Williams,  who  lives  in 
the  Williams  homestead  in  Congress  Street,  Brad¬ 
ford,  retains  her  husband’s  leases  and  interests  in 
the  oil  fields. 


CARL  IRWIN  HEYDRICK  was  born  in 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  June  3,  1863,  and  died 
June  15,  1907.  He  was  the  son  of  the  Hon. 


Christopher  and  Helen  (Irwin)  Heydrick.  After 
enjoying  and  improving  the  local  educational 
facilities,  graduating  from  the  Franklin  High 
School  in  1880,  he  took  a  course  in  Phillips 
Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts,  preparatory  to 
entering  Princeton,  from  which  university  he 
graduated  in  1884. 

Early  in  life  he  was  recognized  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  and  original  thinker,  a  clear  reasoner  and 
keen  analyst,  carrying  the  solid  equipment  of 
studious  research  into  his  chosen  profession,  that 
of  the  law.  On  his  return  from  Princeton,  he 
studied  the  law  under  the  tutelage  of  his  father 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Venango  County  bar  in 
1886. 

His  career  as  a  lawyer  was  known  and  admired 
by  the  court,  by  his  professional  brethren  and  by 
his  large  clientele.  Case  after  case,  involving 
vital  questions  of  law  and  important  interests, 
demonstrated  his  fidelity  and  complete  devotion  to 
duty.  He  was  a  master  of  legal  phrase  and  form. 
His  papers  on  record  in  the  Court  House,  couched 
in  perfect  English,  without  the  redundancy  of  a 
word,  are  models  of  construction  and  expression. 
They  are  the  product  of  a  judgment  that  com¬ 
prehended  every  requirement,  and  of  a  mind  that 
could  set  forth  its  conclusions  with  absolute 
accuracy. 

He  had  a  singular  gift,  partly  of  inheritance, 
as  a  draughtsman.  In  one  land  case,  tried  when 
he  was  young  in  practice,  he  drew  a  perfectly 
accurate  map  of  one  hundred  and  five  tracts  of 
land,  showing  the  interference  between  an  original 
survey  of  the  tracts  and  a  subsequent  survey. 

He  was  known  professionally  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  State,  in  the  United  States  District 
courts,  and  in  all  the  Common  Pleas  courts  of 
Western  Pennsylvania.  All  the  practicing  lawyers 
within  these  judicatories  respected  him  and  held 
him  in  due  esteem.  For  several  years  he  was 
counsel  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  in 
this  county. 

On  December  19,  1899,  Mr.  Heydrick  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Anna  Donaldson,  of  Franklin, 
daughter  of  the  late  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
Donaldson. 

(Written  by  H.  May  Irwin.) 


ALFRED  RASSELL  SMART— The  founder 
of  the  American  line  of  the  Smart  family  was 
James  Daniel  Smart,  son  of  Daniel  Smart,  of 
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England.  James  Daniel  Smart  married  Louise 
Mitchell,  a  native  of  New  York  City.  After 
marriage  they  continued  to  live  in  New  York 
City,  where  Mr.  Smart  conducted  a  bookstore. 
It  was  in  the  same  city,  September  21,  1864,  that 
his  son,  Alfred  Rassell  Smart,  was  born.  Some 
time  later  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Titusville, 
Pennsylvania.  As  Titusville  afforded  excellent 
educational  advantages,  Alfred  Rassell  Smart  was 
well  prepared  for  his  life  work  when  he  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  high  school. 

When  twenty  years  of  age,  Mr.  Smart  returned 
to  New  York  City,  but  five  years  later,  returning 
to  Pennsylvania,  he  located  in  Oil  City,  where  he 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  with  Mr. 
Silberberg,  under  the  firm  name  of  Smart  & 
Silberberg,  which  became  widely  and  popularly 
known  in  all  the  surrounding  counties.  After 
conducting  this  business  for  about  twenty-five 
years,  in  which  he  proved  eminently  successful, 
Mr.  Smart  sold  his  interests,  but  not  before  his 
splendid  qualities  of  steadfast  and  intelligent 
thrift  had  been  fully  demonstrated.  Engaging  in 
other  enterprises,  he  is  still  classed  among  Oil 
City’s  fine  business  men,  as  well  as  her  most 
valuable  citizens,  having  served  on  the  council 
until  he  purchased  the  beautiful  Rich  estate  outside 
the  city  limits,  where  he  moved  in  the  spring  of 
1925.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Smart  is  a  Master  Mason, 
and  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Wanango 
Country  Club  and  the  Venango  Club. 

At  Corry,  in  1889,  Mr.  Smart  was  married  to 
Jennie  Rice,  who  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  families  in  that  section,  and  one  of  the  old  and 
honorable  families  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smart  have  a  daughter,  Helen  Terry,  who  is 
receiving  superior  advantages.  Mr.  Smart  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Trinity  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


DR.  WALTER  LAVERN  ALEXANDER 

is  a  young  dentist  of  Sharpsville  who  is  highly 
esteemed  by  the  citizens  of  the  borough.  A  skill¬ 
ful  dental  surgeon,  a  man  of  genial,  winning 
personality,  active  in  civic,  social,  fraternal  and 
athletic  affairs,  and  a  World  War  veteran  who 
gave  service  of  distinction,  Dr.  Alexander  holds 
an  enviable  place  in  the  public  regard.  He  is 
rapidly  building  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice 
and  already  enjoys  great  success. 


Dr.  Walter  Lavern  Alexander  was  born  in  New 
Castle,  county  capital  of  Lawrence  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  January  14,  1895,  the  son  of  Matthew 
Hale  Alexander,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  who 
is  now  a  retired  salesman,  and  Ada  M.  Alexander. 
Dr.  Alexander  was  first  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  New  Castle,  being  graduated  from  the 
New  Castle  High  School  in  1913.  He  then  took 
an  academic  course  in  the  University  of  Pittsburgh 
and  after  that  studied  for  his  profession  in  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  School  of  Dentistry, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1917  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery.  Before  he 
had  had  an  opportunity  to  begin  his  practice  the 
United  States  declared  hostilities  against  Germany 
and  the  Allied  Powers  of  Central  Europe  and  he, 
following  the  dictates  of  his  own  heart  and  the 
examples  set  by  his  ancestors,  notably  his  father, 
enlisted  in  the  Dental  Corps  of  the  United  States 
Army.  He  was  commissioned  a  first  lieutenant  and 
attached  to  the  Camp  Dental  Infirmary  No.  2, 
at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  stationed 
throughout  the  World  War.  On  being  discharged 
Dr.  Alexander  came  to  Sharpsville,  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  1920  began  the  practice  of  dentistry. 

Dr.  Alexander’s  affiliations,  fraternally  and  pro¬ 
fessionally,  are  given  to  many  and  diversified 
organizations  and  he  is  prominently  active  in  all  of 
them.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a 
member  of  Sharpsville  Lodge,  No.  517,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  the  New  Castle  Consistory, 
Supreme  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret;  the  Delta 
Sigma  Delta  Fraternity;  Sharpsville  Post,  No. 
162,  American  Legion,  of  which  post  he  is  at  the 
present  time  trustee;  the  Lake  Erie  Dental  As¬ 
sociation,  the  Pennsylvania  Dental  Society,  and  the 
American  Dental  Association.  He  also  holds 
memberships  in  the  National  Rifle  Association,  the 
Sharpsville  Motor  Club,  the  Pennsylvania  Motor 
Federation,  and  the  American  Automobile  Asso¬ 
ciation.  Dr.  Alexander  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  New  Castle,  while 
his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  that  city. 

Dr.  Alexander  married  Virginia  Catherine  De 
Nio,  daughter  of  Duncan  and  Carrie  (Seymour) 
MacFarlane,  in  New  Castle,  May  21,  1923.  There 
is  one  son  of  this  union,  Walter  MacFarlane,  born 
February  14,  1925.  The  Alexander  family  resides 
at  No.  25  South  Mercer  Avenue,  while  Dr.  Alex¬ 
ander  maintains  offices  at  No.  50  West  Main 
Street,  Sharpsville. 
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KENTON  CHICKERING,  who  is  now  de¬ 
ceased,  came  to  the  oil  regions  in  1869,  and  located 
in  Oil  City  in  1873.  For  thirty-five  years  he  was 
a  leader  in  business  and  community  interests,  be¬ 
ing  an  able  organizer  and  possessing  unusual 
executive  ability.  To  him  in  large  measure  is 
due  not  only  the  prosperity  and  rapid  growth  of 
one  of  Oil  City’s  largest  industries,  but  his  aid  and 
wise  council  were  instrumental  in  the  organization 
and  maintenance  of  institutions  of  a  social  and 
charitable  character,  to  which  he  gave  enthusiastic 
support  and  much  of  his  time  and  attention.  His 
high  ideals  and  example  were  an  inspiration  and 
encouragement  to  the  young  men  around  him,  and 
many  a  business  man  of  Oil  City  to-day  owes  his 
success  to  the  help  and  advice  of  Mr.  Chickering. 

He  was  a  man  of  vision,  and  foresaw  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  Oil  City  as  an  attractive  place  of  res¬ 
idence,  and  served  his  home  city  well  in  many 
capacities.  Possessing  no  ambition  for  public 
office,  yet  the  record  of  his  seven  years  as  a 
member  of  the  Select  Council  is  characteristic  of 
his  high  ideals  for  the  future  of  the  city. 

Following  the  terrible  catastrophe  of  flood  and 
fire  in  1893,  realizing  the  urgent  and  crying  need 
for  a  hospital,  Mr.  Chickering  immediately  took 
steps  for  the  organization  of  the  Oil  City  Hospital. 
For  nine  years  he  was  president  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  that  institution,  and  was  also  chair¬ 
man  of  the  building  committee  in  charge  of  the 
erection  of  the  hospital  and  of  the  Nurses’  Home, 
and  was  one  of  the  trustees  who  administered  the 
Henry  M.  Rogers  fund  for  the  latter  purpose. 

Mr.  Chickering  was  a  director  of  the  Library 
Commission  and  served  a  term  as  its  president ; 
was  vice-president  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association;  and  a  leading  member  of  Christ 
Episcopal  Church,  which  he  served  as  vestryman 
and  warden  up  to  within  a  year  of  his  death.  He 
was  also  deeply  interested  in  educational  matters 
and  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  several 
years. 

Mr.  Chickering  was  born  in  Worcester,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  May  16,  1847,  where  he  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  later  the  Allen  School  for  Boys  in  West 
Newton,  Massachusetts,  and  the  Boston  Latin 
School. 

In  1863  he  went  to  New  York  City,  where  he 
acted  as  dispatch  bearer  to  General  Clark  of  the 
United  States  Commissary  Department,  holding 
that  position  until  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  and 


remaining  in  the  government  service  for  another 
year.  The  following  two  or  three  years  he  was 
clerk  and  traveling  salesman  for  the  Peet  Valve 
Company,  of  New  York,  and  in  1869  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Eaton  &  Cole  Company  of  New 
York,  dealers  in  brass  and  iron  supplies.  He  was 
at  once  sent  to  Titusville,  Pennsylvania,  as  their 
representative,  and  that  year  the  firm  became  The 
Eaton,  Cole  &  Burnham  Company,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  1874,  coming  to  Oil  City  in  their 
interests.  In  that  year  the  Oil  Well  Supply  Com¬ 
pany,  Ltd.,  was  organized,  as  the  result  of  the  com¬ 
bining  of  several  rival  houses  which  had  been 
built  up  with  the  expansion  of  the  oil  business,  and 
Mr.  Chickering  was  one  of  the  stockholders. 
When  the  company  was  reorganized  in  1879  he 
was  elected  secretary,  and  from  that  time  the  Oil 
Well  Supply  Company  was  his  chief  interest. 
When  the  present  corporation  succeeded  the  lim¬ 
ited  company  in  1891  he  became  vice-president  and 
filled  that  office  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Chickering  was  prominent  in  other  under¬ 
takings  pertaining  to  the  oil  industry;  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Oil  Exchange,  and  also  of  the 
Oil  City  Board  of  Trade.  He  was  also  instru¬ 
mental  in  the  formation  of  many  of  the  leading 
social  organizations  of  the  city ;  was  one  of  the 
first  members  of  the  Ivy  and  Venango  clubs,  and 
assisted  in  the  formation  of  the  Riverside  Drive 
Association,  of  which  he  was  president  for  one 
year. 

Mr.  Chickering  was  a  member  of  Petrolia 
Lodge,  No.  363,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  Oil 
City  Chapter  No.  236,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Talbot 
Commandery,  No.  43,  Knights  Templar,  all  of 
Oil  City ;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  thirty-second  degree,  of  Pittsburgh; 
and  of  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Erie. 

On  June  13,  1872,  Mr.  Chickering  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  of  New  York  City,  and  is 
survived  by  his  widow  and  the  following  children : 
1.  James  Hamilton,  of  the  Oil  Well  Supply  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Oil  City.  2.  Myra  Scott,  at  home.  3. 
Cornelia  K.,  wife  of  James  V.  Blake,  of  Akron, 
Ohio.  4.  Mary,  wife  of  Sydney  N.  Lambert,  of 
the  Ceylon  Government  Railways,  Colombo,  Ceylon. 

Mr.  Chickering  died  December  9,  1918,  at  the 
family  home,  No.  127  West  Third  Street,  and  was 
buried  in  Grove  Hill  Cemetery. 
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THE  LAMBERTON  FAMILY— The  sur¬ 
name  Lamberton,  of  very  ancient  origin,  is  traced 
as  far  as  the  eleventh  century  to  landlords  of 
Ayrshire  and  Berwick-on-Tweed,  1097-1107,  in 
the  reign  of  King  Edgar.  John  de  Lamberton 
was  sheriff  of  Sterling  from  1263  to  1265.  The 
arms  of  the  Lamberton  family  are : 

Arms — Argent,  three  escallop  shells  sable. 

Crest — A  stag’s  head  at  gaze,  St.  Andrew’s 
cross  between  the  attires. 

Motto — Volonte  de  Dieu. 

A  noted  member  of  the  family  was  William  de 
Lamberton,  Bishop  of  St.  Andrew’s,  elected  in 
1297,  and  preferred  to  the  episcopate  of  St  An¬ 
drew’s  by  Pope  Boniface  VIII  in  1298.  As 
Bishop  of  St.  Andrew’s  he  was  primate  of  all 
Scotland,  and  was  first  peer  of  the  kingdom, 
ranked  next  to  the  royal  family,  and  took  prece¬ 
dence  accordingly.  He  crowned  the  sovereigns, 
and  was  chancellor  and  legate  of  the  Apostolic 
See.  He  was  a  friend  of  Sir  William  Wallace 
and  Robert  Bruce.  After  the  defeat  of  Wallace 
at  the  battle  of  Falkirk,  1298,  Bishop  Lamberton, 
the  elder  Bruce  and  Sir  John  Comyn  were  ap¬ 
pointed  regents  of  Scotland.  He  was  one  of  the 
three  bishops  to  anoint  and  crown  Robert  Bruce, 
King  of  Scotland,  March  27,  1306.  He  was  a 
loyal  supporter  of  King  Robert  through  all  his 
difficulties.  He  held  ecclesiastical  office  for  thirty 
years,  and  died  in  1328.  Alexander  de  Lamberton 
was  among  the  Scottish  barons  who  signed  in 
1321  the  famous  letter  to  the  Pope,  asserting  the 
independence  of  Scotland,  in  which  it  was  de¬ 
clared  that  “never  so  long  as  one  hundred  Scots 
are  alive  will  we  be  subject  to  the  yoke  of  Eng¬ 
land.”  While  the  religious  persecutions  under  the 
Stuarts  were  in  progress  the  Covenanters  were  so 
severely  abused  and  harassed  that  they  fled  their 
country  and  sought  a  haven  in  Ireland.  This 
flight  began  after  the  battles  of  Pentland  Hills,  in 
1666  and  continued  after  the  battle  of  Bothwell 
Bridge  in  1679.  It  is  stated  that  among  those 
who  thus  sought  refuge  in  Ireland  were  three 
brothers  by  the  name  of  Lamberton. 

Historians  of  the  Lamberton  family  believe  that 
one  of  the  above  three  brothers  settled  at  the 
Giant’s  Causeway,  the  second  near  Londonderry, 
and  the  third  in  the  same  country.  It  is  believed 
also  that  the  second  of  these  sons  was  James 
Lamberton. 

Robert  Lamberton,  son  of  James  Lamberton,  was 


born  about  1739.  He  had  a  son  William,  of  whom 
further. 

William  Lamberton,  son  of  Robert  Lamberton, 
born  in  1773,  died  March  2,  1849,  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Gilfillan,  who  died  in  1849.  Children:  I.  Hon. 
Robert,  of  whom  further.  2.  Jane,  who  married 
(first)  Jared  Irwin;  (second)  Dr.  Bushnell,  of 
Ohio.  3.  John,  remained  in  Ireland  and  died 
there.  4.  James  Gilfillan,  who  married  Anna  M. 
Whiting,  and  they  had  three  children,  among  them 
a  son,  Henry  Whiting  (q.  v.).  5.  William,  who 
marrried  Sarah  Smullen  and  lived  in  Venango 
County.  6.  Ann,  who  married  James  Shannon 
and  lived  in  Franklin.  7.  Esther,  who  married 
John  Mitchell,  and  went  to  live  in  Philadelphia. 
8.  Eliza,  who  married  William  Cunningham,  and 
resided  in  Philadelphia.  9.  Martha,  who  married 
(first)  Samuel  Cochran;  married  (second)  Wil¬ 
liam  Neely. 

Hon.  Robert  Lamberton,  son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Gilfillan)  Lamberton,  was  born  March 
20,  1809,  on  a  farm  on  the  banks  of  the  Foyle, 
about  six  miles  from  Londonderry,  in  County 
Derry,  Ireland.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Lam¬ 
berton  family  in  America.  He  spent  his  youth 
in  helping  his  father  cultivate  the  farm,  and  mean¬ 
time  he  received  as  good  an  education  as  was  pos¬ 
sible  for  those  times,  and  in  that  somewhat  iso¬ 
lated  place.  When  he  attained  his  majority  he 
left  the  parental  acres  and  emigrated  to  America. 
He  arrived  July  10,  1830,  at  Franklin,  Venango 
County,  Pennsylvania,  at  the  home  of  his  uncle, 
John  Lamberton,  who  lived  in  Plum  Township. 
Franklin  then  was  but  a  small  village  of  some  five 
hundred  souls.  It  presented  a  decidedly  unprom¬ 
ising  aspect  when  Robert  Lamberton  elected  to 
make  the  place  his  home  and  there  attempt  to 
make  a  fortune.  He  farmed  for  a  season,  then 
engaged  as  a  laborer  and  again  as  a  stone  cutter 
on  the  Erie  Canal.  He  worked  for  a  year  and  a 
half  for  the  Sam  Hays  forge,  the  most  irksome 
and  laborious  period  of  his  life,  and  also  the  most 
unprofitable,  for  his  employer  failed  in  business 
and  he  lost  his  wages.  He  next  began  to  clerk  for 
a  Mr.  Sage  in  a  store  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
French  Creek  Bridge.  Franklin,  at  the  time,  was 
a  village  of  five  hundred  inhabitants,  standing  on 
the  old  site  of  Fort  Machault  in  the  days  of 
French  dominion,  and  of  the  English  Fort  Ve¬ 
nango,  and  still  later  of  the  United  States  works. 
Apart  from  being  the  seat  of  justice  of  Venango 
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County,  it  was  without  importance  or  promise  of 
large  development  of  natural  wealth,  which  has 
attracted  enterprise  and  wealth  to  this  region. 
The  little  stone  court  house  and  jail  on  the  com¬ 
mon  was  the  principal  building.  As  yet  there 
was  not  a  single  church.  Mr.  Lamberton  lived 
to  see  the  settlement  grow  to  a  modern  and 
wealthy  city,  and  few  men  did  more  than  he  to 
shape  its  development.  Thrifty  and  frugal,  he 
began  immediately  to  save  money,  and  within  two 
years  after  reaching  Franklin  he  had  acquired 
enough  capital  to  establish  a  small  store,  in  part¬ 
nership  with  a  Mr.  Lindsay,  which  supplied  chiefly 
the  persons  employed  on  the  canal.  With  this 
beginning  he  founded  what  was  for  many  years 
the  largest  store  in  Franklin,  a  general  merchan¬ 
dise  establishment  typical  of  the  times.  Its  stock 
included  everything  required  in  the  homes  and 
on  the  farms  round  about  the  village,  and  where 
the  inhabitants  brought  their  own  wares  and 
produce  and  the  fruits  of  their  own  labor  for 
barter.  At  the  outset,  and  for  many  years,  the 
store  was  Mr.  Lamberton’s  principal  interest,  and 
he  continued  to  direct  the  busines  for  twenty- 
eight  years  until  he  turned  it  over  to  his  son, 
William  J.  Lamberton.  The  original  store,  which 
stood  on  the  site  of  the  Lamberton  homestead,  was 
destroyed  by  fire  at  night  with  all  its  stock.  Mr. 
Lamberton,  however,  had  saved  enough  to  buy  a 
lot  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Otter  and  Thir¬ 
teenth  streets  (now  occupied  by  the  Lamberton 
Block,  a  three-story  brick  building  owned  by  his 
son,  Harry  Lamberton),  and  in  1835  he  estab¬ 
lished  on  a  small  scale  the  mercantile  business, 
which  grew  so  rapidly  that  in  1841  he  removed 
across  the  street  to  the  corner  rooms  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Hotel  Building  he  himself  had  erected  in 
1840-41.  He  erected  a  number  of  other  build¬ 
ings  in  the  early  days  of  Franklin,  enough  dwell¬ 
ing  houses  and  brick  blocks,  in  fact,  to  make  a 
goodly  village  of  themselves.  As  his  means  ac¬ 
crued  he  was  quick  to  improve  the  business  op¬ 
portunities  offered  by  the  expanding  life  of  the 
town  and  county.  He  established  branch  stores 
in  Cooperstown,  Utica  and  Dempseytown.  He  be¬ 
came  interested  in  the  rolling  mill  and  the  nail 
factory  erected  in  Franklin  in  1845,  in  sequence  to 
the  iron  furnaces  already  established  in  this  sec¬ 
tion.  A  grist  mill  and  a  mill  site  in  the  Third 
Ward  contributed  to  the  demands  on  his  attention, 
and  from  1850  to  1856  he  gave  much  time  to  their 
operation.  In  this  connection  he  built  the  upper 


French  Creek  dam,  and  during  its  construction  he 
injured  his  health  permanently  by  over  exposure 
in  the  water,  and  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  and  suf¬ 
fered  from  the  effects  to  the  end  of  his  days.  He 
also  built  flour  and  lumber  mills  about  this  time, 
which  were  carried  on  successfully  for  many 
years.  Indeed,  he  was  identified  with  almost  every 
enterprise  designed  to  benefit  the  town.  Under  his 
skilful  direction  they  also  brought  profit  to  the 
investors,  who  had  the  courage  to  support  them. 
He  labored  earnestly  to  secure  good  roads  and 
bridges,  and  acted  as  bridge  manager  for  more 
than  thirty  years.  When  the  development  of  the 
oil  business  brought  vast  wealth  into  Venango 
County,  and  created  a  demand  for  adequate  finan¬ 
cial  institutions,  Mr.  Lamberton  opened  the  first 
bank.  The  Lamberton  National  Bank  of  Frank¬ 
lin  is  to-day  the  oldest  bank  in  Venango  County 
and  the  largest  national  bank  in  the  city  of  Frank¬ 
lin.  Its  beginnings  hark  back  to  the  days  preced¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War,  when  its  crude  business  was 
begun  in  connection  with  Mr.  Lamberton’s  gen¬ 
eral  merchandising  business.  Its  first  offices  were 
in  the  old  National  Hotel,  at  the  present  time  oc¬ 
cupied  by  store  rooms  at  the  corner  of  Thirteenth 
and  Otter  streets.  Those  early  pioneers  of  the 
oil  excitement  were  sore  pressed  to  find  a  safe 
place  where  they  could  keep  the  large  sums  of 
money  falling  into  their  hands,  and  they  took  it 
to  Mr.  Lamberton,  who  had  installed  an  excep¬ 
tionally  large,  strong  safe  in,  his  store.  He  gave 
the  depositors  credit  on  his  regular  merchan¬ 
dise  books,  a  practice  beginning  about  1859.  He 
was  too  shrewd  not  to  see  the  advantage  of  a 
regular  bank  so  much  needed,  and,  in  i860,  when 
he  built  the  Lamberton  homestead,  he  included  a 
banking  room  on  the  corner  and  conducted  a  regu¬ 
lar  banking  business,  under  the  name  of  R.  Lam¬ 
berton,  Banker.  This  was  the  first  bank  in  Ve¬ 
nango  County,  and  the  building  it  occupied  in 
part  stood  on  the  site  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  of  the  present  day.  It  continued 
until  1873,  when  the  failing  health  of  the  founder 
led  him  to  retire,  and  his  interests  were  pur¬ 
chased  by  his  son,  Robert  Gilfillan  Lamberton,  Cal¬ 
vin  W.  Gilfillan  and  R.  L.  Cochran,  the  latter 
having  been  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Franklin.  These  men  organized  the  Lamberton 
Savings  Bank,  and  elected  Mr.  Gilfillan  president, 
and  R.  L.  Cochran,  cashier.  They  conducted  the 
bank  until  1883,  when  William  J.  Lamberton  and 
Harry  Lamberton  purchased  the  interest  of 
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R.  L.  Cochran,  and  Harry  Lamberton  be¬ 
came  the  cashier.  About  1887  the  owners 
of  the  bank  found  it  had  outgrown  its 
facilities,  and  Robert  G.  Lamberton  built  what  was 
considered  at  the  time  the  finest  banking  room  in 
the  county.  The  new  building  was  occupied  in 
the  fall  of  that  year.  The  Lamberton  Savings 
Bank  continued  until  October,  1899,  when  the  na¬ 
tional  banking  laws  proved  attractive  to  the  owners 
and  they  organized  the  Lamberton  National  Bank 
of  Franklin,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000.  Calvin 
W.  Gilfillan  was  elected  its  first  president;  Harry 
Lamberton,  its  vice-president,  and  W.  L.  Gilfillan 
its  cashier.  At  the  death  of  Calvin  W.  Gilfillan 
in  1901,  Harry  Lamberton  was  elected  president, 
and  Robert  Gilfillan  Lamberton,  vice-president.  W. 
L.  Gilfillan  retired  in  August,  1903,  resigning  his 
office  of  cashier  to  accept  the  position  of  vice- 
president  of  the  Austin  National  Bank  of  Austin, 
Texas,  and  Chess  Lamberton,  assistant  cashier, 
was  promoted  to  cashier.  The  business  grew  ex¬ 
tensively,  and  it  became  necessary  to  purchase  the 
site  now  occupied  in  1910,  on  the  corner  of  Thir¬ 
teenth  and  Liberty  streets.  In  July,  1912,  the 
bank  occupied  its1  present  quarters,  at  the  time  the 
most  modern  and  elaborate  in  every  detail,  and 
considered  the  finest  bank  building  in  Northwestern 
Pennsylvania,  a  monument  indeed  to  the  name  of 
Lamberton,  synonymous  with  conservatism  and 
stability  in  Venango  County  during  sixty-five 
years,  if  not  quite  a  century.  During  the  sixty- 
five  years  of  the  bank’s  existence  it  has  performed 
its  full  duty  toward  its  customers,  the  public,  and, 
in  a  marked  degree,  to  the  progress  of  Venango 
County,  and  its  material  interests.  In  its  long 
history  the  Lamberton  bank  never  has  been  known 
to  embark  on  any  questionable  or  doubtful  enter¬ 
prise,  or  to  deviate  from  the  true  principlesl  which 
should  govern  every  institution  of  its  kind.  In 
1919  its  capital,  surplus  and  undivided  profits  were 
$363,489,  and  its  total  resources  more  than  $2,678,- 
183.  This  was  a  gain  since  July,  1912,  when  the 
new  building  was  occupied,  of  $96,489,  in  capital, 
surplus  and  undivided  profits,  and  of  $778,183  in 
total  resources.  Its  business  record  places  it 
among  the  roll  of  honor  banks,  those  “possessing 
surplus  and  profits  in  excess  of  capital,  thus  giv¬ 
ing  tangible  evidence  of  strength  and  security.” 

A  Democrat  in  politics,  Mr.  Lamberton  served 
several  terms  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council; 
one  term  as  school  director,  and  as  a  trustee  of 


the  old  Franklin  Academy  under  the  old  law. 
In  1862  he  was  elected  associate  judge  and  served 
for  five  years,  serving  part  of  the  time  with 
Isaac  G.  Gordon,  and  later  with  John  Trunkey, 
afterwards  distinguished  members  of  the  State 
Supreme  Court.  In  the  Civil  War,  although  be¬ 
yond  the  age  for  service,  Mr.  Lamberton  did  more 
than  his  share  of  home  work  to  show  his  al¬ 
legiance  to  the  government.  He  responded  to 
every  call  for  means  or  effort;  he  aided  in  fitting 
out  volunteers  for  the  army,  and  also  in  a  liberal 
manner  the  Christian  Commission,  and  other  or¬ 
ganizations  with  similar  purposes.  For  years  he 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  lay  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  this  part  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  early  joined  the  church  at  Franklin, 
and  was  connected  with  it  for  about  fifty  years. 
He  was  elected  a  ruling  elder  in  1862,  and  also 
went  frequently  to  the  meetings  of  the  Presbytery 
and  General  Assembly.  For  more  than  forty 
years  he  was  a  Sunday  school  worker,  teacher  and 
superintendent,  and  after  his  retirement  he  was 
recalled  as  superintendent  and  served  until  he 
could  no  longer  do  so.  He  continued  to  attend 
the  pastor’s  Bible  class  and  gave  up  his  connection 
with  the  Sunday  school  only  when  compelled  to 
do  so  by  the  infirmities  of  age.  Mr.  Lamberton 
was  born  March  20,  1809,  at  Gorton  Raid,  North 
of  Ireland,  in  County  Derry,  about  six  miles  from 
the  old  walled  city  of  Londonderry,  on  an  old 
farm  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Foyle.  He  died 
August  7,  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  in 
his  home  on  Thirteenth  Street,  Franklin,  and  he 
is  buried  in  the  Franklin  Cemetery. 

Judge  Robert  Lamberton  was  married,  on  April 
6,  1837,  to  Margaret  Seaton,  of  Franklin,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Mavis)  Seaton,  a  great-granddaughter  of  James 
and  Martha  Seaton,  who  lived  at  Dranity,  County 
Tyrone,  Ireland.  Of  their  large  family,  George 
Seaton,  who  married  Nancy  Amber  son,  came  to 
America  about  1778  and  settled  in  the  Ligonier 
Valley,  near  Greensburg,  Pennsylvania.  His 
brothers,  Thomas  and  Alexander,  followed  him, 
and  all  served  through  the  Revolutionary  War  in 
a  company  attached  to  Lafayette’s  Division. 
George  was  a  captain;  Thomas,  a  first  lieuten¬ 
ant  ;  and  Alexander,  first  sergeant.  George  Seaton 
settled  in  Westmoreland  County  after  the  war 
and  became  a  prosperous  citizen. 

His  family  consisted  of  twelve  children:  John, 
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William,  Robert,  Elizabeth,  Thomas  (father  of 
Mrs.  Robert  Lamberton) ;  Jackson,  George,  Am- 
berson,  Jane,  Mary,  Nancy  and  Martha. 

Judge  Robert  and  Mrs.  Lamberton  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children:  1.  William  John,  born 
January  9,  1838,  married,  April  29,  1869,  Sarah 
L.  Raymond.  2.  Elizabeth  A.,  born  September 
19,  1839,  married,  November  30,  1858,  Calvin  W. 
Gilfillan  (q.  v.).  3.  Lewis  Thomas,  a  biography  of 
whom  follows.  4.  Samuel  Harkness,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  21,  1844,  married,  September  12,  1868,  Ann 
Eliza  Smith.  5.  Robert  Gilfillan,  of  whom  fur¬ 
ther.  6.  Marion,  born  September  26,  1850,  died 
in  infancy.  7.  Margaret  Jane,  born  June  10,  1852, 
married,  October  6,  1876,  George  P.  Hukill.  8. 
Edwin  Houston,  born  October  21,  1854;  married, 
September  16,  1885,  Annie  Carrier  Kirker.  9. 
Harry,  a  biography  of  whom  will  be  found  on  fol¬ 
lowing  pages. 

Robert  Gilfillan  Lamberton  was  born  February 
14,  1848,  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  his  lifelong 
home.  After  a  preliminary  training  in  the  local 
schools  he  entered  Westminster  College,  at  New 
Wilmington,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  studied  for 
four  years.  Afterwards  he  attended  Monmouth 
College,  in  Illinois,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1868.  Returning  to  his  native  State,  he  studied 
law  with  the  Hon.  C.  W.  Gilfillan,  and  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  Venango  County, 
September  12,  1870.  He  practiced  law  until  1884, 
a  year  or  more  of  the  time  in  partnership  with 
his  brother,  Edwin  H.  Lamberton.  In  Septem¬ 
ber,  1884,  he  gave  up  his  professional  work,  and 
devoted  himself  to  the  Lamberton  Bank  in  Oil 
City,  of  which  he  became  president.  He  bought 
the  banking  house  and  business  of  Reynolds,  Lam¬ 
berton  &  Company,  and  changed  its  name  to  the 
Lamberton  Bank.  He  was  its  executive  head 
from  that  time  until  about  a  year  prior  to 
his  death,  which  occurred  November  7,  1923.  At 
the  same  time  S.  H.  Lamberton  was  elected  vice- 
president,  Charles  M.  Lamberton,  cashier,  and  R. 
G.  Chess,  S.  H.,  C.  M.  and  Harry  Lamberton  were 
its  directors. 

Mr.  Lamberton  married  (first),  on  December  30, 
1870,  Luella  J.  Chess,  who  died  November  10, 
1877.  She  was  the  mother  of  two  children:  1. 
Bertha  C.,  born  March  8,  1875,  who  married 
Charles  Mann  Hamilton,  of  New  York,  at  one 
time  a  State  Senator  at  Albany,  and  afterwards 
Representative  in  Congress  for  three  terms  from 
the  Forty-third  (westernmost)  district  of  New 


York,  serving  in  the  Sixty-third,  Sixty-fourth  and 
Sixty-fifth  Congresses.  2.  Chess,  a  biography  of 
whom  appears  on  a  following  page.  Mr.  Lamber¬ 
ton  married  (second)  Jessie  King  Judson,  born 
September  21,  1852,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  and 
Clarissa  (King)  Judson,  of  Waterford,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  There  were  two  children  also  of  this 
union :  3.  George  Lamberton,  born  January  9,  1882. 
4.  Robert,  a  biography  of  whom  appears  on  a  fol¬ 
lowing  page. 


LEWIS  THOMAS  LAMBERTON— The 

oldest  living  member  of  the  original  family  of 
Hon.  Robert  Lamberton  (see  preceding  geneal¬ 
ogy),  the  founder  of  the  Lamberton  bank  in 
Franklin,  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  is 
Lewis  Thomas  Lamberton,  born  in  Franklin  on 
May  2,  1841,  who  possesses  a  keen  memory  and 
a  lively  interest  in  affairs,  although  retired  from 
business,  and  living  in  his  home  at  No.  422  Fif¬ 
teenth  Street,  Franklin,  Pennsylvania.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  of  Franklin,  and  followed 
with  the  course  in  the  Waterford  Academy  at 
Waterford,  Pennsylvania.  He  went  to  Coopers- 
town  in  1862  and  engaged  in  the  country  store  busi¬ 
ness.  He  left  Cooperstown  in  1869,  and  came  to 
Franklin.  Here  he  took  charge  of  an  oil  farm 
below  Oil  City,  the  Farren  and  Hays  farm. 

Mr.  Lamberton  was  elected  sheriff  on  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  ticket  in  the  fall  of  1874;  was  sworn  into 
office  January  1,  187s,  the  term  being  three  years. 
Upon  leaving  the  sheriff’s  office  he  entered  the  Oil 
Exchange  in  Oil  City,  and  continued  to  operate 
there  for  seven  years.  In  1886  he  went  into  the 
shoe  business,  and  continued  that  for  some  twenty 
years he  retired  in  1906.  He  has  been  a  director 
of  the  Lamberton  National  Bank  of  Franklin 
since  its  organization.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Lamberton  was  married,  October  7,  1862, 
in  Pleasantville,  Pennsylvania,  to  Martha  A. 
Mitchell,  born  January  7,  1843,  died  May  25, 
1925,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza  (Lamb) 
Mitchell.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lamberton  have  been 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows:  1.  John 
Mitchell.  2.  Leon  Guston.  3.  Frank  Ernest,  who 
married  Mary  Belle  White,  on  September  12,  1894, 
and  had  a  son  Lewis.  4.  Herbert  Gilfillan,  who 
married  Amy  Dermody,  and  had  a  daughter, 
Martha,  who  married  J.  Harold  Osmer  on  Decem¬ 
ber  4,  1920.  5.  Foster  Mitchell,  who  was  married 
October  14,  1891,  to  Mabel  Chadwick,  and  had  two 
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children :  Foster,  and  Lauretta  Chadwick,  who 
married  Chess  Lamberton  (q.  v.).  6.  Lida  Ger¬ 
trude,  who  married  Donald  Fuller,  June  22,  1898, 
and  had  the  following  children :  George  L.,  who 
married  Victoria  Lack,  and  lives  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  where  he  is  in  business ;  Mary  E.,  who 
married  Harold  J.  Lauver,  and  had  a  son,  Harold 
J.,  Jr.,  and  Jean  M.  7.  Morris  Alexander.  8. 
Robert  Floyd,  who  married  Elsa  L.  Burgess.  9. 
Grace  Eugenia. 


HARRY  LAMBERTON — The  present  head 
of  the  Lamberton  family  in  Pennsylvania  is 
Harry  Lamberton,  youngest  and  surviving  son  of 
Hon.  Robert  Lamberton  (see  Lamberton  genealogy 
on  a  preceding  page),  the  famous  founder  of  the 
family  in  Franklin,  Venango  County,  and  of  the 
bank  which  stands  as  a  monument  to  his  genius  as 
a  financier  and  to  his  fame  as  a  builder  of  enter¬ 
prises. 

Harry  Lamberton,  son  of  Hon.  Robert  and 
Margaret  (Seaton)  Lamberton,  was  born  in 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  February  13,  1858,  and 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town.  A 
course  in  the  Lawrenceville  Preparatory  School, 
Lawrenceville,  New  Jersey,  completed  his  educa¬ 
tion.  In  1878  he  entered  upon  his  business  career 
in  banking  with  the  Lamberton  Savings  Bank,  for 
that  was  the  name  of  the  institution  which  spanned 
the  transition  period  between  the  close  of  the  com¬ 
mercial  banking  business  established  in  1859-60  by 
Hon.  Robert  Lamberton  and  the  large  commer¬ 
cial  banking  business  transacted  by  the  Lamberton 
National  Bank  to-day.  His  connection  with  the 
bank  has  been  continuous  for  the  period  close  to 
half  a  century  which  has  followed.  With  W.  J. 
Lamberton,  Harry  Lamberton,  bought  the  interest 
of  R.  L.  Cochran  in  1883.  When  the  bank  was 
reorganized,  in  1899,  under  its  present  title,  Harry 
Lamberton  became  vice-president,  and,  in  1901, 
succeeded  to  the  presidency,  upon  the  death  of  Cal¬ 
vin  W.  Gilfillan,  his  brother-in-law  (q.  v.),  and 
has  continued  to  hold  that  office  since.  His  clubs 
are:  The  Franklin,  Wanango  Country,  Venango, 
of  Oil  City,  the  Rotary,  and  the  American  Bank¬ 
ers’  Association.  His  religious  fellowship  is  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Lamberton  married,  February  17,  1886,  Vir¬ 
ginia  Ella  Hughes,  daughter  of  Captain  Henry 
M.  and  Frances  A.  (Richardson)  Hughes. 

To  Harry  and  Virginia  Ella  (Hughes)  Lamber¬ 


ton  have  been  born  three  children :  1.  Harold 
Hutchinson,  born  August  9,  1889,  died  April  5, 
1915.  2.  Virginia  Hughes,  born  February  1,  1892, 
died  December  24,  1899.  3.  Richard  Hughes,  born 
January  26,  1901 ;  graduated  from  the  Franklin 
High  School;  Lawrenceville  Preparatory  School, 
Lawrenceville,  New  Jersey,  1920;  Amherst  College, 
1924,  with  the  honor  of  Grove  poet,  and  won  a 
loving  cup  for  being  the  best)  all-around  athlete  in 
college.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Scarab  and  Psi 
Upsilon  fraternities.  On  leaving  college  he  en¬ 
tered  the  Lamberton  National  Bank,  and  since 
January,  1925,  has  been  its  teller, 

Harry  Lamberton  is  a  recognized  leader  in  the 
financial  circles  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  The 
dignity  of  his  position  as  president  of  the  Lam¬ 
berton  National  Bank  in  Franklin,  has  been  fur¬ 
ther  enhanced  by  the  location  of  that  institution 
in  its  new  bank  building,  an  architectural  gem, 
and  one  of  the  finest  structures  of  the  kind  in 
Ajmerica  for  a  city  of  the  size  of  Franklin,  the 
building  costing  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  million 
dollars.  Mr.  Lamberton  possesses  the  breadth  of 
intellect  and  the  imaginative  qualities  of  the  fam¬ 
ily,  the  keen  foresight,  with  executive  gifts  and 
strong  determination  and  perseverance,  as  well  as 
rigid  principles  regarding  their  relations  with  their 
fellow-men.  Their  ambitious  undertakings  have 
contributed  to  the  general  welfare,  which  has  ever 
been  included  in  their  enterprises.  The  brothers, 
Harry  and  the  others,  have  not  fallen  short  in 
their  achievement  of  the  ambitious  dreams  of  the 
immigrant  ancestor,  who  left  so  strong  an  impress 
of  his  character  and  genius  upon  Venango  County. 
Mr.  Lamberton  and  his  wife  are  leaders  in  the 
social  life  of  Franklin  and  the  environs  dominated 
by  the  influence  of  that  municipality.  They  are 
constructive  forces  in  the  community,  and  cor¬ 
dial  supporters  of  every  worth-while  endeavor 
that  makes  for  the  general  uplift  of  the  people. 

(The  Hughes  Line). 

The  Hughes  family  is  of  sturdy  Welsh  ances¬ 
try,  and  its  early  immigrrants  numbered  many  of 
the  pioneers  of  Pennsylvania,  builders  of  this  vast 
industrial  Commonwealth,  and  scores  of  ardent 
patriots  and  brave  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  the  Civil  War,  the  Spanish-American  War 
and  the  World  War. 

(I)  James  Hughes,  son  of  Ellis  Hughes,  was  born 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  to  which  country  his  father 
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had  emigrated  from  Wales.  Orphaned  by  the 
loss  of  both  parents  in  extreme  youth,  he  came 
to  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  served  an  apprentice¬ 
ship  with  a  harness  and  saddlemaker.  He  learned 
the  miller’s  trade,  and  with  his  brother  Ellis 
settled  in  Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  where 
they  operated  the  Negley  Mills.  He  married  and 
removed  to  Venango  County,  being  one  of  its 
first  settlers.  He  grew  to  be  a  leader  of  large 
influence  in  the  community.  Settling  at  the  mouth 
of  Big  Scrubgrass  Creek,  he  took  over  a  tract 
of  land  on  Bullion  Run,  where  he  erected  a  saw¬ 
mill  in  1806,  and  did  a  large  business,  supplying 
lumber  for  stores  and  houses  in  both  the  village  and 
the  outlying  country.  In  1814  he  built  the  first 
grist  mill  in  that  region,  and  for  four  years  did 
all  the  milling  for  a  countryside  stretching  for 
many  miles  in  all  directions.  In  1839,  he  removed 
to  Slab  Furnace  in  Cranberry  Township,  and  there 
engaged  in  the  iron  industry  with  marked  suc¬ 
cess.  He  bought  the  Union  Furnace,  near  Coop- 
erstown,  at  a  later  date,  paying  for  it  $10,000,  a 
large  sum  at  that  period.  This  venture,  though 
not  due  to  any  fault  on  his  part,  was  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  from  the  start,  but  he  struggled  on  with  a 
stout  heart  until  1853,  when  the  panic  of  that 
year  swept  away  everything  he  had,  all  in  a  single 
day.  His  energies  sapped  by  age  and  reverses,  led 
him  to  make  his  home  with  his  daughter  in  Clin¬ 
ton  Township,  where  he  died  March  26,  1856.  He 
was  a  man  of  unusual  energy  and  thrift,  and 
of  unspotted  name  and  character.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
founded  at  Clintonville,  and  was  its  first  class 
leader.  He  married,  in  1802,  Nancy  Shorts,  who 
survived  him  ten  years,  and  died  December  18, 
1866. 

(II)  James  (2)  Hughes,  second  son  of  James 
and  Nancy  (Shorts)  Hughes,  was  born  March  23, 
1804,  and  died  January  31,  1888.  ’He  married 
(first),  March  23,  1824,  Mary  Mallory,  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  Mallory.  He  married  (second), 
Mary,  daughter  of  Moses  Hill  and  widow  of 
George  Steele.  Her  father  was  a  sergeant  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  a  man  of  great  self-as¬ 
sertion.  His  bitter  opposition  was  aroused  when 
his  daughter  espoused  the  teachings  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  He  demanded  that  she 
leave  the  denomination  under  pain  of  disinher¬ 
itance.  She  was  of  as  strong  will  as  he,  and 
would  not  yield.  Her  clothing  was  handed  to  her, 
and,  after  offering  prayer  for  the  family,  she  went 


to  the  home  of  James  Ford,  in  Crawford  County, 
where  she  lived  for  a  year,  earning  her  livelihood 
by  teaching  school.  The  following  year,  with  Mr. 
Ford’s  family  and  Rev.  Seely  Parker,  she  attended 
the  Wolf  Creek  camp  meeting.  There  James 
Hughes,  Sr.,  having  heard  her  story,  offered  her 
a  home  in  his  family,  which  she  accepted.  She  re¬ 
sumed  the  teaching  of  school,  and  also  became  the 
teacher  of  young  James  Hughes  at  his  home.  Not 
long  afterward  they  were  married,  the  young  man 
joining  his  wife’s  church,  and  soon  was  appointed 
steward  and  class  leader,  a  relationship  he  held 
for  seven  years.  In  the  spring  of  1826  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Waterford,  Erie  County,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  one  year,  and  then  went  to  Rockland  Town¬ 
ship,  Venango  County.  There  he  built  and  op¬ 
erated  a  sawmill  and  grist  mill.  Next  he  removed 
to  East  Sandy,  Cranberry  Township,  where  he 
built  and  operated  similar  mills.  In  the  spring 
of  1837  he  exchanged  these  mills  for  a  farm  three 
and  one-half  miles  east  of  Franklin,  on  which  he 
lived  until  1862,  when  he  chose  a  homesite  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Allegheny  River,  at  Frank¬ 
lin,  and  remained  there  three  years.  He  moved 
into  the  village  of  Franklin  and  made  his  home 
there  until  his  death.  He  was  justice  of  the 
peace  for  twenty- seven  years.  Children  of  James 
(2)  and  Mary  (Mallory)  Hughes:  1.  John  W., 
bom  December  22,  1825;  married,  June  21,  1849, 
Mary  Ridgway ;  children :  Helena,  who  married 
William  Shaffer;  Wilson,  who  married  Anna 
- ;  Clinton  Wesley,  who  married  Mary  Ken¬ 
nedy;  and  Charles,  deceased.  2.  William,  born 
July  30,  1829;  married,  November  28,  1850,  Elea¬ 
nor  Bunnell,  and  he  died  February  19,  1854.  3. 
Henry  M.,  of  whom  further.  4.  Roland,  bom 
February  28,  1834,  died  July  15,  1858.  5.  Sarah 
Jane,  born  May  5,  1836,  died  February  23,  1840. 
6.  Nathaniel,  born  September  5,  1840,  died  in 
July,  1861.  7.  Nancy  Ann,  born  September  14, 
1842;  married,  September  2,  1861,  Plympton  Hill; 
children:  Lewis  P.,  born  May  14,  1863,  married 
Minnie  Pitton,  and  had  children:  Dora,  Lucille, 
Nina,  Minnie  and  Nancy;  Dora,  born  April  14, 
1865,  married  Ralph  Mattern,  and  had  children: 
Edwin  and  Wilda.  8.  Phebe  Armina,  born  June 
14,  1845,  died  September  30,  1851.  9.  Martin  B., 
born  May  16,  1847,  died  in  December,  1909;  mar¬ 
ried  Catherine  Stevens. 

(Ill)  Captain  Henry  M.  Hughes,  third  child  of 
James  (2)  and  Mary  (Mallory)  Hughes,  had  to 
his  credit  a  splendid  military  record  in  the  Civil 
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War,  and  was  a  business  man  of  remarkable  abil¬ 
ity.  He  was  born  in  Rockland  Township,  Ve¬ 
nango  County,  Pennsylvania,  May  12,  1831,  and 
died  in  Valparaiso,  Saunders  County,  Nebraska, 
September  9,  1885.  He  was  educated  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools,  at  an  academy  in  Nelson,  Ohio,  and 
at  Allegheny  College,  Meadville,  Pennsylvania. 
He  went  to  Kansas  in  1857,  and  there  filled  various 
posts  of  honor  and  trust..  He  was  elected  su¬ 
perintendent  of  public  instruction,  and  also  per¬ 
formed  the  duties  of  deputy  sheriff  and  recorder 
of  deeds,  clerk  of  the  county,  probate  and  dis¬ 
trict  courts,  and  was  marshal  of  Paola.  He  was 
appointed  enrolling  clerk  of  the  Legislature,  and 
in  that  capacity  enrolled  duplicate  copies  of  the 
Wyandotte  Constitution  under  which  Kansas  was 
admitted  to  the  Union  as  a  free  State.  He  also 
did  his  full  part  in  saving  that  State  from  the 
grasp  of  slavery.  Returning  home  in  October, 
1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  K,  4th 
Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  was  mus¬ 
tered  in  as  first  lieutenant  on  October  18.  His 
military  record,  summarized,  follows :  Captain, 
November  1,  1862;  captain  and  assistant  inspec¬ 
tor-general,  2d  Brigade,  2d  Division,  Cavalry 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  December  24,  1862. 
Service :  Duty  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington  till 
May,  1862;  James  Mill,  June  27;  Peach  Orchard, 
June  29;  White  Oaks  Swamp,  June  30;  Malvern 
Hill,  July  1 ;  duty  at  Harrison’s  Landing  and 
Yorktown  till  September;  Rockville,  Maryland, 
September  1 1 ;  Frederick,  September  12;  South 
Mountain,  September  14;  Antietam,  September  17; 
expedition  in  pursuit  of  Stuart,  October  6-16;  Up- 
perville,  Virginia,  November  3 ;  Markham  Sta¬ 
tion,  November  4;  Jefferson,  November  7;  Fred¬ 
ericksburg,  December  13.  He  was  assistant 
inspector-general  and  chief  of  staff  to  Gen¬ 
eral  J.  Irving  Gregg  in  General  Burnside’s 
second  campaign,  January  20-24,  1863 ;  Hart- 
wood  Church,  February  25 ;  Kelly  Ford,  March 
17;  Chancellorsville,  April  29  to  May  6, 
Dumfries,  May  17;  Beverly  Ford,  June  9; 
Aldie,  June  18;  Middleburg,  June  19-21;  Hanover 
Junction,  Pennsylvania,  June  30;  Gettysburg,  July 
2-3;  Stevens’  Furnace,  July  5;  Sheperdstown,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  July  16;  Oakshade,  September  13;  James 
City,  October  10-11;  Sulphur  Springs,  October  12; 
Bristow  Station,  October  13;  Rappahannock  Sta¬ 
tion,  November  7;  Mile  Run,  November  26-De- 
cember  2;  at  Camp  Stoneman  till  May  12,  1864; 
Guinea  Station,  May  21 ;  North  Anna,  May  23- 


27;  Hawes  Shop,  May  28;  Old  Church  Tavern, 
May  30;  Cold  Harbor,  June  1-6;  Trevillian  Sta¬ 
tion,  June  11 ;  Whitehaven,  June  21;  St.  Mary’s 
Church,  June  24-25;  Proctor’s  Hill,  July  1-3; 
Warwick  Swamp,  July  12;  Four  Mile,  July  27; 
Deep  Bottom,  August  13-15;  White  Tavern,  Au¬ 
gust  16;  Reams  Station,  August  23-25;  Gunley 
House,  September  2 ;  Vaughn  Road,  September 
29-30.  Captain  Hughes  was  mustered  out  Oc¬ 
tober  18,  1864,  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  service. 
He  then  established  himself  at  Plumer,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  for  a  time  was  connected  with  the 
United  States  Revenue  Service.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Antwerp  Pipe  Line  Com¬ 
pany,  and  was  made  secretary.  After  that  com¬ 
pany’s  consolidation  with  the  United  Pipe  Lines 
he  became  secretary  of  the  enlarged  corporation. 

Captain  Henry  M.  Hughes  married,  November 
27,  1859,  Frances  A.  Richardson,  born  February 
9,  1840,  died  February  22,  1901,  daughter  of  Rich¬ 
ard  and  Elizabeth  (Rice)  Richardson.  Children: 
1.  Harry  R.,  born  August  9,  i860;  married  (first) 
Gertrude  Cunningham,  and  had  a  daughter,  Ger¬ 
trude;  married  (second)  Charlotte  Clark,  and  had 
children,  Marguerite,  Francis  and  Charlotte.  2. 
Edward  Everett.  3.  Albert  Duncan,  born  May  31, 
1865 ;  married  and  had  five  children.  4.  Virginia 
Ella,  born  September  2,  1867;  married,  February 
17,  1886,  Harry  Lamberton,  of  this  review.  5. 
Eugene  Emerson,  born  February  7,  1870;  mar¬ 
ried  Belle  Jones;  children:  Virginia  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth.  6.  Nina  May,  born  September  22,  1872; 
married  Morris  Cummings.  7.  Ural  Sumner,  born 

April  21,  1875 ;  married - .  8.  Annetta 

Lulu  Lorraine,  born  March  27,  1877;  married 
Charles  E.  Rogers ;  children :  Louise,  Richard  Big- 
ley  and  Robert.  9.  Frances  Amenta,  born  May  24, 
1881 ;  married  Robert  E.  Moorhead,  and  had  chil¬ 
dren:  Robert,  who  died  young,  and  Mary  Louise. 

An  unusual  circumstance  in  connection  with  the 
naming  of  Captain  Hughes’  children  is  the  acros¬ 
tic  formed  from  the  initials  of  their  names,  and 
the  incident  leading  up  to  that  singular  arrange¬ 
ment.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  before 
entering  the  field  of  battle,  Captain  Hughes  had  a 
premonition,  in  which,  he  said,  a  voice  actually 
seemed  to  say  to  him :  “You  will  be  spared  to  pass 
through  the  ordeals  of  the  war  unharmed,  and 
return  home  safely  to  your  family,  and  will  have 
six  children,  four  boys  and  two  girls.”  Moved  by 
a  sense  of  gratitude  he  determined  to  name  the 
children  so  that  the  initial  letters  would  spell 
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“Heaven  Redeem.”  He,  in  fact  had  nine  children, 
as  enumerated  above,  and  the  acrostic  was  length¬ 
ened  to  read:  “Heaven  Redeem  Us  All,  Amen.” 


CHESS  LAMBERTON — An  important  banker 
in  Franklin,  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  a 
leader  in  the  affairs  of  that  opulent  city  is  Chess 
Lamberton,  eldest  son  of  Robert  Gilfillan  Lam- 
berton,  banker  (q.  v.).  Chess  Lamberton  was 
born  in  Franklin,  November  i,  1877,  his  mother 
being  Luella  J.  (Chess)  Lamberton.  The  im¬ 
migrant  ancestor  of  the  family,  Hon.  Robert  Lam¬ 
berton,  founded  the  noted  Lamberton  National 
Bank  of  which  Chess  Lamberton  is  vice-president 
and  trust  officer  of  the  trust  department. 

Chess  Lamberton  obtained  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  birthplace,  where  he 
passed  his  boyhood  and  was  reared.  He  pursued 
the  higher  branches  of  learning  at  the  Kiskiminetas 
Springs  School,  Saltsburg,  Pennsylvania;  he  at¬ 
tended  Grove  City  College  for  two  years,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  with  a  course  at  the  Eastman  Business  Col¬ 
lege,  Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  Returning  to 
Franklin  he  began  banking  at  the  bottom  rung  as 
messenger  in  the  Lamberton  National  Bank, 
founded  by  Hon.  Robert  Lamberton.  He  rose 
step  by  step,  leaving  nothing  which  could  add  to 
his  experience  untried,  until  he  was  made  assistant 
cashier.  In  1903  he  was  elected  cashier  of  the 
bank;  and  in  1919  he  was  further  advanced  to  the 
office  of  vice-president,  which  he  now  holds.  To 
this  were  added'  the  duties  of  trust  officer  of  the 
trust  department  when  this  department  was  in¬ 
stalled,  which  offices  he  occupies  to-day.  His 
banking  interests,  in  addition  to  those  in  Frank¬ 
lin,  include  a  membership  on  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  president  and  director  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Cochranton,  Crawford  County, 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Lamberton  is  the  proudest,  however,  of  his 
achievements  as  chairman  of  the  General  Liberty 
Loan  Commission  of  Venango  County,  and  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  War  Savings  Committee  of  Venango 
County  during  the  World  War.  He  is  secretary 
and  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  Dick  Sand 
Company  of  Franklin,  operating  a  plant  near 
Polk,  Pennsylvania,  which  cost  upwards  of  $100,- 
000.  Mr.  Lamberton  served  two  years  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Franklin  Board  of  Trade,  since  re¬ 
named  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  a  mem¬ 


ber  of  Myrtle  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
of  Franklin;  of  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  thirty- 
second  degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite; 
and  of  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order, 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Erie,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks;  of  the  Franklin  Club, 
the  Washington  Club;  the  Wanango  Country  Club, 
and  the  Venango  Club  of  Oil  City.  He  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

Mr.  Lamberton  was  married,  at  Mayville,  New 
York,  August  11,  1925,  to  Lauretta  Chadwick 
Lamberton,  daughter  of  Foster  M.  and  Mabel 
(Chadwick)  Lamberton  (q.  v.).  He  has  been  a 
most  prominent  business  man  of  Franklin,  and  a 
strong  force  for  directing  its  interests  along  the 
most  approved  and  sure-footed  lines  of  modern 
progress.  In  every  capacity  he  has  ever  done  his 
utmost  to  promote  better  conditions  whether  in 
business  or  of  a  social  nature.  Of  the  clubs  and 
associations  to  which  he  belongs,  it  is  no  misuse 
of  words  to  say  he  is  the  leading  member  in  al¬ 
most  every  case.  His  address  is  the  Lamberton 
National  Bank,  Franklin,  Venango  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 


ROBERT  LAMBERTON — Following  the  tra¬ 
ditions  of  his  family  for  several  generations,  in 
lineal  descent  from  the  Hon.  Robert  Lamberton, 
and  literally  through  every  branch  of  the  noted 
family,  Robert  Lamberton,  who  bears  the  name 
of  the  founder  in  his  generation  is  also  a 
banker. 

Mr.  Lamberton  was  born  at  Franklin,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  May  4,  1886,  the  youngest  son  of  Robert 
Gilfillan  and  his  second  wife,  Jessie  King  (Judson) 
Lamberton  (q.  v.).  He  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  and  took  a  four-year  course  at  the  Cul¬ 
ver  Military  Academy,  Culver,  Indiana.  Return¬ 
ing  home  for  a  business  career,  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  eighteen  months  as  a  clerk  in  the 
Lamberton  National  Bank  of  Oil  City,  after  which 
he  became  a  student  in  the  Eastman  Business  Col¬ 
lege  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  He  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  April,  1908,  after  taking  special  work 
along  the  lines  he  considered  most  essential  to  fit 
himself  for  commercial  and  banking  pursuits.  Re¬ 
turning  to  Franklin,  the  oil  and  gas  industry  en¬ 
gaged  his  attention,  and  he  developed  and  operated 
properties  in  Venango  County,  and  in  Clarion 
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County,  where  he  holds  extensive  leases.  At  vari¬ 
ous  times  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  Lamberton 
National  Bank,  of  Franklin.  He  became  its  as¬ 
sistant  cashier  on  July  x,  1918,  and  cashier  on 
May  1,  1919.  He  also  is  vice-president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Cochanton,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Lamberton  is  prominent  in  the  membership 
of  the  Franklin  Club,  Wanango  Country  Club  and 
the  Venango  Club  of  Oil  City;  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks;  is  a  member  of  Myrtle 
Lodge,  No.  316,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  of 
Venango  Chapter,  No.  21 1,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
of  Keystone  Council,  No.  42,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters;  of  Franklin  Commandery,  No.  44, 
Knights  Templar,  all  of  Franklin;  and  of  Zem 
Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Scottish  Rite  Lodge  of  Per¬ 
fection,  and  the  Consistory.  Mr.  Lamberton  is  one 
of  the  ablest  trap  shooters  of  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  has  won  many  shooting  contests.  His 
score  of  hits  averages  around  ninety-five  per  cent 
annually.  He  is  also  interested  in  field  trial  and 
keeps  about  ten  or  twelve  bird  dogs. 

Mr.  Lamberton  married,  on  September  29,  1909, 
Myra  Moorehead  Plumer,  daughter  of  Ralph  C. 
and  Margaret  (Dieringer)  Plumer,  and  they  have 
four  children :  Robert  G.,  Jr.,  Jessie  Margaret, 
Charles  Plumer,  and  Harry  William,  born  August 
22,  1925. 


HENRY  WHITING  LAMBERTON  is  a 

member  of  a  family  that  has  played  a  significant 
part  in  the  upbuilding  of  Venango  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  His  life  has  progressed  along  much 
the  same  constructive  and  successful  lines  as  that 
of  his  father,  James  Gilfillan  Lamberton,  who 
typified  in  both  his  business  and  private  life  the 
characteristics  that  have  made  the  name  of  Lam¬ 
berton  famous  in  the  region  for  almost  a 
century.  James  G.  Lamberton  came  to  Frank¬ 
lin,  Pennsylvania,  a  few  years  later  than 
his  older  brother,  Hon.  Robert  Lamberton. 
Of  the  same  sturdy  stuff  he  established  a 
mercantile  business  in  the  pioneer  period  and 
had  the  breadth  of  character  to  extend  his  op¬ 
erations  with  the  increase  of  opportunities  offered 
by  the  growing  community  maintaining  a  leading 
place  among  the  merchants  of  the  locality  through¬ 
out  his  active  career.  He  became  one  of  the  most 
substantial  citizens  of  his  adopted  place,  and  per¬ 
sonally  commanded  the  highest  respect  for  his  in¬ 


189 

tegrity  and  the  honorable  principles  which  guided 
him  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  Bora  March  21, 
1818,  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  parents,  near 
Londonderry  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  he  was  a 
son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Gilfillan)  Lamber¬ 
ton,  and  a  descendant  of  an  old  family  of  Scotch 
origin  (see  Lamberton  genealogy  on  preceding 
pages). 

James  Gilfillan  Lamberton  grew  up  "in  Ireland, 
spending  his  early  years  on  the  parental  farm  and 
receiving  such  educational  privileges  as  the  home 
schools  offered.  His  brother,  Hon  Robert  Lam¬ 
berton,  having  come  to  America  and  begun  to 
prosper,  he  followed  him  to  Franklin  in  the  year 
1838,  and,  like  him,  became  one  of  the  foremost 
men  of  his  day  in  this  section.  By  1842'  he  had  ac¬ 
quired!  enough  experience  and  capital  to  encourage 
him  in  starting  up  for  himself  and  he  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  that  year,  meeting  with 
such  success  that  his  store  became  one  of  the 
largest  dry  goods  houses  in  the  city.  It  was  long 
before  the  days  of  railroads  in  this  territory,  and 
his  stock  came  by  boat  from  Pittsburgh.  The 
natural  resources  of  this  part  of  Pennsylvania 
proved  to  be  far  beyond  the  estimates  of  the  most 
sanguine  of  its  early  settlers,  and,  as  industries 
developed,  many  were  attracted  by  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  profitable  employment,  quickening  trade  in 
every  line.  Mr.  Lamberton,  alert  to  see  the  prom¬ 
ise  of  the  conditions  which  developed,  bent  every 
effort  toward  making  his  establishment  a  con¬ 
venient  trading  center,  and  his  stock  and  accom¬ 
modations  drew  a  large!  share  of  the  local  patron¬ 
age.  He  continued  in  active  business  for  a  period 
of  forty-five  years,  withdrawing  from  the  mer¬ 
cantile  trade  in  1887,  but  retaining  the  oversight 
of  the  valuable  interests  he  had  acquired  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  Franklin,  December  25, 
1903.  Public  life  and  outside  interests  held  little 
attraction  for  him,  but  he  never  neglected  the 
duties  of  citizenship  or  social  life,  and  his  co¬ 
operation  with  all  good  movements  could  be 
counted  upon.  He  was  especially  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he 
was  an  active  member  for  many  years,  holding  the 
office  of  trustee.  Mr.  Lamberton  married  Anna  M. 
Whiting,  who  was  born  in  Chester  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Whiting,  and  died  in  1886.  She  is  buried  with  her 
husband  in  Franklin  Cemetery.  Children :  1. 
Henry  Whiting,  who  is  mentioned  below.  2.  Mary 
Jane,  born  in  February,  1855,  married  James  N. 
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Craft,  who  is  in  the  oil  refining  business  and 
had  children:  George  L.  and  Anna  Louise,  the 
latter  now  the  wife  of  J.  G.  Smith,  a  merchant  of 
Warren,  Pennsylvania,  by  whom  she  has  two  chil¬ 
dren  :  Horton  and  Robert.  3.  Charles  McGill,  who 
was  connected  with  the  Oil  City  National  Bank, 
until  his  death  in  June,  1921. 

Henry  Whiting  Lamberton  was  born  in  Frank¬ 
lin,  April  24,  1853,  and  obtained  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  there.  Later,  he  attended  a  preparatory  school 
in  Randolph,  New  York.  His  early  business  ex¬ 
periences  was  acquired  in  his  father’s  employ,  in 
the  capacity  of  clerk,  and  having  familiarized  him¬ 
self  with  the  details  of  the  business,  he  opened  a 
store  of  his  own  in  1880,  from  which  date  he  de¬ 
voted  most  of  his  time  and  energies  to  the  dry 
goods  trade.  Since  withdrawing  from  that  line  he 
has  found  himself  well  occupied  looking  after  his 
large  real  estate  interests  here.  Mr.  Lamberton 
has  given  important  service  to  his  townsmen  as 
a  city  official,  having  served  on  and  off  for  forty 
years  as  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  for  six 
years  on  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners.  He 
has  numerous  social  connections,  holding  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Franklin  Club  and  the  Elks’  Club,  and 
affiliating  with  Myrtle  Lodge,  No.  316,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  the  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons  ;  and  Franklin  Commandery,  Knights  Temp¬ 
lar.  His  religious  connection  is  with  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

On  December  8,  1897,  Mr.  Lamberton  married, 
at  Dunkirk,  New  York,  Effie  M.  Hemphill, 
daughter  of  George  Washington  and  Catharine 
(Wilhelm)  Hemphill.  Her  paternal  grandmother 
was  Elizabeth  Steven.  Her  maternal  grandpar¬ 
ents  were  Daniel  and  Catharine  Eve  (Niedigh) 
Wilhelm,  pioneer  settlers  in  Center  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Mrs.  Lamberton  is  active  in  many  kinds 
of  philanthropic  work,  notably  the  American  Red 
Cross,  of  which  she  was  the  first  treasurer,  serv¬ 
ing  in  that  capacity  for  seven  years,  until  she  re¬ 
signed  because  of  the  necessary  interruptions 
caused  by  her  wintering  every  year  in  Florida. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lamberton  have  no  children.  Their 
home  is  at  No.  1334  Elk  Street,  Franklin,  where 
Mr.  Lamberton  has  resided  for  the  greater  part 
of  his  life. 


CALVIN  WILLARD  GILFILLAN— A  law¬ 
yer  with  rare  business  ability  and  talents  of  a 
high  order  for  public  affairs,  Calvin  Willard  Gil- 
fillan,  president  of  the  Lamberton  National  Bank 


of  Franklin  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  one  of 
the  ablest  men  Venango  County  has  produced,  and 
his  name  shines  in  a  galaxy  of  men  with  abilities 
executive  and  creative  of  the  first  order. 

Mr.  Gilfillan  was  born  at  East  Brook  February 
20,  1832.  He  was  the  descendant  of  James  (1) 
Gilfillan,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Mercer 
County,  Pennsylvania,  in  that  portion  which  was 
set  off  in  later  years  by  the  erection  of  Lawrence 
County.  He  settled  there  in  1797. 

James  (2)  Gilfillan,  son  of  James  (1)  Gilfillan, 
was  born  on  the  homestead  in  Mercer  County 
April  3,  1800,  and  died  July  4,  1886.  He  married, 
May  19,  1825,  Janes  Adams,  born  July  15,  1807, 
died  October  30,  i860.  They  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children :  1.  William,  born  March 
14,  1826,  died  December  24,  1871 ;  married,  Sep¬ 
tember  16,  1847,  Martha  I.  Glenn.  2.  Martha,  born 
November  12,  1827,  died  May  15,  1834.  3.  Mar¬ 
gery,  married  Dr.  George  Murray.  4.  Calvin 
Willard,  of  whom  further.  5.  Alexander,  born 
December  16,  1832,  died  December  26,  1832.  6. 
Martha  (2),  born  in  1834.  7.  Robert  S.,  born 
May  11,  1835.  8.  James  H.,  born  July  11,  1837; 
married,  in  July,  1864,  Sarah  Euwer.  9.  Milo, 
born  June  30,  1839.  10.  David  I.,  bom  Septem¬ 
ber  10,  1841,  died  June  2,  1864;  married,  in  March, 
1864,  Mary  A.  Rose.  11.  John  A.,  bom  December, 
29,1  1843.  12.  Joseph  E.,  born  March  1,  1846,  died 
May  17,  1849.  13.  Hiram  A.,  born  July  28,  1848, 
died  March  22,  1865.  14.  Theodore  N.,  born 

March  14,  1851 ;  married,  November  17,  1874, 
Kate  Wright,  died  June  9,  1924. 

Calvin  Willard  Gilfillan,  second  son  of  James 
(2)  and  Jane  (Adams)  Gilfillan,  was  born  in  Mer¬ 
cer  County,  Pennsylvania,  February  20,  1831.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Lawrence 
County  and  at  Westminster  College,  New  Wil¬ 
mington,  Pennnsylvania.  He  studied  law  under 
the  preceptorship  of  William  Stewart,  of  Mercer 
County,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Mercer 
County  in  November,  1859.  Prior  to  his  admis¬ 
sion  he  served  two  years  as  superintendent  of 
schools  in  Mercer  County,  and  one  year  as  tran¬ 
scribing  clerk  in  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1859  he  established 
himself  in  Franklin,  Venango  County,  where  he 
soon  attained  a  fine  practice.  In  1861  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  district  attorney  of  Venango  County,  and 
in  1862  he  was  elected  to  the  same  office  and 
served  ably  and  acceptably  for  three  years.  In 
1862  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Charles  E. 
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Taylor,  which  continued  until  1867.  He  prac¬ 
ticed  alone  until  1873,  when  he  was  chosen  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Lamberton  Savings  Bank.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  hold  the  presidency  of  the  Lamberton 
Bank  after  its  reorganization  as  the  Lamberton 
National  Bank  in  1899,  and  until  the  day  of  his 
death,  in  1901.  In  1868  he  was  elected  to  Con¬ 
gress  as  a  Republican,  and  served  one  term.  The 
honor  was  the  natural  result  of  his  familiarity  with 
the  political  life  of  the  Venango  County  district, 
and  its  tremendous  increase  in  commercial  activity 
and  importance.  Under  his  wise  guidance  the 
political  life  of  Venango  County  expanded  fit¬ 
tingly  and  naturally  along  lines  in  keeping  with  its 
recent  attainment  of  wealth  and  responsibility. 
He  represented  the  district  in  Congress  with  the 
ability  and,  fidelity  that  characterized  all  his  pub¬ 
lic  service.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican 
National  Convention  which  nominated  General 
Ulysses  Simpson  Grant  for  President  in  1872,  it 
being  his  second  term.  In  1880  he  was  a  Presi¬ 
dential  elector,  and  cast  his  vote  in  the  electoral 
college  for  Garfield  and  Arthur,  both  of  whom 
were  destined  to  fill  the  highest  office  in  the  gift 
of  the  people. 

Mr.  Gilfillan  married,  November  30,  1858,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  A.  Lamberton,  daughter  of  Hon.  Robert 
and  Margaret  (Seaton)  Lamberton  (see  Lamber¬ 
ton  genealogy  on  a  preceding  page).  They  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children :  1.  Annie  M., 
who  married  Dr.  E.  P.  Wilmot.  2.  Robert  E., 
who  married  Theresa  Peterson.  3.  William  L., 
who  married  Idoletta  Kilgore.  4.  Emma  M.,  who 
married  Charles  H.  Thomas,  a  biography  of  whom 
follows. 


CHARLES  HOLMES  THOMAS— A  prom¬ 
inent  man  in  the  oil  industry  of  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Ohio  is  Charles  Holmes  Thomas,  only 
child  of  Joseph  W.  and  Susannah  Julia  (Holmes) 
Thomas.  He  was  born  in  Red  Bank,  Monmouth 
County,  New  Jersey,  and  makes  his  home  at  Frank¬ 
lin,  Pennsylvania. 

The  Thomas  family  traces  its  descent  from  Sir 
Rhys  ap  Thomas,  who  lived  in  Wales  during  the 
reigns  of  Henry  VII  and  Henry  VIII  of  England. 
The  historical  part  begins  probably  with  Brien 
Rhegel,  a  British  prince,  living,  according  to  the 
best  authorities,  in  the  sixth  century  after  Christ. 
That  Sir  Rhys  was  descended  from  Brien  is  the 
uniform  opinion  of  all  writers  upon  Welch  his¬ 
tory  and  genealogy.  Sir  Rhys  ap  Thomas,  born 


in  1449,  was  educated  at  court  and  held  a  post  of 
high  honor  in  the  duke’s  household.  He  pos¬ 
sessed  great  estates  and  wealth  in  Wales,  and  was 
of  such  importance  that  his  allegiance  was  of 
great  value  to  the  warring  houses  of  York  and 
Lancaster,  contending  for  the  British  throne. 
Sir  Rhys,  while  loyal  to  King  Richard  III,  later 
espoused  the  cause  of  Richmond,  and  at  thq  battle 
of  Bosworth,  August  22,  1485,  slew  King  Richard, 
fighting  him  hand  to  hand.  Whether  this  be  true, 
his  conduct  on  that  day  was  so  conspicuous  for 
gallantry  in  battle  that  Richmond  ascribed  to  it 
the  issue  of  the  battle,  and  in  token  of  his  grati¬ 
tude  ever  after  applied  to  him  the  title  of  Father 
Rhys.  He  also  knighted  him  on  the  field  after 
the  battle.  The  spoils  of  King  Richard’s  tent 
were  shared  by  Rhys  and  Sir  William  Stanley. 
Other  honors  were  heaped  upon  him  by  the  grate¬ 
ful  monarch  after  he  was  established  on  the  throne. 
Sir  Rhys  held  the  highest  offices  in  Wales  under  his 
king,  with  whom  he  fought  in  several  wars.  He 
had  several  wives  and  left  issue.  It  is  from  Sir 
Rhys  that  great  many  Thomas  families  in  the 
United  States  descend. 

(I)  David  Thomas  was  the  immediate  ancestor 
of  the  American  branch  of  the  family  to  which 
Charles  Holmes  Thomas  belongs.  He  was  born  in 
Wales  and  settled  in  Philadelphia.  Another  David 
Thomas,  also  from  Wales,  isi  the  ancestor  of  the 
Thomas  family  of  Catasauqua,  Pennsylvania,  con¬ 
stituting  the  Thomas  Iron  Company.  David 
Thomas,  of  Philadelphia  was  a  shoemaker  and 
manufacturer.  He  employed  in  his  shops  a  large 
force  of  men  making  boots  and  shoes  by  the  hand 
method.  He  amassed  wealth  and  gave  his  sons, 
Richard  and  David  all  the  advantages  of  educa¬ 
tion,  intending  both  for  the  ministry.  He  died  in 
Philadelphia. 

(II)  The  Rev.  Richard  W.  Thomas,  son  of  Da¬ 
vid  Thomas,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  and  died 
there.  He  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Philadelphia  Conference,  and 
was  actively  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  calling 
until  his  death.  He  also  studied  medicine  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  degree)  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  upon  his 
graduation.  He  practiced  exclusively  for  a  short 
time,  but  soon  returned  to  the  ministry  and  there¬ 
after  used  his  medical  skill  only  as  a  valued  aid 
in  his  work  for  the  church.  He  was  pastor  in 
Philadelphia  of  the  Fifth  Street  and  Nazareth 
Street  Methodist  Episcopal  churches,  and  of  a 
church  in  Wilmington,  Delaware.  He  died  in 
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Philadelphia  in  1857,  aged  forty-eight  years.  He 
married,  in  1838,  Elizabeth  Rouse,  daughter  of 
William  Rouse,  of  Allentown,  New  Jersey,  who 
survived  him  and  died  in  Little  River,  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children :  1.  Joseph  W.,  of  whom  further.  2. 
David  Sinclair,  who  married  Sarah  Quinton.  3. 
Frank  Rouse,  who  married  Emma  Slocum,  and 
had  children:  Carrie  and  Lena.  4.  Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth,  who  married  John  King,  and  had  children: 
Florence  and  Carrie.  5.  Hannah,  who  died  un¬ 
married.  6.  John  Durbin,  an  eminent  member  of 
the  dental  profession,  noted  for  his  searching  in¬ 
vestigations  in  anxsthesia ;  a  member  of  the  fac¬ 
ulty  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania ;  one-time 
director  of  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  and 
widely  known  in  his  profession  throughout  the 
world.  He  married  (first)  Mary  Taylor  Middle- 
ton;  (second)  Elsie  L.  Passmore  Hamerick; 
(third)  Elizabeth  Hoye  Remsberg.  He  is  the  only 
survivor  of  his  family,  and  is  yet  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  No.  1126  Spruce  Street,  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

(III)  Joseph  W.  Thomas,  eldest  son  of  the  Rev. 
Richard  W.  Thomas,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
in  1840,  and  died  May  1,  1875,  at  Red  Bank,  New 
Jersey.  He  enlisted  as  a  drummer  boy  in  the  Civil 
War,  serving  in  Company  G,  14th  Regiment,  New 
Jersey  Volunteers,  and  became  regimental  band¬ 
master.  After  the  war  he  settled  in  Red  Bank, 
New  Jersey,  where  he  engaged  in  business  and 
resided  until  his  death.  He  married,  in  1870,  Su¬ 
sannah  Julia  Holmes,  daughter  of  Abraham  (2) 
and  Grace  (Wikoff)  Holmes.  (See  Holmes 
VII).  She  was  born  March  24,  1848,  and  died 
August  8,  1883. 

(IV)  Charles  H.  Thomas  was  educated  in  the 
public  school  and  Phillips  Academy,  Exeter,  New 
Hampshire.  He  began  the  study,  of  law,  con¬ 
tinuing  for  one  year  under  the  preceptorship  of 
his  uncle,  James  Steen,  of  Eatontown,  New  Jersey, 
but  decided  to  forsake  the  profession  for  business. 
He  engaged  in  business  in  Philadelphia,  and  be¬ 
came  a  salesman  for  the  Standard  Oil  Company, 
afterwards  taking  the  same  post  with  the  Galena 
Signal  Oil  Company.  He  has  continued  in  the 
oil  business,  and  at  present  is  vice-president  of 
the  Franklin  Railway  Oil  Company.  His  residence 
is  in  Franklin.  He  was  married,  March  30,  1892, 
to  Emma  M.  Gilfillan,  daughter  of  Calvin  W.  and 
Elizabeth  A.  (Lamberton)  Gilfillan.  (See  pre¬ 
ceding  biography).  They  are  the  parents  of 


Merriam  Steen  Thomas,  born  December  31,  1892. 
She  is  entitled  to  membership  in  all  patriotic  so¬ 
cieties  basing  membership  on  Revolutionary  ser¬ 
vice,  through  her  grandmother,  Susannah  Julia 
(Holmes)  Thomas,  tracing  from  her  to  Captain 
Peter  Wikoff,  who  commanded  New  Jersey  troops 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  a  captain 
in  the  3d  New  Jersey  Regiment,  and  Washing¬ 
ton’s  guide  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth.  Also  John 
(2)  Little,  member  of  the  Shrewsbury  Township 
(Monmouth  County)  Committee  of  Safety,  1775- 
1776.  Also  Josiah  Holmes,  chairman  of  the 
Shrewsbury  Township  Committee  of  Safety,  one 
of  the  Monmouth  Associators,  1776-78;  member 
of  the  Provincial  Legislature  of  New  Jersey, 
which  elected  delegates  to  the  Continental  Con¬ 
gress  and  instructed  them  to  vote  for  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  colonies ;  also  from  John  Lam¬ 
bert,  if  he  was,  as  supposed,  the  same  John  Lam¬ 
bert  who  commanded  a  privateer  from  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Also  from  Hannah  Little,  who  married 
(first)  Major  Benjamin  Dennis,  in  the  service 
of  the  colonies.  She  was  at  one  time  hanged  to 
a  tree  by  the  refugees,  but  was  cut  down  by  her 
daughter,  Amelia,  just  in  time  to  save  her  life. 
At  another  time  the  refugees  beat  her  over  the 
head  and  left  her  for  dead.  Her  husband  was 
killed,  and  she  married  (second)  John  Lambert, 
who,  in  1802-1803,  was  Acting  Governor  of  New 
Jersey  and  United  States  Senator  from  New  Jer¬ 
sey  from  1809-1815.  From  these  Revolutionary 
ancestors,  she  traces  to  Colonial  ancestors,  through 
whom  she  is  entitled  to  membership  in  the  Colonial 
Dames.  Richard  Lippincott,  judge  of  the  Mon¬ 
mouth  County,  New  Jersey,  courts  prior  to  1670; 
Samuel  Dennis,  judge  in  1700;  Anthony  Wood¬ 
ward,  judge  in  1705;  Josiah  Holmes,  judge  in 
1760;  John  (1)  Little,  judge  in  1723-1750,  and 
lieutenant-colonel  of  a  New  Jersey  regiment  in 
the  French  and  Indian  War  of  1746;  John  (2) 
Little,  county  judge  of  Monmouth  County,  1753 
to  1769;  and  Joseph  Dennis,  judge  and  surro¬ 
gate  of  Monmouth  County,  New  Jersey,  in  1749. 
Admission  to  the  Daughters  of  1812  is  gained 
through  the  patriotic  service  of  another  ancestor, 
Jacob  Holmes,  who  served  in  the  Monmouth  Old. 
Guard  during  the  War  of  1812.  Joseph  W. 
Thomas,  her  grandfather,  served  in  the  Civil  War. 

Merriam  Steen  Thomas  was  married,  October 
31,  1925,  to  James  Duncan  George,  of  Clarion, 
Pennsylvania,  son  of  Milton  Bums  and  Elizabeth 
(Williams)  George. 
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(.The  Holmes  Line). 

Susannah  Julia  (Holmes)  Thomas  was  de¬ 
scended  from  Thomas  Folkes,  an  early  settler  of 
New  Jersey. 

(II)  Hannah  Folkes,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Folkes,  married,  December  14,  1686,  Anthony 
Woodward,  judge  of  Monmouth  County  courts, 
1705;  member  of  the  Provincial  Legislature,  1704. 

(III)  Clemence  Woodward,  daughter  of  Judge 
Anthony  Woodward,  married,  March  30,  1720, 
Jacob  Dennis,  born  December  25,  1690-1691,  sur¬ 
rogate  of  Monmouth  County.  He  was  the  son 
of  Judge  Samuel  and  Increase  (Lippincott)  Dennis, 
who  were  married  in  February,  1680.  Judge 
Samuel  Dennis  was  judge  of  Monmouth  County 
in  1700,  and  county  clerk  in  1714.  His  first  wife, 
Increase  (Lippincott)  Dennis,  was  the  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Abigail  Lippincott.  Richard  Lip¬ 
pincott  was  a  member  of  the  Monmouth  Court  in 
December,  1669. 

(IV)  Hanna  Dennis,  daughter  of  Jacob  Dennis, 
was  born  March  26,  1721.  She  married  Judge 
Josiah  Holmes,  son  of  Captain  Thomas  Holmes, 
and  he  died  in  1750.  Josiah  Holmes  was  judge  of 
the  Monmouth  County  Court;  chairman  of  the 
Shrewsbury  Township  Committee  of  Safety,  1776; 
member  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  1776,  and  a  member  of  the  Monmouth  “As- 
sociators,”  1779. 

(V)  Jacob  Holmes,  son  of  Judge  Josiah  Holmes, 
was  born  about  1741-1742,  died  November  14,  1821. 
He  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812;  married, 
November  8,  1770,  Nancy  Russell,  baptized  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1744,  died  December,  1800,  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Abigail  (Halstead)  Russell,  who  were 
married  September  5,  1740.  James  Russell  was 
a  son  of  Abraham  Russell,  who  died  in  February, 
1744.  Abigail  (Halstead)  Russell  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Timothy  and  Margery  Halstead,  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  James  Halstead. 

(VI)  Abraham  Holmes,  son  of  Jacob  Holmes, 
was  born  in  1771,  died  October  31,  1818.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  November  8,  1805,  Jerusha  Lambert,  who 
died  in  January,  1833,  daughter  of  John  Lambert, 
born  February  16,  1740,  died  February  4,  1823, 
believed  to  have  been  the  same  John  Lambert  who 
served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  from1  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  as  captain  of  a  privateer.  He  was  Act¬ 
ing  Governor  of  New  Jersey  in  1801,  and  United 
States  Senator  from  New  Jersey  in  1809-15.  He 
married,  the  license  bearing  date  of  October  6, 


1781,  Hannah  Little,  bom  May  7,  1746,  daughter 
of  John  (2)  Little.  He  was  a  lieutenant-colonel 
in  the  French  and  Indian  War,  in  a  Monmouth 
County  regiment,  and  Judge  of  Monmouth  County 
courts  from  1723  until  his  death  in  1750.  John  (2) 
Little  was  a  member  of  the  Shrewsbury  Township 
Committee  of  Safety,  1776;  and  judge  of  Mon¬ 
mouth  County  courts,  1756-1769.  He  married 
Moica  (Mercy)  Longstreet,  born  about  1716,  died 
about  1750,  daughter  of  Theophilus  Longstreet, 
born  1685,  died  1740,  married  Maylse  Lane,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Gilbert  Thyssen  and  Jannetje  (Adriens) 
Lane,  and  granddaughter  of  Claes  Thyssen  and 
of  Thomas  and  Jannetje  Jans  Lambertsen,  all  of 
Holland-Dutch  stock.  Theophilus  Longstreet  was 
a  son  of  Derrick  and  Catherine  (Van  Liewen) 
Longstreet;  Derrick  was  a  son  of  Theophilus 
Long  street.  Senator  John  Lambert  was  the  son 
of  Gershom  and  Sarah  (Merriam)  Lambert,  the 
latter  born  May  22,  1726,  died  November  12,  1796. 
Gershom  Lambert  was  the  son  of  John  Lambert, 
who  married  Abigail  Bumpstead,  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  Bumpstead,  who  died  February  22,  1701, 
and  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Bumpstead,  died 
June  22,  1677,  and  his  wife,  Susannah. 

(VII)  Abraham  (2)  Holmes,  son  of  Abraham 

(1)  Holmes,  married  Grace  WikofF.  They  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children :  Jerusha 
Lambert,  who  married  Jacob  Shoemaker;  Hannah 
Wikoff,  who  married  John  Trafford;  Joseph  Vor- 
hees,  who  married  Mary  Shoemaker ;  Charles, 
who  died  young;  Susannah  Julia,  who  married 
Joseph  W.  Thomas  (see  Thomas  III) ;  Merriam 
Seabrook,  who  married  James  Steen,  attorney-at- 
law,  of  Eatontown,  New  Jersey. 

(The  Wikoff  Line). 

Grace  Wikoff,  wife  of  Abraham  (2)  Holmes, 
was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Claes  Wikoff  (Wicoff- 
Wykoff),  of  Holland,  who  came  to  America,  a 
child  nine  years  old,  and  settled  on  Long  Island 
in  1636.  He  there  grew  to  manhood,  and  in  1655- 
1656-1658-1662-1663  was  magistrate  of  Flatlands 
(Brooklyn). 

(II)  Pieter  Wikoff,  son  of  Claes  Wikoff,  mar¬ 
ried,  in  1649,  Grietje,  daughter  of  Hendrick  Van 
Ness. 

(III)  Garrett  Wikoff,  son  of  Pieter  Wikoff, 
married,  in  1691,  Katherine,  daughter  of  Johannes 
Nevius. 

(IV)  Garrett  (2)  Wikoff,  son  of  Garrett  (I) 
Wikoff,  married,  in  1728,  Altje  Garrettson. 
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(V)  Peter  Wikoff,  son  of  Garrett  (2)  Wikoff, 
was  baptized  March  31,  1734.  He  was  a  captain 
in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  serving  in  the  2d 
Regiment,  New  Jersey  line;  he  guided  Washington 
to  the  scene  of  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  and 
fought  in  that  historic  conflict.  Both  before  and 
after  the  Revolution  he  was  a  judge  of  Mon¬ 
mouth  County.  He  married  Elsey  Longstreet, 
daughter  of  Richard  (son  of  Derrick)  Long- 
street,  and  Alice  (Osborne)  Longstreet,  who  was 
born  about  1710,  daughter  of  Samuel  (2)  and 
Katharine  (Poillion)  Osborne,  who  were  married 
November  12,  1702.  Samuel  (2)  Osborne,  son  of 
Samuel  (I)  Osborne  was  born  1680,  died  in  1754; 
son  of  William  Osborne,  who  died  in  1682;  mar¬ 
ried;  license  dated  February  7,  1679,  Alice,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Lieutenant  Nicholas  and  Ann  Stilwell. 
Lieutenant  Nicholas  was  a  magistrate  at  Graves¬ 
end,  Long  Island,  in  1649.  Katharine  Poillion  was 
the  daughter  of  Jacques  and  Adrianna  (Crosseron) 
Poillion.  Jacques  Poillion  was  a  magistrate  on 
Staten  Island,  New  York,  in  1703.  He  married, 
October  24,  1677,  Adrianna,  daughter  of  Jean 
Crosseron. 

(VI)  Richard  Wikoff,  son  of  Peter  and  Elsey 

(Longstreet)  Wikoff,  married  Hannah  White, 
great-granddaughter  of  Thomas  (I)  White.  His 
son,  Thomas  (2)  White,  married  Elizabeth  Cole. 
Their  son,  Jacob  White,  married  October  14,  1769, 
Charity  Wardell.  Their  daughter,  Hannah  White, 
married  Richard  Wikoff,  as  before  mentioned. 
Charity  Wardell  was  a  descendant  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Wardell,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Their  son,  Eliakim  Wardell,  married,  May  26, 
1696,  Lydia  Perkins.  Their  son,  Joseph  Wardell, 
married  Sarah  - .  Their  son,  Samuel  War¬ 

dell,  married;  his  son,  Joseph  Wardell,  married 
Hannah  Brinley,  by  a  license  dated  July  28,  1749. 
Their  daughter,  Charity  Wardell,  married  Jacob 
White,  as  previously  mentioned.  Their  daughter, 
Hannah  White,  married  Richard  Wikoff.  Han¬ 
nah  Brinley,  who  married  Joseph  Wardell  in 
1749,  was  a  daughter  of  William  Brinley,  judge 
of  the  Monmouth  County  Court,  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  and  Exercise 
(Shattuck)  Corlies,  and  a  granddaughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Shattuck.  Judge  William  Brinley  was  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  Thomas  and  Ann  (Worse)  Brinley. 
Their  son,  Francis  Brinley,  married  Hannah  Carr. 
Their  son,  Thomas  Brinley,  married  Mary  Ap- 
thorp.  Their  son  William  (I)  Brinley,  married 
Hannah,  daughter  of  William  Reape.  Their  son, 


Judge  William  Brinley,  married  Elizabeth  Corlies. 
Their  daughter,  Hannah,  married  Joseph  Wardell, 
as  previously  mentioned.  Their  daughter,  Charity, 
married  Jacob  White.  Their  daughter,  Hannah 
White,  married  Richard  Wikoff,  as  above  men¬ 
tioned. 

(VII)  Grace  Wikoff,  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Hannah  (White)  Wikoff,  married  Abraham 
(2)  Holmes.  (See  Holmes  VII). 

(VIII)  Susannah  Julia  Holmes,  daughter  of 
Abraham  (2)  and  Grace  (Wikoff)  Holmes,  mar¬ 
ried  Joseph  W.  Thomas.  (See  Thomas  III). 

(IX)  Charles  H.  Thomas,  son  of  Joseph  W. 
and  Susannah  Julia  (Holmes)  Thomas,  married 
Emma  M.  Gilfillan,  daughter  of  Calvin  W.  Gil- 
fillan  (see  preceding  biography). 

(X)  Merriam  Steen  Thomas  is  the  daughter  of 
Charles  H.  and  Emma  M.  (Gilfillan)  Thomas. 


HENRY  CLAY  CRAWFORD— The  Craw¬ 
fords  have  an  antiquity  rooted  in  the  soil  of  Scot¬ 
land  as  a  family.  Crawfordland  in  that  country 
is  formed  from  two  Celtic  words,  Crod-Phort, 
pronounced  Crofost,  and  signifying  a  sheltered 
place.  This  is  no  doubt  the  true  significance  of  the 
surname  Crawford.  Others  claim  another  origin, 
Crow  Ford,  a  sheltered  place  for  cows,  or  the 
ford  of  crows.  The  Crawfords  in  Scotland  were 
a  clan  large  and  warlike.  The  Roman  legions, 
when  they  swept  westward,  and  penetrated  Eng¬ 
land  and  Scotland,  essayed  the  invasion  of  Craw¬ 
fordland,  but  were  met  at  the  crossing  of  the 
Clyde,  near  Crawford  Castle,  by  the  clan  Craw¬ 
ford,  and  repulsed  with  great  losses.  The 
slaughter  was  so  great  that  the  ford  was  there¬ 
after  identified  in  the  Roman  mind  as  the  bloody 
pass.  The  Earl  of  Richmond  became  Earl  of 
Crawford,  taking  rank  from  the  region  he  rep¬ 
resented.  The  Crawfords  fought  under  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Wallace,  supporting  the  Bruce,  and  ren¬ 
dered  allegiance  to  King  Robert  after  Wallace 
had  passed.  The  Clan  Crawford  enriched  Scotch 
history  by  their  valor.  They  took  up  arms  in 
1715  in  common  with  the  Presbyterians  for  the 
son  of  James  II,  whom  they  deemed  their  prince, 
and  were  defeated.  The  English  meted  out  such 
fierce  punishment  for  this,  and  such  slight  sus¬ 
picion  excited  arrest,  that  many  families  fled  to 
Northern  Ireland,  where  they  were  often  cruelly 
used  though  they  lived  peaceable  lives.  The 
“Toleration  Act,”  however,  mitigated  this. 

The  first  Crawford  in  America  was  James 
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Crawford,  of  Scotch  ancestry,  who  married,  in 
Ireland,  Mary  Wilken,  and  left  that  country  for 
America  about  1718.  He  brought  a  significant 
church  certificate  carefully  preserved  by  the  fam¬ 
ily:  “These  are  to  certify  that  James  Crawford 
and  wife,  left  the  congregation  of  Golen  in  June, 
1718,  free  of  any  known  scandal  or  church  cen¬ 
sure,  being  both  of  them  honest,  creditable  per¬ 
sons,  so  they  are  of  blameless,  honorable  par¬ 
entage  and  may  be  received  in  any  Presbyterian 
congregation  where  Providence  may  order  their 
settling.”  This  was  signed  by  Robert  Colpheart. 
The  removal  from  Ireland  was  doubtless  influ¬ 
enced  by  religious  prejudice.  Persons  of  that 
faith  could  not  even  teach  school  in  Ireland  with¬ 
out  being  subject  to  arrest,  fine  and  imprison¬ 
ment. 

James  Crawford  first  settled  in  Peekskill,  New 
York,  and  afterward  moved  to  the  west  side  of 
the  Hudson  River,  settling  in  Little  Britain,  as¬ 
sociating  with  the  followers  of  Colonel  Charles 
Clinton.  He  was  the  father  of  six  children. 
James,  of  these  children,  owned  over  five  hundred 
acres  of  land  at  his  death.  Another,  Jane,  mar¬ 
ried  a  James  Crawford,  who  also  came  from  Ire¬ 
land.  Samuel,  the  fifth  son  of  James  Crawford, 
the  immigrant,  settled  in  Wall  Kill,  Ulster 
County,  New  York.  His  only  son,  Alexander, 
lived  in  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  in  the  spec¬ 
ulative  business,  and  was  an  elder  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  Daniel,  son  of  Alexander,  was 
born  and  died  in  Steuben  County,  New  York.  He 
varied  residence  from  county  to  county  in  that 
State,  to  follow  his  business  as  a  lumber  manu¬ 
facturer.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  later  a  Re¬ 
publican;  was  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  for  years,  and  married  Mary  Hoyer,  born 
in  Schenectady,  New  York.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Henry  Clay 
Crawford,  who  is  of  especial  interest  in  this  nar¬ 
rative,  was  the  fifth. 

Henry  Clay  Crawford,  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
(Hoyer)  Crawford,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Lindley,  Steuben  County,  New  York,  June  21, 
1844.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  boat¬ 
ing  on  the  Erie  Canal,  then  a  transportation  sys¬ 
tem.  He  continued  in  this  work  for  four  years 
between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Hudson  River.  This 
canal  was  a  school  of  development  from  which 
many  men,  later  prominent,  were  graduated,  and  Mr. 
Crawford  gained  valuable  experience  in  the  work. 


The  oil  fields  next  attracted  him,  and  he  became 
a  well  driller,  working  in  Oil  Creek,  Pithole, 
and  other  places  in  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania. 
He  acquired  interests  in  oil  wells  during  this  pe¬ 
riod,  and  sold  them  at  a  good  profit  in  1886.  He 
had  inherited  the  thrift  of  his  Scotch  ancestry, 
and  now  began  work  and  speculation  wherever 
opportunity  offered.  While  working  for  the  Fall 
Brook  Coal  Company  in  its  lumbering  depart¬ 
ment,  he  had  a  fruitful  idea  and  began  acquiring 
timber  interests  of  his  own  in  Tioga  County.  He 
left  the  employ  of  the  Fall  Brook  Coal  Company 
in  1874,  and  moved  to  Port  Allegheny,  where  he 
continued  lumbering  for  the  Goodyears,  of  Buffalo, 
and  also  on  his  own  account.  He  left  the  Good- 
years  in  1888,  and  with  the  capital  he  had  accumu¬ 
lated  by  economy  and  his  own  speculations  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  business  for  himself  solely.  He  was  an 
excellent  judge  of  timber  values,  and  this  ability, 
added  to  his  sound  business  principles,  aided  him 
in  making  a  success  where  others  would  have 
failed.  He  was  always  energetic  and  persevering 
in  everything  he  undertook,  and  gained  success 
because  he  deserved  it.  He  had  timber  holdings 
of  value  in  McKean,  Cameron,  and  Potter  coun¬ 
ties,  yet  his  activities  extended  beyond  Pennsyl¬ 
vania’s  borders.  He  had  four  fine  tracts  in  Sump¬ 
ter  County,  Florida,  and  owned  a  large  tract  in 
Berkeley  County,  South  Carolina,  a  few  miles 
from  Charleston,  on  Cooper  River.  He  had  a 
lawsuit  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  to  re¬ 
cover  damages  by  fire  to  one  of  his  timber  tracts, 
caused  by  sparks  from  a  locomotive,  and  recov¬ 
ered  a  verdict  of  $80,000. 

Mr.  Crawford  was  a  Republican  in  politics, 
served  as  supervisor  in  Potter  and  McKean  coun¬ 
ties,  was  reelected,  but  resigned  because  he  never 
cared  to  be  an  officeholder,  having  been  urged  to 
run  for  the  Legislature,  where  victory  for  his 
party  was  certain.  He  was  a  member  of  Austin 
(Pennsylvania)  Lodge,  No.  207,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  attended  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  a  denomination  with  which  his 
ancestors  suffered,  and  in  which  his  father  and 
grandfather  both  held  the  office  of  elder.  Mr. 
Crawford  was  one  of  the  last  of  the  great  lum¬ 
bermen  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  country,  and 
was  notably  successful  in  that  business.  He  died 
on  June  2,  1914,  on  one  of  his  farms,  having  passed 
beyond  seventy  years.  He  had  gone  to  Buffalo 
to  buy  a  pair  of  draft  horses,  rode  with  the  team 
from  Buffalo  to  East  Aurora,  sent  the  horses 
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forward  from  that  point,  and  boarded  a  train  from 
Emporium.  He  drove  from  that  place  to  Cowley 
Run  seemingly  in  his  usual  health  and  spirits,  but 
was  later  attacked  by  heart  trouble,  and  expired 
before  medical  aid  could  reach  him.  Mr.  Craw¬ 
ford  held  a  lasting  place  in  the  regard  of  his 
friends,  possessing  them  in  large  number,  because 
of  his  exceptional  insight  into  human  nature,  his 
rare  sense  of  humor,  and  his  human  sympathy, 
coupled  with  quiet  efficiency  in  all  emergencies. 

In  April,  1867,  Mr.  Crawford  married  Sarah 
Dories,  a  native  of  Cuba,  New  York,  and  they 
had  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters: 
1.  William  W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty 
years.  2.  George  H.,  a  lumberman  of  Elkins, 
West  Virginia.  3.  Louise  C.,  who  married  Clif¬ 
ford  A.  Ford,  of  Buffalo,  and  has  two  children: 
Helen  Dories,  and  Henry  Crawford.  4.  Myrtle, 
who  is  the  wife  of  O.  W.  Bentley,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Robert  Lucien,  and  Richard  Craw¬ 
ford.  5.  Edith,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Craw¬ 
ford  died  June  26,  1922. 


SAMUEL  H.  McCAIN — Devoted  to  the  high¬ 
est  standards  of  his  profession  in  which  he  has 
established  himself  both  in  Connecticut  and  this 
State  as  a  counsel  of  attainments,  Mr.  McCain, 
both  in  partnership  and  under  his  own  name,  has 
notably  demonstrated  his  abilities  and  secured  a 
valued  leadership  in  general  practice.  Likewise, 
whatever  has  to  do  with  the  broadening  interests 
of  the  community  and  with  the  shaping  of  its  wel¬ 
fare  and  betterment  plans,  finds  in  him  a  ready 
and  capable  ally,  and  one  whose  resourcefulness 
and  directing  abilities  are  sought  for  successful 
results.  He  is  a  son  of  William  G.  McCain,  of 
South  Buffalo  Township,  Armstrong  County,  who 
died  September  7,  1916,  and  Nancy  (Rowland) 
McCain,  of  Freeport,  Armstrong  County,  who  died 
in  1902;  Mr.  McCain  had  been  identified  with  the 
lumber  industry  and  he  was  also  well  known  as  a 
banker. 

Samuel  H.  McCain,  prominent  attorney  of  Kit¬ 
tanning,  was  born  April  27,  1875,  in  Freeport, 
Armstrong  County,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools;  and  preparing  for  his  profession  in  the 
Law  School  of  Yale  University,  he  was  graduated 
there  in  1900  with  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
Admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar  in  New  Haven, 
Mr.  McCain  practiced  in  Waterbury,  in  that  State, 
from  1900  to  1902,  and  then,  admitted  to  the  Arm¬ 
strong  County  bar  in  this  State,  he  was  for  some 


time  a  law  partner  of  Judge  Rayburn.  He  now 
has  a  general  practice  in  his  own  name  in  the 
Superior  and  the  Supreme  courts ;  and  he  is  a 
member  of  all  the  bar  associations.  A  Republican 
in  his  political  convictions,  Mr.  McCain,  with  his 
vote  and  influence,  supports  the  principles  of  that 
party. 

During  the  World  War,  Mr.  McCain  served 
efficiently  as  treasurer  of  the  District  Chapter  of 
the  Red  Cross;  and  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Legal  Advisory  Board.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated 
with  Lodge  No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
with  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted 
Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary 
Club,  Kittanning  Country  Club,  and  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  of  which  he  is  a  past  president. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church ;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  church  in  Kittanning,  and  teacher 
of  the  Boys’  Bible  Class. 

Samuel  H.  McCain  maried,  in  1908,  M.  E. 
Adele  Gilpin,  of  Kittanning,  daughter  of  John  and 
Olive  (McConnell)  Gilpin.  Their  children  are: 
Samuel  H.,  Jr.,  born  November  16,  1910;  and 
John  G.,  born  July  26.  1012. 


CHARLES  SAXON  FLOWER— A  leading 
banker  and  business  man  of  Sharon,  Pennsylvania, 
Charles  Saxon  Flower  illustrates  the  ability  of  a 
determined  man  to  succeed  in  spite  of  adverse 
circumstances.  He  is  self-educated  and  self-made 
in  the  best  sense.  Although  he  comes  of  old  fami¬ 
lies,  early  settlers  in  Pennsylvania,  his  condition 
in  youth  was  not  encouraging.  His  great-great¬ 
grandfather  on  the  paternal  side  settled  in  the 
Shenango  Valley  in  1819,  where  he  lived  until 
his  death  in  Brookfield.  On  his  mother’s  side 
the  family  settled  Clarksville,  Pennsylvania.  His 
father,  Jacob  S.  Flower,  was  born  in  Lowelville, 
Ohio,  and  was  a  working  man  of  very  limited 
means,  although  of  fine  old  stock.  His  mother 
was  Elizabeth  E.  (Bunnell)  Flower. 

Charles  Saxon  Flower  was  born  in  Clarksville, 
Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania,  January  4,  1875. 
His  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  place  was  limited,  but  he  had  the  impulse  to 
supplement  it  by  study  in  hours  outside  of  em¬ 
ployment  and  business,  and  such  a  man  often  is 
better  educated  on  the  whole  than  many  who  con- 
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fine  themselves  to  formal  study,  for  the  tendency 
is  to  fit  the  student  for  the  work  for  which  he  is 
best  fitted.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  Mr. 
Flower  was  forced  to  quit  school  in  order  to  help 
support  the  family.  He  gradually  worked  his  way 
up  until  he  is  now  one  of  the  leading  bankers  and 
real  estate  men  of  his  county,  and  is  among  its 
better  known  business  men.  In  1898  he  earned 
thirty-five  dollars  a  month  working  in  an  iron¬ 
works  store.  In  1899  he  entered  the  insurance 
business,  and  the  following  year  he  went  into  the 
real  estate  business.  In  these  two  vocations  he 
became  very  successful,  and  in  1905  he  established 
the  Flower  Builders’  Supply  Company,  of  which  he 
is  president.  In  1917  he  gave  his  employees  a 
working  interest  in  the  net  profits  of  the  enterprise, 
and  later  incorporated  the  company  and  gave  them 
shares  in  the  business.  In  this  concern  he  has  been 
very  liberal  with  those  associated  with  him,  it 
being  his  aim  to  help  each  one.  Mr.  Flower  is 
noted  for  his  perfect  organization,  having  each 
branch  of  his  business  managed  by  a  man  of  pro¬ 
nounced  ability  for  his  position.  Mr.  Flower  has 
made  a  study  of  organization,  and  he  has  applied 
his  knowledge  with  remarkable  results  in  his  enter¬ 
prises.  In  January,  1921,  he  organized  and  estab¬ 
lished  the  Dollar  Title  and  Trust  Company.  This 
company  purchased  the  large  building  in  which 
the  bank  is  located,  a  building  with  about  fifty 
tenants  divided  between  offices  and  stores.  Mr. 
Flower  is  president  of  the  Dollar  Title  and  Trust 
Company,  which  is  now  erecting  a  new  bank  in 
the  building,  which  will  be  one  of  the  most  modem 
and  best  equipped  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Mr. 
Flower’s  time  is  about  equally  divided  between 
these  two  enterprises.  He  has  built  about  twelve 
hundred  residences  in  the  community,  and  they 
have  been  sold  on  the  easy-payment  plan.  His 
presidency  of  the  Dollar  Title  and  Trust  Company 
is  his  only  bank  connection.  Although  he  has 
been  solicited  to  enter  politics,  Mr.  Flower  never 
has  had  time  to  become  active,  although  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sharon 
Country  Club,  a  member  of  the  Sharon  Kiwanis 
Club,  and  he  is  a  lover  of  sports,  but  his  financial 
condition  when  they  were  most  appealing  never 
permitted  him  to  engage  in  them.  But  in  late 
years  he  has  enjoyed  them  and  supported  them  in 
every  way  possible. 

In  May,  1899,  at  Sharon,  Mr.  Flower  married 
Dorothy  (Hawks)  Flower.  They  are  the  parents 


of  Leslie  W.,  born  March  25,  1900.  He  is  engaged 
in  the  contracting  business  separately  from  his 
father. 


JAMES  WILBUR  VAUGHN  — As  a  manu¬ 
facturer,  a  business  man,  and  a  town  official, 
James  Wilbur  Vaughn  throughout  his  life  was 
actively  concerned  with  the  enlargement  of  the 
bounds  of  Greenville’s  general  community  enter¬ 
prise.  Concentrating  all  his  interests  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  State,  he  held  office  for  a  long  series 
of  years,  and  his  business  associations  and  success, 
as  well,  were  of  a  permanent  nature;  he  was 
highly  regarded  for  his  generous  interest  in  all  the 
borough’s  activities,  and  for  his  good  will  toward 
all  organizations  and  individuals  who  shared  in 
his  own  optimistic  belief  in  Greenville  and  its  pros¬ 
perous  present  and  future.  He  was  the  son  of 
William  A.  Vaughn,  whose  father,  Thomas 
Vaughn,  early  settled  in  New  York,  and  Sara 
(Mossman)  Vaughn. 

James  Wilbur  Vaughn  was  born  June  29,  1852, 
in  Greenville,  where  he  attended  the  elementary 
schools,  and  he  afterwards  graduated  at  the  East¬ 
man  Commercial  College  at  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York,  and  at  the  New  York  Technical  School. 
He  started  upon  his  business  career  in  his  father’s 
Greenville  carriage  manufactory,  when  carriages 
of  all  kinds  were  built  by  hand.  The  product  of 
this  plant  was  the  finest  kind  then  manufactured, 
and  the  factory  became  one  of  the  largest  in¬ 
dustries  in  the  county.  Mr.  Vaughn  assumed  many 
responsibilities,  and  with  his  knowledge  and  good 
judgment  the  business  flourished.  He  was  an 
enthusiastic  believer  in  clean  athletics  and  a  pro¬ 
moter  of  their  interests.  An  athlete  himself,  he 
was  always  a  young  man,  both  mentally  and  phy¬ 
sically,  and  it  is  stated  that  up  to  his  sixty-fifth 
birthday  he  would  make  his  appearance  at  the 
First  National  Bank  in  Greenville  on  the  morning 
of  his  birthday,  and  turn  a  handspring. 

For  twenty  years,  Mr.  Vaughn  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  and  secretary  of  the  Green¬ 
ville  Natural  Gas  Company;  and  from  1897  to 
1922  he  was  the  burgess  of  Greenville.  His 
fraternal  affiliations  were  with  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  being  a  Knight  Templar;  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks ;  and  he 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Greenville  Country 
Club.  His  religious  fellowship  was  with  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church. 
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Mr.  Vaughn  married  (first)  Eva  F.  Beatty, 
who  died  November  20,  1893;  their  children  were: 
Mrs.  Clara  Keck;  Mrs.  Alice  Foote,  who  died  in 
1923;  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Elliott.  He  married  (sec¬ 
ond),  June  6,  1906,  at  Greenville,  Roberta  Bell 
Fell. 

James  Wilbur  Vaughn  died  November  27,  1922, 
a  citizen  with  many  excellent  mental  and  physical 
endowments,  and  a  steadfast  believer  in  all  com¬ 
munity  progress. 


EARLE  V.  MacDONALD  is  a  son  of  Rev. 
John  Calvin  MacDonald,  a  clergyman  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  who  was  born  in 
Venango  County  and  now  resides  at  Clarendon, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Clara  (Gray)  MacDonald,  who 
was  born  in  Butler  County,  and  died  in  1910 

Earle  V.  MacDonald  was  born  August  10,  1878, 
in  New  Bethlehem,  and  he  attended  the  public 
and  the  high  schools  of  Punxsutawney,  after¬ 
wards  attending  Allegheny  College.  Reading  law 
in  the  office  of  Parmles  and  Lindsey,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Warren  County  in  1903, 
and  he  has  since  practiced  in  Warren,  with  his 
offices  in  the  National  Bank  Building.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Lindsey  and  MacDonald.  Mr.  MacDonald  has 
also  served  as  borough  solicitor  since  1917. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  MacDonald  is  affiliated  with 
all  bodies  of  the  York  and  Scottish  Rite  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  including  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and 
Warren  Lodge,  No.  223,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  of  which  he  is  a  Past 
Exalted  Ruler.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Bar  Association,  Warren  County 
Bar  Association;  and  the  Kiwanis,  Conewango, 
and  Conewango  Valley  Country  clubs.  His  re¬ 
ligious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodjst  Episcopal 
Church. 

Earle  V.  MacDonald  married,  April  20,  1905, 
Lucy  Yates,  who  was  born  in  Warren,  and  their 
children  are:  John  Grey,  Jane  Yates,  and  Sarah 
Mary  MacDonald. 


FREDRICK  HOELZLE— The  growth  and 
progress  of  Sharon’s  mercantile  activities  has 
been  due  in  the  past  in  a  considerable  measure, 
and  particularly  so  far  as  his  own  line  of  business 
was  concerned,  to  the  abilities  of  Fredrick  Hoelzle, 
who  practically  all  his  life  shared  in  the  expand¬ 


ing  interests  of  Sharon,  Pennsylvania.  He  exem¬ 
plified  in  his  own  retail  meat  market  the  funda¬ 
mental  qualities  of  perseverance  and  energy;  he 
represented  his  community  in  public  office  with 
satisfactory  results;  and  his  leadership  was  ac¬ 
knowledged  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  Sharon  and  its  citizenship. 

Fredrick  Hoelzle,  son  of  Stephen  and  Freder- 
icka  (Scheible)  Hoelzle,  both  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many,  was  born  November  6,  1836,  in  Baden, 
Germany,  where  he  attended  the  elementary 
schools.  By  continuous  study  and  extensive  read¬ 
ing,  in  after  years,  he  educated  himself,  and  was 
always  interested  in  literature  and  current  history. 
He  worked  in  Germany,  when  a  boy,  in  the  meat 
business,  and  when  in  April,  1854,  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  he  went  directly  to  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  engaged  with  his  uncle 
in  the  meat  business.  Mr.  Hoelzle  then  went  to 
Sharon  from  Philadelphia,  by  tow-boat,  when 
Sharon  was  a  small  and  as  yet  undeveloped  com¬ 
munity,  and  there  he  established  his  own  meat 
market,  with  but  little  funds  and  under  great  dif¬ 
ficulties.  As  the  years  progressed,  however,  his 
became  the  leading  business  of  its  kind  in  this 
community,  and  Mr.  Hoelzle  was  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  influential  business  men  of 
Sharon.  A  Republican  in  his  political  convictions, 
Mr.  Hoelzle  represented  his  ward  in  Sharon  City 
Council  for  two  terms.  His  fraternal  affiliations 
were  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  and  he  was 
the  originator  of  the  Apollo  Maennerchor,  a  very 
well  known  social  club.  His  religious  fellowship 
was  with  Saint  Paul’s  Reformed  Church. 

Mr.  Hoelzle  married,  April  x,  1858,  at  Green¬ 
ville,  Sophia  Doerr;  they  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children:  Charles  H. ;  Annie  M.  and  Wil¬ 
liam,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  Fredrick 
H.;  Elizabeth,  who  died  at  fourteen  years  of  age; 
Louise,  died  in  infancy;  Henry,  a  sketch  of  whom 
follows;  Mrs.  Nora  Malcolm;  Mrs.  Eva  Eich- 
baum. 

Frederick  Hoelzle  died  September  8,  1915-  He 
was  very  charitable,  but  in  a  modest  way;  he  was 
mentally  keen,  and  had  educated  himself  with  care, 
due  to  his  study  outside  of  business  hours. 

To  his  family  Mr.  Hoelzle  gave  himself  with 
great  devotion,  while  to  his  fellowmen  in  all 
walks  of  life  he  was  the  soul  of  honor  and  char¬ 
ity.  When  Pennsylvania  can  boast  of  such  men 
for  long  continued  effort  toward  the  public  good, 
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the  cause  of  her  proud  position  in  the  sisterhood 
of  States  is  not  difficult  to  find.  Fredrick  Hoelzle 
is  gone,  but  his  memory  as  an  honest,  honorable 
man  will  live  on  the  pages  of  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  history  as  long  as  his  posterity  shall  sur¬ 
vive. 


HENRY  HOELZLE  has  followed  in  his  noted 
father’s  footsteps  in  an  effort  to  extend  the  power 
and  wealth  of  Sharon,  Pennsylvania.  Persever¬ 
ance  and  energy  were  the  capital  with  which  the 
Hoelzles  went  to  work,  just  as  did  the  town,  and, 
combined  with  ambition  and  vision,  they  have 
brought  success.  An  account  of  the  family  history 
is  given  in  the  preceding  sketch. 

Henry  Hoelzle  was  born  in  Sharon.  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  March  14  1872,  the  son  of  Fredrick  and 
Sophia  (Doerr)  Hoelzle.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Sharon,  and  completed  his  school¬ 
ing  with  three  years  of  study  at  business  school. 
For  fifteen  years  his  business  life  was  connected 
with  that  of  the  Open  Hearth  Carnegie  Company 
at  Farrell,  where  he  held  the  position  of  assistant 
superintendent.  In  November,  1919,  Mr.  Hoelzle 
entered  the  insurance  business,  with  which  he  has 
been  successfully  occupied  since  that  date.  He  is 
a  Republican,  and  much  interested  in  local  poli¬ 
tics.  Like  his  father,  a  popular  member  of  fra¬ 
ternal  organizations,  he  belongs  to  the  Loyal 
Order  of  Moose,  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles, 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  notable  social  club  organized  by  his  father, 
the  Apollo  Maennerchor. 

Henry  Hoelzle  married,  in  Sharon,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  April  26,  1898,  Florence  James,  born  in 
1876,  daughter  of  John  and  Martha  (Dubbs) 
James.  John  James,  a  tailor,  died  in  1878.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hoelzle  are  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Leon  Henry,  born  in  1899;  served  his 
country  in  the  battles  of  the  World  War;  mar¬ 
ried  Lillian  Carlson.  2.  Paul  Armstrong,  born  in 
1901;  married  Ethel  Snyder.  3.  Dean  Frederick, 
born  in  1903.  4.  Florence,  born  in  1904.  5.  Phyl¬ 
lis,  born  in  1915. 


MILFORD  LAWRENCE  McBRIDE — In 

Mercer  County  the  name  of  McBride  is  synony¬ 
mous  with  the  highest  form  of  integrity,  legal 
capacity  and  prominence,  for  two  members  of  the 
McBride  family  have  distinguished  themselves 
there,  both  achieving  leadership  in  the  bar.  This 
account  limits  itself  to  recording  the  career  of 


the  second  McBride,  Milford  Lawrence,  who  is 
steadily  advancing  in  his  profession  and  who  al¬ 
ready  is  classified  among  the  foremost  members 
of  the  bar  and  citizens  of  the  county. 

Milford  Lawrence  McBride  was  born  in  Mercer, 
the  county  seat,  February  17,  1889,  the  son  of 
George  W.  McBride,  who  died  in  1900  after  a 
brilliant  legal  career  and  who  at  one  time  was 
district  attorney  of  Mercer  County,  and  Margaret 
J.  (McCoy)  McBride.  After  completing  his  grade 
school  education  in  Mercer,  Milford  Lawrence 
McBride  went  to  the  high  school  in  Grove  City, 
whither  the  family  had  moved  in  his  childhood. 
He  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1906 
and  three  years  later  was  graduated  from  the 
Grove  City  College.  He  then  took  his  legal  course 
in  the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1914  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Mercer  County 
and  he  began  his  practice  immediately  thereafter 
in  Grove  City,  where  he  has  been  ever  since. 
During  the  World  War,  Mr.  McBride  was  with 
the  13th  Training  Battery  of  the  Field  Artillery 
Central  Officers’  Training  School,  at  Camp  Tay¬ 
lor,  Kentucky. 

He  is  a  Republican;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Grove  City  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  New  Castle  Consistory  of  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  Zem  Zem  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
Mr.  McBride  also  belongs  to  the  Grove  City  Com¬ 
mercial  Club,  the  Grove  City  Rotary  Club,  and  the 
Grove  City  Country  Club.  Professionally  he  is 
a  member  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Association,  and  the 
Mercer  County  Bar  Association.  He  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  attend  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Grove  City, 
where  they  make  their  home  on  Stewart  Avenue, 
while  Mr.  McBride  maintains  his  offices  in  the 
First  National  Bank  Building. 

Mr.  McBride  married,  in  Butler,  April  18,  1917, 
Elizabeth  Bartley  Douthett,  daughter  of  William 
Grant  and  Sarah  (Bartley)  Douthett.  Of  this 
union  there  are  two  children :  1.  Katherine 

Douthett,  born  March  3,  1918.  2.  Milford 

Lawrence,  Jr.,  born  July  16,  1923. 


ANDREW  WIRT  GOODWIN,  M.  D.,  and 

his  twin  brother,  Hon.  Daniel  Bert  Goodwin, 
were  born  at  Diamond,  Pennsylvania,  July  11,  1869. 
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Their  father,  the  late  Ira  Rickets  Goodwin,  an 
honest  tiller  of  the  soil  of  that  region,  was  a 
lineal  descendant  of  the  early  New  England  fami¬ 
lies  of  that  name,  among  whom  were  numbered 
eminent  divines  both  in  England  and  America ; 
while  their  mother,  Mary  Jane  (Alcorn)  Goodwin, 
was  a  member  of  a  fine  old  Scotch  family,  whose 
ancestors  had  come  to  Western  Pennsylvania  in  the 
early  days  of  its  history.  Both  brothers  were 
educated  at  Grove  City  College,  which  later  con¬ 
ferred  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  upon 
Daniel  B.,  who,  for  some  years,  has  been  ranked 
among  the  leading  men  of  his  profession.  In 
1914  and  1916  he  represented  his  district  in  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

Andrew  W.  Goodwin,  after  finishing  his  course  at 
Grove  City,  entered  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic 
Medical  College,  from  which  he  graduated.  After 
a  few  years’  practice  at  Pleasantville,  Dr.  Good¬ 
win  located  at  Oil  City,  where  he  has  built  up  a 
splended  practice  and  is  counted  an  honored  man 
of  his  profession.  Frank  Goodwin,  another  bro¬ 
ther  of  the  doctor,  is  also  a  Grove  City  College 
man  with  post-graduate  work  at  Oxford  Uni¬ 
versity,  England,  and  for  some  years  has  been 
one  of  Pittsburgh’s  excellent  principals. 

At  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  March  17,  1898,  Dr. 
Goodwin  was  united  in  marriage  to  Clarissa 
Elizabeth  Ingram,  a  young  lady  of  rare  gifts 
and  accomplishments,  who  was  educated  in  the 
New  Brighton  High  School  and  the  Chesbrough 
Seminary.  Her  father,  William  James  Arthur 
Ingram,  deceased,  traced  his  ancestry  through 
Arthur  Ingram,  a  native  of  County  Antrim,  Ire¬ 
land,  to  the  Ingrams  of  Leeds,  England,  whose 
vast  estates  have  been  famous  in  English  history 
for  many  decades.  Arthur  Ingram,  after  a  short 
service  in  the  War  of  1812,  settled  near  Pittsburgh 
in  the  region  long  since  known  as  Ingram’s  Sta¬ 
tion.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Goodwin  was  Margaret 

(Jamison)  Ingram,  eldest  daughter  of  - 

Jamison  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Lilburne  (Mc¬ 
Mahon)  Jamison,  whose  paternal  home  on  the 
Emerald  Isle  was  at  Balia  Cross. 

Mrs.  Goodwin  has  inherited  many  of  those  ex¬ 
cellent  traits  that  belonged  to  her  forebears  which, 
being  well  cultivated,  have  enabled  her  to  become 
a  leader  in  church  and  community,  being  a  speaker 
of  no  mean  ability.  For  two  years  she  served  as 
president  of  the  Venango  County  Woman’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Temperance  Union,  for  the  past  two  years  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Oil  City  School  Board, 


and  for  two  years  has  been  vice-president  of  the 
Venango  County  Children’s  Aid  Society.  Mrs. 
Goodwin  has  also  held  a  conference  evangelistic 
relationship  in  the  church  of  her  choice,  and  has 
been  selected  as  a  member  of  the  Endowment 
Committee  of  Greenville  College  (Illinois). 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Goodwin  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  1.  Frank  Bert,  born  May  2, 
1899,  educated  at  Grove  City  College  and  under 
the  best  musical  instructors  of  New  York  City, 
for  some  time  a  member  of  the  Redpath  Bell 
Ringers,  and  at  present  an  instructor  of  music 
at  Greenville  College;  he  is  married.  2.  Andrew 
Wirt,  born  November  2,  1903,  a  student  at  Green¬ 
ville  College.  3.  Margaret  Elizabeth,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1906,  also  a  student  at  Greenville  Col¬ 
lege.  4.  Mary  Jane,  born  August  12,  1909,  a 
student  in  the  Oil  City  High  School.  5.  Martha, 
born  September  1,  1911,  a  student  at  the  Lincoln 
Junior  High  School. 


LUVERNE  HUSTON  PEFFER,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  schools  of  Venango  County,  may  truly 
be  numbered  among  the  worthy  sons.  Born  at 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  April  28,  1879,  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Tryphena  (Dempsey)  Peffer,  he  comes 
through  an  unbroken  line  of  Venango  County 
residents  for  a  period  of  time  embracing  ten 
generations,  his  mother  being  a  lineal  descendant 
of  Lawrence  Dempsey,  who  located  in  that  sec¬ 
tion  in  1799,  three  years  before  the  county  came 
into  existence.  Lawrence  Dempsey,  who  was  born 
in  Ireland  in  1737,  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  be¬ 
fore  the  Revolutionary  War,  bringing  with  him  a 
sufficient  amount  of  money  to  be  ranked  among 
the  gentry,  his  ancestry  on  the  Emerald  Isle  hav¬ 
ing  been  lords  of  Clanmaliere  for  centuries  before. 
Hugh  O’Dempsey,  lord-lieutenant  of  Queen’s 
County,  was  the  first  to  assume  the  surname,  he, 
in  turn,  having  been  a  lineal  descendant  of  Dio- 
musach  (Irish,  proud,  haughty,  arrogant),  through 
G’Diomasaighe,  chief  of  Clanmaliere,  which  terri¬ 
tory  lay  principally  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
Barrow  in  King’s  and  Queen’s  counties.  The 
motto  in  the  Dempsey  coat-of-arms  being  Elaturn 
a  deo  non  deprimat,  or  “Upheld  by  God  I  am 
not  depressed,”  gives  an  insight  into  the  character 
of  the  family. 

For  some  time  prior  to  his  settling  in  Venango 
County,  Lawrence  Dempsey  had  lived  in  Center 
County,  but,  being  attracted  to  the  region  of  the 
Allegheny  by  the  fertility  of  the  soil  as  indicated 
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by  the  tinff’r,  he  removed  thither  with  his  wife 
and  grown-up  family  of  sons  and  daughters. 
Three  years  later,  in  1800,  the  birth  year  of  Ve¬ 
nango  County,  his  two  sons,  Peter  and  David, 
each  took  a  tract  of  land  containing  four  hundred 
and  one  acres  apiece.  In  Peter  Dempsey’s  tract 
was  built  a  village  called  Dempseytown,  which  still 
is  a  prosperous  borough.  In  1814  David  Dempsey, 
ancestor  of  Mr.  Peffer,  was  elected  to  the  Legis¬ 
lature  of  Pennsylvania. 

When  yet  quite  small,  Luverne  Huston  Peffer 
removed  to  Dempseytown,  where  he  was  educated 
in  the  Oakland  Township  High  School,  taking  ad¬ 
vanced  work  at  the  Sandy  Lake  Institute,  and 
Grove  City  College,  graduating  from  the  latter  in 
the  class  of  1909.  Mr.  Peffer,  like  most  school 
men,  began  to  teach  before  graduating,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  1899  he  tested  his  ability  in  the  rural 
school  districts.  Soon  proving  his  worth,  he  be¬ 
came  principal  of  the  Rocky  Grove  High  School, 
which  position  he  held  until  he  became  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Venango  County  Schools 
July  1,  1915,  working  in  perfect  harmony  with 
Dallas  W.  Armstrong,  who  had  done  splendid 
service  in  Venango  County  as  superintendent  of 
schools  before  his  appointment  as  district  director 
of  rural  schools,  a  branch  of  the  State  Department 
of  Education,  in  December,  1920.  On  the  fifteenth 
of  the  same  month,  Mr.  Peffer  became  Mr.  Arm¬ 
strong’s  successor,  and  ever  since  has  been  proving 
his  true  worth,  greatly  developing  the  fine  work 
begun  by  his  predecessor.  Fraternally,  Professor 
Peffer  is  a  Master  Mason,  a  member  of  Perfection 
Lodge,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Franklin, 
and  the  Pennsylvania  Teachers’  Association. 

On  August  31,  1905,  Professor  Peffer  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  C.  Elizabeth  Richey,  daughter  of  W.  T. 
and  Emily  Adeline  (Ketner)  Richey.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Peffer  are  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church. 


JOHN  STEELE  PORTER— Engaged  in  a 
very  successful  legal  practice,  and  having  secured 
a  well-won  leadership  in  general  law  business  in 
Kittanning  and  throughout  a  considerable  section 
of  the  State,  Mr.  Porter  is  even  more  widely 
known  and  his  abilities  as  a  gifted  attorney  recog¬ 
nized  through  his  association  with  the  legal  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Pittsburgh  &  Shawmut  Railroad 
Company,  wherein  he  has  proven  an  efficient  factor 
in  the  consideration  of  the  questions  at  issue  in  a 


large  corporation.  He  is  foremost,  as  well,  in  civic 
matters,  as  a  director  in  banking  institutions,  and 
as  a  dependable  public  servant  upon  all  occasions 
relating  to  the  general  advancement  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Mr.  Porter  is  a  son  of  William  D.  Porter, 
of  Wayne  Township,  Armstrong  County,  who 
died  in  1896,  and  Martha  J.  (Steele)  Porter,  who 
at  eighty  years  of  age  survives  her  husband; 
William  J.  Porter,  who  was  a  farmer,  was  a  vet¬ 
eran  of  the  Civil  War,  as  sergeant  of  Company 
K,  155th  Regiment. 

John  Steele  Porter  was  born  April  28,  1875,  in 
Armstrong  County,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools,  graduating  from  Kittanning  Academy.  He 
afterwards  matriculated  at  Franklin  College, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1898,  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy ;  and  then,  studying  law 
in  the  offices  of  prominent  attorneys  at  Kittanning, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  April  1,  1904.  Com¬ 
mencing  his  general  practice  the  same  year,  Mr. 
Porter  has  also,  for  a  considerable  period,  been 
connected  with  the  legal  department  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  &  Shawmut  Railroad  Company  as  above 
stated.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Farmers’  National  Bank;  the  Allegheny 
River  Mining  Company;  and  the  Mohawk  Min¬ 
ing  Company. 

In  political  matters,  Mr.  Porter  is  a  Republican, 
voting  the  ticket  of  that  party,  and  exerting  his 
influence  in  favor  of  its  principles.  He  was  very 
active  in  all  the  interests  of  the  World  War,  and 
served  as  chairman  of  the  County  Chapter  of  the 
Red  Cross.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
bodies,  and  of  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Americus  Club,  of  Pittsburgh; 
Kittanning  Country  Club;  the  Sons  of  Veterans; 
and  the  Kittanning  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Kittanning. 

John  Steele  Porter  married,  September  25,  1906, 
Gertrude  M.  Kerr,  of  Foxbury,  Pennsylvania, 
daughter  of  Joel  and  Louisa  (Harper)  Kerr. 


COLONEL  EDWIN  VAN  DEUSEN  SEL- 

DEN — A  man  of  distinguished  life  and  notable 
achievement,  Colonel  Edwin  Van  Deusen  Selden 
is  an  interesting  figure  in  Pennsylvania.  The  his¬ 
tory  of  his  family  in  this  country  goes  back  to  the 
Pilgrim  days  of  New  England.  His  first  fore¬ 
bear  here  was  Thomas  Selden,  from  Wadhurst 
in  the  county  of  Sussex,  England,  in  the  church 
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of  SS.  Peter  and  Paul,  where  he  was  baptized, 
March  17,  1616-17,  the  same  church  in  which 
his  parents  were  married,  who  crossed  the  sea 
about  1635,  and  the  next  year  is  found  among 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  with 
his  cousin,  Thomas  Hosmer,  the  son  of  his  aunt, 
Dorothy  (Selden)  Hosmer.  He  participated  in 
the  division  of  lots  in  1639,  and  his  name  appears 
on  a  monument  in  Hartford  erected  to  the  memory 
of  the  original  proprietors.  He  was  a  freeman,  a 
constable,  and  a  man  of  prominence  and  substance. 
He  married  Hester  Wakeman,  and  their  children 
were:  Thomas,  Mary,  Esther,  Joseph,  of  whom 
further;  Hannah,  John,  and  Sarah.  He  died  in 
1655,  his  will  is  dated  August  14,  1655,  and  his 
widow  remarried  Deacon  Andrew  Warner,  and 
removed  with  him  and  her  five  children  to  Hadley, 
Massachusetts. 

Joseph  Selden,  son  of  Thomas  and  Hester 
(Wakeman)  Selden,  fought  in  King  Philip’s  War 
and  was  in  the  action  at  Deerfield,  to  which  place 
he  removed  in  1684,  but  returned  to  Hadley  ten 
years  later,  and  there  on  January  31,  1696,  bought 
out  the  heirs  of  the  Hon.  John  Leverett.  On  an¬ 
other  occasion  he  made  a  purchase  from  Captain 
John  Cullick.  He  died  July  14,  1724,  at  Had- 
lvme,  Connecticut.  He  has  been  described  as  “an 
active  and  enterprising  man,  somewhat  excitable, 
and  sometimes  rash  in  his  doings.”  In  1687  he 
was  fined  for  permitting  his  wife  to  wear  a  silk 
dress.  The  property  on  which  he  built  the  origi¬ 
nal  Selden  homestead  is  still  in  possession  of  his 
descendants.  He  married  Rebecca  Church, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Edward  Church,  of  Hatfield. 
They  had  a  large  family,  consisting  of:  I.  Rebec¬ 
ca,  who  married  James  Wells,  of  Haddam,  Con¬ 
necticut.  2.  Esther.  3.  Joseph,  who  married  Ann 
Chapman.  4.  Thomas,  whose  wife’s  name  was 
Sarah.  5.  Hannah,  who  married  Daniel  Brain- 
ard.  6.  Mary,  married  Isaac  Spencer.^  7.  Esther, 
married  Jabez  Chapman.  8.  Samuel,  next  in  line 
of  descent.  9.  Sarah.  10.  Rebecca,  who  married 
Joseph  Ely. 

Captain  Samuel  Selden,  son  of  Joseph  and  Re¬ 
becca  (Church)  Selden,  born  May  17,  1695,  died 
February  28,  1745.  He  was  buried  in  the  village 
of  Hamburg,  New  London  County,  Connecticut. 
His  tombstone  bears  this  inscription:  “Here  lies 
the  body  of  Samuel  Selden,  Capt  of  the  Third 
Company  of  Foot  in  Lyme,  Deacon  of  ye  Church 
in  this  place,  who  died  February  the  28th,  1745, 
in  the  50th  year  of  his  age,  who  left  behind  him 


seven  children.”  His  marriage  took  place  under 
peculiar  circumstances.  Observing  a  notice  on  the 
door  of  the  Chester  meeting-house  to  the  effect 
that  “Noahdiah  Brainerd  and  Deborah  Dudley 
propose  marriage  in  this  house  on  the  next  Lord’s 
Day,”  Captain  Selden  took  the  notice  from  the 
door  and  substituted  one  that  read:  “Samuel  Sel¬ 
den  of  Hadlyme  and  Deborah  Dudley  propose,” 
etc.  On  the  day  named  the  captain  appeared 
early  on  the  steps  of  the  meeting-house  armed 
and  equipped  according  to  law,  and  noting  that 
the  change  in  the  notice  had  not  been  disturbed 
awaited  the  event.  The  congregation  and  the 
minister  entered  the  house,  all  reading  the  notice. 
Later  Lieutenant  Joseph  Dudley  arrived,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  wife  and  daughter  Deborah,  whom 
Captain  Selden  addressed  affectionately,  walked 
in  with  and  up  the  aisle,  and  they  were  married 
according  to  the  solemn  forms  then  obtaining. 
He  took  his  bride  across  the  river  the  same  day, 
not  a  word  of  objection  or  sign  of  resistance  being 
made  at  that  time  or  afterward.  Their  wedding 
ring,  now  in  possession  of  Colonel  Selden,  of  Oil 
City,  hears  this  inscription:  “Beauty  is  a  Fair, 
but  Virtue  is  a  precious  Jewel.”  It  is  worthy  of 
note,  however,  that  after  Captain  Selden’s  death 
she  married  (second)  Noahdiah  Brainerd.  She 
lived  to  a  great  age,  having  been  born  November 
15,  1701,  and  died  in  1799  at  Saybrook,  Connec¬ 
ticut.  Captain  Selden  was  successively  ensign, 
lieutenant  and  captain  of  the  Third  Company  of 
Foot  in  Lyme.  He  was  also  Deputy  from  Lyme, 
May,  1744. 

His  children  were:  Samuel,  to  be  mentioned. 
2.  Ezra,  who  married  Elizabeth  Rogers,  and  (sec¬ 
ond)  Amy  Ely,  and  (third)  Hannah  Marion.  3. 
Deborah,  who  married  Stephen  Nott;  4.  Joseph, 
born  December  15,  1735,  died  November  2,  1736. 
5.  Rebecca,  who  married  Wells  Ely.  6.  Sarah, 
who  married  David  Jewett.  7.  Mehitabel,  who 
married  Daniel  Marvin  and  (second)  Abraham 
Pratt.  8.  Abigail,  wife  of  Benjamin  Nott. 

Colonel  Samuel  Selden,  son  of  Captain  Samuel 
Selden  and  Deborah  (Dudley)  Selden,  was  born 
January  11,  1723,  at  Hadlyme,  Connecticut,  and 
died  while  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
November  11,  1776,  a  prisoner  of  war  in  New 
York  City.  In  1752  he  was  appointed  lieutenant 
of  the  train  band  in  Lyme,  and  in  June,  1774,  he 
was  commissioned  major  of  Colonel  Gurdon  Sal- 
tonstall’s  Third  Regiment,  Connecticut  Militia; 
he  was  in  Boston  early  in  1774;  promoted  to  col- 
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onel  June  20,  1776,  Fourth  Battalion,  Connec¬ 
ticut  Militia,  Wadsworth’s  Brigade,  and  was  sta¬ 
tioned  on  the  East  River  when  the  British  at¬ 
tacked  New  York,  September  15th,  being  taken 
prisoner  near  where  Thirty-fourth  Street  now  is, 
and  confined  in  the  Brick  Church  until  his  death. 
The  Selden  family  had  always  thought  that  he 
died  on  board  the  notorious  “Jersey”  prison  ship 
and  that  his  body  was  thrown  with  a  multitude 
of  others  into  the  sea,  until  1876,  when  at  a  cen¬ 
tenary  sermon  preached  by  Mr.  Bushnell  in  the 
Brick  Church,  reference  was  made  to  two  letters 
written  by  British  officers  speaking  in  eulogistic 
terms  of  an  American  officer,  Colonel  Samuel 
Selden,  who  had  recently  died  in  said  church  and 
was  the  first  person  interred  in  the  churchyard. 
Mrs.  Abner  Ely,  a  granddaughter  of  the  colonel, 
was  present  at  the  sermon.  The  brief  information 
of  his  death  had  been  taken  to  his  home  by  his 
body  servant,  one  John  Saunders,  and  though 
never  considered  satisfactory,  could  be  neither 
verified  or  disproved  by  his  family.  The  man 
pretended  that  he  had  nursed  the  colonel  until  he 
had  been  carried  off  to  the  prison  ship.  Aside 
from  his  military  distinction,  Colonel  Selden  had 
held  a  prominent  public  position,  having  been 
justice  of  the  peace  from  1763  until  his  death, 
and  a  deputy  to  the  General  Assembly  from  1762 
to  1776,  and  auditor  of  the  Colony  accounts  in 
1776.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  church  at  Haddam, 
a  man  of  great  wealth  for  the  times,  of  high 
social  position  and  prestige,  bore  an  untarnished 
name,  and  was  of  unquestioned  bravery  and  mil¬ 
itary  skill.  His  devotion  to  his  country’s  cause 
was  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  left  his  home  at 
the  very  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  struggle 
never  to  return  to  it,  leaving  his  wife  and  their 
twelve  surviving  children.  His  house,  recently 
rebuilt,  was  originally  the  finest  in  all  that  region. 
When  the  estate  was  settled  the  widow  received 
her  dower,  the  children  their  several  shares,  and 
the  negro  servants,  of  whom  there  were  many, 
were  liberated.  Although  the  British  took,  sacked 
and  burned  New  London,  the  seat  of  the  probate 
court,  Colonel  Selden’s  will  escaped  this  disaster, 
and  is  in  possession  of  heirs,  and  Colonel  E.  V.  D. 
Selden  has  a  copy  of  it.  On  May  23,  1745,  Col¬ 
onel  Selden  married  Elizabeth  Ely,  at  Hadlyme, 
Connecticut.  Thirteen  children  were  born  to  this 
marriage:  1.  Elizabeth,  who  married  Elisha  Mar¬ 
vin.  2.  Samuel,  who  married  Sarah  Marvin;  and 
(second)  Deborah  Colt.  3.  Esther,  who  died  in 


infancy.  4.  Elijah,  who  married  Eunice  Com¬ 
stock,  and  (second)  Hannah  Tracy,  and  (third) 
Wealthy  Hall.  5.  Deborah,  who  married  Dr. 
Joseph  Spencer.  6.  Charles,  who  married  Abigail 
Jones.  7.  Jemima,  who  married  Joel  Loomis.  8. 
Richard  Ely,  who  married  Desire  Colt,  and  (sec¬ 
ond)  Hope  Chapman.  9.  Mary,  who  married 
Abner  Lord.  10.  George,  who  was  the  great¬ 
grandfather  of  Colonel  E.  V.  D.  Selden,  of  whom 
further.  11.  Joseph  Dudley,  who  married  Ethel- 
inda  Colt.  12.  Dorothy,  who  married  Selden  War¬ 
ner.  13.  Roger,  who  married  Mary  Schuyler 
Douglas. 

Dr.  George  Selden,  son  of  Colonel  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth  (Ely)  Selden,  was  born  February  27, 
1763,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Hadlyme,  Connec¬ 
ticut.  He  was  educated  at  Yale  College,  grad¬ 
uating  1786,  with  the  degree  of  M.  A.  He  took 
up  the  study  of  medicine,  probably  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Dr.  Joseph  Spencer,  and  on  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  medical  studies  started  for  the 
West.  While  descending  the  Ohio  River  he  was 
captured  by  Indians,  who  took  him  beyond  the 
Mississippi  River  and  held  him  captive  for  some 
time.  He  finally  escaped  and  made  his  way  to 
New  Orleans,  whence  he  returned  to  Connecti¬ 
cut.  Later,  with  his  brothers-in-law,  Dr.  Spencer 
and  Colonel  Lord,  he  located  at  Vienna,  Virginia, 
where  he  remained  until  his  removal  to  Millers- 
burg,  Kentucky,  in  1803,  and  where  he  died  May 
27,  1917.  He  was  in  successful  practice  during 
this  period,  enjoyed  a  high  reputation  for  his  pro¬ 
fessional  skill,  and  numbered  the  family  of  Henry 
Clay  among  his  patrons  and  admirers.  On  May 
10,  1795,  Dr.  Selden  married  Olive  West,  who 
was  born  July  11,  1775,  at  Glassworks  Grant, 
near  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts,  being  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  Deacon  Francis  West,  of  Duxbury, 
Massachusetts,  who  died  in  1694.  Mrs.  Selden 
died  June  10,  1831,  in  Paris,  Kentucky.  Five 
children  were  born  to  this  marriage:  1.  George 
Selden,  of  whom  further,  being  the  grandfather 
of  Colonel  E.  V.  D.  Selden.  2.  Maria  Selden, 
who  married  John  Tribby.  3.  Olive,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Dr.  Archimedes  Smith,  of  Jacksonville,  Illi¬ 
nois.  4.  Samuel  West,  who  became  an  Episcopal 
clergyman.  5.  Elizabeth  Ely,  the  youngest. 

George  Selden,  Esq.,  son  of  Dr.  George  and 
Olive  (West)  Selden,  was  born  August  17,  1796, 
in  Vienna,  Virginia.  He  entered  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession,  in  which  he  won  prominence  and  distinc¬ 
tion.  He  studied  law  with  John  B.  Wallace,  Esq., 
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in  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1817,  while  he  was  editor  of  a  newspaper  called 
“The  Union.”  In  1818-19  he  moved  to  Mead- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  as  an  attorney  for  the  Holland 
Land  Company  and  remained  there  several  years, 
going  to  Pittsburgh  to  take  charge  of  the  law 
practice  of  Richard  Biddle,  Esq.  He  returned 
to  Meadville  in  1835  and  died  there  in  April  of 
that  year,  in  his  early  prime  and  at  the  height  of 
a  successful  career.  He  ranked  high  in  his  pro¬ 
fession.  He  was  a  vestryman  in  Christ  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1825-28,  and  of  Trinity  Church  of  Pittsburgh  from 
1828  until  1835.  On  February  21,  1820,  Mr. 
Selden  married  Sophie  Louise  Shattuck,  born 
April  24,  1801,  in  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies,  who 
died  August  28,  1868,  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania. 
Four  children  were  born  of  this  union:  1.  Ade¬ 
laide  Louise,  who  married  Arthur  Cullum,  Esq. 
2.  George  Shattuck,  the  only  son.  3.  Mary  Eliz¬ 
abeth.  4.  Sophie  Matilda,  who  married  Leon 
Chappotin  Magaw. 

Mrs.  Sophie  Louise  (Shattuck)  Selden  was  a 
daughter  of  Jared  Shattuck,  merchant,  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  William  Shattuck,  who  died  August 
14,  1672,  at  Watertown,  Massachusetts.  Her 
mother  was  a  daughter  of  General  Alexandre  de 
Vincent  de  Mazade,  Marechal  des  Camps,  chev¬ 
alier  de  Saint  Louis,  governor-general  of  Santo 
Domingo  (Haiti),  1787-89,  under  Louis  XVI  of 
France,  a  scion  of  one  of  the  oldest  noble  fam¬ 
ilies  in  France. 'The  General  married  Marie  Ther¬ 
esa  Sophie  de  Chappotin,  and  descended,  through 
her  mother,  from  a  very  ancient  noble  family  of 
Burgos,  The  Velasco,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Cas¬ 
tile  (one  of  her  forebears  was  at  the  siege  of 
Grenada  in  1492),  and  a  descendant  of  Jean  de 
Chappotin,  a  captain  in  the  service  of  Francis  I 
of  France,  who  distinguished  himself  at  the  battle 
of  Marignano  in  1515.  For  his  bravery  and  his 
services  he  received  letters  of  nobility  from  that 
monarch.  Her  descent  from  him  was  through 
Jean  (2),  Jean  (3),  Pierre,  who  married,  in  1650, 
Marie  Lallemande;  Jean  (4);  Jean  Batiste,  and 
Denis,  captain  of  cavalry,  and  father  of  Marie 
Theresa  Sophie.  General  de  Vincent  de  Mazade 
was  descended  from  one  of  the  noblest  families  in 
France,  an  ancient  house  of  whom  there  is  record 
as  early  as  the  eleventh  century  in  Languedoc  and 
Dauphiny. 

George  Shattuck  Selden,  Esq.,  son  of  George 
and  Sophie  Louise  (Shattuck)  Selden,  was  born 


December  3,  1822,  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania, 
and  there  acquired  most  of  his  education,  taking 
a  course  at  Allegheny  College,  and  later  reading 
law  with  Judge  David  Derrickson,  of  that  city, 
where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  December  17, 
1843.  He  located  in  Pittsburgh,  where  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  January  17,  1844,  and  built 
up  a  large  practice.  He  made  a  specialty  of  patent 
cases,  which  he  was  well  qualified  to  handle,  being 
himself  an  inventor  of  merit  and  possessing  a 
practical  as  well  as  a  legal  knowledge  for  that 
department  of  practice.  He  was  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  in  the  extraction  of  oil  from  cannel  coal, 
being  interested  in  that  business  in  1855  at  Kis- 
kiminetas,  this  State,  but  after  establishing  a 
profitable  trade  in  that  line  he  found  it  demol¬ 
ished,  like  those  of  many  other  oil  manufacturers, 
by  the  discovery  of  natural  oil  in  great  quantities. 
In  1861  he  returned  to  Meadville;  six  years  later 
removing  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  followed  his 
profession,  part  of  the  time  in  partnership  with 
Hon.  William  Freame  Johnston,  at  one  time 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  occupying  an  influen¬ 
tial  position  among  the  legal  fraternity.  He  died 
September  27,  1894,  at  Homestead,  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Selden  was  an  Episcopalian,  and  served  as 
vestryman  of  St.  Peter’s  Church  in  Pittsburgh  in 
1853,  later  holding  the  same  position  in  St.  John’s 
Church  in  that  city.  On  September  22,  1842,  he 
married  Elizabeth  Wright  Clark,  daughter  of 
Connor  and  Jane  (Brooks)  Clark,  her  father  be¬ 
ing  a  merchant  in  Meadville.  Her  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Judge  John  Brooks.  Mrs.  Selden 
was  a  great-granddaughter  of  Lieutenant  Aaron 
Wright,  who  served  in  the  Revolution  and  in  the 
War  of  1812.  Ten  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  Shattuck  Selden:  1.  George  de 
Vincent,  who  was  a  Union  soldier  at  the  time  of 
his  death  at  Frederick,  Maryland,  September  17, 
1863,  from  wounds  received  at  Gettysburg,  July  3. 
He  entered  the  service  in  1861,  serving  on  the 
staff  of  General  James  H.  Lane  in  Missouri,  later 
entered  the  service  in  1862  as  second  lieutenant  of 
Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Volunteers,  and  later,  in  1863,  was  com¬ 
missioned  second  lieutenant  of  Troop  H,  Sec¬ 
ond  United  States  Cavalry,  serving  with  that 
regiment  when  wounded.  2.  Connor  Clark  Sel¬ 
den,  enlisted  July  1,  1863,  in  Company  F,  Fifty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  On  December 
9,  1884,  he  married  Mary  Wilson,  and  they 
have  two  children:  Sophie  Louise,  and  Mary 
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Louise.  3.  Leon  Shattuck  Selden,  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  4.  Jennie  Louise  also  died  in  infancy.  5. 
Sophie  Louise,  who  married  Harry  Rogers.  6. 
Elizabeth  Shattuck,  died  in  infancy.  7.  Arthur 
Cullum,  married  Annie  Russell,  and  they  have 
one  son,  George  de  Vincent.  8.  Elizabeth  Pen- 
nock,  married  Alexander  Henry  Lane,  and  their 
two  children  are:  Edwin  Selden,  and  Mildred 
Hansell.  9.  Edwin  Van  Deusen,  of  whom  fur¬ 
ther.  10.  Jane  Clark,  born  in  i860,  died  in  1910, 
unmarried. 

Edwin  Van  Deusen  Selden,  son  of  George 
Shattuck  and  Elizabeth  Wright  (Clark)  Selden, 
was  born  December  23,  1858,  at  Lawrenceville, 
now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  The  family 
returning  to  Meadville  in  1861,  and  removing  to 
Philadelphia  six  years  later,  he  acquired  his  early 
education  in  public  and  private  schools  in  those 
cities,  finishing  with  a  course  at  the  Episcopal 
Academy  in  Philadelphia.  As  his  father  and  his 
grandfather  had  won  distinction  in  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession,  it  was  natural  that  he  should  have  felt 
an  inclination  toward  it.  After  a  years’  study  in 
his  father’s  office,  begun  in  1876,  however,  he 
turned  to  business  pursuits  as  more  congenial, 
and  he  has  never  had  any  reason  to  regret  his 
choice.  In  1877  he  went  to  Parker’s  Landing, 
Pennsylvania,  at  that  time  a  great  oil  center,  as 
a  clerk  for  his  brother,  and  his  mental  agility 
was  even  then  manifested  in  the  rapidity  with 
which  he  mastered  the  details  of  the  business,  al¬ 
though  it  was  new  to  him.  Before  long  he  had 
established  himself  at  Oil  City,  where  in  1878,  he 
became  a  member  of  the  Oil  Exchange,  one  of 
the  leading  centres  of  oil  transactions  in  the 
world.  He  was  in  his  element.  His  own  opera¬ 
tions  made  him  one  of  the  foremost  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  business  and  he  was  president  of  the 
Exchange  for  several  years,  taking  a  prominent 
part  in  its  activities  during  the  most  exciting 
periods  of  the  oil  market,  and  participating  in 
some  of  the  most  memorable  scenes  ever  wit¬ 
nessed  in  a  commercial  exchange.  He  was  a  well- 
known  figure  on  the  floor  for  twenty  years  or 
more.  With  his  usual  vision  and  his  ability  to 
grasp  the  meaning  of  transitions  in  ideas  and 
methods,  Colonel  Selden  was  one  of  the  first  of 
the  petroleum  brokers  to  realize  that  speculation 
in  oil  certificates  had  had  its  day,  and  he  with¬ 
drew  from  that  branch  to  devote  himself  to  refin¬ 
ing  Pennsylvania  oil,  being  a  prime  mover  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Crystal  Oil  Works  at  Rouse- 
ville,  in  which  he  has  since  been  heavily  inter¬ 


ested.  He  formed  a  partnership  with  the  Hon. 
James  A.  Fawcett  in  1897  for  the  foundation  of 
this  enterprise,  and  although  they  met  with  for¬ 
midable  competition  at  the  outset,  they  perse¬ 
vered  until  the  business  was  established  upon  a 
solid  basis.  Colonel  Selden  also  has  heavy  in¬ 
vestments  as  an  oil  producer.  His  other  business 
interests  include  responsible  financial  connections. 
He  was  formerly  president  of  the  Venango  Se¬ 
curity  Building  and  Loan  Association,  and  at  the 
same  time  of  the  Home  Savings  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation,  of  which  he  has  long  been  the  executive 
head.  For  a  number  of  years,  Colonel  Selden  was 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  National 
Guard,  having  been  first  lieutenant  and  quarter¬ 
master  of  the  Sixteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry 
from  1888  to  1895;  colonel  of  the  Twenty-first 
Regiment  of  Infantry  from  1898  to  1900;  and 
lieutenant-colonel  and  division  inspector  of  rifle 
practice  from  1900  to  1905  on  the  staff  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Charles  Miller.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Society  of  Founders  and  Patri¬ 
ots  of  America;  the  Colonial  Society  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  the  Pennsylvania  Society  of  the  Sons  of 
the  Revolution;  the  Ivy  Club;  the  Venango 
Club;  the  Wanango  Country  Club;  and  the  Oil 
City  Boat  Club.  In  Masonry,  Colonel  Selden 
affiliates  with  Petrolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  Oil  City  Chapter,  No.  236, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  Talbot  Commandery,  No. 
42,  Knights  Templar;  Venango  Lodge  of  Per¬ 
fection;  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Thirty-second 
degree;  and  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania.  His  religious  connection  is  with 
Christ  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Oil  City, 
which  he  served  as  vestryman  and  a  member  of 
the  official  board.  He  has  been  a  representative 
from  the  Diocese  of  Erie  to  the  General  Conven¬ 
tion.  Colonel  Selden  has  one  of  the  finest  libraries 
in  Venango  County. 

On  January  2,  1901,  Colonel  Selden  was  mar¬ 
ried  at  Oil  City,  to  Cornelia  Fuller  Earp,  who 
was  born  August  22,  1873,  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Michigan,  and  they  have  five  children:  John  Earp, 
born  January  28,  1902;  Edwin  Van  Deusen,  Jr., 
born  July  5,  1903;  Elizabeth,  born  March  27, 
1905;  George  Samuel,  born  February  1,  1907; 
and  William  Kirkpatrick,  born  November  n, 
1911. 

(The  Earp  Line). 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Earp,  father  of  Mrs. 
Selden,  was  born  May  31,  1844,  in  West  Brom- 
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witch,  Staffordshire,  England,  near  Birmingham, 
son  of  William  and  Ann  (Tansey)  Earp.  He 
came  to  this  country  when  six  years  old  with  his 
parents,  living  first  at  Scranton,  this  State,  and 
later  at  Danville,  where  Samuel  was  prepared  for 
college  in  the  old  Danville  Academy,  under  Pro¬ 
fessor  James  Kelso.  He  was  graduated  from  St. 
John’s  College,  Maryland,  with  the  degree  of 
A.  B.,  receiving  the  master’s  degree  later  from 
Hobart  College,  and  that  of  Ph.  D.,  from  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Jefferson  College.  Although  but  a 
boy  when  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  he  enlisted 
in  a  Danville  company  of  militia  which  was  on  its 
way  to  Antietam  when  the  battle  was  fought  there, 
and  which  was  subsequently  disbanded.  After 
his  graduation  Dr.  Earp  tutored  at  Burlington 
College  in  New  Jersey,  after  which  he  took  a 
three-year  course  at  the  General  Theological 
Seminary  and  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  1868.  For 
twenty-one  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in  min¬ 
isterial  duties,  at  the  end  of  which  he  retired  from 
parochial  work  and  settled  in  Oil  City,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  1889.  His  various  charges  were  at 
Sewickley,  Pennsylvania;  Grand  Rapids,  Mich¬ 
igan;  St.  Andrews’,  New  York;  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  founded  Trinity  Hall,  a 
school  for  boys,  for  Bishop  Kerfoot,  and  served 
as  its  first  rector.  While  at  Grand  Rapids  he  was 
instrumental  in  setting  apart  the  diocese  of 
Western  Michigan,  and  was  a  candidate  for  its 
first  bishop,  in  1874,  losing  by  only  a  few  votes. 
From  his  removal  to  Oil  City  he  devoted  him¬ 
self  to  educational  work  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  June  17,  1906.  For  sixteen  years  he  was 
a  foremost  educator  of  Oil  City,  his  great  schol¬ 
arship  and  great  aptitude  for  imparting  knowl¬ 
edge  leaving  a  profound  impress  upon  those  who 
came  under  his  care.  On  December  22,  1868, 
Dr.  Earp  married  Mary  Elizabeth,  Johnston, 
daughter  of  Colonel  Robert  and  Jane  (Kirkpat¬ 
rick)  Johnston,  and  a  descendant  of  Major  John 
Johnston,  of  Cumberland  County,  this  State,  a 
Revolutionary  officer.  Four  children  were  born 
to  them:  John  Kirkpatrick,  a  business  man  of 
Oil  City;  Mary  Baldy;  Cornelia  Fuller,  wife  of 
Colonel  Edwin  Van  Deusen  Selden;  and  William 
Henry  Hinsdale. 


DANIEL  H.  CORE— In  two  fields  of  human 
endeavor  Daniel  H.  Core  has  played  an  important 
and  successful  part:  banking  and  patriotic  service 


for  his  country.  Inborn  ability,  unfailing  loyalty, 
habitual  conscientiousness  in  the  performance  of 
duties  large  and  small,  and  the  power  to  initiate 
and  to  assume  responsibility  have  characterized  him 
in  both  spheres.  To-day,  Mr.  Core  is  cashier  of 
the  First  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of 
Ford  City,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pennsylvania,  July  21,  1879,  the  son  of 
the  Rev.  Jesse  F.  and  Sarah  K.  (Heiner)  Core. 
His  father,  who  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Pennsylvania,  was  a  Methodist  minister,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference  to  the  time  of 
his  death  in  1898.  His  mother,  a  native  of  Kit¬ 
tanning,  is  still  living.  The  son,  Daniel  H.  Core, 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Washington,  in  his 
native  State,  and  completed  his  education  at  the 
Washington  and  Jefferson  Preparatory  School.  A 
bent  toward  mathematics  and  the  sturdy  qualities 
above  listed  early  displayed  themselves. 

Mr.  Core  began  his  banking  career  as  clerk  in 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Ford  City  in  1899. 
Thereafter  he  studied  banking  methods  from  many 
angles,  beginning  in  minor  positions  and  gradually 
working  up  and  in  many  institutions.  In  1902 
he  joined  the  staff  of  the  Central  National  Bank 
of  Wilkinsburg,  where  he  was  quickly  advanced 
to  the  position  of  teller  and  assistant  cashier. 
His -next  move  was  to  the  Farmers’  National 
Bank  of  Freeport,  in  1904,  as  cashier,  and  he  was 
one  of  its  organizers.  The  larger  opportunity  of 
the  South  Side  Trust  Company  of  Pittsburgh 
called  him  to  that  institution  as  assistant  treasurer, 
and  ever  zealous  to  broaden  his  banking  knowl¬ 
edge,  Mr.  Core  accepted  the  tender  and  remained 
there  until  1908.  In  that  year  he  returned  to  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Ford  City,  as  assistant 
cashier.  On  January  10,  1911,  he  was  elected 
cashier,  an  office  which  he  still  holds.  As  a  testi¬ 
monial  to  his  excellence  in  this  capacity  and  his 
acumen  in  general  banking  affairs,  Mr.  Core  was, 
in  January,  1922,  chosen  a  director  of  the  First 
National.  Meantime  this  institution  has  also 
grown.  It  was  chartered  and  incorporated  on 
July  22,  1898,  and  opened  for  business  on  August 
3,  1898,  with  the  following  as  its  first  officers : 
President,  W.  G.  Heiner;  vice-president,  Edward 
Pitcairn;  cashier,  W.  H.  Schaeffer;  directors,  M. 
J.  Alexander,  A.  W.  Mellon,  Robert  Naysmith, 
A.  C.  Bailey,  and  W.  G.  Heiner.  The  capital  was 
$50,000,  the  surplus,  $10,000.  The  banking  rooms 
were  in  the  office  building  of  the  Pittsburgh  Plate 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


207 


Glass  Company  for  the  first  year.  So  rapidly  did 
the  business  grow  that  the  next  year  saw  a  new  and 
modern  building  erected  for  the  institution  at  the 
corner  of  Ford  and  Fourth  streets.  Certain 
changes  occurred  throughout  subsequent  years  in 
the  personnel :  F.  C.  Beecher  became  cashier  on 
April  17,  1902,  and  was  in  turn  succeeded  by 
Daniel  H.  Core  on  January  10,  1911;  Edward  Pit¬ 
cairn  was  in  1903  elected  president;  and  D.  B. 
Heiner,  vice-president;  in  1907,  Mr.  Heiner  be¬ 
came  president,  and  H.  McD.  McCue  was  elected 
vice-president;  these  are  the  officers  at  present 
(1925).  By  a  sale  of  capital  stock  on  December 
12,  1923,  and  a  stock  dividend  of  100  per  cent,  the 
capital  stock  was  increased  to  $125,000,  and  the 
surplus  to  $25,000.  The  name  was  also  changed 
to  its  present  form  of  the  First  National  Bank 
and  Trust  Company,  and  the  charter  was  amended 
to  include  the  powers  of  a  trust  company.  Total 
dividends  paid  since  the  formation  of  the  company 
amount  to  $271,750. 

Mr.  Core’s  military  activities  have  been  of  in¬ 
terest,  and  his  record,  in  the  eyes  of  his  superiors 
and  the  general  public,  has  been  enviable.  He 
enlisted  in  July,  1916,  for  service  on  the  Mexican 
Border,  and  was  commissioned  captain  of  Com¬ 
pany  K,  16th  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  National 
Guard,  serving  thus  on  the  border  until  January 
9,  1917.  This  hard  and  intensive  training  stood 
him  in  good  stead  during  the  World  War.  He 
served  with  the  same  company,  which  was  later 
merged  with  the  112th  Infantry,  28th  Division 
(known  as  the  Keystone  Division),  of  the  United 
States  Army.  Captain  Core  was  later  detailed  to 
the  Regimental  Staff  as  Personnel  Adjutant,  and 
in  this  capacity  served  with  the  regiment  through¬ 
out  its  service  in  France.  He  participated  in  many 
important  engagements  and  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  May  8,  19x9.  Mr.  Core  is  past  com¬ 
mander  of  the  American  Legion,  and  president 
of  the  Kiwanis  Club,  of  Ford  City,  Pennsylvania. 
His  other  clubs  are :  The  Kittanning  Country  and 
the  Bankers’  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a 
member  of  Beta  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
of  Wilkinsburg,  Pennsylvania;  of  Kittanning 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks ; 
and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

On  October  3,  1907,  Daniel  H.  Core  married 
Amarilla  L.  Getz,  of  Tarentum,  and  to  them  were 
born  the  following  children:  Amarilla  Jane,  who 
attends  the  Ford  City  High  School;  Jesse  F.,  and 


Daniel  H.,  Jr.,  both  of  whom  attend  the  grade 
schools. 


SAMUEL  CUNNINGHAM — An  able  lawyer 
and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  Samuel  Cunning¬ 
ham,  at  eighty-three,  continues  to  practice  his  pro¬ 
fession  with  vigor  and  wonted  acumen  after  fifty- 
five  years.  He  was  born  in  Indiana  County  on 
August  1,  1842,  the  son  of  William  Cunningham, 
of  Huntingdon  County,  who  was  killed  at  Edisto 
Island  in  the  Civil  War  while  in  the  line  of  duty, 
and  who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  Esther 
(Hutchinson)  Cunningham,  of  Indiana  County. 

Samuel  Cunningham  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Indiana  County,  and  was  graduated 
from  Washington  and  Jefferson  College  in  the 
class  of  1868,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  He  read  law  in  the  office  of  Stewart  & 
Clark,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Indiana  County  bar 
in  1871.  He  has  continued  in  general  practice 
ever  since.  From  early  life,  he  has  been  regarded 
as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers,  and  no  one  has  arisen 
in  all  that  time  to  challenge  his  supremacy  in  the 
estimation  of  the  community  which  has  known 
him  since  early  life.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
devoted  himself  to  criminal  law.  In  1895  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  the  Hon.  John  S. 
Fisher.  He  also  served  one  term  as  district  attor¬ 
ney  of  Indiana  County.  During  the  first  year  of 
the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Cunningham,  who  was  in  his 
early  twenties,  was  a  member  of  Company  H, 
First  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Reserves.  At  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  fought  on  August  2, 
1862,  he  sustained  a  wound  from  a  Confederate 
bullet,  as  a  result  of  which  his  left  arm,  from  the 
elbow  down,  was  paralyzed  for  life.  He  was  also 
shot  in  the  stomach  and  in  the  leg.  He  has  beem 
deprived  of  the  use  of  the  hand  and  arm  ever  since. 
This  led  to  his  discharge  from  the  service  the  same 
year  as  physically  unfit  for  active  duty.  Mr. 
Cunningham  had  three  brothers  in  the  Civil  War. 
Robert  Cunningham  was  killed  at  Pittsburgh 
Landing. 

Mr.  Cunningham  was  married,  on  January  1, 
1873,  to  Harriet  B.  Elliott,  of  Indiana  County, 
who  died  in  1910.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children.  Mabel,  who  never  married,  lives  at 
home.  The  others  are:  Mrs.  James  F.  Chap¬ 
man,  Mrs.  Roger  Magee,  and  Mrs.  Laura  C. 
Wells.  Mr.  Cunningham  is  a  member  of  the 
Cosmopolitan  Club,  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
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Republic.  His  offices  are  in  the  Savings  Bank 
and  Trust  Company’s  Building,  Indiana,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 


JOHN  B.  MOORE  — When  only  a  boy,  work¬ 
ing  for  a  daily  wage  of  twenty-five  cents,  John  B. 
Moore,  through  the  advice  of  his  mother,  made 
a  rule,  which  he  carried  into  practice — to  save 
something  from  each  day’s  earnings.  Though  one 
climbs  slowly  to  wealth  on  a  capital  that  of  neces¬ 
sity  is  trivial  at  the  outset,  yet  the  principle  laid 
down  leads  to  ever  increasing  savings  and,  beyond 
a  doubt,  is  one  of  the  fundamentals  of  a  success¬ 
ful  career.  Mr.  Moore  is  a  successful  man.  His 
first  employment,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  was 
making  rafts  in  the  Brokenstraw  Creek  and  Alle¬ 
gheny  River  and  going  to  Pittsburgh  and  other 
places  on  them,  for  other  people;  later  he  rafted 
lumber  for  himself,  before  the  railroads  were 
ready  to  carry  it.  Although  urged  to  attend 
school,  by  his  mother  and  teachers,  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  rafting,  coupled  with  ambition,  would  not 
allow  him  to  continue.  It  is  not  difficult  to 
imagine  how  such  an  adventure,  in  company  with 
the  jovial,  hearty  river  men  would  appeal  to  a 
boy,  and  after  all,  it  may  be  the  time  of  his  life 
most  pleasing  to  recall.  To-day  he  is  a  prosper¬ 
ous  lumber  manufacturer,  officer  of  a  bank,  and 
one  of  the  prominent  men  of  Northwestern  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

John  B.  Moore  was  born  at  Oxford,  Chenango 
County,  New  York,  on  April  14,  1850,  son  of 
Joseph  and  Lucina  (Borden)  Moore.  His  father 
joined  the  gold  rush  to  the  West,  in  1849  and 
never  returned.  When  six  years  of  age,  Mr. 
Moore’s  family  moved  to  Pittsfield  Township, 
Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  here  he  at¬ 
tended  the  Whitestown  public  school  until  he  was 
fourteen.  Then  he  formed  his  first  contact  with 
the  lumber  business,  in  which  he>has  been  inter¬ 
ested  ever  since.  For  several  seasons  he  took  lum¬ 
ber  down  the  river  in  rafts,  and  was  employed  in 
the  lumber  woods  of  Pittsfield  Township.  In 
1872  he  was  connected,  for  a  short  time  with  the 
railroad,  but,  a  year  later,  he  began,  in  a  small 
way,  to  establish  himself  as  a  lumber  manufac¬ 
turer,  farming  at  the  same  time.  It  is  enlighten¬ 
ing  to  note  that,  at  this  time  (1873),  he  sold  fine 
hemlock  lumber  for  $7.00  per  thousand  feet,  and 
his  business  has  steadily  prospered  until  “J.  B.”, 
as  Mr.  Moore  is  familiarly  called  by  his  friends, 
is  now  one  of  the  largest  lumber  dealers  in  the 


State.  He  also  has  property  holdings  in  Wiscon¬ 
sin  and  West  Virginia.  In  Bayfield  County,  Wis¬ 
consin,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  timber  tract  and  established  a  post  office 
there,  which  he  called  “Port  Wing,”  in  honor  of 
the  previous  owner  of  the  land.  He  personally 
supervised  the  dredging  of  the  harbor,  and  the 
erection  of  a  band  mill  in  the  winter  of  1893  by 
driving  piling  through  the  ice  for  foundation. 
This  improvement  covered  a  period  of  ten  years. 
In  West  Virginia  he  secured  several  tracts  of 
timber  and  built  a  mill  at  Gilman.  Later  he 
bought  other  areas,  rich  in  forests  of  oak,  poplar, 
and  chestnut,  and  erected  a  large,  double-band 
sawmill  at  Ellamore,  Randolph  County,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  with  firm  name  of  Moore,  Keppel  and 
Company.  His  business  operations  here  have 
covered  a  number  of  years  and,  at  present,  owns 
fifty  thousand  acres  of  land  in  this  territory.  He 
began  a  series  of  purchases  in  1902,  and,  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1907,  began  to  fell  the 
timber.  On  this  tract  he  has  opened  a  coal  mine 
which  produces  an  exceptionally  high  grade  of 
soft  coal,  known  as  the  “New  River  Seam.” 
Here  he  established  a  post  office,  giving  it  the 
name  of  Ellamore,  in  memory  of  his  lost  wife. 
He  has  constantly  added  to  his  ownership  of 
lands,  and,  in  Pittsfield  Township,  Warren 
County,  Pennsylvania,  has  eleven  thousand  acres, 
of  which  one  thousand  acres  are  cleared  and  the 
rich  soil  is  under  cultivation.  Wishing  to  con¬ 
serve  forests,  for  twenty-five  years  no  timber  has 
been  cut  on  this  property,  and  the  new  growth  is 
most  promising.  It  is  on  these  improved  acres,  in 
Pittsfield  Township,  near  the  village  of  Garland, 
that  Mr.  Moore’s  home  is  located,  bearing  the  de¬ 
scriptive  and  appropriate  name  of  “Fairfields.” 
Here,  in  the  beautiful  Brokenstraw  Valley,  he  has 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  maintains 
a  large  herd  of  Holstein  cattle,  which  are  regis¬ 
tered  and  are  as  fine  as  can  be  found. 

On  May  16,  1873,  John  B.  Moore  was  married 
to  Ella  Wade,  of  Pittsfield  Township,  Warren 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  were  within  a 
few  years  of  the  celebration  of  their  fortieth  wed¬ 
ding  anniversary  when  Mrs.  Moore  was  taken 
from  his  side.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  were 
born  three  children:  1.  Charles  R.,  the  eldest, 
who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  lumber 
business.  He  married  Medora  McManus,  and  to 
the  union  were  born  five  children.  The  family 
make  their  home  with  Mr.  Moore  on  his  Pitts- 
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field  estate.  2.  Jessie  L.,  is  their  only  daughter. 
She  married  Carl  F.  Martin,  who  manages  Moore, 
Keppel  and  Company’s  Store,  at  Ellamore,  West 
Virginia,  and  is  postmaster  there.  3.  Joseph  B., 
the  youngest  son,  who  married  Maud  Bartholo¬ 
mew,  and  to  whom  four  children  were  born,  is 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  lumber  business 
at  Ellamore. 

Mr.  Moore  has  always  been  a  man  of  temper¬ 
ate  habits  and  an  industrious,  substantial  citizen, 
and,  while  so  busily  engaged  in  the  vast  work 
of  his  farm  and  superintending  his  ever  increasing 
lumber  business,  he  is  interested  in  all  home-town 
improvements.  He  has  acted  as  commissioner  of 
his  township  and  takes  time  to  be  a  “live  wire” 
in  politics,  a  staunch  Republican.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  life  of  J.  B.  Moore  should  serve  as  a  pat¬ 
tern  and  striking  example,  particularly  to  young 
people,  showing,  as  it  does,  how  thrift,  honesty, 
and  perseverance  bring  a  rich  reward. 


CHARLES  A.  MacINTYRE— Walking  to¬ 
day  in  our  midst,  in  civilian  life,  filling  in  many 
cases  humble  positions  in  office  or  fields  or  factory, 
or  perhaps  having  earned  the  right  to  obtain  one 
of  the  civic  offices  for  services  rendered,  are  the 
tens  of  thousands  of  our  American  boys,  each 
one  a  hero  in  the  country’s  heart,  for  the  splendid 
services  rendered  during  the  great  World  War, 
when  that  awful  conflict  shook  the  continents  and 
awakened  men’s  souls  to  a  new  order  of  things. 
From  every  walk  of  life  they  came,  and  fought 
side  by  side  with  their  brothers  across  the  seas, 
many  of  them  lying  now  beneath  the  poppies  on 
“Flanders  Field,”  the  others  returned  ond  scat¬ 
tered  to  their  various  communities,  and  their 
various  occupations  in  the  great  industrial  and 
agricultural  centers  in  these  United  States.  The 
freedom  and  democracy  that  they  fought  for  they 
paid  for  with  a  great  price,  and  it  is  well  that  the 
lands  do  not  forget,  not  alone  those  who  paid 
with  their  lives,  but  those  who  have  come  back  to 
carry  through  life  their  losses  and  handicaps  and 
sufferings.  From  the  coal  fields  of  Pennsylvania 
among  this  number,  Charles  A.  MacIntyre 
answered  the  call  of  his  country,  and  he  served 
for  eighteen  months  across  seas,  with  the  engineers 
corps,  taking  part  in  the  great  offensives  and  de¬ 
fensives,  and  returning,  after  having  suffered, 
under  fire,  the  necessity  of  having  a  leg  amputated, 
besides  his  other  wounds.  Since  his  return  he 


has  been  made  the  Register  of  Wills  in  his  county, 
and  has  won  the  honored  esteem  and  regard  of 
his  section.  Born  and  educated  in  his  native  Key¬ 
stone  State,  his  work  until  his  call  to  the  colors 
was  carried  on  within  Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  but 
fitting  that  he  should  receive  the  honors  that  his 
fellow  citizens  have  conferred  upon  him.  “No 
man  liveth  unto  himself,”  and  he  who  best  serves 
becomes  an  inspiration  to  those  who  follow  after, 
while  he  puts  those  of  us  who  remain  forever  in 
his  debt,  a  loving  obligation  that  individual,  and 
commonwealth  and  nation  are  glad  to  pay.  Mr. 
MacIntyre  has  earned,  along  with  the  others  who 
have  served  in  that  awful  conflict,  the  gratitude 
and  honored  esteem  of  his  fellowmen.  But  he  is 
not  satisfied  with  resting  on  laurels  earned.  He 
continues  to  serve,  and  his  community  is  being 
further  benefited  by  his  efforts. 

Charles  A.  MacIntyre  was  born  July  2,  1893,  at 
Morann,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary 
(Henderson)  MacIntyre,  his  father  being  a  retired 
miner,  and  a  man  greatly  esteemed  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  The  son  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Clearfield  County  and  was  a 
coal  miner  until  June,  1917,  when  he  joined  the 
United  States  Army.  After  securing  his  dis¬ 
charge  in  June,  1919,  he  became  Register  of  Wills 
for  Cambria  County,  Pennsylvania,  which  position 
he  still  holds.  Mr.  MacIntyre  volunteered  for 
service  in  the  World  War  in  June,  1917.  He  was 
attached  to  Company  C,  Third  Division,  Sixth 
Engineers,  and  spent  eight  months’  service  under 
fire.  He  was  in  all  the  battles  and  skirmishes  in 
which  that  division  took  part,  serving  with  the 
English,  French,  Australian,  and  French  Moroccon 
troops.  He  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
Walter  Reid  General  Hospital  at  Washington,  D. 
C.,  in  June,  1919.  He  took  part  in  the  famous 
Second  Battle  at  the  Marne,  receiving  there  minor 
wounds  in  his  right  arm  and  left  leg,  and  losing 
his  right  leg,  which  was  amputated  above  the 
knee. 

Mr.  MacIntyre  shows  great  interest  in  fraternal 
organizations  and  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  while 
his  experiences  overseas  identify  him  prominently 
with  the  American  Legion,  the  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars,  and  the  Disabled  American  Veterans.  He 
likewise  holds  membership  in  the  Kiwanis  Club, 
and  whenever  there  is  any  movement  on  foot  in  the 
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community  that  has  as  its  goal  the  betterment  and 
uplift  of  Ebensburg,  Mr.  MacIntyre  can  be  de¬ 
pended  upon  to  lend  his  loyal  support  and  aid.  In 
religious  faith  he  is  a  Presbyterian. 

Charles  A.  MacIntyre  married,  September  7, 
1917,  in  Conemaugh,  Pennsylvania,  Iva  M.  Harri¬ 
son,  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Susan  (Salkield) 
Harrison,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren :  1.  Charles  A.,  Jr.,  born  in  1919.  2.  Donald 

P.,  born  in  1921. 


SAMUEL  JOHNSON  ORR,  of  Greenville,  is 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Mercer  County  bar 
and  a  successful  insurance  man  of  Greenville,  who 
has  had  a  variegated  career  as  a  public  official,  a 
former  State  legislator,  and  a  noted  Republican  of 
Mercer  County.  Mr.  Orr  once  was  burgess  of  Green¬ 
ville  and  he  has  always  maintained  his  interest  in 
and  been  active  in  public  affairs  of  the  borough 
and  county.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Farmers’  and 
Merchants’  Trust  Company,  of  Greenville,  and  is 
a  well  known  member  of  clubs  and  fraternities. 

Samuel  Johnson  Orr  was  born  in  Fairview 
Township,  Mercer  County,  February  27,  1874,  the 
son  of  Robert  Orr,  a  native  of  Mercer  County, 
and  a  Civil  War  veteran  who  fought  in  the  63d 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Regiment  from  1861  to 
1865,  who  was  county  treasurer  of  Mercer  County 
from  1881  to  1883  and  who,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  was  a  successful  merchant  and  fire  insur¬ 
ance  operator,  and  Mary  (Paden)  Orr. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Mercer,  Samuel  John¬ 
son  Orr  obtained  his  early  schooling,  which  he 
finished  in  the  Mercer  High  School,  in  Mercer. 
He  was  graduated  from  this  school  in  1891  and 
then  went  to  Washington  and  Jefferson  College, 
where  he  graduated  in  1895  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  For  a  year — from  1897  to 
1898 — Mr.  Orr  was  instructor  in  his  high  school 
ahm  mater,  Mercer,  and  in  1900  he  began  his  legal 
practice  in  the  borough  of  Greenville.  He  soon 
became  prominent  in  the'  bar  and  in  political  and 
civic  activities,  having  affiliated  himself  with  the 
Republican  organization.  In  1918  he  was  elected 
burgess  of  Greenville,  a  post  he  held  until  1922, 
and  in  1921  he  was  a  representative  from  his  native 
county  in  the  Pennsylvania  State  Legislature.  In 
1918,  Mr.  Orr  practically  abandoned  his  legal 
career,  when  he  entered  the  fire  insurance  business 
in  Greenville.  This  venture  has  proved  success¬ 
ful,  and  though  Mr.  Orr  devotes  most  of  his  atten¬ 


tion  and  energies  to  his  business,  he  still  practices 
in  the  profession  he  followed  for  nearly  two 
decades. 

Mr.  Orr  is  a  member  of  Greenville  Lodge,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  of  Greenville  Lodge,  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks ;  of  Green¬ 
ville  Lodge,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose ;  the  Phi 
Kappa  Psi  Fraternity;  and  the  Greenville  Lodge 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
also  holds  memberships  in  the  Mercer  County 
Bar  Association,  the  Greenville  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Greenville  Motor  Club,  and  the  Green¬ 
ville  Country  Club. 

Mr.  Orr  married  Mabel  Packard,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Prescott  and  Julie  (Block)  Packard,  in 
Greenville,  September  1,  1904.  There  are  four 
children  of  this  union:  1.  Mary  Packard,  born 
July  15,  1905.  2.  Julie  Packard,  born  April  3,  1907. 
3.  Robert  Lincoln,  born  February  22,  1911.  4. 

Samuel  Johnson,  Jr.,  born  November  2,  1914. 
The  Orr  family  makes  its  home  at  No.  23 
Chambers  Street,  in  Greenville,  while  Mr.  Orr 
maintains  his  business  establishment  at  No.  12 
Canal  Street.  The  members  of  the  Orr  family 
attend  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Greenville. 


HARRIS  CUNNINGHAM  EWALT,  who 

has  for  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  put  his  agri¬ 
cultural  training  and  ability  at  the  service  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  is  descended  from  notable 
Pennsylvania  families.  Among  the  outstanding 
ancestral  figures  was  John  Harris,  who  emigrated 
from  England  and  settled  on  the  Susquehanna 
River  at  Harris’  Landing,  which  became  Harris¬ 
burg  as  the  section  grew  more  populated.  His 
son,  John  Harris,  Jr.,  was  the  first  white  child 
born  on  the  site  of  Harrisburg,  and  his  daughter, 
Annie  Harris,  married  Samuel  Ewalt,  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  and  moved  to  Pittsburgh.  Rebekah  Ewalt, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Annie  (Harris)  Ewalt, 
married  John  Ewalt,  of  New  Jersey,  and  moved  to 
Warren,  Ohio,  where  their  ten  children  were  born 
among  whom  was  a  son,  John  Harris,  born  in  1812. 
John  H.  Ewalt,  son  of  John  and  Rebekah  (Ewalt) 
Ewalt,  married  Mary  Woodrow,  and  moved  to 
Pittsburgh,  where  their  son,  George  Washington 
Ewalt,  an  only  child,  was  born  in  1840.  The  fam¬ 
ily  later  moved  to  a  farm  in  Richland  Township, 
Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania. 

George  Washington  Ewalt,  father  of  Harris 
Cunningham  Ewalt,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a 
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farmer  also,  and  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Cun¬ 
ningham,  born  in  1843,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Eliza  (Ross)  Cunningham,  born,  respectively,  in 
1806  and  1812.  Robert  Cunningham  was  the  son 
of  Hugh  and  Nancy  (Simpson)  Cunningham, 
who  were  married  in  Ireland. 

Harris  Cunningham  Ewalt,  son  of  George  W. 
and  Mary  E.  (Cunningham)  Ewalt,  was  born  in 
Richland  Township,  Allegheny  County,  October 
11,  1871.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  specialized  in  agricultural  courses,  which  he 
pursued  at  Pennsylvania  State  College.  His 
business  career  has  been  throughout  that  of  a 
farmer,  and  for  twenty-five  years  he  has  been 
manager  of  the  farms  of  the  Polk  State  School  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  a  trustee  in  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

Mr.  Ewalt  married,  in  Allison  Park,  Allegheny 
County,  September  16,  1902,  Mae  Ursula  Hodil, 
a  devoted  church  worker,  daughter  of  James 
Calvin  and  Anna  Mary  (Sutter)  Hodil.  James 
C.  Hodil  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Margaret 
(Strohm)  Hodil,  born,  respectively,  September  19, 
1805,  and  November  13,  1813,  who  had  seven 
other  children.  James  C.  Hodil,  born  April  29, 
1847,  married,  in  1871,  Anna  Mary  Sutter,  born 
December  19,  1849,  daughter  of  John  J.  and 
Ursula  (Durrin)  Sutter,  born,  respectively,  Octo¬ 
ber  6,  1820,  and  December  31,  1828.  Harris  C. 
Ewalt  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren:  Anna  Mary;  George  Harris;  Helen  Mae; 
James  Lawrence;  Floyd  Woodrow;  and  Donald 
Hodil. 


HOWARD  B.  BUTERBAUGH,  M.  D.— Both 
as  a  general  practitioner,  and  in  his  department 
of  specialization  in  medicine,  Dr.  Buterbaugh  has 
secured  and  long  maintained  his  repute  for  skill 
and  thoroughness  in  his  profession;  and  with  his 
offices  at  Indiana  during  the  period  of  his  medical 
career,  with  the  exception  of  the  World  War 
interim  while  he  was  in  service  overseas,  he  has 
established  himself  as  among  the  foremost  physi¬ 
cians  in  this  section  of  the  State  who  have  made  an 
exact  study  of  head  and  neck  diseases.  He  is  a 
son  of  E.  L.  Buterbaugh,  a  merchant  and  a  native 
of  Indiana  County,  and  Sara  (Barbor)  Buter¬ 
baugh,  who  resides  in  Indiana  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two. 

Dr.  Howard  B.  Buterbaugh  was  born  May  12, 


1871,  in  Indiana  County,  and  he  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  and  the  State  Normal  schools.  Preparing  for 
his  profession  at  Western  Reserve  Medical  School, 
he  graduated  there  in  1895,  with  his  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine,  then  serving  for  a  year  as 
interne  in  Lakeside  Hospital,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Dr.  Buterbaugh  commenced  general  practice  in 
Indiana  in  1896,  and  so  continued  to  the  opening 
of  the  World  War.  Returning  from  military  serv¬ 
ice,  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  of  a  year  in  the 
New  York  Post  Graduate  School  of  Medicine  in 
New  York  City;  and  starting  in  1921,  he  has  made 
a  successful  specialty  in  the  treatment  of  the  head 
and  neck,  and  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose,  and  throat. 

With  the  call  of  the  World  War,  Dr.  Buter¬ 
baugh  went  overseas  as  a  captain  in  the  Medical 
Corps,  at  first  being  assigned  with  Base  Hospital 
No.  9,  and  later  with  Base  Hospital  No.  91.  He 
received  his  discharge  in  1919  with  the  rank  of 
major;  and  at  the  present  time  he  holds  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  major  in  Hospital  Company  No.  108,  of  the 
103d  Medical  Regiment,  in  the  Pennsylvania 
National  Guard. 

In  his  political  allegiance  a  Republican,  Dr. 
Buterbaugh  is  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Town 
Council.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Lodge 
No.  313,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  and  with 
Pittsburgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite;  and  he  is  a  life  member  of  Syria  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  also  a  life  member  of  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  of 
Post  No.  144  of  the  American  Legion.  His  pro¬ 
fessional  affiliations  are  with  the  County,  State, 
and  National  Mledical  associations.  His  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Dr.  Howard  B.  Buterbaugh  married,  May  4, 
1921,  Anna  C.  Brown,  of  Blairsville,  Indiana 
County,  Pennsylvania. 


EZEKIEL  THOMAS  JOHNSON— Enjoying 
a  competence  and  well-earned  rest  from  his  long 
years  of  devotion  to  the  oil  business  in  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  other  fields,  in  which  in  his  day  he 
was  one  of  the  heaviest  operators,  Ezekiel  Thomas 
Johnson,  veteran  officer  of  the  Civil  War,  is  a 
highly  esteemed  resident  of  Bradford,  where  he 
has  lived  for  the  past  half-century  and  more.  He 
is  a  descendant  of  Captain  Edward  Johnson,  born 
in  Canterbury,  County  Kent,  England,  who  came 
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first  to  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  with  the  first 
emigrants,  returned  to  England,  and  came  again 
in  1636  or  1637  with  his  wife  and  seven  children. 
He  was  a  man  of  influence  in  the  community, 
active  in  the  affairs  of  the  first  church  and  captain 
of  the  first  military  company  at  Woburn,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  The  line  of  descent  is  then  through  his 
son  William  (2),  his  son  William  (3),  his  son 
Thomas,  his  son  John,  his  son  Haynes,  his  son 
Captain  Haynes  (2),  who  had  a  son  Ezekiel,  of 
whom  further. 

Captain  Ezekiel  Johnson,  son  of  Captain  Haynes 
(2)  Johnson,  and  father  of  Ezekiel  Thomas  John¬ 
son,  of  this  review,  was  born  in  Bradford,  Ver¬ 
mont,  September  26,  1803,  and  died  there,  October 
9,  1880.  He  was  educated  in  the  Bradford 
school,  spending  all  his  life  as  a  farmer,  and  was 
captain  of  a  military  company  in  early  life.  He 
was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  member  of 
the  official  board  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  married,  February  27,  1827,  Nancy 
Corliss  Rogers,  born  in  Newbury,  Vermont,  De¬ 
cember  12,  1807,  died  September  11,  1850,  descend¬ 
ant  of  Rev.  Thomas  Rogers,  “the  Martyr,”  some 
of  whose  children  settled  in  Wales,  where  a  cen¬ 
tury  later,  Stephen  Rogers,  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  America,  was  born,  settling  in  Newbury- 
port,  Massachusetts,  and  later  in  Hampton,  New 
Hampshire.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Ruth  (Stevens)  Rogers,  being  one  of  nine 
children.  Children  of  Ezekiel  and  Nancy  Cor¬ 
liss  (Rogers)  Johnson:  1.  Mary  Elizabeth,  mar¬ 
ried  Hon.  Roswell  Farnham,  attorney,  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  Civil  War,  Vermont  State  Senator, 
and  two  years  Governor  of  Vermont.  2.  Ruth 
Ann,  married  Benjamin  B.  Chadwick,  a  lumber¬ 
man  of  Bradford,  Vermont.  3.  Jane,  died  at  age 
of  two  years.  4.  Nancy  Jennie,  married  John  H. 
Ruckel,  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  5.  Harriet,  mar¬ 
ried  Mortimer  Bradley,  both  now  deceased.  6. 
Ezekiel  Thomas,  of  whom  further.  7.  William 
Henry,  married  (first)  Virginia,  daughter  of  Dr. 
W.  H.  Hartley,  of  New  York  City;  married 
(second)  Mary  Adelia  Lord;  married  (third) 
Mary  Hill,  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Ezekiel  Thomas  Johnson,  son  of  Captain  Ezekiel 
and  Nancy  Corliss  (Rogers)  Johnson,  and  tenth 
in  line  of  descent  from  the  earliest  recorded 
ancestor  of  his  family,  was  born  in  Orange 
County,  Vermont,  May  19,  1839,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Bradford,  Ver¬ 
mont.  He  was  still  in  his  ’teens  when  he  obtained 


employment  on  the  “Windsor  (Vermont)  Jour¬ 
nal,”  where  he  learned  the  printer’s  trade  and 
became  a  full-fledged  journeyman.  He  followed 
his  trade  on  that  paper  until  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War,  with  the  exception  of  about  a  year 
and  a  half  which  he  spent  in  Boston.  He  enlisted 
August  6,  1862,  as  a  private  in  Company  H,  10th 
Regiment,  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  soon 
was  promoted  to  corporal.  He  was  promoted  to 
sergeant  December  28,  1862;  to  first  sergeant 
M,arch  4,  1864;  commissioned  second  lieutenant 
December  19,  1864,  and  assigned  to  Company  E, 
but  for  some  reason  not  given  for  this  record,  he 
was  never  mustered;  commissioned  first  lieutenant 
of  Company  G,  and  transferred  to  Company  E, 
10th  Vermont  Regiment. 

Lieutenant  Johnson  made  a  good  soldier,  see¬ 
ing  particularly  hard  service  with  the  grand  old 
10th  Vermont,  in  which  he  received  special  men¬ 
tion  for  bravery  and  efficiency.  Some  idea  of  the 
ordeals  through  which  this  brave  regiment  went 
may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that  out  of  the  one 
hundred  and  one  men  who  enlisted  with  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Johnson,  but  thirty-five  returned  to  their 
homes.  The  10th  Vermont,  with  the  14th  New 
Jersey,  the  106th  and  151st  New  York  and  the 
87th  Pennsylvania,  formed  the  1st  Brigade  of  the 
3d  Division,  6th  Army  Corps,  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  Lieutenant  Johnson  with  his  regiment 
participated  in  the  following  engagements:  Kel¬ 
ley’s  Ford,  November  7;  Orange  Grove,  Novem¬ 
ber  27;  Mine  Run,  November  30;  the  Wilder¬ 
ness,  May  5  to  8;  Spottsylvania,  May  10  to  17; 
North  Anna  River,  May  23  to  26;  Hanover  Court 
House,  May  30;  Totopatomy  Creek,  May  31; 
Cold  Harbor,  June  1;  Cold  Harbor,  June  3,  and 
6  to  12;  Bermuda  Hundred,  June  17;  Weldon 
Railroad,  June  22  and  23;  Monocacy  Junction, 
July  9,  1864;  Petersburg,  March  25;  Petersburg, 
April  2;  Deatonsville  Road,  April  6;  Sailors 
Creek,  April  6,  Appomattox  Court  House,  April 
9,  1865. 

At  the  battle  of  Monocacy  Junction,  Maryland, 
July  9,  1864,  Sergeant  Johnson  had  charge  of  the 
skirmish  line  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  George  E.  Davis, 
and  was  performing  such  duties,  a  rank  for  which 
he  already  had  been  named,  and  while  thus  en¬ 
gaged  he  was  severely  wounded  by  a  Minie  ball 
in  the  top  of  his  head,  the  missile  cutting  through 
the  scalp  and  scraping  the  bone,  causing  an  ugly 
wound.  He  was  confined  to  a  hospital  for  sev- 
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eral  months,  but  eventually  rejoined  his  regiment, 
then  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia,  Novem¬ 
ber,  1864.  He  continued  in  active  service  until 
the  surrender  of  the  Confederate  Army  at  Appo¬ 
mattox,  and  the  participated  in  the  Grand  Review 
and  parade  of  the  victorious  Union  troops  before 
the  President  in  Washington.  He  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service  with  honor,  June  22,  1865,  and 
went  to  live  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  Subsequently 
he  removed  to  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  oil  producing  business.  His  oper¬ 
ations  ranged  through  most  of  the  oil  fields  in 
West  Virginia,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Kansas,  and  in 
a  considerable  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  field.  He 
saw  his  enterprises  attended  with  success,  and  he 
became  president  of  the  Test  Oil  Company,  Brad¬ 
ford,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers.  He 
continued  his  operations  in  Oklahoma,  and  his 
operations  in  the  Pennsylvania  field  covered  the 
period  of  1878  to  1920.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
organizers  and  is  now  the  president  of  the  Hold¬ 
ing  Oil  Corporation  of  Bradford,  established 
April  1,  1920.  For  many  years  he  has  been  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  most  expert  men  in  the  oil- 
producing  field,  and  has  been  a  close  student  of 
the  industry  in  all  its  ramifications  as  it  affected 
his  department  of  activity.  The  prominence  and 
wealth  he  attained  are  principally  the  results  of 
his  intuitive  capacity  for  the  oil  business,  his  abil¬ 
ity  to  manage  the  affairs  of  a  large  industry,  and 
his  personal  integrity. 

Lieutenant  Johnson  is  a  firm  follower  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  political  persuasion.  He  is  a  communi¬ 
cant  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Brad¬ 
ford,  which  he  has  served  as  treasurer  for  many 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  Veteran 
Legion,  and  never  since  the  memorable  days  of 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion  has  his  interest  been 
allowed  to  flag  as  relating  to  all  that  concerns  his 
old  comrades. 

Lieutenant  Ezekiel  Thomas  Johnson  married, 
January  31,  1867,  Sophia  Louisa,  daughter  of 
Colonel  Jeffrey  Amherst  Bayley,  a  descendant  of 
an  old  English  family,  and  Melissa  (Stevens) 
Bayley.  They  had  two  children,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  Mr.  Johnson  maintains  his  town  residence 
at  No.  55  South  Avenue,  Bradford,  and  spends  his 
summers  in  his  native  Orange  County,  on  the 
bank  of  the  Connecticut  River  in  Vermont. 


GUY  THORNE — Having  taken  part  in  the 
administration  of  public  affairs  of  both  Green¬ 


ville  and  Mercer  County  at  various  times  during 
his  successful  legal  career,  Guy  Thorne,  of  Green¬ 
ville,  is  one  of  the  prominent  attorneys  and  citizens 
of  the  county.  A  foremost  Democrat  of  the 
county,  Mr.  Thorne  was  at  one  time  burgess  of 
Greenville  and  at  another  solicitor  for  Mercer 
County.  He  is  a  World  War  veteran,  and  is  active 
in  ex-service  men’s  organizations  and  in  the  legal 
fraternities  of  the  county  and  State.  Highly 
honored  by  his  fellow  citizens,  he  is  exceedingly 
popular,  an  acknowledged  leader  at  the  bar. 

Guy  Thorne  was  born  in  Hempfield  Township, 
Mercer  County,  January  n,  1878,  the  son  of 
Thomas  Thorne,  a  native  of  New  York,  who  was 
a  farmer,  and  Helen  (Mandeville)  Thorne,  also 
born  in  New  York.  Mr.  Thorne  first  attended 
public  school  in  his  natal  township  and  then  the 
Greenville  High  School,  following  graduation 
from  which  he  matriculated  in  Thiel  College.  He 
took  his  legal  course  in  the  Law  Department  of 
Dickinson  College,  in  Carlisle,  and  was  graduated 
from  this  institution  on  June  3,  1902,  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Since  late  in  1902, 
when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Mercer 
County,  he  has  been  in  continuous  practice  in 
Greenville.  Mr.  Thorne  is  now  attorney  for  the 
Greenville  National  Bank  and  other  institutions, 
besides  having  a  lucrative  practice  among  indi¬ 
viduals.  For  four  years  he  was  burgess  of  Green¬ 
ville  and  for  seven  years  was  solicitor  for  Mercer 
County.  During  the  World  War  he  was  in  the 
Motor  Transport  Corps.  He  had  enlisted  in  1918 
and  had  been  sent  to  Camp  Joseph  E.  Johnson, 
near  Jacksonville,  Florida,  and  was  in  the  Officers’ 
School  of  the  Motor  Transport  Corps  when  he  was 
discharged. 

Mr.  Thorne,  still  active  in  Democratic  affairs, 
holds  membership  in  many  organizations.  He  is  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason,  being  a  member  of 
Greenville  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  Templar  and  the 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Greenville 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
the  Knights  of  Pythias;  the  Protected  Home  Cir¬ 
cle;  the  American  Bar  Association;  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Bar  Association;  and  the  Mercer  County 
Bar  Association.  He  is  president  of  the  Green¬ 
ville  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  vice-president  of 
the  Greenville  Motor  Club.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  American  Legion  and  to  the  Greenville  Ki- 
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wanis  and  the  Greenville  Country  Clubs.  Mr. 
Thorne  is  an  Episcopalian  by  faith.  He  is  un¬ 
married. 


JAMES  McCULLOUGH,  JR.— Kittanning  is 
fortunate  in  the  possession  of  citizens  of  the  pub¬ 
lic-spirited  type  of  Mr.  McCullough,  who  is  in¬ 
variably  and  prominently  associated  with  the  con¬ 
structive  plans  of  financial  institutions,  and  who 
as  a  builder  and  merchant  has  been  of  substantial 
aid  in  the  steadfast  advance  of  this  community. 
His  is  a  service  of  great  personal  and  busi¬ 
ness  activity,  and  the  high  regard  in  which  he 
is  everywhere  held  is  merited  by  his  devotion  to 
Kittanning  and  its  institutions. 

James  McCullough,  Jr.,  a  son  of  John  L.  Mc¬ 
Cullough,  of  Ireland,  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  who 
died  in  1887,  and  Elizabeth  McCullough,  was  bom 
May  4,  1844,  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  and  with 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  the  United  States  he 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Armstrong  County 
and  Dayton  Academy.  A  carpenter  by  trade,  and 
for  many  years  he  carried  on  a  general  contracting 
business,  and  he  was  very  much  interested  in  archi¬ 
tecture.  Among  the  more  notable  buildings  that 
were  erected  by  him  were  the  following-named : 
The  Armstrong  County  Jail,  that  was  built  in 
1872,  and  is  still  in  use;  the  Clarion  County  Jail, 
and  the  former  public  school  house,  that  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  In  1873,  Mr.  McCullough  began 
to  engage  in  the  building  of  waterworks,  and  he 
erected  the  Kittanning  water  works,  and  those  at 
Warren,  Butler,  Little  Washington,  Waynesburg, 
and  Monongahela  City.  He  also  built  the  street 
railway  from  Kittanning  to  Ford  City. 

In  1879  Mr.  McCullough  established  a  small 
hardware  store  under  the  name  of  James  McCul¬ 
lough,  Jr.,  on  Main  Street,  and  he  has  continued 
in  the  business  of  dealing  in  all  kinds  of  hardware, 
building  supplies,  farming  implements,  and  in 
doing  a  jobbing  business.  In  1897  the  original 
building  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  present 
building  was  erected  and  ready  for  occupancy  in 
1899;  it  has  four  floors  of  selling  space,  with 
22,000  square  feet  in  all;  also  two  large  ware¬ 
houses,  with  a  railroad  siding.  On  January  1, 
1918,  Mr.  McCullough’s  son,  James  T.  McCul¬ 
lough,  was  admitted  to  the  firm  as  an  equal  part¬ 
ner,  and  the  firm  name  then  became  James  McCul¬ 
lough  &  Son. 

Mr.  McCullough  is  one  of  the  originators  and 


a  member  of  the  first  board  of  directors  of  the 
Safe  Deposit  and  Title  Guarantee  Company,  of 
which  he  is  now  president ;  and  he  is  also  president 
of  the  Kittanning  National  Bank.  He  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics,  and  his  support  and  influence  are 
directed  in  favor  of  the  principles  of  that  party. 
Fraternally,  Mr.  McCullough  is  affiliated  with 
Lodge,  No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of 
which  he  is  a  Past  Master;  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
at  Kittanning;  Kittanning  Council,  Royal  and 
Select  Masters;  No.  1  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar,  of  Pittsburgh;  Pittsburgh  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  of  the  thirty-third 
degree;  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Kittanning  Country 
Club,  and  is  a  member  and  trustee  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  makes  his  business  and 
his  Masonic  associations  his  hobbies. 

James  McCullough,  Jr.,  married,  in  1877,  Annie 
B.  Turner,  of  Freeport;  they  have  one  son,  James 
Turner  McCullough,  a  graduate  of  the  local 
schools,  and  of  Yale  University  with  the  degree  of 
Mechanical  Engineer,  in  the  class  of  1917.  He 
was  also  graduated  from  Lawrenceville  Prepara¬ 
tory  School  in  the  class  of  1913.  During  the 
World  War  Mr.  McCullough  spent  a  year  in  the 
mechanical  department  of  the  United  States  Army 
Air  Service,  and  after  his  discharge  his  father  took 
him  into  partnership  in  his  present  business  of 
which  he  now  has  the  entire  management.  James 
Turner  McCullough  married  Florence  Anderson, 
a  daughter  of  Robert  Anderson,  also  a  hardware 
merchant,  at  New  Bethlehem.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Jeannette  Corbett  McCullough. 


HARRY  C.  GOLDEN — In  the  course  of  the 
extensive  practice  that  Mr.  Golden  has  built  up  in 
his  general  law  business  in  Kittanning,  he  has 
served  his  profession  in  a  constructive  way, 
representing  as  he  does  its  best  interests,  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  working  in  behalf  of  its  best  standards. 
Well  informed  in  corporation  law  matters,  as  well 
as  those  of  law  in  general,  Mr.  Golden  is  esteemed 
by  his  colleagues  and  by  the  community  for  his 
efficient  share  in  various  legal  processes,  as  well 
as  for  his  loyalty  in  all  civic  activities.  He  is  a 
son  of  Edward  S.  Golden,  of  Kittanning,  this 
State,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Armstrong 
County,  who  died  October  4,  1890,  and  Sarah 
(Gates)  Golden,  of  Armstrong  County. 
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Harry  C.  Golden  was  born  January  9,  1882,  in 
Kittanning,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools 
and  graduated  from  Kittanning  Academy.  Matric¬ 
ulating  at  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
he  graduated  there  in  1903,  with  his  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts;  and  then,  studying  law  in  the 
office  of  his  brother,  H.  L.  Golden,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1905.  Mr.  Golden  commenced  a 
general  practice  in  his  profession  that  year,  which 
has  continued  up  to  the  present  time ;  and  he  is 
legal  representative  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
in  this  section.  He  practices  in  all  the  courts,  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  County  and  State  Bar 
Associations. 

Mr.  Golden  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
Democratic  party;  and  he  is  now  serving  as 
president  of  the  Kittanning  Board  of  Health. 
During  the  World  War  he  was  prominent  in  all 
the  vital  matters  of  the  time,  and  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Legal  Advisory  Board,  and  engaged 
in  Red  Cross  work.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  college  fraternities  Psi  Upsilon,  and  Phi 
Beta  Kappa;  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Kittanning  Country  Club ;  Kiwanis  Club ;  and 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  served  as  treasurer 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Kittanning. 


DANIEL  S.  RICE,  M.  D. — A  general  prac¬ 
titioner  of  Ebensburg,  Dr.  Daniel  S.  Rice  has 
spared  no  effort  in  preparing  himself  for  efficient 
service  in  his  chosen  profession,  and  is  enjoying 
the  reward  of  his  industry  and  enthusiasm,  while 
he  ministers  to  a  large  body  of  patients  in  Ebens¬ 
burg  and  the  countryside.  Born  near  Deckers 
Point,  Green  Township,  Indiana  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  September  17,  1859,  Dr.  Rice  is  the  son 
of  Samuel  and  Eliza  (Beck)  Rice,  and  a  grand¬ 
son  of  Philip  Rice,  who  was  a  pioneer  settler  in 
Indiana  County,  having  moved  there  from  Eastern 
Pennsylvania.  He  settled  the  town  of  Indiana, 
and  lived  on  a  farm  now  comprised  in  the  fair 
grounds,  where  he  also  died.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  a  blacksmith.  Samuel  Rice,  father  of  Dr. 
Rice,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Indiana,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a  black¬ 
smith,  as  was  his  father  before  him.  In  1855  he 
ar.d  his  family  removed  to  Green  Township  and 
located  on  a  farm,  which  is  now  occupied  by  his 
son,  William  Beck  Rice,  which  the  elder  Rice 
bought.  Samuel  Rice  had  to  perform  an  immense 
amount  of  heroic  work  in  clearing  the  land  and 


bringing  it  to  a  state  of  profitable  cultivation.  He 
spent  the  rest  of  his  days  on  his  improved  farm. 
He  married  Eliza  Beck,  born  near  Indiana,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Rowe)  Beck. 
Samuel  and  his  wife  Eliza  both  died  in  April, 
1879,  about  a  week  apart,  of  typhoid  fever.  They 
had  nine  children:  1.  Philip,  deceased.  2.  Mary, 
who  is  the  widow  of  Nelson  O’Neill,  and  now  liv¬ 
ing  neat;  Jacksonville,  Cambria  County.  3.  John, 
who  lives  in  Marion  Center,  Cambria  County.  4. 
William  Beck,  who  resided  in  Green  Township, 
Indiana  County,  until  August,  1925,  when  he 
passed  away.  5.  Dr.  Daniel  S.,  of  this  review. 
6.  Augustus,  who  was  accidentally  killed  when 
he  was  three  years  of  age.  7.  A  daughter  who 
died  in  infancy.  8.  Porter  E.,  who  lives  in  Green 
Township.  9.  Frank,  who  lives  in  Wilkinsburg. 

Dr.  Rice,  as  a  boy  in  Green  Township,  Indiana 
County,  Pennsylvania,  attended  the  local  public 
school  and  afterward  prepared  for  college  at 
Purchase  Academy  and  at  private  schools  con¬ 
ducted  by  Samuel  Wolfe,  of  Indiana  County.  He 
taught  school  in  his  native  county  for  two  terms, 
after  which  period  he  entered  Cincinnati  Medical 
College,  whence  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1884  with  the  degree  of  Medical  Doctor.  He 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Cam¬ 
bria  County,  and  in  1888  took  a  post-graduate 
course  at  the  Polyclinic  and  McClellands  School  of 
Anatomy  in  Philadelphia.  In  1890  he  took  a  post¬ 
graduate  course  in  surgery  at  the  same  school. 
In  1907  and  1919  he  took  post-graduate  courses  in 
surgery.  He  has  since  specialized  principally  in 
surgery,  and  has  become  very  successful  in  his 
practice  in  Ebensburg  and  its  environs.  In  1919 
Dr.  Rice  was  made  a  member  of  the  American 
College  of  Surgeons.  He  has  been  located  in 
Ebensburg  since  1920,  previous  to  which  year  he 
practiced  in  Hastings,  Cambria  County.  He  is 
one  of  the  chiefs  of  staff  at  Spangler  Hospital,  and 
is  esteemed  by  both  his  profession  and  lay  con¬ 
temporaries.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  Pennsylvania  State  Medical 
Society,  and  the  Cambria  Codnty  Medical  Society. 
Dr.  Rice  is  a  member  of  Summit  Lodge,  No. 
312,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Mountain  Chap¬ 
ter,  No.  189,  Royal  Arch  Masters;  Mountain 
Commandery,  No.  10,  Knights  Templar;  also 
is  a  member  of  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Altoona, 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
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Odd  Fellows,  and  Ebensburg  Golf  Club.  His 
religious  connection  is  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Dr.  Rice  married,  in  1891,  Nettie  Corbin,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jesse  Ash  and  Mary  Ann  (Hays)  Corbin. 
The  latter’s  great  grandfather,  Ross  McCabe, 
came  from  Ireland  and  settled  in  Loretto,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Mary  Ann  (Hays)  Corbin  was  baptized 
by  Prince  Gallitzen,  the  pioneer  priest  of  Cambria 
County.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  have  two  children : 
1.  William  K.,  a  student  in  Pennsylvania  State 
College.  2.  Mary,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Vassar 
College,  and  did  post-graduate  work  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Wisconsin  and  the  University  of  Min¬ 
nesota.  She  married  Dr.  J.  R.  Morrow,  of  Al¬ 
toona,  Pennsylvania. 


CHARLES  R.  GALBRATH— In  point  of 
service  the  oldest  insurance  agent  in  Venango 
County,  Charles  R.  Galbrath,  of  Franklin,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  is  also  well  known  throughout  that  sec¬ 
tion  for  his  activity  in  civic  and  political  affairs. 
He  is  a  son  of  David  and  Catherine  L.  (Jacobs) 
Galbrath,  his  father  having  been  a  hotel-keeper, 
who  later  retired.  The  father  was  born  of  Scotch 
parents,  James  and  Rachel  (Moffett)  Galbrath, 
who  came  to  America  and  located  in  Pittsburgh, 
both  being  buried  in  Allegheny  Cemetery. 

Charles  R.  Galbrath  was  born  in  Pittsburgh, 
March  13,  1854.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Franklin  and  Edinboro 
Normal  School  at  Edinboro,  Pennsylvania.  After 
leaving  school,  Mr.  Galbrath  engaged  in  mer¬ 
cantile  business  until  the  Harrison  administra¬ 
tion,  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  dep¬ 
uty  internal  collector  for  the  counties  of  Butler, 
Armstrong,  Clarion,  Forest  and  Venango,  and 
served  in  this  capacity  until  the  close  of  the  Har¬ 
rison  administration.  He  then  entered  the  insur¬ 
ance  business  as  general  agent  for'  the  Provident 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Philadelphia, 
in  connection  with  local  general  insurance.  Mr. 
Galbrath  continued  as  agent  for  twenty-nine 
years,  and  is  at  present  the  agent  who  has  the 
longest  record  of  service  in  the  county.  Mean¬ 
time,  however,  he  has  found  time  for  other  inter¬ 
ests,  many  of  which  have  had  to  do  with  the  public 
welfare. 

A  Republican  in  political  affiliation,  Mr.  Gal¬ 
brath  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  local  party 
councils  and  has  served  as  Congressional  delegate 
and  State  committeeman.  For  a  number  of  years 


he  was  school  director  in  the  Franklin  district. 
He  is  one  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  trus¬ 
tees  for  the  State  Hospital  at  Warren,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  serves  as  such  at  present  under  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  fourth  governor,  having  held  the  post 
under  Governors  Tenner,  Brumbaugh,  Sproul, 
and  Pinchot.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the  Frank¬ 
lin  Cemetery  Company.  In  the  first  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  male 
members,  he  serves  as  deacon,  and  has  been  trus¬ 
tee  and  librarian.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Galbrath  is 
both  a  charter  and  life-member  of  Lodge  No. 
no,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  of 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Galbrath  married,  in  New  Castle,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  October,  1878,  Nannie  M.  Johnson,  of 
New  Castle,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Robert 
M.  and  Delia  (Dunn)  Johnson.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Galbrath  have  one  son,  Charles  Randloph,  Jr.,  a 
biography  of  whom  follows. 


CHARLES  RANDOLPH  GALBRATH,  JR. 

— Prominent  in  business  and  social  circles  in 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  Charles  R.  Galbrath,  Jr., 
who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  general 
insurance  business  in  that  city,  is  one  of  its  best 
liked  citizens.  Mr.  Galbrath  saw  service  over¬ 
seas  in  the  World  War  and  was  twice  cited  for 
bravery.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles  R.  and  Nannie 
M.  (Johnson)  Galbrath  (see  preceding  biography). 

Charles  Randolph  Galbrath,  Jr.,  was  born  in 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  November  4,  1880.  He 
attended  the  local  public  schools,  Kiskiminetas 
Springs  School,  Bucknell  University  and  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania,  and  while  in  the  Univer¬ 
sity  was  a  member  of  the  Phi  Kappa  Psi  frater¬ 
nity.  After  a  period  of  two  or  three  years  in  the 
West,  Mr.  Galbrath  returned  to  Franklin  and 
entered  the  general  insurance  business  in  associa¬ 
tion  with  his  father,  and  has  continued  active  in 
this  field  ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  the 
years  spent  in  service  during  the  World  War. 
During  the  war  he  saw  active  service  overseas 
and  was  twice  cited,  as  follows: 

Citations  For  Gallantry  in  Action 
(G.  O.  11) 

War  Department, 
Washington,  March  12,  1921. 

Charles  Randolph  Galbrath,  Jr.,  first  lieutenant, 
1 1 2th  Infantry,  28th  Division.  For  gallantry  in 
action  near  Fismes,  France,  August  9,  1918, 
while  conducting  a  detachment  of  litter  bearers 
from  Fismette  to  Fismes  under  heavy  enemy  fire. 
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Residence  at  appointment:  1222  Elk  St.,  Frank¬ 
lin,  Pa. 

(G.  O.  15) 

War  Department, 
Washington,  April  5,  1923. 

Charles  R.  Galbrath,  Jr.,  first  lieutenant,  1st 
Battalion,  112th  Infantry,  28th  Division.  For  gal¬ 
lantry  in  action  near  Epiedes,  France,  July  25, 
1918.  Although  suffering  from  the  effects  of  an 
explosion  of  enemy  shell  fire,  he  reorganized  the 
men  of  his  battalion  and  despite  heavy  enemy  fire 
carried  important  messages  to  the  unit  command¬ 
ers  of  the  battalion.  Residence  at  appointment: 
1222  Elk  St.,  Franklin,  Pa. 

Mr.  Galbrath  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  United  States  Army,  March  10,  1919.  He  is 
a  member  of  a  number  of  Franklin  clubs,  among 
them  the  Franklin,  the  Kiwanis,  and  the  Wanango 
Country  Club,  the  Rockmere  Boat  Club,  and  the 
Elks  Club.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  having  been  made  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason  in  1904,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Shrine  at  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico, 
in  1905.  His  religious  connections  are  with  the 
Episcopalian  Church. 

Mr.  Galbrath  married,  in  Augusta,  Georgia,  on 
November  10,  1917,  Myra  Julia  Scott  Splane, 
daughter  of  William  W.  Splane  (see  following 
biography),  and  they  have  two  children:  Charles 
R.  (3),  and  John  William  Galbrath. 


WILLIAM  WILLIAMS  SPLANE  has  long 
been  widely  known  as  a  most  successful  business 
man,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  influential  resi¬ 
dents  of  Oil  City.  Amid  the  severe  task,  weighty 
responsibilities  and  varying  experiences  that  have 
come  to  him  in  business  and  as  a  man  of  public 
affairs,  he  has  shown  himself  a  truly  genuine  man. 
Integrity  of  purpose  and  a  strong  will,  combined 
with  practical  common  sense,  have  marked  his 
business  career,  while  a  winning  personality  has 
made  him  a  host  of  friends. 

Mr.  Splane  represents  the  third  generation  of  a 
family  which  was  founded  in  Pennsylvania  by 
George  Splane,  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  who 
brought  his  family  from  St.  John’s  to  Pittsburgh 
a  century  ago,  where  he  was  a  large  owner  of  real 
estate  and  engaged  in  the  furniture  business.  He 
selected  a  farm  in  Butler  County,  which  he  de¬ 
veloped  until  his  death  some  years  later.  Joshua 
Splane,  his  son,  chose  a  business  career,  con¬ 
ducting  a  furniture  store  in  Pittsburgh  on  the 


site  of  the  present  Kauffman’s  Department  Store, 
where  for  many  years  he  became  known  for 
his  substantial  traits  and  general  capabilities. 
He  married  Margaret  Wall,  a  member  of  one  of 
Pittsburgh’s  best  families,  and  they  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  William  Williams  Splane,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  the  same  city,  where  he  ob¬ 
tained  a  thorough  education  in  the  public  schools. 
Joshua  Splane  lived  the  allotted  number  of  years 
and  more,  dying  at  Bellview,  Pennsylvania,  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1912. 

In  early  years,  William  W.  Splane  became 
a  devotee  to  electrical  appliances,  beginning  his 
career  as  a  messenger  boy  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
during  which  time  he  quickly  learned  the  art  of 
telegraphy.  Showing  remarkable  proficiency  he 
became  telegraph  operator  in  the  early  days  of 
Petrolia,  Millerstown,  and  Bradford,  and,  by  the 
time  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  was  made  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  telegraphic  department  of  the 
National  Transit  interests  in  Bradford.  He  put 
up  the  first  telephone  in  that  city,  which  con¬ 
nected  the  United  Pipe  Line  office  with  Gilmore, 
becoming  later  chief  electrician  and  general  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Telegraph  Department.  In 
August,  1890,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Oil  City 
offices  of  the  National  Transit,  where  he  remained 
until  1904,  when  he  severed  his  connection  with 
the  Standard  Oil  and  entered  the  oil  and  gas 
business  independently,  continuing  to  make  Oil 
City  his  home.  Mr.  Splane  has  ever  shown  him¬ 
self  loyal  and  public-spirited  in  civil  life,  hon¬ 
orable  in  business,  and  alert  and  enthusiastically 
in  sympathy  with  every  measure  tending  to  fur¬ 
ther  the  material  welfare  of  the  entire  community. 
Mr.  Splane  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at 
Bradford,  the  Venango,  Wanango,  and  Oil  City 
Boat  clubs,  of  Oil  City,  and  the  Duquesne  Club, 
of  Pittsburgh.  He  is  also  a  valued  member  of 
and  serves  on  the  following  boards:  Ohio  Fuel 
Supply  Company,  Oklahoma  Natural  Gas  Com¬ 
pany,  Alum  Rock  Gas  Company,  Mahutska  Oil 
Company,  Mahutska  Mining  Company,  Oil  City 
Trust  Company,  Oil  City  Hospital,  and  American 
Red  Cross. 

In  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  Bradford,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  October  12,  1887,  Mr.  Splane  was  mar¬ 
ried  by  the  Rev.  David  B.  Day,  to  Minnie  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Ball,  daughter  of  David  and  Julia  Adelade 
(Scott)  Ball,  members  of  fine  old  American  fam¬ 
ilies,  whose  descendants  have  shed  honor  on  their 
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names  in  the  various  walks  of  life.  On  her  pa¬ 
ternal  line  Mrs.  Splane  is  descended  from  some  of 
the  oldest  pre-Revolutionary  families  of  the  north¬ 
ern  colonies,  the  progenitor  of  the  Ball  family 
(which  is  of  English  origin),  having  arrived  at 
Boston  in  1635,  where  he  located,  and  from  whom 
the  various  American  branches  are  descended. 
Representatives  of  these  branches  took  part  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  as  well  as  the  War  of 
1812,  among  those  of  the  latter  being  Isaac  Ball, 
a  native  of  Vermont,  who  came  into  what  is  now 
Harmony  Township,  Forest  County,  where,  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
lumber.  As  early  as  1823  Isaac  Ball  built  the 
pioneer  sawmill  in  the  Tionesta  Valley,  at  a  place 
known  for  more  than  a  century  as  Balltown,  which 
became  quite  famous  during  the  oil  excitement. 
Later  he  returned  to  the  Allegheny  Valley,  locat¬ 
ing  at  East  Hickory,  where  he  erected  the  first 
grist  mill  in  the  vicinity,  which  he  conducted  in 
addition  to  the  manufacturing  of  lumber,  which 
he  continued  for  many  years.  Before  leaving 
Vermont,  Isaac  Ball  was  married  to  Sarah  Mau- 
ross,  who  accompanied  him  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  they  reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  one  of 
whom  was  David,  who  was  born  in  1824,  and  died 
at  East  Hickory,  in  1883.  For  a  number  of  years 
David  Ball  was  also  interested  in  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  lumber,  but  after  the  discovery  of  oil,  he 
became  a  producer.  In  1864  he  was  married  to 
Julia  Adelade  Scott,  of  Fagundas,  born  January 
14,  1848,  daughter  of  Reuben  C.  Scott,  a  native  of 
Allentown,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
(Weir)  Scott,  a  native  of  Massachusetts.  Reuben 
C.  Scott,  who  was  a  cousin  of  General  Winfield 
Scott,  was  the  son  of  Isaac  Scott,  of  an  ancient 
family  of  Scotland,  represented  by  the  Dukes  of 
Buccleuch  (of  whom  Sir  Walter  Scott  was  a 
member),  and  of  his  wife,  Ann  Barlow  Scott,  a 
member  of  a  Revolutionary  family  and'  a  native  of 
Allentown,  Pennsylvania.  To  David  and  Julia 
Adelade  (Scott)  Ball  were  born  two  children: 
Charles  E.  Ball,  of  Manzando,  Colorado,  and 
Minnie  (Ball)  Splane,  of  Oil  City,  who  was  bom 
at  Layona,  New  York,  May  17,  1868.  Mrs.  Splane 
received  special  educational  advantages  in  many 
ways,  and  after  graduating  at  the  Bradford  High 
School,  she  taught  one  year  before  her  marriage 
as  an  assistant  to  Oriana  Wycliffe.  Upon  her 
removal  to  Oil  City,  Mrs.  Splane  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  all  the  various  social  and  religious  activ¬ 
ities  in  which  Mr.  Splane  had  a  part,  and  to  him 


she  has  ever  proved  a  true  helpmate.  She  has 
always  been  interested  in  the  Christ  Episcopal 
Church;  has  been  treasurer  and  secretary  of  the 
Rector’s  Aid  Association  for  many  years,  and 
with  Miss  Myra  Chickering  conducted  the  work 
of  the  Home  Service  Section  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  during  the  late  War;  is  a  member  of  all 
the  different  societies  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  she  and  all  her  family  have  been  loyal 
members.  In  addition  to  these  activities,  Mrs. 
Splane  is  a  member  of  the  Belles  Lettres  Club, 
Wednesday  Morning  Club,  Wanango  Club,  and 
the  Oil  City  Boat  Club;  is  a  director  of  the  Vis¬ 
iting  Nurse  Association,  and  also  of  the  Almira 
Home,  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  of 
the  Oil  City  Flower  Mission. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Splane  were  bom  the  following 
children:  1.  Helen  Margaret,  born  at  Bradford, 
October  13,  1888,  died  of  influenza,  November 

15,  1918;  married  Charles  Dufur  Berry,  June 

16,  1914,  in  Christ  Episcopal  Church;  children: 
Charles  Dufur,  Jr.,  born  December  29,  1915,  and 
Elizabeth  Abbie,  born  January  29,  1917.  Mrs. 
Berry  was  dearly  loved  by  all  who  knew  her.  2. 
Myra  Julia  Scott,  married  Charles  R.  Galbrath,  Jr., 
of  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  at  the  Church  of  the 
Good  Shepherd,  Augusta,  Georgia,  November  10, 
1917;  children:  Charles  R.  (3), and  John  William 
(see  preceding  biography).  3.  Minnie  Carlotta, 
married  Blinn  Stephen  Page,  of  Detroit,  Michigan, 
June  14,  1910,  in  Christ  Episcopal  Church;  chil¬ 
dren:  William  Splane,  Carlotta  Ann,  and  Louise. 
4.  Alvin  William  Splane,  born  January  29,  1898, 
killed  in  the  United  States  Aviation  Service,  De¬ 
cember  16,  1918.  5.  Howard  Scott,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  9,  1902,  educated  in  Oil  City  schools,  Salis¬ 
bury  School,  Salisbury,  Connecticut,  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  Pitt  University,  from  which  he  grad¬ 
uated  in  1925  in  the  Petroleum  Engineering 
course;  married,  September  5,  1925,  to  Mary  Joe 
Conradt,  at  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Tiffin, 
Ohio;  located  at  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  where  he 
holds  a  position  with  the  Devonian  Oil  Company, 
as  well  as  being  vice-president  and  treasurer  of 
the  Kingwood  Pipe  Line  Company. 

Lieutenant  Alvin  W.  Splane,  the  elder  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  W.  Splane,  was  educated 
in  the  Oil  City  public  schools,  and  later  went  to 
Salisbury  School,  Salisbury,  Connecticut,  where 
he  graduated  in  1917.  During  that  summer  he 
attended  the  Curtis  School  of  Aviation,  from 
which  he  also  graduated.  In  September  of  the 
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same  year,  he  entered  Cornell  University,  and 
while  there  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Avia¬ 
tion  Service,  December  11,  1917,  being  first  sent 
to  Austin,  Texas,  then  to  Camp  Dick,  Dallas, 
Texas.  From  there  he  went  to  Wilbur  Wright 
Field,  Fairfield,  Ohio.  Following  his  training  at 
the  Wilbur  Wright  Field,  Lieutenant  Splane  went 
to  Brooks  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  then  to 
Chanute  Field,  Rantoul,  Illinois,  where  he  received 
his  commission  as  second  lieutenant  and  was  made 
an  instructor  in  aviation,  later  going  to  Payne 
Field,  West  Point,  Mississippi,  where  he  had  been 
the  instructor  for  a  class  of  cadets.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  applied  for  his  release  from  active 
service  with  the  hope  of  being  placed  in  the  re¬ 
serve  force  as  a  patriotic  duty,  when,  on  De¬ 
cember  16,  1918,  at  11.50  o’clock,  as  he  was  flying 
from  Bowen  to  Payne  Field,  in  company  with 
Lieutenant  Synnestnedt,  of  Pittsburgh,  another 
instructor,  and  two  privates,  one  of  the  airplanes 
flying  one  hundred  feet  over  the  other,  got  out  of 
control  and  plunged  into  the  second,  killing  all 
four  men  instantly.  It  had  been  his  desire  to 
return  to  Cornell  University  to  renew  his  studies 
there,  which  was  the  reason  for  his  applying  for 
release  from  active  service.  Lieutenant  Splane 
was  one  of  the  best  as  well  as  one  of  the  youngest 
aviators  in  the  service.  He  was  an  expert  flyer, 
and  during  the  Fourth  Liberty  Loan  campaign 
assisted  greatly  in  the  campaign  in  Chicago, 
which  was  considered  a  great  honor,  and  for 
which  he  received  great  praise.  On  Thanksgiving 
Day,  1918,  at  Payne  Field,  he  participated  in  a 
wonderful  aerial  event  when  his  machine  was  one 
of  many  electrically  lighted  and  forming  the 
letters  to  make  the  word  “Victory”  in  the  sky. 
But  within  a  little  more  than  a  fortnight  he  was 
called  to  make  the  supreme  sacrifice,  amid  aching 
hearts,  but  in  the  front  rank  of  those  whom  men 
delight  to  honor.  The  body,  accompanied  by 
Lieutenant  Frederick  Whitehead,  of  the  Aviation 
Corps,  was  brought  to  Oil  City,  where  every 
honor  that  a  community,  inspired  by  esteem  for  a 
young  man  of  greatest  promise  and  sterling  char¬ 
acter,  and  the  knowledge  that  he  had  died  in  the 
service  of  his  country  could  show,  was  given  in 
his  memory.  The  funeral,  which  was  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  order,  was  held  in  Christ  Episcopal  Church, 
where  Lieutenant  Splane  had  been  baptized  in  his 
infancy,  brought  up  in  the  Sabbath  School,  in¬ 
structed  for  confirmation,  and  received  into  all  the 
rites  of  the  church.  A  most  eloquent  tribute  to 


his  memory  was  voiced  by  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Reilly, 
D.  D.,  the  rector  of  the  church,  and,  if  possible, 
a  still  more  glowing  tribute  was  silently  given  by 
the  largest  group  of  sorrowing  friends  that  ever 
attended  a  like  occasion  in  the  city.  Lieutenant 
Splane  was  a  member  of  the  Cornell  Chapter  of 
the  Theta  Delta  Chi  fraternity.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  a  Sabbath  School  class  composed  of 
nineteen  boys,  all  of  whom  were  in  the  United 
States  service.  Although  time  may  do  much 
toward  healing  the  deep  wound  inflicted  by  the 
death  of  this  noble  young  man,  yet  the  memory  of 
him  will  not  vanish,  and  in  the  generations  yet  to 
come  the  name  of  Lieutenant  Alvin  W.  Splane 
will  be  honored  and  revered. 

In  1922,  during  the  construction  of  the  Lakes- 
to-the-Seas  Highway,  a  crude  headstone  was  un¬ 
earthed  near  Custaloga’s  town,  eleven  miles  from 
Franklin,  where  Chief  Guyasutha  lies  buried, 
which  bore  the  following  inscription,  surmounted 
by  a  cross: 

H.  A.  SMITH 
Born  Nov. 

11,  1711.  Died 
Sept.  1,  1777 

As  this  section  was  Indian  territory  in  1777,  the 
stone  created  great  surprise  as  it  was  viewed  with 
curiosity  by  many,  only  a  few  appreciating  its 
latent  import.  However,  when  Mr.  W.  W.  Splane 
viewed  it,  he  caught  a  vision  of  its  significance 
and  act,  and  realizing  that  it  might  be  made  a 
source  of  inspiration  to  high  endeavor  not  only  to 
those  now  living,  but  during  generations  yet  to 
come,  he  gave  his  vision  form  by  having  the  stone 
reerected  in  a  better  and  more  permanent  form  by 
having  the  ancient  marker  inlaid  flush  with  the 
face  of  a  large  granite  boulder,  underneath  a  life- 
sized  bronze  medallion  of  a  typical  scout  designed 
by  Miss  Margaret  Lay,  of  Oil  City,  and  above  a 
bronze  plate  upon  which,  in  raised  letters,  is  the 
following  inscription: 

Here,  in  the  year  1922,  this  stone  was  uncov¬ 
ered  while  grading  for  the  course  of  the  Lakes- 
to-the-Sea  Highway.  Now,  in  1925,  it  is  reerected 
to  the  memory  of  him  whose  name  it  bears — dar¬ 
ing  hunter,  trader,  trapper,  or  perhaps,  mission¬ 
ary  of  the  Cross — bold  pioneer  conquering  a  wil¬ 
derness  to  found  a  nation.  May  the  spirit  of  the 
pioneers  be  a  sacred  tradition  encouraging  us  to 
greater  efforts. 

The  monument  is  surrounded  by  a  stone  fence 
of  unusual  attractiveness  which  will  doubtless  be 
visited  daily  by  tourists  and  visitors  who  pass  that 
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way,  and  stands  on  a  small  piece  of  land  gratui¬ 
tously  conveyed  to  the  county  of  Venango  by  Q. 
B.  Lupher.  It  was  dedicated  with  appropriate 
ceremonies,  Saturday  afternoon,  June  6,  1925,  the 
unveiling  being  done  by  Elizabeth  Abbie  Berry, 
granddaughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Splane,  and  the 
address  being  given  by  the  Hon.  George  S.  Cris¬ 
well,  Judge  of  Venango  County,  which  included  a 
tribute  to  Mr.  Splane,  a  part  of  which  was: 

During  such  time  (in  the  years  to  come)  it  will 
remain  not  only  as  a  memorial  to  the  dead  pio¬ 
neer,  but  of  the  generosity  and  high  purpose  of 
those  responsible  for  its  reerection.  To  them, 
not  only  the  people  of  this  locality,  but  those  of 
this  section  of  the  State,  owe  an  enduring  debt 
of  gratitude. 

JOHN  B.  SMITHMAN  — The  account  here 
given  of  a  few  of  the  many  activities  of  John  B. 
Smithman,  of  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania,  enters  largely 
into  the  history  of  that  town,  and  into  the  history 
of  the  petroleum  business  in  its  early  stirring 
stages,  which  makes  it  of  special  interest  to  the 
historian  of  petroleum,  a  mineral  crudely  utilized 
in  Asia  and  elsewhere  for  countless  ages,  the 
great  economic  importance  of  which  was  first  dis¬ 
covered  by  Professor  Benjamin  Silliman,  of  Yale 
College  in  1855,  when  he  made  a  fractional  distil¬ 
lation  of  oil  collected  from  a  dug  pit  upon  the 
lands  of  George  H.  Bissell  near  Titusville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  which  had  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Bis¬ 
sell  in  1854  for  its  oil  prospects.  This  test  hav¬ 
ing  shown  that  the  several  products  of  oil  were 
of  immense  commercial  value  caused  Mr.  Bissell 
to  take  the  next  step  in  its  development,  when,  in 
the  summer  of  1856,  finding  that  for  many  years 
salt  wells  had  been  drilled  four  hundred  feet 
deep  with  substantial  drilling  tools  by  trained 
drillers  at  Tarentum,  Pennsylvania,  where  quan¬ 
tities  of  the  same  oil  were  present  in  the  same 
rock  that  contained  the  salt  water,  ,he  decided  to 
drill  for  oil  in  the  same  manner  on  his  Titusville 
land.  After  many  blunders  and  delays  on  the 
part  of  E.  L.  Drake,  agent  in  charge,  the  first 
well  there  was,  on  August  27,  1859,  punched  by 
Billy  Smith  and  his  two  sons,  salt  well  drillers 
from  Tarentum,  to  the  depth  of  sixty-nine  feet, 
where  a  porous  rock  was  struck  that  produced 
thirty  barrels  of  oil  per  day  and  gave  further 
striking  impetus  to  the  business  that  in  sixty 
years  has  grown  to  a  stupendous  magnitude  and 
changed  the  economic  life  of  every  nation  on  the 
globe. 


John  B.  Smithman  was  born  December  31,  1844, 
at  Shippensville,  Pennsylvania,  then  a  town  of 
some  importance  and  surrounded  by  iron  ore 
smelting  furnaces,  notably  Fetzer’s  Furnace, 
Mary  Ann  Furnace,  and  Black’s  Furnace.  His 
father,  Henry  Smithman,  was  born  in  Hanover,  in 
1816,  and  in  1826,  in  accordance  with  the  death 
bed  advice  of  his  father,  embarked  with  friends 
for  America.  From  A.  D.  1714  to  1837  the 
Kings  of  the  House  of  Brunswick,  Hanover, 
were  concurrently  the  Kings  of  both  England  and 
Hanover;  therefore  Wilhelm  Smithman,  grand¬ 
father  of  the  subject  of  the  foregoing  sketch,  be¬ 
ing  in  the  military  service  of  Hanover,  was  with 
the  Hanoverian  troops  in  the  army  of  the  Duke 
of  Wellington,  who  with  Field  Marshal  Blucher 
commanding  the  Prussian  Army,  fought  and  routed 
the  army  of  Napoleon  in  the  battle  of  Waterloo, 
Belgium,  June  18,  1815.  Wilhelm  Smithman  was 
among  the  wounded,  and  being  crippled  drew  a 
pension  until  his  death  in  1826.  His  mother, 
Agnes  (Wagner)  Smithman,  with  her  father,  John 
Bernhardt  Wagner,  removed  from  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  to  Foxburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  1830, 
where  Mr.  Wagner  had  charge  of  the  Fox  Estate. 
In  1835  they  removed  to  Shippensville,  aforesaid. 

In  1851,  the  parents  of  John  B.  Smithman  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  near  Knox,  Pennsylvania,  where 
three  months  in  each  winter  he  attended  a  coun¬ 
try  district  school  in  which,  up  to  1854,  both  Ger¬ 
man  and  English  were  taught,  he  being  a  student 
of  both.  Not  being  physically  robust,  he,  in  i860, 
was  sent  to  a  high  school  in  Shippensville,  where 
Professor  Haight  personally  conducted  a  school 
of  some  fifty  students  in  advanced  studies.  Dur¬ 
ing  that  term  the  professor  was  called  away  on 
urgent  business  for  one  week,  and,  on  account  of 
Mr.  Smithman’s  perfect  record  in  all  the  studies, 
the  professor  selected  him  to  conduct  the  school 
during  his  absence,  during  which  time  he  en¬ 
deared  himself  to  the  parents  of  some  half  a  dozen 
backward  students  by  thoroughly  grounding  them 
in  the  principles  of  Algebra,  Latin,  and  English 
Grammar.  In  1862  he  again  attended  the  Ship¬ 
pensville  High  School;  in  1863  he  taught  school 
in  the  Red  School  House,  Cranberry  Township, 
now  South  Oil  City;  and  early  in  1864  made  his 
home  in  Oil  City. 

At  this  time  the  theory  prevailed  that  oil  ex¬ 
isted  in  vertical  crevices,  beneath  ravines,  coves 
and  streams,  large  or  small,  and  particularly 
where  two  or  more  of  these  came  together.  Mr. 
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Smithman  engaged  in  the  business  of  looking  up 
leases  and  lands  having  thereon  these  conditions, 
and  getting  written  options  of  purchase  thereon; 
in  making  maps  thereof,  and  turning  them  over  to 
promoters  from  eastern  cities,  who  would  use 
them  to  make  attractive  prospectus  for  organiz¬ 
ing  oil  companies  with  high  sounding  names,  such 
as  “Oil  Basin  Petroleum  Company,”  “Pouring 
Rock  Oil  Company,”  with  large  capitalizations, 
and  sell  stock  therein  at  fabulous  prices.  Large 
sums  of  money  were  made  and  lost  in  these  nu¬ 
merous  “bubble”  oil  companies.  In  1865  the 
crevice  theory  gave  way  to  the  more  correct  theory 
that  oil  exists  in  horizontal  granulated  sedimen¬ 
tary  formations  in  belts  and  pools,  which  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  adjoining  districts,  run  northeast  and 
southwest,  parallel  with  the  western  folds  of  the 
Allegheny  Mountains. 

In  1865  his  parents  and  family  removed  from 
Knox,  to  Piqua,  Ohio,  where  the  parents  and 
four  children  are  buried. 

In  1867  Mr.  Smithman  entered  the  oil  produc¬ 
ing  business  and  operated  in  the  numerous  fields 
discovered  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
and  West  Virginia,  and  has  drilled  more  than  a 
thousand  wells,  some  of  which  were  good  and 
others  bad,  and  this  experience  engendered  in  him 
the  habit  of  financial  daring  which  often  resulted 
in  serious  loss.  At  present  (1926),  he  is  operating 
for  oil  and  gas  in  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  has  interests  in  companies  operating  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  fields.  He  also  took  active 
part  in  the  speculative  oil  trade  which  began  in 
1873,  when  the  production  of  crude  oil  com¬ 
menced  to  largely  exceed  the  consumption  thereof. 
The  Pipe  Line  companies,  that  were  engaged  in 
transporting  and  storing  oil,  built  large  iron 
tanks  in  which  to  store  it,  and  in  order  to  induce 
dealers  and  speculators  to  help  carry  the  immense 
surplus  of  it,  issued  negotiable  certificates  for  one 
thousand  barrels  to  owners  of  oil  being  stored  in 
their  pipe  line  system,  which  certificates  could  be 
purchased  and  resold  to  anybody — the  believer  in 
higher  prices  for  oil  being  the  purchaser  and  the 
person  holding  the  opposite  opinion,  the  seller. 
The  number  of  dealers  and  speculators  in  these 
oil  certificates  was  very  large  and  they  organized 
so  called  oil  exchanges  in  the  various  cities  of  the 
oil  regions  and  the  cities  of  the  East.  These  oil 
exchanges  were  all  affiliated  and  connected  by 
wire,  and  had  a  uniform  system  of  regulations, 
Mr.  Smithman  being  chairman  of  the  committee 


that  drew  up  these  rules.  The  surplus  oil  stocks 
in  the  National  Transit  Pipe  Line  Company,  a 
Standard  Oil  Company  concern,  gradually  in¬ 
creased,  and  in  1877  there  were  37,000,000  bar¬ 
rels;  the  dealing  in  its  oil  certificates  in  the  Oil 
City  Oil  Exchange,  the  leading  oil  exchange,  fre¬ 
quently  amounting  to  over  thirty  million  barrels 
a  day.  Many  brokers  made  hundreds  of  pur¬ 
chases  and  sales  in  a  day,  so  that  the  delivery  of 
all  oil  certificates  and  the  bank  checks  therefor, 
at  the  close  of  the  delivery  hour  caused  great 
confusion  and  sometimes  serious  loss,  because  it 
was  necessary  that  each  broker  receive  the  oil 
he  purchased  so  that  he  could  deliver  the  oil  he 
sold.  Many  committees  tried  to  devise  ways  to 
remedy  the  evil  but  all  failed.  Then  Mr.  Smith- 
man,  although  not  a  broker,  or  a  dealer,  nor  a 
member  of  these  committees,  got  up  a  plan,  by 
which  all  these  receipts  and  deliveries  were  made 
daily  with  ease.  He  described  and  demonstrated 
his  plan  at  a  meeting  of  the  Oil  Exchange  held 
April  8,  1882,  and  again  on  October  10,  1882,  as 
is  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  that  meeting,  which 
adopted  the  plan.  It  provides  that  each  trader 
each  day  makes  out  on  one  side  of  a  sheet  of 
paper  in  columns  between  vertical  lines,  a  list  of 
his  purchases,  the  names  of  the  sellers,  the 
amount  of  the  oil,  the  price  therefor,  and  the 
cash  amount  of  each;  and  at  the  bottom,  the 
footing  of  the  oil  column,  and  the  cash  column, 
and  on  the  other  side  of  the  page,  in  like  manner, 
the  list  of  his  sales;  and  strike  a  balance  between 
the  footings;  this  will  show  whether  he  owes  oil 
or  money  or  both,  or  whether  there  is  due  him  oil 
or  money  or  both.  This  sheet,  with  oil  certifi¬ 
cates  attached,  if  he  owes  a  balance  of  oil;  or  a 
check  for  money,  if  oil  is  due  him,  is  delivered  to 
a  clearing  house  manager.  If  oil  or  money  is 
due  him,  he  will  receive  it  after  the  manager  ex¬ 
amines  all  the  sheets.  In  other  words,  each 
dealer  settled  only  the  balances  shown  on  his 
sheet,  the  manager  finding  that  each  day’s  clear¬ 
ings  balance,  both  oil  and  money. 

The  plan  proved  so  simple  and  efficient  that  all 
the  oil  exchanges  adopted  it.  Later,  all  the  stock 
exchanges  and  all  the  bourses  throughout  the 
world  adopted  it,  substituting  only  shares  of  stock 
for  barrels  of  oil.  Since  the  successful  opera¬ 
tion  of  this  plan  many  persons  have  bobbed  up 
in  many  places  claiming  to  have  invented  it,  but 
the  records  of  the  minutes  of  the  Oil  City  Oil 
Exchange  disprove  all  such  claims. 
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In  1883  the  oil  exchanges  selected  Mr.  Smith- 
man  to  make  a  gauge  of  the  amount  of  oil  that 
the  National  Transit  Pipe  Line  Company  held, 
and  to  find  the  amount  of  its  outstanding  certifi¬ 
cates,  and  credit  balances.  The  gauge  was  suc¬ 
cessfully  made  on  September  1,  1883,  over  a  wide 
area  of  territory,  when  36,000,000  barrels  of  oil 
were  gauged  which  showed  a  surplus  of  half  a 
million  barrels  which  restored  confidence  and  in¬ 
creased  the  trading  in  the  oil  exchanges. 

The  extensive  dealings  in  oil  certificates  in  the 
exchanges  made  the  market  price  for  oil  and  its 
products  everywhere.  This  eventually  did  not 
suit  the  purposes  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company 
interests,  as  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  buy 
these  certificates  at  the  market  price  so  made,  to 
supply  their  oil  refineries  and  their  foreign  trade. 
So,  in  1893,  they  stopped  buying  these  certificates, 
except  at  a  prohibitory  discount,  the  issues  of 
their  own  Pipe  Line  Company,  and  bought  only 
at  prices  made  by  themselves,  direct  from  pro¬ 
ducers  of  oil,  the  amounts  of  oil  owned  by  the 
producers  as  shown  by  the  Pipe  Line  Company 
books  called  “credit  balances.”  This  stopped  any 
more  oil  going  into  oil  certificates,  and  soon 
stopped  trading  therein,  which  at  one  fatal  blow 
killed  the  oil  exchanges. 

In  1885  Mr.  Smithman  was  a  pioneer  in  the 
Speechley  gas  field,  ten  miles  southeast  of  Oil 
City,  securing  lands,  and  leases  on  a  large  area 
of  gas  territory.  He  made  an  agreement  with  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  to  supply  its  oil  refinery 
above  Oil  City  with  gas  for  fuel,  at  three-fourths 
of  the  cost  of  coal  used  thereat.  And,  for  the 
purpose  of  guaranteeing  his  ability  to  fulfill  his 
agreement,  he  turned  over  to  them  one  thousand 
acres  of  his  leases.  The  company  ignored  its 
agreement  and  used  the  leases  to  freeze  out  the 
Oil  City  Fuel  Supply  Company,  a  small  gas  com¬ 
pany  that  was  supplying  gas  for  domestic  pur¬ 
poses  in  Oil  City.  They  drilled  gas  wells  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  Mr.  Smithman’s  leases  and  entered 
upon  the  business  of  supplying  gas  to  Oil  City, 
Titusville,  Meadville,  and  to  other  towns  and 
cities,  it  being  their  first  entry  into  the  gas  busi¬ 
ness.  In  retaliation  for  this  treatment,  Mr. 
Smithman  organized  the  Manufacturers’  Gas 
Company  and  secretly  secured  contracts  from 
three-fourths  of  the  population  of  Oil  City  and 
vicinity  to  supply  it  with  gas  at  one-half  the 
prices  charged  by  the  Standard  gas  company,  and 
he  put  into  Oil  City  and  vicinity  a  complete,  well- 


constructed,  superior,  gas  plant  upon  all  its 
streets.  He  also  helped  to  organize  the  Colum¬ 
bia  Gas  Company,  and  sold  to  it  nine  hundred 
acres  of  prime  gas  territory  with  a  large  gas  well 
thereon.  This  company  laid  gas  lines  to  Mead¬ 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  Youngstown,  Ohio,  and  in¬ 
termediate  towns,  thereby  also  coming  into  com¬ 
petition  with  the  Standard’s  company.  After  three 
years’  war  of  cheap  gas,  during  which  gas  sold  as 
low  as  one  cent  per  thousand  cubic  feet,  the  three 
gas  companies  above  named  were  merged  into  the 
United  Natural  Gas  Company,  which  is  doing 
an  extensive  business. 

In  1886  Mr.  Smithman  became  the  owner  of  an 
oil  pipe  line,  a  relic  of  the  Keystone  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  which  had  been  thrown  into  the  hands  of  a 
pliant  receiver  by  the  notorious  Charles  E.  Tay¬ 
lor,  judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court  of  Ven¬ 
ango  County,  and  ruined  without  a  hearing.  This 
judge  resigned  shortly  thereafter  when  impeach¬ 
ment  proceedings  were  instituted  against  him.  The 
oil  pipe  line  extended  from  Cogley  oil  field  in 
Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  Mr.  Smith- 
man  owned  over  a  hundred  oil  wells,  to  the  inde¬ 
pendent  refineries  on  Oil  Creek  above  Oil  City. 
In  1888  Standard  Oil  Company  interests  brought 
suit  against  Mr.  Smithman  for  $81,000,  accrued 
penalties  for  alleged  violation  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Pipe  Line  Act,  which  requires  all  pipe  line  com¬ 
panies  to  publish  monthly  statements  showing 
how  much  oil  they  have  on  hand  and  how  much 
oil  they  owe  to  others.  He  claimed  that  the  oil 
transported  by  him  through  his  pipe  line  was  oil 
that  he  purchased  from  oil  producers  and,  being 
his  own  oil,  it  therefore  did  not  come  under  the 
Pipe  Line  Act.  After  a  strenuous  legal  contest, 
lasting  a  week  in  the  Butler  County  Court,  to 
which  the  case  had  been  removed,  the  court  sus¬ 
tained  Mr.  Smithman’s  views,  and  the  State 
Supreme  Court  sustained  the  lower  court. 

In  1886  two  years  before  the  General  Electric 
Company  brought  out  Mr.  Sprague’s  first  elec¬ 
tric  street  car  motor,  Mr.  Smithman  conceived 
the  idea  that  street  cars  could  be  successfully 
operated  by  electric  motors,  and  in  that  year 
organized  a  company  to  run  such  cars  in  Oil 
City,  and  applied  for  a  city  ordinance  to  run  them. 
This  ordinance  was  finally  passed  in  July,  1887, 
but  in  a  worthless  form.  Meanwhile  the  then  ex¬ 
isting  act  for  chartering  street  car  companies  was, 
by  the  courts,  decided  to  apply  only  to  cities  of 
the  first  and  second  classes;  so  in  May,  1889,  an 
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act  was  passed  to  provide  for  street  car  charters 
for  cities  of  the  third  class  to  which  Oil  City 
belonged.  Mr.  Smithman  then  in  June,  1889,  ob¬ 
tained  a  new  charter  from  the  State,  and  applied 
to  the  owners  of  the  upper  toll  bridge,  com¬ 
monly  called  the  Hasson  and  Beers  Bridge,  con¬ 
necting  Seneca  Street  and  State  Street,  for  terms 
for  crossing  their  bridge.  The  terms  were  that 
he  strengthen  the  bridge  to  carry  his  electric  cars 
and  pay  two  and  one-half  cents  toll  for  each  per¬ 
son  carried  over  it.  These  being  prohibitive 
terms  he  decided  to  build  a  highway  bridge  of 
his  own,  but  discovered  that  William  Hasson,  an 
owner  in  the  upper  toll  bridge,  while  he  was  a 
member  of  the  lower  house,  in  1876,  had  secured 
the  passage  of  an  act  prohibiting  the  building  of 
any  highway  bridge  within  three  thousand  feet  of 
any  existing  toll  bridge.  Mr.  Smithman  then,  in  the 
closing  days  of  the  Legislature  of  1891,  secured  the 
passage  of  an  act  by  unanimous  votes  of  both  houses, 
empowering  street  railway  companies  to  build 
bridges  of  their  own,  to  carry  their  cars  over  the 
streams  of  the  State  after  securing  consent  thereto 
of  the  local  and  national  authorities.  He  won¬ 
dered  why  no  one  representing  the  Hasson-Beers 
Bridge  was  there  to  oppose  the  legislation,  but 
ceased  to  wonder  when  Robert  E.  Pattison,  Dem¬ 
ocratic  governor,  vetoed  the  bill  after  the  close 
of  the  legislative  session,  on  the  ground  that  street 
railways  should  use  highway  bridges  already 
erected. 

Mr.  Smithman  then  investigated  all  legislation 
and  court  decisions  upon  the  subject  of  highway 
bridges,  and  by  combining  the  effect  of  three  sep¬ 
arate  decisions  of  the  State  Supreme  Court,  ren¬ 
dered  at  different  times,  concluded  that  the  Has¬ 
son  three  thousand  feet  limit  was  void,  and  ap¬ 
plied  for  a  State  Charter  to  build  a  highway 
bridge  over  the  Allegheny  River  to  connect  Main 
Street  and  Central  Avenue  about  five  hundred 
feet  below  the  Hasson-Beers  Bridge  and  the  same 
distance  above  the  Suspension  Bridge. 

Governor  Pattison  and  his  Secretary  of  State 
showed  surprise  when  Mr.  Smithman  in  pursuance 
of  public  notice  presented  his  application  for  a 
charter  for  the  Relief  Bridge  Company,  with 
Supreme  Court  references.  The  Secretary  of 
State  granted  sixty  days’  time  to  the  attorneys  of 
the  Hasson-Beers  Bridge  and  the  attorneys  of  the 
Erie  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad  companies  for  a 
hearing  of  pleas  against  granting  the  charter.  In. 
April,  1892,  a  short  time  after  this  hearing,  Sec¬ 


retary  of  State  W.  H.  Harrity,  a  good  lawyer, 
granted  the  charter. 

On  June  5,  1892,  occurred  a  great  flood  in  Oil 
Creek  which  runs  through  the  center  of  Oil  City. 
The  flood  undermined  a  15,000  barrel  iron  tank 
filled  with  naphtha,  which  stood  on  the  west  bank 
of  Oil  Creek  two  miles  above  Oil  City.  The  naph¬ 
tha,  mixed  with  slush  oil,  floated  on  top  of  the 
water  which  covered  upper  Seneca  Street  and  sur¬ 
rounding  flats  to  a  height  of  eight  feet,  and  boats 
were  engaged  in  taking  people  out  of  their  houses 
through  the  second-story  windows.  Mr.  Smith- 
man  started  walking  up  the  railroad  track  to  view 
the  flood,  and  when  opposite  the  railroad  round 
house,  saw  a  flash  of  fire  at  an  oil  well  west  of 
Standard  Street,  which  spread  with  explosive 
speed  in  all  directions,  accompanied  by  a  terrific 
roaring  sound  and  trembling  of  the  earth,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  masses  of  flame  and  smoke  rolling  sky 
high,  eastward,  toward  him,  and  down  Oil  Creek 
into  the  Allegheny  River.  The  flood,  which  was 
caused  by  a  cloud  burst  below  Corry,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  reached  Titusville  early  June  5,  1892,  and 
there  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  property  and 
also  sixty-two  lives.  The  flood  reached  Oil  City 
at  9.00  A.  M.,  the  flash  that  caused  the  fire  oc¬ 
curring  at  11 :40  A.  M.,  spreading  and  enveloping 
boats  that  were  filled  with  people  who  were  fleeing 
from  their  inundated  homes,  and  burning  more  than 
seventy  buildings  as  well  as  a  large  amount  of 
other  properties,  including  street  railway  timber 
and  ties;  fifty-eight  lives  being  blotted  out,  and 
many  others  maimed. 

The  migration  to  the  immense  new  oil  fields 
of  Butler,  Allegheny  and  Washington  counties  and 
West  Virginia,  was  now  increased  to  thousands ; 
hundreds  more  were  walking  the  streets  of  Oil 
City,  idle;  and  the  price  of  oil,  the  main  stay  of  the 
population,  had  been  below  sixty  cents  per  barrel 
for  two  years.  Great  apprehension  existed  as  to 
the  future  of  Oil  City,  at  best  but  an  oil  town, 
where  people  came  to  make  a  fortune  quickly  and 
then  leave  their  rented  home  for  pastures  new. 

Mr.  Smithman  now  called  on  capitalists  who 
might  be  induced  to  take  stock  in  his  street  railway 
enterprise,  but  no  one  would  invest,  and  they  ad¬ 
vised  him  to  abandon  it.  But  he  concluded  that 
the  building  of  a  highway  bridge  across  the  river 
to  be  free  from  tolls,  the  building  of  a  new  county 
steel  bridge  over  Oil  Creek  at  Center  Street  to  re¬ 
place  the  condemned  old  county  bridge  disabled  by 
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the  recent  fire,  of  which  new  bridge  he  was  un¬ 
justly  assessed  with  three-eighths  of  its  cost;  the 
elevating  and  paving  of  Main  Street  at  his  expense, 
the  operation  of  the  Electric  Light  and  Power 
Company,  in  which  he  had  $40,000;  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  street  railway  and  the  running  of  electric 
cars;  the  erection  of  the  necessary  buildings  con¬ 
nected  therewith;  and  the  consequent  employment 
of  idle  laborers,  might  engender  confidence  in  the 
future  of  the  city;  stop  the  migration  therefrom; 
encourage  people  to  buy  or  build  homes  and  locate 
in  the  city  permanently;  and,  ignoring  the  con¬ 
tinued  and  vicious  personal  attacks  upon  him  and 
his  enterprises,  that  were  published  daily  by  the 
Oil  City  “Press,”  Standard  Oil  newspapers,  which 
seriously  delayed  and  highly  increased  the  cost  of 
his  work,  he  went  ahead  with  his  enterprises,  he 
himself  furnishing  all  of  the  money  therefor. 

By  June  1,  1893,  he  had  borrowed  over  $200,000, 
some  of  it  from  Oil  City  Banks'  in  call  loans.  At 
this  time  the  United  States  Treasury,  as  required 
by  acts  of  Congress,  passed  at  the  behest  of  the 
silver  producing  Mates,  had  purchased  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  silver  metal  and  had  issued  silver  cer¬ 
tificates  therefor  at  the  sixteen  silver  to  one  gold 
coinage  rate,  amounting  now  to  $650,000,000. 
This  large  amount  of  silver  certificates  had  gone 
into  the  United  States  monetary  circulation,  while 
the  commercial  value  of  silver  had  gone  from  $1.29 
par  to  sixty  cents,  and  was  still  falling.  President 
Cleveland  was  making  heroic  efforts  to  maintain 
the  gold  standard  value  for  all  descriptions  of 
United  States  money,  and  for  this  purpose  he  sold 
$150,000,000  United  States  bonds  in  three  separate 
lots  to  Europe  for  gold ;  but  Wall  Street  specu¬ 
lators  bought  these  bonds  and  to  get  the  gold  to 
pay  for  them,  presented  silver  certificates  to  the 
United  States  Treasury  and  demanded  gold  in  pay¬ 
ment.  At  this  juncture  Secretary  of  Jhe  Treasury 
John  G.  Carlisle,  for  the  purpose  of  feeling  the 
public  pulse,  got  himself  interviewed,  and  made 
the  historic  suggestion  “That  conditions  might 
arise  under  which  the  United  States  would  re¬ 
deem  its  silver  certificates  in  silver  coin,  instead 
of  gold.”  A  tremendous  financial  panic  was  the 
immediate  result.  Mr.  Smithman  saw  the  pub¬ 
lished  interview,  and  feeling  that  a  panic  in  his 
pocketbook  was  coming,  sold  all  his  saleable  se¬ 
curities  around  three-fourths  of  their  value.  In 
a  short  time  all  of  the  banks  in  the  large  cities 
settled  their  monetary  affairs  in  Clearing  House 


certificates  and  stopped  remitting  currency  to  in¬ 
terior  banks.  The  Oil  City  banks  stopped  paying 
out  currency  in  payment  of  depositor’s  checks ; 
the  depositors  therefore  became  afraid  of  the 
banks.  Three  banks  in  Oil  City  called  the  loans 
they  had  made  to  Mr.  Smithman,  aggregating 
over  $40,000,  and  demanded  payment  in  currency. 
So  he  went  to  the  uneasy  depositors  of  each  bank 
that  had  called  on  him  to  pay  his  loan,  and  gave 
the  uneasy  depositors  his  personal  note,  payable  in 
one  year,  receiving  in  exchange  therefor  the  check 
of  the  uneasy  depositor.  He  took  these  checks  to 
the  banks  on  which  they  were  drawn  and  tendered 
them  in  payment  of  his  loan  at  the  said  banks.  The 
banks  refused  to  take  these  checks  in  payment  of 
his  loans,  but  were  forced  to  accept  them,  rather 
than  go  to  court.  President  Cleveland,  on  June  30, 
1893,  called  a  special  session  of  Congress  to  con¬ 
vene  August  7,  1893,  to  repeal  the  Act  of  July  14, 
1890,  which  required  the  Government  to  purchase 
4,000,000  ounces  of  silver  per  month  and  issue  sil¬ 
ver  certificates  therefor.  The  act  was  repealed  in 
November,  after  which  the  panic  moderated. 

Mr.  Smithman  continued  to  work  throughout 
the  panic,  employing  a  large  number  of  men  with¬ 
out  lowering  wages.  He  finished  the  bridge ;  laid 
three  miles  of  track;  purchased  six  electric  cars, 
and  began  running  cars  on  November  30,  1893, 
permitting  the  public  to  travel  over  his  bridge  free 
from  tolls  for  six  months,  and  then,  to  avoid 
threatened  forfeiture  of  the  bridge  charter,  col¬ 
lected  a  low  nominal  toll  until  September  I,  1900, 
when  he  sold  the  bridge  to  Venango  County  for 
$37,000,  one-third  of  its  cost,  to  be  made  a  free 
bridge ;  the  first  free  river  bridge  in  Oil  City,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  the  other  two  toll  bridges  were 
soon  thereafter  sold  to  the  county  at  a  low  valu¬ 
ation  and  made  free. 

In  1894  Mr.  Smithman  extended  his  railway 
up  Seneca  Street,  to  the  West  End  Borough;  to 
the  East  End,  and  up  Cottage  Hill  to  Carroll  Ave¬ 
nue,  near  th©  Oil  City  Hospital.  Before  the  end 
of  1895  the  value  of  real  estate  in  Oil  City, 
especially  on  the  south  side,  had  more  than  doubled 
over  what  it  was  three  years  before,  and  Mr. 
Smithman  was  duly  berated  by  the  newspapers  of 
Oil  City  “for  not  having  done  more.” 

In  1896,  in  line  with  these  newspaper  attacks, 
old,  forgotten  blue  laws  were  resurrected  and 
Mr.  Smithman’s  motormen  and  conductors  were 
arrested,  and  each  fined  four  dollars  and  costs, 
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each  Sunday,  for  running  street  cars  on  Sundays 
on  the  streets  of  Oil  City.  The  fines  were  paid, 
but  the  cars  were  kept  running. 

In  1884  Mr.  Smithman  became  the  owner  of 
valuable  mineral  springs  at  the  confluence  of  Van 
Buren  and  Three  Lick  runs,  half  way  between  Oil 
City  and  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1894  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  clear  the  dense  underbrush  from  the 
graceful  slopes  of  these  streams,  in  order  to  make 
a  public  park.  How  well  he  succeeded  can  only  be 
told  by  a  personal  visit  to  Smithman  Park,  which 
was  its  name  for  a  long  time.  In  1896  he  ex¬ 
tended  his  street  railway  to  it  and  erected  build¬ 
ings,  notably  a  Casino,  which  has  a  perfect  danc¬ 
ing  floor  and  a  stage  for  theatricals.  He  thor¬ 
oughly  sewered  the  park;  and  fresh  water  is  on 
tap  continually  in  the  buildings,  all  of  which  are 
provided  with  all  modern  conveniences.  Many 
large  reunions,  picnics  and  other  assemblies  are 
held  there ;  and  the  place  is  a  public  asset  to  the 
surrounding  country.  In  1899  he  was  extending 
his  railway  from  the  Park  to  Franklin.  But  in 
1899  the  Citizens’  Traction  Company,  a  rival 
street  railway  company,  headed  by  Standard  Oil 
men  and  the  Oil  City  newspapers,  secured  an  or¬ 
dinance  from  the  Oil  City  Council  to  construct  a 
street  railway  in  Oil  City  with  the  right  to  run 
upon  Mr.  Smithman’s  tracks  through  the  center 
of  the  city.  He  offered  to  sell  his  street  rail¬ 
way  and  park  at  cost,  plus  six  per  cent  interest, 
but  the  new  company  refusing  the  offer,  at  a 
great  cost  built  a  railway  from  Franklin  by  way 
of  Rocky  Grove  to  Two  Mile  Run  and  along  the 
high  bluff  along  the  Allegheny  River,  through 
Reno,  thence  over  a  long  cantilever  bridge  across 
the  river  to  West  End  Borough,  and  was  aiming 
for  West  Third  Street,  Oil  City.  Mr.  Smithman 
contested  the  right  of  the  new  company  to  use 
his  tracks,  and  while  this  question  was  pending 
in  the  Venango  County  courts  the  new  company 
ended  the  three  years’  bitter  fight  on  January  14, 
1901,  by  purchasing  his  railways  and  park  at  their 
cost  up  to  date,  plus  six  per  cent  interest,  and 
$10,000  additional  for  the  surface  of  sixty  acres, 
including  the  springs.  The  new  company  finished 
the  railway  from  the  Park  to  Franklin,  and  soon 
thereafter  abandoned  its  costly  railway  between 
Reno  and  Franklin. 

In  March,  1901,  a  short  time  after  the  immense 
gusher  oil  pool  near  Beaumont,  Texas,  was  opened 
up,  Mr.  Smithman  was  invited  to  go  to  Houston, 


Texas,  to  help  organize  the  King  Oil  Company, 
a  $3,000,000  corporation.  He  having  been  presi¬ 
dent  of  many  corporations  in  Pennsylvania,  first 
examined  the  charter  of  the  corporation,  which 
was  like  other  charters  then  being  granted  in 
Texas.  He  convinced  the  two  lawyers  on  the 
board  of  directors  and  the  Attorney  General  of 
Texas  that  such  charters  were  invalid,  because 
they  express  the  purpose  of  the  corporation  to  be 
“the  leasing,  buying  and  selling  of  oil  lands,  drill¬ 
ing  oil  wells,  buying  and  selling  oil,  laying  pipe 
lines  for  the  transportation  of  oil,  and  condemning 
land  for  a  right  of  way  therefor.’’  He  claimed 
that  the  last  is  a  public  service  business,  distinct 
from  the  former,  and  not  germane  therewith,  as 
required  by  Texas  law.  No  more  such  charters 
were  granted.  Some  of  the  stockholders  were 
Pennsylvania  oil  men,  and  familiar  with  the  theory 
that  in  their  State  oil  pools,  belts  and  anticlines 
run  northeast  and  southwest,  parallel  with  the 
Allegheny  Mountains,  and,  therefore,  in  consul¬ 
tation  with  the  Texas  State  geologist  they  had 
taken  the  oil  leases  for  the  King  Oil  Company 
on  a  southwest  line  from  the  Beaumont  oil  pool 
and  had  leased  the  King  Cattle  ranch  of  one  and 
a  half  million  acres  in  Nueces  County  and  the 
Bennett  cattle  ranch  in  Jackson  County.  Mr. 
Smithman  pointed  out  to  the  board  and  to  the 
Texas  State  geologist  that  Texas  is  not  within 
the  domain  of  the  Appalachian  Mountain  range 
as  is  Western  Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia,  East¬ 
ern  Kentucky  and  Tennessee;  and  that  pools, 
domes,  and  anticlines  in  Texas  are  dominated  by 
the  Rocky  Mountain  system  and  would  run  north¬ 
west.  (This  theory,  given  in  March,  1901,  has 
since  been  verified  to  a  surprising  extent.)  At  the 
request  of  J.  A.  Vick,  of  Houston,  who  had  been 
selected  for  the  office  of  President  of  the  cor¬ 
poration,  Mr.  Smithman  was  nominated  for  that 
office  and  unanimously  elected  by  the  stockholders. 
The  company  had  obligated  itself  to  drill  one  well 
on  the  King  Ranch  and  one  on  the  Bennett  Ranch. 
Mr.  Smithman  requested  that  leases  be  also  taken 
to  the  northwest  of  the  Beaumont  pool ;  the  board 
preferred  to  defer  this  leasing  until  after  the  two 
wells  were  drilled.  Both  wells  were  drilled  and 
beth  were  dry.  Meanwhile,  the  oil  produced  at 
Beaumont  proved  to  be  only  good  for  fuel,  and 
went  down  to  five  cents  per  barrel,  and  the  King 
Oil  Company  and  many  others  quit  the  business. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Smithman  was  a  member  of  the 
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Petroleum  Institute,  the  first  organization  in  Oil 
City  to  engage  in  literary  and  library  work.  In 
1871  he  became  its  secretary  and  treasurer.  On 
May  1,  1872,  the  Institute  rented  the  third  floor  ol 
the  D.  L.  Trax  brick  block  at  the  foot  of  Seneca 
Street,  and  numerous  literary  and  musical  enter¬ 
tainments  were  held  here,  including  those  of  the 
Oil  City  Philharmonic  Society  and  the  Oil  City 
Terpsichore  Club.  In  1875,  by  reason  of  the  great 
exodus  of  oil  men  to  the  rich  oil  fields  of  Butler, 
Clarion  and  other  counties,  the  library  lacked  sup¬ 
port  and  owed  $135  rent  to  Mr.  Trax,  who,  in 
August,  1875,  sold  out  its  1,300  books  and  book¬ 
shelves  on  a  landlord’s  warrant  at  public  sale.  Mr. 
Smithman  was  the  purchaser  of  the  books,  shelves 
and  other  fixtures,  and  loaned  them  free  of  rent 
to  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  which 
had  rooms  in  the  Lamberton  Block  on  Seneca 
Street.  This  organization  also  failed  and  Mr. 
Smithmari  again  redeemed  his  books  by  paying  the 
back  rent,  and  in  1880  presented  the  books  and 
shelves  to  the  Oil  City  School  Board  to  be  placed 
in  the  Central  Avenue  High  Schools. 

In  1888  the  Belles  Lettres  Club,  a  society  of 
ladies,  was  organized  for  the  “studying  of  liter¬ 
ature  and  maintaining  a  library”  and  occupied  a 
room  free  of  rent  in  the  City  Hall  Building,  and 
by  1900  had  accumulated  a  library  of  5,o°°  vol¬ 
umes,  and  in  that  year,  by  public  agitation,  had 
secured  a  promise  from  Andrew  Carnegie  to 
donate  $44,000  for  a  public  library  building  on  lots 
at  the  foot  of  Central  Avenue,  the  cost  of  the  lots, 
$11,500,  having  been  raised  by  the  ladies  of  Oil 
City  by  public  subscriptions. 

In  1902  Mr.  Smithman  was  made  chairman  of 
the  building  committee  to  plan  and  erect  this  build¬ 
ing,  and  having  previously  inspected  the  operating 
of  public  libraries  in  cities  of  Europe  and  of  the 
United  States,  where  lists  of  their,  books  were 
handed  to  their  patrons  from  which  to  select  books, 
thus  implying  a  necessary  previous  knowledge  of 
books  wanted,  he  concluded  that  it  would  be  better 
for  both  the  learned  and  the  unlearned  to  be  able 
to  inspect  the  inside  of  books  before  borrowing 
them,  and  therefore  decided  to  build  the  library 
so  that  the  readers  would  have  a  commodious  read¬ 
ing  room  and  free  access  to  the  book  shelves  to 
inspect  the  books.  He  also  provided,  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  floor  of  the  building,  a  separate  room  for  the 
use  of  the  Belles  Lettres  Club,  and  an  auditorium 
with  a  stage  for  public  educational  purposes;  and 


donated  a  piano  for  the  stage,  $500  for  a  “Rent¬ 
ing  Collection”  and  $1,000  for  other  books,  and 
was  president  of  the  Library  Commission  for  many 
years.  The  5,000  volumes  of  the  Belles  Lettres 
Club  became  a  part  of  the  new  library. 

Mr.  Smithman  was  married,  in  Paterson,  New 
Jersey,  to  Julia  Hathaway,  of  that  place,  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  General  Hathaway,  who  served  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution.  Since  1883  they  have 
lived  in  their  beautiful  home  at  No.  113  West  First 
Street,  Oil  City,  and  have  four  children:  1.  Fred, 
who  is  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company. 
2.  Howard,  who  was  in  the  United  States  Navy 
during  the  World  War,  and  who  is  now  (1926) 
superintendent  of  the  Smithman  Oil  Company.  3. 
Mabel,  who  is  a  student  of  art.  4.  Carlotta,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  D.  Berry,  who  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Berry  Sons  Oil  Company.  (See  fol¬ 
lowing  biography). 

(Compiled  by  Nancy  C.  Morrow,  resident 
teacher,  Junior  High  School.) 

JAMES  B.  BERRY,  late  of  Oil  City,  was 
bom  November  5,  1841,  at  Rebecca  Furnace,  near 
Roaring  Springs,  Blair  County.  His  parents, 
Michael  and  Susan  (Blake)  Berry,  were  both  na¬ 
tives  of  that  county.  His  father  was  a  public 
official,  and  was  particularly  well  knowij  for  his 
business  ability  in  the  settlement  of  large  estates, 
such  as  the  Schemberger  estate  and  furnaces,  one 
of  the  most  valuable  estates  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  He  died  in  1863,  and  in  1869  James  B. 
came  to  Oil  City,  where  he  lived  and  became  one 
of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  growing  oil  town 
until  his  death,  May  15,  1908. 

James  B.  Berry  had  average  educational  op¬ 
portunities  in  his  youth,  and  during  his  early  man¬ 
hood  he  was  engaged  as  bookkeeper  at  various  fur¬ 
naces  and  in  railroad  offices,  having  been  in  the 
employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railway  Company  at 
Hollidaysburg,  and  for  a  time  manager  of  the 
Aetna  Furnace  near  Altoona.  On  coming  to  Oil 
City  he  engaged  as  bookkeeper  for  McElroy  and 
Boulton,  wholesale  and  retail  coal  dealers,  and  later 
became  owner  of  the  business,  conducting  it  suc¬ 
cessfully  until  1884.  Then  came  the  introduction 
of  natural  gas  for  fuel,  and  Mr.  Berry  disposed 
of  hia  coal  interests,  turning  his  attention  to  other 
enterprises.  He  entered  the  employ  of  the  Union 
Refining  Company,  remaining  in  that  connection 
until  he  entered  the  oil  business  on  his  own  ac- 
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count,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Astral  Oil  Re¬ 
fining  Company.  From  that  time  on  his  business 
life  centered  around  the  oil  industry.  Mr.  Berry 
developed  an  extensive  general  wholesale  business 
in  the  selling  of  oil  and  its  products,  and  devoted 
much  time  to  the  developing  of  oil-producing  ter¬ 
ritory.  His  activities  culminating  in  the  business 
to  which  his  sons  have  succeeded  him,  as  the  James 
B.  Berry’s  Sons’  Company,  oil  producers  and  deal¬ 
ers.  The  interests  of  this  firm,  which  has  wide 
and  influential  connections  with  many  of  the  large 
manufacturers  and  refiners  of  the  country,  are  the 
outgrowth  and  development  of  the  business  which 
he  founded,  and  though  the  sons  are  entitled  to 
great  credit  for  its  expansion  according  to  present 
day  standards,  the  importance  of  his  early  labors 
may  not  be  minimized. 

James  B.  Berry  was  a  man  of  jovial  disposition, 
kind-hearted  and  genial,  and  with  all  his  business 
cares  found  time  to  form  many  agreeable  friend¬ 
ships  and  to  serve  his  fellow  citizens  with  public- 
spirited  devotion,  making  a  splendid  record  in  the 
City  Council,  where,  at  different  years,  he  served 
as  president  in  both  branches. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church, 
having  been  a  trustee  for  some  twenty  years.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  belonged  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Knights 
of  Honor  and  Royal  Arcanum,  and  was,  as  well, 
a  member  of  the  various  social  clubs  of  Oil  City. 

On  November  14,  1875,  James  B.  Berry  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Abbie  M.  Dufur,  daughter  of  the  late  John 
R.  and  Sarah  (Gibbs)  Dufur.  She  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  an  honored  New  England  family,  who  came 
to  live  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  from  Chelsea, 
Massachusetts,  about  1870.  Shortly  after  mar¬ 
riage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berry  established  their  res¬ 
idence  on  Petroleum  Street,  Oil  City,  and  both 
took  an  active  interest  in  civic  development,  giving 
of  their  time  and  means  toward  all  enterprises  that 
tended  for  the  betterment  of  Oil  City  and  vicinity. 
Mrs.  Berry  died  December  15,  1924.  To  James  B. 
and  Abbie  M.  (Dufur)  Berry  were  born  three 
children :  Florence  A.,  who  married  Howard  H. 
Lowrie;  James  D.  (see  following  biography); 
and  Charles  D.  (see  following  biography). 


JAMES  DUFUR  BERRY,  eldest  son  of 
James  B.  and  Abbie  M.  (Dufur)  Berry  (see  pre¬ 
ceding  biography),  received  a  careful  preparation 


for  the  great  business  career  upon  which  he  en¬ 
tered  in  connection  with  his  father,  and  which  he 
was  eminently  qualified  to  continue  in  company 
with  his  brother,  Charles  D.,  upon  the  death  of  his 
father. 

On  December  6,  1911,  Mr.  Berry  was  married  to 
Helen  Caroline  Robinson,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Truby  and  Emma  Jane  (Leonard)  Robinson,  of 
Parker,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Berry,  a  graduate  of 
Birmingham  School  (Pennsylvania),  has,  too,  a 
remarkable  lineage.  John  Robinson,  born  in  a 
Midland  county,  England,  in  1517  entered  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Cambridge  and  received  a  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  in  1599.  He  settled  at  Leyden, 
where  he  became  pastor  of  the  Pilgrim  Church ; 
the  genealogy  of  this  family  is  traced  back  to  this 
John  Robinson,  the  holder  of  the  degree  from 
Cambridge  in  1599.  (See  Robinson  genealogy  on 
a  following  page).  Elisha  Robinson,  Mrs.  Berry’s 
paternal  great-grandfather,  a  native  of  Windham, 
Connecticut,  son  of  Andrew  and  Olive  Robinson, 
of  English  descent,  who  was  the  progenitor  of  the 
family  in  America,  located  in  Armstrong  County, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1814,  where,  through  his  dili¬ 
gence,  he  accumulated  money  which  he  invested 
in  land  upon  which  oil  was  subsequently  found  in 
large  quantities.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Rohrer, 
of  Greensburg,  a  member  of  a  highly  esteemed 
Pennsylvania  family,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  of  whom  their  son,  Elisha,  Jr.,  suc¬ 
ceeded  his  father  in  business.  Elisha,  Jr.,  married 
Caroline  Truby,  a  descendant  of  Captain  Chris¬ 
topher  Truby,  who  did  remarkable  service  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  subsequently  became  one 
of  the  most  influential  men  in  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berry  are  the  parents  of  one 
son,  James  Dufur,  Jr.  The  family  are  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church. 


CHARLES  DUFUR  BERRY,  of  the  James 
B.  Berry's  Sons’  Company,  second  son  of  the  late 
James  B.  and  Abbie  M.  (Dufur)  Berry,  whose 
splendid  qualities  of  steadfast  purpose  and  intelli¬ 
gent  thrift  made  a  most  valued  contribution  to 
Oil  City’s  citizenship  during  the  past  generation, 
was  born1  at  the  old  homestead  June  15,  1882.  He 
received  his  preparatory  work  at  the  Oil  City  High 
School,  after  which  he  entered  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1905. 
His  father  being  an  extensive  general  and  whole¬ 
sale  merchant  in  the  sale  of  oil,  gasoline,  and  other 
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refined  products  proved  a  lure  to  Charles  D.,  who, 
upon  graduating,  became  associated  with  his  father 
until  the  latter’s  death,  May  15,  1908,  when  he, 
with  his  brother,  James  D.  (see  preceding  biog¬ 
raphy),  assumed  the  control  and  have  since  car¬ 
ried  on  the  great  work  begun  by  their  father. 

Mr.  Berry  was  married,  on  June  16,  1914,  to 
Helen  Splane,  the  accomplished  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  W.  Splane  (see  biography  of  W. 
W.  Splane  on  a  preceding  page),  representatives 
of  Oil  City’s  best  families  and  citizens,  most 
worthy  of  the  honor  and  esteem  given  them  by 
all.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berry  were  born  a  son, 
Charles  Dufur,  Jr.,  December  29,  1915,  who  died 
in  infancy;  and  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  Abbie,  born 
January  29,  1917,  who  on  June  5,  1925,  unveiled 
the  Pioneer  and  Scout  monument  erected  by  her 
grandfather,  William  W.  Splane,  on  the  Lakes- 
to-the-Seas  Highway.  On  November  15,  1918, 
Mrs.  Helen  (Splane)  Berry  passed  away,  honored 
and  beloved  by  all,  leaving  the  impress  of/  a  beau¬ 
tiful  life  on  the  community.  On  June  7,  1923, 
Mr.  Berry  married  (second)  Carlotta  Smithman, 
daughter  of  John  B.  and  Julia  (Hathaway)  Smith- 
man,  residents  of  high  esteem  in  Oil  City  and  com¬ 
munity.  (See  a  preceding  biography  of  John  B. 
Smithman).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berry  are  members  of 
the  Second  Presbyterian  Church. 


ROBINSON  FAMILY— Rev.  John  Robinson 
was  born  in  one  of  the  Midland  counties  of  Eng¬ 
land  (probably  Lincolnshire)  in  the  year  1575. 
He  entered  the  University  of  Cambridge,  1592, 
and  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts, 
1599.  He  began  to  preach  at  Norfolk  near  Nor¬ 
wich.  He  went  to  Amsterdam,  Holland,  1608,  and 
to  Leyden,  1609,  where  he  was  pastor  of  the  Pil¬ 
grim  Church,  and  where  he  died  February  19, 
1625  (O.  S.).  He  married  Bridge^  White,  and 
they  were  parents  of  the  following  children  James; 
John;  Bridget,  married  John  Grynwich,  at  Ley¬ 
den;  Isaac,  born  1610;  Mercy;  Fear  or  Favor; 
Jacob. 

(II)  Isaac  Robinson,  son  of  Rev.  John  Robin¬ 
son,  came  to  New  England  in  1631  and  settled  at 
Plymouth.  He  was  a  freeman  of  the  Colony,  1633 ; 
in  1636  he  went  to  Scituate,  where  he  married 
Margaret  Hanford,  of  Scituate,  June  27,  1636;  in 
1639  removed  to  Barnstable;  about  1663  removed 
to  Falmouth,  a  new  settlement;  in  1673  was  at 
Tisbury — Martha’s  Vineyard — where  he  resided 


until  November,  1701 ;  returned  to  Barnstable  and 
resided  with  his  daughter  Fear,  who  married  Sam¬ 
uel  Baker;  probably  died  in  1704,  aged  ninety-four 
or  ninety-five  years ;  married  twice ;  his  first  wife 
dying  June  13,  1649.  His  second  wife’s  name  was 
Mary.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  1.  Susannah,  baptized  at  Scituate, 
January  2,  1637,  died  young.  2.  John,  baptized 
at  Barnstable,  April  5,  1640;  married  Elizabeth 
Weeks.  3.  Isaac,  baptized  August  7,  1642.  4. 

Fear,  baptized  January  26,  1644;  married  Samuel 
Baker.  5.  Mercy,  baptized  July  4,  1647;  married 
William  Weeks.  6.  A  daughter,  still-born,  June 
6,  1649.  Children  by  second  marriage:  7.  Israel, 
baptized  at  Barnstable  October  5,  1651.  8.  Jacob, 
baptized  at  Barnstable,  May  15,  1653;  married  Ex¬ 
perience  - .  9.  Peter,  of  whom  further.  10. 

Thomas,  born  at  Falmouth,  March,  1666  67. 

(III)  Lieutenant  Peter  Robinson,  son  of  Isaac 
Robinson,  married  Experience  Marston,  daughter 
of  John  Marston,  of  Tisbury,  resided  at  Tisbury 
until  1706,  when  he  was  called  of  Chilmark;  in 
1710  resided  in  Norwich  or  Preston;  purchased 
land,  in  Windham,  Scotland,  in  1721,  when  he  was 
called  “of  Preston.”  Children:  1.  Sarah,  born 

about  1688;  married  Hezekiah  - .  2.  Israel, 

born  about  1696.  3.  Peter,  Jr.,  of  whom  further. 

4.  Thomas,  born  about  1699.  5.  Abigail,  born 

about  1701 ;  married  Elihu  Palmer.  6.  Joseph, 
bom  about  1706.  7.  Benjamin.  8.  Simeon.  9-10. 
Isaac  and  Anna  (twins),  bom  August  20,  1708. 
11.  Rhoda,  baptized  at  Norwich,  June  26,  1711 ; 
married.  12.  Martha,  baptized  at  Norwich,  March 
31,  1713;  died.  13.  Elizabeth,  baptized  at  Nor¬ 
wich,  August  17,  1714;  married.  14.  Mary.  15. 
Abiah.  Experience  (Marston)  Robinson,  died 
April  30,  1727,  aged  fifty-five  years.  Peter  Rob¬ 
inson  died  in  February,  1739. 

(IV)  Peter  Robinson,  Jr.,  son  of  Peter  and 

Experience  (Marston)  Robinson,  was  born  in 
1697;  married,  June  30,  1725.  His  first  wife,  Ruth, 
bom  in  1707,  died  in  1795.  He  died  March  22, 
1785.  Children:  1.  Samuel,  born  July  6,  1726.  2. 
Experience,  of  whom  further.  3.  Pete,  born  May 
19,  1730-  4-  Elizabeth,  born  November  6,  1732; 

married  John  French,  moved  to  Vermont.  5.  Ja¬ 
cob,  born  August  14,  1734.  6.  Nathan,  born  July 

19,  1736.  7-  Abner,  born  February  22,  1738.  8. 

Ruth,  born  December  14,  1740;  married  William 
Cushman,  May  4,  1775 ;  died  some  time  before 
1792,  when  William  Cushman  married  Anna 
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Rindge.  9.  Eliab,  born  August  22,  1742.  10. 

Rachel,  born  March  30,  1744;  married  Cornelia 
Coburn,  April  5,  1780.  11.  Bathsheba,  bom  July- 

31,  1746;  died  single,  September  1828.  12.  Joshua, 

born  September  24,  1748;  married  Sybel  Webb, 
daughter  of  Zebulon,  settled  in  Stafford  and  had 
a  family. 

(V)  Experience  Robinson,  son  of  Peter  and 
Ruth  Robinson,  was  born  April  22,  1728;  mar¬ 
ried,  February  14,  1748-49,  Zerviah  Palmer,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Eliezer  Palmer,  born  in  1730;  died  June  9, 

1806.  Experience  Robinson  died  September  10, 

1807.  Children:  1.  James,  born  November  21, 
1749-50,  died  same  day.  2.  Tryphena  (1),  born 
February  21,  1750-51,  died  January  10,  1755.  3. 
James  (2),  born  November  30,  1752.  4.  Tryphena 
(2),  born  July  20,  1755;  married  John  Burnham. 
5.  Elias,  born  in  Norwich,  April,  1757.  6.  Althea, 
born  July  17,  1760;  married  David  Fox,  of  Hamp¬ 
ton,  October  27,  1785,  had  nine  children;  died  No¬ 
vember  12,  1809.  7.  Andrew,  of  whom  further. 
8.  Lydia,  born  January  3,  1768;  married  Nathan 
Lillie. 

(VI)  Andrew  Robinson,  son  of  Experience  and 

Zerviah  (Palmer)  Robinson,  was  born  August  1, 
1762;  married  (first)  Olive  Hovey,  born  in  1762, 
died  March  15,  1812;  children:  1.  Albigence,  born 
December  25,  1785,  died  July  15,  1788.  2.  Eb- 

enezer,  born  February  21,  1788.  3.  Albigence  (2), 
born  October  12,  1789;  married  and  settled.  4. 
Elisha,  born  December  5,  1791 ;  married  and  lived 
in  Pennsylvania.  5.  Permelia,  born  August  18, 
1793;  married  Orrin  Newcomb.  6.  Darius,  born 
July  15,  1795;  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  7.  Lucinda, 
bom  July  22,  1798;  married  Aaron  Hill.  8.  Try¬ 
phena,  born  February  18,  1800;  married  Thomas 
Young,  of  Ohio.  9.  Dorcas,  born  December  15, 
1801 ;  married  Archibald  L.  Bates,  lived  in  Madi¬ 
son  County,  Ohio.  10.  Urbana,  born  September 
14,  1804,  lived  in  Noble  County,  Indiana.  11. 
John  Newton,  born  April  27,  1809;  married  Lau¬ 
retta  Reed,  December  26,  1830,  daughter  of  Fes- 
tus  Reed,  of  Windham,  lived  in  Bristol,  Kendall 
County,  Illinois. 

Olive  (Hovey)  Robinson,  wife  of  Andrew  Rob¬ 
inson,  died  March  15,  1812.  Andrew  Robinson 
married  (second),  March  17,  1813,  Lydia  Church, 
born  in  1783,  died  October  12,  1819.  Their  chil¬ 
dren :  1.  Harriet,  born  May,  1814.  2.  Augustus 
D.,  born  in  August,  1815.  They  were  both 
drowned  in  a  pond  February  24,  1822.  Andrew 


Robinson  married  (third),  April  16,  1820,  Bethiah 
Church,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  one  child : 
Lydia,  born  March  1,  1821 ;  married  Jonathan  W. 
Maine.  Andrew  Robinson,  the  father,  died  June 
10,  1849. 


JOHN  CLARENCE  McMULLEN— With  the 
increase  of  their  various  interests,  the  activities 
of  the  W.  H.  Cox  Lumber  Company  are  accredited 
as  among  the  foremost  in  this  section  of  the  State, 
and  Mr.  McMullen,  the  head  of  the  company,  and 
proprietor  of  the  business,  since  1924  known  as  the 
J.  C.  McMullen  Lumber  Company,  has  a  record  of 
continuous  success  in  his  able  business  ventures. 
Mr.  McMullen  is  a  son  of  A.  L.  McMullen,  an 
oil  producer,  who  was  a  son  of  Archie  McMullen 
and  of  Vesta  (Kimball)  McMullen. 

John  Clarence  McMullen  was  born  July  30, 
1879,  at  Raymilton,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  and  afterwards  graduated  at  McElwain 
Institute.  He  at  first  engaged  in  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness,  and  consecutively  was  associated  with  oil 
production  and  mercantile  interests.  Eventually, 
he  purchased  the  W.  H.  Cox  Lumber  Company, 
which  he  has  continued  to  the  present.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  with  vote  and  influence 
supports  the  principles  of  that  party. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  McMullen  is  prominent  in  all 
branches  of  the  Masonic  Order.  He  is  a  Past 
High  Priest  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Past 
Thrice  Illustrious  Master  of  the  Royal  and  Select 
Masters ;  Past  Eminent  Commander  of  the  Knights 
Templar;  Past  Thrice  Potent  Master  of  the 
Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection;  and  he  is  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
Pennsylvania  for  District  No.  3.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Franklin  Club,  and  of  the  Washington  Club. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

John  Clarence  McMullen  married,  June  14,  1904, 
in  Pleasantville,  Lena  Proper,  daughter  of  Dr. 
W.  J.  Proper,  son  of  Isaiah  Proper,  and  Clara 
(Andre)  Proper,  daughter  of  William  Andre. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMullen  are  the  parents  of  three 
daughters :  Helen,  a  student  in  Allegheny  Col¬ 
lege;  Ruth,  and  Marjorie. 


ERNEST  M.  PARK — Born  in  Chautauqua 
County,  New  York,  in  1868,  Ernest  M.  Park  went 
to  Rixford  when  a  boy  and  was  there  educated  in 
the  public  schools.  His  father,  Lyman  J.  Park, 
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was  for  many  years  connected  with  the  Tide  Water 
Company,  of  that  place,  and  after  he  had  finished 
his  studies,  Ernest  M.  Park  also  entered  their 
employ.  He  rose  from  one  position  to  a  higher 
one,  and  when  he  left  them  because  his  interests 
elsewhere  demanded  his  time  and  attention,  he 
had  the  office  of  field  superintendent  for  the  com¬ 
pany.  From  Rixford,  he  went  to  reside  in  Brad¬ 
ford,  where  he  had  extensive  oil  leases  and  here 
in  the  midst  of  his  busy  life  he  was  suddenly 
stricken  by  death.  Seemingly  in  good  health,  he 
was  driving  alone  in  his  automobile  when  the 
summons  came.  Mr.  Park  was  a  man  who  made 
friends  easily,  and  once  made  they  remained  his 
friends  through  life.  To  this  wide  circle  the  sad 
news  of  his  passing  came  as  a  great  shock,  on 
September  30,  1921. 

Mr.  Park  was  one  of  the  founders  and  an 
original  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Eldred,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  its  vice-president.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Oil  Men’s  Club  and  the  Bradford  Club, 
and  belonged  to  the  Masonic  Lodge  of  Duke 
Center  and  to  the  Macabees  of  Rixford. 

On  May  8,  1887,  Ernest  M.  Park  married  Rena 
M.  Covert,  daughter  of  David  and  Jane  Louise 
(Van  Dyke)  Covert.  David  Covert  was  a  Civil 
War  veteran,  who  survived  until  February,  1923, 
passing  away  at  Rixford  in  his  eighty-sixth  year. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Park  were  born  three  daughters: 
Bertha,  who  resides  at  home;  Grace,  wife  of  Ar¬ 
thur  Walker,  of  Eldred,  who  has  two  children: 
Harold  P.  and  Genevieve  Irene;  and  Florence, 
wife  of  Robert  Hungiville,  of  Rixford.  Mr. 
Park  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is  carrying 
on  the  business  which  her  husband  left,  and  his 
three  daughters.  The  family  attend  the  Hill 
Memorial  Church,  from  which  Mr.  Park  was  laid 
to  rest  in  Oak  Hill  Cemetery. 


LEWIS  EARLE  MILLER — An  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Indiana  County  Bar,  Lewis  Earle  Mil¬ 
ler  is  the  present  district  attorney  of  Indiana 
County  and  one  of  its  prominent  Republicans  and 
citizens. 

Lewis  Earle  Miller  was  born  in  Indiana  County, 
of  old  Pennsylvania  ancestry.  His  father  was  Jacob 
W.  Miller,  a  native  of  Indiana  County,  who  was 
born  there  in  December,  1852,  and  his  mother, 
Sarah  Elizabeth  (Kerr)  Miller,  was  also  born  in 
the  county. 


Mr.  Miller’s  education  was  secured  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Indiana  County,  where  he  later 
taught  in  the  different  grades,  from  the  elementary 
ungraded  school  to  the  principalship  of  graded 
schools,  and  a  preparatory  school.  Then  he  went 
to  Juniata  College,  enrolling  in  the  School  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  which  graduated  him  in  1903  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Education.  In  1904  he  was 
graduated  from  Southern  University,  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  The  State  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Indiana  gave  him  his  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws  in  1908. 

Mr.  Miller  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  State 
of  Indiana  and  to  the  Indiana  Supreme  Court, 
and  to  the  District  and  Circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Indiana,  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin  in  1908.  In  1910  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  before  the  State  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania  and  to  the  bar  of  Indiana  County. 
He  has  been  in  practice  in  the  county  seat,  Indiana, 
ever  since,  his  reputation  one  of  the  highest  among 
members  and  leaders  of  the  bar. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  district  attorney  of  Indiana  County  in 
November,  1923,  and  his  term,  beginning  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1924,  will  end  in  January,  1928.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Miller  married,  in  Bloomington,  Indiana, 
June  23,  1908,  Mary  Elizabeth  Fleming,  born  in 
Indiana  County,  the  daughter  of  David  and  Nancy 
Jane  (Henderson)  Fleming,  both  natives  of 
Indiana  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  five 
children :  Willis  Earle,  Donald  Maxwell,  Anna 
Louise,  Paul  David,  and  Lisle  Fleming. 


DANIEL  OSCAR  WHITE— The  late  Dan¬ 
iel  Oscar  White,  realtor,  industrialist,  soldier  and 
philanthropist,  attained  prominence  and  achieved 
success  during  his  useful  lifetime  by  the  applica¬ 
tion  to  whatever  field  of  endeavor  he  was  engaged 
in  of  those  three  prime  requisites  to  successful 
business :  Ability,  energy  and  integrity.  He  was 
always  a  firm  believer  in  the  efficacy  of  hard  work 
as  a  curative  for  both  physical  and  business  ail¬ 
ments,  and  his  record  of  achievements  is  con¬ 
vincing  proof  of  the  soundness  of  this  theory. 

Daniel  Oscar  White  was  born  at  Plattsburgh, 
New  York,  on  July  11,  1849,  a  son  of  Michael  and 
Fanny  White,  respected  residents  of  that  place. 
In  the  year  1854  he  removed  to  the  State  of  Wis- 
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consin  with:  his  parents,  where  he  was  educated  in 
the  local  district  schools.  Until  his  seventeenth 
year  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  upon 
his  father’s  farm,  at  which  time  he  enlisted  in  the 
Union  Army,  and  for  the  following  three  years 
saw  constant  and  active  service.  At  the  close  of 
the  war,  Mr.  White,  was  attracted  by  the  golden 
opportunities  offered  by  the  Pennsylvania  oil  fields. 
He  successfully  worked  out  a  claim  on,  the  Tarr 
farm,  which  permitted  him  to  broaden  the  scope 
of  his  activities.  He  eventually  acquired  many 
independent  leases  which  he  operated  and  devel¬ 
oped  in  the  famous  Clarion  County  field.  Later, 
he  removed  to  Edenburg  (now  known  as  Knox), 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  continued  his  operating 
interests  Still  later,  he  was  active  in  the  Brad¬ 
ford  field,  and  was  an  operator  in  Ohio.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  extensive  oil  holdings,  Mr.  White  owned 
a  large  wheat  farm  in  North  Dakota,  comprising 
1,750  acres.  He  was  never  a  man  to  shirk  respon¬ 
sibilities  or  hard  work,  and  this  characteristic 
helped  to  bring  him  success  in  an  industry  where 
resourcefulness,  dominant  personality  and  a  limit¬ 
less  capacity  for  manual  labor  are  as  important 
factors  as  ability,  business  acumen  and  prevision. 
But  with  this  invaluable  force  of  character  Mr. 
White  incorporated  a  loyal,  genial  and  engaging 
spirit  of  friendliness  and  helpfulness  that  won  him 
a  host  of  friends  and  widespread  respect  and  re¬ 
gard.  He  was  a  constant  reader  of  all  that  was 
of  the  highest  literary  plane,  this  commendable  at¬ 
tribute  developing  his  aesthetic  sense,  and  by  bring¬ 
ing  into  being  a  dormant  philosophy,  having  the 
desired  effect  of  keeping  him  in  touch  with  the 
joys,  sorrows,  and  foibles  of  mankind.  He  was  a 
director  of  the  Clarion  County  National  Bank, 
which  passed  resolutions  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  charitable  and  philanthropic  work  his  name 
became  well  known  throughout  Pennsylvania,  no 
worthy  charitable  movement  having  as  its  design 
an  increase  of  interest  in  public  welfare  ever  meet¬ 
ing  with  a  disinterestedness  on  his  part.  In  the 
work  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
he  gave  great  service  without  the  least  show  of 
pretense  or  display,  and  in  every  philanthropic  en¬ 
deavor  he  gave  freely  and  liberally  of  his  pecuniary 
and  personal  support  without  a  trace  of  ostenta¬ 
tion.  Mr.  White  was  a  Mason,  having  been  a 
charter  and  life  member,  as  well  as  Past  High 
Priest,  of  Eden  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  259;  a 
member  of  Warren  Commandery,  No.  613,  Knights 


Templar;  and  ever  an  interested  worked  in  Grand 
Lodge  affairs.  His  religious  affiliation  was  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  many  years  he 
was  a  sincere  member  and  indefatigable  worker  of 
this  body. 

Daniel  Oscar  White  was  married,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  20,  1879,  to  Fannie  Jeanette  Love,  daughter 
of  Jesse  and  Mary  Ann  (Brown)  Love.  Daniel 
Oscar  and  Fannie  Jeanette  (Love)  White  were 
the  parents  of  one  son,  Daniel  Oscar  White,  Jr., 
who  was  born  on  April  12,  1889,  and  died  on  March 
18,  1912.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted  at 
the  residence  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  O.  S.  Brown, 
Wednesday,  March  20,  at  3:15  o’clock,  by  Dr.  H. 
F.  Earseman,  pastor  of  the  Knox  Presbyterian 
Church,  assisted  by  Dr.  Horace  M.  Conway,  of 
the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Warren, 
and  Dr.  J.  W.  Smith,  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Warren.  The  following  eulogy,  printed 
in  a  beautiful,  dignified  “In  Memoriam,”  draws  a 
true  picture  of  Daniel  Oscar  White,  Jr. : 

It  has  pleased  Almighty  God,  March  eighteenth, 

nineteen  hundred  twelve,  to  take  from  us  the  be¬ 
loved,  cherished  and  only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
D.  O.  White,  of  Knox,  Pennsylvania,  after  an 
illness  of  eight  weeks,  at  the  home  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  O.  S.  Brown,  Warren,  Pennsylvania.  As  a 
boy,  he  was  known  to  his  friends  as  D.  O.,  and 
this  name  followed  him  through  his  youth  and 
continued  through  his  active  but  brief  period  of 
young  manhood.  His  honesty,  his  loyalty,  his 
congeniality,  and  his  Christian  character  followed 
him  through  all  these  years  and  broadened  as  he 
advanced  from  one  period  of  life  to  the  next. 
From  his  boyhood  he  was  a  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Knox,  Pennsylvania.  In 
Warren,  he  was  an  ardent  and  enthusiastic  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  a 
member  of  the  choir  of  the  First  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  and  an  active  member  of  the 
Builders,  a  class  of  young  men  of  the  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  He  was  a  trusted  employee  of 
the  Warren  Trust  Company,  and  his  honesty  and 
integrity,  together  with  his  genial  and  pleasing 
character,  gained  for  him  many  friends  and  ad¬ 
mirers,  and  earned  him  well  deserved  promotions. 
Socially,  D.  O.  numbered  his  friends  by  the 
scores,  and  was  always  anxious  to  entertain  and 
bring  sunshine  and  happiness  to  those  whom  he 
knew  and  who  loved  and  admired  him.” 

The  following  excerpt  is  from  the  address  of 
Dr.  H.  F.  Earseman : 

D.  O.  was  fond  of  out-door  sports,  took  pleas¬ 
ure  in  all  athletic  games,  played  them  with  zest 
and  with  more  than  ordinary  skill.  He  was  a  boy 
of  bright  and  keen  intellect.  He  graduated  from 
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the  high  school  of  our  village  with  honor  and 
was  regarded  as  one  of  its  brighest  pupils.  He 
entered  Kiskiminetas  Preparatory  School  and  in 
one  year  completed  with  ease  the  work  that  usu¬ 
ally,  by  those  having  the  course  of  preparation,  is 
only  finished  in  two,  and  stood  very  near  the 
head  of  his  class.  He  then  entered  Washington 
and  Jefferson  College  to  take  a  full  classical 
course  there,  but  illness  prevented  his  completing 
his  course,  which  was  at  the  time  a  great  disap¬ 
pointment  to  him,  his  greatest  ambition  having 
been  to  prepare  for  and  enter  the  ministry. 

The  death  of  Daniel  Oscar  White,  Sr.,  on  May 
3,  1919,  during  his  seventieth  year,  brought  to  a 
peremptory  close  a  lifetime  of  commendable  and 
constructive  endeavor,  and  lost  to  Pennsylvania 
an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  an  indus¬ 
trialist  whose  activities  had  served  as  an  impetus 
to  the  progress  of  the  State,  a  humanitarian  whose 
deeds  of  benevolence  to-day  stand  as  an  imper¬ 
ishable  monument  to  their  grantor,  and  a  citizen 
and  patriot  whose  sincerity,  rectitude  and  integrity 
were  never  questioned. 

H.  F.  Earseman,  D.  D.,  was  in  charge  of  Mr. 
White’s  funeral  services,  and  among  his  remarks 
the  following*  have  been  chosen  as  being  especially 
appropriate  and  beautiful : 

To  the  friends  of  Mr.  White  who  knew  him 
intimately,  and  who  have  known  him  long,  it  will 
be  no  exaggeration,  nor  will  it  be  any  perversion, 
to  say  of  him  that  he  is  a  man  among  a  thousand 
because  he  measures  up  to  the  statute  of  man¬ 
hood  in  all  the  affairs  of  life.  Sincere,  kindly, 
courteous,  always  true  and  loyal,  and  always 
staunch — I  have  known  his  friendship,  I  have 
known  him  in  the  time  of  need,  I  have  known 
those  of  his  friends  who  have  passed  through 
their  sorrows,  and  I  tell  you  that  they  found  in 
Mr.  White  a  pillar  of  strength  to  lean  upon  be¬ 
cause  of  his  steadfastness.  He  was  above  all  a 
man  among  his  friends,  and  we  all  prized  highly 
his  friendship,  and  the  expressions  that  we  hear 
of  sorrow  to-day  among  all  who  knew  him  speak 
of  this  quality  of  his  life  of  friends.  He  was  a 
kindly,  generous  man  among  men.'  He  was  blest, 
as  you  know,  and  prospered  in  his  worldly  affairs 
because  of  the  diligence  in  which  he  prosecuted 
them,  and  with  the  care  and  business  ability  with 
which  he  administered  to  them.  And  he  was  al¬ 
ways  ready  to  give  to  that  which  was  worthy  in 
his  eyes,  and  he  gave  as  he  did  in  all  his  affairs, 
so  quietly  that  it  might  be  said  of  him  that  his 
left  hand  knew  not  what  the  right  hand  was  doing 
in  the  way  of  giving. 

When  he  came  to  this  place  and  transferred  his 
membership  to  this  church  and  left  the  little  vil¬ 
lage  church  where  he  had  been  before,  unlike  so 
many  of  those  who  have  moved  to  larger  locali¬ 
ties,  he  did  not  forget  the  place,  he  did  not  for¬ 


get  the  church.  I  did  not  know  until  last  night 
that  he  has  been  a  regular  contributor  to  the 
home  church  where  he  first  stood  up  and  acknowl¬ 
edged  his  Saviour.  Mr.  White  was  a  Christian 
man,  not  only  in  childhood  and  in  early  youth, 
but  in  the  maturity  of  his  manhood  he  professed 
his  faith  in  a  Saviour  and  promised  him  the  allegi¬ 
ance  of  his  life,  and  he  took  upon  him  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  God.  A  good  man,  an  upright  man,  a 
manly  man,  a  man  to  his  friends  among  a  thou¬ 
sand.  And  I  want  to  tell  you  that  Heaven  may  be 
richer,  but  this  world  is  poorer,  when  God  takes 
to  himself  a  man  like  D.  O.  White.  And  only 
the  helpfulness  of  his  memory  abiding  in  the 
hearts  of  his  friends  and  bearing  fruits  in  the  ex¬ 
ample  can  fill  the  vacancy  which  was  caused  by 
his  taking  away. 

Mr.  White  passed  away  suddenly  and  alone, 
but  he  faced  the  future  with  a  smile  upon  his  lips 
and  with  the  courage  of  a  manly  Christian  in  his 
heart.  It  is  well  that  he  would  not  repeal  what 
God  has  done.  His  Will  Be  Done,  and  to  his 
friends  and  neighbors  there  is  left  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  this  good  man  and  this  devoted  friend. 

Mrs.  Fannie  Jeanette  (Love)  White,  since  the 
death  of  her  husband  and  son,  has  continued  in  the 
philanthropic  and  welfare  work  so  nobly  instituted 
by  Mr.  White.  As  a  memorial  to  her  husband  and 
son,  Mrs.  White  purchased  several  acres  of  ground 
at  Knox,  Pennsylvania,  and  upon  it  erected  the 
beautiful  “White  Memorial  School,”  consisting  of 
a  grade  school,  high  school,  gymnasium,  audi¬ 
torium  and  athletic  field,  and  in  this  praiseworthy 
way  is  she  perpetuating  the  names  and  memories 
of  her  husband  and  son,  and  disseminating  higher 
education.  Mrs.  White  continues  her  residence  at 
Warren,  Pennsylvania,  and  from  here  directs  and 
maintains  her  many  charities. 


JOHN  ALEXANDER  HULL  KEITH— One 

of  the  noteworthy  educators  of  the  day  is  John 
Alexander  Hull  Keith,  since  1917  principal  of  the 
Indiana  State  Normal  School,  in  Indiana,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  author-editor  of  a  number  of  edu¬ 
cational  books.  He  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Harvey 
Hamilton  Keith,  of  Jennings  County,  Indiana,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister,  and  Julia  Carter 
(Hull)  Keith,  also  of  Indiana,  both  deceased. 

John  Alexander  Hull  Keith  was  born  at  Homer, 
Illinois,  November  28,  1869.  He  received  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  local  elementary  and 
high  schools,  then  became  a  student  at  the  Illinois 
State  Normal  School  in  the  class  of  1894,  an(l  ^ater 
graduated  from  Harvard  University  in  the  class 
of  1899,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and 
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a  year  afterward  took  the  additional  Harvard 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  Meantime,  however, 
Mr.  Keith  had  been  gaining  practical  experience 
as  a  teacher.  In  the  years  of  1889  and  1890,  when 
only  a  high  school  graduate,  he  served  as  teacher 
of  a  rural  school  in  a  district  of  Illinois,  and  in 
1891-92  as  principal  of  schools  at  Camargo,  Illinois. 
After  graduating  from  the  Illinois  State  Normal 
School  in  1894,  he  remained  at  that  institution  for 
the  two  following  years  as  a  member  of  the 
faculty.  Finally,  in  1899,  after  leaving  Harvard 
with  his  bachelor’s  degree,  he  definitely  allied  him¬ 
self  with  the  Normal  School  and  since  that  time 
has  devoted  his  efforts  to  that  field  of  education. 
From  1899  to  1906  he  was  a  member  of  the  faculty 
at  the  Northern  State  Normal  School  of  Illinois ; 
from  1906  to  1907  director  of  the  training  school 
at  the  Illinois  State  Normal  University;  and  from 
1907  to  1917  head  of  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin.  In  the  last-named  year 
he  became  principal  of  the  Indiana  State  Normal 
School  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  and  has  continued 
in  that  capacity  ever  since.  Under  his  direction  the 
school  has  made  steady  progress  and  holds  a  repu¬ 
tation  of  high  order  in  educational  circles. 

Mr.  Keith  is  an  active  member  of  the  National 
Educational  Association  and  has  been  on  its 
Legislative  Committee  for  the  past  seven  years. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  American  Association 
of  Teachers  Colleges.  Among  the  more  important 
of  the  numerous  educational  books  of  which  he 
is  the  author  are  “Elementary  Education,  Its 
Processes  and  Problems,”  issued  in  1905;  and,  in 
association  with  Dr.  William  T.  Bagley,  “The 
Nation  and  the  School,”  in  1920;  “Introduction 
to  Teaching”  in  1924;  and  is  joint  editor  of 
“The  American  Teachers’  College  Series.”  Mr. 
Keith  is  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Country  Club, 
the  Rotary  Club,  attends  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Indiana,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  local 
affairs. 

Mr.  Keith  married,  on  June  7,  1900,  Rebecca 
Foley,  of  Rushville,  Illinois,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children :  Mary  Lee,  a  graduate  of 
Indiana  State  Normal  School,  and  Goucher  Col¬ 
lege,  class  of  1924;  and  John,  a  student  at  Haver- 
ford  College  in  the  class  of  1927. 


FRANCIS  M.  SMITH— One  of  the  best  known 
newspaper  men  of  Indiana  County  is  Francis  M. 
Smith,  city  enditor  of  the  Indiana  “Evening 


Gazette,”  in  the  county  capital.  He  is  a  prom¬ 
inent  Republican  and  a  well  known  and  active  club 
and  fraternal  member.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  zealous 
and  enthusiastic  newspaper  builder  and  an  ardent 
editorial  man,  and  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
associates  and  fellow  citizens. 

Francis  M.  Smith  was  born  in  Indiana,  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1888,  the  son  of  Francis  M.  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  Indiana  County  in  1846,  and  who  was 
editor  of  the  Indiana  “Messenger”  until  his  death, 
and  Sarah  B.  (Hopkins)  Smith,  who  was  born  in 
Indiana  County,  in  1850. 

Mr.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  grade  and  high 
schools  of  Indiana  and  in  the  Indiana  Normal 
school,  in  which  he  took  a  business  administration 
course,  being  graduated  in  1907.  Soon  after  his 
graduation,  Mr.  Smith  became  a  reporter  on  the 
staff  of  the  Indiana  “Evening  Gazette”  and  a  few 
years  later  was  promoted  to  city  editor,  in  which 
post  he  has  filled  all  his  duties  with  high  credit, 
giving  substantial  service  both  to  his  paper  and  to 
his  community. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Palladiun  Lodge, 
in  Indiana,  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows;  of  the  Indiana  Kiwanis  Club;  and  the  Indi¬ 
ana  Country  Club.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  First 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Indiana. 


FRANCIS  CALLISTUS  SHARBAUGH— 

Popular  with  his  associates  in  the  legal  fraternity, 
and  an  excellent  pleader  and  expert  court  stenog¬ 
rapher,  Mr.  Sharbaugh,  whose  offices  are  in  the 
Law  Building  at  Ebensburg,  has  been  a  general 
practitioner  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  informed  men  in  law  mat¬ 
ters  in  this  part  of  the  State.  A  son  of  John  W. 
and  Mary  (Sherry)  Sharbaugh,  he  is  one  of  a 
family  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  survive: 
Edward  W. ;  Harriet  M. ;  Francis  C.,  of  whom 
later;  and  Lawrence.  Mary  M.,  who  married 
George  Hipps,  editor  of  the  Carrolltown  “News” 
is  now  deceased. 

John  W.  Sharbaugh,  who  was  a  son  of  Jacob 
Sharbaugh,  a  native  of  Germany,  learned  Farming 
and  blacksmithing  early  in  life;  and  about  1880 
he  removed  to  Carrolltown,  where  he  had  been 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  was  highly 
regarded  in  his  calling.  He  was  kindly  and  benev¬ 
olent,  and  a  giver  to  worthy  charitable  causes.  In 
his  political  convictions  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
exerted  his  influence  in  that  party’s  favor.  He 
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was  an  influential  communicant  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  He  married  (first)  Mary 
Sherry,  who  was  born  August  15,  1848,  and  died 
May  5,  1875;  she  was  from  Allegheny  Township, 
near  Loretto,  Cambria  County,  and  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Kay)  Sherry.  Peter 
Sherry  was  born  January  30,  1804,  and  died  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1885;  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Kay) 
Sherry  was  born  November  6,  1802,  and  died 
August  20,  1891.  The  Sherry  family  were  among 
the  early  comers  to  this  part  of  the  country,  locat¬ 
ing  here  soon  after  the  McQuire  family  made  their 
first  settlement.  Mr.  Sharbaugh  married  (second), 
in  1877,  Catherine  Yinger,  of  Carrolltown,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  three  of 
whom  survive,  namely:  Gertrude,  Thelma  and 
John.  Mr.  Sharbaugh  died  June  23,  1917. 

Francis  Callistus  Sharbaugh  was  born  October 
14,  1871,  in  Carrolltown,  where  he  attended  the 
public  schools,  afterwards  graduating  at  Iron 
City  College,  Pittsburgh,  with  his  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  at  St.  Vincent’s  College, 
Westmoreland  County,  in  the  class  of  1891. 
Receiving  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  at  the 
Law  Department  of  Georgetown  University,  Wash¬ 
ington,  District  of  Columbia,  he  was  admitted  to 
practice  law  in  the  several  courts  of  Cambria 
County,  February  6,  1896,  and  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State,  October  13,  1902.  An  expert 
stenographer,  he  was  appointed  court  stenographer 
by  Hon.  O.  V.  Barker,  May  1,  1901,  and  was  again 
reappointed  to  that  position  January  6,  1902,  by 
Hon.  F.  J.  O’Conner;  later  reappointed  by  Hon. 
John  E.  Evans  and  by  Hon.  Samuel  Lemon  Reed, 
President  Judge  of  the  Orphans’  Court.  His 
residence  is  at  Ebensburg,  where  he  has  his  law 
offices  and  where  he  is  a  fourth  degree  member  of 
the  Council  No.  522,  Knights  of  Columbus.  He 
is  also  an  Elk,  and  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club.  Mr.  Sharbaugh  is  a  communicant  of  the 
Holy  Name  Catholic  Church. 

Francis  Callistus  Sharbaugh  married,  November 
18,  1896,  Malvina  Anastasia  Eckenrode,  daughter 
of  Andrew  Eckenrode,  who  was  a  leading  mer¬ 
chant  of  Carrolltown,  and  is  now  deceased,  and  of 
Mary  (Gaunter)  Eckenrode.  Mrs.  Eckenrode 
resides  in  Ebensburg.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eckenrode  are:  Ida  May,  now  deceased, 
who  married  Holden  W.  Chester,  a  Carrolltown 
merchant;  Etta,  who  married  Frank  A.  Donahue, 
former  postmaster  of  Carrolltown;  William  H., 


now  deceased;  Ella  May,  who  married  L.  H. 
Buck,  cashier  of  the  Hastings  Bank,  at  Hastings; 
Stella,  who  married  Duncan  Sandford,  now  of 
Oklahoma;  Myrtle,  who  married  John  Murphy, 
of  Nemacolin,  Pennsylvania;  Vera,  who  married 
Edward  Kelley,  of  Central  City,  Pennsylvania; 
and  Malvina  Anastasia  (Eckenrode)  Sharbaugh. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sharbaugh  are  the  parents  of: 
Frances  Vernita,  now  Mrs.  G.  G.  Bloom;  Leah 
Irene;  Marian  Rose;  Alice  Anastasia;  Francis 
Boyd,  deceased;  John  Andrew,  deceased;  Clare 
Elizabeth ;  Callista  Barbara ;  Robert  and  Joseph, 
twins;  and  Frances  Collette. 


HARRY  BEECHER  NEAL,  M.  D.— One  of 

the  prominent  medical  men  of  Indiana  County  is 
Dr.  Harry  Beecher  Neal,  who  has  been  practicing 
in  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  since  1906.  He  is  a  son 
of  Thomas  Sharpe  and  Anna  (Oberlin)  Neal,  both 
deceased,  the  father  a  native  of  Indiana  County 
and  for  many  years  a  merchant  and  lumberman 
there,  the  mother  a  native  of  Pittsburgh. 

Harry  Beecher  Neal  was  born  in  Indiana 
County,  May  17,  1882,  and  attended  the  local  pub¬ 
lic  schools.  He  then  became  a  student  at  Indiana 
Normal  School,  where  he  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1901,  and  took  post-graduate  work  there  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  after  which  he  entered  the  Medical 
School  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  and  gradu¬ 
ated  there  in  the  class  of  1906  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  entered  upon  a  general 
practice  in  Indiana  in  close  association  with  Dr. 
Simpson,  and  the  two  men  were  responsible  for 
the  founding  of  the  present  Indiana  General 
Hospital,  which  was  incorporated  as  such  after 
seven  years  of  operation  as  a  private  hospital 
under  the  management  of  Dr.  Simpson  and  Dr. 
Neal.  Dr.  Neal  now  engages  in  a  general  practice 
and  is  assistant  to  Dr.  Simpson  on  the  surgical 
staff  of  the  hospital.  He  takes  an  active  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  community,  being  a  member  of 
the  Kiwanis  Club  and  Indiana  Country  Club,  a 
director  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
and  a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Dr.  Neal  is  devoted  to  out-of- 
door  life,  and  plays  golf  nearly  every  day  at  the 
Indiana  Country  Club  when  his  professional  duties 
permit.  During  the  spring  and  fall  he  is  an  ardent 
huntsman  and  fisherman.  His  political  affiliations 
are  with  the  Republican  Party. 

Dr.  Neal  married,  on  June  20,  1911,  Roxie  Lou- 
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ise  Widdowson,  of  Indiana  County,  and  they  have 
two  children:  Harry  Beecher,  Jr.,  and  Ruth 
Louisa,  both  of  whom  are  attending  the  local 
schools. 


DANIEL  W.  DALY — Prominent  among  the 
oil  producers  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  is  Daniel 
W.  Daly,  of  Bradford.  Mr.  Daly  is  a  son  of 
Martin  and  Mary  (Curran)  Daly,  and  is  of  Irish 
descent.  His  father,  Martin  Daly,  was  born  in 
Ireland,  but  as  a  child  came  to  America  with  his 
family,  settling  in  Canada,  where  he  grew  up, 
until  at  the  age  of  twenty  he  left  to  settle  in  Wells- 
ville,  New  York,  where  he  was  for  some  years 
engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering.  Later,  in  1877, 
he  moved  to  Duke  Center,  McKean  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  lived  there  until  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  His  wife  died 
at  the  age  o£  sixty-two.  Martin  and  Mary  (Cur¬ 
ran)  Daly  were  the  parents  of  five  children :  Dan¬ 
iel  W.,  of  further  mention;  Mary,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two;  Julia,  the  wife  of  G.  F. 
Whelon,  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania;  Rena,  the 
wife  of  Ernest  Ehret,  of  Buffalo;  and  Emanuel,  a 
resident  of  Duke  Center,  Pennsylvania. 

Daniel  W.  Daly  was  born  at  Wellsville,  New 
York,  May  4,  1874,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Duke  Center.  After  leaving  school  he 
entered  the  oil  business,  spending  fifteen  months 
in  Sisterville,  West  Virginia,  and  afterwards  went 
to  Duke  Center  in  the  employ  of  the  South  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Oil  Company,  and  continued  with  this 
company  until  he  was  twenty-one.  He  then  pur¬ 
chased  a  lease  with  his  mother  and  began  pro¬ 
ducing  oil  on  his  own  account,  operating  the  lease 
for  a  period  of  three  years  and  then  selling  out  to 
his  mother.  He  next  purchased  a  half  interest  in 
another  property  at  Riterville,  which  he  operated 
for  four  years.  Upon  selling  out  his  interest  in 
this  land  he  acquired  all  the  property  of  R.  J. 
Strait,  situated  in  Rew  City  and  Aiken,  which 
contains  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  valuable 
property,  which  he  still  operates.  Mr.  Daly  has 
been  unusually  successful  as  an  oil  producer, 
and  is  among  the  leading  business  men  of  Brad¬ 
ford.  He  was  one  of  the  first  stockholders  in 
the  McKean  County  Trust  Company,  and  has  been 
on  the  board  of  directors  of  this  prominent  bank¬ 
ing  institution  since  1900.  Among  the  organiza¬ 
tions  to  which  he  belongs  are  the  Bradford  Qub 
and  Oil  Men’s  Qub;  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  in 


which  he  has  held  all  the  offices,  and  is  a  Past 
Grand;  and  St.  Bernard’s  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Daly  married,  in  June,  1904,  Margaret 
Healy,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Healy,  of  Bradford, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Margaret ;  Mary ;  Daniel ;  Thomas,  who  died  at 
two  and  a  half  years,  and  Robert. 


HARRY  A.  ENGLEHART— It  has  often 
been  said  that  “A  prophet  is  not  without  honor 
save  in  his  own  country,”  but  the  career  of  Mr. 
Englehart  proves  that  a  young  man  may,  by  ex¬ 
emplary  character  and  proper  diligence,  achieve 
honor  in  his  native  village,  and  win  substantial 
and  gratifying  success.  He  was  bom  July  10, 
1891,  in  Ebensburg,  Cambria  County,  this  State, 
son  of  Harry  A.  and  Julia  (Bertram)  Englehart. 
The  father  was  for  many  years  postmaster  at 
Ebensburg,  filling  that  position  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  April  9,  1916.  The  son 
passed  through  the  schools  of  his  native  place,  in¬ 
cluding  the  high  school.  Ambitious  and  studious, 
he  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities,  and  resolved 
to  engage  in  the  practice  of  law.  With  this  end 
in  view  he  began  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of 
Judge  Kephart,  now  a  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Cambria  County  January  1,  1915.  At 
once  he  entered  upon  a  general  practice  in  Ebens¬ 
burg,  and  has  continued  to  the  present.  His  place 
in  the  business  and  social  life  of  the  community 
is  assured,  and  he  is  a  director  of  the  American 
National  Bank  of  Ebensburg  and  of  the  Ebens¬ 
burg  Building  &  Loan  Association.  He  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  of  which  he  is 
Grand  Knight,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club  and  the  Ebensburg  Golf  Club.  His  religious 
allegiance  is  given  to  the  Holy  Name  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church,  with  whose  uplighting  influences  he  is 
wholly  in  accord  and  whose  good  works  he  cheer¬ 
fully  fosters. 

Mr.  Englehart  was  married,  May  8,  1919,  in 
Ebensburg,  to  Esther  Davis,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Carolyn;  Fred; 
and  Harry  A.,  Jr. 


FRANK  J.  ATKINS— With  a  background  of 
a  law  course  and  admission  to  practice,  Frank  J. 
Atkins  entered  the  banking  field.  He  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Safe  Deposit  and  Title  Guaranty 
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Company  at  Kittanning,  assuming  at  the  start  the 
positions  of  assistant  cashier  and  trust  officer. 
He  made  a  fine  record  as  a  bank  official,  and  mer¬ 
ited  the  esteem  held  for  him  and  the  confidence 
reposed  in  him  by  his  superiors  and  associates 
and  the  depositors.  He  held  the  two  positions  at 
the  bank  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  which  he  resigned  them,  and  established 
his  own  real  estate  and  insurance  business  in  Kit¬ 
tanning.  By  reason  of  his  very  large  acquaintance, 
and  the  considerable  knowledge  of  financial  details 
in  connection  with  real  estate  transactions,  he  was 
enabled  to  draw  to  his  offices  a  goodly  volume  of 
business  both  in  that  line  and  in  the  insurance 
department.  His  high  standing  for  business  in¬ 
tegrity  and  personal  honor  are  also  valued  assets 
in  his  building  up  a  large  and  desirable  clientele. 
He  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
unexpired  term  of  D.  C.  Mobley  in  1924,  follow¬ 
ing  a  temporary  incumbency  of  that  office,  and  was 
elected  for  the  full  term  of  six  years  in  1925. 

Frank  J.  Atkins  was  born  in  West  Newton, 
Pennsylvania,  April  16,  1887,  a  son  of  J.  M.  and 
Rose  (Heidersdorf )  Atkins,  both  of  his  parents 
living,  the  father  being  engaged  in  the  trade  of 
mechanic.  The  son,  Frank  J.,  received  his  ele¬ 
mentary  and  preparatory  schooling  in  the  public 
schools  of  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  at  the  Kittanning  Academy,  and  studied  for 
one  year  at  Grove  City  College.  Coming  to  Kit¬ 
tanning,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  R.  A.  Mc¬ 
Cullough  and  there  read  law  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  Mr.  McCullough.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1910.  Mr.  Atkins’  long  and  useful  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  bank  official  in  two  most  responsible 
positions  furnished  him  with  a  thorough  equipment 
for  entrance  into  the  real  estate  and  insurance 
field.  This  fact  he  has  amply  demonstrated  to 
clients  and  to  his  friends,  who  have  observed  his 
successful  enterprise  with  kindly  interest.  He  is 
also  treasurer  of  The  Pine  Furnace  Fuel  Company, 
and  he  is  a  director  in  several  other  local  cor¬ 
porations. 

Mr.  Atkins  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  pre¬ 
ferments.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  inclusive  of  all  the  associated 
bodies,  member  of  No.  1  Commandery,  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 


belongs  to  the  Kittanning  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  his  clubs  are  the  Kiwanis  and  the  Kittanning 
Country.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  in  whose  choir  he  has  been  a  singer 
for  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Atkins  married,  March  18,  1914,  Laura 
Montgomery,  a  member  (with  two  bars)  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Atkins  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Elizabeth  Ann,  born  February  22,  1917;  and 
Harry  M.,  bom  May  31,  1921. 


C.  JAY  GOODNOUGH — By  various  occupa¬ 
tions  C.  Jay  Goodnough  has  worked  his  way  to 
his  present  enviable  business  position.  He  started, 
as  so  many  other  American  youths  who  have  risen 
to  prominence  have  done,  on  a  farm,  and  thence 
through  one  branch  of  industry  or  another  to 
become  leaders  in  the  world  of  affairs. 

Mr.  Goodnough  was  born  July  15,  1867,  in 
Whitesville,  New  York,  the  son  of  Lyndon  H. 
and  Elizabeth  D.  Goodnough.  Lyndon  H.  Good¬ 
nough  gave  up  a  prosperous  business  to  join  the 
Union  forces  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
and  served  from  1861  to  the  end  of  the  struggle 
in  1865. 

C.  Jay  Goodnough’s  first  effort  to  earn  his  living 
was  made  by  working  on  a  farm.  At  the  same 
time  he  went  to  school  at  Whitesville,  and  gained 
his  education  while  he  worked.  The  energy  which 
was  later  to  make  him  one  of  the  foremost  men 
of  his  community  was  evidenced  in  this  double 
labor.  When  he  had  advanced  far  enough  in  his 
studies— and  he  was  an  apt  student  and  applied 
himself  diligently — he  procured  a  position  as  school 
teacher.  During  his  off  hours  he  clerked  in  a  store, 
and  in  this  way  founded  the  ground  work  for  his 
business  career.  Always  observant  and  industri¬ 
ous,  it  was  not  long  before  he  felt  himself  capable 
of  operating  a  mercantile  business  of  his  own,  and 
he  thereupon  became  a  merchant.  He  operated 
his  store  with  success,  but  was  constantly  on  the 
alert  for  other  opportunities,  and  when  a  com¬ 
pany  which  operated  bituminous  mines  and  coke 
ovens  in  his  vicinity  were  in  need  of  a  manager, 
he  was  selected  for  the  place.  From  this  position 
he  became  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Emporium 
Iron  company,  and  then  interesting  himself  in 
financial  affairs  he  became  a  director  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Emporium,  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  the  Liberty  Trust  Company,  of  the  same  place. 
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Mr.  Goodnough  has  always  been  interested  in 
politics  for  the  betterment  of  his  community,  and 
has  served  in  several  official  capacities  to  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  his  party.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Borough 
Council  for  nine  years,  prothonotary  register  and 
recorder  for  twelve  years,  and  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  House  of  Representatives,  beginning 
his  tenure  of  office  there  in  1915,  and  slated  to 
remain  until  1927.  In  1923  he  was  Speaker  of  the 
House.  During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Goodnough 
was  effective  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  was  chairman  of  the  Liberty  Loan 
campaigns  in  his  section,  and  gave  much  of  his 
time  to  the  cause  as  a  “four-minute”  speaker.  He 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  of  the  Indepenednt  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows ;  and  he  and  his  family  are  attendants 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Goodnough  married,  November  28,  1899,  in 
Emporium,  Pennsylvania,  Florence  E.  Olmsted, 
daughter  of  Herbert  C.  and  Martha  (Cushing) 
Olmsted. 


FRANKLIN  P.  STRAYER— One  of  the  best 
known  members  of  the  Strayer  family  in  Northern 
Pennsylvania  is  Judge  Franklin  Strayer,  a  lead¬ 
ing  citizen  of  Emporium,  county  capital  of  Cam¬ 
eron  County.  Few  men  hold  such  high  places  in 
the  public  esteem  as  Judge  Strayer,  who  was  at 
one  time  school  director  of  Emporium,  was  a 
councilman,  borough  burgess,  and  who  has  been 
poormaster  of  the  county  seat  since  1905,  and  who 
is  associate  judge  of  the  Cameron  County  courts. 
Judge  Strayer  is  a  leading  lay  churchman  of  the 
borough,  and  he  enjoys  wide  prominence  in  various 
circles,  notably  among  which  are  the  fraternal. 
Judge  Strayer  has  had  a  life  of  achievement,  both 
in  public  office  and  in  business,  and  he  is  to-day 
a  successful  dealer  in  building  supplies  in  the 
county. 

Judge  Strayer  was  born  in  Wayne  Township, 
Clinton  County,  December  1,  1854,  the  son  of 
George  Washington  Strayer,  a  native  of  that 
township,  who  was  born  there  October  22,  1830, 
and  who,  after  a  long  life  of  a  farmer,  died  on 
January  9,  1912,  and  Lydia  (Roorman)  Strayer, 
a  native  of  Dunstown,  Clinton  County,  who  was 
born  there  August  22,  1834,  and  who  died  on  July 
10,  1877.  The  grade  and  high  schools  of  Jersey 
Shore,  in  Lycoming  County,  gave  the  future  judge 
his  education,  while  he  has  gleaned  and  acquired 


the  higher  education  from  life  itself.  Born  on  a 
farm,  he  spent  his  first  twenty  years  on  it,  work¬ 
ing  beside  his  father  in  the  fields.  On  September 
1,  1874,  he  went  to  Montgomery,  where  he  learned 
the  machinist’s  trade,  and  in  1878  he  moved  to 
Williamsport,  where  he  worked  in  a  machine  shop 
until  1891.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Emporium, 
where,  through  his  knowledge  and  experience,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  which,  when 
developed,  practically  changed  the  entire  course  of 
his  life.  With  F.  P.  Rentz,  with  whom  he  has 
been  associated  since  1891,  he  purchased  the 
foundry  and  machine  shop  of  John  Arthur,  and 
with  his  partner  operated  the  shop  under  its 
original  name,  the  Emporium  Machine  Company, 
until  1919.  This  enterprise  was  eminently  suc¬ 
cessful,  and  the  partners  sought  a  new  field  in 
which  to  operate.  In  1919  they  formed  the  Em¬ 
porium  Supply  Company,  devoted  to  supplies  for 
the  building  trade,  and  this  enterprise  has  proved 
to  be  a  most  happy  venture. 

Judge  Strayer  began  to  achieve  prominence  in 
Emporium  but  a  few  years  after  he  had  come  to 
the  borough.  Well  known  in  church  affairs  from 
the  very  beginning,  his  reputation  spread  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  eye  and  ear,  and  in  1894  he  was  made  school 
director  of  Emporium,  an  office  he  held  through 
1895.  Subsequently  he  held  two  terms,  not  suc¬ 
cessively,  as  borough  councilman  and  later  was 
borough  burgess  for  one  term.  Since  1905  he  has 
been  the  municipality’s  poormaster.  In  the  fall 
of  1923  he  was  elected  associate  judge  of  Cameron 
County  for  a  six-year  term. 

Judge  Strayer  has  always  been  eminently  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Republican  Party  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  he  is  a  leader  in  the  Republican  organization 
of  the  county  and  the  county  capital.  Since  1892 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Em¬ 
porium  and  has  been  president  of  that  board  for 
the  past  six  years.  He  is  president  of  the  Men’s 
Bible  Class  and  is  also  the  class  leader.  He  is 
a  member  of  Emporium  Lodge,  No.  382,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  Past  Master; 
and  a  member  of  Emporium  Chapter,  No.  227, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  which  he  is  Past  High 
Priest.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Knapp  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar,  of  Ridgway,  and  he  is 
a  member  of  Emporium  Forest,  Tall  Cedars  of 
Lebanon. 

Judge  Strayer  married  Sarah  Emma  Ruffhead, 
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daughter  of  Thomas  Ruffhead,  born  in  England, 
near  Bedford,  May  19,  1827,  and  who  died  May 
24,  1864,  and  Jane  (Brown)  Ruffhead,  born  in 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  September  22,  1827,  and 
who  died  September  3,  1856  both  of  whom  came 
to  the  United  States  when  very  young.  Mrs. 
Strayer  was  born  in  Jersey  Shore,  Lycoming 
County,  July  6,  1856.  The  Strayers  have  now 
two  children,  four  others  having  died:  1.  Thomas 
Franklin,  who  was  born  in  Williamsport,  Novem¬ 
ber  16,  1887.  2.  Frederick  Hugh,  who  was  born  in 
Emporium,  October  30,  1897.  Those  who  died 
were:  Ray  Edler,  born  January  2,  1884,  died  May 
28,  1894;  Helen  Mary,  born  December  31,  1889, 
died  May  25,  1894;  John  Wesley,  born  in  Em¬ 
porium,  May  10,  1893,  died  December  6,  1893;  and 
Leslie  George,  born  in  Emporium,  June  18,  1895, 
died  January  16,  1896.  The  youngest  surviving 
son,  Frederick  Hugh  Strayer,  founded  the  news¬ 
paper,  “The  Voice,”  a  semi-weekly  newspaper  in 
Cameron  County  on  July  4,  1924,  and  is  now  its 
editor. 


JAMES  DENTON  HANCOCK,  LL.  D.— 

Beginning  life  on  a  farm  in  the  Wyoming  Valley, 
James  Denton  Hancock  has  led  a  distinguished 
career  and  attained  great  eminence  in  his  chosen 
profession  of  the  law. 

The  grandfather  of  James  Denton  Hancock 
came  to  Pennsylvania  from  Maryland  about  1790. 
when  the  pioneer,  Jonathan  Hancock,  a  school 
teacher,  about  twenty-four  years  old,  arrived  in 
Harrisburg,  and  after  a  brief  stay  continued  his 
journey  to  Wilkes-Barre.  He  became  postmaster 
of  Wilkes-Barre,  a  dealer  in  real  estate  and  man¬ 
ager  of  a  bank.  He  married  (first),  in  Har¬ 
risburg,  Catharine  Young,  a  descendant  of  the 
famous  families  of  Foster,  Redsecker  and  Mont¬ 
gomery  through  her  maternal  ancestors.  His  sec¬ 
ond  wife  was  Mary  Wright,  daughter  of  William 
Wright,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  and  by  both  wives  he 
had  many  children. 

From  Jonathan  Hancock  descent  is  through 
James  Hancock,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  second  son  of 
the  founder,  and  his  first  wife,  Catharine  (Young) 
Hancock.  James  Hancock  lived  in  Wilkes-Barre, 
his  birthplace,  until  1827,  when  he  was  thirty-four, 
having  been  born  in  1793.  In  1827  he  moved  to  a 
large  farm  in  Plains,  where  all  his  children  were 
born,  and  which  was  given  to  him  by  his  father. 
After  his  second  marriage  he  moved  to  Wilkes- 


Barre,  and  later  to  Wyoming,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  died  in  1880.  He  married  (first)  Mary  Per¬ 
kins ;  (second)  Elizabeth  Hibler.  Mary  (Per¬ 
kins)  Hancock  was  a  daughter  of  Squire  David 
and  Sarah  (Ferrier)  Perkins,  of  Wyoming,  and 
granddaughter  of  John  Perkins,  of  Fairfield,  Con¬ 
necticut.  During  the  Revolution  he  was  killed  by 
Indians  in  the  Wyoming  massacre  by  an  Indian  of 
the  Seneca  Nation.  Squire  David  Perkins  was 
for  many  years  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Kingston 
Township  Pennsylvania,  and  was  reputed  to  be  the 
largest  land  owner  in  the  Wyoming  Valley.  His 
house,  said  by  certain  authorities  to  antedate  the 
massacre,  and  called  “the  oldest  house  in  the  Val¬ 
ley,”  still  stands  at  Tenth  Street  and  Wyoming 
Avenue,  in  the  borough  of  Wyoming,  and  on  a 
part  of  Squire  Perkins’s  estate.  Sarah  (Ferrier) 
Perkins,  wife  of  Squire  Perkins,  was  a  descendant 
of  that  Thomas  Ferrier  who  came  to  America 
under  the  leadership  of  his  kinsman,  Colonel 
Charles  Clinton,  father  of  George  Clinton,  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  New  York,  who  served  from  1777  to 
I795,  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  and  was  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  in  1805-1809,  the 
second  term  of  Thomas  Jefferson.  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  James  Clinton,  of  the  Continental  Army,  and 
father  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  Governor  of  the  State, 
1817-1828,  was  a  brother  of  George  Clinton. 
Thomas  Ferrier,  of  French  Huguenot  ancestry, 
after  living  for  a  time  on  Long  Island,  removed 
to  Orange  County.  James  and  Mary  (Perkins) 
Hancock  were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and  one 
daughter :  Jonathan,  who  married  Elizabeth  Rey¬ 
nolds;  William,  who  married  Irabella  Brown  Bar¬ 
ker  ;  David  Perkins,  lieutenant -colonel  of  the 
United  States  Army,  married  Maria  Madison,  of 
Florida ;  Sarah  Perkins,  who  married  Dr.  Benja¬ 
min  Fullerton  Miles ;  James  Denton,  of  whom  fur¬ 
ther;  Elisha  Atherton,  major  in  the  Union  Army, 
1861-1865,  who  married  (first)  Julia  Reichard; 
(second),  Lydia  Woodward,  a  descendant  of  Chief 
Justice  Woodward;  (third)  Rose  Gier  Simonton. 

James  Denton  Hancock,  the  fifth  child,  was  born 
on  the  home  farm,  two  and  one-half  miles  from 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsylvania,  June  9,  1837.  He 
passed  the  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life  in  the 
environment  of  his  birthplace,  inspired  by  the 
high  tradition  of  his  patriotic  family.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  district  school  adjoining  the  Hancock 
farm  and  afterwards  walked  to  Wilkes-Barre  to 
attend  the  academy,  often  in  snow  up  to  his 
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knees.  He  shared  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  the 
farmer  boy  of  the  period,  the  privations  and 
the  advantages.  In  1833  the  family  removed  to 
Wilkes-Barre,  and  soon  after  the  old  farm  was 
given  over  to  coal  diggers,  who  extracted  great 
wealth  from  the  seamed  and  gashed  and  disfig¬ 
ured  acres,  so  long  the  scene  of  quietude  and 
beauty.  In  Wilkes-Barre,  the  boy  attended  Wy¬ 
oming  Seminary  as  well  as  the  academy.  After¬ 
wards  he  entered  Kenyon  College,  at  Gambier, 
Ohio.  He  was  graduated  a  Bachelor  of  Arts, 
class  of  1859;  his  alma  mater,  forty-one  years  later, 
conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Laws ;  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  fraternity ;  also  president  of  Alpha 
Delta  Phi  of  his  college.  After  receiving  his  de¬ 
gree  in  1859,  Mr.  Hancock  was  professor  of  math¬ 
ematics  in  the  Western  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  for  two  years.  During  that  period  he 
studied  law  under  William  Bakewell,  and  in  1862 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Allegheny  County.  He 
established  himself  in  practice  in  Pittsburgh,  and 
tried  his  first  case  before  Judge  Mellon  (father  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury),  but  three  years 
later  (1865)  he  located  at  Franklin,  county  seat  of 
Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  centre  of  the  chief 
oil  region  of  the  State,  a  region  where  natural 
gas  also  is  abundant.  The  time  was  unpropitious. 
Franklin  was  cut  off  from  all  railroad  communi¬ 
cation  by  an  unprecedented  flood  in  the  Allegheny 
River.  Oil  sold  at  twenty-five  cents  a  barrel  and 
the  town  appeared  to  be  doomed.  The  law  part¬ 
nership  he  had  formed  was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Han¬ 
cock  began  to  build  up  a  practice  all  alone.  He 
was  successful  to  a  degree,  his  clientele  becoming 
very  large  in  the  course  of  time,  and  he  tried  cases 
in  nearly  every  county  in  Western  Pennsylvania. 
In  1877  he  was  appointed  solicitor  for  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  Railroad,  at  a  later  day  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  Pittsburgh,  Titusville  &  Buffalo 
Railroad.  In  1887  he  was  promoted  to  general 
solicitor  for  the  Western  New  York  &  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad,  a  post  he  resigned  in  1890.  He 
had  reached  the  age  of  sixty-three,  and  had  been 
in  practice  thirty-eight  years.  These  facts  led  him 
to  begin  a  general  withdrawal  from  practice.  He 
surrendered  his  railroad  offices  first  and  in  a  few 
years  had  closed  out  practically  all  business,  save 
as  a  consulting  lawyer,  except  when  called  on  by 
personal  friends.  He  was  able,  learned,  careful 
in  preparation,  and  strong  in  presentation  and  in 


argument,  devoted  to  his  client’s  interest  and  the 
soul  of  honor.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Ex¬ 
change  Bank  of  Franklin,  and  of  the  Pittsburgh, 
Youngstown  &  Ashtabula  Railroad.  He  retains 
the  ownership  of  extensive  farm  and  oil  lands, 
business  blocks  and  other  realty  in  Franklin.  He 
was  a  trustee  of  Kenyon  College,  and  one  of  its 
warmest  friends.  There  he  won  his  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  membership,  and  made  his  bow  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  as  an  orator  on  commencement  day  in  1859, 
deliverying  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  oration  on  “The 
Influence  of  Trade.”  From  that  commencement 
day  address,  Mr.  Hancock  developed  unusual  plat¬ 
form  ability.  All  through  his  career  he  has  been 
a  popular  campaign  speaker,  and  a  powerful  ad¬ 
vocate  of  men  and  measures  which  appeal  to  him. 
He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  1892  was  a 
candidate  for  Congressman-at-Large,  his  opponent 
being  Galusha  A.  Grow,  one  of  Pennsylvania’s 
greatest  statesmen.  In  1896  he  was  nominated  a 
Presidential  elector,  but  not  being  in  sympathy 
with  the  platform  of  the  party,  he  declined  to 
serve.  Indeed,  his  independent  spirit  was  note¬ 
worthy,  and  was  explained  by  him  in  these  words : 

I  have  always  been  a  Democrat  of  the  school  of 
Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe,  Jackson,  and  Cleve¬ 
land,  believing  in  human  equality  and  personal  lib¬ 
erty  as  the  fundamental  principles  upon  which  our 
independence  was  secured;  and,  of  the  rights  of 
the  States  to  control  their  domestic  institutions, 
including  suffrage.  Yet  I  never  have  been  a  blind 
partisan,  because  I  have  learned  that  political 
parties  in  their  desire  for  power  often  forsake  the 
principles  upon  which  they  are  founded.  For  this 
reason  I  did  not  vote  for  either  of  the  Democratic 
candidates  in  i860;  nor  for  Mr.  Bryan  in  1896, 
nor  in  any  of  his  subsequent  campaigns;  nor  for 
Mr.  Wilson  in  1916;  nor  for  Mr.  Cox  in  1920. 
In  their  desire  for  success  they  all  forsook  the 
principles  upon  which  our  institutions  were 
founded,  and  debauched  and  perverted  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  party  which  they  professed  to  rep¬ 
resent. 

In  my  personal  relation  to  my  party  I  have 
never  sought  office,  in  the  belief  that  the  office 
should  seek  the  man,  and  not  the  man  the  office. 
Thus  it  happened  that  I  was  away  from  home 
when  nominated  for  Congress  in  my  district,  con¬ 
sisting  of  the  counties  of  Venango,  Warren,  Mc¬ 
Kean,  Forest,  and  Cameron;  and  thus  it  was 
that  while  I  was  in  complete  sympathy  with  the 
platform  when  nominated  in  the  State-at-large,  I 
refused  to  be  a  candidate,  and  only  accepted  the 
nomination  after  the  committee  had  asked  me  if  I 
would  reject  it  if  I  was  nominated  by  acclamation. 
This  I  could  not  do  without  being  proclaimed  a 
moral  coward. 
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In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  I  think  the  po¬ 
litical  morals  of  the  country  are  deplorable;  cow¬ 
ardice  and  the  desire  for  office  permeate  our  polit¬ 
ical  life.  Many  of  our  churches,  forgetting  the 
injunction  of  the  Master  that  “Unto  Caesar  be¬ 
long  the  things  that  are  Caesar’s,  and  unto  God 
the  things  that  are  God’s,”  are  usurping  the  social 
powers  of  government,  and  proving  by  their  ig¬ 
norance  their  inability  to  perform  its  functions. 

In  1871  Governor  Hoyt  appointed  Mr.  Hancock 
a  trustee  for  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  War¬ 
ren,  and  for  thirteen  years  he  continued  in  that 
office.  He  has  written  extensively  on  questions  of 
economic  import,  and  in  1875  his  pamphlet,  “The 
Evolution  of  Money,”  was  endorsed  and  adopted  by 
the  National  Boards  of  Trade  and  sent  to  all  news¬ 
papers  and  to  all  commercial  exchanges  in  the 
country.  He  also  wrote  “Petroleum  Against  Pro¬ 
tection,”  which  was  endorsed  by  all  free  trade  or¬ 
ganizations,  and  the  Cobden  Club  of  England 
showed  is  appreciation  by  bestowing  a  silver  medal 
upon  the  author  and  electing  him  an  honorary 
member.  Mr.  Hancock’s  family  long  have  been 
members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  faith,  in 
which  he  was  reared.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Franklin  Club  and  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  having  served  as  president-general  of 
the  national  body  of  that  patriotic  order.  With  his 
wife  he  has  been  a  generous  friend  of  the  Franklin 
Public  Library;  and  all  good  causes  claim  his  sup¬ 
port  or  interest.  He  carries  his  almost  ninety 
years  (1837-1925)  with  ease,  and  is  esteemed  and 
beloved  in  the  city  of  Franklin,  where  he  came 
in  1865  at  the  threshold  of  his  career. 

Mr.  Hancock  married  (first)  in  1867,  Ella  C. 
Hitchcock,  of  Pittsburgh,  who  died  in  1874.  He 
married  (second),  two  years  later,  Mary  K.  Hitch¬ 
cock,  her  sister.  He  and  his  first  wife  were  the 
parents  of  Lawrence  P.  Hancock,  a  prominent 
lawyer  in  Buffalo,  New  York;  witli  offices  in  the 
Erie  County  Savings  Bank.  To  the  second  mar¬ 
riage  were  born  two  sons,  who  died  in  early 
childhood,  and  two  daughters.  Ella  C.  married 
Frederick  Williamson,  and  Mary  E.,  resides  with 
her  parents  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania. 


HARRIS  JACOB  BIXLER— An  alert  and 
faithful  representative  of  his  district  in  Congress, 
and  actively  concerned  in  all  matters  relating  to 
his  region,  Harris  Jacob  Bixler  is  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Johnsonburg,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Bixler 
was  born  in  New  Buffalo,  Perry  County,  this 


State,  September  16,  1870.  His  early  education 
was  acquired  in  the  public  schools,  from  which  he 
entered  the  Lock  Haven  State  Normal  School,  and 
from  this  institution  he  went  to  Pott’s  Business 
College.  After  his  formal  studies  Mr.  Bixler 
taught  school  in  Pennsylvania  for  four  years.  He 
is  active  in  all  civic  matters  of  Johnsonburg,  and 
has  been  president  of  its  Council,  president  of  the 
Johnsonburg  Board  of  Education,  mayor  of  the 
city  and  has  served  his  county  as  sheriff  and  treas¬ 
urer.  He  is  interested  in  and  closely  identified  with 
Johnsonburg’s  manufacturing  and  banking  interests 
and  at  present  is  serving  as  a  member  of  Congress 
from  the  28th  Pennsylvania  District.  He  is  a 
director  in  the  Johnsonburg  National  Bank,  and 
has  other  local  affiliations.  During  the  World 
War,  Mr.  Bixler  was  chairman  of  the  Draft 
Board  of  Elk  County.  He  was  prominent  in 
Masonry,  having  attained  the  thirty-second  degree, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
belongs  to  the  Kane  Country  Club,  to  the  Elk 
County  Country  Club,  and  to  the  Congressional 
Country  Club.  In  religion  he  is  a  Presbyterian. 
His  parents  were  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Faulkner) 
Bixler,  and  his  father  was  a  carpenter  and  boat- 
builder. 

At  Penfield,  Pennsylvania,  on  September  26, 
1896,  Mr.  Bixler  married  Jenette  Pray,  daughter  of 
John  W.  and  Mary  (Parker)  Pray.  They  were 
the  parents  of  Alvin  Pray  Bixler,  born  November 
12,  1904. 


SIMON  BURTON  BABCOCK  is  a  young 
lawyer  of  Franklin,  county  capital  of  Venango 
County.  Born  in  Friendship,  Allegany  County, 
New  York,  July  25,  1895,  the  son  of  Charles 
Henry  Babcock,  a  native  of  New  York  State  and 
a  traveling  salesman  now  living  in  Friendship,  and 
Ella  Frances  (Park)  Babcock,  Simon  Burton  Bab¬ 
cock  began  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Lafayette,  Indiana,  whither  his  father’s  work  took 
the  family  when  the  son  was  a  child.  Following 
his  graduation  from  the  Lafayette  High  School, 
young  Babcock  entered  Purdue  University,  Lafay¬ 
ette,  wherefrom  he  was  graduated  in  1917  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  Subsequently,  he 
was  in  the  farming  and  purebred  cattle  business  in 
Friendship,  his  birthplace,  for  several  years.  In 
1921  he  entered  the  Harvard  Law  School,  in  Cam^ 
bridge,  Massachusetts.  In  1924  he  received  his 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  and  shortly  there- 
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after,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Supreme  Court,  and  in  1925  to  the 
bar  of  Venango  County.  In  1925  he  became  associ¬ 
ated  with  John  L.  Nesbit,  a  successful  and  prom¬ 
inent  lawyer  of  Franklin,  and  after  spending  a 
few  months  in  the  latter’s  office,  Mr.  Babcock 
resigned  and  opened  law  offices  of  his  own  in  the 
Hancock  Building,  where  he  remains. 

Mr.  Babcock  is  a  member  of  the  Recreation 
Club  of  Friendship,  of  the  Franklin  Club,  of 
Franklin,  and  of  the  Venango  Country  Club,  of 
Reno. 


EDWARD  NICHOLAS  HAGIN,  M.  D.— It 

is  by  means  of  the  well-established  and  reliable 
practice  of  physicians  of  the  standing  of  Dr. 
Hagin  that  the  prestige  of  Sharon’s  medical  pro¬ 
fession  maintains  its  traditions  of  excellence,  Dr. 
Hagin’s  repute  being  that  of  thoroughly  proven 
ability  as  a  general  practitioner.  A  veteran  of  the 
World  War,  and  called  to  duty  afield  from  his 
home  practice,  he  represented  abroad,  as  in  his  own 
country,  America’s  best  type  of  patriotic  citizen¬ 
ship. 

Dr.  Edward  Nicholas  Hagin,  the  son  of  Charles 
and  Mary  Hagin,  was  born  April  16,  1889,  in 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools.  Preparing  for  his  profession  at  the  Medi¬ 
cal  School  of  Washington  University,  at  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  he  graduated  there  in  the  class  of 
1911,  with  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

In  the  World  War,  Dr.  Hagin  served  as  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  United  States 
Army  during  1918-1919,  with  the  American  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Forces  overseas.  His  fraternal  affili¬ 
ations  are  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows ;  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks;  and  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  and  he 
is  a  Fellow  of  the  American  College  of  Physicians. 
He  is  a  communicant  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church. 

Dr.  Edward  Nicholas  Hagin  married,  April  2, 
1918,  at  Pittsburgh,  Marguerite  Claffey,  daughter 
of  James  and  Mary  Claffey. 


HORATIO  LEE  GOLDEN— Since  1885  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Kittanning,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Horatio  Lee  Golden  is  not  only  one  of  the 
best  known  and  ablest  lawyers  of  that  city,  but 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  various  civic 
movements.  He  is  a  son  of  Edward  S.  and  Sarah 


(Gates)  Golden.  The  elder  Mr.  Golden,  who  was 
a  native  of  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania,  and 
died  October  4,  1900,  was  also  an  attorney  and 
regarded  as  one  of  the  best  that  Armstrong 
County  ever  had.  Mr.  Golden’s  mother  was  a 
native  of  Pittsburgh,  and  died  in  1918. 

Horatio  Lee  Golden  was  born  October  13,  i860, 
in  Kittanning,  where  his  father  was  long  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law.  As  a  boy  he  attended  the 
public  schools  and  Lamber  College  Preparatory 
School,  then  for  a  time  was  a  student  at  St.  Paul’s 
School  in  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  and  finally 
entered  Trinity  College,  in  Hartford,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  where  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1883  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  studied  law 
in  the  office  of  his  father,  Edward  S.  Golden,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  December,  1885,  com¬ 
mencing  the  practice  of  his  profession  the  same 
year  under  his  own  name.  Mr.  Golden  practices 
in  all  the  courts.  In  his  forty  years  of  professional 
experience  he  has  built  up  a  reputation  of  a  high 
order,  and  many  of  the  attorneys  now  practicing 
law  in  the  county  received  their  early  training  in 
his  office,  which  was  considered  one  of  the  best 
possible  schools  for  the  legal  profession. 

In  political  affiliation  Mr.  Golden  is  a  Republican. 
During  the  World  War  he  served  on  the  Legal 
Advisory  Board,  and  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Kittanning  School  Board,  on  which  he  rendered 
valuable  service.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State 
Bar  Association,  and  of  the  Kittanning  Country 
Club,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  and  holds  membership  also  in  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  (honorary)  Fraternity  and  the  Psi  Upsilon 
Fraternity.  His  religious  connections  are  with 
the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  a  vestryman. 

Mr.  Golden  married,  on  October  13,  1887,  Mary 
A.  MacLure,  of  Butler,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Louisa  M.  MacLure,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Janet  M.,  a  graduate  of  Vassar 
College. 


CARL  HENRY  BAILEY,  M.  D.— During  the 
years  since  1916  that  Dr.  Bailey  has  made  a 
specialty  of  the  care  of  the  ear,  nose,  and  throat, 
he  has  attained  a  leading  place  as  a  practitioner  in 
that  important  department  of  anatomy.  Dr.  Bailey 
has  held  positions  of  official  responsibility,  and  he 
is  a  veteran  of  the  World  War;  and  as  a  public 
spirited  citizen  he  enters  heartily  into  every  plan 
for  community  progress  and  welfare. 
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Dr.  Carl  H.  Bailey,  son  of  Myron  Ashur  and 
Wynona  (MacBroom)  Bailey,  was  born  Febru¬ 
ary  7,  1888,  at  Jamestown,  where  he  attended  the 
public  and  high  schools,  and  afterwards  attended 
Allegheny  College.  He  prepared  for  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  the  Medical  School  of  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  graduated 
with  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  the 
class  of  1911.  He  did  post-graduate  work  at  the 
New  York  Post-Graduate  Hospital  and  Medical 
School  and  the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. 
Dr.  Bailey  served  as  interne  at  Mercy  Hospital, 
Pittsburgh,  and  established  himself  as  a  general 
practitioner  from  1911  to  1916.  Since  the  latter 
date,  with  his  offices  at  Sharon,  he  has  specialized 
in  the  care  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat.  Dr. 
Bailey  was  elected  one  of  the  burgesses  of  James¬ 
town,  but  he  resigned  that  office  to  enter  the 
United  States  Army  in  the  World  War;  he  was  a 
captain  in  the  Medical  Corps,  and  was  stationed  at 
Base  Hospital  No.  40. 

Dr.  Bailey  is  a  member  of  the  State  and  County 
Medical  societies;  and  his  fraternal  affiliations  are 
with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  as  a  Past 
Master  of  Adelphic  Dodge,  No.  424,  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  of 
Sharon.  He  also  is  a  member  of  the  Sharon 
Rotary  Club. 


SAMUEL  Y.  RAMAGE— To  find  a  true  love 
of  nature,  a  sincere  appreciation  of  the  arts  and 
a  sympathetic  understanding  of  the  aspirations  and 
needs  of  his  fellows  sharing  the  mind  and  heart 
of  a  successful  American  business  man  is  a  dis¬ 
covery  as  satisfying  as  it  is  rare.  But  such  is  the 
impression  gained  by  all  who  come  into  contact 
with  Samuel  Young  Ramage,  one  of  the  most 
widely  known  and  influential  men  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  son  of  Benjamin  Ramage  (2),  and 
his  wife,  Almira  (Seavey)  Ramage,  both  of  noble 
Huguenot  stock,  whose  immediate  predecessors 
contributed  worthily  to  the  development  of  the 
commonwealth  and  the  upbuilding  of  the  nation. 

The  independence  of  thought  and  determination 
to  overcome  obstacles  that  actuated  his  ancestors 
in  seeking  refuge  in  Ireland  for  the  sake  of  re¬ 
ligious  liberty  shortly  after  the  revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes  by  Louis  XIV,  in  1625,  are  dom¬ 
inant  characteristics  of  this  vigorous  yet  gentle 
Pennsylvanian.  In  that  intrepid  little  band  that  set¬ 
tled  in  Bally  Kelly,  County  Derry,  were  William 


and  Mary  Ramage,  whose  son,  Benjamin  Ramage 
(1),  was  born  on  June  17,  1782.  Early  in  life  this 
young  Benjamin,  having  inherited  the  temerity  of 
his  forebears,  came  to  Philadelphia,  where,  on 
January  30,  1806,  he  married  the  twenty-year-old 
Rebecca  Jane  Young,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Letitia  Young,  a  native  of  Strabane,  County  Ty¬ 
rone,  Ireland.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they  lo¬ 
cated  in  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  where 
their  son,  Benjamin  Ramage  (2)  was  born  April 
29,  1807. 

When  twenty-seven  years  old  Benjamin  Ram¬ 
age  (2)  married  Almira  Seavey,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Josiah  Seavey,  formerly  of  Kenne- 
bunkport,  Maine,  but  then  living  at  Etna,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  whose  lineage  extended  far  into  the  Col¬ 
onial  period.  When  the  rush  to  California  cap¬ 
tured  his  imagination,  and  the  manhood  of  the 
country  in  1849,  young  Ramage  fell  victim  to  the 
gold  fever,  but  instead  of  making  the  trip  across 
the  prairies,  as  was  the  case  with  most  of  the 
“forty-niners,”  he  went  by  boat  to  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  and  when  he  felt  justified  in  terming 
himself  a  successful  pioneer  he  returned  by  the 
same  route.  On  coming  back  to  Pennsylvania  he 
settled  at  New  Brighton,  Beaver  County,  where 
his  son,  Samuel  Young  Ramage,  was  born  on  July 
3,  1853.  Soon  after  this  important  event  he  moved 
to  Enon  Valley,  in  the  same  State,  where  he  died 
when  only  fifty-six  years  old. 

Because  of  the  early  death  of  his  father,  who 
left  only  a  small  estate,  his  own  share  of  which 
the  youth  turned  over  to  his  sisters,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  forced  by  necessity  to  relinquish 
a  college  career  in  order  to  enter  business.  This 
he  did  after  attending  the  public  schools  and  hav¬ 
ing  had  two  years  at  Curry  Institute,  Pittsburgh, 
leaving  the  latter  in  1871.  But  owing  to  the  fact 
that  he  has  always  been  an  omnivorous  reader,  Mr. 
Ramage,  by  his  own  efforts,  has  offset  this  cur¬ 
tailment  of  his  education.  It  was  this  innate  love 
of  the  best  literature  that  in  later  life  caused  him 
to  be  largely  instrumental  in  obtaining  for  Oil 
City,  Pennsylvania,  its  fine  Carnegie  Public  Li¬ 
brary,  and  was  the  chairman  of  the  commis¬ 
sion,  for  he  knew  the  value  of  good  books  in 
helping  to  determine  the  course  of  young  lives. 
His  first  position  after  leaving  the  institute  was 
as  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Green  Line,  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  at  that  time  the  crude  oil  line  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad,  where  he  remained  until  trans- 
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ferred  to  the  general  offices  of  the  Empire  and 
Green  Lines,  at  Oil  City,  on  May  31,  1872.  The 
spring  of  the  previous  year  he  had  driven  from 
Pittsburgh  to  Oil  City,  a  journey  of  three  days, 
and  a  strenuous  undertaking  even  for  those  vig¬ 
orous  times. 

When,  in  1877,  the  Empire  Line  dissolved  from 
the  Green  Line,  Samuel  Young  Ramage  was  made 
the  agent  for  the  former  at  Oil  City,  a  position  he 
retained  until  resigning  in  1881.  Meantime,  he 
had  engaged  in  refining  oil  at  Reno,  Pennsylvania, 
with  A.  L.  Confer  as  his  first  partner,  but  in  1879 
he  went  with  the  newly-formed  Mutual  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  with  which  he  was  connected  until  its  ab¬ 
sorption  by  the  Standard  Oil  Company  in  1895. 
In  March  of  the  following  year  he  went  to  Cin¬ 
cinnati  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  but  later  was  transferred  to  the  New  York 
office  at  No.  26  Broadway,  where  he  remained 
until  his  resignation  in  1899.  As  a  business  man 
this  broad-visioned  descendant  of  the  Huguenots 
has  been  notably  successful,  having  long  been  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  leading  financiers  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  where  his  holdings  in  oil  and  gas  are 
extensive,  in  addition  to  which  he  has  large  min¬ 
ing  interests  in  the  lead  and  zinc  districts  of 
Missouri. 

But  Mr.  Ramage  has  not  made  the  mistake  of 
permitting  business  to  fill  his  mind  to  the  exclusion 
of  less  material  things,  for  since  early  youth  a 
deeply  inborn  love  of  nature  has  sent  him  into  the 
woods  and  fields  for  recreation  and  inspiration. 
His  children  declare  that  among  their  outstanding 
memories  are  those  of  happy  week-end  jaunts  in 
the  country  with  their  keenly  intellectual  father, 
who  pointed  out  to  them  the  various  birds  and 
flowers,  describing  the  distinctive  habits  of  each  in 
words  so  filled  with  poetic  fancy  as  to  lay  hold  on 
their  young  and  vivid  imaginations.  Nothing  an¬ 
noyed  him  more  than  to  see  the  country-side  de¬ 
spoiled  by  vandal  hands,  the  unnecessary  hewing 
of  trees  proving  particularly  obnoxious.  Being  a 
practical  man  of  affairs,  however,  Samuel  Young 
Ramage  was  not  content  to  allow  his  love  of  the 
out-of-doors  to  remain  merely  passive,  construc¬ 
tive  thought  being  an  essential  factor  of  his 
temperament.  This  side  of  Mr.  Ramage 
found  expression  in  the  preservation  of  the 
forests,  culminating  in  the  formation  of  the 
Cook  Forest  Association,  of  which  he  is  president. 
This  organization  is  seeking  to  preserve  Cook 


Forest  and  neighboring  areas  in  Pennsylvania,  the 
last  remaining  primeval  white  pine  forest  east  of 
the  Mississippi  River,  and  which  formerly  cov¬ 
ered  millions  of  acres  on  which  grew  the  finest 
specimens  of  the  world-famous  white  pine. 

Mr.  Ramage  is  richly  endowed  with  a  variety 
of  interests,  and,  parallel  with  a  love  of  nature, 
he  places  a  devotion  to  music,  of  which  he  has  an 
erudite  understanding  and  scholarly  taste.  Also, 
this  practical  and  public-spirited  man  is  much  in¬ 
terested  in  scientific  farming,  not  only  for  his  own 
satisfaction,  but  for  the  benefit  of  his  neighbors. 
He  has  long  advocated  the  establishment  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  a  farm  bureau  with  a  paid  expert  in 
charge  in  order  that  the  entire  district  might  ac¬ 
quire  modern  methods  of  agriculture. 

Being  a  person  of  singularly  modest  disposi¬ 
tion,  for  all  his  sagacity,  it  is  only  the  fortunate 
few  who  know  the  real  value  of  Mr.  Ramage  as  a 
friend  and  citizen  as  well  as  in  the  business  world. 
While  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  he  has  never  sought  public  office,  and  it  is 
only  to  his  family,  his  neighbors  and  his  associ¬ 
ates  in  commerce  that  the  high  integrity  of  his  lov¬ 
able  character  is  fully  revealed.  His  community 
zeal  has  shown  itself  in  his  work  for  the  Oil  City 
Hospital,  of  which  he  was  president  of  the  board  of 
directors  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  to  which 
he  has  made  liberal  financial  gifts.  But  it  is  in 
Grandview  Sanitorium  for  tuberculous  patients, 
which  he  established  and  partly  endowed,  so  that 
the  poor  might  have  proper  treatment,  that  his 
Samaritan  spirit  best  evinces  itself. 

On  June  12,  1879,  Mr.  Ramage  married  Cora 
Evelyn  Hull,  daughter  of  Milton  W.  and  Rebecca 
Jones  (Conarroe)  Hull,  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania, 
to  whom  have  been  born  seven  children :  1.  Flor¬ 
ence  E.,  married  Henry  Logan  Golsan,  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Virginia.  2.  Samuel  Young  (2),  married 
Elizabeth  D.  Saxon.  3.  Louise,  died  young.  4. 
Alfred  Hull.  5.  Ruth  E.,  died  young.  6.  Isabel, 
married  Charles  H.  Maddox.  7.  Benjamin  (3). 
By  his  marriage,  Mr.  Ramage  gained  the  life  com¬ 
panionship  of  a  charming  and  congenial  woman  of 
distinguished  antecedents.  Her  father,  who  was 
the  son  of  John  Hull  (3),  and  Nancy  Gibbs  Hull, 
located  in  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  about  1840,  where 
he  took  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs ;  was  a 
Mason  of  high  degree,  and  an  Odd  Fellow.  He 
became  a  successful  oil  producer,  and  was  burgess 
of  Warren  in  1853,  after  which  he  served  for  a 
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number  of  years  as  councilman.  Milton  W.,  father 
of  Mrs.  Ramage,  also  served  as  burgess  of  War¬ 
ren,  while  his  father  was  councilman,  and  he,  too, 
was  an  oil  producer  of  note. 

The  progenitor  of  the  Hull  family  in  America 
was  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hull,  who  was  born  in  Eng¬ 
land  in  1595,  and  who  matriculated  at  St.  Mary’s 
Hall,  Oxford,  on  May  12,  1612,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  on 
November  14,  1614.  He  was  instituted  rector  of 
Northleigh  in  1621,  from  which  he  resigned  eleven 
years  later,  and  in  1635,  with  his  second  wife, 
Agnes,  seven  children,  three  servants  and  a  com¬ 
pany  of  people  whom  he  had  assembled,  sailed  for 
the  New  World.  The  little  group  settled  at  Wey¬ 
mouth,  Massachusetts,  but  the  next  year  the  Hulls 
went  to  Hingham,  and  the  reverend  head  of  the 
family  afterwards  ministered  at  the  Isle  of  Shoals, 
York,  Oyster  River,  and  again  at  Shoals,  where 
he  died  on  November  19,  1675.  He  was  buried 
at  York,  Massachusetts.  Down  through  the  cen¬ 
turies  the  Hull  family  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  life  of  America,  and  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  through  members  of  the  Society  of  friends, 
the  Hulls  of  that  day  living  in  New  York,  took  an 
important,  although  quiet,  part  in  aiding  the  efforts 
of  the  Quakers  in  mitigating  the  sufferings  of  the 
American  prisoners  held  by  the  British  during  the 
enemy  occupation  of  that,  city. 

It  is  through  her  great-grandfather,  Isaiah  Jones, 
whose  daughter,  Mary  Ann  Jones,  married  Jacob 
Conarroe,  of  Holland  descent,  and  became  the 
mother  of  Rebecca  Jane  Conarroe,  that  Mrs.  Ram¬ 
age  is  a  member  of  the  Putnam  King  Chapter, 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  of  Oil 
City,  Pennsylvania.  This  ancestor  moved  to  War¬ 
ren,  Pennsylvania,  in  1797.  Mrs.  Ramage  has 
always  been  closely  identified  with  the  literary 
and  musical  activities  of  the  town,  having  been 
unceasing  in  her  endeavors  to  make  Oil  City  a 
musical  center;  and  to  this  end  she  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Schubert  Club.  It  is  owing 
largely  to  the  initiative  and  ability  of  Mrs.  Ramage 
that  the  Belles  Lettres  and  Wednesday  Morning 
clubs  came  into  being  and  are  making  their  in¬ 
valuable  contributions  to  the  cultural  life  of  that 
community. 


HENRY  J.  HAYS— Turning  to  the  law  after 
he  had  gained  experience  in  life,  Henry  J.  Hays 
has  practiced  in  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania,  since  he 


attained  his  majority  almost  sixty  years  ago.  He 
was  born  May  5,  1846,  in  Pittsburgh,  the  son  of 
John  Peter  and  Caroline  (Weigand)  Hays.  The 
father  was  a  farmer.  Henry  J.  Hays  attended  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  Kittanning,  and  engaged 
in  business  as  a  clerk,  gaining  experience  in  vari¬ 
ous  offices  in  Armstrong  County,  and  incidentally 
discovering  that  he  possessed  a  natural  aptitude 
for  politics  and  for  the  law.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Armstrong  County  in  1867,  and  has 
practiced  there  continuously  ever  since.  He  has 
held  almost  every  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people 
or  its  representatives  and  has  been  an  office-holder 
for  the  last  fifty  years.  Eight  years  ago  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  since  he  took 
office  he  has  confined  his  activities  to  that  post 
alone.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views, 
and  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

Mr.  Hays  was  married,  in  Kittanning,  in  1882, 
to  Belle  Hague,  who  died  in  1904.  His  offices  are 
located  at  No.  334  East  Market  Street,  Kittanning, 
Pennsylvania. 


DR.  FRED  ALFRED  BELLAND— As  a 

practitioner  of  the  science  of  osteopathy  at  Sharon, 
Dr.  Belland  represents  leadership  in  his  profession 
in  this  State,  wherein  the  excellence  and  skill 
of  his  service  has  received  general  recognition, 
and  the  thoroughness  of  his  work  is  appreciated 
beyond  the  immediate  bounds  of  the  community 
where  he  has  established  his  offices.  He  has  se¬ 
cured  that  confidence  in  his  abilities  that  is  the 
result  as  well  of  a  most  thorough  training  and 
direction  in  one  of  the  leading  schools  of  oste¬ 
opathy.  He  is  the  son  of  Philip  Belland,  a  con¬ 
tractor  residing  at  Escanaba,  Michigan,  and  of 
Delphine  (Provincher)  Belland. 

Dr.  Fred  Alfred  Belland  was  born  August  5, 
1881,  at  Champion,  Michigan,  where  he  attended 
the  public  and  the  high  schools,  afterwards  gradu¬ 
ating  at  the  Michigan  State  Normal  School,  at 
Ypsilanti,  with  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
He  prepared  for  his  profession  at  the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Osteopathy,  where  he  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1918,  with  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Osteopathy,  and  since  that  date  he  has  practiced 
osteopathy  at  Sharon.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
political  matters,  but  has  not  sought  political  office. 
During  the  World  War  Dr.  Belland  was  regi¬ 
mental  director  of  blind  soldiers  at  the  United 
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States  Army  Hospital  No.  7,  at  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land,  until  1919.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  with  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  thirty-second  degree ;  and 
of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Benev¬ 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Loyal 
Order  of  Moose;  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
His  professional  affiliation  is  with  the  American 
Osteopathic  Association;  and  his  religious  faith 
is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Fred  Alfred  Belland  married,  June  7,  1904, 
at  Pittsford,  New  York,  Ethel  Coye,  daughter  of 
Clark  B.  and  Charlotte  (Shumway)  Coye,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Charlotte, 
who  was  born  in  1910;  and  Fred  Clark,  who  was 
born  in  1913. 


GEORGE  JOHNSTON  FEIT  —Schoolteacher, 
soldier,  club  and  fraternal  man,  public  official  and 
lawyer — all  of  these  has  George  Johnston  Feit 
been.  Mr.  Feit,  a  native  of  Indiana  County,  has 
been  its  district  attorney  and  is  now  its  solicitor. 
He  is  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Indiana,  the 
county  capital ;  is  president  of  the  Indiana  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  is  prominently  affiliated  with  a 
dozen  other  organizations;  and  he  is  also  a  Span- 
ish-American  War  veteran. 

George  Johnston  Feit,  the  son  of  John  and  Mary 
Jane  (Johnston)  Feit,  was  born  in  Armstrong 
Township,  Indiana  County,  November  17,  1872. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high  schools 
of  Indiana  and  in  the  Indiana  State  Normal 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1890. 
In  1891  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  in  the 
school  and  in  the  subsequent  two  years  taught 
school  in  Johnstown  and  in  the  borough  of  Indi¬ 
ana.  While  in  the  latter  place  he  read  law  in 
the  office  of  and  under  the  direction  of  Jack  and 
Taylor.  On  July  6,  1896,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Pennsylvania  State  bar  and  since  that  time  he 
has  been  in  active  practice  in  Indiana.  In  1900 
he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Elder  Peelor 
and  L.  M.  Peelor. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Feit  was  elected 
district  attorney  in  1892,  serving  to  1898.  In  1924 
his  firm  was  appointed  county  solicitors  of  Indiana 
County.  Mr.  Feit  served  in  the  Pennsylvania 
State  National  Guard  from  1893  to  1896,  and  was 
in  Company  F  of  the  5th  Regiment.  When  the 
5th  Regiment  became  the  5th  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 


teers  in  the  Spanish-American  War,  Mr.  Feit  was 
with  it. 

Mr.  Feit  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  the  Indiana  County  Bar  Association,  the 
Pennsylvania  Bar  Association  and  the  American 
Bar  Association ;  the  Indiana  Country  Club,  the 
Cosmopolitan  Club,  the  Indiana  Rotary  Club;  the 
Indiana  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  organizers  in  1923  and  of  which  he 
has  been  president  ever  since  its  organization.  In 
October,  1925,  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
Citizens  National  Bank  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Feit  attends  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
Indiana. 

Mr.  Feit  married,  in  Indiana,  July  11,  1915, 
Edith  M.  Smith,  daughter  of  Samuel  A.  and  Sarah 
(Kenter)  Smith. 


FREDERICK  WILLIAM  HAYS,  dean  of 
the  law  profession  in  Venango  County,  and  a  gen¬ 
tleman  known  and  respected  by  all  citizens,  is  en¬ 
titled  to  honorable  mention  among  its  most  credit¬ 
able  representatives,  as  his  life  has  been  practically 
devoted  to  his  chosen  profession  and  the  special 
achievements  which  have  enhanced  his  personal 
reputation  have  been  in  the  line  of  his  calling,  re¬ 
garding  which  he  has  always  held  to  the  highest 
standards,  theoretically  and  in  practice. 

Mr.  Hays  belongs  to  a  noble  family  established 
in  Pennsylvania  shortly  after  the  Revolution,  be¬ 
longing  to  a  group  termed  the  Scotch-Irish,  with 
the  origin  in  Scotland  and  a  brief  sojourn  in  Ire¬ 
land,  before  embarking  for  the  Colonial  province 
of  Pennsylvania.  Their  name  in  the  ancient  days 
was  written  De  La  Haye,  and  De  La  Haya,  but 
was  later  anglicized  Hay  and  Hays.  The  Hay 
coat-of-arms  was  :  Argent,  three  escutcheons  gules, 
to  which  was  added  the  badge  of  office  of  Hay, 
Earl  of  Errol,  Lord  High  Constable  of  Ireland, 
which  was  crossed  arms,  each  hand  grasping  a 
short  sword  and  supporting  the  escutcheon  gules, 
surmounted  by  a  crown. 

William  Hay,  the  progenitor  of  this  line  of  whom 
we  have  definite  account,  was  born  in  Scotland, 
but  during  the  religious  persecution  left  that  coun¬ 
try  and  settled  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland.  He  was 
at  the  siege  of  Derry,  and  endured  all  its  trials 
until  relief  came,  being  separated  from  his  family 
for  twenty-two  months.  His  wife  and  two  small 
children  had  been  among  those  who  had  been  driven 
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to  the  walls,  she  having  been  obliged  to  walk 
with  her  little  ones  twenty  English  miles,  during 
which  their  only  food  was  a  little  oatmeal  which 
she  had  secreted  on  her  person.  A  piece  of  horse- 
hide  purchased  during  the  siege,  for  a  guinea,  just 
before  relief  came,  was  preserved  in  the  family. 
William  Hay’s  children  were:  Martha,  who  mar¬ 
ried  John  Wallace;  and  James,  who  was  born  in 
County  Tyrone,  married,  and  had  children,  of 
whom  was  John. 

John  Hays,  son  of  James  Hays,  was  the  great¬ 
grandfather  of  Frederick  William  Hays,  and  was 
born  in  1740,  coming  to  America  in  1789,  where  he 
arrived  in  Philadelphia  in  September  of  that  year. 
After  spending  the  winter  at  Maytown,  Lancaster 
County,  he  purchased  a  farm  at  the  head  of  Yel¬ 
low  Breeches  Creek,  on  the  Walnut  Bottom  Road 
in  Cumberland  County,  where  he  resided  for  ten  or 
twelve  years.  Unable  to  secure  a  proper  title,  his 
first  payment  of  five  hundred  pounds  was  lost. 
Later  he  bought  three  hundred  acres  in  Path  Val¬ 
ley,  Franklin  County,  where  some  of  his  posterity 
still  reside.  He  lived  there  until  his  death  in  1814, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  In  1766  he  mar¬ 
ried  Eleanor  Leach,  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
and  died  in  1826.  They  were  the  parents  of  a  large 
family  of  children :  Margaret,  who  married  John 
Gibson  ;  Frances,  married  Robert  Patterson;  James, 
married  and  went  to  South  Carolina;  John,  grand¬ 
father  of  Frederick  William  Hays,  of  whom  fur¬ 
ther  ;  Elizabeth,  died  in  childhood  ;  William,  resided 
on  the  old  homestead  at  Path  Valley;  Dickey, 
married  Margaret  Lindsey;  Jennett;  Elizabeth 
(second);  Eleanor,  wife  of  William  Gamble; 
Sarah,  married  John  Little;  and  Jane. 

John  Hays,  son  of  John  and  Eleanor  (Leach) 
Hays,  was  born  October  14,  1771,  in  County  Ty¬ 
rone,  Ireland,  and  died  June  15,  1811,  at  Somerset, 
Pennsylvania.  In  December,  1797,  he  married 
Martha  Wallace,  daughter  of  Captain  Samuel  Wal¬ 
lace,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  his  wife,  Mar¬ 
garet  (Patton)  Wallace,  and  granddaughter  of 
John  and  Martha  (Hays)  Wallace.  Mrs.  Hays 
was  born  April  23,  1773,  in  Allen  Township,  Cum¬ 
berland  County,  and  survived  her  husband  many 
years,  dying  September  25,  1843,  at  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania.  They  had  a  family  of  six  children : 
Samuel  Wallace,  married  Margaret  Moore;  John 
Lutton,  married  (first)  Jane  Gibson,  and  (second) 
Martha  Camblin;  William  Patton,  married  Ros¬ 
anna  Keller;  Margaret;  Eleanor,  died  in  infancy; 


Joseph  Caldwell,  father  of  Frederick  William 
Hays,  of  whom  further. 

Joseph  Caldwell  Hays  was  born  July  4,  1810,  at 
Somerset,  Pennsylvania,  and  educated,  principally, 
at  Harrisburg  Academy.  After  learning  the  trade 
of  a  printer  he  became  associated  with  George 
Fleming,  of  Carlisle,  in  the  publication  of  “The 
Expositor,”  at  that  place.  In  1836  he  removed  to 
Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  made  a  perman¬ 
ent  home,  residing  there  until  his  death,  November 
3,  1891.  Following  his  favorite  profession,  in  July, 
1836,  he  began  the  publication  of  “The  Statesman.” 
Early  in  1841  he  became  postmaster,  but  after 
Harrison’s  death,  he  then  followed  merchandising 
for  several  years.  On  January  13,  1848,  he  brought 
out  the  first  number  of  the  Crawford  “Journal,”  of 
which  he  made  a  success,  himself  continuing  as 
editor  until  1864.  During  this  time  he  had  taken 
considerable  direct  part  in  public  affairs,  having 
been  elected  county  treasurer  in  1859  and  sent  as  a 
delegate  to  the  Republican  National  Convention  in 
i860,  when  Lincoln  was  nominated.  In  1861  he 
received  his  second  appointment  as  postmaster  at 
Meadville,  and  in  1864  he  was  made  assistant 
quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  resigning  re¬ 
luctantly  after  a  few  months’  service,  having  been 
incapacitated  by  an  accident  at  Chambersburg.  He 
had  previously  been  aide-de-camp  under  Governors 
Pollock  and  Curtin,  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  In 
1872  he  was  appointed  post  office  inspector,  serving 
in  that  capacity  until  1883,  and  during  that  period 
visiting  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  In  1873, 
after  unearthing  a  deficiency  in  the  post  office  at 
New  Orleans,  he  was  put  there  as  postmaster  until 
a  regular  appointment  could  be  made.  True  to  his 
convictions,  he  had  in  this  case  reported  the  de¬ 
falcations  against  the  urgent  advice  of  Republicans 
who  feared  the  effect  of  exposure  of  malfeasance 
of  friends  in  office.  The  true  condition  of  affairs 
had  been  kept  obscured  for  some  time,  and  he  was 
warned  not  to  make  the  exposure  in  case  his  ex¬ 
aminations  disclosed  it,  but  he  did  his  duty  regard¬ 
less  of  the  effect  on  his  party,  causing  an  upheaval 
which  cast  opprobrium  on  the  Republican  organi¬ 
zation  in  that  section  of  the  South  which  took 
years  to  overcome.  It  was  a  trial  which  few  men 
would  have  had  the  courage  to  face,  and  it  was 
typical  of  him  that  he  carried  it  through.  Mr. 
Hays  continued  to  be  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
social  and  political  life  of  Meadville  to  the  end  of 
his  days,  and  never  really  severed  his  connection 
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with  the  newspaper  world,  being  presented,  on  July 
27,  1886,  with  a  gold-headed  cane  to  commemorate 
the  completion  of  his  half-century  of  work  therein. 
For  many  years  he  was  an  elder  in  the  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  of  Meadville. 

At  Meadville,  April  17,  1838,  Mr.  Hays  married 
Anna  Maria  Betts,  born  October  13,  1808,  and  died 
February  20,  1892.  To  this  union  six  children  were 
born :  1.  John  Betts,  who  served  with  distinction 

in  the  Civil  War,  married  Fannie  Mead,  daughter 
of  Alexander  J.  Mead  and  granddaughter  of  Gen¬ 
eral  David  Mead,  founder  of  Meadville.  2.  Sam¬ 
uel  Wallace.  3.  Frederick  William,  of  whom  for¬ 
ward.  4.  Anna  Elizabeth,  married  David  Compton 
Dunn.  5.  Joseph  Wallace.  6.  Wilson  Dick,  mar¬ 
ried  Ida  M.  Stewart. 

Through  his  maternal  line,  Frederick  William 
Hays,  born  March  17,  1842,  at  Meadville,  is  de¬ 
scended  from  Thomas  Betts,  one  of  the  three 
brothers  who  settled  in  Guilford,  Connecticut,  in 
1650.  He  had  a  son  James,  who  married  Rebecca 
Taylor.  He  had  a  son  Benjamin,  who  married 
Abigail  Lockwood,  their  children  being :  Ebenezer, 
Elias,  Eliphalet,  Abigail,  and  Dolly.  Of  these 
Ebenezer  Betts  married  Sally  Gregory,  of  Nor¬ 
walk,  Connecticut,  and  had  children:  Caroline, 
Elizabeth,  Matilda,  Anna  Maria,  and  Frederick 
Gregory.  Mrs.  Sally  (Gregory)  Betts  was  de¬ 
scended  from  Matthew  Gregory,  who  settled  in 
Norwalk,  Connecticut,  and  had  a  son,  Deacon  Mat¬ 
thew  Gregory,  who  had  sons :  Ezra,  Isaiah,  and 
Matthew.  Ezra  Gregory  married  Hannah  Betts, 
and  had  children  as  follows :  Abram,  Ezra,  Mat¬ 
thew,  Hannah,  Moses,  Ira,  Levi,  Sally,  wife  of 
Ebenezer  Betts;  and  Benjamin. 

Frederick  William  Hays  received  an  excellent 
education,  taking  his  collegiate  course  at  Allegheny 
College,  where  he  graduated  in  June,  1861.  During 
the  next  few  years  Mr.  Hays  did  some  reportorial 
and  editorial  work  on  his  father’s  paper,  and  in 
1868  became  assistant  assessor  of  internal  revenue 
under  his  brother,  John  B.  Hays,  the  assessor  for 
the  district,  devoting  some  months  to  the  duties  of 
this  position  at  Oil  City.  Meanwhile  he  had  com¬ 
menced  the  study  of  law  with  Derickson  and 
Brawley,  of  Meadville,  and  on  September  20,  18^0, 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Crawford  County 
courts,  receiving  admission  to  the  Venango  County 
bar  in  October  of  the  same  year.  On  April  10, 
1871,  he  located  at  Oil  City,  where  he  has  been  in 
active  practice  ever  since.  The  first  case  which 
Mr.  Hays  had  involved  the  ownership  of  a  pig 


worth  three  dollars,  the  litigants  being  Thomas 
McCash,  plaintiff,  whose  lawyer  was  James  Dor- 
worth,  another  young  attorney,  and  Alexander 
Cameron,  whose  cause  was  handled  by  Mr.  Hays. 
Many  witnesses  gave  testimony  before  the  squire, 
the  peculiarities  of  that  pig  being  described  with 
wonderful  minuteness,  and  the  deciding  testimony 
was  the  substantiation  of  a  few  freckles  on  the 
pig’s  back.  Judgment  was  accorded  the  plaintiff. 
Such  was  the  modest  beginning  of  a  career  devoted 
to  useful  and  serious  legal  labors.  In  1871  Mr. 
Hays  was  commissioned  notary  public,  serving  as 
such  until  he  went  to  the  Legislature.  In  1874  he 
became  city  solicitor,  filling  the  position  for  ten 
years,  during  part  of  which  time  the  city  was 
governed  under  the  charter  as  re-written  by  him. 
Oil  City  had  received  its  first  charter  in  1871,  and 
this  in  1872  was  redrawn  by  Mr.  Hays,  by  action 
of  the  Legislature,  becoming  a  new  charter,  which 
served  its  purpose  until  1881,  when  the  general  law 
regulating  cities  of  the  third  class  superseded  it. 
In  connection  with  this  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
Mr.  Hays  has  continued  to  be  a  close  student  of 
the  law  all  his  life,  and  he  was  yet  in  the  early 
part  of  his  legal  career  when  he  compiled  a  digest 
of  the  various  acts  of  the  Legislature  affecting 
cities  of  the  third  class,  a  work  of  value  and  con¬ 
venience  for  reference  which  has  received  copious 
commendation  at  the  hands  of  many  leading  jurists. 

Mr.  Hays  has  served  two  terms  in  the  State 
Legislature,  having  been  first  elected  in  1888  and  re¬ 
elected  in  1890  on  the  Republican  ticket.  It  is 
noteworthy  that  the  first  resolution  introduced  in 
the  Legislature  looking  to  the  submittal  of  a  pro¬ 
hibition  amendment  was  presented  during  his  first 
session  and  he  voted  for  it;  and  previous  to  a 
special  election  to  pass  on  such  an  amendment  his 
voice  was  heard  in  earnest  advocacy  of  its  accept¬ 
ance.  In  the  second  session,  Mr.  Hays  served  as 
chairman  of  the  Reapportionment  Committee,  to  re¬ 
apportion  House  members,  the  bill,  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  presented,  becoming  a  law,  while  one  affect¬ 
ing  the  Senate  was  defeated  in  the  Senate.  Mr. 
Hays  was  also  one  of  the  twenty  chosen  as  a  steer¬ 
ing  committee,  whose  activities  resulted  in  more 
systematic  and  harmonious  legislative  action  by  his 
party. 

When  he  assumed  the  duties  of  a  legislator,  Mr. 
Hays  formed  a  legal  partnership  with  John  L-  Mat¬ 
tox,  which  lasted  five  years,  but  generally  he  has 
preferred  to  practice  alone.  He  has  served  a  num¬ 
ber  of  times  on  the  City  Council,  was  president  of 
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that  body  in  1910  and  1911,  and  was  city  solicitor 
for  two  years,  1914  and  1915.  While  he  was  serv¬ 
ing  in  the  latter  capacity,  the  council  passed  an 
ordinance  compelling  all  companies  using  low  ten¬ 
sion  wires  to  place  them  in  a  conduit  which  had 
been  laid  by  the  Petroleum  Telephone  Company. 
One  company  refused  upon  the  ground  that  the 
city  could  not  compel  them  to  make  such  use  of  a 
private  conduit,  and  was  sustained  in  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  but  the  decision  was  reversed  in 
the  Superior  Court  and  the  ordinance  upheld.  In 
his  private  practice  Mr.  Hays  has  been  equally 
courageous  in  upholding  the  rights  of  his  clients 
against  adverse  decisions  in  the  lower  courts  when¬ 
ever  he  felt  an  honest  interpretation  of  the  law 
would  justify  his  stand. 

Realizing  the  value  of  developing  sections  of 
well  conducted  building  and  loan  associations,  en¬ 
couraging  the  ownership  of  property  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  substantial  homes,  Mr.  Hays  has 
devoted  much  time  to  the  study  of  their  legal 
problems  and  to  the  promotion  of  such  enterprises 
in  his  own  community.  He  has  been  solicitor  for 
local  organizations  of  that  kind  since  1872,  and  has 
helped  to  organize  seven  different  associations, 
making  it  possible  for  hundreds  of  people  of  mod¬ 
erate  means  in  Oil  City  to  own  their  own  homes 
and  creating  a  thrift  class  which  raises  the  stand¬ 
ard  of  living  and  citizenship  appreciably.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Realty  Company.  For  fifteen 
years  he  has  been  attorney  for  the  Oil  City  Trust 
Company.  Though  he  has  made  some  good  local 
investments,  Mr.  Hays  has  found  his  material  suc¬ 
cess  principally  through  professional  channels.  His 
earlier  investments,  in  oil  property  and  stocks, 
were  not  particularly  fortunate,  though  they  proved 
profitable  eventually,  and  his  subsequent  financial 
ventures  have  been  in  fields  where  there  is  less 
fluctuation  in  values  and  more  satisfaction  to  the 
investor  not  actively  associated  with  operations. 

Mr.  Hays,  like  his  father,  has  been  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  having  been 
an  elder  of  the  First  Church  of  that  denomination 
in  Oil  City  since  June  3,  1877.  For  more  than  half 
a  century  he  was  active  as  a  worker  in  the  Sabbath 
School,  having  taught  a  class  throughout  that 
period  except  for  the  two  years  he  served  as  super¬ 
intendent.  During  this  period  Mr.  Hays  has  co¬ 
operated  heartily  in  all  church  enterprises,  support¬ 
ing  them  with  his  means  and  giving  freely  of  his 
time  and  labor,  and  he  has  participated  in  the 
wider  work  of  the  denomination,  having  served 


several  times  in  the  Erie  Presbytery,  from  which 
he  was  twice  sent  to  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  has  also  represented  the  Presbytery  thrice  in 
the  General  Assembly,  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  in 
1882;  at  Los  Angeles,  California,  in  1904,  and  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1925.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
Scottish  Rite  Mason,  affiliated  with  the  Petrolia 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Oil  City, 
the  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  the  Command- 
ery,  Knights  Templar,  and  the  Lodge  of  Perfec¬ 
tion.  He  has  served  as  a  director  of  the  Oil  City 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 

On  June  12,  1873,  Mr.  Hays  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Lashells,  of  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  born 
November  26,  1850,  daughter  of  George  Edward 
and  Eliza  (Baskin)  Lashells,  and  sister  of  Dr. 
Theodore  B.  Lashells,  well  known  throughout 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania.  Of  their  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Bessie,  bom  June  13,  1875,  died  March  19, 
1881.  John  Lashells,  born  May  24,  1878,  graduated 
from  Washington  and  Jefferson  College  in  1901 ; 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1903;  for  two  years 
practiced  with  his  father;  his  health  making  a 
change  of  climate  advisable,  he  removed  in  1906, 
to  Bartlesville,  Oklahoma,  and  became  legal  ad¬ 
viser  and  real  estate  manager  for  the  Barnsdale 
Oil  Company,  to  which  position  he  has  since  applied 
most  of  his  energies,  being  now  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  corporation  of  the  South  Penn 
Oil  Company,  one  of  the  leading  producers  in  the 
United  States,  with  headquarters  at  Pittsburgh. 
On  December  21,  1906,  John  L.  Hays  married 
Maude  Walker,  of  Bartlesville,  and  they  have  two 
children:  Frederick,  born  January  28,  1908;  and 
Catharine  Elizabeth,  born  July  8,  1915. 


THOMAS  H.  KERVIN— One  of  the  oldest 
and  most  important  oil  producers  in  the  Bradford 
oil  fields,  Mr.  Kervin  enjoys  the  respect  and  es¬ 
teem  of  an  exceptionally  large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances,  as  much  for  his  remarkable 
knowledge  of  the  oil  business  and  its  many  in¬ 
tricacies  as  for  his  fine  personal  qualities.  He 
was  born  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada, 
September  7,  1849,  a  son  of  Patrick  Kervin,  but 
came  to  the  United  States  in  his  early  manhood 
and  has  been  a  resident  of  this  country  ever 
since. 

Thomas  H.  Kervin  became  interested  in  the  oil 
business  as  a  young  man  and,  immediately  after 
having  left  his  native  Canada,  went  to  several 
centers  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  oil  fields,  in- 
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eluding  Shamburg,  Venango  County;  Titusville, 
Crawford  County;  Petroleum  Center,  Venango 
County;  and  other  towns.  The  first  producing 
well  owned  by  him  was  located  at  Triumph,  and 
having  operated  it  for  a  short  time,  he  sold  out 
to  Patch  &  Mason.  He  then  went  to  Carson  City, 
Butler  County,  and  engaged  in  contract  drilling, 
one  of  his  many  important  operations  of  this  type 
being  the  drilling  of  wells  on  the  Butler  farm 
for  Captain  Peter  Grace,  an  important  figure  in 
the  oil  fields  at  that  time.  Having  spent  about 
eleven  years  in  the  Butler  oil  fields  he  came  to 
Bradford,  McKean  County,  in  1880,  and  has  been 
a  resident  of  this  town  ever  since.  From  then  on 
his  activities  as  an  oil  producer  have  centered  in 
the  Bradford  fields,  but  he  has  also  operated  at 
Summit  City,  McKean  County,  and  in  the  Alle¬ 
gany  oil  fields  in  New  York  State,  as  well  as 
around  Bolivar,  Allegany  County,  New  York. 
In  more  recent  years  his  principal  production  has 
been  centered  at  Knapp  Creek,  Cattaraugus 
County,  and  at  South  Bradford,  McKean  County. 
Mr.  Kervin  has  been  very  successful  in  many  of 
his  operations  and  is  a  leading  figure  in  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  oil  industry.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Oil  Men’s  Club,  while  his  relig¬ 
ious  affiliations  are  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  and  more  particularly  with  St.  Bernard’s 
Church,  of  Bradford,  of  which  he  is  a  devout  at¬ 
tendant,  and  to  the  charities  of  which  he  con¬ 
tributes  freely. 

Mr.  Kervin  married  Clara  Hartman,  whose 
father  participated  in  the  historic  gold  rush  to 
California  in  1849.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kervin  were 
the  parents  of  five  children:  Joseph;  Thomas 
H.,  Jr.;  Leo  J.;  Clara,  wife  of  Emanuel  Daily; 
Margaret,  a  member  of  the  religious  order  Sisters 
of  Providence,  and  stationed  at  the  motherhouse  at 
St.  Mary-of-the-Woods,  Vigo  County,  Indiana. 
The  family  residence  is  located  at  No.  141  Con¬ 
gress  Street  Bradford. 


EVAN  JOHN  JONES,  former  member  of 
the  United  States  House  of  Representatives  and 
a  well  known  lawyer  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  in  Shamokin,  Pennsylvania,  October  23, 
1872,  the  son  of  A.  E.  Jones,  a  miner,  and  Ann 
Jones,  both  natives  of  Wales. 

Evan  John  Jones  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Shamokin,  in  the  Clarion  Normal  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1892,  and  in  the 
law  school  of  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  from 


which  he  was  graduated  in  1896  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws. 

Admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  bar  in  1896, 
he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  has 
been  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  Jones  and 
Wick.  He  is  interested  in  a  number  of  large 
industries  and  is  general  manager  of  the  Spruce 
Falls  Company,  pulp  manufacturing  concern,  with 
offices  in  Kapushasing,  Canada,  and  general  offices 
in  Neenah,  Wisconsin,  and  director,  and  general 
counsel  of  Emporium  Companies. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  stockholder  in  several  banks.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  United  States  Congress  in  its 
sixty-sixth  and  sixty-seventh  sessions. 

Mr.  Jones  belongs  to  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  to  the  Bradford  Club,  the  Bradford  Coun¬ 
try  Club,  and  the  Bradford  Gun  Club. 

He  married  Luella  M.  Sykes,  daughter  of  Joshua 
and  Rebecca  Sykes,  in  Bradford,  April  21,  1897. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  have  four  sons :  1.  A.  L. 

Jones,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 
2.  J.  Paul  Jones,  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  3.  Edward.  4.  John. 


HARRY  LLEWELLYN  BACKUS— This 
good  old  English  name  has  a  long  background,  in¬ 
deed.  In  fact,  the  family  traces  its  ancestry  to 
Egbert,  first  King  of  England,  and  even  to  the 
remoter  time  of  Cedric,  who  was  first  King  of  the 
West  Saxons,  and  if  legend  is  to  be  believed,  it 
goes  very  much  further  into  antiquity,  for  Cedric 
claimed  to  have  been  a  lineal  descendant  of  the 
eldest  son  of  Noah.  However  this  may  be,  the 
name  has  been  borne  by  prominent  men  in  England 
and  America  during  historic  times,  and  Harry  L. 
Backus  can  be  mentioned  as  one  of  the  outstand¬ 
ing  members  of  the  family. 

Harry  Llewellyn  Backus  was  the  son  of  Frank 
Ward  and  Flora  A.  (Hamlin)  Backus.  Frank 
Ward  Backus  was  well  and  favorably  known  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  spent  his  early  life.  He 
was  born  May  8,  1842,  and  at  an  early  age  was 
adopted  by  his  uncle,  Seth  A.  Backus,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter’s  wife,  Matilda  (Goodwin)  Backus,  and  brought 
to  Smethport,  Pennsylvania,  at  the  age  of  six  years. 
He  was  educated  in  the  Smethport  public  schools, 
and  then  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  becoming 
a  successful  agriculturist.  He  was  always  active 
in  Republican  politics,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in 
the  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife  was  the  daughter 
of  Asa  Darwin  Hamlin,  a  well  known  civil  en- 
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gineer.  The  children  of  Frank  Ward  and  Flora 
A.  (Hamlin)  Backus  were:  Mattie,  and  Harry 
Llewellyn,  of  whom  further. 

Harry  Llewellyn  Backus  was  born  in  Smethport, 
September  13,  1872.  He  gained  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  but  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  go  to 
work.  He  found  a  position  with  the  “McKean 
County  Miner,”  and  began  to  learn  typesetting.  At 
that  time,  in  1888,  the  “Miner”  was  edited  by  Colo¬ 
nel  Lucius  Rogers,  who  founded  the  paper  in  1863, 
but  who  later  sold  it  to  Bert  Olson.  Mr.  Backus 
was  quick  to  learn  the  art  of  printing,  and  was 
with  the  “Miner”  for  several  years.  He  left  to  join 
the  force  of  the  “McKean  County  Democrat,”  re¬ 
maining  with  that  paper  for  a  year,  and  then  came 
back  to  the  “Miner.”  He  became  proficient  in  all 
branches  of  newspaper  work,  and  on  February  1, 
1900,  he  was  in  a  position  to  buy  the  entire  plant. 
He  took  it  over,  and  under  his  management  it 
became  one  of  the  foremost  publications  of  Nor¬ 
thern  Pennsylvania,  and  a  big  financial  success. 
The  paper  was  for  a  long  time  a  leader  in  the  up¬ 
holding  of  Republican  policies,  but  when  Theodore 
Roosevelt  formed  the  Progressive  Party  in  1912, 
Mr.  Backus  changed  his  paper’s  policy  and  came 
out  boldly  for  the  Progressives. 

Mr.  Backus  was  always  personally  interested  in 
the  progress  of  the  community,  and  aided  it  in 
every  way,  besides  doing  a  great  deal  with  his 
paper  as  an  instrument  for  his  constituents’  ad¬ 
vancement.  He  was  financially  interested  in  sev¬ 
eral  Smethport  enterprises,  one  of  which  was  the 
Backus  Novelty  Company,  of  which  he  was  a 
director.  In  1905  he  was  secretary  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  for  one  term,  and  later  was  chief 
burgess  of  Smethport.  He  stood  high  as  a  Mason, 
belonging  to  McKean  County  Lodge,  No.  388,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  and  held  all  the  degrees  of 
the  Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot- 
tist  Rite,  including  the  thirty-second  degree.  He 
was  also  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  belonging 
to  Zem  Zem  Temple,  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  Bradford  Lodge,  No.  284, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Smethport  Fire  Department ;  and  of  the 
Central  Club;  and  a  charter  member  of  the  bene¬ 
ficial  order.  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  In 
religion  he  was  an  Episcopalian,  and  had  many 
friends  in  church  circles,  besides  uncounted  num¬ 
bers  among  all  creeds,  all  of  whom  were  deeply 


grieved  at  his  death,  January  9,  1924,  which  fol¬ 
lowed  a  period  of  poor  health,  extending  over  nine 
years. 

Mr.  Backus  married,  September  11,  1907,  Lillian 
Winifred  Shattuck,  who  now  owns  and  ably  edits 
the  newspaper  which  her  husband  had  brought  into 
such  prominence.  Mrs.  Backus  was  born  in  Wells- 
ville,  New  York,  December  22,  1883.  She  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  Cherry  Creek,  New  York,  and  Oberlin 
Conservatory  of  Music,  Oberlin,  Ohio.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Frederick  J.  and  Clarissa  (Richmond) 
Shattuck.  Frederick  J.  Shattuck  was  born  in 
Oswayo,  Potter  County,  Pennsylvania,  September 
22,  1862,  but  removed  to  Linesville,  Crawford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  is  a  successful 
merchant.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Independence, 
New  York,  born  November  3,  1863.  The  children 
of  Mt\  and  Mrs.  Backus  are:  Clarissa  Grace, 
born  in  Smethport,  September  26,  1909;  Harry 
Llewellyn,  born  in  Smethport,  November  25,  1911; 
and  William  Frederick,  born  in  Smethport,  Janu¬ 
ary  25,  1914. 


ELIZABETH  MAY  SWYERS— The  ancient 
office  of  prothonotary  has  been  retained  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  the  incumbents  have  been  men  of 
dignity  and  weight,  such  as  the  present  Senator 
Marshall  Phipps,  who  held  the  office  several  years 
ago.  Great  common  sense,  impartiality,  clear  un¬ 
derstanding,  and  painstaking  exactness  are  pre¬ 
requisites  for  the  work.  It  is  rare  for  such  an 
office  to  be  bestowed  on  a  woman.  Elizabeth  May 
Swyers  was  a  pioneer  in  that  respect,  and  has  been 
deputy  prothonotary  since  1901. 

Elizabeth  M.  Swyers  was  born  in  Jackson  Cen¬ 
ter,  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania,  August  24,  1882, 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Swyers) 
Westhoven.  Her  father  was  the  son  of  William 
and  Sidney  Ann  Westhoven.  Her  mother  was  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  Swyers  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
(Myers)  Swyers.  Owing  to  the  very  early  death 
of  her  parents,  Elizabeth  May  Swyers  was  raised 
by  her  uncle  and  aunt  (whose  name  she  bears), 
Henry  C.  and  Margaret  R.  Swyers.  Mr.  Swyers 
was  long  employed  by  the  Atlantic  Refining  Com¬ 
pany.  Every  happiness  and  care  that  could  be  given 
to  a  little  girl  by  her  father  and  mother  was  lav¬ 
ished  on  Miss  Swyers  by  the  kindly,  affectionate 
relatives  who  gave  her  a  home  and  family  from 
her  infancy,  almost.  She  received  a  good  common 
school  education  in  the  Franklin  schools,  and  be- 
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came  self-supporting  by  employment  in  the  office  of 
the  prothonotary.  She  gave  flawless  service  to 
four  office  holders,  as  deputy  prothonotary,  an 
office  which  she  has  held  since  1901.  She  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  party  affiliation,  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Miss  Swyers  has 
never  married,  and  has  devoted  to  her  work  the 
time  and  energy  and  ambition  given  by  her  domestic 
sisters  to  their  homes. 


THOMAS  RAY  THORNE,  prominent  in  the 
city  of  Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  is  cashier  of  the 
Greenville  National  Bank.  Having  a  large  ac¬ 
quaintanceship  among  the  depositors  of  this  insti¬ 
tution,  he  is  generally  liked,  and  he  has  attained  to 
his  present  office  of  trust,  not  alone  through  his 
personality,  but  through  splendid  industry. 

A  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  Mr.  Thorne  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  on  the  completion  of  his  col¬ 
legiate  courses  entered  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Greenville,  in  the  capacity  of  bank  messenger.  His 
industry,  intelligence  and  integrity  were  such  that 
he  was  promoted  from  one  post  to  another  during 
a  period  of  over  a  decade  and  a  half,  until  in  1914 
he  was  elected  to  his  present  position  with  the 
Greenville  National  Bank.  Mr.  Thorne  has  always 
taken  a  keen  interest  in  public  affairs,  especially 
along  educational  as  well  as  financial  lines,  and  his 
services  to  his  locality  have  been  many  and  valu¬ 
able.  His  personality  is  one  that  makes  him  many 
friends,  and  his  membership  in  fraternal,  civic, 
financial,  and  social  organizations  have  been  marked 
by  a  generosity  of  service  and  of  means  that  have 
won  for  him  the  gratitude  and  respect  of  many  of 
his  associates.  He  can  always  be  counted  upon  to 
help  in  any  cause  of  need,  and  he  stands  to-day  one 
of  the  helpful,  successful,  and  esteemed  citizens  of 
this  district. 

Thomas  R.  Thorne  was  born  July  18,  1875,  at 
Hampfield  Township,  Mercer  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  son  of  Thomas  and  Helen  Louise  (Mande- 
ville)  Thome,  highly  respected  members  of  the 
community  where  they  lived,  his  father  being  a 
farmer.  The  son  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Greenville,  and  carried  on  his  education  at  the 
High  School  of  this  city,  graduating  in  1894,  and 
completing  his  study  at  the  Corry  Commercial  Col¬ 
lege  a  year  later.  The  banking  business  attracted 
him  even  as  a  boy,  and  it  was  not  surprising  to 
those  who  knew  him  that  he  should  choose  to  enter 


the  First  National  Bank  of  Greenville,  in  1897,  as 
a  messenger.  He  remained  with  this  institution  for 
seventeen  years,  and  he  was  elected  cashier  of  the 
Greenville  Bank  in  1914.  Matters  of  education 
have  always  claimed  attention  from  Mr.  Thorne, 
and  at  the  present  time  he  is  serving  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Education.  He  is  a  Democrat 
by  political  preference,  though  a  busy  career  has 
prevented  his  taking  office.  He  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  and  finds 
time  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  organization  and 
fraternal  work  of  these  groups.  He  is  prominently 
identified,  as  a  member  of  the  American  Bankers’ 
Association,  with  the  activities  of  local  banks  in 
his  State,  and  in  addition  to  membership  in  the 
Rotary  Club,  he  belongs  to  the  Country  Club  of 
Greenville  and  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Thomas  R.  Thorne  married,  October  11,  1907,  at 
Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  Areta  Graham  Johnston, 
daughter  of  William  and  Areta  (Graham)  John¬ 
ston,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter, 
Helen  Areta,  born  June  16,  1912. 


JOHN  BARTLEY  — Prominent  as  one  of  the 
best  known  oil  producers  of  the  Bradford  oil 
fields  and  as  a  citizen  whose  public-spirited  activity 
in  local  projects  has  contributed  much  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  community.  John  Bartley,  who  died 
May  30,  1924,  will  long  be  deeply  missed  in  the 
section  with  which  he  was  so  closely  identified.  He 
was  the  son  of  George  Bartley,  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  Butler  County,  and  also  a  far¬ 
mer.  The  elder  Mr.  Bartley  died  in  Butler  County, 
leaving  six  sons:  James;  John,  of  whom  further; 
Robert,  Frank,  George  and  Oliver. 

John  Bartley  was  born  at  Butler,  Pennsylvania, 
February  10,  1859,  and  grew  up  in  Butler  County, 
attending  the  public  schools  there  and  assisting  his 
father  upon  the  farm.  He  came  to  Bradford 
about  1880,  and  for  a  short  time  was  engaged  as 
an  oil  worker,  then  became  an  oil  well  contractor, 
doing  a  great  deal  of  work  for  John  McKeown. 
During  this  period  he  and  Harry  Shulis  purchased 
the  Jennings  oil  lease  near  Bingham,  and  the  two 
men  also  engaged  in  the  chemical  business  on  a 
partnership  basis.  They  were  in  this  business 
from  1898  until  1922,  and  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Shulis.  Mr.  Bartley  purchased  his  share  of  the 
concern  from  his  widow  and  carried  on  the  under- 
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taking  alone.  His  oil  interests  became  more  and 
more  important;  he  purchased  the  R.  J.  Straight 
oil  lease  and  the  Gary  lease,  and  up  until  the  time 
of  his  death  owned  valuable  oil  lands  and  was  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  production  of  oil.  At  the  same  time  he 
was  a  versatile  business  man  and  also  found  time 
to  give  much  of  himself  to  public  interests.  One 
of  his  hobbies  was  the  good  roads  movement,  and 
he  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  road  super¬ 
visor  and  did  everything  in  his  power  to  promote 
good  roads  in  his  section  of  the  State,  even  making 
a  special  trip  to  Harrisburg  with  other  men  who 
were  interested  in  the  cause  of  good  roads.  For 
thirty  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  serving  as 
treasurer  of  this  body.  He  was  a  staunch  Re¬ 
publican,  and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church ;  and  he  also  belonged  to  the  Oil  Men’s 
Club  of  Bradford  and  the  Northwestern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Producers’  Association.  Mr.  Bartley 
built  for  himself  in  1900  a  handsome  residence  at 
Mount  Alton,  where  he  lived  until  his  death.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Blue  Lodge  at 
Mount  Jewett,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  Cou- 
dersport  Consistory,  in  which  he  holds  the  thirty- 
second  degree;  Zem  Zem  Temple,  of  Erie,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and 
Tuna  Lodge,  No.  41 1,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  He  died  on  May  30,  1924,  and  was 
buried  in  Oak  Hill  Cemetery,  Bradford. 

Mr.  Bartley  married  (first)  Hattie  Ittle,  and 
they  had  one  daughter,  now  living  in  Bradford. 
He  married  (second)  Della  Mary  Roche,  of  But- 
lei,  and  by  this  marriage  was  the  father  of  one 
son:  John  Bartley,  Jr.,  born  in  December,  1905. 
He  attended  the  local  public  schools,  and  as  a  boy 
learned  the  oil  business  on  his  father’s  leases. 
Since  Mr.  Bartley’s  death,  his  son  has  full  charge 
of  the  business  interests  of  the  family, >  and  is  one 
of  the  rising  young  business  men  of  this  com¬ 
munity.  He  lives  at  home  with  his  mother,  and 
fraternally  is  affiliated  with  Mount  Alton  Lodge, 
No.  442,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


JOSEPH  E.  PARNELL,  senior  member  of 
the  insurance  firm  of  Parnell,  Cowher  &  Company, 
is  engaged  in  business  on  lines  so  typical  of  the  ad¬ 
vanced  spirit  of  the  age  that  his  work  deserves 
mention.  Joseph  E.  Parnell  is  of  English  descent 
and  was  born  in  Dauphin  County,  Pennsylvania, 
on  March  1,  1876.  His  father  was  John  Parnell,  a 


native  of  England,  and  a  mine  superintendent;  his 
mother  was  Emma  (Bates)  Parnell  of  Lycoming 
County,  Pennsylvania.  The  early  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  at  Houtzdale,  Clearfield  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  This  was  in  a  mining  district,  and,  by 
reason  of  this  early  association  with  that  industry, 
Mr.  Parnell  had  the  opportunities,  of  which  he  took 
full  advantage,  of  acquiring  a  thorough  and  tech¬ 
nical  knowledge  of  all  departments  of  the  mining 
industry.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  to 
teach  school,  following  that  occupation  for  two 
years.  At  that  time  and  afterward,  for  a  total 
period  of  three  years,  the  study  of  law  engaged 
his  attention,  but,  recognizing  the  unusual  oppor¬ 
tunity  offered  at  that  time  by  the  insurance  situ¬ 
ation  in  this  country,  Mr.  Parnell  decided  to  spe¬ 
cialize  in  that  direction  instead  of  entering  on  the 
general  practice  of  law.  At  that  time,  to  a  very 
large  extent,  there  was  a  lack  of  trained  men  in 
the  insurance  business,  who  possessed  not  only  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  technical  side  of  insur¬ 
ance,  but  also  a  more  or  less  complete  technical 
knowledge  of  the  mining  and  manufacturing  in¬ 
dustries,  together  with  sufficient  legal  training  to 
furnish  the  necessary  equipment  for  the  proper 
handling  of  insurance  on  the  properties  of  large 
manufacturing  and  mining  corporations.  This  is 
especially  true  regarding  the  fire  hazards  in  con¬ 
nection  with  properties,  the  elimination  of  which 
has  furnished  the  demand  for  a  new  class  of  trained 
men,  known  as  “Insurance  Engineers,”  whose  duty 
it  is  to  give  most  careful  attention  to  the  removal 
from  property  of  fire  hazards,  and  in  this  work 
Mr.  Parnell  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leaders. 

Along  these  lines,  the  firm  of  Parnell,  Cowher 
&  Company  has  worked  for  the  last  thirty  years 
and  has  achieved  a  large  degree  of  success,  handling 
at  the  present  time  a  larger  volume  of  business 
than  any  other  firm  between  Pittsburgh  and  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pennsylvania.  They  maintain  offices  at 
Patton,  Johnstown,  Windber,  and  Indiana,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  but  the  office  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania, 
under  the  personal  direction  of  Joseph  E.  Parnell 
since  1909,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  Indiana,  is 
largest  and  most  important  of  the  four  offices.  This 
combination  of  insurance,  engineering,  legal  and 
industrial  training  and  ability  has  proved  of  so 
much  value  to  the  customers  and  clients  of  this 
firm  that  the  business  is  growing  rapidly  and  the 
services  of  Parnell,  Cowher  &  Company  are  be¬ 
coming  more  and  more  in  demand  each  year.  Mr. 
Parnell  is  recognized  as  the  leading  spirit  in  this 
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successful  firm  and  is  regarded  throughout  the 
State  as  one  of  the  best  authorities  and  experts  on 
all  phases  of  insurance. 

Mr.  Joseph  E.  Parnell  is  connected,  as  a  director 
and  otherwise,  with  many  industrial  and  financial 
institutions  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  He  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Insurance  Federation  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  During  the  World  War,  he  was  Food  Ad¬ 
ministrator  for  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Coalport  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons;  also  a  member  of  the  Williams¬ 
port  Consistory  and  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Altoona, 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Society  of  New  York,  Cosmopolitan  Club, 
Indiana  Country  Club,  Sunnehanna  Country  Club, 
Punxsutawney  Country  Club,  the  Rotary  Club, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
others.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican;  in  religion 
he  is  a  Presbyterian. 

In  1897  Joseph  E.  Parnell  married  Vindetta  C. 
Smith,  daughter  of  John  G.  Smith,  of  Tipton, 
Blair  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  have  two 
children :  Gilbert  Smith  Parnell,  and  Elizabeth 
Stewart  Parnell.  Gilbert  Smith  Parnell  is  an 
attorney-at-law,  engaged  in  general  practice,  but 
specializing  in  insurance  law  and  is  associated  with 
the  firm  of  Parnell,  Cowher  &  Company.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Stewart  Parnell  is  a  graduate  of  Dwight 
School,  and  is  now  in  attendance  at  Smith  College, 
Northampton,  Massachusetts. 


WEBSTER  G.  DREW,  city  treasurer  of  the 
city  of  Bradford,  McKean  County,  was  born  in 
Bradford,  November  10,  1892,  the  son  of  Daniel 
T.  Drew,  a  native  of  Utica,  New  York,  who  came 
to  Bradford  from  his  birthplace  in  1877,  and  be¬ 
came  a  prominent  merchant  in  his  adopted  city, 
and  of  Emma  S.  (Eddy)  Drew. 

Educated  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of 
Bradford,  Webster  G.  Drew  became  an  accountant 
in  1910  and  followed  the  profession  until  1919, 
when  he  founded  the  National  Tank  Auditing 
Service  in  Bradford.  This  concern  does  account¬ 
ing  and  auditing  for  large  oil  companies  through¬ 
out  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Drew  gained  an  inter-county  prominence 
that  spread  throughout  the  country  by  his  activities 
in  auditing  for  oil  companies.  In  1923,  he  was 
elected  city  treasurer  of  Bradford,  on  the  Prohi¬ 
bition  ticket.  Mr.  Drew  is  a  prominent  Republican 
of  McKean  County  and  Bradford  and  he  is  secre¬ 


tary  of  the  Republican  County  Committee  of  Mc¬ 
Kean.  He  is  trustee  of  the  Bradford  Lodge  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  in  Bradford,  and  the 
Bradford  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows.  For  many  years  he  has  been  active  in  Red 
Cross  work,  and,  being  a  veteran  of  the  World 
War,  he  is  a  well  known  member  of  the  Bradford 
Post,  American  Legion.  He  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  Army,  May  31,  1918,  in  the  field  artillery 
corps,  was  sent  to  the  port  of  embarkation  to  sail 
for  France  when  the  Armistice  was  signed  on  No¬ 
vember  11,  1918,  but  was  sent  back  and  discharged, 
March  1,  1919.  Mr.  Drew  attends  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Bradford.  He  is  unmarried. 


LE  ROY  JOSEPH  SCANLAN,  a  well  known 
lawyer  of  Johnstown  and  a  veteran  of  the  World 
War,  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  Cambria  County.  He  is  a  prominent  club  man 
and  an  active  citizen  of  Johnstown. 

Le  Roy  Joseph  Scanlan  was  born  in  Ebensburg, 
Cambria  County,  October  II,  1891,  the  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  A.  Scanlan,  a  native  of  Carrolltown,  in  the 
county,  at  present  a  salesman  in  Johnstown.  The 
elder  Scanlan’s  father  was  Henry  Scanlan,  also  a 
native  of  Carrolltown,  who  for  thirty-five  years 
was  Cambria  County  Surveyor  and  for  forty-five 
years  justice  of  the  peace  of  Carrolltown,  being 
known  as  “Squire”  Scanlan.  “Squire”  Scanlan  was 
one  of  the  first  Americans  of  the  Scanlan  family, 
which  originally  came  from  Ireland  and  is  now  one 
of  the  oldest  of  Cambria  County.  Le  Roy  Joseph 
Scanlan’s  mother  was  Lena  Gompers,  a  native  of 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  a  descendant  of  the  Gompers 
who  drove  a  stage  coach  in  the  early  eighteen- 
hundreds  from  Indiana  County  to  Philadelphia. 

Le  Roy  Joseph  Scanlan  was  educated  in  the 
parochial  schools  of  Johnstown,  in  its  public  and 
high  schools,  being  graduated  from  the  Johnstown 
High  School  in  1912,  and  in  the  University  of 
Michigan  Law  School,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1916  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws, 
having  also  attended  the  university’s  literary  de¬ 
partment  classes  for  one  year. 

Late  in  the  year  1917,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Cambria  County  Bar  Association  and  he  com¬ 
menced  practice  at  once,  becoming  a  general  legal 
practitioner. 

Shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  the  World  War 
and  the  United  States’  declaration  of  war  against 
Germany,  in  1917,  Mr.  Scanlan  offered  himself  as 
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an  officer  and  was  admitted  to  the  Second  Officers' 
Training  Company  camp  at  Fort  Oglethorpe, 
Georgia,  becoming  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  field 
artillery.  On  September  21,  1918,  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  a  first  lieutenancy.  He  served  in  the 
125th  Field  Artillery  of  the  American  Expedition¬ 
ary  Forces  in  France,  being  stationed  at  Cleremont- 
Ferrand  with  the  Sixth  Army  Corps.  On  his  dis¬ 
charge  in  January,  1919,  he  returned  to  Johnstown 
and  continued  his  law  practice. 

Mr.  Scanlan  is  an  enthusiastic  golfer  and  an 
out -door  fan,  and  is  an  accomplished  musician.  At 
the  University  of  Michigan,  he  was  a  solo  pianist 
in  the  University  Glee  Club  for  three  years;  he 
gave  public  piano  recitals  and  directed  school  and 
professional  orchestras. 

Mr.  Scanlan,  who  is  a  Catholic  and  a  Republican, 
belongs  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Association, 
to  the  Cambria  County  Bar  Association,  to  the 
Bachelor  Club,  the  Sunnehanna  Country  Club,  the 
Greystone-Hunt  Club,  and  to  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  While  attending  the 
University  of  Michigan,  he  was  president  of  the 
senior  law  class  and  a  member  of  Sigma  Nu  Fra¬ 
ternity.  He  belongs  to  the  St.  John  Gaulbert 
Parish,  of  Johnstown. 


KATHARINE  HOWARD  ROCK,  born  at 
Brockton,  Massachusetts,  July  27,  1897,  early  set¬ 
tled  upon  the  vocation  of  a  librarian  as  her  aim. 
After  the  usual  preliminary  education,  Miss  Rock 
entered  the  High  School  at  Swampscott,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  from  which  she  was  duly  graduated  with 
distinction.  Thence  going  to  Simmons  College, 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  she  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  1919  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science.  In  politics  she  affiliates  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party.  She  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of 
the  American  Library  Association  ^and  was  asso¬ 
ciate  librarian  of  Skidmore  College,  Saratoga 
Springs,  New  York,  from  1919  to  1921.  She  is  at 
present  librarian  of  the  Greenville  Public  Library, 
at  Greenville,  Pennsylvania.  In  religion  Miss  Rock 
is  a  Presbyterian.  Her  parents  were  Edward 
Thomas  Rock,  a  salesman,  and  Agnes  Alcott 
(Howard)  Rock,  both  deceased. 


JAMES  BROWN  BORLAND— Engaged  in 
the  newspaper  publishing  business  in  Franklin, 
Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  for  almost  half  a 
century,  Mr.  Borland,  in  1878,  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Franklin  Evening  News,  known 


since  1919  as  The  News-Herald,  and  has  served 
this  paper  in  all  capacities  from  printer  to  editor. 
He  is  also  known  as  an  author  of  books  on 
nature  subjects  and  as  a  columnist,  “Jim  Borland’s 
Column”  in  The  News-Herald  being  known  and 
liked,  particularly  on  acount  of  its  nature  stories, 
well  beyond  the  confines  of  its  native  vicinity.  He 
was  born  in  Harlansburg,  Lawrence  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  a  son  of  John  R.  and  Elizabeth  Borland, 
his  father  having  been  a  successful  country  doctor 
for  many  years,  dying  December  27,  1916,  in  his 
eighty-ninth  year. 

James  Brown  Borland  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  region  and  attended  high 
school  for  one  year.  On  February  18,  1878,  he, 
together  with  two  other  boys,  started  the  Franklin 
Evening  News  as  an  amateur  paper.  It  sur¬ 
vived  the  many  difficulties  which  invariably  face 
such  undertakings,  and  claims  to  be  the  only  daily 
newspaper  in  existence  which  was  started  as  an 
amateur  publication.  As  the  years  passed  by,  the 
paper  grew  in  size,  influence  and  prosperity,  and 
in  May,  1919,  was  consolidated  with  the  Venango 
Daily  Herald.  Mr.  Borland  has  remained  with 
the  paper  throughout  its  entire  existence,  and, 
though  most  of  his  time  and  efforts  have  been  given 
to  the  development  of  his  publication,  he  has  also 
published  two  books  of  nature  stories,  “Up  the 
Creek”  and  “Wood  Roads  and  Waterways.”  He 
is  a  devoted  follower  of  out-of-door  life.  His 
fraternal  associations  are  with  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  he  has  been  especially 
active  and  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  former, 
having  held  various  offices,  including  that  of  Ex¬ 
alted  Ruler  and  of  Deputy  Grand  Exalted  Ruler 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  In  politics  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  Party,  but  has  never 
aspired  nor  held  public  office,  while  his  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Borland  married,  at  Franklin,  September  5, 
1900,  Genevieve  Murrin,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Agnes  Murrin.  Mrs.  Borland  died  at  her  home  in 
Franklin,  November  16,  1916,  survived  only  by  her 
husband,  their  marriage  not  having  been  blessed 
with  children.  Mr.  Borland  makes  his  home  at  No. 
936  Liberty  Street,  Franklin,  with  his  two  sisters, 
Mary  and  Nettie  Borland. 

JOHN  P.  ZANE — Descended  from  Danish  and 
German  stock,  and  of  early  settlers  of  West  Jer¬ 
sey  who  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  John 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


255 


P.  Zane,  a  self-educated  and  self-made  man,  was 
always  considered  one  of  the  best-informed  resi¬ 
dents  of  his  home  county.  Born  in  Bridgeport, 
New  Jersey,  February  15,  1826,  died  in  1896,  in 
Bradford,  where  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  that 
city’s  foremost  citizens,  Mr.  Zane  was  the  only 
son  of  James  and  Catherine  (Bender)  Zane.  He 
was  left  without  a  mother  in  1827.  His  father 
married  again,  and  died  in  1834.  When  he  was 
eight  years  of  age,  the  son,  John  P.,  went  to  live 
on  a  farm,  and  at  fourteen  was  apprenticed  to  a 
saddler  and  harnessmaker  in  Camden,  New  Jersey, 
who  agreed  to  teach  him  the  trade  and  give  him 
three  months  in  school  each  year.  The  school 
clause  of  the  contract  was  broken,  for  the  boy  was 
never  allowed  to  attend  school  even  for  a  day. 
But  he  devoted  all  his  spare  time  to  private  study. 
He  became  an  omnivorous  reader,  and  this  habit 
he  held  through  life.  When  he  was  eighteen  years 
of  age  he  left  Camden,  and  crossed  the  Delaware 
River  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  served  a  further 
apprenticeship  of  two  years  at  harnessmaking.  In 
1846  he  went  to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  journeyman,  and 
finally  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account. 
He  disposed  of  his  business  in  1851,  and  went  to 
California  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  In 
California  he  became  prominent  in  business  and 
politics  and  engaged  in  many  successful  ventures. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  vigilance  com¬ 
mittee  in  San  Francisco,  and,  in  1861,  President 
Lincoln  appointed  him  United  States  appraiser  for 
the  port  of  San  Francisco;  the  Senate  confirm¬ 
ing  the  appointment  July  29,  1861.  In  1863  he 
resigned  his  office,  owing  to  the  press  of  his  private 
business  interests,  but  he  stood  so  high  in  the 
esteem  of  the  President  that  he  was  permitted  to 
name  his  successor.  He  built  a  street  railway  in 
San  Francisco,  and  was  obliged  to  borrow  largely 
to  finance  the  project.  Having  returned  to  the 
East,  he  speculated  extensively  in  oil,  buying  lands 
and  leases.  He  would  have  made  a  great  deal  of 
money,  but  a  panic  cost  him  everything  he  had. 
He  began  again  at  the  bottom.  In  1877  he  settled 
in  Bradford  and  recouped  his  fortunes  through 
speculation  in  oil.  When  living  in  California  he 
wrote  for  the  press  on  political  subjects.  He  was 
a  warm  friend  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  Chicago  convention  which  gave  him  his 
first  nomination. 

Mr.  Zane  married,  November  9,  1854,  at  San 


Francisco,  Jane  Herrington,  a  native  of  the  North 
of  Ireland,  who  died  March  7,  1913,  at  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  John  Herrington.  They 
had  one  child,  Anna  Jane,  who  married  John 
Wier  Van  Tine,  of  whom  further. 

(The  Van  Tine  Line). 

The  American  ancestor  of  the  Van  Tines,  of 
Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  was  Thomas  Van  Tine, 
born  in  the  Netherlands,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1800  and  settled  in  Westmoreland  County, 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  when  the  war  ended  he  bought  land  at 
Oil  City,  Pennsylvania,  on  Oil  Creek,  where  he 
remained  several  years.  He  finally  returned  to 
Westmoreland  County  and  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety-six  years  on  his  farm  at  Freeport.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  attended  the  Presbyterian  Church.  She  was 
Mary  Scott  before  marriage,  and  became  the 
mother  of  ten  daughters  and,  two  sons,  of  whom 
one  was  Charles  Snowden  Van  Tine,  of  whom 
further. 

Charles  Snowden  Van  Tine,  son  of  Thomas  Van 
Tine,  the  immigrant,  was  born  at  Garvers  Ferry, 
Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in 
1902.  He  attended  the  public  school,  and  early 
in  life  was  a  farmer.  Afterward  he  operated  a 
ferry  on  the  river,  at  first  below  Freeport,  and 
afterward  across  the  Allegheny  River,  between 
Venango  and  Oil  City.  He  also  engaged  in  the  oil 
business.  He  served  four  years  in  the  Civil  War 
as  a  member  of  the  14th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  died  at  Kanesholm,  near 
Kane,  Pennsylvania.  He  married  Margaret  Wier, 
a  native  of  Westmoreland  County,  who  died  at 
Kanesholm  in  1904,  daughter  of  John  Wier,  who 
came  from  England,  married  a  wife  in  West¬ 
moreland  County,  and  was  lost  at  sea  many  years 
later. 

John  Wier  Van  Tine,  son  of  Charles  Snowden 
Van  Tine,  was  born  at  Garvers  Ferry,  near  Free¬ 
port,  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  Janu¬ 
ary  31,  1857.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  at  South  Oil  City, 
Pennsylvania,  remaining  at  school  until  he  was 
sixteen  years  of  age.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the 
production  of  oil  all  his  life,  although  he  did  not 
remove  to  Bradford  until  1886.  He  is  a  Republi¬ 
can  in  politics,  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  Re- 
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publican  County  and  City  Committees  for  twenty 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church. 

Mr.  Van  Tine  married,  September  30,  1879, 
Anna  Jane  Zane,  born  in  San  Francisco,  California, 
daughter  of  John  P.  and  Jane  (Herrington)  Zane. 
Children:  Catherine,  deceased;  Charles  S.,  Roscoe 
C.,  Laura  M.,  Florence  N.,  Hazel  R.,  John  Zane 
and  Elizabeth  P. 

Mr.  Van  Tine  is  a  member  of  the  Bradford 
School  Board.  His  unaided  efforts  have  been 
crowned  with  success,  and  he  stands  forth  as  one  of 
the  most  stalwart  business  men  of  sure-footed  judg¬ 
ment  and  commanding  abilities  in  the  community. 

FRANK  W.  HARTNETT  is  well  and  widely 
known  throughout  the  oil  fields  region  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  especially  in  the  Bradford  section,  for 
throughout  his  business  career  he  has  been  con¬ 
stantly  identified  with  the  oil  producing  and  oil 
refining  business,  in  which  he  has  become  suc¬ 
cessful. 

Frank  W.  Hartnett  was  born  in  Bradford,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  on  April  16,  1889,  a  son  of  James  Hart¬ 
nett,  and  a  grandson  of  James  Hartnett.  The  lat¬ 
ter  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America 
and  settled  in  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York 
State,  where  he  was  a  successful  agriculturist  until 
his  death.  His  son,  James  Hartnett,  was  born  in 
Little  Valley,  New  York,  on  September  1,  1851, 
and  came  to  the  Bradford  oil  fields  in  1878.  He 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  this  field,  where  he  was 
employed  by  the  United  Pipe  Lines  Company. 
When  the  National  Transit  Company  absorbed  the 
United  Pipe  Lines  Company,  Mr.  Hartnett  con¬ 
tinued  with  the  new  organization  until  1916,  in 
which  year  he  was  retired  on  a  pension.  He  died 
on  November  19,  1925.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the 
Maccabees,  and  was  well  known  and  highly  re¬ 
spected  among  the  oil  men  of  that  locality.  He 
married  Agnes  Roach,  a  daughter  of  Michael 
Roach,  who  survives  him  and  resides  at  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania.  James  and  Agnes  (Roach)  Hart¬ 
nett  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
1.  Mary,  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  while  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School.  2.  James 
R.,  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  on  January  3, 
1923,  aged  thirty-nine  years.  3.  Blanche,  married 
Ira  Farrand,  and  they  reside  at  Orchard  Park.  New 
York  State.  4.  Frank  W.  Hartnett,  of  whom  for¬ 
ward.  5.  Evelyn,  died  at  the  age  of  six  months. 


6.  Catherine,  married  Ira  Kennedy,  a  clerk  in  the 
Bradford  National  Bank.  7.  Gertrude  Hartnett, 
unmarried,  resides  with  her  mother. 

Frank  W.  Hartnett,  fourth  of  the  seven  children 
of  James  and  Agnes  (Roach)  Hartnett,  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  birth¬ 
place,  following  which  he  attended  and  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Lock  Haven  State  Normal  School. 
He  taught  school  for  one  term  in  Keating  Town¬ 
ship,  McKean  County,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
became  employed  by  the  National  Transit  Company 
as  a  telegraph  operator  and  engineer  at  Duke  Cen¬ 
ter,  where  he  remained  for  one  year.  He  then  re¬ 
moved  to  Mantua,  Ohio,  where  for  two  years  he 
worked  for  the  same  organization  before  being 
transferred  to  Kane,  Pennsylvania,  as  general  util¬ 
ity  man,  in  which  capacity  he  worked  for  a  period 
of  four  years.  He  was  then  transferred  to  the  old 
Bradford  office  where  he  worked  in  the  main  tele¬ 
graph  office  for  four  years.  In  1917  he  was  sent 
to  Colesville  as  a  gauger,  where  he  remained  until 
1923,  and  in  that  latter  year  he  resigned  from  the 
National  Transit  Company  and  became  identified 
with  the  McKean  County  Refining  Company  as 
field  superintendent,  where  his  great  knowledge  of 
the  local  oil  fields,  his  proved  ability,  and  his 
wide  experience  make  him  an  extremely  valuable 
asset  to  the  company  in  particular  and  the  oil  busi¬ 
ness  generally.  Mr.  Hartnett  is  an  active  member 
of  the  local  lodges  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protect¬ 
ive  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 
His  religious  affiliation  is  given  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  of  Bradford,  of  which  he  is  a 
regular  attendant  and  a  most  liberal  supporter.  He 
also  gives  freely  of  his  means  toward  the  support 
of  many  local  benevolences  and  charities,  and  is 
ever  awake  to  welfare  of  his  native  community, 
Bradford. 

Frank  W.  Hartnett  was  married  at  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania,  December  2,  1914,  to  Florence 
Weimer,  a  daughter  of  Theodore  and  Catherine 
(Costello)  Weimer.  Frank  W.  and  Florence 
(Weimer)  Hartnett  are  the  parents  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  three  children:  1.  Evelyn,  born  in  1915.  2. 
Frances,  born  in  1917.  3.  James  R.  Hartnett,  born 
in  1925.  The  family  residence  is  maintained  at 
No.  82  Williams  Street,  Bradford,  Pennsylvania, 
where  the  family  is  socially  prominent. 

GUY  C.  CHRISTY — Representing  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  conspicuous  of  the  pioneer  families 
of  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  Guy  C. 
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Christy  has  attained  success  at  the  bar,  and  has 
enjoyed  many  evidences  of  the  esteem  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  his  fellow  men.  He  was  born  August 
29,  1880,  at  Manor  Township,  Armstrong  County, 
Pennsylvania.  His  father,  Washington  R.  Christy, 
of  Manor  Township,  Armstrong  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  died  in  1910. 
His  mother,  Margaret  E.  (Smith)  Christy,  a  native 
of  Elder’s  Ridge,  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania, 
died  in  1920. 

Mr.  Christy  attended  the  public  schools,  after¬ 
wards  entering  Elder’s  Ridge  Academy,  and  finish¬ 
ing  his  studies  at  the  University  of  Michigan, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1907  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  the  same  year,  and  engaged  in  practice 
under  his  own  name.  He  has  continued  to  the 
present  time,  doing  a  general  law  business  in  Kit¬ 
tanning.  For  years  he  was  associated  with,  but 
not  a  partner  of,  H.  A.  Heilman.  His  practice 
extends  to  all  the  courts.  Mr.  Christy  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the  Republican 
State  Committee  of  Pennsylvania.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  the  Liberty  Loan  campaigns  of  the 
World  War.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Keystone  Club, 
and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  religion  he  is  a 
Presbyterian.  His  grandfather,  John  Christy,  gave 
the  land  where  the  present  Manor  Presbyterian 
Church  was  built.  He  is  unmarried.  The  address 
of  Mr.  Christy  is  South  McKean  Street,  Kittan¬ 
ning,  Pennsylvania. 


SARAH  GRAHAM  MORRISON— Teacher, 
welfare  worker  and  writer  for  some  two  decades, 
Miss  Morrison,  a  native  and  lifelong  resident  of 
Sharon,  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania,  possesses 
an  inexhaustible  source  on  which  to  draw  for 
material  for  her  creative  work,  not  only  in  her 
own  varied  experiences,  but  in  the  many  interesting 
people,  places  and  events  which  she  has  met,  seen 
and  observed  in  her  unusually  extensive  travels  in 
many  foreign  and  distant  countries.  She  was  born 
in  Sharon,  March  6,  1877,  a  daughter  of  Richard 
Graham  and  Elizabeth  (Egbert)  Morrison,  the  for¬ 
mer  for  many  years  secretary  and  general  manager 
of  the  Sharon  Boiler  Works. 

Sarah  Graham  Morrison  was  educated  in  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  her  native  town  and, 
after  finishing  the  latter  in  1894,  was  graduated  the 
following  year  from  the  State  Normal  School  at 


Slippery  Rock,  Butler  County.  Having  taught  for 
the  next  two  years  in  the  graded  schools  of  Sharon, 
she  entered  Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  University,  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  from  which  she  was  graduated  in  1901 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  history.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  four  months  of  historical  research  in  the 
Congressional  Library  in  Washington  and  later,  at 
various  times,  by  extensive  travels  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  in  Egypt,  India,  Burma,  China, 
Japan,  Peru,  Bolivia,  Chile,  Argentina,  Uruguay, 
Brazil,  Portugal,  and  England.  In  1906  she  was 
preceptress  and  teacher  of  English  at  the  State 
Normal  School,  Edinboro,  Erie  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Since  then  she  has  been  engaged  at  times 
in  bookkeeping,  stenographic,  clerical  and  welfare 
work  and  in  1926  was  on  the  staff  of  the  “Naco 
News,”  the  industrial  organ  published  by  the 
National  Malleable  &  Steel  Castings  Company, 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  Miss  Morrison  has  been  for 
many  years  a  free  lance  writer  on  many  subjects, 
including  history,  travel,  music,  literature,  and 
nature  study,  and  has  been  a  frequent  contributor 
to  “Country  Life  in  America,”  “Travel,”  “System,” 
many  religious  publications  and  metropolitan  pa¬ 
pers.  She  is  also  the  author  of  “From  Lotos  to 
Cherry  Blossom”  and  of  “With  Sharon  Fifty 
Years.”  She  was  first  president  of  the  Sharon 
Friday  Night  Club  (literary)  ;  first  secretary  of 
the  Sharon  High  School  Alumni  Association ;  a 
life  member  of  the  Stanford  Women’s  Club;  and 
belongs  to  the  Sharon  Music  Club,  Cosmopolitan 
Club,  and  Presbyterian  Church. 


ALBERT  JACKSON  COLCORD,  M.  D.— 

The  civic  and  general  community  interests  of  Port 
Allegany  have  always  made  their  appeal  to  Dr. 
Colcord,  who  besides  being  a  skilled  and  popular 
physician  in  general  practice  in  this  section  of  the 
State,  has  used  his  influence  in  town  government 
office  in  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  of  Port  Alle¬ 
gany,  where  the  larger  portion  of  his  life  has  been 
passed.  No  practitioner  may  point  to  a  more  sub¬ 
stantial  foundation  for  success  in  his  vocation 
than  Dr.  Colcord,  whose  incentive  and  training  in 
his  own  home,  in  the  best  schools  in  the  State,  and 
in  World  War  hospital  inspection,  have  all  served 
to  broaden  the  highway  to  his  present  recognized 
leadership. 

Dr.  Albert  Jackson  Colcord,  the  son  of  Dr. 
Joseph  B.  and  Mary  E.  (Jackson)  Colcord,  was 
born  April  10,  1888,  at  Turtle  Point,  and  graduated 
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at  the  Port  Allegany  High  School  with  the  class 
of  1905.  He  matriculated  at  Dickinson  College, 
where  he  spent  two  years,  and  in  1911,  he  received 
his  medical  degree  at  the  Medical  School  of  the 
University  of  Buffalo,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  engaged  in  general  practice  at  Port  Allegany. 
Dr.  Colcord  is  devoted  to  the  progressive  interests 
of  Port  Allegany,  and  in  1924  and  1925,  he  held  the 
office  of  president  of  the  Borough  Council.  He 
was  eighteen  months  in  service  in  the  World  War, 
and  as  a  major  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  United 
States  Army,  he  was  hospital  inspector  at  the 
port  of  embarkation  at  Newport  News,  Virginia. 

Dr.  Colcord’s  fraternal  affiliations  are  with 
Liberty  Lodge,  No.  505,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
of  which  lodge  he  was  Master  in  1925;  Couders- 
port  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite; 
and  Zem  Zem  Shrine,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  Albert  Jackson  Colcord  married,  in  1916, 
at  Honesdale,  Harriet  Louise  Smith,  daughter  of 
E.  Thomas  and  Harriet  Smith;  and  they  are  the 
parents  of :  Jane  Esther  Colcord,  born  November 
19,  1917;  and  Joseph  Jackson  Colcord,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1923. 


MARY  GRACE  KIME,  popular  as  the  libra¬ 
rian  of  the  Kane  Public  Library,  at  Kane,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  was  born  in  that  township,  October  6, 
1902.  She  was  graduated  from  the  Kane  High 
School  with  honors  in  1920,  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
and  later  entered  the  Mechanics’  Institute  of 
Rochester,  New  York,  from  which  she  was  duly 
graduated,  and  then  entered  the  Library  School  of 
the  State  College,  Pennsylvania,  in  which  she  took 
the  course  that  fitted  her  for  her  present  position. 
Miss  Kime  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star  Order, 
and  in  religion  is  an  Episcopalian.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Frederick  and  Grace  Marion  (Brown) 
Kime.  Her  father  is  manager  of  the  glass  factory 
in  Kane,  and  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of 
that  township  for  twenty-one  years.  Before  her 
appointment  as  librarian,  Miss  Kime  served  as  a 
stenographer  from  June,  1920,  to  November,  1920. 


JOHN  A.  HOOPER,  who  is  now  practically 
retired  from  active  participation  in  the  affairs  of 
the  business  which  he  built  up,  is  one  of  those  who 
can  look  back  over  his  life  with  a  feeling  of  sat¬ 
isfaction,  for  the  success  which  he  achieved  was 


the  result  of  his  own  efforts.  He  was  born  in 
England  on  December  20,  1848,  a  son  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Pike)  Hooper.  The  family  came  over 
to  Canada  when  John  A.  Hooper  was  six  years 
old,  and  here  he  first  attended  school.  He  began 
to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade,  and  when  nineteen 
years  of  age  he  came  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  to 
make  his  home,  attending  night  school.  After  a 
time  he  went  as  engineer  and  mechanic  on  the 
boats  of  the  Great  Lakes,  and  for  three  years  he 
gained  experience  in  this  line.  On  July  29,  1876, 
he  located  in  Bradford,  but  before  finding  employ¬ 
ment  he  first  made  a  trip  to  Philadelphia  to  visit 
the  Centennial  Exposition.  His  first  position  after 
he  returned  to  Bradford  was  with  the  late  Lewis 
Emery,  where,  being  a  mechanic,  he  was  employed 
repairing  machinery.  But  he  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  learn  the  drilling  business,  and  when  he 
was  prepared  to  operate  on  his  own  responsibility 
he  purchased  his  first  oil  base  on  the  Pike  farm, 
just  south  of  Bradford.  He  had  operated  here 
only  a  short  time  when  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
sell,  and  outfitting  himself  with  the  necessary  tools, 
he  next  became  a  drilling  contractor.  After  two 
years  as  a  contractor,  he  again  purchased  an  oil 
base  in  Oil  Valley,  and  again,  in  a  short  time,  he 
sold  it,  selecting  his  next  base  at  Bordell.  This 
property  he  still  holds,  his  lease  covering  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  but  his  interests  are 
managed  almost  entirely  now  by  his  two  oldest 
sons.  Mr.  Hooper  went  to  Bradford  to  make  his 
home  there  in  1912,  his  residence  being  at  No.  61 
South  Kendall  Street.  In  1889  Mr.  Hooper  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  Southard  during  John 
Wanamaker’s  term  of  office  as  Postmaster-General, 
and  this  office  he  filled  for  fourteen  years. 

Mr.  Hooper  became  a  member  May  7,  1897,  and 
is  Past  Grand  Master  of  Foster  Lodge,  No.  333, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Rew,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  is  active  in  church  work,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  official  board  of  the  Asbury  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  of  Bradford. 

John  A.  Hooper  married,  in  1891,  Bella  F.  Smith, 
of  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  who  was  taken  from  him  by 
death  on  August  7,  1923.  Mrs.  Hooper  was  a 
woman  of  beautiful  Christian  character,  and  her 
loss  was  keenly  felt  by  her  family  and  by  a  large 
circle  of  friends,  to  whom  she  had  endeared  her¬ 
self.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hooper  six  children  were 
born :  1.  Ruth,  wife  of  H.  F.  Abbott ;  she  is  a 
graduate  of  Otterbein  College.  2.  John  E.,  who 
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resides  on  his  father’s  lease  at  Bordell ;  married 
Louise  Abbott.  3.  Edna,  wife  of  Walter  Schutz, 
missionaries  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  in 
Africa.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Otterbein  College. 
4.  Elsie,  residing  at  home;  she  is  a  graduate  of 
Otterbein  College.  5.  Albert,  who  married 
Thelma  Sortore,  and  is  employed  on  his  father’s 
oil  lease  at  Bordell ;  he  also  attended  Otterbein 
College.  6.  Frances,  attending  school  in  Bradford. 


CHARLES  FOSTER  ARMSTRONG— The 

town  of  Leechburg,  in  Armstrong  County,  is  justly 
proud  of  the  fact  that  it  is  the  home  of  one  of 
Pennsylvania’s  distinguished  sons,  Charles  Foster 
Armstrong,  an  outstanding  legislator  and  the  spon¬ 
sor  of  the  famous  “Snyder-Armstrong  Bill,”  passed 
by  the  State  House  of  Representatives  and  Senate, 
in  support  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Character¬ 
istically  and  through  his  long  legislative  experi¬ 
ence,  now  approximately  a  decade  of  service,  he 
was  eminently  qualified  to  sponsor  the  bill,  which 
upon  its  enactment  placed  the  moral  and  physical 
powers  of  the  great  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  most  beneficial  piece  of  nation-wide 
legislation  since  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
making  it  illegal  to  hold  any  human  being  as  a 
slave  within  the  United  States  and  its  territories. 

Charles  Foster  Armstrong  was  born  October  21, 
1865,  in  Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania,  the  son 
of  James  Armstrong,  died  December  5,  1876,  and 
Ellen  (Smith)  Armstrong,  died  in  1911.  The  son, 
Charles  F.,  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company  at  an  early  age  and  remained 
with  that  company  until  1900.  He  was  assigned  to 
the  auditing  department,  and  during  his  twenty 
years’  stay  with  the  railroad  he  acquired  a  most 
valuable  training  in  the  details  of  accounting  and 
the  intricacies  of  finance.  In  1900  he  abandoned 
the  career  of  a  railroad  office  employe  and  entered 
the  banking  field.  In  that  year  he  organized  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Leechburg,  which  he 
served  as  cashier  for  six  years.  Removing  to  the 
State  of  California,  he  remained  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  for  one  year.  The  ties  of  his  home  State 
were  strong  enough  to  lure  him  back  to  his  native 
environs,  and  returning  to  Leechburg,  he  again 
gave  rein  to  his  desire  to  engage  in  the  field  of 
banking,  and  organized  the  Farmers’  National 
Bank  of  Leechburg.  He  was  elected  cashier  and 
as  such  served  the  bank  until  1915,  when  he  was 


advanced  to  vice-president,  which  office  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  hold.  Mr.  Armstrong  is  also  connected 
with  the  industry  of  mining  and  shipping  coal. 

For  eight  years  Mr.  Armstrong  has  been  one  of 
the  most  influential  members  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature,  and  has  served  on  many  important 
committees.  He  is  looked  upon  as  a  leader  of  the 
Republican  party  and  holds  the  respect  of  the 
opposition  by  reason  of  his  sturdy  manhood, 
straight-forward  procedure  in  legislative  matters, 
and  fearless  espousal  of  the  moral  and  constructive 
measures  that  are  brought  before  him  in  committee 
or  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  He  is  able,  far¬ 
sighted  in  political  matters  and  possesses  inherent 
qualities  of  leadership  that  are  recognized  through¬ 
out  the  State. 

The  World  War  furnished  another  opportunity 
for  Mr.  Armstrong  to  exercise  his  influence  in  the 
direction  of  helpful  service,  and  he  was  chairman 
of  every  Liberty  Loan  drive  that  was  made  in 
Leechburg,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  the  Red 
Cross  campaign  and  other  welfare  endeavors  of 
the  time.  He  can  always  be  counted  upon  to  lend 
his  moral  and  financial  support  to  charitable,  civic 
and  religious  enterprises. 

Mr.  Armstrong  is  affiliated  with  Tarentum 
Lodge,  No.  502,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of 
which  he  is  Past  Master;  with  the  Tancred  Com- 
mandery,  No.  48,  Knights  Templar;  Pittsburgh 
Consistory,  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite;  Syria  Shrine,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  the  Masonic 
Veterans.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Leechburg,  Pennsylvania,  and 
chairman  of  its  official  board. 

Mr.  Armstrong  married,  in  1892,  Anna  Maud 
Van  Giesen,  of  Leechburg,  Pennsylvania,  daughter 
of  Thomas  J.  and  Cynthia  (Sloan)  Van  Giesen. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armstrong  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  1.  Charles  L-,  born  September  21,  1896, 
married  Naomi  Naylor,  and  has  one  child,  Jose¬ 
phine  M.  2.  Josephine,  born  July  11,  1898,  died 
May  4,  1904.  3.  Frank  T.,  born  February  26,  1908. 


CLYDE  CHAPMAN  GREEN,  LL.  D.— 

Throughout  his  entire  active  life,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  one  year  during  the  Spanish-American  War 
spent  in  the  United  States  Army  and  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  Dr.  Green  has  been  a  highly  suc¬ 
cessful  and  very  popular  teacher  and  educational 
executive,  and  in  recent  years  has  been  principal 
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of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  at 
Clarion,  Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
born  in  Kittanning,  Armstrong  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  June  4,  1877,  a  son  of  James  Robert  and  Sara 
Jane  Green,  his  father,  having  taught  school  for 
several  years,  engaged  later  successfully  in  farm¬ 
ing  and  finally  became  an  equally  successful 
merchant. 

Clyde  Chapman  Green  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Armstrong  County  and  of  Pittsburgh 
and  then  attended  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Slippery  Rock,  Butler  County,  from  which  he  grad¬ 
uated  in  1906.  Later  he  became  a  student  at  Grove 
City  College,  Grove  City,  Mercer  County,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1902,  and  which  conferred 
upon  him  in  1925  the  honorary  degree  of  LL.  D. 
He  also  spent  considerable  time  at  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity,  New  York  City,  where  he  did  graduate 
work.  He  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
in  course  from  Grove  City  College  in  1906.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  graduating  from  Normal  School 
he  began  teaching  and  since  then  he  has  devoted 
himself  entirely  to  his  profession,  though  he  inter¬ 
rupted  at  times  his  own  work  in  order  to  continue 
his  education.  At  first  he  taught  in  the  public 
schools  of  Butler  and  Armstrong  counties,  then  be¬ 
came  supervising  principal  at  Irwin,  Westmoreland 
County,  superintendent  of  schools  at  New  Brighton, 
Beaver  County,  and  later  at  Beaver  Falls,  Beaver 
County,  and  eventually  he  was  appointed  principal 
of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Clarion,  where  he 
has  met  with  great  success  and  in  which  position 
he  has  contributed  his  full  share  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  education  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Spanish- American  War  he  enlisted  and 
served  with  Company  E,  15th  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry.  He  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Educational  Association  and  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Educational  Association,  the^Kiwanis,  Com¬ 
munity  and  Joppa  clubs  of  Clarion,  and  has  also 
been  prominently  identified  with  Masonic  affairs, 
being  a  member  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  259,  of  New 
Brighton,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he 
is  a  Past  Master;  Beaver  Valley  Commandery,  of 
Beaver  Falls,  No.  84,  Knights  Templar;  Urania 
Chapter  No.  192,  of  Greensburg,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Olivet  Council,  No.  13,  of  Greensburg, 
Royal  and  Select  Masters ;  and  New  Castle  Con¬ 
sistory,  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  Party,  but  has  never  sought  nor  held 


office,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Green  married,  at  Butler,  Pennsylvania, 
August  27,  1902,  Edith  Nesbit,  of  Butler,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  Reid  and  Laura  Nesbit.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Green  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  1. 

Dorothy  Lucile,  born  October  11,  1903.  2.  Lois 

Edith,  born  October  n,  1903.  3.  James  Reid,  born 
December  25,  1909.  The  family  home  is  located  at 
No.  840  Wood  Street,  Clarion. 


OLIVER  W.  GILPIN — A  lifelong  citizen  of 
Kittanning,  and  one  whose  citizenship  has  been 
loyally  maintained  in  all  matters  associated  with 
the  civic  and  general  business  advancement  of  the 
community,  Mr.  Gilpin,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
has  been  a  general  law  practitioner  in  all  the  courts. 
He  has  a  very  popular  standing  both  in  his  pro¬ 
fession  and  in  his  activities  in  public  affairs  in 
general. 

Oliver  W.  Gilpin,  a  son  of  John  Gilpin,  a  prom¬ 
inent  Armstrong  County  attorney,  who  died  in 
1883,  and  Olive  (McConnell)  Gilpin,  who  died  in 
1900,  was  born  September  5,  1874,  in  Kittanning, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools,  and  he  after¬ 
wards  took  his  college  preparatory  course  at  Phil¬ 
lips  Exeter  Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts. 
Graduating  from  Harvard  University  in  1897  with 
his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  he  then  prepared  for 
his  profession  at  the  Law  School  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  graduating  there  in  the  class  of 
1901  with  his  degree  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  holds 
the  office  of  vice-president  of  the  Armstrong 
County  Trust  Company  and,  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  allegiance,  he  votes  for  the  ticket  of  that 
party.  During  the  period  of  the  World  War,  Mr. 
Gilpin  actively  served  as  director,  Department  of 
Construction  and  Materials  of  the  War  Industries 
Board.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Phi 
Gamma  Delta  College  fraternity;  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Union  Club  of  Pittsburgh,  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Club  of  Pittsburgh,  the  Rotary  Club,  the 
Kittanning  Country  Club,  and  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church. 

Oliver  W.  Gilpin  married,  in  1909,  Emily  R. 
Reynolds,  of  Kittanning,  daughter  of  Ross  and 
Harriett  H.  (Campbell)  Reynolds. 


PERRY  A.  OAKES — A  representative  of  the 
Oakes  family  who  has  attained  prominence  in  his 
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field  of  industry,  Perry  A.  Oakes  is  well  known 
in  the  vicinity  of  Mt.  Jewett,  where  he  is  one  of 
the  established  oil  producers.  He  was  a  pioneer 
in  the  Bradford  oil  fields  in  the  early  days,  when 
the  wood  used  for  drilling  purposes  was  drawn  by 
oxen  to  its  destination,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
risen  until  to-day  he  is  one  of  the  important  drill¬ 
ing  contractors  as  well  as  producers.  He  is  deeply 
interested  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  takes 
part  in  the  civic  and  progressive  life  of  his  com¬ 
munity.  The  Oakes  family  which  was  represented 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  in  the  War  of  1812,  in 
the  Civil  War,  in  the  Spanish  American  War,  is 
divided  into  nearly  four  equal  classes.  First,  the 
descendants  of  Nathaniel  Oak,  who  was  born  about 
1645,  in  England  or  Wales,  and  emigrated  to  Marl¬ 
boro,  now  Northboro,  Massachusetts,  about  1660 
or  1665.  Second,  the  branch  descended  from 
Thomas  and  Edward  Oakes,  who  came  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  Massachusetts  before  1640,  and  which  fam¬ 
ily  is  best  known  through  its  prominent  member, 
Rev.  Uriah  Oakes,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest 
presidents  of  Harvard  College.  Third,  a  miscel¬ 
laneous  group,  the  largest  element  springing  from 
German  immigrants  who  settled  in  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  writing  their  names  originally  Och 
or  Ochs.  Fourth,  the  branch  which  is  supposed  to 
be  Telated  to  the  first  and  second  ones  mentioned, 
and  that  of  the  immediate  ancestors  of  the  family 
under  consideration. 

(I)  William  Oakes  emigrated  from  Wales  and 
is  supposed  to  have  lived  at  Gloucester,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  He  had  sons :  William,  who  lived  in  Wor¬ 
cester  County,  Massachusetts;  John,  of  whom  fur¬ 
ther;  Calvin,  who  settled  at  Pudding  Hollow,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  ;  his  sons  were :  William,  Calvin,  Carey, 
Isaac,  David,  and  Caleb;  of  these,  Isaac  was  a  well 
known  minister  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1820,  and  was 
ordained  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  in  1823. 

(II)  John  Oakes,  son  of  William  Oakes,  ac¬ 
cording  to  W.  G.  Atkins  in  his  “History  of  Haw¬ 
ley,  Massachusetts,”  was  born  in  May,  1769.  In 
1816,  just  a  year  after  the  close  of  our  second  war 
with  England,  the  spirit  of  western  emigration 
came  to  him,  and  he,  accompanied  by  his  family, 
ten  in  all,  started  for  Pennsylvania,  which  was 
then  the  West.  The  journey  was  made  in  a  cov¬ 
ered  wagon,  drawn  by  two  steers  and  a  mare.  In¬ 
stead  of  iron,  the  wagon  had  tires  made  of  cow 
hide;  the  yoke  used  on  this  journey  was  preserved 
for  more  than  forty  years,  and  the  iron  chain  is 


still  in  the  list  of  family  heirlooms.  After  leaving 
Massachusetts,  they  traveled  steadily  until  they 
arrived  at  Rochester,  New  York,  where  they  tar¬ 
ried  for  six  weeks,  and  then  made  their  way  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  secured  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  for  $2.50  an  acre.  They  endured 
many  hardships  which,  however,  only  served  to 
develop  and  strengthen  their  character.  They 
worked  in  the  woods  and  fields  all  day  and  far 
into  the  night,  making  pine  shingles  which  were 
shipped  to  Pittsburgh  to  sell.  They  were  first 
taken  to  Cochranton,  there  put  on  flat  boats  and 
sent  down  the  river  to  Pittsburgh.  Apples,  grain, 
and  other  farm  products  were  also  sent.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Marsh,  born  in  March,  1773.  The 
Marsh  family  is  thought  to  be  of  Spanish  descent. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oakes  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  1.  Avery,  born  in  1802,  died  at  Mead- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  aged  seventy  years;  he  was  a 
carpenter,  married,  and  had  three  children :  Gus¬ 
tave;  Preston,  deceased;  and  Adelbert.  2.  John,  of 
whom  further.  3.  Joel,  born  in  1806,  died  at  Sugar 
Lake  in  1887;  he  was  a  farmer,  and  he  and  his 
brother,  John,  married  sisters,  Naomi  and  Myra ; 
children :  David,  deceased ;  Ansel,  deceased ;  Abi¬ 
gail,  who  married  Edwin  Bentley ;  Lucina,  married 
Hiram  Baldwin;  Caroline,  who  married  a  Mr. 
Sunbury;  Ella,  who  married  Frank  Benson;  Carey, 
deceased;  Lewis,  deceased;  and  John.  4.  Levi, 
born  in  1808,  died  at  Sugar  Lake;  he  was  a  farmer, 
and  married  Sarah  Ann,  their  children  being: 
Hiram,  James,  William,  John,  Harriet.  5.  Abigail, 
born  in  1810,  died  near  Cochranton,  Pennsylvania; 
married  John  Byham,  a  farmer.  6.  Luther.  7. 
Nellie. 

(Ill)  John  Oakes,  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Marsh)  Oakes,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in 
1804,  and  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  moved  to  Sugar  Lake,  Crawford 
County,  Pennsylvania.  Here  he  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  and  became  a  farmer,  in  which  line  he 
continued  until  his  death  in  August,  1882.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (first)  Myra,  born  in  Crawford.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (second)  Margaret  (Case)  Daniels,  born  at 
Sugar  Lake,  and  who  died  there  in  1863.  She  had 
been  a  widow  of  John  P.  Daniels,  a  farmer.  John 
Oakes  and  his  second  wife  were  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Children  by  first 
marriage:  1.  Ephraim,  resided  at  the  old  home¬ 
stead.  2.  Clarissa,  deceased.  3.  Washington,  a 
farmer  of  Blackash,  Pennsylvania.  4.  Ellen,  mar¬ 
ried  Peter  Bogardus,  a  farmer.  5.  Hannah,  mar- 
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ried  Daney  Smith,  a  farmer.  6.  William,  an  orange 
grower  of  Los  Angeles,  California.  7.  Jane,  mar¬ 
ried  Nelson  Smith,  both  deceased.  Children  of 
second  marriage:  8.  Ellison,  born  May  15,  1856, 
died  near  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  December,  1907;  he 
owned  a  grist  mill  and  gas  wells ;  he  married  Phena 
Looper,  who  survived  him;  their  children  are: 
Frank,  Ruby,  Mabel,  and  Clara.  9.  Eletha,  twin 
of  Ellison,  married  Edward  Britton,  a  farmer  at 
Guys  Mills,  Pennsylvania;  their  children:  Clinton, 
married  Ethel  Stinson;  Raymond,  Archie,  Lela, 
married  Lee  Graham ;  Harriet,  married  Oscar 
Smith;  and  Martha.  10.  Perry  Alvin,  of  whom 
further.  11.  Mary,  born  June  3,  1863;  married  Ed¬ 
ward  Hatch,  a  farmer,  and  resides  at  Blackash, 
Pennsylvania;  children:  Jennie,  married  Mr.  Mc- 
Elroy;  and  Hazel,  married  Mr.  Noel. 

(IV)  Perry  Alvin  Oakes,  son  of  John  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Case-Daniels)  Oakes,  was  born  at  Sugar 
Lake,  Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania,  March  27, 
1859.  His  father  died  in  Crawford  County,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  The  son 
attended  the  public  and  high  schools  of  his  native 
county,  and  was  reared  to  farming.  In  1878  he 
came  to  Duke  Center  and  was  among  those  who 
worked  on  an  oil  lease,  and  also  operated  a  well 
for  himself.  He  was  for  a  time  a  tool  dresser; 
he  was  among  the  pioneers  in  the  Bradford  oil 
fields,  and  drew  his  wood  with  oxen  in  the  early 
days,  for  use  in  drilling.  He  then  followed  drill¬ 
ing  and  also  contracting,  since  that  time,  and  in 
1882  he  purchased  his  first  oil  well  on  the  Strick¬ 
lin  farm  in  Duke  Center,  as  above  mentioned. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  an  oil  producer,  and 
after  leaving  Duke  Center  he  located,  in  1884,  at 
Mt.  Alton,  where  he  worked  as  a  driller,  later 
going  to  Rew  City,  purchasing  an  oil  lease  there, 
which  he  sold  at  a  profit,  repurchasing  at  State 
Line.  In  1892  he  moved  to  Mt.  Jewett,  and  worked 
at  oil  well  drilling  until  1898;  he  has  since  then 
been  residing  here,  and  has  valuable  holdings. 
In  1899  he  secured  a  lease  on  which  he  has  nearly 
three  score  producing  wells,  many  of  which  he 
drilled  himself.  He  has  important  holdings  in  the 
Bradford  oil  fields,  and  is  assisted  in  his  work  by 
his  five  sons,  the  firm  being  known  as  P.  A.  Oakes 
&  Sons.  Mr.  Oakes  has  erected  a  modern  resi¬ 
dence  at  Mt.  Jewett,  and  is  rated  as  one  of  the  most 
progressive  and  substantial  citizens.  He  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  his  politics,  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  he  serves  as 


a  trustee.  His  time  and  attention  are  given  very 
closely  to  his  business  and  so  he  has  few  outside 
affiliations,  but  is  ever  generous  in  his  help  in  all 
matters  that  are  for  the  progress  or  benefit  of  the 
section. 

Perry  A.  Oakes  married,  September  15,  1880, 
Mary  Louisa  Phillips,  born  in  New  Richmond, 
Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania,  July  1,  i860  (see 
Phillips  line).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oakes  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  six  children:  1.  Sherman  P.,  born  at  Mt. 
Alton,  Pennsylvania,  August  23,  1885;  he  married 
Lucy  Ashton,  born  in  March,  1889,  died  February 
8,  1911 ;  children,  both  born  at  Mt.  Jewett :  Lowell, 
August  13,  1908;  Curtis,  May  24,  1910.  2.  Rollo 
A.,  born  in  Bingham,  Pennsylvania,  February  3, 
1888;  married  Martha  Mock;  their  child,  Raymond, 
born  at  Mt.  Jewett,  August  27,  1910.  3.  Clyde  S., 
born  at  Mt.  Jewett,  April  19,  1893.  4-  Gale  P.,  born 
at  Mt.  Jewett,  May  28,  1897.  5-  Leroy  R.,  born 
at  Mt.  Jewett,  September  26,  1899.  6.  Grace  J., 
graduated  from  Mt.  Jewett  High  School. 

(The  Phillips  Line). 

(I)  Annanias  Phillips,  the  first  of  the  line  of 
whom  we  have  any  information,  was  born  in  Ver¬ 
mont,  near  Whitehall,  New  York.  He  and  his 
wife  Lydia  moved  to  Crawford  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  both  died.  Children :  Rev.  Jeremiah 
Alfred,  a  Civil  War  veteran,  married  Eliza  Ward ; 
Annanias,  of  whom  further;  Roswell;  Charles; 
Abigail;  Lydia,  married  Sylvanus  Cook;  James; 
Sibyl,  married  Joseph  Clark;  and  Prudentia. 

(II)  Annanias  Phillips,  son  of  Annanias  and 
Lydia  Phillips,  was  born  over  the  Vermont  line, 
June  3,  1808.  He  came  early  in  life  with  his 
parents  to  Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming.  He  married  Julia  Ann 
Gale,  born  near  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  August  27, 
1824,  died  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  March  25,  1885, 
daughter  of  John  Gale,  of  English  parentage; 
children:  1.  Stilman  Sidney,  born  January  3,  1850, 
died  June  1,  1863.  2.  Noah  Lund,  born  April  22, 
1851 ;  a  retired  farmer  of  Meadville,  unmarried. 
3.  Jeremiah,  born  January  6,  1853,  died  September 
18,  1854.  4.  Arthur  G.,  born  May  4,  1854,  an  oil 
operator  of  Meadville;  married  Dora  Willey;  their 
children :  Woodley  G.  and  Anita.  5.  John  Beach, 
born  April  1,  1856  ,  a  worker  in  an  oil  refinery  at 
Casey,  Illinois,  and  also  an  oil  operator;  married 
Clara  Manross ;  children :  Henry  and  Leona.  6. 
Sylvanus  Cook,  died  in  infancy.  7.  Mary  Louisa, 
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married  Perry  A.  Oakes,  as  above  stated.  8.  Israel 
Thurston,  died  in  infancy.  9-  Martin  Annanias, 
born  April  22,  1864;  he  was  a  gauger  and  oil  pro¬ 
ducer  of  Casey,  Illinois. 


FREDERICK  MORCK— One  of  the  most 
prominent  oil  men  in  the  development  of  the  fields 
about  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  business  man 
whose  pioneer  instincts  took  him  as  far  afield 
as  Alabama  and  Missouri,  where  he  introduced 
new  industries,  Frederick  Morck  is  specifically 
famous  as  the  driller  of  the  famous  “646”  well  at 
Cherry  Grove  in  1882.  A  variety  of  enterprises 
marked  his  business  career  in  Warren,  where  he 
was  admired  for  his  straightforward  character 
and  loved  for  his  ever  cheery  personality,  and  he 
made  his  success  a  benefit  to  the  community.  The 
Morck  family  originated  in  France,  where  the 
family  name  was  Morque,  but  was  forced  to  flee 
during  the  Huguenot  persecution,  and  settled  in 
Germany. 

August  C.  Morck,  father  of  Frederick  Morck, 
was  born  in  Dortmund,  Westphalia,  August  13, 
1820.  He  married  Sophia  A.  Kirberger,  of  Ben- 
dorff,  Germany.  With  Frederick,  their  first  child, 
they  came  to  America  in  1851,  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  near  Warren  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Conewango  Creek,  where  the  Fair  Grounds  are 
now  located.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Frederick,  born  January  31,  1850;  Albert  W., 
born  September  30,  1851,  died  April  28,  1886;  Eliza 
H.,  born  August  30,  1853,  wife  of  Philip  J.  Bayer, 
a  leading  manufacturer  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania; 
and  August  C.,  born  in  1855,  died  in  November, 
1925,  in  Oil  City,  where  he  had  been  a  prominent 
citizen. 

Frederick  Morck  was  eighteen  months  old  when 
his  family  settled  in  Warren.  In  1867  he  went  to 
Florence,  Alabama,  to  attend  school.  His  educa¬ 
tion  completed,  he  returned  to  Warren  and  began 
his  business  career  by  establishing  the  Frederick 
Morck  jewelry  store  in  the  building  now  occupied 
by  the  Mellen  Drug  Company.  Twelve  years  later 
he  admitted  to  partnership  his  brother,  August  C. 
Morck,  under  the  firm  name  of  Morck  Brothers, 
and  in  1896  Albert  C.  Kirberger,  with  whose  en¬ 
trance  into  the  firm  it  became  Morck  &  Kirberger. 

Meantime,  Mr.  Morck  was  pursuing  many  other 
vocations.  In  1882  he  became  convinced  that  an  oil 
pool  lay  in  the  vicinity  of  Cherry  Grove  and  per¬ 


sisted  in  his  plans  for  drilling  in  the  face  of  com¬ 
munity  ridicule.  The  famous  “Well  No.  646”  re¬ 
sulted.  It  was  brought  in  with  a  production  of 
6,000  barrels  a  day,  and  was  the  most  phenomenal 
well  of  the  vicinity.  Overnight  the  hamlet  be¬ 
came  a  boom  town,  and  the  territory  was  soon 
honeycombed  with  wells.  Mr.  Morck  subsequently 
developed  a  number  of  other  wells  in  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  field,  as  well  as  in  the  South  and  Southwest. 
In  Missouri  he  opened  a  virgin  and  productive  coal 
field.  In  the  same  eventful  8o’s  Mr.  Morck  built 
the  Exchange  Block  on  the  south  side  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Avenue,  a  building  now  owned  by  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  He  was  an  influential  organizer  of 
the  Conewango  Furniture  Company,  of  which  he 
was  for  many  years  president.  In  all  these  varied 
activities  he  was  widely  famed  for  his  integrity. 

Mr.  Morck  owned  part  of  the  Alden  farm,  where 
he  built  a  fine  residence  with  beautiful  grounds 
adorned  with  the  trees  and  plants  which  he  had 
installed  there.  Mr.  Morck  was  an  enthusiastic 
sportsman.  About  thirty  years  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  his  home  in  Warren,  July  23, 
1925,  he  organized  and  became  the  first  president  of 
the  Conewango  Fishing  Club,  which  built  a  camp  in 
Canada.  To  it  Mr.  Morck  made  yearly  visits.  He 
was  also  a  charter  member  of  the  Conewango  Club 
of  Warren. 

Frederick  Morck  married  (first),  in  1873,  Belle 
Hertzell,  daughter  of  Andrew  Hertzell.  She  died 
within  a  few  years,  leaving  one  child,  Gertrude, 
who  has  a  home  in  Warren,  and  another  in  New 
York  City.  In  1886  he  married  (second)  Bertha 
Elizabeth  Keferstein,  of  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia,  who  survives  her  husband  and  resides  at 
No.  603  Market  Street,  Warren.  The  children  of 
the  second  marriage  were :  Bertha  K.,  wife  ofWin- 
throp  Williams,  of  Warren,  and  mother  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Helen  Morck  Williams;  Helen  Anne,  who 
married  Robert  Z.  Morrison,  and  who  died  Febru¬ 
ary,  1923,  leaving  two  children,  Robert  Z.,  Jr.,  and 
Bertha  Frances;  and  Frances  Juliette,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Robert  Z.  Morrison  in  1925. 

A  man  of  the  extraordinary  energy  and  enter¬ 
prise  of  Frederick  Morck  benefits  every  community 
he  enters.  He  finds  new  and  profitable  resources 
which  bring  opportunity  for  investment  and  for 
labor,  and  thus  contribute  to  the  general  welfare. 
His  personality  and  force  rouse  more  sluggish 
people  to  increased  effort.  This  was  true  of  Fred¬ 
erick  Morck,  who  was  an  inspiration  to  all  he  met. 
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JOHN  SCOTT  SCHAEFFER— A  success¬ 
ful  practitioner  of  the  law  before  the  Superior 
and  Supreme  courts  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Scott 
Schaeffer,  of  Kittanning,  Armstrong  County,  comes 
of  an  honorable  and  patriotic  line  of  ancestors. 
His  immigrant  forebear  was  Anthony  Schaeffer, 
who  came  to  this  country  from  Germany  in  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  first  settled 
about  1733,  in  Northampton  County,  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  State  militia  at  the  time 
of  the  Revolution,  and  fought  in  that  war  and  in 
border  warfare  against  the  Indians.  He  removed 
to  Kittanning  before  the  beginning  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century.  He  married  Catherine  Reeg,  who 
had  been  his  sweetheart  in  Germany  and  had 
arrived  in  this  country  two  years  before  him. 
Their  children  were:  Eva  Catherine,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  15,  1766;  George  Peter,  born  March  27, 
1769;  Elizabeth  Christina,  born  February  21,  1771 ; 
Susanna  Margaret,  born  April  13,  1774;  and  John 
Philip,  of  whom  further. 

John  Philip  Schaeffer,  son  of  Anthony  and 
Catherine  (Reeg)  Schaeffer,  was  born  November 
18,  1778,  and  died  July  9,  1848.  He  married 
Catherine  Elizabeth  Zerfaus  (sometimes  spelled 
Zerfoss),  who  died  November  27,  1830,  daughter 
of  John  Zerfaus,  who  served  as  a  private  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  attained  some  fame  be¬ 
cause  of  his  encounter  with  an  English  officer. 
The  American  force  was  retreating  from  the  bat¬ 
tle  front,  and  as  John  Zerfaus  was  crossing  a  fence 
he  was  struck  on  the  head  with  a  sabre  by  an 
English  officer.  In  retaliation  Zerfaus  shot  the 
officer  in  the  leg,  and  both  were  sent  to  an  English 
hospital,  where  the  officer  congratulated  the  young 
man  for  his  pluck.  John  Zerfaus  was  a  black¬ 
smith,  a  gunsmith,  and  a  farmer.  Children :  John 
Philip,  born  April  22,  1811,  married  Susanna 
Olinger ;  Isaac,  who  married  Elizabeth  Schall ; 
Anthony;  Michael,  born  in  1815,  married  Susanna 
Hartman;  Frederick,  of  whom  further;  Mary; 
and  Elizabeth. 

Frederick  Schaeffer,  son  of  John  Philip  and 
Catherine  E.  (Zerfaus)  Schaeffer,  who  died  in 
1896,  was  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Armstrong 
County.  He  married  Nancy  Waltenbaugh,  who 
died  about  1887.  Children :  John  B.,  Daniel  W., 
of  whom  further;  Absalom,  Jackson,  William  W., 
George,  Anna  K.,  who  married  John  Cook;  Mary 
M.,  who  married  Henry  Hare;  Levina,  who  mar¬ 
ried  James  Heighley. 


Daniel  W.  Schaeffer,  son  of  Frederick  and  Nancy 
(Waltenbaugh)  Schaeffer,  was  born  in  Armstrong 
County,  June  3,  1844,  and  died  in  1918.  He  served 
as  a  private  in  the  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery 
in  the  Civil  War.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
commissioned  to  help  take  the  census  of  the  colored 
population  in  the  South.  He  was  one  of  the  best 
known  painters  in  Armstrong  County.  He  was  a 
prominent  man  in  the  affairs  of  the  county,  and 
served  as  county  auditor,  school  director  and  asses¬ 
sor.  He  was  a  Past  Commander  of  Post  No.  156, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  had  been  dele¬ 
gate  to  National  encampments  of  that  order.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  the  National  Geo¬ 
graphic  Society.  He  married  Maria  Scott,  born 
May  4,  1848,  died  1901,  daughter  of  John  and  Bar¬ 
bara  (Steeper)  Scott,  and  granddaughter  of  Isaac 
Scott,  who  was  a  prominent  man  in  Kittanning  of 
his  day  and  served  as  aide  to  his  relative,  General 
Winfield  Scott,  in  the  War  of  1812.  Children: 
John  Scott,  of  whom  further;  Charles  F.,  and 
Harry  S. 

John  Scott  Schaeffer,  son  of  Daniel  W.  and 
Maria  (Scott)  Schaeffer,  was  born  February  25, 
1871,  at  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania.  Having  re¬ 
ceived  his  elementary  training  and  taken  his  pre¬ 
paratory  course  in  the  public  schools  of  Kittanning, 
he  entered  Thiel  College,  whence  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  the  class  of  1892.  He  then  entered  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  and  was  graduated 
from  its  Law  Department  in  the  class  of  1900  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  also  holds 
the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Master  of 
Arts.  In  1900  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  where  he  practiced  until  1907.  when  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Armstrong  County,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  conducted  a  private  practice 
with  gratifying  success.  He  is  also  a  graduate  of 
the  1916  Plattsburg  Military  Training  Camp. 

Besides  his  own  educational  accomplishments, 
Mr.  Schaeffer  has  considerable  experience  as  a 
teacher  to  his  credit.  Following  his  graduation 
from  Thiel  College,  he  was  professor  of  English 
at  Wagner  Memorial  Lutheran  College,  Rochester, 
New  York,  and  for  the  following  three  years  he 
served  very  ably  as  superintendent  of  schools  at 
Elizabeth,  Pennsylvania.  He  has  been  a  licensed 
practitioner  before  the  Supreme  and  Superior 
courts  of  Pennsylvania  since  1904.  He  also  holds 
a  State  teacher’s  permanent  certificate. 
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Mr.  Schaeffer  casts  in  his  lot  with  the  Republican 
party.  During  the  World  War  he  enthusiastically 
executed  his  duties  as  chairman  of  “four-minute 
men”  of  Armstrong  County  and  as  a  member  of 
the  Legal  Advisory  Board,  and  during  the  period 
of  the  United  States’  activity  in  the  war  he  gave 
virtually  all  his  time  to  the  work,  which  included 
the  making  of  a  great  number  of  patriotic  ad¬ 
dresses. 

Mr.  Schaeffer  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  and  the  Armstrong  County 
Historical  Society.  His  clubs  are  the  Kiwanis  and 
Kittanning  Country.  He  is  a  devout  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  superintendent  of  its  Sunday 
School,  and  teacher  of  the  Ladies’  Adult  Bible 
Class. 

A  substantial  member  of  the  community,  a  recog¬ 
nized  leader  of  the  bar,  possessing  strong  con¬ 
victions  and  the  courage  to  give  them  voice,  John 
Scott  Schaeffer  is  widely  known  for  his  profes¬ 
sional  qualifications,  his  strong  reasoning  powers, 
and  a  native  endowment  of  eloquence.  He  is  a  very 
popular  public  speaker,  and  is  heard  gladly  on  days 
and  occasions  when  one  of  his  sincerity  and  fervor 
is  in  demand. 

His  maternal  ancestor,  Robert  Scott,  was  a  sol¬ 
dier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was  born  in 
Dundee,  Scotland,  and  his  wife  was  born  in  Dub¬ 
lin,  Ireland.  Other  ancestors  of  Mr.  Schaeffer 
who  served  in  the  American  Revolution  are  Michael 
Hartman  and  John  Adam  Waltenbaugh,  whose 
name  appears  in  the  Pennsylvania  Archives  as 
Adam  Waltingbuf. 


CYRUS  FAY  MACKEY— Franklin,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  busy  to-day  with  a  wide  variety  of  in¬ 
dustries  of  which  the  output  is  used  throughout 
the  United  States,  owes  much  of  this  activity  to 
the  executive  genius  of  the  Mackey  family,  of 
which  Cyrus  Fay  Mackey,  the  present  representa¬ 
tive,  is  an  outstanding  illustration.  Cyrus  F. 
Mackey  is  general  manager  of  the  Franklin  Steel 
Works. 

The  first  American  of  the  family  was  James 
Mackey,  born  near  Inverness,  Scotland,  who  was 
the  son  of  James  Mackey  of  the  Clan  Mackey. 
James  Mackey  immigrated  to  America  in  1765  and 
located  at  Port  Deposit,  Maryland,  from  which 
point  he  enlisted  in  the  Continental  Army  during 
the  Revolutionary  War,  while  his  brother,  who 
settled  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  was  a 
delegate  to  the  convention  that  framed  the  first 


constitution  of  Pennsylvania.  James  Mackey  mar¬ 
ried  Keziah  Rebecca  Murphy,  of  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  and  had  several  children,  among  whom 
was  Charles  Washington  Mackey,  of  whom  further. 

Charles  Washington  Mackey  was  born  in  Port 
Deposit  on  April  21,  1791.  After  a  boyhood  on 
the  farm,  he  went  to  Wilmington,  Delaware,  where 
he  learned  the  wagon-making  trade,  thence  to 
Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  established 
a  business  of  his  own.  After  experimenting  with 
Lycoming,  Pennsylvania,  Charles  W.  Mackey  finally 
moved  to  Franklin,  in  December,  1831,  where  he 
engaged  in  smithing  and  the  manufacture  of  car¬ 
riages  on  a  large  scale  for  those  pioneer  days. 
Through  his  force  of  character  and  ability,  he  be¬ 
came  prominent  in  the  locality,  was  a  Democrat, 
a  Presbyterian,  a  Mason,  and  held  the  office  of 
coroner.  He  married,  May  19,  1819,  Julia  Ann 
Fagundus,  born  December  14,  1801,  in  Chester 
County,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Cressman)  Fagundus.  Her  grandfather  was  born 
at  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  Germany,  and  immi¬ 
grated  to  America  in  1732,  as  did  her  maternal 
grandfather,  John  Cressman. 

Their  ninth  child,  Charles  William  Mackey,  was 
born  in  Franklin,  November  19,  1840.  After  a 
good  early  education  in  the  local  schools,  at  Ve¬ 
nango  Academy,  and  under  the  tutelage  of  Pro¬ 
fessor  William  Burgwin,  Charles  William  Mackey 
entered  the  printing  trade,  and  while  still  a  boy 
published  a  newspaper.  At  eighteen  he  began  the 
study  of  law  under  his  brother-in-law,  Hon. 
Charles  E.  Taylor,  afterward  president  judge  of 
the  Venango  district.  He  served  with  conspicuous 
bravery  in  the  Civil  War,  in  Company  C,  Tenth 
Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  which  he  had 
been  active  in  recruiting,  and  participated  in  a  long 
list  of  important  engagements.  Returning  home 
with  the  title  of  first  lieutenant  and  with  a  fine 
record,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  other  states  and  to  practice  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  1875.  He 
attained  note  as  a  corporation  lawyer,  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Taylor  &  Gilfillan  in  Franklin.  With 
a  genius  for  organization,  he,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
organized  a  hundred  or  more  corporations,  with  an 
aggregate  capital  of  about  $150,000,000,  including 
railroad,  gas,  manufacturing  companies,  banks, 
coal  mining  enterprises,  etc.  His  share  in  the  in¬ 
dustrial  development  of  Pennsylvania  was  large. 
Many  of  these  enterprises  he  later  served  in  an 
executive  capacity.  He  was  president  of  the  Co- 
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lumbia  Gas  Light  &  Fuel  Company  and  of  the 
Franklin  Natural  Gas  Company,  attorney  for  the 
Allegheny  Valley  Railroad;  projector,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  general  solicitor  for  the  Olean,  Bradford 
&  Warren  Railroad,  also  of  the  Cincinnati  & 
Southeastern  Railroad;  director  of  the  Pittsburgh 
&  Western  Railroad,  as  well  as  its  general  solic¬ 
itor;  vice-president  of  the  New  York  Connecting 
Railway  Company;  and  vice-president  and  general 
counselor  of  the  Colorado  &  Northwestern  Rail¬ 
way.  He  was  a  director  in  the  Exchange  Bank, 
the  Savings  Bank  of  Franklin,  the  Emlenton  Bank, 
and  the  Edenburg  Bank.  A  staunch  Republican, 
he  was  twice  a  Congressional  candidate  and  had’ 
gratifying  support,  though  not  elected.  His  rank 
of  captain  came  from  his  service  with  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  National  Guard.  He  was  a  prominent  Mason 
and  a  popular  clubman.  During  his  later  years  he 
was  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Mackey  & 
Hughes,  with  offices  in  Franklin  and  in  New  York 
City.  His  active  and  useful  life  ended  in  1917. 

Captain  Mackey  married,  May  9,  1867,  Lauretta 
Barnes  Fay,  daughter  of  Cyrus  Paige  and  Myra 
(Barnes)  Fay,  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  Her  father 
was  the  son  of  Daniel  Fay,  of  Hardwick,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  bom  December  14,  1752,  who  served  in 
Colonel  Larned’s  regiment  during  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War.  On  the  maternal  side  also  Cyrus  P.  Fay 
was  descended  from  a  Revolutionary  hero,  for  his 
mother,  Mary  (Paige)  Fay,  was  a  daughter  of 
Colonel  Timothy  Paige,  an  officer  of  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Army.  An  even  more  notable  early  an¬ 
cestor  was  Elder  Brewster,  of  the  “Mayflower.” 
The  third  of  the  six  children  of  Captain  and  Mrs. 
Mackey  is  the  subject  of  this  record,  Cyrus  Fay 
Mackey. 

Cyrus  Fay  Mackey  was  born  in  Franklin,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  July  1,  1872.  After  attending  the  ele¬ 
mentary  schools  of  Franklin,  he  entered  Phillips- 
Andover  Academy,  in  Andover,  Massachusetts, 
from  which  he  passed  to  Yale  University  in  New 
Haven,  graduating  from  that  institution  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1896.  His  business 
career  began  in  his  native  city,  where  he  was  made 
superintendent  of  the  Franklin  Steel  Casting  Com¬ 
pany.  He  then  began  his  connection  with  the 
Franklin  Steel  Works,  passing  from  the  status  of 
superintendent  to  assistant  general  manager,  then 
to  general  manager,  a  post  that  he  still  occupies. 
Well-balanced  judgment,  reliability,  and  ability  to 
handle  men  are  characteristics  which  have  con¬ 


tributed  to  Mr.  Mackey’s  success.  Popular  in 
clubs  and  societies,  he  was  a  member  of  the  A.  U. 
V.  Society  at  Andover,  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 
Fraternity  and  the  Wolf’s  Head  at  Yale,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York  City  as 
well  as  of  the  Country  and  the  Franklin  clubs,  of 
Franklin. 

Mr.  Mackey  married,  on  April  30,  1914,  in  New 
York  City,  Veronica  Belle  Acheson,  daughter  of 
Edward  Goodrich  and  Margaret  (Maher)  Acheson. 

Dr.  Acheson  is  a  noted  electrical  engineer  and 
inventor,  as  well  as  a  prominent  financier.  He  is 
the  son  of  William  and  Sarah  D.  (Ruple)  Ache¬ 
son,  and  was  born  in  Washington,  Pennsylvania, 
March  9,  1856.  His  boyhood  was  happy,  and  his 
education  unusually  good,  but  his  father’s  death  at 
the  time  of  a  severe  business  depression  threw  him 
on  his  own  resources  at  an  early  age.  After  vari¬ 
ous  experiences,  Mr.  Acheson,  in  1880,  found  his 
way  to  Menlo  Park,  the  laboratories  of  Thomas  A. 
Edison,  whose  employ  he  entered  as  draughtsman 
at  a  salary  of  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents  a  week. 
There  his  genius  quickly  flowered,  and  he  sailed,  in 
1881,  to  Europe  as  the  first  assistant  to  Mr. 
Edison’s  representative,  who  was  preparing  an  ex¬ 
hibit  at  the  International  Electrical  Exposition  in 
Paris.  Some  years  abroad  and  subsequent  years 
in  this  country  rich  in  research  and  experimenta¬ 
tion  brought  him  to  a  discovery  that  has  proved 
revolutionary  in  importance :  Carborundum.  The 
use  of  this  new  material  jumped  from  52,000 
pounds,  in  round  figures,  in  1894,  to  22,433,000 
pounds  in  1916,  and  it  is  practically  a  necessity  in 
many  lines  of  manufacture.  A  large  plant  in  Ni¬ 
agara  manufactures  it.  Dr.  Acheson  also  devel¬ 
oped  the  artificial  manufacture  of  graphite,  of 
which  50,000,000  pounds  yearly  are  produced  by 
the  Acheson  Graphite  Company.  Foreign  develop¬ 
ments  were  hindered  by  the  World  War.  The  Ache¬ 
son  Corporation  controls  all  these  enormous  in¬ 
terests.  Dr.  Acheson  twice  received  the  John 
Scott  Medal  of  the  Franklin  Institute  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  as  well  as  the  famous  Rumford  and  the 
Perkin  medals.  The  University  of  Pittsburgh  in 
1909  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Science ;  in  1913  he  was  elected  foreign  member  of 
the  Swedish  Technological  Society,  and  in  the  same 
year  honorary  member  of  the  Imperial  Russian 
Technical  Society;  in  1914  he  was  created  a 
Knight  of  the  Royal  Order  of  the  Polar  Star  by 
the  King  of  Sweden.  His  son-in-law  and  daugh- 
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ter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mackey,  are  the  parents  of  a  son, 
Charles  William  Mackey,  born  in  Franklin,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  April  12,  1916. 

HON.  NELSON  PLATT  WHEELER,  late 
of  Endeavor,  Pennsylvania,  was  in  business,  po¬ 
litical  and  religious  connections  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  his 
generation  in  Northwestern  Pennsylvania.  His 
record  is  that  of  a  successful  business  man,  a  com¬ 
petent  and  conscientious  public  official,  a  loyal 
supporter  of  the  church,  and  a  representative 
member  of  an  esteemed  family,  universally  hon¬ 
ored  throughout  Western  New  York  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Near  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  his 
paternal  grandfather,  William  Wheeler,  of 
Blandford,  Massachusetts,  being  attracted  by  the 
resources  of  the  virgin  pine  which  then  clothed 
the  upper  regions  of  the  Delaware  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  and,  in 
company  with  his  brothers,  manufactured  lumber 
for  the  Philadelphia  market.  This  enterprise 
proved  eminently  successful  and  enabled  the 
Wheeler  Brothers  to  be  ranked  among  the  leading 
financiers  of  their  day.  William  Wheeler  mar¬ 
ried  Eleanor  Knox,  of  Blandford,  a  member  of 
the  distinguished  Massachusetts  family  by  that 
name,  a  daughter  of  a  Revolutionary  patriot.  Mrs. 
Wheeler  was  a  devout  Christian  and  a  woman  of 
culture.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  were  born 
five  sons  and  two  daughters:  Malina,  Nelson, 
Betsy,  William  French,  Truman,  Addison,  and 
George.  In  1813  the  family  removed  to  Deposit, 
New  York,  where  the  children  received  their  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  the  public  schools,  with 
advanced  work  in  other  institutions  of  learning, 
Nelson  and  Truman  graduating  later  from  Union 
College. 

In  Deposit,  on  December  15,  1817,  William 
Wheeler  became  associated  with  members  of  the 
Dusenbury  family  in  the  work  of  lumbering  and 
farming,  under  the  firm  name  of  Wheeler  &  Dus¬ 
enbury.  An  entry  in  the  day  book  kept  by  Mr. 
Wheeler  dated  June  12,  1818,  refers  to  these 
business  relationships.  Since  that  year  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  two  families  of  Wheeler  and 
Dusenbury  have  been  associated  in  timber  manu¬ 
facture  and  production,  four  generations  of  the 
two  families  having  thus  cooperated  in  this 
business. 

William  French  Wheeler,  second  son  of  Wil¬ 


liam  and  Eleanor  (Knox)  Wheeler,  in  whose 
eyes  “pine  trees  were  the  most  beautiful  objects 
on  earth,”  to  whom  “rafts  were  a  delight,”  and 
for  whom  “sawmills  had  a  great  attraction,” 
finding  his  chief  joy  in  sharing  the  lot  of  a  lum¬ 
berman,  was  invited  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  to 
help  organize  a  lumber  company  for  the  purpose 
of  manufacturing  lumber  on  the  headwaters  of 
the  Allegheny  River  in  Western  New  York.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  his  father,  in  company  with  Deacon  Ezra 
May  and  Mr.  Kelsey,  bought  fifteen  hundred  acres 
of  virgin  timber  in  the  locality  where  the  town  of 
Portville  is  now  situated.  Later  a  lumber  com¬ 
pany  was  formed  consisting  of  Ezra  May,  Wil¬ 
liam  Wheeler,  William  F.  Wheeler,  Henry  Dus¬ 
enbury,  Edgar  Gregory,  and  Russell  Kelsey, 
with  the  title  of  Dusenbury,  Wheeler,  May  & 
Company,  which  in  1834  was  changed  to  Wheeler 
&  Dusenbury. 

Early  in  1834,  William  French  Wheeler 
crossed  the  Empire  State  by  stage  coach  as  far 
as  Friendship,  then  walked  the  remainder  of  the 
way  to  Portville  to  take  charge  of  the  lumber 
interests.  During  the  year  he  was  joined  by  his 
friend,  Henry  Dusenbury,  who  came  with  his 
family  and  fitted  up  a  store.  Mr.  Dusenbury  (in 
later  years  the  father-in-law  of  Bishop  John  Hyle 
Vincent,  founder  of  the  Chautauqua  Assembly, 
and  father  of  Dr.  George  Vincent  of  the  Rocke¬ 
feller  Foundation),  was  a  “thoroughgoing,  up¬ 
right  business  man,  well  fitted  for  the  position  he 
occupied,  conscientious  in  every  act,  reliable  as 
the  sun.”  In  his  new  home  Mr.  Wheeler  proved 
his  worth  as  a  citizen  of  merit  and  ability  in  the 
various  walks  of  life.  Having  had  a  Presbyter¬ 
ian  ancestry  of  three  centuries  and  more,  and 
having  been  strictly  reared  in  that  faith,  he  with 
Mr.  Dusenbury,  from  the  beginning,  had  the 
avowed  purpose  of  “conducting  business  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  exert  a  moral  and  Christian  in¬ 
fluence.”  Their  first  task  was  to  eliminate  the 
use  of  intoxicating  drink  among  their  workmen, 
to  secure  preaching  services,  and  to  promote  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  Sabbath.  And  such  was  their 
success  that,  before  they  passed  away,  both  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  firm  had  witnessed  a  complete  change 
in  the  standards  of  life  in  the  community,  evil  in¬ 
fluences  that  existed  there  upon  their  arrival 
having  been  eliminated,  and  still  are  to  the  present 
day. 

In  1839  William  French  Wheeler  married 
(first)  Flora  Atkins,  a  woman  with  a  beautiful 
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Christian  character  and  a  daughter  of  Hon. 
Quintus  Flaminius  Atkins,  Judge  of  the  Cleve¬ 
land  courts,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  by  whom  he  had 
five  children:  Nelson  Platt,  born  in  1841;  Eg¬ 
bert;  Augusta,  wife  of  E.  A.  Skinner;  and  two 
children  who  died  in  childhood.  In  1850  Flora 
(Atkins)  Wheeler  died,  and  in  1852  Mr.  Wheeler 
married  (second)  Marilla  Clark,  of  Peacham, 
Vermont,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Lilia. 
In  1878,  Mr.  Wheeler  was  elected  to  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  of  New  York — the  year  of  the  opening  of 
the  new  Capitol  Building  at  Albany.  He  refused 
a  second  term.  For  many  years  he  was  an  elder 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  he  had  helped 
to  organize  and  was  frequently  honored  by  serv¬ 
ing  in  its  higher  courts.  In  1871  he  assisted  in 
organizing  the  National  Bank  of  Olean,  of  which 
he  was  president  until  his  death  in  1892. 

In  1838,  having  learned  of  an  opportunity  to 
buy  timber  lands  and  a  mill  in  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  Tionesta  Creek,  the  Wheeler  and  Dusenbury 
lumber  firm  made  an  extensive  purchase  of  prop¬ 
erty  in  what  is  now  Forest,  then  Venango  County, 
which  was  the  beginning  of  their  large  operations 
in  Pennsylvania,  the  transaction  largely  having 
been  accomplished  through  the  efforts  of  William 
F.  Wheeler.  For  several  years  the  firm  con¬ 
ducted  business  there  without  profit,  but  con¬ 
tinued  to  purchase  timber  lands  until  vast  areas 
of  primeval  forest  lands  were  theirs.  The  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  company  were  under  the  supervision 
of  Mr.  Hamilton  Stow,  formerly  of  Olean,  New 
York.  In  1865  upon  Mr.  Stow’s  removing  to 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Nelson  P.  Wheeler,  eldest  son 
of  William  F.  Wheeler,  took  over  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Pennsylvania  property.  Two  years 
later  he  was  joined  by  William  Dusenbury,  son 
of  Henry  Dusenbury,  of  the  Portville  firm,  thus 
beginning  the  third  generation  of  the  Wheeler 
&  Dusenbury  Lumber  Company.  ■> 

Nelson  Platt  Wheeler  was  born  at  Portville, 
November  4,  1841.  He  received  an  education  at 
the  Olean  and  Deposit  academies.  He  desired 
to  become  a  minister  and  enter  the  service  of  the 
church,  but  his  health  prevented  this.  He  was 
ordered  to  drop  his  studies  and  to  live  an  out-of- 
door  life.  Then  he  turned  to  the  active  work  and 
life  of  a  lumberman.  In  his  new  location,  in 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Wheeler  found  conditions 
quite  similar  to  those  which  his  father  had  found 
at  Portville  some  thirty  years  before.  Although 
there  was  here  and  there  one  who  was  endeavor¬ 


ing  to  maintain  high  standards  and  to  welcome 
the  visiting  itinerant  minister  on  his  rounds,  yet 
the  moral  status  was  exceedingly  low.  However, 
Mr.  Wheeler  lent  his  cooperation  to  all  things 
conducive  to  the  betterment  of  conditions  or 
standards.  As  the  years  went  by  his  power  and 
influence  steadily  increased.  He  was  honored  by 
the  citizens  of  Forest  County  in  various  ways, 
especially  in  his  election  to  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1878,  the  same  year  in  which 
his  father  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  of  New 
York,  and  also  to  the  United  States  Congress  as 
a  representative  from  the  28th  District,  in  1907 
and  1909. 

By  his  foresight  and  business  acumen  as  an 
active  partner  in  the  Wheeler  &  Dusenbury  Lum¬ 
ber  Company  in  Pennsylvania  for  fifty  years, 
with  added  interests  in  timber  lands  in  Oregon, 
California,  Washington,  and  Idaho,  Mr.  Wheeler 
became  a  leading  financier  in  his  section  of  the 
State.  Ever  alert  to  the  advancement  of  the 
times  he  made  many  innovations  in  sawmill  ma¬ 
chinery,  including  the  introduction  of  the  band¬ 
saw  in  place  of  the  gangsaw,  thereby  producing 
one  of  the  finest  plants  east  of  the  Rockies.  For 
many  years  he  was  prominently  connected  with 
the  Warren  National  Bank,  Warren,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  the  Forest  County  National  Bank, 
having  been  a  director  in  both.  He  became  one 
of  the  first  leaders  in  the  conservation  move¬ 
ment  to  preserve  the  forests  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
aided  greatly  in  its  advancement.  Like  his  father, 
Mr.  Wheeler  was  a  sincere  Christian  and  a  loyal 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  For  many 
years  he  was  an  elder,  cooperating  heartily  in  all 
church  enterprises,  supporting  them  with  his 
means  and  giving  freely  of  his  own  time  and 
labor.  He  also  participated  in  the  wider  work  of 
the  church,  being  frequently  a  representative  in 
its  higher  courts. 

In  1915,  principally  on  account  of  failing 
health,  Mr.  Wheeler  purchased  a  residence  in 
Pasadena,  California,  where  he  expected  to  spend 
a  part  of  each  year,  but  a  few  months  later  he 
became  an  invalid  and  was  never  able  to  return 
to  the  hills  of  Pennsylvania  he  loved  so  well, 
passing  away  at  Westmoreland  Place,  March  3, 
1920,  leaving  a  record  that  reflects  honor  upon 
his  family,  his  church,  and  his  nation. 

On  June  12,  1877,  Mr.  Wheeler  married  Rachel 
Anna  Smith,  daughter  of  Captain  Alexander  and 
Rachel  M.  (Clair)  Smith,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
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Generously  endowed  with  mental  and  social  gifts 
which  have  won  for  her  the  commendation  of  all 
who  have  known  her,  Mrs.  Wheeler  through  her 
marriage  soon  became  a  great  factor  for  good  to 
the  community  in  Pennsylvania.  The  lumber  dis¬ 
trict  of  almost  fifty  years  ago  was  quite  a  con¬ 
trast  to  the  city  life  which  she  had  seen,  but  she 
brought  with  her  an  influence  which  was  to  mean 
to  her  family  and  to  the  community  a  transform¬ 
ing  power  of  great  beauty.  She,  too,  was  fortu¬ 
nate  in  her  inheritance,  having  had  an  honorable 
lineage  of  many  generations  both  in  Scotland  and 
in  America.  Her  parents,  who  were  endowed 
with  good  common  sense,  gave  special  supervi¬ 
sion  to  her  education,  both  through  the  tutorage 
of  a  governess  in  the  home  and  her  advanced 
work  at  the  Ohio  Female  College,  where  she 
graduated  with  first  honors,  and  at  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  University.  After  leaving  college  she  trav¬ 
eled  extensively,  contributing  poems,  articles  of 
travel  and  fiction  to  various  magazines  as  well  as 
to  daily  and  weekly  papers,  and  for  a  time  was 
a  correspondent  on  the  Cincinnati  “Times.”  Her 
only  sister  was  a  miniature  and  landscape  artist 
who  married  Carl  F.  Smith,  an  artist,  and  makes 
her  home  in  Pasadena,  California. 

One  of  Mrs.  Wheeler’s  first  efforts  in  Forest 
County  was  to  interest  the  people  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  in  the  Chautauqua  Literary  and  Scientific 
Circle  which  had  but  recently  been  inaugurated 
on  the  Assembly  Grounds  at  Chautauqua  Lake, 
New  York.  From  the  earliest  days  of  its  his¬ 
tory  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  have  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  Chautauqua  movement,  and  were 
warm  personal  friends  of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Vin¬ 
cent.  Mrs.  Wheeler’s  mother  erected  one  of  the 
first  cottages  there.  Very  early  Mrs.  Wheeler 
organized  a  Circle  at  her  Pennsylvania  home, 
which  has  grown  to  the  present  group  of  some 
forty  or  more,  who  visit  the  Chautauqua  Assem¬ 
bly  from  Endeavor. 

From  1885  to  1895  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler 
resided  at  Tidioute,  Pennsylvania,  a  town  some 
ten  miles  distant  from  the  Wheeler  &  Dusenbury 
offices.  While  there  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler 
took  a  keen  interest  in  everything  that  was  for  the 
uplift  of  the  community.  Upon  their  return  to 
Forest  County,  Mrs.  Wheeler  established  a 
kindergarten  in  memory  of  her  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mary  Atkins,  who  had  died  in  1890,  where 
all  the  children  of  her  own  and  neighboring  com¬ 
munities  might  have  the  benefits  of  a  free  kin¬ 


dergarten.  Later  in  the  same  building,  she  made 
it  possible  for  a  circulating  library  to  be  placed. 

In  religious  matters  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler 
worked  in  perfect  harmony.  A  transformation 
took  place  in  their  town  and  community,  starting,  as 
it  did,  with  lay  members  through  the  Christian 
Endeavor  Society.  Following  the  foundation  of 
a  Christian  Endeavor  Society  there,  the  name  was 
changed  from  Stowtown  to  Endeavor.  In  1897- 
1898,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  built  a  memorial 
Presbyterian  Church  in  honor  of  their  two 
daughters:  Mary  Atkins,  who  pased  away  at  the 
age  of  seven,  and  Isabel  Smith,  at  fifteen.  From 
the  beginning  this  church  has  had  a  fine  mission¬ 
ary  spirit,  has  supported  a  missionary  in  China, 
besides  enabling  one  of  its  own  Italian  members 
to  prepare  for  the  ministry.  Mrs.  Wheeler  was 
president  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  Clarion 
Presbytery  for  a  number  of  years.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wheeler  maintained  a  generous  interest 
in  the  foreign  mission  work  of  the  church. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  were  born  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  1.  Rachel  Flora,  born  in  1878; 
educated  at  Ogontz;  married,  1910,  Joseph  Allen 
Farley,  treasurer  of  E.  P.  Reed  &  Company,  of 
Rochester,  New  York.  2.  Isabel  Smith,  died  in 
1895.  3.  Mary  Atkins,  died  in  1890.  4.  Nelson 

Platt,  Jr.,  educated  at  The  Hill  School  and 
Princeton  University;  married  Eleanor  Cannon, 
of  Deposit,  New  York,  in  June,  1911;  managing 
partner  of  Wheeler  &  Dusenbury  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  Endeavor,  Pennsylvania;  director  in  various 
timber  corporations  on  the  West  Coast,  and  part¬ 
ner  in  oil  and  gas  companies  in  Pennsylvania. 
5-6.  Twin  sons,  Alexander  Royal  and  William 
Reginald,  born  in  1889,  both  of  whom  were  edu¬ 
cated  at  The  Hill  School  and  Yale  University. 
Alexander  Royal  Wheeler  continued  his  studies 
with  the  University  of  Berlin  and  Balliol  Col¬ 
lege,  Oxford,  England;  during  the  World  War 
served  in  the  French  Red  Cross,  and  as  captain 
in  the  United  States  Army;  member  of  American 
Relief  Administration,  Prague,  Bohemia;  with 
Allied  Military  Mission,  assigned  to  Czecho- 
Hungarian  Armistice;  married,  November,  1922, 
Mary  Alice  Siggins,  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Siggins,  of  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania;  mem¬ 
ber  from  Forest  County  in  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  1923-1926;  resides  at  “Bonnie 
Brae,”  the  Wheeler  homestead,  Endeavor,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  William  Reginald  Wheeler,  after  grad¬ 
uating  at  Yale  University,  took  his  theological 
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course  at  Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  was 
appointed  Alumni  Fellow,  took  an  advanced  de¬ 
gree  at  Harvard  University;  married  Constance 
I.  Hayes,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  May,  1914; 
served  from  1915  to  1919  as  a  missionary  in  China 
under  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions;  is  an  executive  secretary  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

In  addition  to  these  children  the  Wheeler  fam¬ 
ily  circle  has  been  enriched  by  the  presence  of 
Mary  Ailinger,  who,  as  an  orphan  of  sixteen 
with  early  surroundings  of  culture  and  refinement, 
was  received  into  the  home,  educated  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wheeler,  and  given  all  the  superior  advan¬ 
tages  of  travel  and  study  that  were  afforded  their 
children;  and  there  is  no  one  who  has  spent  any 
time  in  that  delightful  home  with  its  unbounded 
hospitality  but  who  has  been  charmed  with  the 
brilliant  intellect  of  Miss  Ailinger,  as  well  as  the 
beauty  of  her  unselfish  character. 


FREDERICK  RICHARD  HOLMES— As 

the  owner  and  controller  of  plants  at  Kane,  Corry, 
Meadville,  Bradford,  and  Ridgway,  Mr.  Frederick 
Richard  Holmes  is  well  known  also  in  the  capacity 
of  manager  of  the  F.  R.  Holmes  Poster  Advertis¬ 
ing  Company.  He  is  an  active  citizen  of  Kane, 
where  he  has  his  residence,  and  is  interested  in  the 
civic  and  fraternal  life  of  the  section.  He  comes 
of  a  family  that  traces  its  origin  to  an  old  English 
ancestry,  to  the  time  in  fact,  of  the  Norman  Con¬ 
quest.  While  this  branch  of  the  family  came  to 
America  from  Ireland,  the  earlier  ancestor,  Rich¬ 
ard  Henry  Holmes,  was  born  in  England,  in  1783. 
He  located  in  Tipperary,  Ireland,  where  he  was  a 
farmer  until  1847,  when  he  emigrated  with  the 
family  to  Canada,  settling  in  the  township  of 
Vaughn,  county  of  Markham,  where  he  died  in 
1848.  His  wife  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1797,  and 
died  in  Huron  County,  Canada,  in  1877.  Their 
children  were  all  born  in  Ireland,  in  Tipperary,  and 
came  to  Canada  with  their  parents.  They  were: 

1.  Thomas,  died  in  Wingham,  Huron  County,  Can¬ 
ada,  a  banker,  who  married  Eliza  Lane;  she  died 
in  1904;  their  children  were:  Richard,  later  of 
Wingham;  William,  a  physician  of  Brussels,  Can¬ 
ada;  Nina,  of  Sarnia,  Canada;  Margaret,  deceased. 

2.  Richard,  born  in  1821,  died  in  Detroit,  Michigan; 
a  dry  goods  merchant,  who  married  Eliza  McCau¬ 
ley;  their  children  were:  Thomas,  of  Detroit; 
Richard,  of  Washington;  Mary  and  William,  the 
latter  deceased.  3.  Robert,  born  in  1823,  died  in 


Huron  County  about  1872;  he  was  a  farmer,  and 
unmarried.  4.  Peter,  born  in  1825,  died  in  Huron 
County  in  1857,  also  a  farmer,  and  unmarried.  5. 
Matthew,  born  in  1827,  died  in  Detroit,  Michigan, 
in  1894;  he  was  a  business  man,  and  married 
Martha  Lane,  also  deceased;  their  children  were: 
Richard,  who  was  drowned;  William,  of  Detroit; 
and  two  daughters.  6.  Godfrey,  of  whom  further. 
7.  Margaret,  born  in  1831,  died  at  Toronto,  Can¬ 
ada,  proprietor  of  a  millinery  store;  she  married; 
no  children.  8.  Louisa,  born  in  1833,  died  in  De¬ 
troit,  Michigan;  married  William  Brown,  a  far¬ 
mer.  9.  Lenora,  died  young,  in  Ireland.  Two 
daughters  did  not  come  with  the  family  from  Ire¬ 
land,  one  married  a  Mr.  Moore  and  lived  in  Illi¬ 
nois;  the  other  married  a  Mr.  Deimage,  and  lived 
in  Iowa.  The  parents  were  both  members  of  the 
Established  Church  of  England. 

Godfrey  Holmes,  son  of  Richard  Henry  Holmes, 
was  born  in  Tipperary,  Ireland,  in  1829.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  in  1847,  came  to  America 
with  his  parents,  settling  in  Toronto,  Canada.  He 
entered  the  railroad  employ  and  was  one  of  the 
first  conductors  to  run  over  the  Grand  Trunk 
Line.  Later  in  life  he  cultivated  a  farm  in  Huron 
County,  Ontario,  and  in  1892,  retired  from  all  busi¬ 
ness  and  moved  to  Portland,  Oregon,  where  he 
died  in  September,  1910.  He  was  a  conservative  in 
politics,  and  held  a  number  of  local  offices.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  as  was 
also  his  wife,  who  is  remembered  as  a  most  pious 
woman  and  an  exemplary  Christian.  He  married 
Rebecca  Switzer,  born  in  Markham  County,  Can¬ 
ada,  in  1833,  and  who  died  in  Portland,  in  July, 
1909.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Switzer, 
born  in  the  same  locality,  in  1794.  died  there  in 
1855.  His  wife,  born  in  Ireland,  died  at  about  the 
same  time.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel 
Switzer  were :  1.  Rebecca,  who  married  Mr. 

Holmes,  as  above  mentioned.  2.  George,  a  real 
estate  dealer  in  Brantford,  Canada.  3.  Samuel,  a 
capitalist  of  Portland,  Oregon,  unmarried.  4.  Wil¬ 
liam,  born  in  1842,  died  a  man  of  means  at  Brant¬ 
ford,  Canada,  unmarried.  5.  Anna.  6.  Mary,  de¬ 
ceased.  The  children  of  Godfrey  and  Rebecca 
(Switzer)  Holmes,  all  born  in  Blythe,  Huron 
County,  Canada,  except  the  eldest:  1.  Richard 
Henry,  of  whom  further.  2.  Samuel,  born  in 
February,  '  1853,  married  Minnie  Henderson,  of' 
Bruce  County,  Canada,  and  moved  to  Baldwin, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  had  a  general  store,  ware- 
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house,  and  cold  storage  plant.  Their  children 
were:  Nina,  who  lived  in  Chicago;  Rebecca,  Wil¬ 
liam,  and  others.  3.  Mary,  born  in  January,  1855, 
died  in  Warrington,  Oregon,  in  1892,  her  husband 

James  - ,  also  deceased ;  their  children  were : 

James,  born  in  1892;  and  Thomas,  born  in  1894. 
4.  Thomas,  born  in  January,  1857,  died  in  Canada, 
in  1905;  he  was  a  farmer  of  Manitoba,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  McKinnon,  born  in  Scotland,  who  sur¬ 
vived  him,  a  resident  of  Manitoba.  5.  Godfrey, 
born  in  1859,  a  miner  in  Reno,  Nevada,  unmarried. 
6.  George,  born  in  186 — ;  he  was  killed  in  a  street 
car  accident  in  Oakland,  California,  in  1910.  7. 

William,  born  in  1863;  became  a  conductor  in  Port¬ 
land,  Oregon,  unmarried.  8.  Annie,  born  in  1865; 
married  John  Hartnus,  a  reporter  on  the  “Ore¬ 
gonian,”  Portland.  9.  Rebecca,  born  in  1867;  mar¬ 
ried  and  lived  in  Spokane,  Washington. 

Richard  Henry  Holmes,  son  of  Godfrey  and 
Rebecca  (Switzer)  Holmes,  was  born  in  Toronto, 
Canada,  December  23,  1851.  He  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  obtained  a  good  education,  and  then 
removed  with  his  parents  to  the  farm  in  Huron 
County,  where  he  assisted  in  the  farm  labor.  Then 
for  a  period  of  two  years,  until  1876,  he  was  a 
pumper  in  the  oil  fields,  and  from  the  latter  years 
until  1879  he  worked  again  at  farming,  and  also 
in  the  lumber  woods.  In  1879  he  moved  to  Duke 
Center,  Pennsylvania,  and  became  foreman  on  an 
oil  lease  operated  by  the  Black  Giant  Oil  Company, 
continuing  in  this  capacity  until  1881,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Allentown,  but  remained  in  the  oil  busi¬ 
ness.  He  then  located  at  Kinkardina,  where  he 
built  a  roller  skating  rink,  one  of  the  first  built  in 
Canada,  but  he  soon  sold  out  the  rink  and  returned 
to  Allentown  in  1885.  In  1887  he  settled  in  Kane, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  engaged  in  several  unsuc¬ 
cessful  enterprises,  including  the  drilling  of  two 
wells  in  Preston  County,  West  Virginia,  both  prov¬ 
ing  “dusters.”  He  then  returned  to  Kane;  and 
shortly  afterwards  went  to  Nebraska,  where  he 
bought  and  for  two  years  cultivated  a  farm  of 
four  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  In  1892  he  settled 
in  Mount  Jewett,  as  superintendent  for  the  Phoenix 
Oil  Company,  a  position  that  he  holds  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  (1925).  In  his  politics,  Mr.  Richard  H. 
Holmes  is  a  Republican,  and  he  has  served  his 
community  in  official  capacity,  having  been  council¬ 
man  of  Mount  Jewett  for  a  number  of  years; 
treasurer  of  the  borough ;  and  burgess.  During 
his  very  active  business  career,  he  has  been  and 


still  is  connected  with  many  enterprises.  He  was 
*  president  of  the  Kent  Oil  Company  in  Canada, 
which  leased  several  thousand  acres  of  land  and 
drilled  several  wells  at  Dresden,  Ontario.  He  was 
treasurer  and  stockholder  of  the  Mount  Jewett  & 
Marvin  Creek  Railroad,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Davenport  Mines  in  Washington.  He  has  a  fruit 
farm  at  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  and  a  farm  of 
three  hundred  acres  at  Mount  Jewett,  and  for  some 
time  conducted  a  general  store  in  Mount  Jewett,  in 
addition  to  his  oil  business.  He  owned  the  Opera 
House,  burned  in  1911,  also  the  Post  Office  Block 
and  other  property  in  the  borough.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  and  past  chancellor  commander  of  Eldred 
Lodge,  Knights  of  Pythias;  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  Lodge  No.  92,  of  Far- 
num,  Nebraska;  formerly  belonging  to  Lodge  and 
encampment  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  ;  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah ;  and  Foresters  of 
Kinkardina,  Canada.  He  is  an  attendant  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Richard  Henry  Holmes  married,  February  22, 
1876,  Phoebe  A.  Walker,  born  in  Brussels,  Ontario, 
Canada,  July  28,  1855.  She  was  educated  in  the 
schools  and  under  private  tutors,  devoting  herself 
largely  to  special  study.  She  is  a  talented  artist 
in  oils,  and  a  well  known  decorator  of  fine  china, 
and  also  conducted  an  art  class  in  Mount  Jewett. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  and  the  Pro¬ 
tected  Home  Circle.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John 
Walker,  born  in  Ireland  in  1799.  While  an  infant 
his  parents  moved  to  Scotland,  where  he  was  edu¬ 
cated.  In  1840  he  came  to  this  country,  settling  in 
St.  Mary’s,  Canada.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  a  de¬ 
voted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
which  he  served  as  a  local  preacher.  He  died  in 
Grey,  Huron  County,  Canada,  February  24,  1864. 
He  married,  in  St.  Mary’s,  Mary  Dudley,  born  in 
Lower  Canada,  October  18,  1821,  died  in  Mount 
Jewett,  Pennsylvania,  March  4,  1901.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  the  seventh  being 
Phoebe  A.,  above  mentioned.  Her  mother,  Mary 
(Dudley)  Walker,  was  a  daughter  of  John  Dud¬ 
ley,  born  at  Fort  Ottawa,  Canada,  in  1794,  died  at 
Brussels,  Ontario,  in  1879,  his  occupation  having 
been  that  of  a  farmer.  Richard  Henry  and  Phoebe 
A.  (Walker)  Holmes  were  the  parents  of  one  son, 
Frederick  Richard,  of  whom  further. 

Fredericks  Richard  Holmes,  son  of  Richard 
Henry  and  Phoebe  A.  (Walker)  Holmes,  was  born 
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at  Kinkardina,  Ontario,  Canada,  May  12, 1881.  He 
was  a  young  child  when  his  parents  removed  to 
McKean  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  finally  settled 
at  Mount  Jewett,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools  and  on  the  completion  of  his 
education  engaged  in  the  poster  advertising  busi¬ 
ness.  He  is  to-day  at  the  head  of  the  F.  R.  Holmes 
Poster  Advertising  Company,  of  Kane,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  having  associated  with  him  also,  his  father, 
R.  H.  Holmes,  and  J.  H.  Walker,  the  three  being 
proprietors,  and  Fred  R.  Holmes  being  manager. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Poster  Advertisers’  Association  as  vice-pres¬ 
ident,  at  a  meeting  held  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  May,  1920.  He  covers  Northwestern 
Pennsylvania  and  Southern  New  York  States,  his 
main  offices  being  located  in  the  Kane  Bank  and 
Trust  Company  Building.  The  firm  owns  and  con¬ 
trols  plants  at  Kane,  Corry,  Meadville,  Bradford, 
and  Ridgway,  besides  Cambridge  Springs,  John- 
sonburg,  Emporium,  Mount  Jewett,  Wilcox,  Hazel- 
hurst,  and  eighty  smaller  towns.  Besides  this 
tremendous  enterprise,  Mr.  Holmes  was  engaged 
also  in  the  oil  business ;  was  manager  of  the  opera 
house ;  and  was  a  partner  with  his  father  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Mount  Jewett  and  other 
enterprises.  Mr.  Holmes  is  active  in  the  civic, 
fraternal,  religious  and  social  life  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  and  is  a  member  of  Kane  Lodge,  No.  566, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Kane  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons ;  Ridgway  .Commandery,  Knights 
Templar;  and  Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  which  he  holds  the  32d 
degree.  He  also  belongs  to  Zem  Zem  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
In  his  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  his  religious 
connection  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Frederick  Richard  Holmes  married  Olive  Bran¬ 
don  Coulter,  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  formerly 
a  school  teacher  at  Dallas  City,  Pennsylvania,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1.  Wayne 
Richard,  born  June  19,  1907.  2.  Avis,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  6,  1910.  3.  Lyle  Frederick,  born  July  10,  1917. 


GUSTAVUS  A.  WALKER,  a  member  of  the 
Armstrong  County  Bar  Association,  is  a  son  of 
Frederick  and  Christina  (Zufall)  Walker.  His 
father,  born  on  November  22,  1839,  in  Wiirttem- 
berg,  Germany,  was  a  carpenter  and  farmer  of  Jef¬ 
ferson  County,  and  died  on  May  3,  1918;  his 
mother,  a  native  of  Fayette  County,  is  still  living. 


Gustavus  A.  Walker  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  Pennsylvania,  December  14,  1879.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  after  which  he  became 
a  student  in  Washington  and  Jefferson  College  in 
the  class  of  1902.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Judge  Calvin  Rayburn  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  May,  1903,  since  which  time  he  has  carried 
on  a  general  law  practice  in  Kittanning.  Mr. 
Walker  has,  however,  specialized  in  title  work  for 
the  past  twenty  years.  He  is  allied  with  the  Inter¬ 
national  Bible  Students’  Association. 

In  1906,  Mr.  Walker  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mary  F.  Swan,  of  Armstrong  County,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  M.  and  Mary  F.  (Bargerstock)  Swan. 
They  have  four  children :  Edith  R.,  born  December 
7,  1906;  Charles  F.,  born  December  9,  1908;  Mary 
A.,  born  July  22,  1911;  and  Charlotte  W.,  born 
May  31,  1922. 


VERY  REV.  WILLIAM  CO  ON  AN— The 

memory  of  Very  Rev.  William  Coonan,  for  nearly 
forty  years  pastor  of  St.  Bernard’s  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
dean  of  the  Johnsonburg  district  of  the  Erie  Dio¬ 
cese,  is  being  kept  green  and  fragrant  by  his  for¬ 
mer  parishioners  and  the  hundreds  of  the  people 
of  the  city  of  his  ministrations  who  are  not  of  his 
religious  communion.  Indelibly  fixed  in  the  mate¬ 
rial  and  spiritual  development  of  the  parish,  the 
scene  of  his  priestly  labors  for  the  major  part  of 
his  notable  career,  is  the  influence  of  this  spiritual 
supervisor  and  master  builder,  whose  departure 
more  than  a  decade  since  seems  but  a  sad  occur¬ 
rence  of  yester-year,  so  poignant  was  the  grief  that 
pervaded  the  community,  among  whose  people  of 
all  walks  of  life  and  creeds  he  had  gone  in  and 
out  as  a  clergyman  of  his  church,  first,  and  always 
as  a  friend  and  loyal  citizen.  That  he  was  beloved 
by  the  city  of  Bradford,  the  pastor  of  St.  Bernard’s 
had  on  occasions  oft  been  cordially  reminded,  so 
spontaneous  and  generous  had  been  these  protesta¬ 
tions,  but  it  required  the  infliction  of  a  common 
sorrow  to  bring  forth  a  mass  tribute  from  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  city  he  had  loved  and  served  with 
remarkable  zeal  and  religious  fervor  to  the  end  of 
his  days.  His  body  rests  in  beautiful  St.  Bernard’s 
Cemetery,  where  it  was  enshrined  amidst  the 
prayers  and  benediction  of  a  priestly  company, 
joined  by  the  farewells  of  a  great  body  of  the  par¬ 
ish  flock,  there  to  await  the  uniting  of  the  taber¬ 
nacle  and  the  spirit. 
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Very  Rev.  William  Coonan  was  born  in  County 
Tipperary,  Ireland,  December  24, 1844.  Fresh  from 
his  native  isle,  he  arrived  on  America’s  shore  at 
the  age  of  eight  years,  and  thus  early  having  been 
offered  for  the  service  of  the  church,  he  was  sent 
to  a  then  famous  institution  of  learning  at  Loretto, 
Pennsylvania.  With  a  fine  record  for  scholarship 
he  went  thence,  successively,  to  St.  Michael’s  and 
St.  Francis’  seminaries  in  Pittsburgh,  where  he 
again  shone  during  the  progress  of  his  theological 
training.  Having  been  accepted  for  holy  orders,  he 
was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  by  Bishop  Twigg 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Diocese  in  1869.  His  first 
priestly  office,  under  assignment  from  his  bishop, 
was  at  St.  Peter’s  Cathedral,  Erie,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  served  for  about  six  months  during  the 
temporary  absence  of  the  late  Rev.  Casey,  subse¬ 
quently  the  vicar-general  of  the  diocese.  The  young 
priest  next  was  stationed  at  Wheatland,  Mercer 
County,  Pennsylvania,  to  which  parish  he  ministered 
until  October,  1877,  when  he  was  assigned  by  the 
late  Bishop  Tobias  Mullin  to  the  pastorate  of  St. 
Bernard’s  Church  in  Bradford. 

Upon  his  installation  in  his  new  charge,  Very 
Rev.  William  Coonan  found  the  city  of  Bradford 
a  straggling  town  in  the  throes  of  the  oil  develop¬ 
ment  period.  The  people  were  in  a  hectic  state 
due  to  their  feverish  haste  to  divert  earth’s  newest 
prodigality  of  her  resources  into  suddenly  acquired 
wealth.  The  flock  that  had  been  committed  to  his 
oversight  was  a  small  but  faithful  band,  whose 
place  of  worship  was  a  one-story  building  that  once 
had  served  as  a  village  schoolhouse.  This  humble 
structure  had  its  place  on  a  part  of  the  site  now 
occupied  by  the  St.  Barnard  parish  group  of  build¬ 
ings.  The  congregation  was  in  debt  for  part  of  the 
purchase  price  of  the  land  and  building,  and  to  the 
task  of  paying  this  debt  Rev.  William  Coonan 
applied  himself  with  characteristic  energy.  In  the 
spring  of  1878  he  began  the  construction  of  a  larger 
house  of  worship,  of  wood,  on  the  site  of  the 
present  convent.  Then  a  wood  schoolhouse,  on  the 
site  of  the  present  church  edifice,  was  erected,  and 
this  was  followed  by  a  new  parochial  residence  of 
brick.  Next  the  commodious  brick  schoolhouse  on 
the  Webster  Street  frontage  was  built.  Next  the 
site  of  the  original  schoolhouse  became  that  of  the 
fine  brick  and  stone  church  which  now  crowns  the 
parish  group,  and  the  razing  of  the  wooden  church 
was  followed  by  the  erection  of  the  convent  build¬ 


ing,  since  the  permanent  home  of  the  Sisters  of  St. 
Joseph,  who  teach  the  pupils  in  the  school. 

Meantime  a  site  for  a  cemetery  on  West  Wash¬ 
ington  Street  extension  was  purchased  for  the 
parish,  and  from  the  completed  task  of  providing 
the  necessary  buildings  of  the  church  plant,  Very 
Rev.  William  Coonan  turned  his  careful  and  busi¬ 
ness-like  attention  to  the  creation  of  a  city  of  the 
dead.  The  result  was  a  well  laid  out  and  care¬ 
fully  subdivided  ground  in  which  the  bodies  of  the 
departed  members  of  St.  Bernard’s  Church  might 
find  their  final  resting  place.  The  farsighted  head 
of  the  parish  beheld  the  need  for  the  place  of 
burial,  since  the  congregation  had  grown  in  his 
time  from  a  straggling  band  of  worshippers,  in 
1877,  to  a  body  of  some  two  thousand  souls. 

An  observer  of  the  development  of  the  parish,  its 
group  of  buildings  and  the  work  undertaken  and 
completed  by  Very  Rev.  William  Coonan  said  at 
the  time  of  the  beloved  priest’s  passing : 

Each  step  in  the  program  of  improvements  was 
carefully  considered.  The  lands  owned  by  the  con¬ 
gregation  were  first  added  to  as  necessity  required, 
the  desired  structure  erected  and  the  debt  dis¬ 
charged  before  the  addition  of  another  unit.  Few 
of  the  parishioners  were  blessed  with  surplus 
wealth,  and  the  struggle  was  at  times  difficult,  but 
the  pastor  persevered,  the  flock  cooperated,  and  the 
net  result  is  a  magnificent  monument  to  the  tireless 
energy  of  the  faithful  priest  who  directed  the  con¬ 
structive  work. 

It  is  as  a  pioneer  citizen  of  this  city  that  those 
outside  of  his  immediate  church  will  ever  remem¬ 
ber  Father  Coonan,  for  although  he  never  sought 
the  spotlight,  few  there  are  who  have  made  this 
city  their  home  who  number  so  many  tried  and 
true  friends  among  all  sects,  creeds  and  nationali¬ 
ties  as  the  departed  pastor  of  St.  Bernard’s. 

A  man  of  broad  culture,  of  kindly  disposition, 
alive  to  the  necessities  of  progress,  broad-minded 
and  tolerant,  while  remarkable  at  all  times  for  the 
saving  sense  of  humor,  his  acquaintance  and  influ¬ 
ence  for  good  extended  far  beyond  the  bounds  of 
his  own  flock,  and  in  the  thirty-eight  years  of  his 
ministry  permeated  every  movement  for  civic 
righteousness  and  betterment  that  has  existed  here. 

His  theory  of  religion  which  found  expression  in 
his  pulpit  utterances  was  the  building  up  of  his 
personal  charge,  and  throughout  his  long  career 
here  he  never  found  it  necessary  to  attack  other 
beliefs.  In  his  personal  relations  with  his  fellow- 
citizens  his  opinion  was  freely  and  frankly  given 
when  sought,  but  always  in  a  friendly  spirit,  dicta¬ 
tion  being  an  unknown  element  in  his  character.  As 
the  head  of  a  school  system  in  which  hundreds  of 
children  were  educated  without  public  charge,  it 
was  always  his  aim  to  work  in  harmony  with  the 
public  school  system  where  the  interests  touched. 
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As  an  administrator  he  was  a  marvel  of  patience 
and  persistence,  but  through  all  the  lowliest  member 
of  his  flock  was  always  at  liberty  to  know  the 
destination  and  accomplishment  of  each  dollar  en¬ 
trusted  to  his  care.  As  friend,  counsellor  and 
spiritual  guide  he  was  ever  gentle  but  firm,  wise 
but  prudent,  courageous  but  uncompromising.  He 
has  fought  the  good  fight,  his  labors  are  over,  he 
is  at  rest,  while  those  whom  he  served  even  unto 
death  mourn  the  loss  of  a  faithful  friend,  a  zealous 
pastor,  a  farseeing,  sagacious  guide. 

In  1895  Very  Rev.  William  Coonan  was  ap¬ 
pointed  dean  of  the  Johnsonburg  district,  about 
one-third  of  the  Erie  Diocese.  The  surviving 
members  of  the  priest’s  family  were  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Farrell  of  Pittsburgh;  three  cousins, 
Miss  Mary  A.  Bannon  of  Bradford,  who  was  his 
housekeeper;  Mrs.  Timothy  Humphrey  of  Chat¬ 
tanooga,  Tennessee,  and  Miss  Grace  Sullivan  of 
Pittsburgh,  and  one  niece  and  one  nephew  resident 
in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

The  departure  of  Very  Rev.  William  Coonan’s 
spirit  occurred  in  the  parochial  residence  Novem¬ 
ber  7,  1915,  he  having  been  removed  there  at  his 
own  request  from  the  hospital  after  a  counsel  of 
surgeons  had  given  little  hope  of  recovery  and  he 
had  been  informed  of  the  seriousness  of  his  con¬ 
dition.  Bravely  he  faced  the  moment  of  dissolu¬ 
tion,  which  occurred  on  Sunday  morning,  the  toll¬ 
ing  of  the  church  bell  announcing  to  the  worship¬ 
pers  and  to  the  city  at  large  that  the  pastor  of  St. 
Bernard’s  had  gone  to  his  reward.  The  body  was 
prepared  for  burial  and  then  conveyed  to  a  place 
before  the  high  altar  in  the  church  where  it  lay  in 
state  with  a  guard  of  honor  posted  about  the  bier 
until  the  obsequies  were  held  on  the  following 
Thursday  morning. 

The  edifice  was  taxed  to  overflowing  and  thou¬ 
sands  stood  in  the  street  at  the  hour  of  the  funeral. 
It  was  a  representative  gathering,  and  preference 
in  the  seating  arrangements  in  ..the  church  was 
given  to  those  of  the  city,  who  were  not  of  the 
dead  priest’s  religious  communion,  but  were,  nev¬ 
ertheless,  his  close  friends  and  admirers.  Most 
of  the  four  thousand  church  members  took  less 
prominent  positions  in  the  rear  of  the  church  or 
joined  the  throng  and  the  marching  organizations 
of  the  escort  in  the  street.  Most  of  the  places  of 
business  in  the  city  were  closed  during  the  funeral 
and  while  the  body  passed  on  the  way  to  its  resting 
place  in  St.  Bernard’s  Cemetery.  The  entire  occa¬ 
sion  was  made  one  of  public  mourning  and  com¬ 
munity  tribute  to  the  departed  priest. 


Thirty  priests  under  the  leadership  of  Rev. 
George  Glogowski,  president  of  St.  John  Kanty 
College  of  Erie,  chanted  the  office  for  the  dead. 
This  was  followed  by  the  celebration  of  the  solemn 
pontifical  requiem  mass,  with  the  following  officers  : 
Celebrant,  Right  Rev.  John  E.  Fitzmaurice,  Bishop 
of  Erie;  arch  priest,  Mgr.  H.  C.  Wienker  of  Erie; 
deacon  of  the  mass,  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander,  O.  F.  M., 
St.  Bonaventure’s  College,  Allegany,  New  York; 
sub-deacon,  Rev.  David  F.  Hickey  of  Johnsonburg, 
Pennsylvania ;  deacons  of  honor,  Mgr.  Bernard 
McGibney  of  Dubois,  Pennsylvania;  Rev.  Joseph 
Zubriski,  of  Adrian,  Pennsylvania;  assistant 
master  of  ceremonies,  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Kenney  of 
Bradford;  acolytes,  Rev.  P.  J.  Blake  of  Mount 
Jewett,  Rev.  James  J.  Carpenter  of  Clermont; 
thurifer,  Rev.  William  E.  O’Hearn  of  Eldred; 
chanters  of  office  for  dead,  Rev.  John  F.  Nolan  of 
Ridgway,  Rev.  George  Glogowski,  president  of  St. 
John  Kanty  College,  Erie.  The  church  choir  sang 
the  mass  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Clementine 
Wise.  The  eulogy  was  pronounced  by  Right  Rev. 
John  D.  Biden,  pastor  of  old  St.  Joseph’s  Cathe¬ 
dral,  Buffalo,  New  York^  and  a  former  pastor  at 
Limestone,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  formed  a  close 
and  lasting  friendship  with  the  late  pastor  of  St. 
Bernard’s.  Mgr.  Biden  said,  in  part : 

“The  law  of  truth  was  in  his  mouth,  and  iniquity 
was  not  found  in  his  lips;  he  walked  with  me  in 
peace  and  in  equity,  and  turned  many  away  from 
iniquity,”  said  the  prophet  Malachias  of  the  great 
high  priest  Allah,  and  our  Divine  Savior  asked  this 
question:  “Who,  thinkest  thou,  is  the  wise  and 
faithful  servant,  whom  his  Lord  hath  set  over  his 
family,  to  give  them  meat  in  season?” 

My  dear  friends,  you  see  in  this  unity  of  Mala¬ 
chias  a  likeness  of  one  who  was  here.  He  lived  a 
life  amongst  you  of  peace  and  of  truth.  You  see 
and  proclaim  to  the  world  that  you  realize  and 
have  realized  that  he  was  one  pure  being,  one  such 
creature  of  good  and  faithful  service,  a  blessing  to 
his  people,  placed  by  God  over  you,  my  dear 
friends,  as  a  father,  a  protector,  an  instructor  and 
a  counsellor. 

My  dear  friends,  we  are  commemorating  here 
to-day  his  memory.  We  are  offering  the  holy 
sacrifice  of  the  mass,  and  we  are  paying  a  feeble 
tribute  to  our  friend.  We  have  left  all  things,  we 
have  left  the  world  behind  and  we  are  gathered 
together  to  send  up  our  prayers  for  the  eternal 
repose  of  the  soul  of  him  who  has  raised,  of  him 
who  was  sacrificed,  of  him  who  has  been  the  faith¬ 
ful  builder  and  constructor  of  this  beautiful  parish 
of  St.  Bernard’s  in  Bradford.  We  can  never  pay 
that  man  of  divine  worth  a  higher  expression  of 
love  and  respect,  except  it  be  by  sacrifice  and 
prayer. 
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Mgr.  Biden  then  recounted  in  glowing  detail 
the  early  school  and  seminary  training  of  the  young 
man  preparing  for  the  priesthood,  of  the  sacrifices 
he  had  made  and  of  the  early  struggles  with  a  poor 
parish  in  a  worldly  city  permeated  with  an  insati¬ 
able  thirst  for  wealth.  He  told  of  the  victories 
that  crowned  his  mighty  endeavors  to  develop  his 
parish,  to  give  to  it  commodious  and  ornate  struc¬ 
tures,  and  to  coordinate  all  the  resources  of  his 
flock  into  one  substantial  enduring  communion  of 
the  faithful.  He  told  of  his  kindly  attitude  toward 
old  and  young  alike,  toward  the  lowliest  and  the 
rich,  toward  those  of  his  own  church  and  toward 
those  of  other  faith  than  his  own.  Then,  he  said : 

Can  one  of  you  point  to  the  shadow  of  the  least 
scandal  or  the  least  stain  of  that  holy  life?  And 
when  you  say  that  his  ministry  among  you  was 
not  done  for  grandeur,  that  is  the  holy  priest  whose 
remains  you  to-day  follow  to  the  cemetery.  Go 
there,  take  your  children  with  you,  and  teach  them 
how  he  loved  them.  The  Catholic  Church  lives  on, 
all  the  Popes,  bishops  and  priests  die.  This  is  the 
universal  decree.  One  falls  and  another  comes 
to  take  his  place.  He  must  leave  you  all,  give  up 
all,  speed  you  on,  to  God’s  heaven,  where  we  hope 
he  is  at  present,  asking  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  to 
guide  you  and  to  enlighten  you,  and  to  enable  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  of  the  diocese  to  choose  one  to 
rule  over  a  people  who  are  well  versed  in  the 
teachings  of  the  church,  but  at  the  same  time  need 
the  ministrations  of  such  a  pastor  as  has  gone. 
Ask  the  Holy  Spirit  to  help  solicit  for  you,  pray 
that  he  may  pray  for  you,  for  another  such  soldier 
to  take  up  the  work  of  God. 

.  .  .  For  eight  and  thirty  years  has  Father 
Coonan  been  visiting  the  sick,  has  he  been  watching 
the  wavering,  and  encouraging  the  weak.  You 
were  never  lost  to  his  sight.  If  you  were  sinners, 
he  knew  you  just  as  well  as  you  knew  yourselves. 
He  has  not  scorned  you,  but,  on  the  contrary,  en¬ 
deavored  to  speak  to  you  and  encourage  you.  He 
never  stopped  preaching  the  word  of  God  from  the 
altar,  going  about  like  an  angel  where  there  were 
dissensions,  gathering  together  the  fruits  of  love 
and  unity. 

Yes,  the  diocese  and  the  good  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop 
have  lost  a  strong  captain. 

I  will  say  to  you,  my  dear  friends,  that  Father 
Coonan  has  not  left  us,  we  shall  see  his  face 
again ;  he  will  be  before  us  there,  we  hope  and 
pray,  waiting  to  help  us  to  Heaven  He  will  be 
there,  ready  to  embrace  you  all,  my  dear  friends, 
from  the  greatest  to  the  least,  and  you  will  hear 
the  angels  about  him  singing,  “This  is  my  good  and 
faithful  servant,  who  in  his  glory  we  find  doing 
His  holy  will,”  and  by  God’s  will,  I  say  to  my 
dear  friend.  Father  Coonan,  “Enter  now  into  the 
glory.” 

Father  Coonan,  farewell,  my  friend,  farewell.  I 
appeal  to  you  all,  my  friends,  this  morning  to 


pray  for  him,  and  I  appeal  to  you  again  to  show 
the  grandeur  of  your  appreciation  of  the  people  of 
Bradford  in  the  loss  of  their  Father  Coonan. 

Rev.  David  F.  Hickey,  of  Johnsonburg,  had 
charge  of  the  service  attending  the  burial  in  St. 
Bernard’s  Cemetery.  He  recited  the  Benedictus, 
which  was  followed  by  the  final  prayer  for  the 
eternal  repose  of  the  soul  of  the  departed,  twenty- 
five  other  priests  chanting  the  responses.  The  cas¬ 
ket  containing  the  beloved  form  was  lowered  to  its 
last  resting  place  at  the  right  of  the  entrance  to 
the  cemetery,  the  spot  having  been  selected  by  the 
pastor  during  the  period  that  he  was  busily  en¬ 
gaged  in  beautifying  and  improving  this  city  of  his 
parish  dead.  To  this  hallowed  place  members  of 
St.  Bernard’s  Church  have  often  come  in  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  years  to  continue  their  supplications  for 
the  eternal  peace  of  him  who  over  so  long  a  period 
of  his  earthly  existence  had  been  counsellor  and 
guide  and  friend. 


DR.  JOSEPH  L.  PAUL — Expert  in  his  pro¬ 
fession,  a  citizen  of  prominence,  and  popular  in  the 
circles  of  his  asociation,  Dr.  Joseph  h-  Paul,  of 
Cresson,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  October  27,  1876, 
at  South  Fork  in  this  State.  His  parents  were 
Joseph  S.  Paul,  former  postmaster  of  South  Fork, 
deceased,  and  Elizabeth  (Burkhart)  Paul,  still  liv¬ 
ing  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Joseph  L.  Paul’s 
early  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  school 
of  South  Fork  and  Morrell  Institute  of  Johnstown, 
and  having  dentistry  as  his  aim,  he  entered  the 
Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  the  oldest 
institution  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  He  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  this  college  with  the  class  of  1901, 
securing  the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  Dr.  Paul  com¬ 
menced  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  Gallitzin,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  remained  until  1917,  when  he 
came  to  Cresson.  Since  his  location  here  his  busi¬ 
ness  has  grown  so  rapidly  that  he  has  been  forced 
to  employ  two  assistants,  one  nurse,  and  his  brother, 
Dr.  Charles  E.  Paul,  graduate  of  the  Dental  De¬ 
partment  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  class 
of  1923,  who,  with  his  assistants  are  skillful  den¬ 
tists.  He  has  most  of  the  dental  patronage  in 
Cresson,  which  has  a  population  of  more  than  4,000 
persons.  Dr.  Paul  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Dental  Society,  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Dental  Society,  of  the  Central  Pennsylvania 
Dental  Society,  and  of  the  Johnstown  Study  Club. 
He  specializes  in  oral  surgery,  inlays  and  bridge 
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work.  In  politics  Dr.  Paul  is  a  Republican.  He 
was  employed  as  regional  dental  examiner  for 
Cresson  district  for  the  United  States  Veterans’ 
Bureau,  of  Washington,  Dictrict  of  Columbia,  and 
still  holds  that  position.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  his  college  fraternity  is  the  Psi 
Omega  Alpha  Chapter.  He  is  president  of  the 
Cresson  Rotary  Club,  president  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Savings  and  Loan  Association,  and  president 
of  the  Progress  Club  of  Cresson.  In  religion  he 
is  a  United  Evangelical. 

In  1903,  Dr.  Paul  married  Annie  E.  Plunkett, 
and  they  have  two  children :  Leona  M.  and  Queen 
E.,  whose  married  name  is  Monteith. 


OSCAR  A.  KINKEAD — Born,  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  town  of  Ebensburg,  Oscar 
A.  Kinkead,  after  a  return  from  his  college  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  had  gone  to 
make  his  further  preparations  for  his  business 
career,  entered  into  the  insurance  business  here, 
and  has  risen  in  that  line  until  he  is  to-day  at  the 
head  of  his  own  concern,  in  association  with  his 
brother.  A  man  of  wide  influence  in  his  section, 
who  has  devoted  his  life  to  the  service  of  his  com¬ 
munity,  Mr.  Kinkead  may  be  relied  upon  in  all 
matters  that  stand  for  the  welfare  and  progress 
of  the  locality.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  all 
civic  affairs;  has  served  as  president  of  the  School 
Board  for  almost  a  decade  and  a  half ;  serves  on 
the  board  of  directors  and  is  vice-president  of  the 
leading  Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Ebens¬ 
burg;  is  affiliated  with  the  great  body  of  Masonry, 
which  stands  for  advancement  and  progress;  and 
has  a  connection  with  the  leading  civic,  mercantile 
and  fraternal  clubs  and  organizations  of  this  place. 
Mr.  Kinkead  has  always  been  a  man  of  vision, 
looking  forward  into  the  future  and  working  with 
a  fine  business  wisdom  toward  those  vistas  of 
advancement.  His  efforts  for  the  development  and 
protection  of  the  community’s  welfare  have  been 
those  of  the  altruist.  Determined  as  a  very  young 
man  to  achieve  success,  he  knew  that  the  true  way 
toward  it  was  through  unselfish  service,  and  in 
the  attaining  of  it  he  can  well  say  with  Ruskin; 
“Every  past  effort  of  my  life,  every  gleam  of 
rightness  or  good  in  it,  is  with  me  now,  to  help 
me  in  my  grasp  of  this  art  and  its  vision.”  For, 
after  all,  the  truest  art  is  the  true  living,  and  it 
brings  with  it  the  vision  of  a  yet  more  glorious 
future.  Mr.  Kinkead  has  truly  lived  to  help  his 


fellowmen,  and  he  has  earned  the  highest  esteem 
of  a  community  that  renders  to  him  a  deep  and 
affectionate  regard  for  services  done,  and  that  will 
continue  to  be  done  by  him  as  he  progresses  on¬ 
ward  through  life. 

Oscar  A.  Kinkead  was  born  September  21,  1871, 
in  Ebensburg,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  George  A.  and 
Debrih  (Evans)  Kinkead,  who  were  held  in  high 
esteem  in  the  community.  The  son  was  educated 
in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Ebensburg.  He 
also  spent  a  year  at  Duff’s  Business  College  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  After  completing  his 
business  course,  he  wrote  insurance  until  1895, 
when  he  became  a  partner  in  the  George  A.  Kin¬ 
kead  Insurance  Company,  which  was  then  called 
George  A.  Kinkead  &  Sons.  In  1903,  when  his 
father  died,  Oscar  A.  Kinkead  and  his  brother 
took  over  the  business,  and  they  changed  the  name 
of  the  firm  to  George  A.  Kinkead’s  Sons  Insurance 
Company.  They  write  insurance  for  twenty  of  the 
leading  fire  insurance  companies  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  the  firm  is  a  member  of  the 
Insurance  Federation  of  Pennsylvania.  The  place 
of  business  is  Barker  Building,  Ebensburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Mr.  Kinkead  is  vice-president  and  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Ebensburg  Building 
and  Loan  Association,  and  has  been  president  of 
the  Ebensburg  School  Board  for  the  last  fourteen 
years.  In  his  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  while 
deeply  interested  in  matters  pertaining  to  govern¬ 
ment,  he  has  not  cared  to  run  for  office.  He 
devotes  his  time  unsparingly  to  matters  of  civic 
improvement,  and  there  is  no  worthy  cause  in  the 
city  of  Ebensburg  which  lacks  his  support.  He 
takes  a  prominent  part  in  fraternal  societies,  is  a 
member  of  Summit  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  all  other  bodies  of  the  Masonic  Order. 
He  also  is  a  member  of  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of 
Altoona,  Pennsylvania.  He  holds  membership  in 
the  Kiwanis  Club,  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon,  and 
the  Shrine  Club,  of  Altoona,  and  takes  an  im¬ 
portant  place  in  the  work  of  these  organizations. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
also  of  the  board  of  elders. 

Oscar  A.  Kinkead  married,  October  10,  1900, 
at  Mountaindale,  Pennsylvania,  Minerva  Spencer, 
daughter  of  E.  F.  and  Etta  (Megahon)  Spencer, 
and  they  have  three  children:  1.  Margaret,  de¬ 
ceased.  2.  Edwin,  who  is  a  clerk  in  the  Recorder’s 
Office  in  Ebensburg,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Jane. 
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HON.  MAXWELL  JOHN  MOORE,  rep¬ 
resentative  from  McKean  County  in  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Legislature,  has  for  many  years  been  a  man 
of  prominence  and  leadership  in  that  section  of  the 
State.  He  is  a  veteran  railway  conductor  and 
along  with  his  service  to  the  railroad  has  partici¬ 
pated  actively  in  the  public  affairs  of  Bradford. 
He  is  also  prominent  in  the  Masonic  Order. 

Mr.  Moore  was  born  May  19,  1870,  in  Cameron 
County,  Pennsylvania,  his  parents  at  that  time 
occupying  a  log  house  for  a  home.  He  is  a  son  of 
Maxwell  and  Susan  (Rusk)  Moore.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Scotland,  came  to  America  when  young 
and  for  many  years  was  an  employe  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railway.  He  and  his  wife  died  at  Dubois, 
Pennsylvania. 

Maxwell  John  Moore  grew  up  at  Dubois,  attend¬ 
ing  the  grammar  and  high  schools  there.  He  was 
graduated  from  high  school  in  1886  and  soon  after¬ 
wards  began  his  railroading  experience.  On  June 
19,  1888,  he  became  a  brakeman  with  the  Buffalo, 
Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  Railroad,  and  in  1891  was 
promoted  to  passenger  conductor.  He  has  been  in 
the  passenger  service  continuously  for  a  third  of  a 
century,  a  veteran  with  a  remarkable  record  for 
efficiency.  Mr.  Moore,  in  1888,  located  at  Brad¬ 
ford,  and  has  had  his  home  in  that  city  for  over 
thirty-five  years.  His  residence  is  at  No.  20 
Petrolia  Street. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Moore  has  been  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  Party.  He  was  elected  in  1911  as 
city  comptroller,  and  was  reelected  in  1915  for  the 
term  ending  in  1919.  Then,  on  November  7,  1922, 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature 
in  a  county  strongly  Republican.  He  was  a  candi¬ 
date  for  reelection  in  1924.  Mr.  Moore  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  and  has  served  as  chief  conductor  of  the  Order 
of  Railway  Conductors.  He  belongs  to  the  Brad¬ 
ford  Club,  and  his  church  membership  is  with  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

In  Masonry  he  is  Past  Master  of  Lodge  No.  334, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Past  High  Priest  of 
Bradford  Chapter,  No.  260,  Royal  Arch  Masons ; 
Past  Officer  of  Bradford  Council,  No.  43,  Royal 
and  Select  Masters;  Past  Commander  of  Trinity 
Commandery,  No.  58,  Knights  Templar,  and  served 
one  year  as  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  of 
the  Thirteenth  Jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Moore  married,  January  10,  1891,  Estella 
K.  Daugherty,  daughter  of  Zacharias  and  Kathryn 
Daugherty.  Seven  children  were  born  of  this  mar¬ 


riage  :  Kathryn  M.,  Beatrice  P.,  Esther  V.,  Helen 
M.,  Ruth  E.,  Maxwell  S.,  and  James  M.  The 
daughter,  Kathryn  M.,  served  as  an  army  nurse 
during  the  World  War. 


FRED  A.  SERVICE! — Well  established  as  a 
lawyer  at  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  Fred  A.  Service 
was  born  in  that  town  on  October  10,  1876.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  the  Sharon  High  School,  after  which 
he  entered  the  Washington-Jefferson  College,  later 
attended  Columbian,  now  the  George  Washington, 
University  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1901  with  the 
degree  of  LL.  B.  His  parents,  John  and  Ella 
(Williams)  Service,  are  both  deceased.  His  father 
was  born  in  Jackson  Township,  Mercer  County, 
and  died  in  Sharon,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years. 
He  was  a  son  of  William  Service,  a  native  of  Ire¬ 
land,  who  himself  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Service. 
The  mother,  Ella  (Williams)  Service,  was  born  in 
Sharon  and  died  there  in  1901,  aged  forty-three 
years.  Fred  A.  Service  is  the  only  surviving  child. 

Fred  A.  Service  began  the  practice  of  law  in 
Sharon  in  association  with  his  uncle,  A.  W.  Wil¬ 
liams,  until  the  latter  was  elevated  to  the  bench  in 
1904,  and  is  now  associated  in  practice  with  Ira  B. 
McNeal  and  E.  V.  Buckley.  Mr.  Service  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  succeeded  James  M. 
Campbell  as  State  Senator  in  the  session  of  1921. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Sharon  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons ;  and  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  a 
Shriner.  He  has  been  admitted  to  the  County 
Bar  Association,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Bar  Association.  He  is  general 
counsel  for  the  Protected  Home  Circle,  a  fraternal 
organization  covering  several  States.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Sharon  Country  Club. 

At  Youngstown,  Ohio,  in  March,  1907,  Mr. 
Service  married  Anna  L.  Vaughn,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  one  child,  Ellen  Mary,  born  May  7,  1908. 


HON.  ALFRED  W.  WILLIAMS— The  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch  might  well  be  held  up  to  the 
youth  of  America  as  an  inspiring  example  of  suc¬ 
cess  in  the  face  of  exceptional  difficulties.  To 
the  town  and  community  in  which  he  had  won  suc¬ 
cess  he  had  given  many  years  of  honest  and  de¬ 
voted  service.  Alfred  W.  Williams,  son  of  Riley 
Williams,  who  was  employed  in  the  oil  fields 
about  Titusville,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  wife, 
Rachel,  was  born  in  Brookfield,  Ohio,  December 
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22,  1851.  He  died  March  23,  1920,  widely  known 
and  publicly  mourned.  ■ 

Alfred  W.  Williams  was  of  necessity  largely 
self-educated,  for  few  men  ever  had  greater  ob¬ 
stacles  to  surmount  in  securing  an  education.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  death  of  his  father  he  was  compelled 
to  leave  school  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  In  the  fol¬ 
lowing  years  he  struggled  along  by  himself  and 
acquired  some  training  in  the  higher  branches  of 
learning,  pursuing  his  studies  at  the  close  of  the 
day’s  work,  first  in  a  mill  and  afterwards  at  his 
trade  of  carpenter  and  builder.  Later,  while  em¬ 
ployed  in  one  of  the  departments  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  he 
worked  his  way  through  Columbia  Law  School  in 
that  city,  graduating  with  honor.  In  June,  1882, 
he  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Sharon,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  came  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
ablest  lawyers  of  the  county.  A  very  dignified, 
reserved  man,  he  made  friends  slowly,  but  these 
he  kept  for  life.  Always  kind,  self-sacrificing, 
charitable  without  ostentation,  steadfast  and  un¬ 
changing,  and  strictly  just,  he  was  the  center  of 
a  devoted  family  and  an  ever-enlarging  circle  of 
friends,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  entire 
community.  In  1905  he  was  elected  judge  of  Mer¬ 
cer  County,  and  moved  to  Mercer,  the  county  seat, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  A 
noted  case  that  came  before  him  was  that  of 
those  charged  with  kidnaping  “Billy”  Whitla. 
Though  threatened  in  many  letters,  Judge  Wil¬ 
liams  pursued  the  strict  course  of  justice  and  gave 
those  convicted  of  the  crime  the  fullest  penalty 
of  the  law. 

Probably  the  most  important  matters  to  come 
before  him  during  his  term  of  office  were  those  in 
connection  with  the  building  of  a  new  court  house. 
As  the  law  required,  he  passed  upon  all  contracts. 
He  also  did  much  to  determine  the  character  and 
style  of  the  building,  and  gave  advice  as  to  the 
measures  to  be  taken  to  raise  the  funds  needed 
to  meet  the  expense.  These  difficult  tasks  he 
performed  in  such  a  way  that  the  present  beautiful 
and  imposing  structure  stands  as  a  witness  to  his 
knowledge,  ability  and  integrity.  Judge  Williams 
was  a  Mason.  He  was  one  of  the  originators  of 
the  Protected  Home  Circle,  an  organization  of 
great  merit,  and  one  which  has  proved  to  be 
both  popular  and  beneficial.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Republican,  and  in  his  church  relations  a  Pres¬ 
byterian, 


Judge  Alfred  W.  Williams  was  twice  married. 
Louisa  Hull  became  his  wife  March  29,  1876. 
To  their  union  was  born  one  daughter,  Louise, 
now  Mrs.  Gerald  Dixon,  of  Sharon,  December  7, 
1886.  Ten  years  following  the  death  of  his  first 
wife  he  married  Ida  Florence  Boyce,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Wilhelmina  (Bonnett)  Boyce,  of 
Sharon,  Pennsylvania.  To  them  were  bom  two 
children:  Alberta,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years;  and  Helene,  now  Mrs.  Paul  H.  Carpenter, 
of  St.  Louis. 


SILAS  E.  WALKER,  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Times  Publishing  Company,  which 
publishes  both  morning  and  evening  newspapers  in 
Warren,  Pennsylvania,  is  one  of  Warren’s  well 
known  business  men.  He  is  a  son  of  Aaron  S. 
Walker,  born  in  Delaware  County,  New  York,  a 
contractor  and  mason  until  his  death  in  1896,  and 
Elizabeth  (Hamblett)  Walker,  born  in  Delaware 
County,  New  York,  died  in  1855. 

Silas  E.  Walker  was  born  in  Delaware  County, 
New  York,  May  n,  1851,  and  was  educated  in  the 
local  public  schools.  After  leaving  school  he  came 
to  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  in  1868,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  and  was  employed  as  a  mason  for  a 
period  of  eight  years.  Then  followed  an  extremely 
varied  experience  in  the  business  and  political 
worlds ;  he  spent  three  years  in  the  oil  business ; 
three  years  in  the  retail  meat  business ;  three  years 
as  local  constable;  four  years  as  deputy  United 
States  Internal  Revenue  Collector  under  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  President  Grover  Cleveland;  two 
years  in  the  patent  medicine  business — making  and 
marketing  “Walker  Brothers  Golden  Oil.”  It  was 
at  this  time  that  the  weekly  “Mirror”  was  started 
to  advertise  the  patent  medicines  manufactured  by 
the  Walker  Brothers,  the  present  “Morning  Mir¬ 
ror”  being  the  outgrowth  of  this  small  advertising 
sheet.  He  sold  out  his  interest  in  this  enterprise 
to  his  brother  and  for  a  time  returned  to  his  trade 
of  masonry.  In  the  meantime  he  had  accumulated 
a  vast  store  of  practical  experience  and  knowledge 
of  local  conditions  in  various  fields  that  was  to 
stand  him  in  good  stead  in  his  future  career.  In 
1893  he  started  what  was  known  as  “The  Daily 
Democrat”  and  continued  to  publish  this  newspaper 
until  1900  when  he  founded  the  Times  Publishing 
Company,  of  which  he  has  been  president  and 
general  manager  ever  since.  In  1921  he  purchased 
the  “Warren  Evening  Mirror,”  changing  it  to  a 
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morning  paper,  and  has  since  published  it  as  well 
as  the  “Evening  Times,”  which  was  started  in 
1900.  Mr.  Walker’s  favorite  hobby  is  politics.  He 
has  been  a  lifelong  Democrat  and  was  always  a 
leader  in  that  party  in  local,  State  and  National 
affairs.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  at  Baltimore  in  1912  when 
Woodrow  Wilson  was  nominated  for  president  the 
first  time.  He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  State  Committee  as  well  as  being 
chairman  of  the  Warren  County  Democratic  Com¬ 
mittee  several  different  times.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Woodrow  Wilson  Foundation;  a  member  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  various  civic 
bodies,  and  fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  Order,  being  a  member  of  all  bodies  of 
the  York  Rite,  including  the  Shrine,  and  with  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the 
Maccabees. 

Mr.  Walker  married,  in  1878,  Cinderella  J.  Dal- 
rymple,  born  in  Warren  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walker  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
1.  Richard  O.,  who  served  in  the  World  War  as  a 
member  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces, 
with  the  rank  of  sergeant  in  the  United  States 
Army.  2.  Ross  A.,  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at 
Oil  City,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Will  A.,  former  post¬ 
master  of  Warren  and  at  present  business  manager 
and  vice-president  of  the  Times  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany.  4.  S.  Eleanor,  the  wife  of  Harry  W. 
Conarro. 


CHAUNCEY  EUGENE  BROCKWAY  was 

bom  in  West  Williamsfield,  Ohio,  August  14,  1884, 
the  son  of  Emerson  Beecher  Brockway,  a  carpen¬ 
ter,  and  Sarah  (Mowry)  Brockway.  Brought  to 
Sharon  in  early  childhood,  Mr.  Brockway  went 
through  the  public  schools  of  this  city  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Sharon  High  School  in  1903. 
He  then  attended  Bucknell  University,  in  Lewis- 
burg,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Arts  in  1907  and  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  in  1908.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Mercer  County  on  November  19,  1908,  and  soon 
thereafter,  to  practice  before  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Supreme  and  Superior  courts,  the  United 
States  District  Court,  and  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals.  He  has  been  in  practice  in  Sharon  since 
late  in  1908.  Mr.  Brockway  is  a  director  in,  and 
secretary  of  the  George  W.  Boyd  Company,  of 
Farrell ;  the  Boyd  Nailing  Company  and  the  Home 


Lumber  Company,  both  of  Sharon ;  a  director  in 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Sharon ;  and  he  is 
solicitor  for  the  Own-Your-Home  Savings  Asso¬ 
ciation,  of  Sharon. 

Mr.  Brockway  is  a  Republican ;  he  is  a  member 
of  Sigma  Chi  Fraternity,  of  the  Bucknell  Uni¬ 
versity  Chapter;  the  Mercer  County  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  Association,  the 
Sharon  Country  Club,  and  the  Sharon  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  Mr.  Brockway  holds  memberships  in 
the  Sharon  Automobile  Association,  the  P.  M.  F., 
and  the  American  Automobile  Association.  He  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  East  Side  Baptist 
Church,  of  Sharon.  He  maintains  his  offices  in 
the  Dollar  Title  and  Trust  Building,  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Brockway  married  Bessie  H.  Taylor,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Harry  and  Abigail  (Urmson)  Taylor,  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  23,  1912,  and  of  this  union 
there  are  three  children:  1.  Robert  Taylor,  born 
December  3,  1914.  2.  Philip  Edward,  born  July 

30, 1916.  3.  Frederic  William,  born  March  29,  1919. 


HARRY  WHITE — There  are  exceptions  to 
the  rule,  but  great  men  seldom  leave  sons  to  “shine 
in  the  luster  of  a  borrowed  name.”  One  of  the 
conspicuous  exceptions  was  Harry  White,  third 
and  youngest  son  of  that  eminent  citizen,  Thomas 
White  and  his  wife,  Catherine  Brooks  (McCon¬ 
nell)  White. 

Bom  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  his  environment 
was  happy  and  his  opportunities  for  culture  dur¬ 
ing  his  boyhood  were  exceptional,  both  as  to  edu¬ 
cation  and  social  contact.  Like  most  boys  he  began 
in  the  public  schools,  from  which  he  went  to  the 
Indiana  Academy,  an  old  and  noted  institution 
which  sent  into  the  world  many  prominent  and 
successful  men.  Judge  Thomas  White  was  one  of 
its  founders.  When  the  academy  languished  and 
ceased  to  “keep  school,”  Harry  White’s  father 
secured  private  tutors,  one  of  whom  was  the  late 
Hon.  John  P.  Penney,  of  Pittsburgh,  who,  while 
studying  law  with  Judge  Thomas  White  was  pri¬ 
vate  tutor  to  Harry  White  and  the  late  Senator 
M.  S.  Quay.  The  private  tutor  taught  in  a  build¬ 
ing  near  Judge  White’s  residence,  a  convenience 
that  pleased  both  father  and  son. 

Enterprising  and  ambitious,  Harry  naturally  was 
a  leader  among  his  boy  friends  and  companions. 
He  had  selected  his  profession  early  in  life,  and 
carefully  prepared  himself  for  what  he  hoped 
would  be  his  career.  In  1850  he  went  to  what  was 
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called  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  now  famous  as 
Princeton  University.  Getting  his  degree  with  the 
class  of  1854,  he  intended,  with  one  of  his  fellow 
students,  to  go  South  for  a  time  and  teach  school. 
His  father  objected  to  this  and  desired  him  to  be¬ 
gin  the  study  of  law  in  his  office,  and  this  he  did. 

On  the  matter  of  applications  for  admission  to 
the  bar  the  practice  of  the  courts  then  was  to 
appoint  a  special  committee  of  three  lawyers,  res¬ 
ident  or  from  abroad,  to  examine  applicants.  After 
such  an  examination  in  1856,  Harry  White  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Indiana  County  bar,  and  very  soon 
afterward  to  the  bars  of  surrounding  counties. 
He  assisted  in  the  trial  of  a  case  the  day  after  his 
admission. 

This  year,  1856,  was  the  initial  one  for  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  in  national  politics.  The  effort  of 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  in  the  United  States  Senate 
to  repeal  the  Missouri  Compromise  in  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  territories  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska, 
brought  the  extension  of  slavery  as  the  living 
question  of  the  hour  before  the  people  of  the 
country.  Opposition  to  this  extension  of  slavery 
was  the  leading  principle  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  Harry  White,  a  voter  for  the  first  time  that 
year  in  national  politics,  became  the  first  chairman 
of  the  Republican  party  in  Indiana  County.  In  the 
country  districts  it  was  no  injury  to  a  young 
lawyer  to  give  attention  to  political  questions  then 
before  the  nation.  Without  previous  political  ex¬ 
perience  he  made  his  first  political  speech  in  the 
town  of  Blairsville,  and  organized  a  vigorous  cam¬ 
paign  throughout  the  county,  resulting  in  a  very 
large  majority  for  Fremont,  the  Republican  candi¬ 
date  for  President. 

While  active  in  his  profession  in  the  interven¬ 
ing  years  between  1856  and  i860,  Harry  White  be¬ 
came  a  very  prominent  factor  in  the  politics  of 
Indiana  and  surrounding  counties.  Armstrong,  In¬ 
diana  and  Westmoreland  counties'  comprise  a  Con¬ 
gressional  district,  and  after  a  canvass,  Harry 
White  was  nominated  for  Congress  in  June,  i860, 
at  Greensburg,  over  the  late  Senator  Edgar  Cowan. 
Being  barely  of  the  constitutional  age  for  a  Con¬ 
gressman,  and  contention  arising  over  this  ques¬ 
tion,  to  a  possible  danger  of  the  party  in  this  dis¬ 
trict,  Mr.  White  resigned  the  nomination  against  the 
protest  of  many  friends,  and  Hon.  John  Covode 
became  the  candidate,  and  with  Harry  White’s 
active  support  he  was  elected.  That  campaign  be¬ 
ing  a  most  active  and  exciting  one,  the  result  alone 
is  of  interest  now. 


After  Sumter  was  fired  on  in  April,  1861,  Harry 
White  for  a  time,  in  common  with  others,  closed 
his  law  books  and  made  ceaseless  efforts  to  edu¬ 
cate  the  people  of  this  region  as  to  the  necessity 
for  a  great  conflict  of  arms.  He  was  soon  elected 
captain  of  a  company  and  tendered  it  to  Governor 
Curtin.  Because  the  Governor  did  not  accept  this 
company  many  of  its  members  joined  other  organi¬ 
zations.  After  this  Harry  White  called  on  Gover¬ 
nor  Curtin  and  inquired  why  the  company  he  had 
offered  had  not  been  accepted.  In  this  interview 
on  the  subject  the  Governor  said:  “I  did  not 
accept  you  because  of  the  request  of  your  father. 
You  know,  Harry,  how  highly  I  esteem  your 
father,  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  he  besought  me 
not  to  accept  you  for  service,  as  you  were  all  he 
had  left  at  home.”  Whereupon  Harry  replied: 
“I  am  sorry  to  distress  my  father,  but  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  go  into  service  and  am  going  if  I  have  to 
carry  a  musket!”  To  this  the  Governor  responded: 
“If  that  is  the  way  of  it  I  will  commission  you  as 
major  of  the  67th  Regiment,  which  is  struggling  in 
recruiting  at  Cammack  Woods,  Philadelphia.” 

The  commission  was  authorized  by  the  Governor 
accordingly  and  Harry  White  went  immediately  to 
work  recruiting  to  complete  the  filling  of  the  regi¬ 
ment,  taking  some  members  of  his  old  company 
that  he  had  offered  to  the  Governor  with  him.  Re¬ 
cruiting  during  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of 
1861  was  quite  inactive  for  many  reasons,  but  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  of  1862  the  regiment  was  completely 
organized  and  sent  into  active  service.  Its  first 
military  work  was  its  relief  of  General  Dick 
Coulter’s  nth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  at  Annapo¬ 
lis,  Maryland. 

For  many  weary  months  the  regiment  of  which 
Harry  White  was  major  performed  the  irksome 
duty  of  taking  charge  of  parole  camp  at  Annapolis, 
and  Major  White  was  detailed  to  protect  the  An¬ 
napolis  and  Elk  Ridge  Railroad  and  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  from  Annapolis  Junction  to  Washing¬ 
ton  City.  After  several  months  the  regiment  was 
relieved  from  these  duties  and  sent  to  Harper’s 
Ferry  and  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  while  Major  White  was  in 
the  field,  the  people  of  his  senatorial  district,  com¬ 
posed  of  Armstrong  and  Indiana  counties,  elected 
him  to  the  Senate  without  his  request.  The  sen- 
atorship  of  Pennsylvania  is  a  proud  office.  The 
Legislature  met  in  January,  1863,  at  Harrisburg, 
and  President  Lincoln  sent  Major  White  a  leave 
of  absence  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature 
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that  winter,  and  he  duly  served  in  that  body,  mak¬ 
ing  occasional  visits  to  his  regiment,  then  in  winter 
quarters  at  Berryville,  Virginia.  Having  taken 
many  of  his  old  friends  and  neighbors  to  the 
service,  he  declined  to  resign  from  the  army,  and 
on  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature  in  the  spring 
of  1863,  he  rejoined  his  regiment.  He  refused  to 
take  his  salary  as  a  Senator,  sending  the  money  to 
the  Soldiers’  Relief  Fund  of  the  two  counties  com¬ 
posing  his  senatorial  district.  When  he  rejoined 
his  regiment  there  was  much  active  service  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley.  General  Milroy  was  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  division,  with  headquarters  at  Win¬ 
chester,  Virginia.  Major  White  was  assigned  to 
the  command  from  Berryville  to  Snickers  Ferry. 
Almost  daily  Mosby,  Imboden,  McNeal,  and  other 
Rebel  partisan  commanders  were  making  raids  in 
the  valley,  and  frequently  affairs  would  be  had 
with  these  forces  of  the  enemy. 

Early  in  June,  1863,  General  Lee  started  on  his 
campaign  to  Pennsylvania.  The  Army  of  the  Po¬ 
tomac,  under  Hooker,  was  down  the  Rappahannock 
near  Fredericksburg,  and  the  only  force  between 
Lee’s  advancing  army  and  the  Pennsylvania  line 
was  Milroy’s  division  in  headquarters  at  Win¬ 
chester.  June  11,  1863,  Early’s  and  Johnson’s  di¬ 
visions  of  Elwell’s  corps  of  Lee’s  army  approached 
Winchester,  and  the  Union  forces  there  engaged 
these  Confederates  for  three  days.  On  the  night 
of  June  12,  Major  White  received  an  order  to 
take  the  advance  with  infantry,  cavalry  and  artil¬ 
lery  to  the  relief  of  Milroy  at  Winchester.  Al¬ 
though  that  point  was  but  twelve  miles  west  on  a 
direct  road,  the  march  to  Milroy’s  relief  was  round¬ 
about,  owing  to  the  position  of  the  enemy.  Reach¬ 
ing  Winchester  about  midnight,  the  fight  was  re¬ 
sumed  June  13.  Milroy’s  division  did  not  know  it 
was  engaging  Lee’s  advancing  army,  but  that  was 
the  fact,  and  in  the  fight  on  the  15th  Major  White 
was  captured  by  the  Louisiana  Tigers.  If  the  fight 
at  Winchester  had  not  taken  place,  the  battle  be¬ 
tween  Lee  and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  might 
not  have  taken  place  at  Gettysburg. 

At  the  date  of  his  capture  all  exchanges  of 
prisoners  had  stopped,  and  Major  White  was  sent 
out  with  other  prisoners  to  Libby  at  Richmond. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  a  long,  painful  and 
historic  imprisonment.  The  many  incidents  and 
occurences  among  the  prisoners  in  Libby  during 
the  summer  and  fall  of  1863  would  fill  a  volume  of 
startling  detail.  This  indeed  was  the  angriest 
period  of  the  war. 


When  Major  White  left  the  Pennsylvania  Sen¬ 
ate  in  the  spring  of  1863  to  rejoin  his  regiment,  the 
Republican  party  had  a  majority  of  five  in  that 
body.  The  fall  election  that  year  reduced  this 
majority  to  one,  leaving  the  Senate  seventeen  to 
sixteen. 

Under  the  cartel  relating  to  the  exchange  of 
prisoners  made  in  1862,  surgeons  and  chaplains  as 
well  as  nurses  were  not  subject  to  capture  as 
prisoners  of  war,  but  with  the  captured  at  Win¬ 
chester,  surgeons  and  the  other  exempted  classes 
were  all  taken  to  Libby.  Among  the  chaplains  was 
the  late  Chaplain  McCabe.  After  the  captured  at 
Chickamauga  were  brought  to  Libby  there  were 
about  ninety  surgeons  there.  The  deadlock  in  the 
exchange  of  surgeons  was  broken  on  the  23d  of 
November,  1863,  and  the  effort  of  Major  White 
to  escape  as  a  surgeon  is  narrated  by  Judge  Robert 
Ould,  the  Rebel  commissioner  of  exchange.  In 
his  report  on  the  subject,  published  in  the  Annals 
of  the  War,  he  makes  the  following  reference  to 
Harry  White : 

There  was  one  incident  in  the  course  of  deliv¬ 
eries  which  was  quite  dramatic,  though  very  pain¬ 
ful  to  one  of  the  parties — a  Pennsylvania  colonel. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  war  surgeons  were  re¬ 
garded  as  non-combatants,  and  not  subject  to 
detention  on  either  side.  A  difficulty,  however, 
arose  between  the  two  governments  about  one  Dr. 
Rucker,  who  was  held  in  confinement  on  the  charge 
of  murder  and  other  high  crimes.  The  United 
States  demanded  his  release,  and  failing  to  secure 
it,  put  Dr.  Green,  a  Confederate  surgeon,  in  con¬ 
finement  in  retaliation.  This  led  to  the  detention 
to  all  surgeons  on  both  sides.  I  made  vigorous 
efforts  to  restore  the  old  practice,  and  at  length 
succeeded.  Accordingly  a  day  was  fixed  for  the 
delivery  of  all  surgeons  on  both  sides  at  City 
Point,  and  all  the  Federal  surgeons  were  directed 
to  be  sent  from  the  Libby  prison  and  put  on  board 
the  flag-of-truce  steamer.  I  accompanied  the  party. 
When  we  were  nearing  the  steamer  “New  York” 
I  perceived  that  a  signal  was  flying  for  me  to  come 
to  the  shore  with  my  boat.  I  did  so,  and  there 
found  a  communication  stating  that  Colonel  Harry 
White,  commanding  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  regi¬ 
ments,  had  disguised  himself  as  a  surgeon  and  was 
then  on  board  my  boat.  I  immediately  directed  the 
prisoners  to  be  drawn  up  in  line  on  the  shore,  and 
made  them  an  address  in  which  I  recounted  the 
efforts  I  had  made  to  secure  the  immunity  of  their 
class,  and  stated  that  an  officer  of  the  line  not 
entitled  to  exchange  or  release  was  among  them 
disguised  as  a  surgeon.  I  then  raised  my  voice 
.and  shouted:  “Colonel  Harry  White,  come  forth !” 
He  stepped  in  front  at  once  and  in  a  few  words 
claimed  that  he  had  a  right  to  resort  to  any 
stratagem  to  effect  his  release.  I  replied  that  I 
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was  not  there  to  dispute  or  affirm  what  he  said,  but 
that  he  must  return  to  Richmond  under  arrest.  It 
was  a  heavy  blow  to  him,  struck  at  the  moment 
when  he  was  sanguine  of  his  liberty.  Two  minutes 
more  would  have  placed  him  on  the  “New  York,” 
where  he  would  have  been  safe  even  if  his  disguise 
had  been  there  detected.  He  had  been  a  long  time 
in  captivity  and  extraordinary  efforts  had  been 
made  to  secure  for  him  a  speedy  exchange.  He 
had  been  elected  as  a  Republican  to  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Senate,  which  without  him  was  equally 
divided  between  the  war  and  anti-war  parties.  His 
presence  was  needed  to  effect  an  organization  and 
working  majority  in  that  body.  I  had  learned  these 
facts  from  more  than  one  quarter,  and  was  not 
disposed  to  assist  in  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
war  party.  I  was  under  no  duty  to  release  Colonel 
White,  as  the  exchange  of  officers  had  ceased.  So 
obstinate  was  I  that  when  the  Federal  agent  offered 
me  a  major  general  and  several  officers  of  lower 
grade  for  him  I  declined  to  accept.  I  might  have 
speculated  to  great  advantage  on  him  if  I  had  been 
so  disposed,  and  the  situation  in  Pennsylvania 
would  have  warranted  it.  If  every  officer  and  man 
had  been  a  Harry  White  there  would  never  have 
been  any  difficulty  about  exchanges.  Indeed,  if  the 
anxiety  manifested  about  him  had  been  distributed 
instead  of  making  him  the  reservoir  of  all,  it 
would  have  been  better  for  a  good  many  people. 
“Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephesians.” 

On  his  return  to  Libby,  Harry  White  was  put  in 
one  of  the  famous  dungeons  of  that  place.  His 
experiences  there  would  too  much  extend  the  story 
of  his  imprisonment.  On  Christmas  Day,  1863,  he 
was  taken  from  Libby  and  under  guard  sent  to 
Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  prison,  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  order  from  General  Winder,  the  command¬ 
ant  of  Rebel  prisoners :  “I  send  you  Major  White 
of  the  67th  Pennsylvania.  An  important  prisoner. 
You  will  deprive  him  of  all  money  and  valuables 
and  place  him  in  close,  separate  and  solitary  con¬ 
finement.” 

Having  been  a  prisoner  then  for  six  months,  he 
had  no  money  or  valuables  to  be  deprived  of,  but 
was  put  in  solitary  confinement  in  a  dungeon  eight 
feet  long  and  four  feet  wide  and  under  constant 
guard.  This  condition  continued  for  several  days, 
when  the  dead  house  was  cleaned  out  and  he  was 
placed  there  in  solitary  confinement  under  guard 
the  rest  of  the  winter,  until  March  13,  1864.  Then 
he  was  put  into  the  stockade  with  the  rest  of  the 
prisoners. 

This  harsh,  severe  and  unusual  treatment  dif¬ 
fered  from  that  given  other  prisoners,  because 
Harry  White  was  a  Republican  member  of  the 
Senate  of  Pennsylvania  as  well  as  an  officer  of  the 
army.  In  an  effort  to  secure  his  exchange,  the 


authorities  at  Washington  had  told  the  Rebel  com¬ 
missioner  of  exchange  that  they  had  his  resigna¬ 
tion  as  a  Senator,  and  their  refusal  to  exchange 
him  was  only  inflicting  torture  upon  him.  The 
Rebel  authorities  did  not  believe  that  they  had  his 
resignation,  and  placed  him  in  solitary  confinement 
at  Salisbury  to  make  it  impossible  for  him  to  send 
any  resignation.  But  Harry  White,  after  his  fail¬ 
ure  to  escape  as  a  surgeon,  prepared  his  resigna¬ 
tion  on  a  slip  of  paper  which  he  inclosed  in  the 
back  of  a  Sanitary  Commission  Testament,  one  of 
the  kind  given  to  soldiers,  and  this  he  gave  to  the 
surgeon  whom  he  personated  when  he  went  out 
with  the  other  surgeons  to  City  Point.  Following 
is  a  copy  of  the  resignation: 

Libby  Prison,  Richmond,  Virginia, 
November,  1863. 

Hon.  P.  J.  Penney, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania. 

Dear  Sir: 

Considerations  I  may  briefly  state  make  it  pru¬ 
dent  and  proper  for  me  to  tender  my  resignation 
as  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania. 

After  the  adjournment  of  our  Legislature  last 
spring  I  rejoined  my  regiment  and  resumed  my 
military  duties  in  the  field.  Upon  the  advance  of 
General  Lee’s  army,  in  June  last,  into  the  Shenan¬ 
doah  Valley,  on  his  Pennsylvania  campaign,  the 
forces  with  which  I  was  connected  were  ordered 
to  Winchester,  and  in  the  battle  of  that  place  I  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
with  other  Federal  officers.  I  was  immediately 
sent  to  Richmond,  and  since  the  23d  of  June  I  re¬ 
mained  a  prisoner  in  the  Libby. 

No  exchange  of  prisoners  has  taken  place  in  the 
meantime,  nor  does  any  seem  to  be  in  immediate 
prospect.  Shut  off  for  long  months  from  friends 
and  the  outer  world,  I  have  yet  not  been  entirely 
ignorant  of  passing  events.  The  recent  election  in 
our  state  has,  I  learn,  altered  somewhat  from  the 
last  session  the  political  complexion  of  our  Senate. 
My  absence,  it  seems,  gives  to  each  party  repre¬ 
sented  there  equal  numerical  strength.  This  will, 
in  all  probability,  embarrass  organization  and  delay 
necessary  legislation. 

I  regret  the  situation  and  am  unwilling  my  present 
personal  misfortune  should  in  any  way  affect  public 
interests,  or  interrupt,  for  a  moment,  that  cordial 
cooperation  between  our  state  and  the  National 
government  so  necessary  in  this  crisis. 

It  is  true  some  time  must  yet  elapse  before  my 
presence  in  Harrisburg  is  actually  required,  yet, 
as  I  have  no  hope  of  release  by  general  exchange, 
the  Richmond  authorities,  I  am  convinced,  will 
retain  me  as  long  as  possible,  because  I  am  a 
Senator  and  my  vote  is  important.  Under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  it  behooves  me  to  do  what  I  can  to 
relieve  the  difficulty  likely  to  result  from  my  con¬ 
tinued  imprisonment. 

I  am  sure  you  will  not  doubt  me  when  I  confess 
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it  would  be  much  more  agreeable  to  my  taste  and 
feelings  to  spend  the  months  of  the  coming  winter 
in  active  legislation  in  our  Senate  chamber  than  to 
languish  within  the  gloomy  walls  of  Southern 
prisons.  My  present  situation  presents  the  less 
agreeable  alternative  in  prospect,  and  I  see  but  one 
solution  of  the  difficulty.  Other  and  greater  in¬ 
terests  are  involved  in  this  matter  than  my  per¬ 
sonal  comfort  and  private  inclinations.  My  health, 
my  life,  are  nothing  to  the  success  of  those  great 
principles  I  was  elected  to  represent.  The  people 
of  my  district  are  chiefly  interested  in  this  matter 
and  my  duty  to  them,  in  the  premises,  has  given 
me  many  an  hour  of  anxious  solicitude  in  this 
weary  prison  life.  I  cannot  in  any  way  consult  with 
them.  They  should  not,  however,  at  any  time  go 
unrepresented.  Their  generous  confidence  was  but 
recently  given  me,  and  they  will,  I  trust,  give  the 
approval  of  their  voice  to  the  step  I  now  take,  and 
select  as  my  successor  one  who  will  be  as  faithful 
to  their  interests  and  the  great  cause  of  our  coun¬ 
try  as  I,  at  least,  tried  to  be. 

Be  pleased,  therefore,  to  accept  my  resignation 
as  a  Senator  from  the  Twenty-first  Senatorial 
district.  Be  kind  enough  to  convey  to  my  brother 
Senators  assurances  of  respect  and  esteem;  tell 
them  “though  cast  down  I  am  not  dismayed,” 
though  I  am  in  bonds  I  am  full  of  hope.  Tell 
them  my  prayer  and  trust  is,  no  word  or  act  may 
go  out  of  the  councils  of  your  Senate  to  weaken 
the  arm  or  make  faint  the  heart  of  those  brave 
soldiers  of  the  Union  who  are  bearing  in  the  field, 
to  a  sure  and  triumphant  success,  the  greatest 
struggle  of  history.  Accept,  my  dear  sir,  my 
personal  wishes  for  your  good  health  and  pros¬ 
perity.  I  am, 

Respectfully  yours, 

Harry  White. 

In  May  he  was  started,  with  other  prisoners,  for 
Andersonville,  but  at  Chester,  South  Carolina, 
escaped  with  some  fellow  prisoners  from  the  train, 
and  after  recapture  was  sent  to  Columbia,  South 
Carolina,  to  the  penitentiary  there.  Toward  the 
latter  part  of  June  he  was  started  again  with 
others  for  Andersonville,  and  again  escaped,  but 
was  recaptured.  About  July  1  he  was  again  started 
for  Andersonville,  but  at  Green’s  Cut,  some  miles 
below  Augusta,  Georgia,  cut  his  way  at  night  out 
of  the  car,  and  was  out  this  time  twenty-nine  days. 
Traveling  only  at  night  through  the  country  in  the 
direction  of  General  Sherman’s  Army,  then  on  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  he  lived  only  among  the  negro 
slaves;  and  on  July  29  he  was  again  recaptured  in 
Greene  County,  Georgia,  by  bloodhounds,  and  car¬ 
ried  the  marks  of  their  teeth  on  his  arm. 

After  his  recapture  he  was  taken  back  to  Macon, 
Georgia,  and  then  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
and  put  in  the  workhouse  there  with  others  under 


the  fire  of  the  Federal  batteries  on  Morris  Island, 
where  the  famous  gun,  the  “Swamp  Angel,”  was 
shelling  the  city  of  Charleston. 

When,  in  the  latter  part  of  September,  1864, 
General  Sherman  and  General  Hood,  of  the  Rebel 
army,  were  permitted  to  exchange  prisoners  cap¬ 
tured  at  and  after  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
which  was  in  June,  1864,  Harry  White,  by  a  ruse, 
got  out  of  the  prison  with  these  officers  and  was 
taken  back  to  Macon,  and  thence  with  others, 
marching  to  Rough  and  Ready,  ten  miles  below 
Atlanta,  got  over  into  the  Union  lines.  Thus  after 
sixteen  months  of  imprisonment  he  breathed  in 
Atlanta  the  atmosphere  of  liberty.  The  many 
trials,  sufferings  and  peculiar  experiences  he  had 
during  those  sixteen  months  of  prison,  his  different 
escapes  and  the  various  prisons  in  which  he  was 
confined  would  require  a  volume  if  narrated  in 
detail. 

While  belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Major  White  was  temporarily  put  on  the  staff  of 
General  Thomas,  went  with  him  to  Nashville,  and 
thence,  after  some  narrow  escapes  from  capture, 
through  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  reached  his  home 
in  the  midst  of  the  excitement  of  the  presidential 
campaign  between  Lincoln,  a  Republican,  and  Mc¬ 
Clellan,  a  Democrat.  A  mere  political  campaign 
was  farthest  from  the  thoughts  of  Harry  White 
when  he  reached  home  on  the  night  of  October  5, 
1864,  to  receive  the  welcome  of  life-long  friends 
and  the  embraces  of  his  own  family.  While  at¬ 
tenuated  in  body  from  long  and  harrowing  im¬ 
prisonment,  through  “hairbreadth  ’scapes  and  im¬ 
minent  peril,”  the  atmosphere  of  freedom  and  the 
cordial  welcome  of  home  and  friends  soon  brought 
back  to  him  health  and  vigor. 

A  demand  was  made  upon  him  for  service  in 
the  great  campaign  to  keep  Lincoln  as  the  leader 
of  the  people  against  the  heretical  proclamation 
that  “the  war  was  a  failure.”  At  a  meeting  in 
Philadelphia,  November  2,  1864,  in  the  Academy 
of  Music,  with  Governor  Curtin  presiding,  a  great 
reception  was  tendered  to  Harry  White,  and  he 
was  made  to  narrate,  for  the  information  of  the 
people,  many  of  his  trials  and  experiences  as  well 
as  those  of  his  comrades  in  the  Rebel  prisons. 

In  due  time,  having  been  commissioned  by  the 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania  as  Colonel  of  his  regi¬ 
ment,  and  brevetted  Brigadier  General  by  President 
Lincoln,  he  returned  to  his  regiment  and  served 
until  victory  came  at  Appomatox.  When  the  army 
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was  disbanded,  and  he  had  returned  to  his  home 
in  the  early  spring  of  1865,  there  was  a  natural 
demand  among  his  people  that  he  should  be  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  his  election 
to  which,  in  1862,  had  caused  him  to  suffer  so  long 
and  painful  imprisonment.  He  was  elected  in  the 
fall  of  1865  again  to  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania, 
once  more  in  the  fall  of  1868  and  again  in  1871. 
He  became  the  leader  of  his  party  in  that  body, 
served  as  such  during  his  membership,  and  wrote 
and  had  enacted  much  important  legislation. 
Among  important  measures  in  the  session  of  1869 
he  wrote  and  secured  the  passage  of  what  was 
known  as  the  Evidence  Act  of  1869,  which  changed 
the  old  rule  that  excluded  interested  parties  from 
testifying  in  their  own  cases,  so  as  to  allow  parties 
in  an  action  themselves  to  be  witnesses  in  their  own 
cases,  leaving  their  credibility  as  a  question  for  the 
jury.  At  the  close  of  the  session  of  1870,  Harry 
White  was  elected  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

While  not  posing  as  a  reformer,  General  White 
was  sensible  of  great  corruptions  and  betrayal  of 
the  people’s  best  interests  in  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  during  his  third  term  in  the 
Senate  he  gave  much  time  and  effort  to  creating 
public  sentiment  throughout  the  State  for  a  con¬ 
stitutional  convention  to  remedy  what  he  thought 
were  the  ills  of  the  time.  This  sentiment  he 
thought  to  excite  by  delivering  lectures  in  different 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  principal  thought 
in  the  lectures  being  the  necessity  for  correcting 
certain  errors  of  the  time  by  a  new  constitution. 

The  initial  lecture,  entitled  “The  Manhood  for 
the  Time,”  which  was  published  at  length  in  the 
Pittsurgh  “Commercial,”  April  26,  1870,  (now  the 
“Commercial  Gazette”)  was  delivered  in  Mechan- 
icsburg,  Cumberland  County.  Inasmuch  as  this  is 
a  matter  of  general  public  interest  and  of  history, 
some  extracts  from  it  are  pertinent.  With  ample 
illustrations  from  history  and  anecdote,  self-reli¬ 
ance,  courage,  independence,  enthusiasm,  sensibility, 
all  with  continuity  of  purpose,  these  were  indicated 
with  earnestness  as  qualities  to  make  up  the  man¬ 
hood  required  by  the  necessity  of  the  times.  Never, 
said  General  White,  was  a  manhood  made  up  of 
such  qualities  more  needed  in  Pennsylvania  than 
then.  The  employment  of  the  mere  “litterateur” 
seemed  to  have  taken  wings  and  fled  to  the  utter¬ 
most.  The  fires  of  native  poetry  had  been 
quenched.  Public  life,  public  office,  attracted  all 
with  desire.  Surveying  the  field,  how  many  there 


mastered  the  situation?  The  insincere  demagogue 
stared  at  you  on  every  corner.  Rare  to  find,  tread¬ 
ing  the  high  plane  of  authority,  he,  who,  with  con¬ 
fident  heart  relied  upon  the  powers  kindly  given 
him,  and  with  independent  boldness  asserted  con¬ 
victions,  made  effective  by  an  earnest  enthusiasm, 
tempered  by  a  heart  sensitive  to  the  plain  principles 
of  right  and  justice  between  man  and  man.  How 
little  did  public  opinion,  as  then  regarded,  offer  to 
the  laudable  ambition  of  young  men !  No  longer 
did  it  seem  honorable,  or,  indeed,  respectable,  to  be 
a  member  of  our  State  Legislature !  Look  at  the 
press  of  the  day !  Pick  up  a  newspaper — any 
newspaper  in  the  State — abuse  of  the  Legislature 
abounded  in  every  column.  And  here  General 
White  narrated  illustrative  incidents. 

It  is  urged  the  personnel  of  the  legislative  body 
ought  to  be  improved;  that  better  men  should  be 
selected.  I  have  seen  this  tried,  or  a  pretense  of 
trial,  for  a  number  of  years.  Allow  me  to  say, 
however,  there  are  now  in  the  Legislature,  in  the 
Senate  at  least,  some  as  high-minded,  honorable, 
intelligent  gentleman  as  can  be  found  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

The  effort  to  reestablish  that  confidence  between 
the  people  and  the  law-making  power  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  so  necessary  to  the  happiness  of  the 
community,  and  the  stability  of  Republican  insti¬ 
tutions,  is  an  indulgence  in  no  mere  abstractions. 
The  legislative  department  affects  all  the  concerns 
of  life — in  the  organization,  indeed,  of  the  family 
itself,  and  the  enjoyment  of  property.  To-day 
there  is  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  legislative  de¬ 
partment  of  government.  This  confidence  should 
be  restored.  The  remedy,  I  have  thought  for 
years,  is  a  constitutional  convention.  Salutary 
amendments  can  be  there  matured  and  submitted 
to  the  people,  correcting  existing  abuses.  And 
when  placed  in  the  organic  law,  a  measure  of  se¬ 
curity  will  be  reached. 

Thirty-five  years  have  elapsed  since  our  last 
constitutional  convention.  Changes  have  been  great 
in  the  meantime.  Our  physical  development,  our 
social  condition,  our  material  necessities,  our  politi¬ 
cal  elements,  have  changed  and  changed  immensely 
since  the  convention  of  1838.  We  have  now  cities 
and  towns  all  over  the  commonwealth  where  vil¬ 
lages  scarcely  existed  in  1838.  .  .  .  Such  marked 
changes  in  our  condition  as  a  people  clearly  indi¬ 
cate  the  necessity  of  some  modifications  in  our 
State  Constitution ;  not,  indeed,  to  change  our 
system,  but  the  manner  of  dealing  with  details. 
(It  was  here  indicated  that  a  constitutional  con¬ 
vention  was  better  than  making  amendments.) 

The  method  I  propose  is  to  provide  by  bill  for 
the  election  of  say  thirty-two  delegates  at  large, 
each  elector  to  vote  for  sixteen  delegates,  thus 
securing  thirty-two  gentlemen,  possibly  the  best 
men  of  either  party,  as  delegates  at  large,  and  the 
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balance,  one  hundred,  to  be  elected  in  the  senatorial 
districts.  When  the  convention  assembles  it  should 
direct  its  attention  first  to  the  executive  office.  I 
would  extend  the  gubernatorial  term  to  four  years, 
and  make  him  ineligible  more  than  once  in  eight 
years.  This  in  the  hope  of  preventing  an  adminis¬ 
tration  acting  in  the  interests  of  a  reelection. 

In  our  legislative  organization  I  would  have 
radical  changes,  increase  the  number  of  both 
branches,  to  make  corrupt  combinations  more  dif¬ 
ficult.  I  would  make  special  legislation  practically 
impossible  by  withdrawing  from  legislative  juris¬ 
diction  all  subjects  leading  to  corrupt  practices  and 
discontent  among  the  people.  All  corporations, 
public  and  private,  should  be  created  and  regulated 
by  general  laws.  A  more  careful  manner  should 
be  provided  for  the  appropriation  of  public  moneys. 
Hasty  legislation  should  be  prevented,  as  it  has 
been  most  prolific  of  scandal  and  reproach.  All 
bills  should  be  read  in  extenso  when  under  con¬ 
sideration,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  called  and  re¬ 
corded  on  the  final  passage  of  all  bills.  It  has  long 
since  occurred  to  me  that  biennial  sessions  of  the 
Legislature  would  be  abundantly  frequent,  with  the 
power,  of  course,  in  the  executive  to  convene  ex¬ 
traordinary  sessions. 

Increase  of  population,  enlarged  commercial  re¬ 
lations,  the  discovery  of  oil,  coal  operations,  and 
other  new  sources  of  wealth  have  augmented  the 
business  of  courts,  necessitating  an  increase  in 
judicial  force. 

While  I  am  proud  to  believe  no  commonwealth 
has  an  abler  or  purer  judiciary  than  Pennsylvania, 
yet  new  arrangement  of  judicial  districts  is  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary.  The  careful  attention  of  the 
wisest  and  best  of  the  State  in  constitutional  con¬ 
vention  to  the  subjects  indicated,  and  kindred  ones, 
would  bring  the  legislation  of  our  commonwealth 
greater  purity,  more  security,  and  that  confidence 
so  much  to  be  desired  in  the  administration  of  her 
affairs. 

This  brief  reference  to  a  question  so  important 
to  every  Pennsylvanian  may,  I  hope,  excite  more 
than  the  passing  attention  of  this  audience.  If  I 
had  the  power,  I  would  engage  to  it  the  attention 
of  all  the  good  people  of  the  whole  Commonwealth. 
Here,  then,  is  a  theme  worthy  your  truest  manhood. 

As  a  result  of  this  and  similar  lectures  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  a  desire  was 
cieated  for  a  constitutional  convention.  In  the 
session  then  of  1872  General  White  in  the  Senate 
was  made  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Consti¬ 
tutional  Reform,  prepared  a  bill  for  a  constitu¬ 
tional  convention,  and  conducted  its  passage 
through  the  Legislature  of  that  year.  In  the 
debate  in  the  Senate  about  this  bill,  it  was  charged 
with  being  partisan,  Senator  Davis  of  Berks 
County  saying  in  opposition  to  it:  “The  Senator 
from  Indiana  has  had  his  own  way  in  framing  and 
passing  this  bill.”  After  being  charged  with  being 


partisan,  the  only  vote  in  opposition  to  the  bill 
was  that  of  the  Senator  who  made  the  charge. 

As  said  heretofore,  it  would  extend  to  undue 
length  this  intended  brief  epitome  of  General 
White’s  career,  as  part  of  the  history  of  the  county, 
to  give  all  the  details ;  but  it  is  quite  proper  to 
record  that  while  he  presided  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  during  the  entire  consideration  and  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  Judiciary  Article  V,  yet  it  is  pertinent 
to  say  it  was  through  his  influence  and  that  of  his 
boyhood  friend  and  neighbor,  Silas  M.  Clark,  then 
a  delegate  in  the  convention,  and  afterwards  a 
Supreme  Judge  of  Pennsylvania,  that  the  entire 
plan  of  judicial  districts  throughout  the  State,  as 
the  Constitution  provides,  was  formed  and  passed, 
General  White  also  wrote  several  sections  of 
Article  IV,  which  relates  to  the  Governor's  depart¬ 
ment,  as  well  as  sections  of  other  articles  of  the 
constitution.  All  the  changes  and  reforms  indi¬ 
cated  in  the  extracts  from  the  address  delivered  in 
1870,  and  published  above  as  part  of  this  sketch, 
were  adopted  and  are  parts  of  the  constitution. 

In  1872  General  White  became  a  candidate  for 
the  Republican  nomination  for  Governor  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  never  had  the  support  of  what  were 
called  the  bosses,  but  in  the  State  convention  of 
1872,  he  was  next  in  strength  of  delegates  to  that 
distinguished  soldier,  General  Hartranft,  who  was 
nominated.  But  he  was  nominated  as  a  delegate- 
at-large  to  the  constitutional  convention.  Governor 
Geary,  while  the  convention  was  in  session,  vetoed 
the  Congressional  Apportionment  bill.  This  made 
it  necessary  for  the  convention  to  nominate  three 
candidates  for  Congressman-at-large,  and,  without 
his  knowledge  or  desire.  General  White  was  nom¬ 
inated  as  one  of  these  candidates  for  Congress. 
The  convention  would  not  nominate  him  for  Gov¬ 
ernor,  but  piled  other  honors  upon  him  by  making 
him  a  delegate  to  the  constitutional  convention  and 
also  a  Congressman;  while  at  the  same  time  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Senate  in  the  middle  of  his 
term.  It  is  a  trite  saying:  “Some  people  are  born 
great,  some  achieve  greatness,  some  have  great¬ 
ness  thrust  upon  them.”  Certainly  these  honors 
were  thrust  upon  General  Harry  White,  but  he  re¬ 
lieved  himself  from  the  situation  by  declining  the 
nomination  for  Congressman-at-large,  and  accepted 
the  nomination  as  a  delegate  to  the  constitutional 
convention. 

Of  course  he  was  elected  in  the  State-at-large 
to  the  constitutional  convention,  and  having  been 
the  author  of  the  bill  which  called  it  into  existence, 
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as  was  expected,  he  took  the  lead  and  a  prominent 
part  in  the  convention.  That  great  lawyer,  William 
M.  Meredith,  of  Philadelphia,  was  unanimously 
elected  president  of  the  convention.  He  was 
authorized  to  appoint  all  the  committees  of  the 
body.  He  appointed  General  White  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  legislation  and  gave  him  the 
power  to  select  his  associates  on  the  committee. 
This,  indeed,  was  a  most  important  committee  of 
the  convention,  as  it  was  intended  to  pass  on 
measures  that  affected  the  powers  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature.  It  was  the  legislative  abuses  which  had 
created  a  necessity  for  and  made  the  people  de¬ 
mand  some  constitutional  limitations  on  the  legis¬ 
lative  power. 

Article  III  of  the  constitution  is  on  legislative 
powers,  and  contained,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
the  most  radical  limitations  on  legislative  power  of 
any  constitution  of  any  State.  Its  purpose  was  to 
prevent  mere  class,  special  and  local  legislation,  and 
to  prevent  unnecessary  haste  in  proceedings  and 
extravagance  in  expenditure  and  appropriations. 
While  some  of  its  remedial  provisions  have  been 
thwarted  by  judicial  misconception,  yet  it  is  con¬ 
ceived  that  this  third  article  of  the  constitution 
had  practically  reformed  some  former  legislative 
abuses.  To  refer  in  detail  to  its  many  sections 
would  make  a  commentary  too  extended  for  the 
purpose  of  this  publication. 

The  sessions  of  the  convention,  beginning  in 
November,  1872,  continued  with  some  recesses  un¬ 
til  December,  1873.  During  the  winter  of  1873, 
General  Harry  White  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  and  chairman  there  of 
some  of  its  most  important  committees.  It  was,  in¬ 
deed,  most  exhaustive  labor  to  attend  the  sittings 
of  both  the  constitutional  convention  and  the  Sen¬ 
ate  of  Pennsylvania,  but  by  unceasing  exertions  he 
attended  the  important  business  sessions  of  both 
bodies.  While  his  salary  as  a  Senator  was  $1,000, 
his  salary  as  a  member  of  the  constitutional  con¬ 
vention  was  $2,500.  This  latter  salary  he  never 
lifted,  but  turned  it  into  the  State  Treasury,  where 
it  remained. 

The  Constitution  having  been  adopted  at  a  pop¬ 
ular  election  December  16,  1873,  went  into  effect 
January  1,  1874.  Upon  the  Legislature  of  1874 
fell  the  duty  of  enacting  many  general  laws  to  put 
the  provisions  of  the  new  constitution  into  practical 
effect.  General  White,  still  being  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  prepared  and  had  passed  during  the  session 


of  1874,  many  of  the  measures  required  to  be 
enacted  to  put  the  constitution  into  practical  effect. 

In  1876  General  White  was  elected  to  Congress 
from  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Arm¬ 
strong,  Clarion,  Forest,  Indiana,  and  Jefferson, 
that  being  the  year  of  the  close  election  between 
Hayes  and  Tilden  for  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States.  General  White  was  appointed  as  one  of  the 
so-called  visiting  statesmen  to  Louisiana  to  dis¬ 
cover  which  of  the  two  candidates  was  rightfully 
entitled  to  the  electoral  vote  of  that  State;  and  he 
always  insisted  that,  while  on  the  face  of  the  re¬ 
turns,  as  originally  published,  Tilden  apparently 
had  a  majority,  after  investigation  and  elimination 
of  the  electoral  frauds  and  fraudulent  returns  in 
New  Orleans  and  different  parishes,  Hayes  ulti¬ 
mately  received  the  electoral  vote  of  Louisiana. 
General  White  made  various  speeches,  which  have 
been  published,  vindicating  the  electoral  commis¬ 
sion  of  1877  in  giving  Hayes  the  vote  of  Louisiana. 

Entering  the  Forty-fifth  Congress,  which  began 
with  the  extra  session  called  for  October,  1877,  as 
a  Republican,  his  party  was  largely  in  the  minority, 
yet  having  had  large  legislative  experience,  he  at 
once  took  an  active  and  effective  part  in  that  some¬ 
what  important  and  eventful  Congress.  Having 
been  educated  in  the  Henry  Clay  school  of  politics, 
which  taught  that  liberal  construction  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States  that  authorized  the 
aid  of  the  general  government  in  “internal  public 
improvements,”  he  early  sought  the  improvement, 
with  the  view  of  making  them  navigable,  of  the 
various  important  rivers  of  his  district.  Follow¬ 
ing  this  policy,  he  secured,  in  1877,  the  first  Con¬ 
gressional  appropriation  that  was  ever  made  for 
the  improvement  of  the  upper  Allegheny  River. 
That  important  river,  he  argued,  if  completely 
slackwatered  to  be  navigable  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year,  would  be  a  large  tributary  to  the  commerce 
of  Western  Pennsylvania. 

Having  been  a  soldier,  General  White  was  ap¬ 
pointed  in  his  first  Congress  as  one  of  the  seven 
that  made  what  was  called  “The  Burnside  Military 
Commission,”  which  sought  to  reorganize  the  army. 
Although  the  House  had  a  majority  averse  to  his 
party,  yet  he  advocated  and  had  passed  through 
Congress  a  report  of  that  commission,  which  was, 
practically,  the  basis  of  the  organization  of  the 
present  army  of  the  United  States.  General  White 
also  framed  and  supported,  with  an  address,  an 
amendment  to  the  United  States  Constitution  to 
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make  United  States  Senators  elective  by  the  people. 
This  proposition,  however,  slept  a  death  sleep  in 
the  judiciary  committee.  Many  of  his  friends  in 
Congress  sneered  at  his  efforts  in  this  direction. 
But  after  many  years  this  change  in  the  manner 
of  selection  of  members  of  the  United  States 
Senate  was  made.  As  a  member  of  the  Senate  of 
Pennsylvania  he  had  participated  in  six  elections 
of  United  States  Senators  and,  educated  by  obser¬ 
vation  and  experience  by  such  elections,  he  believed 
the  time  had  come  to  allow  the  people  of  the  States 
to  elect  Senators  by  popular  vote,  as  they  did 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  While 
ever  a  loyal  Republican,  he  was  always  of  the 
progressive  kind  before  that  term  had  become  the 
designation  of  an  organization  in  opposition  to  the 
old-time  Republican  party. 

While  he  was  a  member  of  Congress,  that  seri¬ 
ous  industrial  disturbance  in  the  fall  of  1877, 
known  as  the  “Pittsburgh  Riots”  took  place.  Gen¬ 
eral  White  was  then,  by  commission  of  Governor 
Hartranft,  made  major  general  of  the  Ninth  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania.  As 
the  guard  was  then  organized,  the  divisions  really 
were  small  brigades.  That,  indeed,  was  a  crucial 
time  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  threatening  a  large 
and  serious  conflict  between  industrial  forces. 
When  the  riots  came,  General  White  was  promptly 
on  the  scene  with  his  division,  with  headquarters 
at  Torrens  Station,  near  Pittsburgh,  and  did  much 
to  restore  normal  conditions.  His  division  started 
the  first  train  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  after 
the  hostile  interruption  of  regular  trains  that  had 
lasted  for  about  ten  days. 

The  Forty-sixth  Congress,  to  which  General 
White  was  elected  in  the  fall  of  1878,  was  a  most 
important  one,  as  its  discussions,  reviving  old- 
time  war  questions,  solidified  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  1880  carried  General  Garfield  to  the  White 
House.  Against  his  wishes,  General  White  that 
year  was  again  nominated  for  Congress.  The 
“greenback  craze,”  and  the  cry  of  “greenbacks  for 
bonds,”  was  rampant  in  the  district,  and  a  fusion 
with  the  Democrats  retired  him  from  Congress, 
although  in  that  election  he  polled  more  votes  than 
General  Garfield  did  for  President. 

In  1884,  although  urged  to  return  to  Congress, 
when  he  surely  would  have  been  elected,  he  yielded 
to  the  request  of  many  friends  and  was  elected 
president  judge  of  his  judicial  district;  and  he  was 
reelected  in  1894.  This  latter  judicial  campaign 


was  a  most  eventful  one.  After  his  first  election 
to  the  bench,  in  1884,  the  liquor-license  question, 
over  which  the  court  had  jurisdiction,  was  a  most 
absorbing  one.  While  in  the  Senate,  in  1867,  he 
had  written  the  law  under  which  license  applica¬ 
tions  were  heard  and  decided.  When  he  came 
upon  the  bench,  and  in  his  decisions  as  a  judge,  he 
sought  to  be  consistent  with  his  utterances  as  a 
Senator.  Hence  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  decide  every 
application  on  the  petitions  for  and  against  the 
necessity  for  each  particular  license  applied  for. 
The  large  preponderance  of  the  petitions  in  each 
case  being  against  the  necessity  for  the  license,  he 
refused  them  all,  thus  following  the  provisions  of 
the  law  he  had  written  while  a  Senator.  Indiana 
County  was  thus  left  without  a  hotel  licensed  to 
sell  liquor  for  ten  years. 

No  further  applications  for  those  ten  years  were 
ever  made  after  the  first  refusals.  This  situation 
organized  the  liquor  interests  against  Judge  White’s 
reelection  in  1894,  and  he  was  elected  by  less  than 
one  hundred  majority.  This  election,  however, 
was  contested  under  a  law  by  a  coincidence  that  he 
had  written  himself  while  in  the  Senate  in  1874. 
This  created  a  court  to  be  composed  of  three 
judges  of  nearest  adjoining  districts.  In  this  case 
two  of  these  judges  were  Democrats  and  one  a 
Republican,  yet  his  election  was  confirmed  and  his 
majority  considerably  increased.  During  this  sec¬ 
ond  term  on  the  bench,  however,  licenses  were 
granted  in  various  parts  of  this  district,  as  the 
sentiment  on  the  question  had  materially  changed, 
owing  to  the  large  increase  of  population  because 
of  the  active  coal  mining  interests. 

While,  indeed,  Indiana  County  was  Judge 
White’s  judicial  district,  yet  from  time  to  time  he 
presided  in  courts  of  sixteen  judicial  districts  of 
the  State.  As  a  judge  he  gave  most  careful  and 
painstaking  attention  to  the  trial  of  all  cases,  and 
he  was  seldom  reversed  by  the  appellate  courts. 
His  opinions  were  generally  elaborate,  and  written 
or  expressed  in  pure,  good  English.  After  he  left 
the  bench,  in  1905,  he  was  active  at  the  bar  with 
all  the  practice  he  desired. 

Born  on  the  property  he  long  owned  in  Indiana, 
much  of  his  life  was  spent  there,  and  he  did  much 
for  his  native  county.  That  prosperous  educa¬ 
tional  institution,  the  State  Normal  School  at  Indi¬ 
ana  owed  its  creation  to  him,  for  while  a  Senator 
he  wrote  and  had  passed  into  law  its  charter,  se¬ 
curing  for  it  also  a  State  appropriation  of  $20,000 
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to  start  on,  and  he  was  long  the  largest  stockholder 
in  the  school.  While  General  White  lived  in  the 
township  of  White,  which  bore  the  family  name, 
being  called  for  his  honored  father,  yet  his  office, 
his  library  and  other  interests  were  largely  in  the 
town  of  Indiana,  where  he  was  born. 

In  i860,  then  an  ardent  young  man,  he  married 
Anna  Lena  Sutton.  She  came  of  a  family  largely 
associated  with  the  history  of  Indiana  County.  No 
woman  could  have  been  better  suited  to  be  the 
wife  of  this  ambitious,  energetic  man.  Anna  Lena 
(Sutton)  White  was  in  all  things  the  type  of  high¬ 
est,  purest  womanhood.  Possessed  of  a  mind  of 
high  order,  with  it  she  had  largeness  of  soul,  a 
fine  tact,  a  most  gentle,  gracious  manner.  In  short 
she  was  a  lovely  person.  It  may  most  truly  be 
said  of  this  wonderful  woman  :  “Her  children  rise 
up  and  call  her  blessed;  her  husband  also;  and  he 
praiseth  her.” 

Of  this  marriage  four  children  were  born :  two 
daughters  and  two  sons.  The  eldest  daughter, 
Virginia,  was  married  to  John  N.  Speel,  pay  direc¬ 
tor,  United  States  Navy;  Thomas  White,  civil 
engineer;  Harry  White,  banker;  and  Helen,  the 
youngest,  the  wife  of  Charles  Edmund  Beeson,  of 
Pittsburgh.  General  White’s  family  circle  was  un¬ 
broken  until  February  27,  1912,  when  death  claimed 
his  beloved  wife. 

Though  General  White  had  a  long  life,  with  a 
long  list  of  achievements,  he  was  occupied  with 
various  activities  long  after  the  usual  period  of 
cessation.  He  was  engaged  in  banking,  being  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Indiana  County  Deposit  Bank ;  and  he 
was  the  largest  individual  landowner  in  the  county. 
Neither  heat  nor  cold  nor  storm  deterred  him  in 
the  pursuit  of  his  business,  or  caused  him  to  vio¬ 
late  an  engagement.  In  advanced  years  his  unerr¬ 
ing  memory  was  as  wonderful  as  ever,  and  he  re¬ 
tained  his  physical  and  mental  strength  without 
perceptible  waning.  A  fine  horseman,  he  had  a 
soldierly  bearing  in  the  saddle,  and  mounted  and 
dismounted  with  the  ease  and  dexterity  of  long 
practice,  for  he  always  loved  this  recreation.  He 
preferred  to  work  rather  than  to  rust  out.  As  he 
went  on  his  daily  activities  one  might  have  heard 
the  echo  of  Tennyson’s: 

“How  dull  it  is  to  pause,  to  make  an  end, 

To  rust  unbumished,  not  to  shine  in  use, 

As  tho’  to  breathe  were  life.” 


SAMUEL  THOMAS  GRAHAM— Through 
his  personal  exertions  and  his  thorough-going  ca¬ 


pabilities  along  those  lines  to  which  he  had  devoted 
the  best  of  his  career,  Samuel  Thomas  Graham 
secured  that  place  in  the  business  life  of  Frank¬ 
lin  that  brought  him  to  the  front  in  the  interests 
of  decorative  art  in  this  State,  a  position  of  merit 
in  both  art  and  industry  that  had  its  rewards,  both 
of  the  esteem  and  regard  of  the  general  public, 
and  that  pleasing  degree  of  prosperity  that  accom¬ 
panies  a  clearly-directed  purpose. 

Samuel  Thomas  Graham,  son  of  John  H.  Gra¬ 
ham,  a  farmer,  and  Margaret  (Cunningham)  Gra¬ 
ham,  was  born  February  28,  1850,  at  Lewistown, 
and  he  attended  the  Mercer  County  schools.  He 
then  entered  upon  his  business  career,  beginning 
work  as  a  painter,  and  shortly  afterward  entered 
the  contracting  field.  He  was  the  head  of  the 
Graham  Art  and  Decorating  Company  on  Thir¬ 
teenth  Street,  which  he  conducted  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  1919.  Mr.  Graham  was  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  with  his  vote  and  his  influence  sup¬ 
ported  the  principles  of  that  party.  His  fra¬ 
ternal  affiliations  were  those  of  Myrtle  Lodge,  No. 
316,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  No.  21 1,  and  Franklin  Commandery,  No. 
44,  Knights  Templar;  Woodmen  of  the  World  and 
the  Protected  Home  Circle.  Mr.  Graham  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  for  thirty- 
five  years,  and  was  a  deacon  of  that  church  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Samuel  Thomas  Graham  married,  October  19, 
1871,  at  Rochester,  Caroline  Nelson,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Nelson,  who  was  born  October  1,  1815,  in 
Huntingdon  County,  and  Mary  (Webb)  Nelson. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  were  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  Minnie  Caroline  Graham,  married, 
August  7,  1906,  Sydney  A.  Riddle.  2.  Fred  Nelson 
Graham,  both  children  residing  in  Rocky  Grove. 
There  are  nine  grandchildren,  one  of  whom,  Ruth 
C.  Graham,  had  always  lived  with  her  grandpar¬ 
ents.  Mrs.  Graham  died  ten  weeks  previous  to 
her  husband’s  death,  which  occurred  May  11,  1925. 


SYDNEY  A.  RIDDLE— Long  identified  with 
the  Franklin  Valveless  Engine  Company  in  the 
clerical  department  of  that  concern,  Mr.  Riddle 
has  shared  conspicuously  in  the  business  life  of 
a  community  that  is  remarkable  for  its  enterprise 
and  signs  of  progress.  With  a  deep  interest  in 
all  that  makes  for  the  permanency  of  the  city’s 
institutions  and  in  the  steady  advancement  of  its 
business,  civic  and  social  matters,  Mr.  Riddle  co- 
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operates  in  all  matters  for  the  common  welfare. 
A  descendant  of  early  settlers  in  this  section  of 
the  State,  Mr.  Riddle  is  a  son  of  Charles  Milton 
Riddle,  a  carpenter,  and  Emma  Florence  (Cross) 
Riddle,  daughter  of  Judge  Robert  and  Hannah 
(McKissick)  Cross. 

Sydney  A.  Riddle  was  born  April  20,  1880, 
in  Clintonville,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools, 
and  then  began  his  business  career.  Since  1905, 
Mr.  Riddle  has  been  associated  with  the  Frank¬ 
lin  Valveless  Engine  Company,  in  the  capacity 
of  clerk.  Mr.  Riddle  is  a  Republican  in  his  polit¬ 
ical  convictions,  and  while  sharing  in  the  civic 
progress,  he  has  not  sought  public  office.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accept¬ 
ed  Masons,  in  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite, 
thirty-second  degree;  and  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows ;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Club.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Sydney  A.  Riddle  married,  August  7,  1906,  in 
Franklin,  Minnie  Caroline  Graham,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Thomas  and  Caroline  (Nelson)  Graham, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  Charles 
Graham,  Florence  Caroline,  and  Rebecca  Ruth 
Riddle. 


MAJOR-GENERAL  GEORGE  C.  RICK¬ 
ARDS — No  true  American  can  fail  to  be  inter¬ 
ested  in  his  own  great  generals  of  the  World  War 
who,  by  their  personal  honors  and  open  candor  as 
the  best  rules  for  military  conduct,  did  so  much  to 
advance  the  true  spirit  of  democracy;  but  Penn¬ 
sylvania  is  especially  pleased  to  count  among  those 
whom  she  delights  to  honor,  the  name  of  one  of 
her  sons,  Major  General  George  C.  Rickards  of 
Oil  City,  a  native  of  Philadelphia.  Always  four¬ 
square,  General  Rickards  never  made  a  deal  to 
secure  office,  nor  found  it  necessary  to  sacrifice 
his  individual  sense  of  right  to  the  pressure  of  pub¬ 
lic  opinion;  and,  after  an  honorable  service  for  his 
country,  he  has  been  able  to  retire  amid  the  high 
esteem  of  the  nation  and  the  deep  joy  of  peace  at 
home. 

Doubtless  much  of  the  success  of  General  Rick¬ 
ard’s  life  and  his  honorable  military  record  have 
been  due  to  his  training  and  inheritance,  being  a 
son  of  the  late  Colonel  William  Rickards  of  Frank¬ 
lin,  Pennsylvania,  who  served  with  distinction 
throughout  the  Civil  War  as  commander  of  the 
29th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Colonel 


Rickards  was  a  gallant  defender  of  the  Union  and, 
during  the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Mountain  was  so 
severely  wounded  by  a  bullet  penetrating  his  body 
between  the  heart  and  lungs,  that  he  was  left  on 
the  field  to  die.  The  next  day,  however,  when 
General  Geary  was  riding  over  the  field,  he  found 
Colonel  Rickards  still  alive  and  ordered  him  taken 
care  of  at  the  hospital  on  the  grounds.  Two  days 
later,  courage  and  hope  having  revived,  Colonel 
Rickards  determined,  if  possible,  to  reach  home  in 
Philadelphia.  Through  great  difficulty  he  got  as 
far  as  Cincinnati  where,  on  November  2,  1864,  he 
was  honorably  discharged.  Traveling  in  box  cars, 
freight  cars,  and  cattle  cars,  he  finally  reached  his 
Pennsylvania  home,  more  dead  than  alive. 

On  November  16,  1848,  Colonel  Rickards  was 
married  to  Eliza  Agnes  Tucker,  a  woman  of  re¬ 
markable  ability,  who  was  born  at  West  River, 
Maryland,  April  8,  1830,  and  died  at  Franklin, 
June  10,  1923.  Mrs.  Rickards  was  a  lineal  de¬ 
scendant  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  the  father  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  a  member  of 
Washington’s  cabinet,  she  having  been  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Hamilton)  Tucker,  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  where  she  spent  her  girlhood,  having  as  her 
playmates,  her  cousins,  the  Lees,  one  of  whom  was 
the  distinguished  leader  of  the  Confederate  forces 
during  the  Civil  War,  Robert  E.  Lee.  Mrs.  Rick¬ 
ards  was  also  a  descendant  of  General  Philip 
Schuyler  of  Revolutionary  fame,  and  it  seems  but 
little  wonder  that  her  family,  in  turn,  should  have 
inherited  many  of  the  splendid  qualities  which 
caused  her  forefathers  to  reach  the  eminence  at¬ 
tained  by  them,  and  that  they  should  have  added 
such  distinction  in  the  military  record  of  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years’  standing.  Having 
been  of  Southern  birth  and  sympathies,  Mrs.  Rick¬ 
ards  was  deeply  affected  when  her  husband  joined 
the  Union  army.  It  was  no  easy  task  for  her  to 
make  the  decision  that  forthwith  her  sympathies 
must  be  with  the  Union  forces,  but  “once  they  were 
cast  in  that  direction,  no  one  could  have  been  more 
loyal  to  the  National  government  than  she.”  Twice 
she  visited  President  Lincoln  in  the  White  House, 
the  first  time  being  late  in  1864  and  the  other  time 
early  in  1865.  Upon  her  second  visit  Lincoln  re¬ 
membered  her  distinctly,  referring  to  the  bravery 
of  her  husband  whose  military  record  was  one  of 
the  brilliant  instances  of  bravery  in  the  great 
conflict. 

At  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  Colonel  and  Mrs. 
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Rickards,  with  their  family,  came  to  Snodgrass 
Township,  Venango  County,  where  Colonel  Rick¬ 
ards  was  employed  as  superintendent  for  the  Mc¬ 
Mullen  Oil  Company.  The  family  had  been  used 
to  a  fine  house  and  found  it  somewhat  difficult  for 
a  short  time  to  get  accustomed  to  “a  log  cabin,” 
but  Mrs.  Rickards,  taking  an  optimistic  view  of 
life,  adapted  herself  to  circumstances  and  made  a 
cheery  home  for  the  other  members  of  the  house¬ 
hold.  Later  they  removed  to  Franklin  where  both 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Rickards  took  a  prominent  part 
in  all  activities  pertaining  to  the  development  of 
American  citizenship.  They  were  also  valued 
member  of  the  St.  John’s  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  for  many  years. 

To  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Rickards  were  born  six 
sons:  William  T.,  of  Chicago;  Major-General 
George  C.  Rickards  of  Oil  City,  and  Dr.  Louis  S. 
Rickards  of  Franklin,  still  living;  and  Charles 
T.,  Harry  B.,  and  Irwin  N.,  deceased. 

Major  General  Rickards  spent  his  youth  and 
young  manhood  in  Franklin  where  he  received  a 
fine  preparation  for  his  life  work  in  the  high 
school,  and  where  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Com¬ 
pany  F,  17th  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  June  9,  1877. 
On  November  22,  1878,  the  17th  Infantry  was 
changed  to  the  16th  Infantry,  which  was  later  to 
become  the  famous  16th.  On  February  2,  1880,  he 
was  promoted  to  Corporal,  and  again  on  August 
1,  1881,  he  received  the  commission  of  First  Ser¬ 
geant;  on  October  1,  of  the  same  year,  second  lieu¬ 
tenant;  July  21,  1883,  captain;  August  11,  1891, 
major;  November  29,  1892,  lieutenant-colonel.  On 
April  27,  1898,  he  entered  the  Spanish-American 
War  as  colonel  of  the  16th  Infantry,  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry,  which  rendered  distinguished 
service;  and  was  mustered  out,  December  28,  1898. 
On  the  same  day  he  reentered  the  Pennsylvania 
National  Guards  as  lieutenant-colonel.  September 
9,  1907,  he  again  received  the  commission  of  colo¬ 
nel.  June  22,  1916,  he  reported  for  service  on  the 
Mexican  Border,  and  eleven  days  later  was  mus¬ 
tered  into  service  for  the  Mexican  Border  Duty 
where  he  served  until  January  17,  1917,  when  he 
was  mustered  out.  On  the  20th  of  the  following 
July,  he  was  again  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  in  the  World  War.  On  October 
17 ,  1917,  the  16th  Pennsylvania  Infantry  was 
changed  to  the  112th,  which  he  served  faithfully 
and  with  distinction  as  colonel,  until  he  was  mus¬ 
tered  out  of  service  May  2*,  1919.  From  Septem¬ 


ber  2,  1918,  until  sent  to  the  hospital,  September  29, 
he  commanded  the  56th  Brigade,  28th  Division, 
American  Expeditionary  Forces.  Upon  his  dis¬ 
charge  from  the  hospital,  October  9,  he  resumed 
command  of  the  112th  Infantry.  With  the  28th 
Division  he  participated  with  his  division  in 
the  following  engagements :  Chateau-Thierry, 
Champagne-Marne,  Aisne-Marne,  Fismes,  Oise- 
Aisne,  Meuse-Argonne,  Thiacourt.  On  June  19, 

1919,  Colonel  Rickards  was  appointed  Brigadier- 
General,  Pennsylvania  National  Guards;  July  21, 

1920,  was  called  to  duty  with  the  General  Staff, 
United  States  Army;  July  r,  1921,  was  appointed 
and  took  oath  of  office  as  Chief  of  the  Militia 
Bureau,  where  he  served  with  credit  until  he  was 
retired,  June  28,  1925,  by  expiration  of  term  of 
years.  In  all,  Major  General  Rickards  served  forty 
years  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  eight  years, 
twenty-eight  days  in  the  Federal  service,  winning 
the  honor  and  respect  of  a  nation. 

General  Rickards  married,  April  6,  1882,  Amelia 
Ellen  Edinger,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary 
(Smoyer)  Edinger,  of  Oil  City,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children :  1.  Mary  Eliza,  born 

April  6,  1884,  married  Charles  Harry  Moore,  of 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Agnes  Frances,  bom 
March  2,  1890,  married  (first),  June  21,  1911, 
Clarence  Wells  Leach,  born  Eton,  New  York,  1886, 
and  died  April  9,  1918;  and  (second),  November 
29,  1920,  Harris  Lewis  Howe,  of  Franklin,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  born  in  1880,  at  present  clerk  in  the  super¬ 
visor’s  office,  Buffalo,  New  York.  Mrs.  Howe  by 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  Leach  had  one  son,  Robert 
Rickards  Leach,  born  at  Gallitzin,  Pennsylvania, 
March  27,  1917,  and  Mr.  Howe  by  his  first  mar¬ 
riage  to  Florence  Haslett,  had  one  son,  Harry 
Haslett  Howe.  General  and  Mrs.  Rickards  have 
two  other  grandchildren,  sons  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Harry  Moore,  of  Harrisburg:  George 
Rickards  Moore,  born  at  Erie,  February  23,  1908, 
and  Charles  Francis  Moore,  born  at  Oil  City, 
August  1,  1912. 

Fraternally,  General  Rickards  is  a  thirty-third 
degree  Free  and  Accepted  Mason,  having  taken  the 
degree  at  Boston,  in  the  place  of  President  Warren 
G.  Harding,  who  had  died.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Wanango,  Venango,  Rotary,  Ivy,  and  Ki- 
wanis  clubs  of  Oil  City,  and  of  the  Congressional 
Country  Club  of  Washington,  D.  C.  The  family 
are  members  of  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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R.  GLENN  CHAPEL,  associated  with  E.  D. 
Wetmore  of  Warren,  the  county  seat  of  Warren 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  with  numerous  other 
business  interests  of  this  region,  is  one  of  the 
leading  figures  in  the  business  and  social  life  of 
Warren.  He  is  a  son  of  George  Chapel,  Jr.,  born 
in  Warren,  died  in  1884,  and  Delila  (Vance) 
Chapel,  born  in  Ludlow,  McKean  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  died  in  1913.  The  elder  Mr.  Chapel  was 
active  for  many  years  as  a  civil  engineer. 

R.  Glenn  Chapel  was  bom  in  Pittsfield,  Warren 
County,  February  24,  1872,  and  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  elementary  and  high  schools  of  Warren. 
On  leaving  school  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
L.  D.  Wetmore  Company  as  bookkeeper  and  re¬ 
mained  in  this  position  for  eight  years.  He  then 
became  associated  with  E.  D.  Wetmore  with  whom 
he  has  continued  ever  since.  Mr.  Chapel  has  many 
other  important  business  interests ;  he  is  president 
of  the  Warren  Tribune  Company,  treasurer  of  the 
Wallowa  Lumber  Company,  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Tionesta  Timber  Company,  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Kinzua  Lumber  Company, 
of  the  Chautauqua  Lumber  Company,  and  of  the 
Redondo  Development  Company.  In  spite  of  his 
numerous  business  responsibilities,  Mr.  Chapel 
finds  time  to  devote  much  attention  to  civic  pro¬ 
jects  and  is  quick  and  wholehearted  in  giving  his 
support  to  community  enterprise,  an  attitude  which 
found  expression  in  continuous  service  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Warren  School  Board  from  1913  to  1925. 

To  an  even  greater  extent  has  he  given  proof 
of  his  sincere  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  com¬ 
munity  in  connection  with  his  service  as  one  of 
the  founders  and  as  president  of  the  Warren 
Tribune  Company.  This  company  publishes  the 
Warren  “Tribune,”  a  daily  evening  paper,  founded 
in  1923  as  a  result  of  a  determination  on  the  part 
of  merchants,  business  men  and  political  leaders 
of  the  community  to  gain  relief  from  conditions 
that  had  arisen  through  consolidation  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  “Mirror”  with  the  Democratic  “Times” 
under  the  sole  ownership  of  the  Times  Publishing 
Company. 

In  the  summer  of  1923  the  move  for  a  Republi¬ 
can  paper  in  the  borough,  entirely  free  from  Demo¬ 
cratic  ownership  or  control,  began  to  take  definite 
form,  and  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  this  matter 
was  Mr.  Chapel.  Subscription  papers  were  circu¬ 
lated  and  freely  signed  and  in  the  early  fall  a  tem¬ 
porary  organization  was  effected.  Some  over¬ 


tures  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  the  “Morning 
Mirror,”  but  the  promoters  of  the  new  enterprise 
discovered  that  this  property  was  held  at  a  pro¬ 
hibitive  price  and  a  new  stock  company  was  formed 
with  the  following  officers :  R.  G.  Chapel,  presi¬ 
dent  ;  P.  A.  Davidson,  vice-president ;  Dr.  L.  E. 
Chapman,  treasurer;  C.  B.  Hollinger,  secretary; 
E.  D.  Wetmore,  J.  B.  Moore,  R.  W.  Cousins,  F. 
C.  Bogart,  Henry  A.  Bassett,  W.  W.  Beatty,  R. 
G.  Chapel,  P.  A.  Davidson,  and  L.  E.  Chapman, 
directors.  C.  B.  Hollinger  was  appointed  business 
manager  and  Hugh  F.  Eames,  of  Corning,  New 
York,  was  secured  as  editor,  with  Ed.  C.  Lowrey, 
of  Warren,  as  city  editor.  With  this  organization 
the  Warren  “Tribune”  made  its  first  appearance 
December  10,  1923,  being  published  in  a  modern 
and  completely  equipped  plant  at  412  Pennsylvania 
Avenue  West.  It  started  out  with  a  circulation  of 
2700  paid  subscribers  and  with  twenty- four  pages 
crammed  with  advertisements  of  local  merchants. 
From  its  first  two  years  of  existence  it  maintained 
a  daily  average  of  twelve  pages,  rarely  reduced  to 
eight,  and  frequently  going  to  sixteen. 

The  Warren  “Tribune”  has  never  wavered  from 
its  purpose  as  pledged  in  the  editorial  of  its  first 
issue  when  it  was  stated  that,  “Created  by  Warren 
County  people,  who  have  felt  the  need  of  an  up- 
to-the-minute  evening  newspaper,  devoted  to  the 
general  advancement  of  Warren  County  and  its 
people,  the  Warren  ‘Tribune’  makes  its  bow  this 
evening  in  these  printed  pages.” 

“In  a  declaration  of  its  principles,  policy  and 
purpose  the  Waren  ‘Tribune’  takes  its  stand  as 
being  devotedly  pledged  to  the  service  of  the  people 
of  Warren  County.  It  has  no  ulterior  motives,  no 
axe  to  grind  and  no  political  ambition  to  satisfy. 
It  is  not  striving  to  promote  the  interest  of  any 
individual  or  any  group  of  individuals,  clique,  or 
faction,  large  or  small.  Its  attitude  is  that  it  is  a 
public  institution  and  not  the  personal  property  of 
its  publishers.  It  is  your  newspaper  and  will  gladly 
print  your  views  on  any  public  question.” 

Under  the  able,  consistent,  and  aggressive  man¬ 
agement  of  Mr.  Chapel,  loyally  and  effectively  sup¬ 
ported  by  his  associates,  the  “Tribune”  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  giving  Warren  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  having  the  best  daily  papers  of  any  town 
of  its  size  in  the  State.  Some  of  the  innovations 
introduced  by  the  “Tribune”  including  more  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  Saturday  church  page,  greater  interest 
in  the  rural  communities,  stronger  support  for  the 
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Scout  movement,  and  a  more  determined  editorial 
policy,  proved  so  popular  with  its  readers  that  they 
were  promptly  adopted  by  the  other  papers  and  in 
this  manner  the  “Tribune”  became  instrumental  in 
putting  all  of  the  papers,  including  its  competitors, 
on  a  much  higher  plane  of  service  to  their  readers. 

With  the  continued  support  of  the  business 
men  of  Warren  and  under  the  continued  guidance 
of  Mr.  Chapel  the  “Tribune”  undoubtedly  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  survive  and  prosper  and  will  be  able  to 
stand  in  the  future  as  it  has  stood  from  its  very 
inception  “for  the  cause  that  merits  assistance, 
against  the  wrong  that  needs  resistance,  for  the 
future  in  the  distance,  for  the  good  that  it  can  do.” 

Mr.  Chapel  is  a  member  of  the  Warren  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Rotary  Club  and  the  Conewango 
Club,  of  which  latter  he  is  past  president,  and  he 
belongs  also  to  the  Deer  Horn  Fishing  Club.  His 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  and  more  particularly  with  the  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Warren.  His  principal 
sources  of  recreation  are  golf,  tennis  and  billiards. 

Mr.  Chapel  married  Alda  Nathan,  a  native  of 
Kansas. 


ORION  SIGGINS — Perhaps  no  name  in  the 
region  of  the  Upper  Allegheny  was  more  widely  or 
more  favorably  known  in  business  circles  for  a 
long  period  of  years  than  that  of  Orion  Siggins, 
born  in  West  Hickory,  June  3,  1848,  and  died 
October  29,  1920,  only  son  of  the  late  George  Simp¬ 
son  and  Rachel  (Dawson)  Siggins.  Mr.  Siggins 
was  fortunate  in  his  inheritance,  his  parents  being 
worthy  representatives  of  influential  families  that 
early  found  their  way  to  that  part  of  Venango 
County  which  was  afterwards  known  as  Forest 
County,  among  whose  descendants  have  ever  been 
found  men  and  women  of  influence. 

The  progenitor  of  the  Siggins  family  who  found 
his  way  to  Pennsylvania  was  John  Siggins,  son 
of  William  and  Mary  (Taylor)  Siggins,  of  Drum, 
Cliff,  County  Sligo,  Ireland,  who  died  in  Center 
County,  in  1801,  having  come  to  America  in  1793. 
His  wife,  who  was  Sarah  Hood,  born  in  Ireland  in 
1750,  was  a  most  devout  Christian,  having  been 
converted  in  her  native  land  under  the  ministry 
of  John  Wesley  and  through  whose  solicitude  a 
number  of  her  children  also  embraced  the  same 
religious  faith.  That  accounts  for  the  family’s 
becoming  warm  supporters  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  in  America,  although  they  sprang 


from  adherents  of  the  Calvinistic  faith  through  the 
French  Huguenots,  who  found  a  refuge  from  re¬ 
ligious  persecution  among  the  Presbyterians  of 
Scotland  and  who  thence  migrated  to  Ireland. 
George,  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Hood) 
Siggins,  was  born  at  Drum  Cliff  in  1778,  and 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Center  County,  where 
in  1801  he  was  married  to  Jean  Young,  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  William  and  Jean  (Simpson)  Young. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  Jean  Simpson  was  the 
great-great-grandfather  alike  of  General  Ulysses 
Simpson  Grant,  Jefferson  Davis,  and  her  son, 
George  Simpson  Siggins,  father  of  the  subject  of 
our  sketch.  In  1802  George  Siggins  located  in  the 
unbroken  forests  of  Venango  County  where,  before 
many  years,  he  made  the  wilderness  blossom  as  the 
rose.  Through  his  industry  and  energy  a  sawmill 
was  erected,  lumber  was  manufactured  and  rafted 
to  the  lower  markets,  a  meeting-house  was  built 
and  also  a  schoolhouse,  besides  debating  clubs  be¬ 
ing  organized  for  the  improvement  of  the  young 
people.  Being  a  devout  Methodist,  he  attended 
quarterly  meetings  far  and  near,  walking  largely 
through  a  trail  as  many  as  eighty  miles.  During 
the  War  of  1812  he  enlisted  for  the  defense  of 
Fort  Erie,  as  did  also  his  brother  William.  Of 
the  nine  children  born  to  George  and  Jean  (Simp¬ 
son)  Siggins,  George  Simpson,  born  about  1809, 
died  August  20,  1875,  was  the  fifth.  About  1840  he 
was  married  to  Rachel  Dawson,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Dawson,  a  farmer  of  comparative  wealth 
and  prominent  in  local  affairs,  particularly  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  interests  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  The  wife  of 
Thomas  Dawson  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Con- 
nely,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1747,  a  resident 
of  Philadelphia  during  the  Revolutionary  War, 
where  he  kept  the  Black  Horse  Tavern,  a  well 
known  hostelry  at  which  George  Washington  was 
often  a  welcome  guest,  and  a  man  of  extensive 
reading,  having  at  one  time  been  a  teacher  of 
Greek  and  Latin. 

Like  his  father,  George  Simpson  Siggins  was 
the  father  of  nine  children.  Harriet,  the  eldest, 
wife  of  Colonel  Howe,  is  a  woman  of  note,  and 
the  author  of  a  book  of  poems.  Their  only  son 
was  Orion,  who  was  carefully  reared  and  fitted  to 
take  charge  of  the  wide  range  of  interests  which 
fell  to  him  upon  the  death  of  his  father.  Mr. 
Siggins  proved  himself  a  man  of  business  ability 
both  as  a  lumberman  and  an  oil  producer,  thereby 
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accumulating  an  amount  sufficiently  large  to  rank 
him  among  the  financiers  of  the  county  (Forest). 

On  November  26,  1884,  Mr.  Siggins  was  married 
to  Mary  Alice  Hall,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Rachel  Eberhart  (McGrew)  Hall,  of  distinguished 
Quaker  lineage,  although  for  some  time  numbered 
among  the  leaders  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Steubenville,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Siggins,  who 
is  a  woman  of  culture,  at  once  became  a  leader 
among  the  people  of  the  Allegheny  Valley,  where 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  Siggins  had  brought  her,  and 
for  many  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  Woman’s 
Club  of  Tidioute,  the  Warren  Woman’s  Club,  the 
Belles  Lettres  Club  of  Oil  City,  the  League  of 
Women  Voters,  president  of  the  Forest  County 
Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union,  Past  Re¬ 
gent  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  basing  her  right  to  membership  on  the  serv¬ 
ices  of  Reuben  Hall  who,  with  his  four  brothers, 
was  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Militia  in  the 
Continental  Army.  Her  grandfather,  Clarkson 
Hall,  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812. 

But  one  daughter,  Josephine,  was  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Siggins.  She  was  educated  at  the  Mora¬ 
vian  Seminary,  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania,  finishing 
at  Auburndale  Seminary,  Massachusetts.  She  was 
married,  June  27,  1915,  to  Dr.  Henry  Utter,  of 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  son  of  ex-Governor 
G.  H.  Utter  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  L.  Brown; 
she  died  quite  suddenly,  May  18,  1918. 


GEORGE  B.  MUNN — Among  the  leading 
men  in  the  group  of  attorneys-at-law  in  Warren 
and  Western  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Munn  has  the 
highest  regard  and  esteem  of  his  colleagues  and 
the  public  for  able  services  continuously  rendered 
in  behalf  of  the  best  standards  of  his  profession. 
He  is  a  son  of  David  Munn,  who  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  Paulina 
(Kellogg)  Munn,  a  native  of  Crawford  County, 
Pennsylvania.  David  Munn,  during  the  early  part 
of  his  life  engaged  in  lumbering  and  the  hotel  busi¬ 
ness,  and  he  was  afterwards  a  building  contrac¬ 
tor. 

George  B.  Munn  was  born  June  3,  1862,  in 
Steuben  Township,  Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  attended  public  and  private  schools.  He 
then  read  law  in  the  office  of  Senator  Oran  C. 
Allen,  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1898  was 
admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  of  Warren  County, 
and  has  so  continued  to  the  present,  with  his  offices 


at  No.  305  Second  Avenue.  He  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  in 
1902,  and  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  1906.  He  served  from  1900  to  1904 
as  district  attorney  of  the  county. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Munn  is  affiliated  with  the 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose ;  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Warren  County  Bar  Association.  He  attends 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

George  B.  Munn  married  (first),  in  1882,  Eva 
G.  Beeman,  a  native  of  Crawford  County,  who 
died  in  1919.  He  married  (second),  in  1921,  Helen 
W.  McClymont,  who  was  born  in  Scotland.  The 
children,  all  of  the  first  marriage:  John  W.,  Lea 
E.,  Florence  G.  and  Margaret  D.  Munn ;  all  re¬ 
side  in  the  city  of  Glendale,  California,  except  Lea 
E.,  who  resides  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 


JOHN  W.  ROHRER — Among  the  practicing 
lawyers  at  the  Armstrong  County  bar  is  John  W. 
Rohrerr  of  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania,  born  at  that 
place  March  7,  1887.  He  is  the  son  of  Frederick 
Rohrer,  who  died  in  1897,  and  of  Mary  Agnes 
(Haft)  Rohrer.  Frederick  Rohrer  and  his  father, 
John  W.  Rohrer,  were  newspaper  owners  and 
publishers,  the  latter  having  continued  in  such  busi¬ 
ness  until  1909,  the  year  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Rohrer  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools 
of  Kittanning,  and  was  graduated  from  Washing¬ 
ton  and  Jefferson  College  in  the  class  of  1908,  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  After  a  course  of 
law  study  in  the  office  of  Floy  C.  Jones,  Esq.,  of 
Kittanning,  and  at  the  law  school  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pittsburgh,  he  was  admitted  to  practice 
as  an  attorney  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  1911.  Since  his  admission  to  the  bar  he 
has  practiced  continuously  at  Kittanning,  and  from 
1913  to  1922  was  a  partner  of  C.  L.  Wallace,  Esq., 
now  a  practitioner  in  Pittsburgh. 

Mr.  Rohrer  is  a  Republican  in  politics ;  he  was 
burgess  of  Kittanning  Borough  from  1914  to  1922, 
and  has  been  county  solicitor  for  Armstrong 
County  since  1923.  He  has  been  president  of  the 
Kittanning  Country  Club  and  president  of  the  Kit¬ 
tanning  Rotary  Club,  and  is  a  director  of  The 
Armstrong  County  Trust  Company,  and  a  member 
of  the  vestry  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  of 
Kittanning.  He  is  a  member  of  the  fraternity  of 
Phi  Gamma  Delta  and  of  the  legal  fraternity  of 
Phi  Delta  Phi.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Kittanning 
Lodge,  No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Orient 
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Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  247,  of  Kittanning;  Kit¬ 
tanning  Council,  No.  52,  Royal  and  Select  Masters ; 
Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite;  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  of  Kittanning 
Lodge,  No.  203,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks;  Kittanning  Lodge,  No.  321,  Knights  of 
Pythias ;  and  Armstrong  Commandery,  No.  349, 
Knights  of  Malta,  of  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania 
Mr.  Rohrer  was  married  in  1914  to  Judith  Dull 
Leason,  of  Kittanning,  a  daughter  of  Mirvin  F. 
Leason,  who,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1909, 
had  for  many  years  been  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  able  lawyers  at  the  Armstrong  County  bar, 
and  of  Hannah  (Reynolds)  Leason,  who  died  in 
1901.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rohrer  are  the  parents  of 
Judith  Leason  Rohrer,  bom  May  5,  1916;  and  of 
Jane  Ross  Rohrer,  born  April  30,  1922. 


HORACE  M.  LOWRY— For  almost  half  a 
century  one  newspaper  has  been  published  by  a 
father  and  son,  Horace  M.  Lowry,  the  editor  and 
publisher  of  the  present  day,  was  born  February 
23,  1856,  at  Clarksburg,  Indiana  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  His  father  was  John  Lowry,  of  Indiana, 
born  January  25,  1832,  in  the  village  of  South 
Bend,  and  the  son  of  Joseph  Lowry.  He  read  law 
in  the  office  of  W.  M.  Stewart  and  Silas  M.  Clark; 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  i860;  was  elected  Dist¬ 
rict  Attorney  in  1862,  holding  office  until  1865 ; 
was  prothonotary  from  1866  until  1873.  In  1882  he 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  serving  two 
terms.  He  married  Nancy  McCartney,  of  Clarks¬ 
burg. 

Horace  M.  Lowry  attended  the  public  schools. 
He  has  been  identified  with  newspaper  work  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  He  succeeded  his  father 
as  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Indiana  “Times,”  one 
of  the  oldest  weekly  newspapers  In  the  county, 
established  in  1878.  It  has  been  published  ever 
since  with  no  interruption  and  it  reaches  every  part 
of  Indiana  County.  Mr.  Lowry  was  the  first 
president  of  the  Citizens’  National  Bank,  having 
been  elected  to  that  office  upon  the  organization 
of  the  bank  in  1904.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican; 
he  was  elected  recorder  of  deeds  and  wills  in 
1902,  and  served  for  six  years.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Lowry  married,  in  1891,  Margaret  Ella 
Beatty,  of  Wilkinsburg,  daughter  of  Richard  and 


Eliza  (Wilson)  Beatty.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children :  Elizabeth  McCartney  and  John 
Beatty.  Mr.  Lowry’s  address  is  South  Carpenter 
Street,  Indiana,  Pennsylvania. 


CHARLES  PARK  BALSIGER,  son  of  John 
and  Lydia  Ann  (Hetrick)  Balsiger,  citizen  of 
honor  and  substantial  worth  of  Butler  County,  was 
born  in  Fairview  Township,  April  28,  1875,  where 
he  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools  with  more  advanced  work  at  Washington 
Academy,  North  Washington.  After  a  careful 
preparation  for  a  business  career,  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  South  Penn  Oil  Company  in  which 
he  has  proved  eminently  successful,  for  a  number 
of  years  being  the  general  superintendent  with 
headquarters  at  Oil  City  where  he  has  resided 
since  1917.  In  his  adopted  home  city,  Mr.  Bal¬ 
siger  is  highly  respected,  is  a  Master  Mason,  and 
a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

His  father,  John  Balsiger,  was  born  February  17, 
1845,  and  he  married  Lydia  Hetrick,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  1850,  a  daughter  of  George  Leonard  Het¬ 
rick  who  took  out  a  grant  of  land  in  York  County 
in  1771.  George  Leonard  Hetrick  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Truitt,  born  October  16,  1816,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  Truitt,  born  February  18,  1794,  being 
a  son  of  Aderson  Truitt  who  was  married  to  Lydia 
Williams,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Williams,  a  son 
of  Frederick  Williams,  born  in  1745,  having  en¬ 
listed  in  the  American  Revolutionary  War  August 
9,  1776,  under  Captain  Weiser.  Thomas  Truitt 
was  in  the  War  of  1812. 

John  Balsiger  was  a  grandson  of  Samuel  Balsiger, 
born  in  Switzerland  in  1777,  and  married  Anna 
Gossar,  born  in  1783.  They  and  their  son  Samuel, 
born  in  1818,  came  to  America  in  1827.  They 
became  lost  at  sea  and  to  save  the  lives  of  the  rest 
from  starvation  they  cast  lots  to  see  which  one 
would  be  sacrificed  for  food,  they  had  each  been 
eliminated  down  to  two — Samuel  Balsiger,  age 
nine,  and  a  boy  by  the  name  of  Cook,  and  the  last 
lot  fell  to  the  Cook  boy,  but  a  ship  was  sighted 
before  the  deed  was  done  thus  saving  the  boy’s  life. 
Samuel  married  Mary  Painter,  who  was  born  May 
27,  1825;  their  children  were:  Samuel,  John,  James, 
George,  Anna,  and  Sarah. 

John  Balsiger  was  a  loyal  and  faithful  defender 
of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  War,  enlisting  in 
Company  K,  155th  Regiment  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry,  March  30,  1864,  at  the  age  of 
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eighteen  and  was  discharged  at  the  dose  of  the 
war,  June,  1865.  He  belonged  to  the  5th  Army 
Corps  of  the  Potomac  and  fought  in  the  battles  of 
the  Wilderness,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  where 
he  was  wounded,  and  Richmond.  He  was  a  lead¬ 
ing  financier  in  his  community,  having  been  in¬ 
terested  in  merchandise,  and  the  production  of  oil. 
He  was  also  prominently  identified  with  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Lutheran  Church  of  which  he  and  his  family 
were  devoted  members. 

At  Butler,  May  17,  1898,  Mr.  Balsiger  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Winona  Minteer,  daughter  of  James  Calvin 
and  Rachel  E.  (Hutchinson)  Minteer,  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Nancy  (Mount)  Min¬ 
teer,  members  of  prominent  families  of  Western 
Pennsylvania.  The  Minteer  name  has  many  his¬ 
toric  associations,  Jean  Minteer  is  said  to  have 
gone  to  England  with  William  the  Conqueror.  A 
Desire  Minter  came  to  this  country  in  the  “May¬ 
flower,”  and  a  monument  is  erected  to  her  in 
Boston. 

The  head  of  the  Minteer  family  in  Pennsylvania 
was  John  Minteer,  who  obtained  a  grant  of  land 
on  a  Virginia  warrant  calling  for  four  hundred 
acres  near  Youghiogheny  and  Jacob’s  Creek  in 
Upper  Tyrone  Township  near  Mt.  Pleasant  and 
Warrior’s  Mark.  One  of  the  earliest  erected  forts 
of  the  kind  described  by  Veech  was  known  as  the 
Minter  (or  Minteer)  Fort  and  was  erected  on  his 
farm  by  John  Minteer,  Stevenson  and  Crawford, 
and  it  is  stated  in  “The  Frontier  Forts  of  Western 
Pennsylvania”  that  Mr.  Minteer  made  improve¬ 
ments  in  1769.  Some  of  the  children  of  John  Min¬ 
teer  were:  1.  Robert,  a  ranger  under  John  Briggs. 
2.  John,  who  erected  another  fort  at  Mt.  Pleasant 
in  1788.  3.  Joseph.  4.  Thomas,  who  went  to  war 
in  1812  and  was  last  heard  of  in  a  hospital  in  St. 
Louis.  5.  James.  6.  Alexandra.  7.  William. 

William  came  to  Armstrong  County  in  1801,  and 
took  aj  warranty  of  land  of  two  hundred  acres 
which  was  surveyed  February  2,  1836.  He  married 
Mary  Nicholson  and  seven  boys  and  six  girls  were 
born  to  them,  all  living  to  a  mature  age  with  the 
exception  of  the  youngest  boy  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  girls  married  into  the  Smith,  Galbreath,  Wil¬ 
liams,  Rayburn  and  Milligan  families — two  of  the 
girls  having  married  Smiths.  They  were  brought 
up  in  strict  Presbyterian  faith,  the  parents  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Associate  or  seceding  branch  of  that 
church,  and  what  is  most  remarkable,  not  one  of 
them,  either  girls  or  boys,  ever  transferred  their 


allegiance  to  another  faith.  William  Minteer  and 
Abram  Smith  built  the  first  Associate  Church  at 
Slate  Lick  in  1815.  It  was  a  log  structure  thirty- 
three  feet  square.  The  boys  were:  1.  Andrew. 
2.  James,  married  Elizabeth  Young.  3.  Joseph, 
married  Sara  Culp.  4.  William,  5.  John,  married 
Elizabeth  Morrow.  6.  Alexander,  who  was  frozen 
to  death  about  ten  miles  from  Brookville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  February  1832,  was  married  to  Nancy 
Mount,  a  descendant  of  Walter  Bruce  of  Scotland, 
being  a  great-great-granddaughter  of  Jacob  Young 
and  Elenor  Tully  who  came  to  Baltimore  with 
Lord  Baltimore  in  1632.  Their  children  were:  i. 
William  Young,  married  Margaret  Wilson,  died  in 
1892.  ii.  Elijah  Mount,  married  Josie  Freeman, 
died  in  1894.  iii.  James  Calvin,  born  October 
27,  1830,  and  died  August  14,  1911,  married 
Rachel  E.  Hutchinson,  a  daughter  of  William 
Hutchinson  and  Elizabeth  Laramore,  who  lived 
on  the  old  pioneer  Hutchinson  farm  at  North  But¬ 
ler,  and  undoubtedly  was  a  descendant  of  Colo¬ 
nel  Hutchison,  a  hunter  and  Indian  trader  who 
came  across  the  mountains  in  1760  and  made  his 
headquarters  near  what  now  is  Butler.  Thomas 
Laramore,  father  of  Elizabeth  Laramore,  men¬ 
tioned  above,  was  a  member  of  the  Assistant  Mili¬ 
tia  of  York  County,  and  received  eleven  dollars 
and  seventeen  cents  pay  for  services,  iv.  Alex¬ 
ander  Nicholson,  born  June  28,  1832,  married 
Mary  Cook. 

Characteristic  of  all  the  Hutchinson  (Hutchi¬ 
son)  families,  both  in  America  and  the  British 
Isles,  that  branch  of  which  the  maternal  line  of 
Mrs.  Balsiger  is  a  part,  were  people  of  landed 
estates  and  prominent  in  their  several  communities, 
being  especially  noted  for  their  high  religious 
characters.  The  parents  of  William  Hutchison 
had  nine  children:  1.  William,  of  whom  further. 
2.  Forgie,  married  Jane  Campbell  whose  mother’s 
name  was  Bell.  3.  John,  born  October  15,  1801, 
married,  May  15,  1830,  Eliza  Johnson;  children: 
i.  Matilda,  born  April  5,  1831,  married  Henry 
Monig.  ii.  William  Morehead,  born  October  8, 
1832,  married  (first)  Angline  Thorn,  who  died 
March  19,  1865,  (second)  Lydia  Daubenspeck, 
May  7,  1868.  iii.  James,  born  October  23,  1835, 
married  Caroline  Mania  December  2,  1836,  died 
1868.  iv.  Euphema,  born  February  15,  1840,  mar¬ 
ried  (first)  Ralston  Craig,  (second)  Lewis  Coch¬ 
ran.  v.  Maria  Anna,  bom  October  15,  1842,  mar¬ 
ried  Thomas  Templeton  (died  at  Los  Angeles, 
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California),  vi.  Furgus,  born  January  21,  1845, 
killed  in  the  Civil  War,  1862.  vii.  Eliza  J.,  born 
June  8,  1848,  died  when  a  young  lady  (a  teacher), 
viii.  Mary  Kisiah,  born  March  31,  1852,  married 
(first)  John  Guinn  of  West  Sunberry,  who  died  in 
Topeka,  Kansas,  (second)  Sheldon  Hullings,  of 
Oklahoma,  had  one  son,  John  Hullings.  ix.  Dassa 
Pallina,  born  August  20,  1855,  married  (first) 
Presley  Croup,  (second)  Henry}  Neyman.  4. 
George,  married  Mary  Laramore,  sister  of  Eliza¬ 
beth.  5.  Acie,  born  July  6,  1794,  married  Archibald 
Campbell,  born  April  5,  1785.  Children :  i.  Wil¬ 
liam  Hutchison,  born  July  28,  1818,  died  July  3, 
1848.  ii.  Samuel  A.,  born  December  26,  1819.  iii. 
Margaret  M.,  born  December  24,  1821,  married 
Hugh  McClimonds.  iv.  Robert  E.,  born  March 
24,  1824.  v.  Rosa  J.,  born  September  5,  1826,  mar¬ 
ried  Abe  Martin,  vi.  Euphenia,  born  March  26, 
1828,  married  Mathew  Smith  Ray  (born  June  7, 
1830)  January  12,  1854.  vii.  James  P.,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  26,  1831.  viii.  George  W.,  born  July  11, 
1833.  ix.  David  Fowler,  born  April  22,  1838.  6. 
Jane,  married  Peter  Shira.  Children :  Fergus 
Morehead,  William,  Margaret,  married  M.  Lewis 
of  Ainsville;  Permelia,  married  Mr.  Waldron  of 
Grove  City;  Maria,  married  David  Shira;  Effie, 
married  James  Johnson ;  Matilda,  married  William 
Beatty;  Annie,  married  Wils  Johnson. 

William  Hutchison  married  (first)  Elizabeth 
Laramore;  (second)  Ellen  Laramore.  Children 
of  first  marriage  :  1.  George,  married  Sarah  Wick. 
2.  John,  married  Elizabeth  Miller.  Thomas  mar¬ 
ried  (first)  Miss  Miller;  (second)  S.  Whitmire. 

5.  Rachel,  of  whom  further.  6.  Deliah,  married 
D.  C.  Miller.  7.  Anna,  married  Marsh  Walker. 
8.  Elizabeth,  married  James  McClelland.  9.  David, 
married  Laura  Sweet. 

Rachel  Hutchison,  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Laramore)  Hutchison,  was  born  July 
11,  1838,  and  married  James  G.  Minteer.  Chil¬ 
dren  :  1.  Melzene,  married  Milo  B.  Hutchison, 

children :  Clare,  Berle,  Alfonzo,  Cyril,  Merlo. 
2.  Nina,  deceased.  3.  Edith,  married  J.  D.  Ellen- 
berger,  children:  Floyd,  Mildred,  Velma.  4.  Ella, 
married  F.  E.  Clayton.  5.  Euphemia,  unmarried, 
resides  at  Chicora,  Pennsylvania,  with  her  mother. 

6.  John,  married  Emma  Moore,  children :  Rachel 
and  Leah  Jane.  7.  Addison,  died  young.  8.  Win¬ 
ona,  of  whom  further.  9.  William,  married  Miss 
Gilbert;  children:  William,  Corine,  Olga,  Orpha, 
Gilbert. 


Winona  Minteer  married  Charles  Park  Bal- 
siger.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Balsiger  are  the  parents  of 
the  following  children :  1.  Paul  Minteer,  born 

March  21,  1899.  2.  Harold,  bom  1900.  3.  Jay  C., 
born  in  1905.  5.  Winifred,  born  in  1908.  6.  Mar¬ 
garet,  born  in  1910. 


DR.  ALBERT  ELIAS  MALTBY— The  hosts 
of  pupils  that  came  under  the  tuition  of  Dr. 
Albert  Elias  Maltby  at  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Slippery  Rock,  Pennsylvania,  the  books  that 
he  wrote  for  the  further  inspiration  of  education, 
civics  and  patriotism,  and  the  immediate  presence 
of  his  gifted  and  useful  life  with  his  colleagues 
and  co-workers  in  the  institution  where  for  twenty- 
six  years  he  was  a  builder,  a  leader,  a  counsellor 
and  a  friend,  have  now  met  and  combined,  upon 
his  departure,  ever  to  continue  to  broaden  and 
expand  the  gracious  influences  of  his  life  and 
teachings  in  innumerable  homes  and  occupations 
throughout  the  land.  As  he  was  the  guiding  spirit 
of  the  curriculum  of  the  school  whose  powers  he 
called  into  being,  and  whose  gathering  forces  he 
increased  and  strengthened  for  the  enlightenment  of 
generations  to  come,  so  must  the  memory  of  his 
life  and  work  in  broadening  circles  share  with 
those  of  all  other  good  and  helpful  impulses  to¬ 
ward  the  betterment  of  mankind.  He  was  the  son 
of  John  Maltby  and  Rachel  (Crawford)  Maltby, 
the  paternal  ancestor  being  traced  to  Sir  John 
Maltby,  of  England,  in  1097,  the  coat-of-arms  re¬ 
vealing  the  fact  that  the  name  at  that  time  was 
spelled  Malebis.  The  first  record  of  the  residence 
of  Maltbys  in  America  was  in  New  England,  in 
1664. 

Dr.  Albert  Elias  Maltby  was  born  October  27, 
1850,  at  Pulaski,  Jefferson  County,  New  York, 
and  he  attended  the  public  schools  at  Fayetteville, 
New  York,  and  the  Fayetteville  Academy.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  he  matriculated  at  Cornell  University, 
where  he  graduated  with  honors  in  1876,  there 
enjoying  unusual  advantages  in  science  and  history, 
as  he  was  a  pupil  of  Agassiz  and  of  Goldwin 
Smith.  His  first  venture  in  teaching  was  in  the 
Ury  School,  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  he 
later  declined  the  offer  of  an  instructorship  in 
Cornell  University.  Almost  the  only  variation  in 
his  educational  activities  was  his  appointment  in 
1878  as  an  engineer  in  the  survey  of  the  boundary 
line  between  Guatemala  and  Mexico.  He  accepted 
the  Professorship  of  Mathematics  and  Astronomy 
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in  St.  Lawrence  University,  New  York,  in  1880; 
and  he  first  became  identified  with  the  State 
Normal  School  system  of  Pennsylvania  in  1884, 
with  his  appointment  as  Professor  of  Natural 
Sciences  in  the  State  Normal  School  at  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania.  Serving  five  years  in  that  position, 
he  then  resigned  to  take  charge  of  the  training 
department  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Millers- 
ville.  It  was  in  1890  that  Dr.  Maltby  accepted  the 
position  of  the  principalship  of  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Slippery  Rock,  Pennsylvania,  and  here 
his  great  life-work  was  accomplished.  Of  his 
activities  here,  a  biographer  has  said : 

Taking  charge  of  the  school  in  the  days  of  its 
struggling  infancy  and  with  many  obstacles  to 
overcome,  especially  the  absence  of  railroad  facili¬ 
ties  and  improved  highways,  he  nevertheless,  with 
a  vision  of  larger  things,  a  cheerful  and  unfailing 
courage,  and  a  faith  that  could  not  be  turned  aside, 
built  up  an  institution  large  in  numbers  and  in¬ 
fluence,  and  in  which  his  spirit  still  survives, 
especially  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  the  large 
body  of  students  who  went  out  from  under  his 
influence.  The  beautiful  campus,  with  its  semi¬ 
circle  of  imposing  buildings,  is  the  expression  of 
some  of  the  things  which  entered  into  his  vision. 

Dr.  Maltby  acquired  far  more  than  a  State¬ 
wide  reputation,  and  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Slippery  Rock,  and  its 
attainment  of  foremost  rank  „is  all  due  to  his 
indefatigable  labors.  In  recognition  of  his  culture 
and  his  scholastic  woTth,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  was  conferred  by  Waynesburg  College 
in  1889,  and  Grove  City  College  conferred  upon 
him  in  1913  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  After 
twenty-six  years  of  administration  of  the  school’s 
affairs,  Dr.  Maltby  retired  to  his  residence  at 
Grove  City,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  City  Planning  Commission,  and  the  Com¬ 
mercial  and  Rotary  clubs. 

This  noted  educator  found  time  to  write  and 
publish  five  volumes,  two  of  which,  namely: 
“Froebel’s  Square”  and  “Map  Modelling  in 
Geography”  have  taken  high  rank  as  text-books, 
while  the  “Story  of  Our  Flag”  is  an  interesting 
work  with  its  patriotic  subject.  Nine  editions  of 
other  books  “The  Pennsylvania  Citizen”  and  “Pri¬ 
mary  Civics”  have  been  published.  Dr.  Maltby 
was  a  life-long  member  and  communicant  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  Maltby  married,  December  26,  1883,  Harriet 
De  Zell,  of  Canton,  New  York,  daughter  of 
Robert  De  Zell,  a  merchant. 


Dr.  Albert  Elias  Maltby  died  May  27,  1924,  after 
a  brief  illness,  at  his  home  on  Stewart  Avenue, 
Grove  City,  Pennsylvania,  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Slippery  Rock  State  Normal  School  adopt¬ 
ing  resolutions  commemorative  of  his  life  service 
in  behalf  of  that  institution.  It  has  been  further 
said  of  him : 

His  was  a  strong  personality  which  continually 
impressed  itself  upon  others,  not  in  a  self-assertive 
way,  but  through  the  unconscious  going  out  to 
others  of  the  things  which  he  himself  felt,  and 
of  the  visions  which  were  the  inspiration  of  his 
own  life.  These  happy  and  helpful  influences 
touched  the  lives  of  the  large  student  body  which 
came  under  his  tuition,  as  well  as  a  host  of  others 
who  thereby  became  his  loyal  and  lasting  friends. 

BENJAMIN  McCREIGHT  CLARK— An 

able  lawyer  whose  executive  ability  in  the  rich 
industrial  centers  of  Western  Pennsylvania  has 
been  rewarded  with  a  large  success,  is  Benjamin 
McCreight  Clark,  of  Indiana,  president  of  the 
Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  Coal  and  Iron  Company. 
Mr.  Clark  was  born  in  Brookville,  Jefferson 
County,  Pennsylvania,  January  5,  1865.  His  father 
was  Elijah  S.  Clark,  a  noted  lawyer  of  the  village. 
The  son  attended  the  public  and  high  schools  of 
Brookville,  and  read  law  with  his  father,  practic¬ 
ing  at  the  time  under  the  style  of  Jenks  &  Clark. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1891.  Mr.  Means 
bought  the  interest  of  Mr.  Jenks  in  the  firm;  and 
the  firm  name  when  Benjamin  McC.  Clark  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  was  Clark,  Means 
&  Clark.  This  continued  until  Elijah  S.  Clark 
went  on  the  bench  as  County  Judge  of  Jefferson 
County.  At  that  time  the  style  of  the  firm  became 
Means  &  Clark.  In  1904  Mr.  Clark  withdrew  and 
removed  to  Punxsutawney,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
accepted  a  post  as  General  Solicitor  for  the 
Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  Coal  and  Iron  Company. 
After  filling  this  office  capably  and  acceptably  for 
a  term  of  years,  Mr.  Clark  was  elected  to  the 
presidency  of  the  company,  and  continues  in  that 
capacity  at  the  present  time  (1925).  At  the  same 
time  his  son,  Heath  S.  Clark,  became  General 
Solicitor  for  the  company,  and  also  continues  to 
act  at  such  at  the  present  time.  In  1920  the  com¬ 
pany  moved  to  Indiana,  and  brought  with  them  a 
large  staff  of  employes.  A  beautiful  office  build¬ 
ing  to  house  them  was  erected  and  it  is  one  of  the 
attractions  of  the  business  center.  Mr.  Clark  is 
also  president  of  the  Jefferson  &  Clearfield  Coke 
and  Iron  Company;  vice-president  of  the  Cowan- 
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shannock  Coal  and  Coke  Company ;  secretary  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Gas  Coal  Company ;  secretary  of 
the  Brush  Creek  Coal  Mining  Company;  and  a 
director  in  the  Indiana  Savings  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  and  numerous  other  concerns.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Hobah  Lodge,  No.  276,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Jefferson  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
of  Brookville ;  of  Bethany  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar,  at  Dubois ;  and  of  Zem  Zem  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
Erie,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Cosmopolitan  Club,  the  Indiana  Country  Club,  and 
the  Americus  Club,  of  Pittsburgh ;  also  the  Social 
and  Country  Club  of  Punxsutawney,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

Mr.  Clark  was  married  to  Blanche  Irwin,  of 
Brookville,  and  by  a  former  marriage  he  is  the 
father  of  Heath  S.  Clark  (see  following  sketch) 
and  Fred  E.  Clark,  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  now  engaged  with  the  sales 
force  of  the  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  Coal  and  Iron 
Company,  residing  at  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Clark  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  The  family 
attends  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Clark’s  busi¬ 
ness  address  is  No.  599  Chestnut  Street,  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania. 


HEATH  STECK  CLARK— One  of  the 

younger  lawyers  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  is  Heath 
Steck  Clark,  general  solicitor  of  the  Rochester  & 
Pittsburgh  Coal  and  Iron  Company,  stationed  in 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  in  Brookville, 
Jefferson  County,  June  30,  1893.  His  father  was 
Benjamin  McCreight  Clark  (see  preceding  sketch) 
president  of  the  company ;  his  mother  was  Virginia 
(Eason)  Clark  of  Brookville.  Elijah  Heath  Clark, 
his  grandfather,  was  a  noted  lawyer  and  judge  of 
the  courts  of  Jefferson  and  Clarion  counties. 
Heath  Steck  Clark  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Brookville  and  Punxsutawney.  He  was 
graduated  from  Kiskiminetas  Preparatory  School 
in  1910;  attended  the  Wharton  School  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania  for  two  years  and  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1916  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  1916  and 
entered  the  office  of  his  father,  who  was  general 
solicitor  of  the  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  Coal  and 
Iron  Company.  Heath  Steck  Clark  served  as 
assistant  solicitor  and  when  his  father  was  elected 
president  of  the  company  John  A.  Scott  was  made 


solicitor,  while  Mr.  Clark  remained  as  assistant 
solicitor  until  Mr.  Scott  retired.  Thereupon  he 
was  advanced  to  the  office  of  solicitor  in  1922,  and 
has  continued  in  that  capacity  ever  since.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  his  political  affiliations.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  Pittsburgh  Gas  Coal  Company  of 
Indiana ;  a  director  of  the  Plum  Creek  Coal  Com¬ 
pany;  the  Consolidated  Coal  and  Iron  Company, 
and  of  the  Coal  Run  Mining  Company.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Indiana  Country  Club;  and  of  the 
Cosmopolitan  Club. 

Heath  S.  Clark  married,  December  12,  1917, 
Helene  Pantall,  of  Punxsutawney.  The  address 
of  Mr.  Clark  is  Indiana,  Pennsylvania. 


WILLIAM  FLOYD  CLINGER— One  never 
tires  reading  of  those  fortunate  men  who,  as 
creatures  of  their  own  industry  and  the  benefici¬ 
aries  of  Nature,  struck  oil  and  rose  on  the  wave 
of  commercial  prosperity  to  a  commanding  place 
in  the  theater  of  their  operations.  The  lives  of 
many  such  men  are  tinged  with  romance,  as  their 
fortunes  rose  and  fell  with  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the 
oily  streams  they  endeavored  to  divert  to  their 
profit,  while  the  careers  of  others,  wholly  prosaic, 
are  only  punctuated  by  the  hardest  kind  of  work, 
intelligently  pursued,  and  which  seems  always  to 
be  bound  for  the  goal  of  achievement.  In  this 
latter  class  William  Floyd  Clinger,  well-known  oil 
producer  of  Tidioute,  Warren  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  is  proud  to  have  been  placed.  He  is  the 
grandson  of  a  pioneer  oil  producer,  who  struck  the 
first  oil  north  of  Tidioute,  and  the  son  of  an  oil 
producer. 

Amos  Clinger,  grandfather  of  William  Floyd 
Clinger,  was  born  near  Cooperstown,  Venango 
County,  Pennsylvania,  March  5,  1845,  the  son  of 
George  Clinger,  who  died  when  his  son  was  a 
young  child.  As  a  boy  he  went  to  work  for  a  Dr. 
Crawford,  who  conducted  a  general  store  in 
Cooperstown,  and  during  his  stay  there  he  was 
permitted  to  attend  the  public  school.  He  was  an 
industrious  lad,  always  on  the  lookout  to  enlarge 
his  fund  of  knowledge  and  to  better  his  condition 
in  life.  He  next  moved  to  Franklin,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  served  as  a  clerk  for  a  period  in  the 
well-known  Lamberton  store.  The  Civil  War  then 
broke  upon  the  country  and  he  enlisted. 

The  end  of  the  war  and  his  arrival  at  Tidioute, 
Pennsylvania,  saw  an  upward  trend  in  his  affairs. 
He  obtained  employment  in  lumber  mills  at  West 
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Hickory  Creek  and  was  doing  well  at  his  new 
line  of  work  when  the  startling  announcement  was 
made  that  oil  had  been  struck  on  the  David  Beaty 
farm  on  West  Hickory  Creek.  Without  further 
ado,  Amos  Clinger  exchanged  his  occupation  of 
lumber  worker  for  oil  well  driller,  and  transferred 
his  labors  to  the  David  Beaty  farm.  He  success¬ 
fully  pursued  this  line  of  work  under  his  new 
employer  for  a  time,  in  that  section  of  the  county, 
and  then  he  and  Rant  Meade  were  engaged  by  Mr. 
Beaty  to  go  on  another  farm  which  he  owned 
at  Warren,  and  there  drill  a  gas  well.  Their 
operations  were  rewarded  with  a  flow  of  oil,  in 
March,  1875,  from  the  first  well  drilled  north  of 
Tidioute  up  to  that  time.  Mr.  Clinger  next  was 
made  superintendent  of  the  Fagundus  farm  for 
Beaty  &  Grandin,  who  were  well  known  oil  pro¬ 
ducers  and  pioneers  in  that  field.  Not  long  after 
this  promotion,  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  firm, 
and  was  retained  in  the  active  management  of 
operations  on  this  valuable  property.  Financial 
prosperity  attended  his  active  participation  in  the 
development  of  the  oil  industry,  and  he  extended 
his  operations  to  the  oil  fields  of  West  Virginia, 
Ohio  and  Indiana.  On  January  1,  1924,  the  Clinger 
Oil  and  Gas  Company  having  been  organized,  he 
disposed  of  all  his  interests  to  that  concern  and 
withdrew  from  active  business  life.  He  lives  at 
Tidioute,  and  is  esteemed  one  of  the  leading  men 
of  that  borough.  He  has  unswervingly  followed 
the  Republican  political  banner,  and  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
being  a  member  of  Temple  Lodge,  No.  41 ;  a  char¬ 
ter  member  of  Warren  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar;  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine ;  and  the  thirty-second 
degree  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  affiliated  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Warren. 

Amos  Clinger  married,  May  31,  1868,  at  Carson- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  Maria  E.  Carson,  daughter  of 
James  and  Maria  (Shaw)  Carson,  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Carson.  Children: 
1.  Theodore,  born  April  24,  1869,  died  at  the  age 
of  four  months  and  four  days.  2.  John  Bert,  born 
September  5,  1870;  died  April  15,  1896,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years,  seven  months  and  ten  days ; 
married  Carrie  Archer.  She  now  lives  at  Tidioute. 
Her  husband  was  an  oil  producer,  and  followed 
that  line  of  business  until  death  cut  short  his 
promising  career.  Children  born  to  John  Bert  and 
Carrie  (Archer)  Clinger:  William  Floyd,  of  whom 
further;  Ralph,  and  Mabel  May,  married  Marshall 


Bucklin,  and  resides  in  Tidioute.  3.  Andrew  V., 
born  August  14,  1872;  an  oil  producer  at  Tidioute, 
and  a  member  of  the  firm  of  the  Clinger  Oil  and 
Gas  Company.  4.  Virginia  May,  born  December 
31,  1876;  married  John  B.  Taggart,  and  resides  in 
Tidioute.  5.  George,  born  May  1,  1881,  an  oil  pro¬ 
ducer  at  Tidioute,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Clinger 
Oil  and  Gas  Company. 

William  Floyd  Clinger  was  born  at  Fagundus, 
near  Tidioute,  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  April 
1,  1891,  a  son  of  John  Bert  and  Carrie  (Archer) 
Clinger.  He  graduated  from  the  Tidioute  High 
School  in  1910  and  entered  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  whence  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1914.  Following  his  graduation  from  the  uni¬ 
versity  he  went  to  the  Oklahoma  oil  fields  and  re¬ 
mained  in  that  territory  for  one  year.  Returning 
East  he  settled  in  Warren,  Pennsylvaia,  and  became 
the  managing  editor  and  publisher  of  the  “Warren 
Evening  Mirror,”  and  continued  in  both  those 
capacities  until  he  disposed  of  the  property,  in 
1921,  to  S.  E.  Walker,  the  present  owner. 

He  associated  himself  with  his  uncles,  operating 
in  the  Tidioute  region,  and  on  June,  1922,  the 
Clinger  Oil  and  Gas  Company  was  established,  tak¬ 
ing  over  the  rights  and  holdings  of  Amos  Clinger, 
the  pioneer.  The  members  of  the  company  are 
Andrew  V.  Clinger,  George  Clinger,  sons  of  Amos 
Clinger;  William  Floyd  Clinger,  son  of  John  Bert 
Clinger;  John  B.  Taggart,  N.  P.  Wheeler,  W.  C. 
Fuellhart  and  E.  H.  Foreman.  This  company  has 
large  holdings  in  the  Tidioute  district,  and  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  having  struck  the  famous  gusher 
in  the  Queen  Sand  field  in  June,  1922. 

Mr.  Clinger  is  allied  to  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Warren  Rotary 
Club;  a  member  of  the  Conewango  Club  of  War¬ 
ren  and  the  Kappa  Sigma  college  fraternity.  His 
religious  fellowship  is  with  the  Warren  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

William  Floyd  Clinger  married,  in  1917,  Leila 
May  Hunter,  daughter  of  L.  L.  Hunter,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  who  was  a  leading  lumberman  at  Tidioute. 
Children :  Dorothy  Hunter  Clinger  and  Elizabeth 
Hunter  Clinger. 

The  business  address  of  Mr.  Clinger  is  Tidioute, 
Pennsylvania,  and  his  residence  is  No.  316  Cone¬ 
wango  Avenue,  Warren,  Pennsylvania. 


WALTER  ROGERS  THOMPSON,  editor 
and  owner  of  the  Ebensburg  “Mountaineer-Herald” 
was  born  at  Ebensburg,  October  20,  1867.  He  is  a 
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Republican  and  a  member  of  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Ebensburg;  Summit  Lodge,  No. 
312,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  also  of  Ebensburg; 
Johnstown  Lodge,  No.  175,  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks;  Speer  Orr  Camp,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  Johnstown ;  Mountain  Forest,  Tall 
Cedars  of  Lebanon,  of  Ebensburg;  is  publicity 
manager  of  the  Ebensburg  Kiwanis  Club  and  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Ebensburg  Rifle  Club. 

During  the  World  War  Mr.  Thompson  was  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  company  of  seventy  riflemen  affiliated 
with  the  National  Rifle  Association,  and  formed  at 
Ebensburg  for  national  defense  and  the  drilling  of 
young  men  for  the  front.  This  company  embraced 
many  of  the  best  marksmen  of  the  mountains  and 
they  were  active  until  the  close  of  the  war.  This 
organization  was  known  as  Company  A,  Cambria 
Rifles,  and  was  commissioned  by  Governor  M.  G. 
Brumbaugh.  The  late  Robert  Scanlan  was  first 
lieutenant ;  Ira  Bloom,  second  lieutenant,  and  F.  C. 
Sharbaugh,  first  sergeant. 

Walter  R.  Thompson  has  been  editor  of  the 
Ebensburg  “Mountaineer-Herald”  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  an  interval,  during  the  administration  of 
President  Taft,  when  he  was  postmaster  of  Ebens¬ 
burg,  for  thirty-four  years. 

On  February  14,  1891,  Mr.  Thompson  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Frederick,  of  Ebens¬ 
burg,  and  their  family  consists  of  eight  children, 
as  follows:  1.  Frances  M.,  born  June  12,  1892, 
wife  of  Sergeant  Robert  W.  Leech,  an  electrical 
engineer  who  spent  over  two  years  in  the  World 
War  on  military  duty  in  France,  now  residing  with 
one  son,  Robert,  Jr.,  aged  about  one  year,  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Anna  H.,  born  September 
24,  1895,  wife  of  Reginald  Hislop,  a  veteran  of  the 
World  War,  living  at  Cresson,  Pennsylvania.  3. 
James  F.,  volunteered  and  served  two  years  on  the 
battleships  Louisiana  and  Florida  Ei  the  World 
War,  convoying  troops,  and  a  member  of  the  gun 
crew  of  the  Louisiana  which  crippled  the  first 
German  submarine  taken  by  our  navy.  This  was 
off  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia.  Enlisted  August  10, 
1917;  honorably  discharged  August  16,  1919.  Is 
now  linotype  operator  on  the  “Mountaineer-Her¬ 
ald.”  Was  united  in  marriage  August  15,  1924, 
with  Miss  Alice  Wilson,  of  Ebensburg,  and  they 
have  one  infant  son,  James,  Jr.  4.  Medora  E.,  at 
home,  born  August  25,  1900.  5.  Marian  G.,  a 

student  nurse  in  the  Presbyterian  Hospital,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  born  March  13,  1903.  6.  Rebecca  R.,  born 


March  12,  1906,  at  home.  7.  David  J.,  born  July 
12,  1908,  at  home.  8.  Walter  R.,  Jr.,  born  July  12, 
1912,  at  home. 

Walter  R.  Thompson’s  father  was  James  Mc- 
Crea  Thompson,  an  Ebensburg  merchant  for  many 
years.  He  was  born  at  Armagh,  Indiana  County, 
January  1,  1840,  and  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War,  having  been  a  corporal  in  Company  F,  133d 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  recruited  at 
Ebensburg.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  and  Chancellorsville, 
and  was  on  Burnside’s  march,  and  in  a  number  of 
skirmishes.  He  enlisted  August  8,  1862,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  May  26,  1863.  Of  his  com¬ 
pany  of  51  men,  29  were  reported  either  killed, 
wounded  or  missing  in  the  battle  of  Fredericks¬ 
burg  before  the  murderous  Stone  Wall  at  Marye’s 
Heights. 

James  McCrea  Thompson  died  at  his  home  in 
Ebensburg,  November  17,  1918,  with  burial  in 
Lloyd  Cemetery.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
and  was  a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Ebensburg,  and  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic. 

James  McCrea  Thompson,  on  June  26,  1866, 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Frances  M. 
Rogers,  who  was  born  in  Churchtown,  Lancaster 
County,  on  November  18,  1843.  Their  children 
were :  1.  Walter  Rogers,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

2.  John  Evan,  who  succeeded  his  father  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Ebensburg,  both  surviving. 

3.  Mary  Rebecca,  wife  of  William  Frailey,  who 

died  October  4,  1909.  4.  Ellen  C.,  died  March, 

1874.  5.  Frances  Jenkins,  died  July  3,  1877. 

Mrs.  James  M.  Thompson  was  of  Welsh  and 
English  descent,  her  ancestors  coming  to  America 
very  early  in  January,  1733,  and  who  pur¬ 
chased  4,000  acres  of  rich  land  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Penns.  To  this 
body  of  land  they  gave  the  name  of  Caernarvon 
Township,  and  some  of  these  farms  are  still  owned 
by  their  descendants.  These  people  were  located 
in  the  midst  of  the  turmoil  of  the  Revolution  and 
were  closely  identified  with  it.  They  claim  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Robert  Morris,  “Financier  of  the 
Revolution,”  Benjamin  Rush,  and  Rev.  Carmichael, 
Washington’s  chaplain,  while  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  also  among  their  family  connections. 

James  McCrea  Thompson  was  a  son  of  Major 
John  Thompson  and  wife,  Ellen  (Patton)  Thomp¬ 
son,  of  Ebensburg,  where  Major  Thompson  con- 
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ducted  the  Cambria  House  and  Mountain  House 
and  the  stage  lines  in  the  early  days  and  was  later 
postmaster  of  Ebensburg  for  sixteen  years. 

Major  John  Thompson  was  born  in  1804  on  the 
old  homestead  about  twelve  miles  north  of  Indiana 
in  Rayne  Township,  Indiana  County,  cleared  from 
the  forests  by  his  pioneer  grandparents,  Robert 
Thompson,  three  sons  and  five  daughters  and  wife, 
Mary  Cannon,  both  natives  of  County  Derry,  Ire¬ 
land,  who  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1789.  Major 
Thompson’s  parents,  Hugh  Thompson,  and  his 
wife  Martha  (nee  Thomson),  a  Scotch  woman,  and 
an  infant  daughter,  attempted  to  settle  on  the 
homestead  in  1793,  but  were  compelled  to  return 
to  Salem  by  the  hostile  Indians.  Following  the 
signal  defeat  of  the  red  men  at  the  Fallen  Timbers 
in  Ohio  by  General  “Mad”  Anthony  Wayne  in 
1795,  the  family  returned  to  their  homestead,  which 
is  to  this  day  owned  and  occupied  by  members  of 
the  Thompson  family,  their  descendants. 


ELIJAH  W.  HODGE— Iron  has  been  the 
magic  key  which  has  opened  the  door  of  fortune 
to  many  men  of  Pennsylvania.  The  State  is  largely 
dependent  on  this  industry,  and  millions  of  work¬ 
men  there  live  by  it.  To  accommodate  this  vast 
enterprise,  the  old-fashioned  farming  State  has  had 
to  be  remodeled.  Elijah  W.  Hodge  has  played  a 
large  part  in  remodeling  one  section  of  it,  for  he 
has  practically  rebuilt  the  town  of  Greenville. 

Elijah  W.  Hodge,  son  of  William  and  Amelia 
Hodge,  was  born  in  Eastington,  Gloucester  County, 
England,  June  9,  1843.  When  he  first  came  to 
Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1868,  he  entered  the 
woolen  industry,  for  his  father  had  been  a  fuller- 
man  in  England.  In  England,  too,  Elijah  W. 
received  his  schooling;  beginning  school  at  the  age 
of  two,  he  had  learned  to  read  and  write  by  the 
time  he  was  five,  and  he  continued  in  the  national 
schools  in  England  until  he  was  twelve.  He  says, 
however,  that  most  of  his  subsequent  education 
has  come  from  experience  and  hard  work  in  the 
business  of  earning  a  living.  The  part  of  his  life 
of  which  he  has  pleasant  memories  was  his  twelve 
years  as  a  fullerman  in  the  woolen  factory  in 
England.  When  the  woolen  mill  in  Greenville 
closed  soon  after  he  began  work  there,  he  tried 
coal  mining.  Later  he  learned  the  moulding  trade 
at  the  foundry  of  Hamblin  Sons  &  Company.  This 
offered  him  his  opportunity,  and  he  opened  a  little 
shop  for  himself  in  Greenville  that  measured  eleven 
by  seventeen  feet.  Slowly  but  surely  this  grew 


until  1876,  when  he  organized  the  Hodge  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company.  Now  it  has  grown  large 
enough  to  occupy  twenty  thousand  feet  of  floor 
space  and  give  employment  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  workmen.  More  significant  than  his  factory 
is  the  town  Mr.  Hodge  has  built  up  for  his  em¬ 
ployees.  Wherever  he  could  find  them  he  has 
bought  up  old  houses,  abandoned  factories  and 
buildings,  moved  them  to  his  town  and  rebuilt  them 
into  comfortable  sanitary  homes  for  his  workmen, 
to  whom  he  rents  or  sells  them  as  they  wish. 
Hodgetown  is  now  a  pretty,  thoroughly  livable 
part  of  Greenville.  A  good  deal  of  this  building 
has  been  done  when  factory  business  was  slack  as 
a  means  of  keeping  the  workers  busy,  and  it  is  a 
fact  of  which  Mr.  Hodge  can  be  proud  that  he 
has  always  kept  his  employees  as  continually  at 
work  as  possible,  and  that  he  has  paid  them  off 
every  Saturday  night,  no  matter  how  much  he  suf¬ 
fered.  His  factory  has  never  been  open  on  Sun¬ 
day,  and  Mr.  Hodge  has  advocated  prohibition 
there  and  elsewhere  long  before  the  Volstead  Act 
was  thought  of.  He  is  kind  to  his  employees, 
lenient  in  the  matter  of  rent  and  payments,  and 
it  is  common  knowledge  that  whenever  a  child 
is  born  to  a  family,  he  makes  to  the  family  a 
present  of  a  month’s  Tent.  His  outstanding  quality 
is  generosity.  In  addition,  he  is  good-natured, 
witty,  considerate  of  others,  and  very  friendly. 
The  Kiwanis  Club  of  Greenville  presented  him 
with  a  medal  because  of  his  having  done  more 
constructive  work  for  the  town  than  any  other 
man,  and  he  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Rotary 
Club  there.  A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Hodge 
is  a  member  of  the  Second  Methodist  Church, 
where  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees  for  many  years. 

Elijah  W.  Hodge  married  (first),  in  England, 
in  1863,  Ann  E.  Howell,  who  died  in  1874.  Their 
children  were:  John  H.,  president  of  the  Hodge 
Manufacturing  Company;  Elizabeth  A.;  Rose  R., 
deceased;  Emma  H.  He  married  (second),  No¬ 
vember  26,  1874,  Angeline  L-  Scott.  The  children 
by  the  second  marriage  were:  Thomas  Scott; 
Garfield;  Mary  Louise;  Charles  P. ;  Frederick 
William,  died  aged  sixteen  months;  and  Florance, 
died  aged  three  and  one-half  years. 


FRED  OLIVER  BATTEIGER,  M.  D.,  is  a 

native  of  the  town  of  Transfer,  Mercer  County, 
Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  a  farmer,  and  was  early 
filled  with  an  ambition  to  enter  the  medical  pro- 
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fession,  which  appealed  to  his  humanitarian  sym¬ 
pathies.  In  1907  he  graduated  from  Fredonia  In¬ 
stitute,  Fredonia,  Pennsylvania,  and  immediately 
entered  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  where  he  was  graduated,  M.  D.,  in  1911. 
During  the  World  War  he  rendered  long  service 
in  the  Forty-second  (Rainbow)  Division,  as  cap¬ 
tain  in  a  medical  corps  of  the  117th  Supply  Train. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Rheims,  Chateau 
Thierry  and  Argonne  Forest,  and  was  later  with  the 
Army  of  Occupation.  Since  his  discharge  he  has 
been  continuously  engaged  in  the  general  practice 
of  medicine  at  Greenville,  where  his  large  circle 
of  friends  includes  many  grateful  patients.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Greenville, 
and  an  active  factor  in  its  many  uplifting  influ¬ 
ences.  Fraternally  he  is  associated  with  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  holds  the  thirty- 
second  degree;  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  of  numer¬ 
ous  clubs,  among  them  the  Kiwanis  and  Green¬ 
ville  Country  clubs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Mer¬ 
cer  County  Medical  Society  and  the  State  Medical 
Society.  With  grateful  memory  of  his  parents, 
Jacob  Henry  and  Sophia  Batteiger,  who  sought  to 
give  him  a  fair  start  in  life,  by  way  of  education, 
Dr.  Batteiger  strives  to  do  them  credit  by  fulfilling 
every  duty  of  life  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

Dr.  Batteiger  was  married,  April  4,  1917,  in 
Greenville,  to  Ina  May  Sloss.  The  doctor’s  fam¬ 
ily  includes  a  daughter,  Mary  Louise  Batteiger, 
born  August  14,  1920. 


E.  E.  CREPS  conducts  a  general  law  practice 
in  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  under  his  own  name.  He 
is  the  son  of  Jacob  A.  Creps,  and  a  grandson  of 
Captain  Jacob  Creps,  at  one  time  sheriff  of  Indiana 
County.  Mr.  Creps’  father  died  in  1913;  his 
mother,  Minnie  A.  (Ray)  Creps,  is  still  living. 

Mr.  Creps  was  born  in  Rayne  Township,  Indi¬ 
ana  County,  February  20,  1886,  and  received  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  public  school  in  said 
township  and  later  in  Indiana  Borough.  He  then 
graduated  from  Indiana  State  Normal  School  and 
spent  two  years  in  Pennsylvaia  College  at  Gettys¬ 
burg,  Pennsylvania.  His  preparation  for  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  consisted  of  two  years  in  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  and  a  year  and  a  half  in  the  office 
of  Langham  &  Elkin,  Esqs.,  Indiana,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  on  October  14, 


1912,  and  shortly  thereafter  became  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Langham,  Elkin  &  Creps,  later  Elkin 
&  Creps,  and  since  1919  he  has  practiced  under  his 
own  name.  He  is  referee  in  bankruptcy  for  Indi¬ 
ana  County,  and  is  a  director  in  the  Farmers’ 
Bank  &  Trust  Company  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania. 

Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Indiana  Lodge, 
No.  313,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  holds  the 
thirty-second  degree,  Pittsburgh  Consistory.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Country  Club,  the 
Cosmopolitan  Club  and  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


LESTER  MILLER  CHASE — An  important 
oil  producer  and  a  successful  merchant,  Lester 
Miller  Chase  was  a  conspicuous  figure  in  McKean 
County,  Pennsylvania,  for  a  long  term  of  years. 
He  was  born  December  8,  1852,  the  son  of  Orlin 
and  Lydia  (Maxin)  Chase.  Orlin  Chase  taught 
school  in  Michigan  in  early  life  and  later  settled 
at  Cherry  Creek,  Chautauqua  County,  New  York. 
He  also  conducted  a  hotel  at  Cattaraugus,  New 
York,  a  business  he  continued  until  his  death  at 
fifty-eight  years.  His  wife  died  at  sixty-eight,  and 
they  both  were  buried  at  Cherry  Creek.  Their 
son,  Lester  Miller  Chase,  conducted  a  general  store 
at  Red  Rock,  McKean  County,  Pennsylvania,  at 
the  time  of  the  early  oil  excitement,  and  continued 
in  business  there  until  he  was  burned  out  by  the  big 
fire  at  Red  Rock  in  1876.  He  opened  a  general 
store  at  Knapp’s  Creek,  after  the  fire,  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  business  there  for  five  years.  Closing 
the  store,  he  engaged  in  the  oil  business  as  a  pro¬ 
ducer  and  bought  the  old  Doubleday  and  Daniels 
lease  at  Red  Rock.  He  continued  as  an  oil  pro¬ 
ducer  until  his  death,  September  13,  1920.  He 
moved  to  Bradford  in  1906  and  bought  the  prop¬ 
erty  at  No.  9  Elm  Street,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  Mr.  Chase  was  a  member 
of  Olean  Lodge  of  Masons,  and  of  the  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  the  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar,  at  Olean.  He  was  a  member  of  Ismalia 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine  at  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Chase  married,  in  November,  1874,  Mary 
Kelly,  daughter  of  James  and  Catherine  (Nihill) 
Kelly.  James  Kelly  was  a  tailor  by  trade  and  fol¬ 
lowed  his  calling  in  Canada.  Afterwards  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Perrysburg,  New  York,  where  he  be¬ 
came  a  farmer  and  continued  at  farming  until  his 
death.  His  daughter,  Mary,  was  born  in  Canada, 
and  through  life  was  a  good  helpmeet  to  her  hus- 
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band,  contributing  not  a  little  by  her  sound  judg¬ 
ment  and  willingness  to  work  to  his  success  as 
merchant  and  oil  producer.  She  died  in  Bradford, 
February  8,  1925.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chase  were  the 
parents  of  two  children:  I.  Elma,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Charles  Gray,  of  Tampa,  Florida,  and 
New  York  City.  She  was  graduated  from  the 
Olean  High  School  and  took  a  degree  from  Cornell 
University.  In  1908  she  was  married  and  went  to 
live  in  New  York,  where  she  was  active  in  philan¬ 
thropic  work.  In  the  World  War  she  was  an 
ardent  relief  worker.  In  November,  1919,  she  went 
to  Serbia  as  a  member  of  the  American  Commis¬ 
sion  sent  there  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  inhabit¬ 
ants  left  destitute  by  the  hardships  of  the  war. 
The  American  relief  workers  were  obliged  to 
undergo  every  privation,  traveling  in  box  cars  and 
often  concealing  themselves  in  insanitary  places  to 
escape  hostile  elements  of  the  people.  Weakened 
by  her  experiences  and  suffering  from  influenza. 
Mrs.  Gray  was  obliged  to  give  up  her  work  and 
go  to  Paris  accompanied  by  a  physician.  For 
several  weeks  she  was  too  ill  to  attempt  the  voyage 
to  the  United  States.  Her  husband  finally  joined 
her  in  Paris  and  brought  her  to  New  York,  a  few 
weeks  before  her  death.  Her  father  died  about 
this  time  and  the  blow  was  a  severe  one  in  her 
enfeebled  state.  She  had  come  to  him  and  was 
present  at  his  end.  Her  mother  took  her  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  soon  after  for  special  medical  care.  She 
died  soon  after  arriving  in  that  city.  She  was  a 
woman  of  great  intellectual  brilliancy,  and  charm¬ 
ing  personality,  and  her  nobility  of  character  led 
to  her  untimely  death  at  the  age  of  forty-one.  2. 
Katherine  Lucille,  who  married  Mark  V.  Enright, 
of  Bradford,  and  they  are  the  parents  of :  John 
Chase,  Mary  Louise,  Lester  Vincent,  Robert  Fran¬ 
cis,  and  Angela  Patricia.  Mark  V.  Enright  is 
superintendent  of  the  Skelley  Oil  Company  of 
Texas.  Her  home  is  at  No.  9  Elm  Street,  Brad¬ 
ford,  Pennsylvania. 


JAMES  WESLEY  KING— Many  of  the 
Kings  of  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  are  of 
German  origin.  The  name  on  ancient  records  is 
Konig,  and  in  the  Pennsylvania  archives  it  appears 
as  Koenig.  To  the  family  whose  descendants 
spell  their  name  King  belongs  James  Wesley  King 
of  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania,  a  former  president 
judge  of  Armstrong  County.  Judge  King  has  been 
a  member  of  the  bar  for  forty  years,  and  during 


that  period  has  attained  an  enviable  reputation 
both  as  a  practicing  lawyer  and  as  a  member  of  the 
bench.  Judge  King  is  a  Democrat  of  the  old 
school  and  has  served  as  delegate  to  county  and 
State  conventions  of  his  party,  and  has  served  his 
city  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board. 

(I)  Mathias  King,  the  progenitor  of  the  King 
family  of  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  of 
whom  Judge  James  Wesley  King  is  a  member, 
came  to  America  from  Germany  in  1751  with  his 
two  brothers  in  the  ship  “Janet.”  He  received  a 
grant  of  land  from  the  Penns  and  settled  in  North¬ 
ampton  County.  He  was  a  corporal  in  Captain 
George  Nolf’s  company  during  the  Revolution. 
He  married  Eve  Christina  Hartzell.  He  died  in 
1807.  Their  children :  Jonathan,  George  Adam, 
of  whom  further ;  John,  Henry,  David,  Magdalene, 
married  Nicholas  Weitzel;  Catharine,  married 
John  Speilman ;  Christina,  married  Jacob  Wolf; 
Regina,  married  Isaac  Townsend. 

(II)  George  Adam  King,  son  of  Mathias  and 
Eve  C.  (Hartzell)  King,  was  bom  February  11, 
1765,  in  Nazareth  Township,  Pennsylvania,  and 
died  April  2,  1843.  He  was  one  of  the  twelve  men 
who,  with  their  wives,  organized  St.  Michael’s 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Burrell  Township, 
Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1806.  He 
married  (first)  Maria  Catherine  George,  born 
October  25,  1768,  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Susan 
George  of  Nazareth.  She  died  about  1830.  He 
married  (second),  1832,  Margaret  Shoemaker,  a 
widow.  Children:  Abraham,  born  1785;  Isaac, 
born  1786;  John  Jacob,  born  1788;  John,  of  whom 
further;  Christina,  born  1792;  Henry,  born  1794; 
Thomas;  Solomon,  born  1798;  Susannah. 

(III)  John  King,  son  of  George  Adam  and 
Maria  (George)  King,  was  born  March  27,  1790, 
and  died  in  1848.  He  was  a  farmer.  He  owned 
real  estate  in  Kittanning  Township,  Armstrong 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  man  of  consider¬ 
able  influence  in  the  community.  He  was  of  liter¬ 
ary  tastes  and  something  of  a  scholar.  At  his 
death  he  had  a  library  of  more  than  two  hundred 
volumes.  He  married  Susannah  Heilman,  born 
August  8,  1788,  daughter  of  Peter  Heilman.  He 
died  July  18,  1851.  Children:  Mary  Anne,  born 
February  24,  1811,  married  John  Heffelfinger ; 
George,  of  whom  further;  Gideon,  born  August  2, 
1814,  married  Mary  Wolf;  John,  born  May  5, 
1816,  married  Cristina  Wolf;  Selim,  born  March 
1,  1818,  died  1820;  Esther  C.,  born  January  17, 
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1820,  married  John  Woodside ;  Susannah,  born 
October  18,  1821,  married  Michael  Shall;  Lydia, 
born  September  13,  1823,  died  1823;  Eve,  born 
August  26,  1824,  married  Robert  Shall;  Helen, 
born  July  6,  1827;  Flora,  born  September  8,  1829. 

(IV)  George  King,  son  of  John  and  Susannah 
(Heilman)  King,  was  born  December  23,  1812,  and 
died  July  11,  1898.  He  taught  school  in  Kittan¬ 
ning  and  Burrell  townships,  Armstrong  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  considered  one  of  the  best 
teachers  of  his  time,  being  able  to  converse  in 
German,  Pennsylvania  Dutch  and  English.  He 
was  a  devout  churchman  and  held  many  township 
offices.  He  married,  April  13,  1837,  Mary  Ann 
Fiscus,  born  March  16,  1820,  died  January  19, 
1897,  daughter  of  William  Fiscus.  Children:  1. 
Caroline  Amelia,  born  March  25,  1838,  married 
John  Robb.  2.  Lucetta  Amanda,  born  October  26, 
1840,  married  (first)  Henry  Rupert;  married  (sec¬ 
ond)  Samuel  Woodward.  3.  Susannah  Nancy, 
born  February  14,  1843,  married  (first)  Joseph  M. 

Richard;  married  (second)  -  McMunn.  4. 

David  Luther,  born  October  19,  1845,  married  Mary 
Ann  Irwin.  5.  John  Bunyan,  born  March  26,  1848, 
married  Amanda  J.  Ashbaugh.  6.  George  Adam, 
born  August  15,  1850,  died  1851.  7.  A  daughter, 
born  September  9,  1852,  and  died  the  same  day.  8. 
Aaron  Calvin,  born  April  22,  1854,  married  Ange- 
line  Altman.  9.  Mary  Ann,  born  April  12,  1857, 
married  George  J.  Heilman.  10.  James  Wesley, 
of  whom  further.  11.  A  son,  born  May  27,  1863, 
died  the  same  day. 

(V)  James  Wesley  King,  tenth  child  of  George 
and  Mary  Ann  (Fiscus)  King,  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  29,  1859,  in  Burrell  Township,  Armstrong 
County,  Pennsylvania.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  and  Leechburg  Normal  Institute,  whence 
he  took  up  teaching  in  schools  of  Armstrong 
County  until  he  had  sufficient  money  with  which  to 
enter  Thiel  College,  Greenville,  Mercer  County, 
Pennsylvania.  He  took  up  the  study  of  law  in 
1883  under  the  preceptorship  of  E.  S.  Golden  of 
Kittanning,  who  was  held  to  be  the  best  all-round 
lawyer  in  Armstrong  County  in  his  day.  Mr.  King 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1886,  beginning  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Kittanning.  In  1914 
he  was  elected  president  judge  of  Armstrong 
County,  succeeding  J.  H.  Painter,  his  term  being 
ten  years. 

Judge  King  served  during  the  World  War  as 
chairman  of  the  Legal  Advisory  Board,  and  par¬ 


ticipated  effectively  as  a  “four-minute”  speaker. 
In  recognition  of  his  services  the  government 
awarded  him  a  certificate  of  appreciation.  Judge 
King  is  president  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Armstrong  County  Historical  Society,  and  he 
has  had  much  to  do  with  the  expansion  of  the  work 
of  that  body  and  bringing  it  to  its  present  high 
standard.  He  is  an  elder  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
at  Kittanning. 

Judge  King  married,  May  25,  1887,  Ida  Lillian 
Cooper,  born  in  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania,  daughter 
of  John  and  Sarah  (Roll)  Cooper,  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Naboth  Cooper  of  Chester  County, 
Pennsylvania,  a  half-brother  of  James  Fenimore 
Cooper,  the  author.  The  Cooper  family  came  from 
Stratford-on-Avon,  the  home  of  Shakespeare,  in 
the  seventeenth  century,  to  Philadelphia.  Children 
of  Judge  James  Wesley  and  Ida  Lillian  (Cooper) 
King:  1.  James  Perry,  born  March  8,  1889.  2. 
Fenimore  Cooper,  born  April  24,  1891. 


STANLEY  A.  GILLESPIE— There  is  little 
doubt  that  the  people  of  Greenville,  Mercer 
County,  Pennsylvania,  are  agreed  that  one  of  the 
products  of  their  community,  Stanley  Alexander 
Gillespie,  while  making  a  success,  financially  and 
positionally,  of  the  forty-two  years  of  the  life  he 
has  thus  far  lived  among  them,  has  also  reflected 
credit  upon  his  native  place  by  the  finest  type  of 
business  and  civic  integrity  and  fidelity.  No 
other  man  of  the  town  has,  perhaps,  entered  into 
the  various  high  commercial  enterprises,  educa¬ 
tional  and  charitable  endeavors  with  greater  zest 
for  real  service  than  he.  It  is  the  main  objec¬ 
tive  of  his  career  to  become  associated  with  large 
affairs  that  have  to  do  with  the  promotion  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  town,  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
his  fellows  to  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  he 
has  succeeded  in  a  great  degree  in  accomplishing 
his  aim.  Mr.  Gillespie  is  at  the  head  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  light,  heat  and  power  corporation  in  the 
county.  While  yet  in  his  ’teens  he  was  manager 
and  treasurer  of  an  important  electric  light  com¬ 
pany,  and  before  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  he  was  able  to  qualify  as  an  expert  in 
departmental  matters  of  a  lighting  and  power 
concern.  For  more  than  twenty  years  he  has  been 
the  district  manager  of  one  of  the  largest  insur¬ 
ance  companies  of  the  country,  and  in  connection 
therewith  he  has  for  a  similar  period  conducted 
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a  real  estate  business,  being  the  president  of  a 
strong  and  progressive  land  development  company. 

Stanley  Alexander  Gillespie  was  born  June  20, 
1883,  at  Greenville,  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania, 
a  son  of  Eugene  Pierce  and  Eleanor  C.  (David¬ 
son)  Gillespie.  His  father,  a  native  of  Green¬ 
ville,  born  September  24,  1852,  died  December  17, 
1899.  His  mother,  born  January  28,  1857,  in 
Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  died  January  10,  1907. 
They  were  married  November  25,  1880.  Stanley 
Alexander  Gillespie,  of  this  review,  is  their  sec¬ 
ond  child.  The  father  was  a  member  of  the 
Fifty-second  Congress,  having  been  elected  in 
1899  from  the  Twenty-eighth  District  on  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  ticket.  He  served  one  term.  He  was  an 
attorney-at-law,  and  enjoyed  a  high  standing  in 
the  circles  of  his  profession  as  well  as  among  the 
citizens  in  general  of  Mercer  County  and  the 
adjacent  counties.  He  was  a  director  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Greenville.  His  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  was  received  in  the  public  schools,  and  he 
entered  Allegheny  College,  Meadville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  1868,  and  spent  two  years  there.  In  1870 
he  matriculated  at  St.  Michael’s  College,  Toronto, 
Ontario,  when  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1872.  On  his  return  to  Greenville  he  took  up  the 
study  of  law  under  the  preceptorship  of  his  father, 
Alexander  D.  Gillespie,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Mercer  County,  August  18,  1874. 

Stanley  Alexander  Gillespie  was  a  pupil  in  the 
grade  schools  and  the  high  school  of  his  native 
Greenville.  When  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
he  lost  his  father  by  death,  and  he  obtained  em¬ 
ployment  as  a  clerk  in  the  Greenville  Gas  Com¬ 
pany,  which  position  he  held  for  two  years,  1900- 
1901.  He  made  remarkable  progress  in  this  line 
of  business,  and  in  March,  1902,  he  was  made  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer  of  the  Electric  Light,  Heat 
and  Power  Company.  In  January,  1903,  he  was 
promoted  to  manager,  retaining  the  office  of  treas¬ 
urer,  and  served  in  both  those  capacities  until 
February  1,  1905,  when  he  resigned.  On  Septem¬ 
ber  4,  1904,  he  acquired  the;  real  estate  and  insur¬ 
ance  business  of  Downs  &  Beatty,  and  took  charge 
of  the  business  on  the  day  he  withdrew  from  the 
Electric  Light  Company.  In  May,  1906,  he  bought 
the  insurance  business  of  Jay  Scott  Smith,  and 
on  April  1,  1907,  he  bought  the  insurance  busi- 
nes  of  W.  H.  Beil.  On  January  1,  1907,  the  Gil¬ 
lespie  Company  was  organized  and  Mr.  Gillespie 
was  made  president.  This  corporation  has  more 


than  thirty  agencies,  which  come  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  Mr.  Gillespie,  making  him  one  of  the  com¬ 
manding  figures  in  the  insurance  business  in  this 
section  of  the  State.  Mr.  Gillespie  is  president  of 
the  Mercer  County  Light,  Heat  and  Power  Com¬ 
pany,  a  position  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1916,  and 
is  president  of  the  Valley  Land  Company.  His  asso¬ 
ciation  with  the  Prudential  Insurance  Company  in 
1904  was  followed  by  appointment  to  district  agent 
for  the  company,  but  this  he  relinquished  some 
years  since,  having  jurisdiction  over  five  counties, 
and  in  former  days  was  general  agent  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Surety  Company  with  a  territory  of  eight 
counties  in  Pennsylvania.  He  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Fire  Insurance  Agents,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Pittsburgh  Life  Underwriters’ 
Association. 

Mr.  Gillespie  is  of  the  Democratic  political  per¬ 
suasion;  although  he  has  never  held  nor  aspired 
to  public  office,  he  has  the  interests  of  his  party 
at  heart.  During  the  World  War  he  did  a  re¬ 
markable  service  in  Mercer  County  in  the  ful¬ 
filment  of  his  duties  as  Food  Administrator  for 
the  United  States  Government,  1917-18.  An  ap¬ 
preciation  of  his  service  in  this  office  was  made 
in  an  editorial  in  the  Sharon,  Pennsylvania  “Tel¬ 
egraph”  in  1918,  which  read  as  follows  : 

Patriotism — Plus 

Mercer  County,  home  of  the  true-blue  type  of 
American  patriot,  has  just  cause  for  self-gratula- 
tion  through  the  possession  of  a  patriot  such  as 
Stanley  A.  Gillespie,  of  Greenville,  one-time  realty 
dealer. 

Mr.  Gillespie’s  example  has  been  inspiring.  He 
has  seized  a  difficult  situation  and  handled  it  with 
commendable  tact,  diplomacy  and  thoroughness. 

Where  food  administrators  in  other  districts 
have  been  searching,  confiscating  and  bringing 
trouble  to  food  hoarders,  Mr.  Gillespie  has  acted 
with  a  spirit  of  utmost  fairness — and  “The  Tele¬ 
graph”  believes — has  accomplished  greater  results 
than  the  rush-and-bustle  administrators. 

Where  the  iron  hand  of  the  law  was  needed, 
it  was  found  within  the  velvet  grip  of  the  official. 
He  has  given  his  time,  his  money  and  his  truly 
great  energies  to  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
warring  Allies  by  conserving  food  at  home.  He 
has  done  this  at  a  great  financial  sacrifice  and  has 
been  as  truly  a  fire-line  soldier  of  the  country  as 
many  a  man  carrying  a  rifle. 

Mercer  County  may  well  be  proud  of  so  diplo¬ 
matic  and  patriotic  a  son. 

Mr.  Gillespie  is  a  trustee  of  Thiel  College,  of 
Greenville  Hospital,  of  Shenango  Valley  Ceme- 
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tery,  of  the  Greenville  Public  Library,  a  director 
of  the  Greenville  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  a 
member  of  the  advisory  board  of  the  Salvation 
Army.  He  is  a  member  of  Alhambra  Lodge,  No. 
293,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Greenville  Rotary  Club,  of  which 
he  was  president  for  two  years ;  a  member  of  the 
Greenville  Country  Club  and  the  Youngstown 
(Ohio)  Country  Club.  His  religious  affiliation  is 
with  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Gillespie  married,  October  20,  1909,  at  Al¬ 
lentown,  Pennsylvania,  Bess  Eliza  Anthony, 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Anna  Beck  (Hall¬ 
man)  Anthony.  They  have  two  children:  x. 
Nancy  Jane,  born  May  1,  1914.  2.  Eugene  Pierce, 
born  September  8,  1919. 


DR.  ROY  L.  HOUCK — The  foremost  inter¬ 
ests  of  pharmacy  have  engaged  Dr.  Houck’s  un¬ 
divided  attention  throughout  the  successful  period 
of  his  training  with  well-known  druggists  and  the 
establishment  of  his  present  business  at  Portage. 
No  druggist  in  the  State  is  more  dependably  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  reliable  compounding  of  drugs,  or 
with  the  direction  of  the  affairs  of  a  more  up-to- 
date  and  thoroughly  equipped  pharmacy. 

Dr.  Roy  L.  Houck,  the  son  of  George  F.  Houck, 
who  was  a  farmer,  and  Sarah  (Butterbaugh) 
Houck,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  was  born 
June  1,  1882,  in  Indiana  County,  where  he  attended 
the  public  and  high  schools,  afterwards  graduating 
at  the  University  of  Maryland,  with  his  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Pharmacy,  in  the  class  of  1908.  Dr. 
Houck  from  that  time  forward  was  associated 
with  various  drug  stores  in  Indiana  County;  and 
in  1911  he  established  his  own  drug  store  in  Port¬ 
age,  which  has  since  been  succeeded  by  a  more  ex¬ 
tensive  and  elaborate  headquarters,  the  leading  one 
in  the  township. 

In  political  matters  Dr.  Houck  is  a  Republican, 
and  he  casts  his  vote  in  that  party’s  interests 
though  he  has  not  held  political  office.  His  fra¬ 
ternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  in  all  the  bodies  of  that  order,  including 
the  Consistory  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite  of  the  thirty-second  degree,  and  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias;  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Shrine  Club,  of  Altoona;  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Leb¬ 
anon,  and  the  Acacia  Club.  His  religious  faith 
is  that  of  the  Evangelistic  Church. 


Dr.  Roy  L.  Houck  married,  in  1911,  at  Portage, 
Hetty  Mahaffey,  and  they  are  the  parents  of : 
Dorothy,  Julia  and  Roy  L.,  Jr. 


P.  J.  HACKETT — Like  many  men  whose  oc¬ 
cupation  is  indoors,  and  who  find  inspiration  for 
their  work  in  recreation,  the  hobbies  of  P.  J. 
Hackett,  of  Cresson,  Pennsylvania,  are  golf  and 
baseball.  Mr.  Hackett  was  born  April  20,  1889,  at 
Johnstown,  in  this  State.  His  father,  Patrick 
Hackett,  deceased,  was  a  smelter,  and  his  mother, 
also  deceased,  was  Ann  (Hughes)  Hackett.  His 
education  began  in  the  parochial  school  of  Johns¬ 
town,  from  which  he  entered  the  St.  Vincent’s  Col¬ 
lege  of  Johnstown,  graduating  from  this  institu¬ 
tion  with  the  class  of  1909.  His  first  employment 
was  as  a  clerk  in  the  United  States  National  Bank 
in  Johnstown,  where  he  remained  but  a  short  time, 
changing  to  the  First  National  Bank  as  teller,  and 
was  bookkeeper  in  addition  to  the  other  employ¬ 
ment  until  1922,  when  he  came  to  Cresson  as  cash¬ 
ier  of  the  Farmers’  National  Bank.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  of  the 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  In  politics  Mr.  Hackett  is 
a  Republican.  In  religion  he  is  a  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic. 

In  1916  Mr.  Hackett  married  Nora  L.  Warren, 
and  they  have  five  children :  Paul,  Ann,  .Nora, 
Elizabeth,  and  an  infant. 


LEONARD  S.  JONES,  a  leading  attorney  of 
Ebensburg,  has  attained  his  position  in  the  civic 
life  of  the  community  by  study,  industry  and  care¬ 
ful  attention  to  the  demands  of  every  conscien¬ 
tious  citizen.  He  was  born  December  27,  1873,  in 
Ebensburg,  a  son  of  Thomas  L.  and  Martha  Jones, 
undoubtedly  of  Welsh  descent.  Reared  on  a 
farm,  the  son  shared  in  the  cares  and  duties  of 
rural  youth,  thus  developing  a  sound  physique, 
and  learning  the  value  of  industry  and  intelligent 
application.  Under  the  wise  guidance  of  his  par¬ 
ents,  he  sought  to  increase  his  store  of  knowledge 
and  prepare  himself  for  a  useful  career.  He 
passed  through  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  Millersville  State  Normal  School,  and 
made  teaching  his  occupation  for  a  period  of  ten 
years,  in  the  Hastings  public  schools.  Desiring  to 
prepare  himself  for  the  practice  of  law,  he  en¬ 
tered  the  office  of  Samuel  L.  Reed,  now  judge  of 
the  Ebensburg  County  Orphans’  Court,  and  there 
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industriously  pursued  his  studies.  In  1911,  he 
was  admitted  to  practice,  and  opened  an  office  in 
the  Barker  Building  in  Ebensburg,  where  he  has 
since  continued,  and  enjoys  his  share  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  patronage.  At  present  he  is  solicitor  of  the 
county  commissioners.  A  steadfast  Republican, 
Mr.  Jones  has  endeavored,  through  his  party,  to 
foster  the  best  management  of  public  affairs  and  to 
promote  patriotic  sentiment  and  action  at  all  times 
and  in  all  concerns.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Cam¬ 
bria  County  School  Board,  and  thus  is  able  to 
further  the  cause  of  education  in  his  home  com¬ 
munity.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
affiliating  with  all  the  bodies  up  to  and  including 
the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  of  the  Shrine  Club, 
of  Altoona,  and  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  His 
religious  association  is  with  the  First  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  of  Ebensburg,  the  first  church  of 
that  sect  within  the  borders  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
its  elevating  influences  are  ably  supported  by  him. 


PRESTON  STEELE,  M.  D.— Among  the 
professional  men  of  Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  Dr. 
Preston  Steele  has  not  alone  attained  success  in 
the  field  of  his  chosen  calling,  but  is  prominent 
and  active  in  the  civic,  financial,  fraternal,  and  social 
activities  of  this  section.  A  man  of  keen  mind, 
his  energy  is  superabundant,  and  finds  an  outlet  in 
various  energetic  services  for  his  community.  A 
son  of  an  oil  man,  and  born  and  bred  in  this  region, 
Dr.  Steele  took  up  his  medical  studies  in  Ohio, 
and  on  taking  up  his  professional  career  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  Greenville,  where  he  has  since 
identified  himself  with  every  activity  that  tends 
towards  the  progress  and  betterment  of  condi¬ 
tions  and  the  welfare  of  the  people.  He  serves 
the  community  in  official  capacity  as  deputy  cor¬ 
oner;  is  a  director  in  an  important  financial  in¬ 
stitution  that  caters  to  the  interests  of  farmers 
and  merchants;  has  membership  in  fraternal  or¬ 
ganizations  that  give  protection  to  the  working 
men,  and  is  allied  with  County  and  State  Medical 
associations,  and  with  the  social  out-of-doors  club 
of  Greenville.  Dr.  Steele,  in  choosing  his  field  of 
endeavor,  chose  that  which  would  mean  to  him 
the  greatest  service  to  mankind.  It  has  also  meant 
an  occupation  that  has  developed  in  him  the 
highest  qualities  of  his  nature,  and  the  deepest 
and  noblest  traits  in  his  character — sympathy, 


understanding,  humanitarianism.  Perhaps  there  is 
no  profession  where  a  man  comes  in  such  close 
touch  with  his  fellows;  and  in  his  faith  and  sym¬ 
pathy  in  human  nature,  a  doctor  has  within  his 
hands  a  tremendous  power  for  doing  good.  His 
is  the  hand  that  brings  comfort  in  all  the  great 
crises  of  life;  his  the  mind  that  gives  hope  in 
times  of  illness  or  sorrow;  his  the  spirit  that  sus¬ 
tains  in  the  hours  of  human  anguish,  when  waiting 
humanity  attends  the  entrances  and  the  exits  of 
souls  dear  to  them.  The  doctor’s  work  is  a  great 
work,  and  Dr.  Steele  is  nobly  fulfilling  the  func¬ 
tions  of  his  sphere. 

Dr.  Preston  Steele  was  born  October  28,  1870, 
at  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Oliver  B.  and 
Mary  Steele,  his  father  being  engaged  in  the  oil 
business,  and  the  family  well  known  and  highly 
respected  in  the  community.  The  son  received  his 
education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  his 
native  city,  and  attended  Cleveland  Medical  Col¬ 
lege  and  the  University  of  Ohio,  where  he  fitted 
himself  for  his  professional  career,  that  of  med¬ 
icine  and  surgery,  which  he  has  followed  since  his 
graduation  from  these  institutions.  Dr.  Steele 
is  an  example  of  the  modern  trend  of  scientific 
thought,  for  he  does  not  believe  that  a  physician 
and  surgeon  cannot  be  interested  keenly  in  busi¬ 
ness.  He  takes  great  interest  in  the  Farmers’  and 
Merchants’  Trust  Company,  of  Greenville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  resides.  He  takes  an  active 
part  in  community  life,  and  can  always  be  relied 
upon  to  lend  his  support  to  any  movement  for 
civic  betterment.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
145,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
though  his  duties  are  so  heavy  that  he  has  not  a 
great  deal  of  time  for  lodge  attendance.  In  pol¬ 
itics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  holds  the  office  of 
deputy  coroner.  He  belongs  to  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Medical  Association  and  the  Greenville 
Country  Club.  By  religious  faith  he  is  a  Pres¬ 
byterian. 

Dr.  Preston  Steele  married,  June  3,  1896,  at 
Titusville,  Pennsylvania,  Lida  Paden,  daughter  of 
William  and  Olive  Paden. 


GEORGE  HENRY  DANA,  deceased,  was 
one  of  the  important  oil  producing  operators  of 
Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  family  is  a  well 
known  and  established  one,  and  where  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Louise  (Bergen)  Dana,  is  still  interested 
in  the  production  of  oil.  Mr.  Dana  is  descended 
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from  French  ancestry,  long  seated  in  Alsace-Lor¬ 
raine,  the  province  that  has  been  much  disputed 
between  France  and  Germany,  and  to-day  restored 
to  France  through  the  World  War. 

Anthony  Dana,  grandfather  of  George  Henry 
Dana,  was  born  of  French  parents  in  Alsace,  in 

1793,  and  came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  East 
Eden,  Erie  County,  New  York,  where  he  died  in 
1865.  His  trade  was  that  of  glazier,  but  he  sub¬ 
sequently  became  a  farmer,  having  purchased  a 
farm  in  East  Eden,  near  Buffalo.  He  was  a  Dem¬ 
ocrat  in  his  politics,  but  lived  a  quiet  life  devoid 
of  participation  in  public  affairs.  He  was  a  de¬ 
voted  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  as 
was  also  his  wife,  Annie,  also  born  in  Alsace,  in 

1794,  and  died  in  East  Eden  in  1869.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  the  sixth,  George,  of 
whom  further. 

George  Dana,  son  of  Anthony  and  Annie  Dana, 
was  born  in  Alsace,  France,  December  27,  1824, 
and  died  in  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  February  10, 
1910.  He  was  four  years  of  age  when  his  par¬ 
ents  came  to  the  United  States,  and  settled  near 
Buffalo,  in  East  Eden,  New  York.  Here  he  was 
educated  and  grew  to  manhood,  and  on  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  education  he  secured  a  position  as 
steward  on  a  lake  steamer,  sailing  outl  of  Buffalo, 
a  position  that  he  held  for  several  years ;  after¬ 
wards,  and  until  1877,  he  was  engaged  in  farming. 
In  the  latter  year  he  located  in  Bradford,  where 
he  kept  a  hotel  and  became  interested  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  oil.  He  belonged  to  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church,  as  did  also  his  wife.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Fisher,  born  February  14,  1826,  in  one 
of  the  Rhine  provinces,  Germany ;  she  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  when  young,  by  her  father, 
who  settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  died  in  1840.  She 
died  March  13,  1893.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  the  eldest  being  George  Henry,  of 
whom  further. 

George  Henry  Dana,  son  of  George  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (Fisher)  Dana,  was  bom  December  31,  1844, 
at  Buffalo,  New  York,  died  February  5,  1905,  and 
was  buried  at  Oak  Hill  Cemetery  at  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  successful  oil  producer, 
and  was  actively  interested  in  his  community,  do¬ 
ing  much  for  its  welfare  and  progress,  and  earn¬ 
ing  the  esteem  of  his  fellows.  He  is  survived  by 
his  widow  and  three  of  their  children,  and  also  by 
his  brother,  Lawrence  Johni  Dana  (q.  v.). 

George  Henry  Dana  married  Louise  Bergen, 


daughter  of  George  and  Marie  (Wurslin)  Ber¬ 
gen,  of  Hamburg,  New  York.  Her  father  and 
mother  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  where  they 
were  married,  and  where  their  two  eldest  chil¬ 
dren  were  born.  They  came  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  here,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Mary;  Frederick;  both  born 
in  Germany;  the  others  in  America:  George; 
Louise,  now  the  widow  of  Mr.  Dana ;  Minnie ; 
Amelia;  Charles;  and  Julia,  who  married  (first) 
G.  A.  Platt;  (second)  C.  W.  Decker,  both  de¬ 
ceased.  Mrs.  Decker  resides  with  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Dana,  these  two  sisters  being  the  only  surviving 
members  of  their  family.  The  home  residence  is 
at  No.  205  Congress  Street,  Bradford,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Mrs.  Dana  is  active  in  the  work  of  car¬ 
rying  on  interests  in  oil  production.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dana  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren  :  1.  Louise,  married  Joseph  Diem,  an  oil  pro¬ 
ducer  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Arthur,  mar¬ 
ried  Edith  Murray;  he  is  stationed  at  Cheyenne, 
Wyoming,  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  and 
is  also  a  producer  of  oil  in  Western  oil  fields. 
3.  Frederick,  an  oil  producer  of  Bradford;  mar¬ 
ried  Anna  Caswell.  4.  Earl  N.,  married  Lillian 
Crooker ;  he  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years. 


LAWRENCE  J.  DANA  is  prominent  in  local 
affairs  in  the  city  of  Derrick,  Pennsylvania,  hav¬ 
ing  come  here  from  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  1878, 
where  he  was  also  well  known,  as  was  his  father 
before  him  in  that  vicinity.  His  grandfather,  An¬ 
thony  Dana,  came  to  America  from  Alsace-Lor¬ 
raine,  France,  and  settled  near  Buffalo,  New 
York.  He  was  a  glazier  by  trade  and  an  all- 
around  mechanic ;  he  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years,  his  children  being :  Anthony ;  Cath¬ 
erine  ;  Lawrence ;  Elizabeth ;  George,  of  whom 
further;  Peter;  Blass;  Nicholas;  John;  and  Wil¬ 
liam. 

George  Dana,  son  of  Anthony  Dana,  was  born 
in  Alsace-Lorraine,  France,  and  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try  with  his  parents  when  he  was  a  child.  He  be¬ 
came  a  steamboat  man,  on  the  Great  Lakes,  and 
lived  in  Buffalo;  later  he  became  a  farmer  near 
Buffalo,  until  1877,  when  he  came  to  Gilmore, 
McKean  County,  Pennsylvania;  in  the  oil  fields, 
where  he  conducted  a  hotel,  and  was  also  an  oil 
producer.  He  subsequently  retired  from  active 
life,  and  moved  to  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  died  in  February,  1910.  He  married  Elizabeth 
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Fisher,  who  died  March  13,  1893,  aged  sixty-six 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  George  H.  (q.  v.).;  Frank  W. ;  Nich¬ 
olas;  Lawrence  J.,  of  whom  further;  Elizabeth, 
and  Anna  and  Emma,  twins. 

Lawrence  J.  Dana,  son  of  George  and  Eliza¬ 
beth,  (Fisher)  Dana,  was  born  April  12,  1852,  at 
Buffalo,  New  York.  He  followed  the  tinning 
trade  for  four  years,  and  then  entered  the  gro¬ 
cery  business,  which  he  followed  for  three  years. 
In  1878,  he  came  to  Gilmore,  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  with  his  father,  in  the  hotel  business,  and  also 
in  the  oil  producing  business,  and  he  still  follows 
this  line  of  industry,  holding  leases  in  Knapp 
Creek.  He  is  active  in  local  affairs,  giving  his 
interest  in  all  matters  that  are  for  the  benefit 
of  the  community,  as  did  his  forebears  before 
him.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows;  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  hav¬ 
ing  been  for  fifteen  years  a  delegate  to  their  State 
conventions ;  and  of  Bradford  Council,  Knights  of 
Columbus.  In  his  politics  he  is  an  independent. 

Lawrence  J.  Dana  married  (first),  in  1874, 
Louisa  Nabor,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three 
children:  1.  Lawrence  G.,  of  Derrick  City  (q.  v.). 
2.  Ida,  married  Louis  Marck,  and  living  in  Brad¬ 
ford,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Milton,  who  died  Novem¬ 
ber  13,  1880.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
November  2,  1880.  Mr.  Dana  married  (second), 
May  1,  1888,  Margaret  Ellen  Frank,  daughter  of 
Martin  Frank.  She  was  born  January  6,  1869,  in 
St.  Petersburg,  Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania,  to 
which  place  her  father  had  come  as  a  young  man. 
He  served  throughout  the  Civil  War,  in  a  Penn¬ 
sylvania  regiment,  and  was  burned  to  death  near 
St.  Petersburg,  in  March,  1872.  His  wife  was 
Rachel  Perry,  born  in  Mahoning,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1849,  died  in  Derrick  City,  March  11,  1899.  Their 
children  were.-1  1.  Charles  Henry,  died  in  1878.  2. 
Margaret  Ellen,  above  mentioned,  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Dana.  3.  Lillian,  born  May  1,  1871 ;  married  Fred 
Acre,  and  resided  at  Punxsutawney,  Pennsylvania. 
They  had  a  child,  George,  born  in  July,  1899,  died 
February  7,  1913. 


LAWRENCE  G.  DANA,  a  well  known  oil 
producer  of  Derrick  City,  is  a  descendant  of  the 
family  that  springs  from  French  ancestors,  long 
seated  in  Alsace,  that  much  disputed  province 
which  France  lost  to  Germany  during  the  Franco- 
Prussian  War,  and  which  she  again  regained  dur¬ 


ing  the  great  World  War  recently  closed.  His 
great-grandfather  was  Anthony  Dana,  who  was 
born  of  French  parents  in  Alsace,  in  1793.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  East 
Eden,  Erie  County,  New  York,  where  he  died  in 
1865.  He  was  a  glazier  by  trade,  but  later  bought 
a  farm  in  East  Eden.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  pol¬ 
itics,  but  lived  a  quiet  life  devoted  to  his  family 
and  friends,  and  did  not  seek  active  participation 
in  public  affairs.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  as  was  also  his  wife.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Annie,  also  born  in  Alsace,  in  1794,  died  in 
East  Eden  in  1869.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  the  sixth,  George,  of  whom  further. 

George  Dana,  son  of  Anthony  and  Annie  Dana, 
was  born  in  Alsace,  December  27,  1824,  and  died 
in  Pennsylvania,  February  10,  1910.  He  was  four 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  East  Eden,  New  York.  He 
was  educated  in  East  Eden  and  here  grew  to  man¬ 
hood.  He  secured  a  position  as  steward  on  a 
lake  steamer  sailing  out  of  Buffalo,  and  held  this 
position  for  several  years,  subsequently,  in  1877, 
becoming  engaged  in  farming.  In  that  year  he 
located  in  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  kept 
a  hotel,  and  became  interested  in  the  production 
of  oil.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church,  as  was  his  wife.  He  married  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Fisher,  born  February  14,  1826,  in  one  of 
the  Rhine  provinces,  Germany;  she  was  brought  to 
the  United  States  when  young  by  her  father,  who 
settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  died  in  1840.  She  died 
March  13,  1893.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  th£  first-born  being  George  Henry  (q.  v.)  ; 
the  fourth  being  Lawrence  John,  of  whom  further. 

Lawrence  John  Dana  (q.  v.).  fourth  son  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  (Fisher)  Dana,  was  the 
father  of  Lawrence  George  Dana,  of  whom 
further. 

Lawrence  George  Dana,  son  of  Lawrence  John 
and  Louisa  (Nabor)  Dana,  was  born  at  East  Eden, 
New  York,  March  17,  1876.  He  attended  the 
schools  of  Langford,  New  York,  and  Gonavda 
Academy,  and  on  the  completion  of  his  education 
he  entered  the  oil  business,  and  his  life’s  work 
has  been  confined  to  that  field  of  endeavor.  He 
purchased  his  first  lease  in  1899,  and  has  become 
one  of  the  most  prominent  oil  producers  now  in  the 
Bradford  fields.  He  is  also  a  drilling  contractor 
with  Samuel  Wagner,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Dana  &  Wagner.  Mr.  Dana  is  an  independent  in 
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his  politics,  and  is  active  in  the  civic  life  of  his 
section.  He  served  for  nine  years  as  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  of  Foster  Township,  McKean 
County,  Pennnsylvania ;  was  treasurer  of  the 
County  School  Directors’  Association  for  one 
term;  and  has  been  active  in  various  organized 
bodies  that  stand  for  the  development  and  prog¬ 
ress  of  the  community.  He  is  one  of  the  very 
successful  business  men,  and  is  as  popular  as  he  is 
successful,  and  holds  membership  in  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  being  a  member  of  Bradford  Council, 
No.  403 ;  he  is  a  past  officer,  and  was  District 
Deputy  of  the  Seventh  District.  He  is  also  a  past 
officer  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Lawrence  G.  Dana  married,  in  1900,  Mary  A. 
Caufield,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary  A. 
Caufield,  of  Allegany,  New  York,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  Milton  L.  2.  Helen. 
3.  Richard  J.  4.  Margaret.  5.  Earl  G.  6.  Law¬ 
rence  G.,  Jr.  The  Dana  residence  is  a  modern 
home  at  Derrick  City. 


MILTON  CARL  DUNNICK,  M.  D.— Born 
November  15,  1878,  in  York  County,  Pennsylvania, 
Dr.  Milton  Carl  Dunnick,  after  the  usual  period  in 
the  public  schools,  entered  Stewartstown  Collegiate 
Institute,  and  from  that  institution  he  taught  pub¬ 
lic  school  for  two  years,  after  which  he  went  to 
Baltimore  Medical  College  from  which  he  gradu¬ 
ated  in  the  class  of  1905  with  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  cum  laude.  His  first  practice  as  a 
physician  was  in  Shrewsbury,  this  State,  where  he 
remained  for  twelve  years.  In  1917  Dr.  Dunnick 
came  to  Nanty-glo,  where  he  has  since  continued 
the  general  practice  of  medicine.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Cambria  County  Medical  Society,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Medical  Society,  and  the  American 
Medical  Association.  In  politics  Dr.  Dhnnick  is  a 
Republican.  In  fraternal  circles  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  has  attained  the 
thirty-second  degree  and  belongs  to  all  the  Masonic 
bodies,  including  the  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
of  the  Ebensburg  Golf  Club,  and  golf  is  his  hobby. 
His  father,  Charles  Dunnick,  a  farmer  and  car¬ 
penter,  is  deceased.  His  mother,  Elizabeth  Ann 
(Leib)  Dunnick,  is  also  deceased. 

On  June  28,  1916,  Dr.  Dunnick  married  Helen 
Hoshall,  daughter  of  Judge  Hoshall,  of  Baltimore 
County,  Maryland,  and  they  have  two  children : 


Elizabeth  Elinor,  born  February  14,  1920;  and 
Helen  Ruth,  born  October  24,  1922. 


The  Farmers’  National  Bank  of  Freeport  was 

established  in  1904  by  a  group  of  the  leading 
business  men  and  prosperous  farmers  of  Freeport 
and  vicinity,  the  first  location  for  business  being 
in  the  old  General  Anderson  three-story  brick 
building,  corner  of  Fifth  and  High  streets,  when 
the  double  parlors  were  used  for  banking  purposes. 

Owing  to  the  steady  growth  of  the  bank’s  busi¬ 
ness,  larger  quarters  became  necessary  and  the 
bank  purchased  the  building,  remodeling  it  from 
top  to  bottom,  the  entire  ground  floor,  45x60  feet, 
now  being  occupied  by  the  bank.  The  banking 
quarters  are  equipped  with  a  strong  electrically 
protected  vault,  large  lobby,  ladies’  room,  coupon 
booths,  etc.  There  are  five  suites  of  apartments 
and  two  offices  on  the  upper  floors,  all  occupied. 
The  bank  building  is  one  of  the  most  commodious 
and  up-to-date  in  the  county. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  bank  is  $50,000,  surplus, 
$50,000;  deposits  upwards  of  $1,000,000,  and  re¬ 
sources  of  more  than  $1,250,000,  the  last  sale  of 
the  stock  being  at  $175  per  share.  Thomas  G. 
Cornell  has  been  the  president  and  W.  Fred  Turner, 
vice-president,  since  the  date  of  the  organization. 
H.  C.  Brenneman,  2d  vice-president,  succeeded  his 
father  to  that  office.  F.  K.  Weaver,  the  present 
cashier,  has  held  that  position  for  the  past  twenty 
years,  having  succeeded  Daniel  H.  Core  who  re¬ 
signed  that  office  in  1905.  Of  the  stockholders  of 
the  bank  more  than  one-third  are  genuine  farmers. 

During  the  World  War  the  bank  exceeded  its 
alloted  quota  for  the  sale  of  Liberty  Bonds  in 
every  drive.  Two  of  the  bank’s  employes  served 
in  the  late  war,  Clarence  E.  Hoak,  teller,  who  held 
the  rank  of  sergeant-major  at  Battalion  Head¬ 
quarters,  Camp  Greenleaf,  Georgia,  and  Paul  I. 
Weaver,  son  of  the  cashier,  a  sniper,  observer 
and  scout,  who  was  killed  in  the  Argonne  offensive 
in  France.  Sons  of  three  of  the  directors  were  also 
in  the  service :  Thomas  H.  Cornell,  who  was  in  the 
artillery  overseas,  William  G.  Heiner,  who  was  in 
the  artillery  and  about  to  embark  for  overseas 
when  the  Armistice  was  signed,  and  James  A. 
Brenneman  in  the  navy. 

The  bank’s  endeavor  to  live  up  to  its  slogan  of 
“The  Bank  of  Friendly  Service”  has  won  for  it 
many  friends  and  has  been  a  great  factor  in  its 
steady  growth. 
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THOMAS  CUNNINGHAM  COCHRAN— 

Among  the  leaders  of  the  bar  in  Mercer1  County, 
Pennsylvania,  is  Thomas  Cunningham  Cochran, 
who  was  born  in  Sheakleyvillle,  that  county,  No¬ 
vember  30,  1877.  His  father  was  Wilson  Henry 
Cochran,  and  his  mother  Elizabeth  Eve  (Robinson) 
Cochran.  The  father  was  of  Scotch-Irish  origin, 
although  born  in  Mercer  County;  and  the  mother 
a  native  of  Mifflin  County,  Pennsylvania.  She 
was  of  English  origin  on  her  father’s  side  and  of 
German  on  her  mother’s  side. 

Thomas  C.  Cochran,  the  grandfather,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Sandy  Creek  Township,  Mercer  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  a  farmer  and  merchant  of 
Sheakleyville — widely  known  and  highly  success¬ 
ful  in  his  day  and  generation.  His  father,  Robert 
Cochran,  was  a  pioneer  settler  of  Mercer  County, 
Pennsylvaffla,  who  chose  a  home  within  its  borders 
before  the  organization  had  been  effected.  He  ob¬ 
tained  a  goodly  tract  of  land,  his  homestead  farm 
remaining  still  in  possession  of  his  descendants. 
Wilson  H.  Cochran  was  a  member  of  the  bar. 
He  was  born  January  4,  1853,  and  died  October 
24,  1901.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Mercer 
in  1880,  and  practiced  until  his  death.  He  was 
district  attorney  for  one  term,  and  assistant  to  his 
successor  in  trying  a  case  which  was  the  first  time 
a  person  was  found  guilty  of  murder  in  the  first 
degree  in  Mercer  County.  His  son,  as  district 
attorney,  tried  the  second  case  of  the  kind  to  oc¬ 
cur  in  the  county.  Mr.  Cochran  was  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  active  in  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife  was  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Eve  Cochran.  Their  children  are:  Thomas 
Cunningham,  of  whom  further;  John  K.,  civil 
engineer;  Wilson  H.,  oil  producer;  and  Mary  E., 
wife  of  Charles  P.  English. 

Thomas  Cunningham  Cochran  attended  the  Mer¬ 
cer  common  schools,  the  Mercer  High  School,  and 
was  graduated  in  1901  from  Westminster  College,  at 
New  Wilmington,  Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania, 
when  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
He  taught  a  country  school  in  Hickory  Township, 
Mercer  County,  and  taught  Greek  and  constitu¬ 
tional  law  at  Mercer  Academy,  Mercer,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Mercer 
County  October  19,  1903,  and  has  practiced  in 
Mercer  from  that  time  to  the  present.  A  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics,  he  served  from  1906  to  1909  as 
district  attorney.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Theta 
Upsilon  Omega  National  College  Fraternity;  the 
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Wanango  Country  Club  at  Franklin,  the  Green¬ 
ville  Country  Club  of  Greenville,  and  of  the  Sec¬ 
ond  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Mercer. 

Mr.  Cochran  married,  August  15,  1906,  at 
Vienna,  Trumbull'  County,  Ohio,  Olive  Belle  Pier¬ 
son,  daughter  of  Charles  Alphonso  and  Mary 
(Strain)  Pierson.  Mrs.  Cochran  is  a  prominent 
and  active  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Revolution ;  and  a  delegate  to  the  convention 
held  in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  in  1925. 
They  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  Wilson 
Henry,  born  September  27,  1907;  Charles  Edward, 
born  February  16,  1909;  Elizabeth  Cornelia,  born 
March  5,  1912 ;  Olive  Amanda,  born  August  4, 
1914;  and  Thomas  Cunningham,  Jr.,  born  June 
4,  1920.  Mr.  Cochran’s  address  is  Mercer,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 


FRANK  LAIRD  HAYMAKER  HARVEY 

was  born  in  Murrysville,  Westmoreland  County, 
December  28,  1866.  His  ancestry  on  his  mother’s 
side  was  German  and  Quaker,  and  on  his  father’s 
side  Scotch-Irish.  The  Haymakers,  his  mother’s 
family,  were  of  the  best  county  stock,  people  of 
substantial  qualities  in  every  respect.  John  Hay¬ 
maker,  his  grandfather,  was  an  elder  in  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  and  had  thirteen  children,  and  to 
these  he  added  from  time  to  time  from  the  home¬ 
less  orphans  of  the  neighborhood  until  it  is  said 
he  raised  thirteen  more  in  addition  to  his  own. 

The  Harveys  were  keen  of  intellect  and  Grand¬ 
father  Harvey  was  an  inventor  of  parts.  The  story 
goes  that  he  should  have  received  the  credit  for  the 
invention  of  the  Roller  Flour  Mill  process.  Judge 
Harvey  therefore  came  into  the  world  well  en¬ 
dowed  with  natural  ability  as  well  as  integrity  and 
his  life  has  been  full  of  the  fruits  of  such  an  in¬ 
heritance.  The  family  moved  to  Foxburg  during 
the  early  oil  excitement,  and  Clarion  County  be¬ 
came  the  field  of  Judge  Harvey’s  activities.  Of 
course  by  the  nature  of  things  he  became  more  or 
less  of  an  oil  operator,  but  he  was  equally  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  development  of  the  county  from  an 
agricultural  standpoint  and  to  this  end  he  and  his 
brother,  H.  R.  Harvey,  are  promoting  a  com¬ 
mercial  fruit  orchard,  covering  many  acres,  hop¬ 
ing  that  it  may  be  a  guide  post  to  further  develop¬ 
ment  along  these  lines.  He  has  worked  for  thirty- 
five  years  for  the  cause  of  good  roads  and  during 
most  of  that  time  has  given  of  his  time  as  a  road 
supervisor,  and  it  was  through  his  efforts  that 
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Foxburg  had  the  first  stretch  of  good  roads  in 
Clarion  County  back  in  1911.  He  has  worked  for 
more  than  twenty  years  for  the  development  of  the 
Allegheny  River  as  an  inland  waterway  and  for  the 
proposed  canal  from  Erie  to  Pittsburgh  via  French 
Creek  and  the  Allegheny  River.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  and  builders  of  the  Foxburg  Bank, 
and  was  for  years  the  resident  manager  of  the 
Fox  Estate.  It  was  in  order  to  do  his  work  with 
these  two  institutions  more  intelligently  that  he 
studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1901. 
Because  of  his  integrity  his  legal  practice  grew 
with  the  years  until  finally  in  1923  he  was  elected 
President  Judge  of  the  Courts  of  Clarion  County. 
He  has  worked  for  thirty-five  years  for  the  cause 
of  good  books,  both  in  connection  with  the  Free 
Library  at  Foxburg  and  for  libraries  everywhere. 
Incidentally  he  married,  in  1911,  a  librarian,  Helen 
Underwood  Price,  of  Kent,  Ohio,  but  at  that  time 
consulting  librarian  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  have  one  son,  born  in  1913,  Frank  Laird 
Harvey,  Jr. 

Judge  Harvey  has  been  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School 
for  more  than  twenty  years  and  for  nearly  half 
that  time  its  president.  He  was  for  years  president 
of  both  the  Foxburg  Water  Company  and  the 
Clymer  Water  Company  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  for  several  years  a  member  of  the  State 
Forestry  Commission  and  has  been  a  staunch 
friend  of  Forestry  always,  and,  together  with  J. 
M.  Fox,  has  done  extensive  work  in  reforestation 
in  Foxburg  and  vicinity. 

Judge  Harvey  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Foxburg  but  is  not,  nor  never  has  been, 
a  sectarian,  “a  man’s  a  man  for  ’a  that”  always  to 
Judge  Harvey.  In  all  his  doings  this  man  of  the 
people  is  constructive  rather  than  destructive,  and 
through  all,  and  in  all,  sane,  well-balanced  and 
fair,  whether  to  friend  or  foe. 


DR.  JOSIAH  F.  BUZZARD’S  association 
with  general  practice  at  Portage  has  been  accom¬ 
panied  with  expressions  of  public  satisfaction  for 
the  continued  evidences  of  his  skill  and  ability  in 
all  branches  of  medical  science.  An  active  member 
of  many  professional  societies,  he  has  the  good-will 
of  his  colleagues  and  of  the  large  circle  of  friends 
that  he  has  made  in  his  professional  and  civic  life. 

Dr.  Josiah  F.  Buzzard,  the  son  of  Edward  Buz¬ 
zard,  a  mail  carrier,  of  Stroudsburg,  and  Alice 


(Whitsell)  Buzzard,  was  born  March  30,  1891, 
at  Stroudsburg,  where  he  attended  the  Franklin 
Marshall  Special  School.  He  prepared  for  his 
profession  at  the  Medical  School  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  graduated  in 
1915,  with  his  medical  degree,  and  then  served 
as  an  interne  for  a  year  in  the  Memorial  Hospital, 
at  Johnstown.  Dr.  Buzzard  established  his  offices 
at  Portage  for  general  practice  in  1916. 

At  the  call  of  the  World  War,  Dr.  Buzzard 
served  in  the  United  States  Army  Medical  Corps 
at  base  hospitals,  and  he  received  a  lieutenant’s 
commission.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the 
Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America;  with  the  college 
fraternities,  Phi  Kappa  Sigma,  and  Phi  Rho 
Sigma;  and  the  professional  societies,  American 
Medical  Association,  Pennsylvania  State  Medical 
Society,  and  Cambria  County  Medical  Society. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

Dr.  Josiah  F.  Buzzard  married,  June  23,  1917, 
Edith  R.  Walton;  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
Janet  M.,  Louise  E.,  who  is  now  deceased;  and 
William  S. 


ANDERSON  H.  WALTERS— Widely  known 
as  the  owner  of  the  “Tribune”  of  Johnstown,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  prominent  in  that  section  of  the  State 
in  business  and  politics,  Anderson  H.  Walters  was 
born  in  Johnstown  on  May  18,  1862.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  was 
graduated  from  its  high  school.  After  graduation 
Mr.  Walters  engaged  in  mechanical  pursuits  for 
two  years.  He  was  telegraph  operator  and  clerk 
in  the  freight  station  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
in  1879-1880,  and  then  entered  municipal  employ¬ 
ment,  being  meter  inspector,  foreman,  clerk,  book¬ 
keeper,  assistant  superintendent  and  superintendent 
successively  of  the  Johnstown  Gas  Works  and  the 
Johnstown  Water  Works,  this  being  in  1881-1892. 
In  the  latter  year  Mr.  Walters  purchased  the 
Johnstown  “Tribune,”  a  widely  influential  news¬ 
paper  and  has  since  been  actively  in  charge  of  that 
journal.  He  is  president  and  treasurer  of  The 
Johnstown  Tribune  Publishing  Company. 

Mr.  Walters  is  a  trustee  of  the  Johnstown  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank.  He  is  auditor  of  the  borough  of  Johns¬ 
town,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  Johnstown,  and  chairman  of 
the  local  Republican  Committee.  He  was  a  Repre¬ 
sentative  in  Congress-at-large  from  his  district  in 
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the  Sixty-third,  the  Sixty-sixth  and  Sixty-seventh 
Congresses,  and  from  the  Twentieth  District  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  Sixty-ninth  Congress.  His 
repeated  reelections  vouch  for  the  satisfaction  with 
which  his  constituents  regard  his  services  at  Wash¬ 
ington.  Mr.  Walters  is  a  Past  Master  of  Johns¬ 
town  Lodge,  No.  538,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Past  Chancellor  of  Johnstown  Lodge,  No.  157, 
Knights  of  Pythias;  a  member  of  the  Johnstown 
Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks;  and  a  member  of  Johnstown  Lodge  of  the 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Johnstown  Country  Club,  of  the  National  Press 
Club  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  and  of 
the  Americus  Republican  Club  of  Pittsburgh,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Mr.  Walters  is  an  attendant  at  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  of  Johnstown.  Mr.  Walters’ 
father,  Dr.  Walter  Winston  Walters,  a  physician, 
was  a  school  director  for  thirty  years  in  Johnstown, 
and  was  the  founder  of  the  Johnstown  High 
School.  His  mother  was  Eliza  (Jones)  Walters. 

At  Johnstown,  on  October  20,  1887,  Mr.  Walters 
married  Jessie  Octavio  Woodruff,  daughter  of 
Lucian  Dallas  and  Margaret  Wilson  (Lynch) 
Woodruff. 


ORR  BUFFINGTON — One  of  the  veterans 
of  the  Armstrong  County  bar  and  one  of  its  most 
conspicuous  practitioners,  is  Orr  Buffington,  born 
in  Kittanning,  April  29,  1858.  His  father  was 
Ephraim  Buffington,  of  Allegheny  County,  who 
died  in  1892.  His  mother  was  Margaret  (Orr) 
Buffington,  of  Kittanning.  The  father,  who  was 
a  lawyer  and  a  prominent  man,  was  a  descendant 
of  Captain  John  Orr,  who  served  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tion.  The  Buffington  family  has  been  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  since  Colonial  days,  and  three  generations 
have  given  it  an  honored  name  at  the  Armstrong 
County  bar.  The  early  members  of  the  family  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Society  of  Friends.  They  left  Eng¬ 
land  several  years  before  William  Penn  crossed 
the  Atlantic;  and  in  1677,  five  years  before  Penn’s 
arrival,  a  Richard  Buffington  was  listed  among  the 
taxpayers  at  Upland,  Chester  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  was  born  at  Great  Marlou-on-the- 
Thames,  in  Buckinghamshire,  England,  about  1654. 
He  was  the  father  of  the  first  child  of  English 
descent  born  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 
Hazard’s  “Annals,”  as  well  as  the  Pennsylvania 
“Gazette,”  June  28  to  July  5,  1739,  gives  the  in¬ 
formation  that  “on  the  30th  of  May  past  the  chil¬ 


dren,  grandchildren,  and  great-grandchildren  of 
Richard  Buffington,  Senior,  to  the  number  of  one 
hundred  and  fifteen,  met  in  his  home  in  Chester 
County,  as  also  his  nine  sons  and  daughters-in-law, 
and  twelve  great-grandchildren-in-law.”  Richard 
Buffington  at  the  time  was  eighty-  five  years  old. 
Thomas  Buffington,  his  second  son,  was  born 
about  1680,  and  died  in  December,  1739.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Ruth  Cope,  and  left,  among  other  children,  a 
son,  William,  who  was  first  married  to  Lena  Fer- 
ree.  His  second  wife,  Alice,  whose  maiden  name  is 
unknown,  had  a  son,  Jonathan,  of  whom  further. 

Jonathan  Buffington,  son  of  William  and  Alice 
Buffington,  was  born  in  1736,  and  died  October 
18,  1801.  He  owned  and  operated  a  flour  mill  at 
North  Brook,  near  the  site  of  the  battle  of  Brandy¬ 
wine.  At  the  time  of  the  battle,  September,  1777, 
the  British  troops  took  charge  of  the  mill  and  com¬ 
pelled  the  pacifist  Friend  to  furnish  food  for 
them.  He  married  Ann  Clayton,  born  in  1739, 
died  June  16,  1811,  the  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Ann  Clayton. 

Ephraim  Buffington,  third  child  of  Jonathan  and 
Ann  (Clayton)  Buffington,  was  born  March  23, 
1767,  and  died  December  30,  1832.  He  kept  the 
famous  White  Hall  Tavern  at  West  Chester,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  About  1813  he  moved  across  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  Mountains  and  settled  at  Pine  Grove  on  the 
Allegheny  River,  about  five  miles  above  Pittsburgh. 
He  married,  on  March  4,  1790,  Rebecca  Francis, 
at  the  old  Swedes  Church  in  Wilmington,  Dela¬ 
ware. 

John  Buffington,  their  son,  was  born  about 
1799.  He  married  Hannah  Allison. 

Their  son,  Ephraim  Buffington,  was  born  Au¬ 
gust  8,  1821,  at  Pine  Creek,  near  Pittsburgh.  He 
attended  Allegheny  College  at  Meadville.  After¬ 
wards  he  read  law  with  his  uncle,  Judge  Joseph 
Buffington.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  and  practiced  his  profession  for 
several  years  in  Kittanning.  He  retired  from  his 
profession  to  devote  his  time  to  land  interests, 
which  required  his  undivided  attention.  They  in¬ 
cluded  coal  and  oil  property.  His  oil  interests  be¬ 
came  extensive  for  a  time.  He  served  in  the  Civil 
War  as  provost  marshal.  After  its  close  he  was 
connected  with  the  internal  revenue  service  for 
several  years  as  deputy  collector  for  Armstrong 
County.  He  was  a  staunch  adherent  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  Party  from  the  time  of  its  organization;  in 
religion  he  was  an  Episcopalian. 
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Mr.  Buffington  was  married,  on  January  21,  1845, 
to  Margaret  C.  Orr,  daughter  of  Chambers  Orr, 
of  South  Bend,  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania, 
formerly  sheriff  of  Armstrong  County.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  Catherine,  wife  of 
D.  W.  Martin.  2.  Marian.  3.  Hannah.  4.  Frances, 
who  was  graduated  from  Vassar  College,  and  was 
a  successful  teacher.  Her  many  accomplishments 
and  admirable  traits  made  her  many  friends  and 
she  was  widely  mourned  at  the  time  of  her  un¬ 
timely  death.  5.  Joseph,  a  judge  of  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court  at  Pittsburgh.  6.  Orr,  of 
whom  further.  Ephraim  Buffington  died  in  1892. 

Orr  Buffington,  son  of  Ephraim  and  Margaret 
C.  (Orr)  Buffington,  received  his  preparatory 
training  in  the  private  schools  of  his  native  town. 
He  was  graduated  from  Trinity  College  at  Hart¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  in  1879.  He  prosecuted  the 
study  of  law  under  the  direction  of  the  Honorable 
James  B.  Neale,  and  Joseph  Buffington,  an  elder 
brother.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts 
of  Armstrong  County  in  1881  and  forthwith  en¬ 
tered  into  partnership  with  his  brother,  and  began 
practice.  His  brother  moved  to  Pittsburgh  in  1892 
and  the  firm  of  Buffington  &  Buffington,  under 
which  style  they  had  practiced,  was  dissolved.  In 
1903  Mr.  Buffington  formed  a  partnership  with 
Oliver  W.  Gilpin,  and  it  continues  at  the  present 
time.  Mr.  Buffington  is  one  of  the  oldest,  the  abl¬ 
est  and  most  widely  known  lawyers  in  Armstrong 
County.  He  has  been  a  man  of  hard  work  which 
has  been  attended  by  continued  success,  and  has 
maintained  the  high  standards  of  legal  practice  so 
long  associated  with  the  Buffington  name.  Not¬ 
withstanding  his  professional  zeal,  he  has  found 
time  to  assist  actively  in  the  borough  government. 
He  served  ably  as  burgess,  and  as  a  member  of 
the  borough  school  board,  doing  his  full  share  in 
maintaining  the  high  standards  of  education  in  his 
home  community.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  religion 
he  is  an  Episcopalian  and  has  served  as  a  vestry¬ 
man  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Kittanning. 

Mr.  Buffington  was  married,  in  1882,  to  Charlotte 
M.  Hyde,  since  dead,  daughter  of  S.  T.  Hyde,  a 
prominent  lawyer  of  New  York  City,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Morgan, 
who  resides  in  Pittsburgh.  2.  Margaret,  who  is 
the  widow  of  Jefferson  R.  Leason,  formerly  a  law¬ 
yer  in  Kittanning.  3.  Sydney,  since  dead.  4.  Ken¬ 
neth,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College,  who  has  a 


fine  military  record,  serving  with  the  28th  Division 
in  France.  Starting  as  corporal,  he  was  gassed  in 
the  fighting  in  the  Argonne  Forest,  and  closed  his 
military  service  with  the  rank  of  sergeant  first- 
class.  He  married  Elizabeth  Robinson,  and  has  one 
child.  The  address  of  Orr  Buffington  is  Kittan¬ 
ning,  Pennsylvania. 


REV.  JAMES  FRANCIS  FIELDING,  priest 
in  charge  of  St.  Stephen’s  Roman  Catholic  Church 
in  Oil  City  since  1904,  has  behind  him  an  honorable 
lineage  dating  back  to  the  early  conquests  on  the 
British  Isles.  His  surname,  alone,  stands  for  lit¬ 
erary  merit  of  high  degree  in  the  Established 
Church  of  England,  to  which  his  father’s  family 
had  been  adherents  for  centuries,  while  his  ma¬ 
ternal  forefathers  traced  a  distinguished  line  to 
the  early  kings  of  the  Emerald  Isle. 

Father  Fielding  was  born  October  8,  1868,  at 
Leicester,  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  In 
1870  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Clinton, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  public  schools.  After  graduating  from 
the  Clinton  High  School  he  took  a  preparatory 
course  in  St.  Charles’  College,  in  Ellicott  City, 
Maryland,  following  with  a  theological  course  in 
St.  Mary’s  Seminary,  on  North  Paca  Street,  Bal¬ 
timore,  Maryland,  and  advanced  studies  in  Bona- 
ventura  Seminary,  Allegany,  New  York,  where 
he  graduated  in  1895.  On  March  24,  1895,  he  was 
ordained  priest  by  Bishop  Mullin,  of  Erie,  and 
was  at  once  sent  to  St.  Walburger’s  German 
Catholic  Church  at  Titusville,  Pennsylvania,  to 
serve  in  place  of  Father  Nau,  who  went  to  visit 
his  parents  in  Germany.  After  three  months 
there  he  was  appointed  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s 
Church  in  Genesee  Township,  Potter  County, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  from  July  7, 
1895,  to  July  7,  1896.  His  next  charge  was  at 
St.  Peter’s  Cathedral,  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  After 
a  year  and  a  half  of  faithful  service  he  was  sent 
to  St.  Theresa’s  Church  in  Union  City,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  from  there  to  Oil  City,  May  15,  1904, 
succeeding  Father  Link,  the  founder  and  first 
priest  of  the  parish,  which  was  organized  in  the 
autumn  of  1898.  Here  again  his  fidelity  to  trust, 
his  tact  and  diplomacy,  and  his  remarkable  ability 
in  every  way  have  been  shown  remarkably  well. 

The  present  handsome  church  has  been  erected 
during  Father  Fielding’s  incumbency,  as  well  as 
the  parish  house,  which  is  situated  on  the  south 
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side  of  Oil  City,  the  entire  property  now  being 
valued  at  more  than  $100,000,  a  remarkable  show¬ 
ing  for  a  quarter  century’s  existence,  which  is 
largely  the  result  of  Father  Fielding’s  construc¬ 
tive  plans,  for  throughout,  the  affairs  of  the  en¬ 
tire  church  have  been  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
In  the  fall  of  1905  the  erection  of  the  beautiful 
church  was  commenced,  the  foundation  being 
started  October  4  and  allowed  to  stand  over  winter 
to  test  it  for  possible  defects  before  proceeding 
with  the  upper  part  of  the  structure.  In  July, 
1906,  the  work  of  the  building  was  resumed  in 
earnest,  and  the  church  dedicated  on  the  Sabbath 
before  Christmas,  1907,  a  handsome  addition  to 
the  substantial  architecture  of  which  Oil  City  has 
every  reason  to  be  proud.  It  was  planned  by 
Architect  Ginther,  of  Akron,  Ohio,  the  contrac¬ 
tors  being  the  Schmeller  Construction  Company, 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  while  Albert  Pickett,  practical 
bricklayer,  acted  as  superintendent  of  construc¬ 
tion  for  the  congregation.  It  is  a  handsome  edi¬ 
fice  of  Berea  stone,  modern  in  every  respect  and 
fully  equipped  throughout,  with  ample  accommo¬ 
dations  for  the  1,800  souls  who  now  comprise  the 
parish  of  St.  Stephen’s. 

Father  Fielding  is  well  fitted  for  his  noble  work, 
possessing,  as  he  does,  a  sympathetic  nature,  which 
enables  him  to  enter  into  all  the  concerns  of  the 
people  sincerely  and  heartily,  and  being  an  able 
speaker,  has  the  gift  of  making  them  feel  his  close 
touch  with  their  every-day1  interests.  He  has  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  various  local  movements  of  vital 
importance  to  the  general  welfare,  and  has  been 
particularly  active  in  helping  the  work  of  the 
Children’s  Playground  Association  of  Oil  City. 
As  a  youth  he  was  a  baseball  enthusiast,  playing 
semi-professional  ball  with  some  of  the  best  teams 
in  the  New  England  States.  Father  Fielding  is 
still  young  in  spirit,  his  interest  in  athletic  sports 
never  waning.  He  has  been  prominent  in  fra¬ 
ternal  work,  affiliating  with  Oil  City  Council,  No. 
385,  Knights  of  Columbus,  Union  City  Branch, 
Catholic  Mutual  Benefit  Association ;  with  the 
Ancient  Order)  of  Hibernians  at  Union  City,  serv¬ 
ing  two  two-year  terms  as  State  chaplain  of  that 
organization ;  and  the  Oil  City  Lodge,  No.  344, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 


DANIEL  RALPH  WOODWARD— As  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Kane  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Kane,  Pennsylvania,  Daniel  Ralph  Woodward  is 


prominent  in  the  business  life  of  this  center,  where 
he  had  earlier  gained  the  reputation  of  a  success¬ 
ful  business  man,  in  connection  with  his  chain  of 
stores  in  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland, 
which  he  had  conducted  for  years.  He  is  also 
prominent  in  educational  and  civic  movements, 
and  is  active  in  the  fraternal  life  of  his  section.  He 
is  of  the  family  of  the  Woodwards  of  Kane, 
descended  from  a  hardy  pioneer  lumberman,  Hiram 
Woodward,  of  Welsh  descent,  who  was  born  in 
White  Haven,  Luzerne  County,  Pennsylvania.  Here 
he  received  his  education  and  grew  to  manhood, 
and  later  settled  in  the  village  of  Penfield,  Huston 
Township,  Clearfield  County,  where  he  died  in 
1894,  an  old  man.  He  settled  in  Penfield  in  1854, 
bought  the  interest  of  Wilson  &  Hoyt,  and  began 
lumbering.  Prior  to  this  there  had  been  little  done 
at  Penfield,  and  when  at  his  coming  there  Mr. 
Woodward  informed  the  villagers  of  the  number 
of  logs  he  intended  to  “drive,”  they  declared  it 
impossible,  and  to  make  it  so,  threats  were  made  on 
all  sides  against  the  undertaking,  but  nothing 
daunted,  he  persevered,  gathered  the  specified  num¬ 
ber  of  logs  in  the  creek  and  from  that  time  for¬ 
ward  lumbering  became  the  principal  business  of 
Huston  Township,  although  there  was  much  early 
opposition  from  the  “squatters”  who  claimed  it 
would  impoverish  the  township.  During  the  win¬ 
ter  of  1854-55,  Hiram  Woodward  had  a  contract 
with  Reading  Fisher  &  Company  to  put  in  a  large 
“drive”  of  logs  and  run  them  to  market  on  the 
spring  rise.  The  “driving”  was  done  with  a  part¬ 
ner,  John  DuBois,  and  they  followed  the  “drive” 
on  a  raft  on  which  a  shanty  had  been  built.  The 
opposition  to  logging  had  at  that  time  reached  such 
a  stage  that  all  sorts  of  obstructions  were  met  by 
the  drivers,  and  when  the  raft  reached  the  “nar¬ 
rows”  just  below  Caledonia,  a  very  swift,  rough 
and  dangerous  passage,  they  found  a  rope  cable 
stretched  across  the  stream,  securely  fastened  on 
both  shores.  Just  as  the  raft  shot  under  the  rope 
Mr.  Woodward  managed  to  get  over  it.  Mr.  Du¬ 
Bois  attempted  to  cut  it  with  a  broad  axe,  but 
slipped,  missing  the  rope;  he  quickly  struck  again, 
and  severed  the  cable  just  as  it  had  reached  the 
shanty,  which  would  have  been  swept  off  the  raft, 
with  a  woman  and  three  children  who  were  in  it. 
No  damage  resulted,  but  a  furious  bombardment 
of  rocks  was  kept  up  by  the  infuriated  men  on  the 
shore,  who  had  likely  been  stirred  to  mob  violence 
by  a  discontented  leader,  as  is  usual  in  cases  of 
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this  kind.  These  primitive  people  resorted  to  other 
diabolical  tricks,  frequently  driving  spikes  into  the 
logs,  ruining  saws  and  endangering  the  lives  of  the 
sawers.  Mr.  Woodward  was  once  attacked  by 
several  of  these  dastards,  but  frightened  them  off 
by  pretending  to  be  armed,  but  after  the  law  had 
dealt  with  several  of  them,  the  ringleaders  prob¬ 
ably,  the  trouble  ceased.  Mr.  Woodward  was  a 
prominent  Democrat  and  held  a  number  of  im¬ 
portant  county  offices.  He  continued,  however,  to 
be  interested  in  lumbering  all  his  active  years,  and 
then  retired  to  Penfield.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  as  was  also  his  wife. 

Hiram  Woodward  married  Abigail  Watrous, 
who  was  born  in  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  and  died 
in  Penfield,  in  1889,  having  reached  the  age  of 
more  than  sixty  years.  They  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  1.  George  R.,  born  in 
White  Haven,  Pennsylvania,  in  1854,  and  who  later 
lived  in  Penfield,  where  he  was  a  farmer ;  he  mar¬ 
ried  a  Miss  Early,  of  Ridgway,  Pennsylvania,  and 
they  had  no  children.  2.  Alice  R.,  born  in  White 
Haven  in  1856,  who  lived  in  New  York  City,  later; 
she  married  (first)  James  Early,  a  brother  of  her 
brother-in-law,  George  R.  Early,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  a  child,  William,  who  died  young; 
she  married  (second)  Webster  Comstock,  a  com¬ 
mission  merchant  of  New  York  City.  3.  William 
Daniel,  of  whom  further. 

William  Daniel  Woodward,  son  of  Hiram  and 
Abigail  (Watrous)  Woodward,  was  born  in  1859, 
in  Wilkinsburg,  Pennsylvania.  He  received  a  pre¬ 
paratory  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
city  and  in  1873  entered  the  Bethlehem  College,  but 
did  not  finish  the  full  course.  He  worked  on  his 
father’s  farm  and  followed  lumbering  until  1905, 
when  he  moved  to  Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  resided.  He  was  an  active  and  prom¬ 
inent  Democrat,  and  wielded  quite  an  influence  in 
his  party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  rfiembers  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  married  Lillian 
Robacker,  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1863,  daughter 
of  Charles  Robacker,  a  lumberman  who  died  in 
Penfield  in  1859,  leaving  two  daughters  by  his 
first  marriage:  Ella,  and  Lillian,  above  men¬ 
tioned.  Ella  died  in  Philadelphia;  she  had  mar¬ 
ried  Ezra  Gray,  and  they  lived  in  Dubois,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  Mr.  Gray  was  editor  of  the  Du¬ 
bois  “Courier.”  The  father,  Charles  Robacker, 
married  a  second  time,  and  his  wife  dying,  he  mar¬ 
ried  a  third  time,  his  wife  surviving  him.  They 


resided  in  Penfield,  and  two  children  survived  him 
by  the  third  marriage :  Frank  and  Edward.  Wil¬ 
liam  Daniel  and  Lillian  (Robacker)  Woodward 
were  the  parents  of  three  children :  1.  Harry,  born 
in  Penfield  in  November,  1881 ;  he  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  in  Huntingdon  with  his  father; 
he  married  Minnie  Weed,  deceased.  2.  Daniel 
Ralph,  of  whom  further.  3.  George  W.,  born  in 
Penfield  in  October,  1886;  graduated  from  State 
College,  class  of  1909;  became  a  civil  engineer,  and 
was  associated  with  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  & 
Pittsburgh  Railroad,  stationed  at  Dubois. 

Daniel  Ralph  Woodward,  second  son  of  William 
Daniel  and  Lillian  (Robacker)  Woodward,  was 
born  in  Penfield,  Clearfield  County,  Pennsylvania, 
April  30,  1883.  He  attended  school  until  he  was 
thirteen  years  of  age,  and  then  began  working  in 
the  saw  mill,  manufacturing  lumber  on  the  Mix 
River,  continuing  in  this  line  for  six  months.  He 
then  went  to  work  in  the  offices  of  the  Dubois 
“Courier,”  continuing  in  this  field  until  1897,  when 
he  became  manager  of  the  five  and  ten  cent  store 
of  Kurtz  &  Steward  in  Clearfield.  He  remained 
with  them  for  ten  years,  until  February  1,  1907. 
and  at  that  date  removed  to  Kane  and  established 
a  similar  store  there  in  his  own  name.  It  proved 
so  successful  a  venture  that  he  enlarged  his  activ¬ 
ity  until  he  had  five  and  ten  cent  stores  in  Ridg¬ 
way,  Bristol,  and  Lock  Haven,  Pennsylvania ; 
Burlington,  New  Jersey;  and  Cambridge,  Mary¬ 
land,  all  of  which  proved  successful.  On  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1912,  Mr.  Woodward  sold  all  of  these 
five  and  ten  cent  stores  and  retired  for  a  time  from 
active  business.  He  was  master  of  the  details  of 
his  very  modern  enterprises,  and  was  thoroughly 
alive  to  their  possibilities,  and  he  profited  not 
alone  by  the  successes  but  by  the  mistakes  of  his 
larger  competitors  in  this  field,  and  became  one  of 
the  leaders  in  this  province.  He  is  today  president 
of  the  Kane  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Kane, 
Pennsylvania,  a  company  that  was  started  thirty 
years  ago  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Kane  Blind 
and  Screen  Company,  and  which  name  was  changed 
to  its  present  one  in  1919.  The  company  manu¬ 
factures  window  screens,  etc.,  and  they  have  a 
large  and  up-to-date  plant  located  on  the  Wetmore 
Road,  and  employing  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men  when  running  at  full  capacity.  Their  officers 
are:  Daniel  Ralph  Woodward,  president;  George 
P.  Smith,  secretary  and  treasurer;  and  C.  L.  Esp- 
man,  vice-president  and  superintendent. 
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Mr.  Woodward  is  also  an  oil  producer  in  the 
Bradford  fields,  and  besides  all  these  activities,  he 
takes  an  interested  part  in  educational,  civic  and 
fraternal  affairs.  He  is  now  serving  as  a  school 
director  of  Kane;  and  he  holds  membership  in 
Clearfield  Lodge,  No.  314,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons ;  Kane  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons ; 
Bradford  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters; 
Knapp  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of  Ridg- 
way;  and  Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  also  belongs  to  Zem 
Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Clearfield  Presbyterian  Church 
Daniel  Ralph  Woodward  married,  September  27, 
1908,  Mary  Jones  Griffith,  born  April  20,  1879. 
She  is  a  graduate  of  Kane  High  School  and  at¬ 
tended  college  near  Baltimore,  then  entered  Paines- 
ville  (Ohio)  College,  from  which  she  was  gradu¬ 
ated.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  is  interested  in  all  forward  move¬ 
ments.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John  T.  and  Martha 
Jane  (Jones)  Griffith,  of  Kane.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woodward  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Jane, 
born  in  Kane,  August  26,  1911,  and  now  a  pupil  in 
the  local  schools.  The  Woodward  residence  is  at 
No.  224  Greeves  Street,  Kane,  Pennsylvania. 


JOHN  FRANCIS  SHORT— Among  the  lu¬ 
minaries  of  the  first  magnitude  in  the  firmament  of 
the  Fourth  Estate  of  the  Keystone  State,  and 
whose  brilliance  in  the  execution  of  his  profes¬ 
sional  service  has  been  shed  around  the  orbit  of  a 
journalist’s  activities,  is  John  Francis  Short,  who 
has  helped  put  Clearfield,  of  Clearfield  County, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  map  and  to  keep  it  there,  as 
well  as  having  exercised  a  profound  influence  upon 
affairs  of  his  home  city  and  native  State,  having 
also  attained  a  considerable  celebrity  by  reason 
of  his  wide  travels  and  resultant  experience  as  an 
expert  political  writer,  attending  such  seasoned 
campaigners  as  William  Jennings  Bryan  and  the 
late  Colonel  Theodore  Roosevelt,  and  having  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  famous  “porch  campaign”  of  the 
martyred  President  McKinley  at  Canton,  Ohio. 
Editorial  work  on  prominent  newspapers  of  Har¬ 
risburg,  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh,  important 
missions  that  have  taken  him  over  much  of  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  the  United  States  and  into  Canada,  to¬ 
gether  with  valued  connections  with  leading  New 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh  dailies,  have 


fitted  him  to  become  the  exceptionally  able  editor 
and  manager  of  the  Clearfield  “Republican,”  by 
which  he  has  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon 
men  and  affairs  of  Clearfield  County  and  upon  the 
region  beyond  the  gates,  he  having  on  more  than 
one  occasion  demonstrated  his  power  in  the  mold¬ 
ing  of  public  opinion — in  the  making  and  breaking 
of  candidacies,  and  in  the  elevation  of  his  men 
to  high  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  electorate.  Clear, 
concise,  fearless,  punctuated  with  that  rare  and 
delightful  wit  to  which  he  is  heir,  the  product  of 
John  Francis  Short’s  facile  and  trenchant  pen 
has  made  the  “Republican”  at  once  a  champion  of 
the  people  and  their  rights  and  the  inveterate  foe 
of  the  demagogue  and  unholy  political  machina¬ 
tions. 

Born  in  Dundalk,  County  Louth,  Ireland,  May 
13,  1824,  Francis  Short,  father  of  John  Francis 
Short,  emigrated  to  America  in  1846,  landing  at 
Philadelphia.  He  lived  in  turn  in  York  County, 
Lancaster  County,  Blair  County,  and  Clearfield 
County,  settling  in  the  last-named  division  in  1848. 
He  married,  September  9,  1859,  Annie  Brady,  born 
in  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  June  20,  1838;  came 
to  Philadelphia  in  1849,  and  removed  to  Clearfield 
in  1857.  Her  parents  were  Felix  and  Mary  Brady. 
The  children  of  Francis  and  Annie  (Brady)  Short: 
John  Francis,  of  this  review;  and  William  Albinus, 
born  in  Clearfield  October  22,  1864,  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  United  States  Government  Department 
at  Washington,  where  he  died,  May  5,  1895,  un¬ 
married. 

The  birth  of  John  Francis  Short  occurred  at 
Clearfield,  Decembers,  1862.  Having  attended  the 
public  primary,  grammar  and  high  schools  of  his 
native  town,  he  was  graduated  from  the  high 
school  in  the  class  of  1879.  He  early  elected  the 
law  for  his  profession,  and  for  a  time  was  engaged 
in  the  study  of  it,  but  he  forsook  the  tomes  of 
Blackstone  to  give  himself  up  to  newspaper  work 
in  which  he  believed  he  had  a  native  ability.  He 
began  to  teach  school  and  taught  for  several  terms, 
but  soon  he  became  an  apprentice  in  the  printing 
trade  and  learned  every  grade  of  the  business 
“from  the  ground  up.”  Entering  the  editorial  room 
of  a  Clearfield  newspaper,  he  had  been  attached 
hardly  one  year  before  he  was  writing  editorials. 
He  went  to  work  in  the  office  of  the  Harrisburg 
“Patriot”  and  worked  on  several  newspapers  in 
Philadelphia,  the  while  completing  his  training  as 
a  well-equipped  newspaperman.  There  was  an 
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interruption  of  one  year,  in  which  he  served  un¬ 
der  Captain  R.  J.  Linden,  superintendent  of  the 
Pinkerton  Detective  Agency  at  Philadelphia.  Re¬ 
turning  to  Clearfield  in  1883,  he  again  engaged  in 
newspaper  work.  He  taught  school  in  1885  and 
for  a  part  of  1886,  and  on  March  II,  1886,  in  asso¬ 
ciation  with  his  brother,  he  acquired  possession  of 
the  Clearfield  “Democrat,”  which  he  edited  and 
managed  for  two  years.  The  following  two  years 
he  spent  as  a  general  newspaper  correspondent, 
next  becoming  the  editor  and  general  manager  of 
the  Clearfield  “Public  Spirit,”  successor  of  the 
Clearfield  “Democrat,”  and  he  continued  in  those 
capacities  until  February  15,  1896.  He  then  went 
on  the  staff  of  the  Pittsburgh  “Times”  and  was 
“special  man”  for  that  paper  until  May,  1907.  He 
accompanied  Bryan  all  through  the  “silver”  cam¬ 
paign,  and  attended  the  State  and  National  con¬ 
ventions  in  the  Central  and  Middle  West.  He  was 
a  close  acquaintance  of  President  McKinley,  hav¬ 
ing  been  the  first  of  outside  reporters  to  arrive  to 
do  special  newspaper  work  at  Canton,  Ohio,  in 
the  memorable  campaign  of  1896.  Following  the 
death  of  George  B.  Goodlander,  proprietor  of  the 
Clearfield  “Republican,”  Mr.  Short  acquired  the 
property  from  his  estate,  and  he  has  made  it  a 
successful  and  highly  influential  journal.  In  1900 
he  did  some  highly  meritorious  special  newspaper 
work  for  Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia  papers. 

Mr.  Short  is  a  member  of  the  Clearfield  Building 
and  Loan  Association,  and  also  a  director  of  that 
organization ;  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Soci¬ 
ety  of  New  York  City;  a  charter  member  of  the 
Clearfield  Historical  Society ;  a  member  of  Council 
No.  409,  Knights  of  Columbus,  in  which  he  has 
served  two  terms  as  Grand  Knight  and  two  terms 
as  District  Deputy;  and  a  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  of  St.  Francis.  He  was  chair¬ 
man  and  secretary  of  the  Democratic  County  Com¬ 
mittee  for  several  terms,  and  a  rhember  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Democratic  State  Committee. 

Mr.  Short  married,  November  28,  1885,  Mary 
Veronica  Parcell,  born  in  Center  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  July  10,  1867,  a  daughter  of  John  Parcell. 
They  have  one  son :  Frank  William  Short,  LL.  B., 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  Philadelphia  “Record”; 
married,  May  30,  1909,  Anna  R.  Cleary,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  has  one  son,  John  Francis  (2)  Short, 
born  September  30,  1911. 


JOHNSTON  JACK  — Well  known  as  an  oil 
producer  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  whose  activ¬ 


ities  began  in  the  early  days  of  this  romantic  in¬ 
dustry  and  extended  over  a  long  period  of  years, 
Johnston  Jack,  of  Bradford,  has  had  an  extremely 
interesting  career,  typical  of  a  certain  phase  of 
American  life.  The  day  when  individual  initiative 
and  energy  and  far-seeing  vision  could  develop  the 
natural  resources  of  a  community  single-handed  is 
perhaps  gone  or  going ;  today  huge  companies 
with  immense  capital  dominate  the  field,  but  fifty 
odd  years  ago,  when  Mr.  Jack  helped  to  take  the 
third  boatload  of  oil  from|  Oil  City  to  Pittsburgh, 
the  field  was  open  to  anyone  who  could  qualify. 
Among  those  who  did  enter  and  qualify  for  suc¬ 
cess  by  enterprise,  sound  judgment,  and  love  of 
the  game,  none  deserved  the  success  he  won  more 
than  Mr.  Jack  has  deserved  it.  He  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Alice  (Bowser)  Jack,  of  Armstrong 
County,  the  father  a  tailor  by  trade  and  later  a 
drover,  who  died  in  Armstrong  County  after  a 
long  and  useful  life  at  the  age  of  seventy  odd 
years. 

Johnston  Jack  was  born  in  Armstrong  County 
March  12,  1849,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  county.  His  first  employ¬ 
ment  was  railroad  work ;  but  after  a  short  period  in 
this  field  he  went  to  the  oil  fields  in  Clarion 
County  and  located  at  East  Foxburg  in  1868.  It 
was  then  that  he  helped  to  take  the  third  boat¬ 
load  of  oil  to  Pittsburgh,  an  exciting  experience, 
for  these  were  the  pioneer  oil  days  of  Western 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Jack  remained  in  Clarion 
County  for  about  thirteen  years,  for  about  two 
years  of  which  he  was  in  the  transfer  business  be¬ 
tween  Foxburg  and  St.  Petersburg.  In  1881  he 
came  to  the  Bradford  oil  fields,  and  the  following 
year  purchased  a  lease  from  James  Smith,  of 
Franklin,  of  twenty-four  acres  of  land  on  Indian 
Creek,  near  Eldred,  which  he  operated  until  1896. 
At  that  time  he  purchased  a  hundred-acre  lease  at 
Dallas  City  from  the  estate  of  John  Willoughby, 
and  this  he  still  owns  and  operates,  there  being 
about  one  hundred  wells  on  the  land,  which  has 
proved  to  be  a  very  good  lease.  He  remained 
on  this  lease  until  1920,  when  he  moved  to  Brad¬ 
ford,  where  he  now  lives,  spending  his  winters  in 
St.  Petersburg,  Florida.  Mr.  Jack  is  a  Republi¬ 
can,  and  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Johnston  Jack  married  (first)  Isabella  Clay- 
pool,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years, 
daughter  of  John  Claypool,  of  Armstrong  County; 
he  married  (second)  Florence  I.  Eaton,  of  Olean, 


\  » 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


319 


New  York.  By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Jack  is  the 
father  of  one  son,  Edwin  G.  Jack,  a  well-known 
oil  producer  of  Rixford ;  and  by  his  second  mar¬ 
riage,  of  two  children:  Carrie  E.,  living  at  home; 
and  Howard  M.,  an  oil  producer  living  in  Dallas 
City. 


MALCOLM  MANFRED  SIMONS— The 

State  has  produced  few  more  popular  as  well  as 
efficient  county  treasurers  than  Mr.  Simons,  who 
in  a  score  of  ways  has  made  himself  necessary  to 
the  well  being  of  the  affairs  of  public  office  in 
Mercer  and  throughout  the  county,  at  the  same 
time  winning  laurels  of  hearty  respect  and  good 
will  for  his  clean  and  able  methods  both  in  his 
own  official  capacity,  and  particularly  in  his  ac¬ 
tivities  during  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1924. 
Possessed  of  good  business  generalship  and  of 
an  organizing  capacity  beyond  the  ordinary,  Mr. 
Simons  has  proven  a  constructive  factor  in  all 
public  offices  with  which  he  has  been  associated, 
and  the  exacting  duties  of  his  present  responsible 
position  are  directed  with  increasing  evidences 
for  the  maintenance  and  upbuilding  of  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  financial  department  of  the  county. 

Malcolm  Manfred  Simons,  the  son  of  William 
Harvey  Simons,  a  merchant,  and  who  was  county 
treasurer  of  Mercer  County  in  1911-1915,  was  born 
March  21,  1885,  in  Salem  Township.  The  family 
moved  to  Prairie  Township  in  his  childhood, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools,  afterwards 
graduating  at  Fredonia  Institute  with  his  degree 
Bachelor  of  Science  and  from  Grove  City  College, 
in  1905  with  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  whence 
he  also  obtained  his  Master  of  Arts  degree  in 
1906,  in  cufsu.  Mr.  Simons  then  joined  the  teach¬ 
ing  forces  in  the  county  and  so  continued  eight 
years,  three  of  which  were  as  supervising  prin¬ 
cipal  at  Stoneboro,  and  three  as  principal  of  the 
Jefferson,  Iowa,  schools.  He  then  became  active, 
particularly  in  civic  matters,  and  for  three  years 
he  was  deputy  treasurer  for  this  county,  four 
years  commissioners’  clerk,  and  four  years  as¬ 
sistant  cashier  of  the  Farmers’  and  Merchants’ 
Trust  Company,  of  Greenville.  As  chairman  of 
the  Republican  County  Committee  during  the 
Presidential  election  of  1924,  it  is  recorded  that 
Mr.  Simons  had  charge  of  one  of  the  most  active 
and  intensive  campaigns  in  the  history  of  the 
county.  He  thoroughly  organized  the  county 
committee,  and  he  had  the  support  of  every  mem¬ 


ber  of  the  committee,  harmony  and  cooperation 
being  the  leading  feature  of  the  entire  campaign 
under  this  leadership. 

Mr.  Simons  is  president  of  the  Mercer  Chamber 
of  Commerce ;  president  of  the  Mercer  Hose  Com¬ 
pany,  and  an  active  member  of  the  Kiwanis1  Club 
of  Greenville,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  nine  years 
a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard. 
His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  with  the  Knights  Templar,  the 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  Consistory,  and 
with  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Wild  Life  League  of  Greenville. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Com¬ 
mittee  for  1925.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Malcolm  Manfred  Simons  married,  September 
23,  1912,  at  Grove  City,  Ida  Luella  Meyer,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Dr.  Levi  George  and  Mary  Jane  (Albin) 
Meyer,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  Malcolm  Meyer 
Simons,  born  July  9,  1916. 


WALTER  WELCH — Up  from  the  depths  of 
a  coal  mine  and  a  poor  boy’s  humble  station,  with 
little  on  which  to  build  except  a  common  school 
education  and  a  native  determination  to  win,  Wal¬ 
ter  Welch  has  risen  to  a  leading  place  among  the 
lawyers  of  Clearfield  County.  As  district  attor¬ 
ney  he  made  a  remarkable  record  as  a  fearless, 
energetic,  and  skillful  prosecutor,  during  a  period 
which  was  aggravated  by  an  extensive  crime  wave 
that  created  a  demand  for  a  man  of  superior  ability 
to  fill  that  office.  Well  versed  in  the  law  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Welch  has 
brought  to  the  profession  personal  qualities  which 
have  enhanced  his  reputation  as  a  practitioner.  A 
veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  War,  he  exhib¬ 
ited  in  that  struggle  of  freeing  Cuba  from  the 
Spanish  yoke  that  patriotic  devotion  in  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  justice  which  is  one  of  the  char¬ 
acteristics  observed  in  his  career  at  the  bar.  His 
colleagues  of  the  law  courts  and  the  people  of 
Clearfield  generally  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  the 
contribution  to  the  body  of  desirable  citizens  that 
has  been  made  by  this  self-made  man. 

Born  in  Woodward  Township,  Clearfield  County, 
Pennsylvania,  March  7,  1875,  Walter  Welch  is  a 
son  of  Moses  and  Catherine  (Pettit)  Welch,  who 
were  among  the  first  to  settle  in  the  celebrated  coal 
fields  of  Houtzdale,  having  come  into  that  region 
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in  the  late'  sixties  on  the  opening  of  the  Clearfield 
development.  The  boy  Walter  was  a  pupil  in 
the  local  schools  until  he  reached  the  age  of  thir¬ 
teen  years,  and  then  it  was  decided  that  he  must 
enter  tha  mines  to  earn  his  pittance  with  which  to 
help  eke  out  the  family’s  subsistence.  It  was  the 
time  of  starvation  wages  for  the  coal  miners.  For 
ten  years  he  followed  this  heart-breaking  and  back- 
aching  labor,  first  “trapping,”  then  mule-driving 
and  handling  the  pick.  But  those  ten  years  saw  the 
mine  boy  improving  to  the  limit  every  idle  day  and 
the  night  time  in  supplementing  his  public  school 
education  with  intensive  study  of  higher  subjects, 
for  he  had  set  his  face  like  flint  toward  the  goal 
of  his  ambition,  and  if  hard  work,  earnest  effort, 
and  unflagging  energy  were  to  be  elements  of  his 
success,  he  surely  would  attain  his  objective.  That 
he  did  attain,  future  events  in  his  colorful  life 
amply  proved.  With  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish- 
American  War  in  1898,  Walter  Welch  was  the 
very  first  man  in  that  section  of  Clearfield  County 
to  volunteer  for  service,  and  he  was  also  the  first 
man  in  that  region  to  actually  enlist.  He  was 
mustered  into  Company  E,  5th  Regiment,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Volunteers,  which  was  recruited  at  Clear¬ 
field,  and  he  served  until  the  close  of  hostilities. 
With  the  declaration  of  peace,  he  was  given  an 
honorable  discharge,  and  he  returned  to  the  pur¬ 
suits  of  a  civilian.  He  at  once  became  the  confi¬ 
dential  secretary  of  Colonel  E.  A.  Irvin,  of  Cur- 
wensville,  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  in 
Clearfield  County,  a  prominent  lumberman,  and 
the  owner  of  immense  deposits  of  coal.  In  the 
great  opportunities  afforded  by  that  position  Mr. 
Welch  measured  up  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  su¬ 
perior,  and  he,  during  the  protracted  illness  of 
Colonel  Irvin,  administered  the  affairs  of  the  es¬ 
tates  in  a  manner  that  met  with  the  sincere  grati¬ 
tude  of  the  colonel’s  family.  All  this  time,  while 
he  could  see  just  ahead  of  him  the  goal  of  wealth 
and  high  station  if  he  would  but  remain  in  his  com¬ 
fortable  and  lucrative  situation,  he  felt  within  him 
with  constantly  increasing  power  the  urge  to  enter 
the  profession  of  the  law.  He  yielded  and  en¬ 
tered  the  law  offices  of  Murray  &  O’Laughlin,  at 
Clearfield.  Diligent  application  to  his  study  of 
Blackstone  and  other  masters  of  jurisprudence 
eventually  brought  him  to  the  point  where  he  was 
prepared  to  go  before  the  State  Examining  Board, 
and  he  successfully  passed  the  tests.  He  was 
about  to  ask  for  admission  to  the  Clearfield  bar 
when  he  was  made  the  recipient  of  a  highly  flat¬ 


tering  offer  of  a  position  in  the  office  of  Sheriff- 
elect  Cornelius  Allen.  He  accepted  and  remained 
with  Sheriff  Allen  for  three  years,  and  made  an 
enviable  record  for  integrity,  fidelity  to  his  su¬ 
perior,  and  faithfulness  in  every  detail  of  the  work 
that  came  to  his  hand.  When  Sheriff  Allen’s  term 
expired,  his  successor,  although  of  a  different 
political  faith,  requested  Mr.  Welch  to  continue 
in  his  former  capacity,  but  Mr.  Welch  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  take  up  the  practice  of  law.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  at  once  was  nominated  by 
the  Democratic  party  of  Clearfield  for  the  office  of 
district  attorney.  He  failed  of  election  by  the 
small  plurality  given  his  opponent.  In  1912,  four 
years  after  his  first  attempt  to  gain  public  office, 
he  again  was  a  candidate  of  his  party  for  the 
same  office,  and  was  swept  into  office  by  a 
large  majority,  leading  the  party  vote  in  almost 
every  election  district  of  the  county.  Assuming 
his  duties  of  county  prosecutor,  Mr.  Welch,  among 
other  staggering  items,  was  faced  with  the  trial  of 
ten  homicide  cases  that  had  resulted  from  a  crime 
wave  that  swept  over  his  jurisdiction.  This  con¬ 
stituted,  all  told,  the  largest  volume  of  criminal 
court  business  that  had  confronted  a  district  at¬ 
torney  for  Clearfield  County  in  a  long  period  of 
years.  Into  this  work  Mr.  Welch  threw  himself 
with  characteristic  energy  and  professional  skill. 
Within  a  comparatively  short  space  of  time  the 
court  and  his  office  saw  the  calendar  cleared  of 
every  one  of  those  cases;  a  number  of  the  de¬ 
fendants  had  been  punished  to  the  extent  of  the 
law,  a  few  of  the  murderers  having  been  found 
guilty,  and  suffered  execution.  Throughout  the 
term  of  his  office  Mr.  Welch  made  good  as  dis¬ 
trict  attorney.  Another  has  said  of  him :  “He 
brought  to  the  office  a  clean  record,  and  he  left 
it  just  as  clean  in  every  respect.” 

Mr.  Welch  is  a  member  of  the  American  and  the 
Pennsylvania  Bar  associations,  a  member  of  the 
Commercial  Law  League  of  America,  and  was  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  District  Attorneys’  Association  dur¬ 
ing  his  tenure  of  office.  He  is  a  leading  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  having  served  Clear¬ 
field  Council  two  terms  as  its  Grand  Knight.  He 
has  been  treasurer  of  the  Clearfield  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment  for  a  number  of  terms,  and  has  filled  many 
honorary  positions  in  the  Spanish  War  Veterans’ 
Association. 

Mr.  Welch  married,  in  1904,  Minnie  Bilger, 
daughter  of  Alfred  Bilger,  of  Curwensville. 
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HOWARD  M.  DUNEGAN,  D.  D.  S.,  of 

Ebensburg,  is  a  native  of  Cambria  County,  a  son 
of  Joseph  and  Mary  Dunegan.  The  son  was  bom 
August  4,  1892,  on  a  Cambria  County  farm,  and 
spent  his  youth  on  the  paternal  homestead,  where 
he  had  the  usual  experience  of  rural  boys,  in  alter¬ 
nating  school  with  the  chores  and  labors  of  the 
farm.  In  this  way,  both  his  mind  and  body  were 
developed,  and  he  was  prepared  for  the  active 
duties  of  life.  He  was  encouraged  in  his  ambition 
for  learning,  and  after  passing  through  the  pri¬ 
mary  and  high  schools  of  the  county  he  went  to 
Westchester  State  Normal  School,  graduating  in 
1917.  While  at  Normal  School  he  took  extension 
work  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  After 
graduating  in  June,  1917,  he  enlisted  in  the  reg¬ 
ular  army  and  was  chosen  as  a  candidate  for  the 
second  officers’  training  camp.  After  serving  two 
months  in  camp  he  was  sent  to  Minneapolis  and 
took  up  a  mechanical  course  in  aeroplane  motors. 
From  here  he  was  sent  to  the  University  of  Berk¬ 
ley,  California,  and  took  a  ground  school  course  in 
aviation,  preparatory  to  his  actual  training  for  an 
aviator.  He  was  commissioned  as  first  lieutenant 
and  was  discharged  in  May,  1919.  In  September 
of  the  same  year  he  entered  the  dental  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  graduating 
in  1923  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Sur¬ 
gery. 

In  that  year  he  began  practice  in  Ebensburg, 
being  one  of  three  of  his  profession  in  that  city. 
Of  cultured  mind  and  pleasing  manners  he  read¬ 
ily  gained  a  foothold  in  the  social,  civic  and  busi¬ 
ness  life  of  the  community.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Dental  Society,  the  Central 
Pennsylvania  Dental  Society,  the  National  Dental 
Society  and  the  Johnstown  Dental  Study  Qub. 

In  politics  a  Democrat,  Dr.  Dunegan  does  not 
seek  political  preferment,  but  gives  his  attention 
to  scientific  study  and  the  cultivation  of  the  finer 
sentiments  and  actions  of  life.  This  does  not  mean 
that  he  is  indifferent  to  the  public  welfare  or  the 
national  progress,  but  he  prefers  to  leave  prac¬ 
tical  politics  to  those  whose  tastes  lead  that  way. 
He  is  a  member  of  Holy  Name  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and 
Kiwanis  Qub,  all  organizations  devoted  to  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  human  welfare,  moral,  material  and 
spiritual ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Delta  Sigma 
Delta  fraternity. 


HASTINGS — John  Hastings,  the  son  of  John 
Hastings,  an  Englishman,  and  Elizabeth  Sutley,  a 
maiden  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  Quaker  stock,  was 
born  in  Paradise  Township,  Lancaster  County, 
April  7,  1797,  and  by  his  parents  brought  to  Canal 
Township,  Venango  County,  in  the  summer  of 
1798,  where  they  settled  on  land  lying  on  both  sides 
of  a  small  stream  now  called  Warden  Run.  This 
stream  trickles  through  a  small  valley  lying  mid¬ 
way  between  the  Sugarcreek  Valley  and  the 
Frenchcreek  Valley,  and  in  this  valley  the  Hastings 
settled.  Here  the  son,  John,  grew  to  manhood. 
His  father  bought  from  the  State  a  tract  of  land 
on  this  stream  of  four  hundred  acres,  and  had  the 
patent  issued  in  the  name  of  the  son,  and  the  pres¬ 
ent  Hastings  farm  is  a  part  of  that  land. 

On  January  4,  1821,  John  Hastings  married  Han¬ 
nah  Smith,  daughter  of  Isaac  Smith,  who  at  that 
time  and  later,  was  a  captain  of  boats  navigating 
the  Allegheny  River.  Their  family  consisted  of 
the  following  children :  Marry  ;  Hannah ;  Harriett ; 
Adeline;  Barbara;  Ruth;  Sarrah,  and  Serepta,  and 
two  sons :  William  Wilson  and  Smith  H.  The 
mother,  Hannah  Hastings,  died  April  14,  1868,  and 
John  Hastings  died  September  1,  1872. 

During  his  early  married  life  John  Hastings 
built  on  the  banks  of  Warden  Run  the  first  and 
only  grist  mill  ever  built  in  Canal  Township,  and 
he  required  of  his  millers  that  they  grind,  toll  free, 
all  grain  that  was  carried  to  the  mill  on  the  back  of 
the  owner.  He  was  a  kindly,  generous  man  and 
reared  sixteen  orphan  children  beside  his  own  fam¬ 
ily.  John  Hastings  was  first  a  Whig  and  then  a 
Republican,  always  active  in  public  matters,  in¬ 
dustrious  and  with  the  pioneer’s  spirit  he  helped 
himself  and  his  community.  Shortly  after  build¬ 
ing  his  mill  he  left  Canal  Township,  still  owning 
the  mill,  and  secured  land  in  Cranberry  Township, 
where  he  and  the  family  lived  for  some  years. 
He  owned  and  operated  the  tavern  and  ferry  on 
the  “flats”  just  below  Franklin,  where  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  and  Waterford  Turnpike  (now  the  Lakes- 
to-Seas  Highway)  crosses  the  Allegheny  River. 
He  was  genial  host  to  many  a  settler  and  his  family 
with  their  “Conestoga”  wagons  on  their  way*  into 
Ohio. 

William  Wilson  Hastings,  son  of  the  above  John 
Hastings,  was  bom  March  30,  1827,  and  carried  on 
the  family  name  in  Canal  Township.  He  married 
Mary  Jane  McQuaid  (youngest  daughter  of  John 
McQuaid,  an  Irishman,  and  Elizabeth  Duffield,  of 


Pa. — 4-21 


322 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


Scotch-Irish  stock,  they  lived  on  the  banks  of 
French  Creek  and  “kept”  the  locks  at  Tollman’s 
dam,  near  the  present  site  of  the  County  Poor 
Farm).  William  and  Mary  Hastings  settled  on 
one  hundred  acres,  then  wild  and  uncleared,  of  the 
original  four  hundred;  they  cleared  the  land  and 
reared  twelve  children:  John  F. ;  Cyrus  S.;  Laura 
L. ;  Harriett  A.;  Jessie  M. ;  El  wood  I.;  Mary  E. ; 
Jennie  E. ;  William  H. ;  Wayne  C. ;  Frank  T.,  and 
Quincy  D. 

These  sturdy  farmer  folks  won  for  themselves 
the  respect  and  friendship  of  the  people  of  their 
township  and  county.  William  W.  Hastings  was  a 
Presbyterian  elder  for  forty  some  years,  and  the 
mother  was  a  most  devout  and  religious  woman. 
His  chief  characteristic  was  his  close  attention  to 
his  own  affairs,  leaving  his  neighbors  to  direct 
their  own  lives.  He  has  often  said :  “That  one’s 
enemies  could  do  one  no  harm,  if  one  never  thinks 
of  them,”  just  another  way  of  saying  that  if  we 
mind  our  own  affairs  and  never  think  of  our  neigh¬ 
bor’s  we  will  make  no  enemies.  And  he  was  able 
to  practice  his  views  and  deserved  and  won  the 
friendship  and  respect  of  his  neighbors.  He  died 
November  29,  1911.  The  wife,  Mary  Jane  Mc- 
Quaid,  was  born  January  31,  1832,  and  they  were 
married  September  21,  1852.  She  was  a  woman  of 
unusual  energy  and  mental  attainment,  a  splendid 
mother,  who  was  ambitious  that  her  children  re¬ 
ceive  an  education  and  take  their  place  in  their 
community ;  she  understood  motherhood,  rearing 
her  children  so  as  to  keep  them  strong  of  body 
and  attached  to  honesty,  sympathy,  and  respect  for 
their  elders ;  shq  was  a  physician  and  spiritual  ad¬ 
viser  in  one.  She  died  October  4,  1915. 

Of  the  twelve  children  above  named,  only  one 
now  resides  in  Venango  County.  Quincy  Dick¬ 
son  Hastings,  born  on  the  farm  December  18,  1878, 
the  youngest  of  the  family.  He  received  his 
schooling  in  the  district  school,  Maple  Grove,  and 
at  Rouseville  High  School,  and  afterward  taking 
an  eclectic  course  at  the  Northern  University  of 
Indiana.  He  married  Gertrude  A.  Breckinridge, 
of  Oil  City,  January  15,  1908,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Gertrude  Ruth,  born  in  Franklin,  Septem¬ 
ber  14,  1910. 

Quincy  D.  registered  as  a  law  student  with  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Rheem,  Esq.,  of  Venango  County  Bar, 
then  residing  and  practicing  law  in  Franklin.  Mr. 
Rheem  was  a  kindly,  thoughtful  gentleman,  taking 
a  close  personal  interest  in  his  friends  and  students, 


and  being  somewhat  elderly  and  with  leisure,  he 
gave  time  and  attention  to  directing  the  course  of 
study  as  pursued  by  Mr.  Hastings.  Mr.  Rheem 
died  before  Mr.  Hastings  was  admitted,  he  being 
admitted  September  12,  1904  and  immediately  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  practice  of  law  at  Franklin,  and  has 
since  followed  his  profession  there.  In  politics  he 
is  a  conservative  Republican;  he  has  no  lodge  con¬ 
nections  and  is  not  much  given  to  community 
movements  and  reforms.  He  has  been  known  to 
say  that  the  Ten  Commandments  sufficiently  cover 
men’s  relations  and  intercourse  one  with  another, 
and  that  he  has  never  found  time  to  get  back  of 
any  propaganda  which  has  for  its  aim  the  im¬ 
provement  or  reform  of  the  standards  and  ideals 
found  in  the  Commandments.  He  is  a  rather 
modest  and  unassuming  person,  who  becomes  quite 
forceful  and  persuasive  in  his  arguments  in  court. 
He  enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  bench 
and  bar  in  his  own  and  surrounding  counties,  and 
has  a  good  practice;  he  is  energetic  and  consci¬ 
entious,  and  has  made  many  friends,  and  in  his 
personal  and  social  relations,  is  kindly,  generous, 
and  sympathetic.  He  was  a  candidate  on  the  Re¬ 
publican  ticket  for  judge  of  the  courts  of  Venango 
County  in  the  year,  1925,  and  was  defeated  by  the 
Hon.  William  M.  Parker,  of  Oil  City. 


FRANK  M.  JOHNSTON,  prominent  oil  pro¬ 
ducer  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  at 
Westfield,  New  York,  June  25,  1852,  son  of  Sam¬ 
uel  and  Margaret  (McKee)  Johnston.  Samuel 
Johnston  was  a  native  of  County  Down,  Ireland, 
and  came  to  America  in  1832,  settling  at  Westfield, 
New  York.  He  followed  farming,  and  also  con¬ 
ducted  a  meat  market  there  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
two  years  in  connection  with  his  farming.  He 
died  at  Westfield,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years, 
and  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
They  had  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom 
only  two  are  living:  Margaret,  the  widow  of  Will 
Cochran,  who  resides  in  Phoenix,  Arizona;  and 
Frank  M.  Johnston,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
attended  public  school  and  graduated  from  a  com¬ 
mercial  college  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  1869.  He 
then  became  a  telegraph  operator,  and  this  he  fol¬ 
lowed  for  three  years,  and  was  next  employed  as 
a  bookkeeper  until  1878,  when  he  came  to  the 
Pennsylvania  oil  fields  and  drilled  wells  in  what 
was  known  as  the  lower  fields,  particularly  in 
Clarion  County.  In  1881  he  came  to  Bradford  and 
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purchased  interests  in  several  producing  prop¬ 
erties,  being  associated  for  a  time  with  J.  Kemp 
Bartlett,  of  Baltimore.  Since  1885  he  has  been 
operating  individually,  and  is  one  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  producers  in  the  Pennsylvania  fields. 

In  January,  1925,  one  of  the  largest  oil  deals 
negotiated  in  the  Bradford  field  during  its  history 
was  completed,  when  a  representative  of  the  As¬ 
sociated  Producers’  Oil  Company  closed  for  that 
concern  negotiations  for  the  purchase  from  Mr. 
Johnston  of  his  immense  oil  properties  in  the  Bing¬ 
ham  district,  in  Lafayette  Township,  McKean 
County.  The  property  included  1,196  acres  of 
leases  and  one  hundred  andj  nineteen  producing  oil 
wells,  the  land  being  in  what  is  known  as  the  flood 
district.  It  is  a  prolific  locality,  and  the  value  of 
the  holdings  may  be  judged  by  the  price  paid 
therefor,  $1,000,000.  This  property  was  developed 
entirely  by  Mr.  Johnston.  It  was  only  a  portion 
of  the  oil  property  of  which  he  iS|  the  sole  owner. 
He  still  retains  his  Harrisburg  Run  oil  holdings, 
including  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  wells,  and 
five  or  six  hundred  acres  of  good  territory,  which 
he  will  continue  to  operate,  also  oil  interests  in 
many  other  fields.  At  Westfield,  New  York,  he  is 
the  owner  of  a  valuable  fruit,  farm.  Long  before 
his  big  oil  deal  above  mentioned,  Mr.  Johnston 
was  considered  in  the  millionaire  class.  His  pros¬ 
perity  has  been  due  to  constant  personal  attention 
to  his  extensive  properties,  and  to  unsurpassed 
skill  and  experience  in  handling  them.  His  home 
is  at  No.  200  Congress  Street,  Bradford. 

Mr.  Johnston  has  been  a  valuable  citizen  to 
Bradford.  He  is  reputed  to  have  bought  and  sold 
more  oil  property  than  any  other  producer  in  this 
district.  He  keeps  his  head,  aims  at  a  profit,  but 
does  not  drive  hard  bargains.  Many  men  today 
in  this  field  who  have  been  successful  as  producers 
obtained  their  start  through  the  assistance  or 
friendly  indulgence  of  Mr.  Johnston.  He  is  one 
of  the  old  school  of  business  men  and  can  look 
back  with  satisfaction  upon  a  successful  career. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  Presbyterian 
by  faith.  He  has  sought  neither  office  nor  posi¬ 
tion,  and  lives  a  quiet,  unpretentious  life. 

Frank  M.  Johnston  married,  at  St.  Petersburg, 
Pennsylvania,  in  May,  1881,  Josie  A.  Kerr,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sampson  and  Maria  Kerr,  and  they  had 
three  children :  Harriet  Florence,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-one  years  during  the  influenza  epi¬ 
demic  of  1919;  Birdie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 


three  years ;  and  F.  Harold,  a  biography  of  whom 
follows. 


F.  HAROLD  JOHNSTON,  son  of  Frank  M. 
and  Josie  A.  (Kerr)  Johnston,  was  born  in  Brad¬ 
ford,  Pennsylvania,  January  13,  1894  (see  preced¬ 
ing  biography).  He  received  his  preliminary  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Brad¬ 
ford,  then  entered  Staunton  Military  Academy.  He 
further  took  a  course  of  study  in  a  business  col¬ 
lege  to  fit  himself  for  association  with  his  father 
in  his  oil  transactions.  Upon  the  completion  of  his 
education  he  became  asssociated  with  his  father, 
with  whom  he  has  continued  to  the  present  (1926). 

Mr.  Johnston  has  always  been  active  in  sports; 
he  played  on  the  football  team  of  the  high)  school, 
and  also  basketball  claimed  his  attention,  and  he 
is  still  encouraging  these  two  sports  in  Bradford 
schools.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Union 
Lodge,  No.  334  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of 
Bradford;  Bradford  Chapter,  No.  260,  Royal 
Arch  Masons ;  Council  No.  43,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters;  Trinity  Commandery,  No.  58,  Knights 
Templar;  Coudersport  Consistory,  thirty-second 
degree,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Zem 
Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania;  and  Fed¬ 
eral  Forest,  No.  83,  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Bradford  Club,  and,  like  his 
father,  is  a  Presbyterian  in  religious  faith. 

F.  Harold  Johnston  married,  December  14,  1919, 
Jennie  June  Jack,  daughter  of  Harry  Jack,  of 
Binghamton,  New  York,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Harriett  June  and  Frank  Harold, 
Jr.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Harold  Johnston  reside  at 
No.  555  East  Main  Street,  Bradford. 


JOHN  L.  NESBIT — Outstanding  among  the 
professional  men  of  Franklin  is  John  L.  Nesbit, 
well  known  attorney  and  president  of  the  Ex¬ 
change  Bank  and  Trust  Company  of  that  place. 
Mr.  Nesbit  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Clara 
(Lasher)  Nesbit,  the  elder  Mr.  Nesbit  also  being 
a  banker. 

John  L.  Nesbit  was  born  at  Utica,  Pennsylvania, 
July  13,  1874,  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  village.  He  then 
became  a  student  at  Allegheny  College,  Mead- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  and  later  at  Westminster  Col¬ 
lege,  New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1895  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
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of  Arts.  He  now  entered  the  law  school  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  with  the  class  of  1898, 
and  two  years  later  returned  to  Venango  County, 
where,  after  some  months  of  further  study  in  the 
office  of  Judge  Christopher  Heydrick,  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  in'  April,  1899,  and  to  the  bar  of 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court  in  1911.  Almost 
immediately  upon  his  admission  he  formed  an 
association  with  Carl  I.  Heydrick,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Heydrick  &  Nesbit,  and  practiced  under 
this  firm  name  until  1907,  when  the  death  of  Mr. 
Heydrick  brough  the  partnership  to  an  end.  Since 
that  date  Mr.  Nesbit  has  always  practiced  under 
his  own  name  except  in  1920  and  1921,  when  he 
was  in  partnership  with  Elisha  W.  Criswell  under 
the  firm  name  of  Nesbit  &  Criswell;  he  carries 
on  a  large  practice  in  addition  to  other  interests 
to  which  he  has  devoted  himself  in  recent  years. 
Since  1912  he  has  been  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Exchange  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  and  he  now 
holds  the  office  of  president  of  that  important  in¬ 
stitution.  He  plays  an  active  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  local  Democratic  party  organization,  and 
has  served  as  county  chairman. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Nesbit  is  affiliated  with  Myrtle 
Lodge,  No.  316,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Ve¬ 
nango  Chapter,  No.  21 1,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Keystone  Council,  No.  142,  Royal  and  Select 
Masters;  Franklin  Commandery,  No.  44,  Knights 
Templar;  Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite,  thirty-second  degree ;  and 
Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Erie;  and  also  with  the 
Franklin  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  Among  his  clubs  are  the  Franklin,  the 
Kiwanis,  and  the  Wanango.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church;  also  a  member  of  Phi 
Gamma  Delta  college  fraternity,  and  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  and  American  Bar  associations. 

Mr.  Nesbit  married,  in  Richmond,  Virginia, 
March  16,  1914,  Amanda  (Vincent)  Farrell,  widow 
of  Tracy  C.  Farrell,  of  Meadville,  who  died  in 
1906.  Mrs.  Nesbit  comes  from  a  very  old  family. 
Her  great-grandfather,  Salsberry  Vincent,  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Mace  Demedici,  a  direct  descendant  of 
the  famous  Medici  rulers  of  medieval  Florence. 
Her  grandfather,  David  Vincent,  married  Amanda 
Alexander,  and  his  son,  Ira  Eddy  Vincent,  mar¬ 
ried  Martha  J.  Henderson,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Martha  (De  Mars)  Henderson,  and  they  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  Amanda  Vincent,  who  is  now 


Mrs.  (Vincent-Farrell)  Nesbit.  Mrs.  Nesbit’s  ma¬ 
ternal  great-uncle,  Mr.  De  Mars,  was  the  first 
lawyer  in  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania.  By  her 
first  marriage  Mrs.  (Vincent-Farrell)  Nesbit  has 
two  children :  Vincent  Oliver  Farrell,  who  mar¬ 
ried,  on  June  27,  1923,  Florence  Gilbert ;  and 
Marion  Virginia  Farrell.  Mrs.  Nesbit  is  ex¬ 
tremely  active  in  club  work  and  politics  in  Frank¬ 
lin.  She  is  one  of  the  outstanding  women  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  is  at  present  serving  as 
chairman  of  the  Women’s  Democratic  County 
Committee;  and  she  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Franklin  Women’s  Club,  the  Wanango  Club,  and 
the  Monday  Evening  Musical  Club.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


JOHN  STUCHELL  FISHER— A  leading 
member  of  the  Indiana  County  bar  for  more  than 
three  decades,  Mr.  Fisher  is  also  a  prominent  figure 
in  many  industrial  and  financial  enterprises  of 
great  importance  in  his  part  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
at  various  times  and  for  many  years  has  taken  a 
very  active  and  effective  part  in  public  affairs  as 
a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Senate,  as 
State  Commissioner  of  Banking,  and  in  connection 
with  some  of  the  State’s  educational  institutions. 
He  was  born  in  1867  in  South  Mahoning  Town¬ 
ship,  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  Sam¬ 
uel  R.  and  Mariah  McG.  Fisher. 

John  Stuchell  Fisher  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  the  Indiana  State  Normal  School, 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  of  which  latter  he  is  a 
graduate.  He  then  took  up  the/  study  of  law,  and 
after  his  admission  to  the  bar  established  himself 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Indiana,  where 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Cunning¬ 
ham  &  Fisher  since  1893.  He  has  been  prom¬ 
inent  in  politics  for  many  years  as  a  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  where  he  served  from  1901  to  1908.  He 
was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Capitol  Investiga¬ 
tion  Commission  which  exposed  frauds  com¬ 
mitted  in  connection  with  the  erection  of  the  new 
State  Capitol  at  Harrisburg,  and  on  May  2,  1919, 
he  was  appointed  State  Commissioner  of  Banking, 
which  office  he  resigned  April  12,  1922.  He  is 
president  of  the  Beech  Creek  Railroad  Company, 
the  Beech  Creek  Extension  Railroad  Company,  and 
the  Dixon  Run  Land  Company,  and  a  director  of 
the  Middleburg  Light,  Heat  and  Power,  Company, 
the  Clearfield  Bituminous  Coal  Corporation,  and 
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the  Savings  and  Trust  Company  of  Indiana.  He 
is  also  president  of  the  Indiana  Hospital,  vice- 
president  of  the  Indiana  State  Normal  School,  and 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  College.  His  clubs  include  the  Cos¬ 
mopolitan  Club  and  the  Indiana  Country  Club  of 
Indiana,  and  the  Union  League  Club  of  Philadel¬ 
phia.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Fisher  married  Hapsie  Miller,  who  died 
several  years  ago,  and  he  makes  his  home  in 
Indiana. 


LYMAN  COOK — For  many  years,  going 
back  to  the  days  of  rafting,  a  riverman  on  the 
Allegheny  River  and  a  builder  of  boats,  Mr.  Cook, 
though  a  native  of  New  York  State,  has  been  a 
resident  of  Pennsylvania  and  more  particularly  of 
Forest  County  most  of  his  life  and  has  been  very 
prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  this  region.  He 
was  born  at  Whitney  Point,  Broome  County,  New 
York,  a  son  of  Charles  A.  Cook,  his  father  being  a 
successful  farmer. 

Lyman  Cook  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
which  he  left  in  1861.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
riverman  of  the  old  school  on  the  Allegheny  River, 
building  a  large  number  of  boats  and  barges  for 
the  Ohio  River  coal  trade  which  he  personally 
brought  into  Pittsburgh  from  where  they  had  been 
ordered.  For  more  than  half  a  century  he  has 
made  his  home  in  Nebraska,  Forest  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  has  taken  an  active  and  effective  part 
in  the  town’s  and  county’s  affairs  and  develop¬ 
ment,  serving,  at  various  times,  as  road  supervisor, 
town  clerk,  associate  county  judge  and  justice  of 
the  peace.  During  the  Civil  War  he  served  for 
one  year  under  General  Sheridan,  taking  part  in 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  campaign  where  he  was 
slightly  wounded.  His  religious  affiliations  are 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  no  church  of 
this  denomination  being  conveniently  located  to  his 
home,  he  has  worshipped  during  most  of  his  life 
in  a  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Cook  married,  at  Nebraska,  December  28, 
1876,  Harriet  Melissa  Arner,  a  daughter  of  Louis 
and  Elizabeth  Arner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  are  the 
parents  of  five  children  :  1.  Phoebe  Elizabeth,  born 
November  6,  1877.  2.  Louis  Andrew,  born  August 
10,  1879.  3.  Ruth,  bom  September  13,  1881.  4. 

Ralph  Alexander,  born  November  6,  1883.  5. 

Augusta,  born  March  21,  1886. 


VERNON  FRANK  TAYLOR— One  of  the 

successful  business  men  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania, 
is  Frank  Vernon  Taylor,  president  of  the  Farmers’ 
Bank  and  Trust  Company,  and  a  large  oil  operator. 
He  was  born  in  Daguscahonda,  Elk  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  May  14,  1888.  His  father  was  Benson 
E-  Taylor,  a  native  of  Houlton,  Maine,  one  of  the 
most  northerly  towns  in  the  United  States,  and  his 
mother  was  Emma  (Olmstead)  Taylor,  of  Brock- 
wayville,  Pennsylvania,  who  is  still  living.  Benson 
E.  Taylor  operated  a  small  country  store  in  Dagus¬ 
cahonda  for  several  years  prior  to  1892,  when  he 
moved  to  Brockwayville,  Pennsylvania.  In  1918  he 
entered  the  banking  business. 

In  1892,  at  the  time  Mr.  Taylor  was  four  years 
old,  his  parents  moved  to  Brockwayville,  Jefferson 
County.  Here  Mr.  Taylor  attended  the  public  and 
high  schools.  He  also  studied  at  the  Allegheny 
Preparatory  School,  and  entered  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1911,  and 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  and 
Economics.  He  took  up  mining  upon  leaving  col¬ 
lege,  and  became  superintendent  of  the  mines  of 
the  McKnight  Coal  Company,  in  Brockwayville. 
Here  he  remained  for  four  years.  The  company 
acquired  new  holdings  and  they  led  Mr.  Taylor 
to  move  to  Indiana  County  in  1915.  In  1916  he 
severed  his  connection  with  the  McKnight  Coal 
Company,  and  engaged  in  the  coal  business  for 
himself.  This  he  continued  until  1918  when  he 
sold  his  holdings  to  enter  the  United  States  Army 
for  the  World  War.  On  receiving  his  honorable 
discharge  from  the  service  in  December,  1918,  he 
engaged  in  the  oil  business  as  a  producer,  and  has 
continued  in  that  busines  to  the  present  time.  He 
is  president  of  the  Farmers’  Bank  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  director  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Indiana;  the  Citizens’ 
National  Bank  of  Indiana  and  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Sykesville,  Pennsylvania;  also  the  Long 
Island  Lighting  Company  and  the  Marland  Oil 
Company.  He  is  a  trustee  of  Grove  City  College, 
and  of  the  Torrance  State  Hospital  at  Torrance, 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  member  of  Elk 
Lodge,  No.  279,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at 
Ridgway;  also  the  Chapter,  Council  and  the  Com- 
mandery  of  Knights  Templar  at  Ridgway;  of  Erie 
Lodge  of  Perfection,  Pittsburgh  Consistory,  and 
Jaffa  Shrine,  at  Altoona,  as  well  as  the  S.  A.  E. 
college  fraternity.  His  clubs  are  the  Duquesne,  of 
Pittsburgh;  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
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the  Bankers’  of  New  York  City;  the  Indiana 
Country  Club  and  the  Cosmopolitan  Club  of  Indi¬ 
ana.  The  Presbyterian  Church  is  his  preference 
among  religious  denominations.  Politically  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Republican  Party. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  married,  June  16,  1915,  to  Ruth 
Campbell,  of  Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania.  They 
are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Vernon  Frank, 
Jr.,  Ruth  Campbell,  Virginia,  and  Robert  Benson. 
His  business  address  is  the  Savings  and  Trust 
Building  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania. 


WALTER  S.  BLAISDELL,  M.  D.— Engaged 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  for  some  sixteen  years, 
Dr.  Blaisdell  has  been  located  in  recent  years  in 
Punxsutawney,  Jefferson  County,  Pennsylvania,  and 
is  prominent  in  the  civic,  financial  and  social  life  of 
the  town.  He  was  born  in  1866  at  Macomb,  Illi¬ 
nois,  where  his  father  was  for  many  years  a  suc¬ 
cessful  practitioner  of  medicine. 

Walter  S.  Blaisdell  was  educated  at  the  Abbott 
Family  School,  Farmington,  Maine,  and  at  the 
University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  after  which 
he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
since  then  absorbed  by  and  forming  part  of  the 
School  of  Medicine  of  the  University  of  Maryland, 
from  which  institution  he  graduated  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1890.  He  is  a  coal 
operator  and  a  director  of  the  County  National 
Bank  of  Punxsutawney,  in  which  town  he  has 
made  his  residence  for  thirty-three  years.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  while 
his  clubs  include  the  Duquesne,  of  Pittsburgh,  the 
Harrisburg,  of  Harrisburg,  and  the  Racquet  and 
the  Manufacturers  of  Philadelphia.  In  politics  he 
is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  Party,  and  his 
religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

Dr.  Blaisdell  married,  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
in  1892,  Nellie  E.  Russell,  a  daughter  of  Major 
Samuel  and  Eliza  Russell.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Blaisdell 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Frances,  now 
Mrs.  Hamill;  and  Ralph  R. 


ALEXANDER  MacLEOD  BROWN,  M.  D. 

— A  physician  of  the  regular  school,  Dr.  Alexander 
MacLeod  Brown  has  practiced  medicine  in  Frank¬ 
lin,  Pennsylvania,  since  1899.  He  was  born  in 
Pleasantville,  Pennsylvania,  May  8,  1868,  the  son 


of  Alexander  W.  and  Minerva  (Mitchell)  Brown. 
His  father,  a  merchant  and  banker,  was  the  son 
of  John  and  Mary  (Queen)  Brown.  His 
maternal  grandparents  were  Thomas  and  Eliza 
(Lamb)  Mitchell. 

Dr.  Brown  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Pleasantville  and  Titusville;  the  Hill  School, 
of  Pottstown,  Pennsylvania ;  Amherst  College, 
where  he  received  his  degree  in  1892;  and  finally 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  se¬ 
cured  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1898. 
During  his  medical  course  he  achieved  the  repu¬ 
tation  for  keen  and  accurate  diagnosis,  which  has 
gone  with  him  throughout  his  career.  Since  his 
school  days  he  has  been  an  enthusiastic  sportsman 
and  golfer. 

His  schooling  finished,  he  began  the  general 
practice  of  medicine  in  Franklin,  where  he  is  now 
established  as  one  of  the  ablest  doctors  in  his  pro¬ 
fession.  From  time  to  time  throughout  his  years 
of  practice,  Dr.  Brown  has  attended  clinics  in 
many  of  the  great  hospitals  in  this  country,  and  on 
one  trip,  the  hospitals  in  Paris  and  London,  thus 
keeping  abreast  of  the  times  in  his  profession. 

Dr.  Brown  became  a  member  of  the  Delta 
Kappa  Epsilon  Fraternity  at  Amherst,  and  belongs 
to  the  Venango  County  and  State  Medical  societies, 
and  the  American  Medical  Association.  The 
Franklin  and  Wanango  clubs,  and  the  Kiwanis 
Club  claim  his  membership.  He  is  a  communi¬ 
cant  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  are  all  the 
members  of  his  family. 

Dr.  Brown  married,  April  26,  1905,  in  Franklin, 
Helen  Heydrick,  daughter  of  Judge  Christopher 
and  Frances  Helen  (Irwin)  Heydrick  (see  fol¬ 
lowing  biography).  Mrs.  Brown  is  interested  in 
church  work,  and  was  the  first  woman  elected  to 
the  Franklin  School  Board.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brown 
are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Alexander  MacLeod 
Brown,  Jr.,  born  February  28,  1908. 


JUDGE  CHRISTOPHER  HEYDRICK  had 

the  virtues  of  a  strong  personality ;  power  to  think 
clearly  and  comprehensively,  to  decide  wisely,  to 
abide  by  a  well  considered  decision,  and  to  push 
aggressively  principles  and  activities  that  had  the 
full  support  of  his  convictions.  Such  character¬ 
istics  were  in  part  responsible  for  his  loyalty  to  the 
highest  principles  throughout  all  his  legal  and 
business  practices,  as  well  as  to  friends,  family, 
and  church.  In  addition  he  had  the  advantages 
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of  a  distinguished  physical  bearing,  and  until  his 
later  years  abounding  good  health.  His  ancestry 
was  sound  and  admirable.  His  father,  Charles 
H.  Heydrick,  born  at  Chestnut  Hill,  Philadelphia, 
in  1799,  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Christopher  Heydrick, 
who  was  educated  under  David  Rittenhouse, 
famous  philosopher  and  mathematician,  and  who 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush  and 
Dr.  Benjamin  Say,  graduating  from  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  in  1792.  Dr.  Heydrick  belonged 
to  many  learned  societies  of  his  time,  was  long  a 
prominent  Philadelphian,  and  practiced  his  pro¬ 
fession  in  that  city  until  1819.  His  father,  great¬ 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
record,  Abraham  Heydrick,  was  a  farmer  and 
merchant  of  Springfield  Township,  Montgomery 
County,  and  the  son  of  Balthasar  Heydrick.  The 
last-named  was  a  martyr  to  religious  persecution 
in  his  native  State  of  Silesia,  and  fled  to  Saxony 
in  1726,  migrating  with  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  of  his  co-religionists  by  way  of  Holland  to 
Philadelphia  in  1734.  At  least  one  of  the  ancestors 
of  Judge  Heydrick  performed  valuable  services 
for  the  Colonies  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  It 
was  to  lands  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  purchased 
from  two  Revolutionary  soldiers  to  whom  it  had 
been  granted,  that  Dr.  Heydrick  moved  in  1819, 
when  he  established  himself  at  Mercer.  A  par¬ 
ticularly  fine  section  of  the  land  was  in  Venango 
County,  and  this  having  been  put  under  culti¬ 
vation,  was  turned  over  to  Dr.  Heydrick’s  son, 
Charles  H.  Heydrick,  who  lived  out  his  life  there. 
Charles  H.  Heydrick  married,  in  1826,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  a  neighbor,  Mary  Adams,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  Judge  Christopher  Heydrick,  of  fur¬ 
ther  mention. 

Judge  Christopher  Heydrick  was  born  May  10, 
1830,  second  of  his  father’s  six  children.  Although 
educational  opportunities  were  scarce  in  the  rude 
frontier  conditions,  his  own  home  was  the  seat 
of  good  education  and  good  taste.  He  gained  a 
solid  foundation  of  education,  then  helped  himself 
through  the  higher  branches  by  means  of  teaching 
and  studying  simultaneously.  After  a  term  at 
the  Grand  River  Institution  in  Austinburg,  Ohio, 
Christopher  Heydrick  entered  Allegheny  College 
at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1852.  For  a  time  he  taught  in  Kentucky, 
where  his  somewhat  impaired  health  was  restored. 
He  was  then  able  to  give  himself  intensively  to 
the  study  of  law,  which  he  was  first  licensed  to 


practice  in  Kentucky,  and  which  he  followed  up 
by  admission  to  the  bar  in  Venango  County,  Jan¬ 
uary  27,  1854.  Having  acquired  considerable 
knowledge  of  surveying  from  his  father,  who  was 
a  good  surveyor  and  draughtsman,  Judge  Hey¬ 
drick  was  associated  with  Judge  Irwin  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  a  map  of  Venango  County,  which  be¬ 
came  the  standard  map  of  the  county  and  at  the 
same  time  gave  to  Judge  Heydrick  his  afterward 
valuable  knowledge  of  estate  problems.  Since  the 
county  in  the  beginning  furnished  comparatively 
little  work  for  the  young  lawyer,  he  devoted  him¬ 
self  to  study,  and  was  thus  ready  for  clients  in 
all  kinds  of  legal  tangles  when  the  discovery  of 
petroleum  in  commercial  quantities  brought  an 
influx  of  people  and  great  industrial  activity  to 
the  county,  in  1859.  His  legal  standing  was  of 
the  first  rank  in  the  State.  His  cases  were 
especially  notable  in  connection  with  oil  and  land 
questions,  in  which  fields  he  was  thoroughly  versed. 
He  was  appointed  by  a  Republican  governor  as 
one  of  three  commissioners  to  revise  the  revenue 
laws  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1891  he  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Pattison  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
in  his  year  of  office  filed  opinions  and  gave  de¬ 
cisions  on  forty-eight  cases.  When  appointed  in 
1893  to  fill  another  unexpired  term,  he  declined 
for  personal  reasons.  Of  his  judicial  work,  a 
prominent  New  York  lawyer  said  at  a  recent 
college  gathering:  “Every  lawyer  in  the  East 
is  familiar  with  the  high  character  of  Judge 
Heydrick’s  decisions.” 

As  a  citizen,  Judge  Heydrick  was  active  and 
influential  in  encouraging  and  promoting  local 
enterprises,  such  as  the  extension  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  from  Meadville  to  Franklin;  perfecting 
the  water  supply  system  of  the  city;  building  a 
long  needed  bridge  across  the  Allegheny  River 
to  connect  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad;  and 
organizing  and  maintaining  a  cemetery  association. 
He  was  also  for  many  years  president  of  the 
Exchange  Bank,  of  Franklin.  Prohibition  won 
him  for  an  ardent  advocate.  The  governor 
appointed  him  president  of  a  commission  to  select 
a  site  for  the  State  Institution  for  the  Feeble¬ 
minded  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  to  erect  the 
buildings.  The  successful  completion  of  this  task 
after  two  years  of  hard  work  constituted  what  was 
in  his  own  opinion  his  greatest  contribution  to 
public  welfare.  In  spite  of  these  varied  activities 
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and  many  heartbreaking  reverses  in  the  way  of 
business  enterprises,  Judge  Heydrick  continued  to 
read  wisely,  think  deeply,  and  write  ably  on 
public  questions,  his  published  works  including 
“The  Transportation  and  Storage  of  Petroleum,” 
a  report  made  before  the  Judiciary  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  Washington,  D. 
C. ;  “John  Marshall,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States”;  “The  Power  to  Create  Corporations”; 
and  “The  Genesis,  Evolution  and  Establishment 
of  the  Common  School  System  in  Pennsylvania.” 
To  the  Schwenkfelder  Church,  that  of  his  an¬ 
cestors,  Judge  Heydrick  was  unvaryingly  loyal 
and  helpful. 

Judge  Heydrick  married,  on  June  20,  i860, 
Frances  Helen,  daughter  of  Judge  Richard  Irwin, 
of  Franklin.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  two  are  living :  Harriet ;  and 
Helen,  who  became  the  wife  of  a  prominent 
physician  of  Franklin,  Dr.  Alexander  MacLeod 
Brown  (see  preceding  biography). 

Judge  Heydrick  passed  away  October  9,  1914, 
in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  Of  him  Judge 
Criswell  said:  “We  shall  revere  his  memory  as 
that  of  one  who  in  life,  in  an  exceptional  way, 
adorned  our  common  citizenship  and  the  profes¬ 
sion  we  love.”  A  report  and  memorial  on  Judge 
Heydrick  was  adopted  by  the  bar  of  Venango 
County,  spread  on  the  minutes  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  which  read,  in  part,  as  follows: 

His  sound  judgment  was  the  main  reliance  of 
his  associates ;  and  in  the  public  positions  which 
he  filled,  he  performed  the  duties  imposed  upon 
him  with  marked  fidelity. 

In  disposition  he  was  diffident,  reserved  and 
reticent  to  an  extent  which  gave  a  tone  of  aus¬ 
terity  to  his  manner  and  repelled  intimacy  by 
strangers ;  but  after  these  outward  guards  were 
passed,  he  became  a  genial  companion  to  his 
friends.  .  .  .  His  firmness  was  so  pronounced 
that  it  sometimes  seemed  to  pass  into  obstinacy. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  his  life  furnishes  an  example 
to  and  reflects  honor  upon  his  profession. 


ROBERT  LOUIS  RALSTON— Studious  and 
well-applied  effort,  combined  with  great  natural 
ability  and  sincere  devotion  to  the  science  of  law, 
were  to  a  large  degree  the  basis  of  the  success  which 
attended  the  general  law  practice  of  Mr.  Ralston, 
whose  law  offices  for  more  than  three  decades  were 
located  in  Kittanning,  Armstrong  County,  where  in 
the  years  preceding  his  death  in  1925  he  had  made 
his  headquarters  at  No.  316  Market  Street. 


Throughout  his  long  service  as  a  member  of  the 
Armstrong  County  bar  he  gave  his  undivided  at¬ 
tention  to  the  requirements  of  his  profession  and 
won  a  place  of  high  regard  among  his  fellow 
lawyers,  at  the  same  time  taking  at  all  times  a 
loyal  and  helpful  interest  in  all  matters  which 
tended  toward  the  progress  of  Kittanning  and  the 
welfare  of  the  community. 

Robert  Louis  Ralston  was  born  in  Armstrong 
County,  Pennsylvania,  April  23,  1867,  a  son  of 
James  and  Maria  (Thornburg)  Ralston,  and  was 
a  descendant  of  some  of  the  early  families  of  Arm¬ 
strong  County.  His  father,  a  native  of  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  and  engaged  there  in  farming,  died 
in  1876,  while  his  mother,  a  native  of  old  Alle¬ 
gheny,  survived  until  1906. 

Mr.  Ralston  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  county  and  at  Westminster  College, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1890.  He  then  took 
up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  J.  H.  McCain 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1893,  from 
which  time  on  he  conducted  a  general  practice  in 
Kittanning  under  his  own  name.  In  politics  he 
was  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  Party  but,  al¬ 
though  he  always  took  an  intelligent  and  sincere 
interest  in  the  affairs  and  principles  of  his  party, 
he  never  sought  public  office.  During  the  World 
War,  however,  he  served  ably  and  effectively  as  a 
member  of  the  local  Legal  Advisory  Board.  His 
religious  affiliations  were  with  the  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

Mr.  Ralston  never  married  and  died  after  a  short 
illness  at  his  home  in  Kittanning,  December  8, 
1925,  survived  by  a  brother,  George  G.  Ralston,  of 
New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  sister,  Miss 
Laura  Ralston,  of  Kittanning.  In  his  death  the 
Armstrong  County  bar  lost  one  of  its  most  eminent 
leaders,  his  community  an  upright  and  useful 
citizen,  his  many  friends  a  genial  and  faithful 
associate,  and  his  family  a  loving  and  devoted 
brother. 


DENTON  M.  ALBRIGHT— To  his  position 
as  principal  of  the  Kittanning  Junior-Senior  High 
School,  and  now  as  superintendent  of  city  schools 
at  Rochester,  Pennsylvania,  Denton  Morris  Al¬ 
bright  brought  a  training  of  many  years  of  gradu¬ 
ate  and  post-graduate  study  as  well  as  eleven  years 
of  experience  as  professor  and  as  principal  in  other 
schools  of  like  grade.  In  fact,  he  is  still  pursuing 
his  own  special  studies  while  busily  engaged  in 
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directing  the  schools  which  are  in  his  charge.  He 
is  not  a  man  to  rest,  satisfied  with  what  he  has 
accomplished  or  acquired,  but  will  always  be 
found  in  that  company  of  eager  minds  who  seek 
“more  light.” 

Denton  M.  Albright  was  born  in  Lineboro,  Car¬ 
rol  County,  Maryland,  son  of  Albert  Pious  and 
Theresa  Jane  Albright.  A  graduate  of  Glenville 
Academy,  he  entered  Albright  College,  matricu¬ 
lated  in  the  classical  course,  and  receiving  from 
this  institution  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  His 
diploma  as  Master  of  Arts  was  conferred  by 
Columbia  University,  where  he  is  now  working  for 
his  Doctor  of  Philosophy  degree,  having  com¬ 
pleted  three  additional  post-graduate  courses  there 
in  the  summer  of  1924  toward  this  degree.  He 
holds  a  diploma  for  supervisor  of  Mathematics  at 
Teachers  College,  Columbia  University,  1921,  and 
from  the  same  University  in  1922  he  received  a 
diploma  for  High  School  Principal.  Mr.  Al¬ 
bright’s  studies  have  taken  him  at  different  times 
to  Lehigh  University,  University  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  He  carried  two 
major  courses  at  Columbia  University,  one  in 
mathematics  and  the  other  in  supervision  of  sec¬ 
ondary  instruction  and  school  administration,  with 
a  minor  in  educational  psychology  and  philosophy. 
The  thirteen  years  of  Mr.  Albright’s  active  career 
have  been  divided  between  six  positions.  His  first 
position  was  as  instructor  in  Latin  at  the  Albright 
Preparatory  School.  At  the  close  of  a  year  he 
left  to  accept  a  position  as  head  of  the  mathe¬ 
matical  department,  assistant  principal  and  coach 
of  athletics  at  Juniata  High  School,  Altoona, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  for  two  years. 
As  supervising  principal  of  the  Spring  Grove  Boro 
High  School  and  Grades  he  spent  the  next  two 
years,  locating  then  for  six  years  in  Harrisburg, 
where  he  was  instructor  and  head  of  the  mathe¬ 
matical  department  of  the  high  schools.  Mr.  Al¬ 
bright  then  came,  in  1923,  to  the  Kittanning  Junior- 
Senior  High  School  as  principal,  a  position  he  held 
until  unanimously  elected,  on  April  13,  1926,  super¬ 
intendent  of  city  schools  at  Rochester,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  for  a  term  of  four  years  beginning  May  1. 

During  the  war  he  was  instructor  in  mathematics 
in  the  Field  Artillery  School,  was  in  the  medical 
department  for  a  time,  and  also  served  in  the 
personnel  and  classification  department  at  Fort 
Thomas,  Kentucky.  When  the  armistice  brought 
hostilities  to  a  close,  he  had  been  recommended 
for  promotion  to  second  lieutenant. 


Mr.  Albright  is  a  Mason,  holding  membership  in 
Euclid  Lodge,  No.  698,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
member  of  the  Harrisburg  Consistory,  thirty-sec¬ 
ond  degree;  and  Zembo  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Harrisburg 
He  also  belongs  to  the  University  Club  of  Harris¬ 
burg,  the  Rotary  Club  of  Kittanning,  and  the 
Natural  Historical  Society,  of  Harrisburg.  His 
religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


WILLIAM  BELL  RAMSAY— A  man  who 

has  made  his  way  in  the  difficult  field  of  journal¬ 
ism,  William  Bell  Ramsay,  of  Sharon,  Pennsyl 
vania,  enjoys  the  distinction  related  to  his  achieve¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Ramsay  was  born  in  Mercer,  this  State, 
September  20,  1879,  a  son  of  Abram  Pearson  Ram¬ 
say,  of  Slippery  Rock,  Butler  County,  and  Harriet 
(Bell)  Ramsey,  born  in  Liberty  Township,  Mercer 
County.  His  mother  died  in  1911.  Mr.  Ramsay’s 
father  is  a  retired  merchant  and  salesman  whose 
parents  were  William  Paxton  Ramsay  and  Sarah 
Pearson;  his  mother  was  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Katherine  (Breckenridge)  Bell,  a  prominent 
family  of  Mercer.  Mr.  Ramsay’s  newspaper  is  the 
Sharon  “Herald.” 

Mr.  Ramsay  started  in  the  newspaper  business 
in  Sharon  in  1900.  He  had  gained  much  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  journalist’s  vocation  by  connection 
with  two  fine  journals,  the  “Pittsburgh  Gazette- 
Times”  and  the  “Philadelphia  Press”  during  the 
period  of  1905-1907.  Returning  to  Sharon,  he,  in 
association  with  A.  Walter  McDowell,  the  late 
W.  S.  Organ  and  Joseph  Buchholz,  purchased  the 
“Sharon  Weekly  Herald,”  and  within  two  years 
they  developed  it  to  a  daily  newspaper  of  which 
he  is  now  vice-president  and  managing  editor.  His 
work  lifted  the  paper  from  a  journal  of  small  con¬ 
sequence  to  one  that  now  leads  its  field  in  Sharon. 
Mr.  Ramsay’s  early  education  was  gained  in 
Sharon,  where  he  attended  the  elementary  schools. 
He  then  studied  at  Westminster  College  for  three 
years  and  later  attended  Harvard  University  for 
one  year.  Mr.  Ramsay  is  a  member  of  Sharon 
Lodge,  No.  250,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  of 
Zem  Zem  Temple  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
Scottish  Rite  Consistory  of  New  Castle.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  and  the  Sharon 
Country  Club.  Mr.  Ramsay  is  unmarried. 
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ALEXANDER  WALTER  McDOWELL — 

For  almost  two  decades  one  of  the  chief  factors 
in  the  sucessful  management  of  the  Sharon  Herald 
Publishing  Company,  publishers  of  the  Sharon 
“Herald,”  of  Sharon,  Mercer  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Mr.  McDowell  in  recent  years  has  served 
as  the  president  and  treasurer  of  this  concern.  Its 
continued  and  ever  increasing  prosperity  and  in¬ 
fluence  have  been  due  in  no  small  measure  to  his 
great  ability,  his  untiring  energy  and  his  sincere 
enthusiasm.  He  was  born  in  Sharon,  August  7, 
1883,  a  son  of  Martha  Ann  McDowell  and  the  late 
Parker  McDowell. 

Alexander  Walter  McDowell  was  educated  in 
the  public  and  high  schools  of  his  native  city, 
attending  the  latter  for  two  years.  He  also  studied 
art  for  one  year  at  the  Cleveland,  Ohio,  School  of 
Art.  For  a  total  of  five  years  he  was  connected 
in  a  clerical  capacity  with  the  steel  industry.  For 
one  half  of  this  period  he  was  with  the  Sharon 
Steel  Company  and,  after  this  company  had  been 
absorbed  by  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation, 
he,  for  the  same  length  of  time,  was  with  the 
Carnegie  Steel  Company.  Another  year  was  spent 
then  with  an  audit  company  of  Pittsburgh.  In 
1907,  he  became  associated  with  the  late  William  S. 
Organ  and  with  Joseph  Buchholz  and  William  B. 
Ramsay  in  the  organization  of  the  Sharon  Herald 
Publishing  Company.  This  company,  having  pur¬ 
chased  the  “Weekly  Herald”  from  John  L.  Mor¬ 
rison,  continued  this  paper  as  a  weekly  until  April 
12,  1909,  when  it  was  first  published  as  a  daily,  in 
which  form  it  has  continued  since  then.  From  the 
inception  of  the  company  Mr.  McDowell  served  as 
its  secretary  and  treasurer  up  to  the  time  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Organ,  whom  he  succeeded  as  presi¬ 
dent,  retaining  at  the  same  time  the  office  of  treas¬ 
urer,  and  since  then  he  has  held  both  of  these 
offices.  Prior  to  becoming  interested  in  the  Sharon 
“Herald”  he  had  had  considerable  newspaper  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  art  departments  of  the  Cleveland 
“Press,”  the  Cincinnati  “Post”  and  the  St.  Louis 
“Star-Chronicle.”  Indeed,  his  interest  in  news¬ 
paper  publishing  goes  back  to  his  boyhood  days. 
When  he  was  only  nine  years  old  he  published,  in 
association  with  his  brother,  William  C.  McDowell, 
then  thirteen  years  old,  the  Sharon  “Star,”  an 
amateur  weekly  which  continued  publication  for 
six  years.  Mr.  McDowell  has  been  prominent  for 
many  years  in  the  fraternal  life  of  Sharon.  He 
is  a  member  of  Sharon  Lodge,  No.  250,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient 


Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  Zem  Zem  Temple  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania;  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine;  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks;  and  Loyal  Order  of  Moose;  as  well  as  of 
the  Sharon  Country  Club  and  the  Sharon  Rotary 
Club. 

Mr.  McDowell  is  not  married  and  makes  his 
home  in  Sharon. 


GERVAISE  GABRIEL  MARTIN  was  born 
in  Franklin,  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  March 
14,  1873,  a  son  of  Francis  Patrick  and  Ann  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Fahey)  Martin,  the  former  born  at  Cliffden, 
county  of  Connemara,  province  of  Connaught, 
Ireland,  and  the  latter,  Ann  Elizabeth  (Fahey) 
Martin,  in  County  Mayo,  province  of  Connaught, 
Ireland.  His  father  came  to  this  country  from 
England  as  a  young  man,  having  learned  the  trade 
of  silk  weaver  in  Manchester,  England,  at  which 
he  worked  until  his  removal  to  the  United  States. 
Upon  his  arrival  there  he  became  connected  with 
the  oil  industry,  a  connection  which  continued  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  Working  at  first  as  a 
pumper  on  oil  wells,  he  became  later  a  driller,  and 
eventually  a  stillman  in  the  employ  of  the  Galena 
Signal  Oil  Company,  with  which  concern  he  was 
connected  in  this  position  for  the  last  thirty  years 
of  his  life. 

Gervaise  G.  Martin  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Franklin  and  later  was  prepared  for 
college  by  a  private  instructor,  and  at  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  preparatory  work  entered  St  Bona- 
venture’s  College  at  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  County, 
New  York,  where  he  took  the  classical  and  phil¬ 
osophical  course,  graduating  in  June,  1893.  Some 
years  later  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the 
offices  of  Hon.  William  C.  Rheem,  of  Franklin, 
remaining  there  for  four  years.  At  the  April  term, 
1901,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Venango 
County  and  later  was  also  admitted  to  practice 
in  the  Superior  and  Supreme  courts  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  in  the  United  States  District  Court  for 
the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania.  Immedi¬ 
ately  after  admission  to  the  bar  he  established  him¬ 
self  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he 
continued  with  much  success  until  1918  when  he 
removed  to  Okmulgee,  Oklahoma.  There  he  ac¬ 
quired  an  interest  in  the  Okmulgee  “Daily  Demo¬ 
crat,”  one  of  the  most  influential  newspapers  in 
Oklahoma,  which  he  edited  for  five  years  with 
great  ability.  In  October,  1923,  he  disposed  of  his 
interest  in  the  Okmulgee  Democrat  Publishing 
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Company  and  in  the  spring  of  1924  returned  with 
his  family  to  Franklin,  where  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  since  then.  In  politics  Mr. 
Martin  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  Party 
and  in  1903  and  1904  served  as  city  solicitor  of 
Franklin.  His  religious  affiliations,  and  those  of 
his  children,  are  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
while  Mrs.  Martin  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Martin  married,  at  Bartlesville,  Oklahoma, 
June  7,  1911,  Florence  Edith  Black,  a  daughter  of 
John  Jordan  and  Harriet  (Dewey)  Black.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Martin  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
1.  Ruth  Ann,  born  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  April 
24,  1914.  2.  John  Francis,  born  in  Franklin,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  November  10,  1916.  3.  Patricia  Teresa, 
born  in  Okmulgee,  Oklahoma,  December  18,  1923. 
4.  Eugenie  Margaret,  born  in  Franklin,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  January  24,  1926.  The  family  home  is 
located  at  1441  Elk  Street,  Franklin. 


CHARLES  CHASE — A  Pennsylvanian  of  the 
old  school  of  pioneering  and  general  industry, 
whom  to  know  for  his  active  association  with 
decades  of  the  history  of  the  growth  and  progress 
of  the  mid-continent  and  Pennsylvania  activities  is 
an  honor  and  a  pleasure.  Charles  Chase,  known  as 
the  “grand  old  man”  of  Russell,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  residents  in  the  western  part  of  the  State. 
A  veteran  river  pilot,  pioneer  lumber  contractor, 
and  a  veteran  as  well  in  the  care  of  estates,  Mr. 
Chase  is  still  active  and  observant,  and  with  an 
unclouded  memory  regarding  the  times  when  this 
and  other  States  in  which  he  has  resided  were  in 
their  most  vital  transition  periods. 

Charles  Chase  was  born  February  28,  1833,  in 
Pine  Grove  Township,  Warren  County,  son  of 
Reuben  and  Betsy  (Wilson)  Chase.  Members  of 
the  Chase  family  came  to  America  at  the  time 
Roger  Williams  came,  and  first  settled  in  Rhode 
Island.  Here  Reuben  Chase  was  born,  leaving 
this  section  in  the  early  part  of  his  career  to  go  up 
the  Hudson  River,  and  to  reside  in  New  York 
State.  With  his  brother  William  he  came  to 
Warren  County,  about  1818,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  as  a  farmer  and  a  lumber¬ 
man;  he  was  a  land  owner,  and  he  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  His  wife  was 
eighty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
and  her  mother  lived  to  be  ninety-one  years  old. 

When  Charles  Chase  was  ten  years  old  he  left 
home  and  after  attending  the  common  schools  he 


began  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  When 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  he  made  his  first  trip 
down  the  Allegheny  and  Ohio  rivers  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  on  a  raft;  this  was  in  1849.  One  of  the 
pioneers  on  the  rivers  as  a  pilot,  he  followed  that 
occupation  until  1872,  when  for  a  period  he  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  contractor  to  deliver  lumber  for  L.  F. 
Watson,  of  Warren.  After  the  death  of  Mr. 
Watson,  he  assisted  in  the  care  of  his  estate,  as 
well  as  in  the  management  of  the  estate  of  Mrs. 
Sims,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Watson. 

Mr.  Chase  made  his  last  trip  to  Louisville,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  in  1891,  having  had  an  average  of  two  trips 
annually  down  that  river,  and  where  he  was  well- 
known  to  the  pilots,  both  young  and  old,  of  his 
day.  Retiring  from  active  life  in  the  management 
of  the  estates  referred  to,  since  1924  he  has  resided 
in  Russell,  with  the  exception  of  the  years  that 
he  has  lived  in  Warren,  1894  to  1916. 

Mr.  Chase  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders 
of  the  Warren  National  Bank,  and  soon  after  the 
organization  of  the  bank  he  became  a  member 
of  the  board  of  directors,  and  so  continues  to  the 
present ;  he  is  also  one  of  the  most  popular  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board  and  serves  on  its  examining 
committee.  He  became  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
339,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  War¬ 
ren,  in  1867,  and  within  recent  years  the  lodge 
presented  him  with  a  fifty-five  year  jewel.  Mr. 
Chase  is  a  Past  Noble  Grand  of  this  lodge,  and  he 
has  always  been  a  member  in  good  standing.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Conewango  Social  Club,  and 
the  Conewango  Fishing  Club,  having  been  its 
president  since  1905.  This  club  has  a  camp  at 
Lake  Talon,  near  North  Bay,  Canada,  and  for 
many  years  its  members  have  made  annual  trips 
to  this  fishing  ground. 

Charles  Chase  married,  in  1858,  Emeline  Briggs, 
daughter  of  Ira  W.  Briggs,  one  of  the  original 
settlers,  with  the  Ackley,  Martin,  Hale  and  Marsh 
families,  in  this  section.  Mrs.  Chase,  who  died 
February  28,  1907,  was  five  years  younger  than 
Mr.  Chase.  Their  children  were :  1.  Medora, 

who  resides  at  home.  2.  Belle,  who  married  H.  M. 
Putnam,  vice-president  of  the  Warren  National 
Bank,  and  they  have  two  sons:  Harold  C.  and 
H.  M.,  Jr.  3.  Elizabeth,  who  died  December  4, 
1906,  at  twenty-four  years  of  age. 


MARTIN  LUTHER  BOWSER— A  promi¬ 
nent  citizen  and  leading  business  man  of  Kittan¬ 
ning,  Pennsylvania,  is  Martin  Luther  Bowser,  who 
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operates  the  largest  and  best  stocked  shoe  enter¬ 
prise  in  Armstrong  County.  Mr.  Bowser’s  family 
has  long  been  identified  with  that  county,  for  his 
grandfather,  Mathias  Bowser,  son  of  Hopewell 
John  Bowser,  of  Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania, 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  locating  in  Armstrong 
County  in  1798.  He  was  a  brickmaker  by  trade 
and  in  1826  built  one  of  the  first  houses  in  Kittan¬ 
ning,  a  large  two-story  brick  house  for  his  resi¬ 
dence,  opposite  the  Alexander  Hotel,  and  it  is  still 
standing  (1926).  Mr.  Bowser’s  great-grandfather, 
Martin  Loy,  of  Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania, 
for  whom  the  town  of  Loysburg  was  named,  was 
the  father  of  Christiana  Loy,  wife  of  Mathias 
Bowser.  Mr.  Bowser’s  father,  Martin  Loy  Bow¬ 
ser,  was  bom  August  7,  1814,  near  the  site  of  the 
Alexander  Hotel,  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  educated  as  a  surveyor,  but  for  years  prac¬ 
ticed  the  trade  of  cabinet-maker  instead,  and  in  his 
later  years  purchased  a  two-thousand  acre  tract  of 
land  in  West  Virginia  which  he  farmed  and  tim¬ 
bered,  and  also  did  surveying,  until  his  death  in 
1888.  Mr.  Bowser’s  mother,  Nancy  (McGinnis- 
Maitland)  Bowser,  was  born  in  Edenburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  February  27,  1827,  and  died  in  1892. 

Martin  Luther  Bowser  was  born  on  June  26, 
1859,  at  Woodsfield,  Ohio,  and  was  educated  in 
public  schools  in  West  Virginia.  His  first  occupa¬ 
tion  was  that  of  teaching  school  in  West  Virginia, 
which  continued  for  seven  years.  He  then  went 
to  Pittsburgh,  in  1886,  where  for  a  short  time  he 
clerked  in  a  clothing  store,  then  to  Fairview,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  1886,  where  he  clerked  for  two  years 
and  later  continued  the  same  type  of  work  in 
Duke’s  Center,  Pennsylvania.  In  1890  Mr.  Bowser 
moved  to  Butler,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  estab¬ 
lished  a  grocery  store  of  his  own  and  ran  it  ad¬ 
vantageously  for  two  and  a  half  years.  For  two 
years  thereafter  he  lived  in  Pittsburgh  and  again 
served  as  clerk  for  the  W.  M.  Laird  Shoe  Store. 
This  wide  and  varied  experience  proved  invaluable 
when  Mr.  Bowser  finally  found  himself  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  establish  a  shoe  business  for  himself,  as  he 
did  in  1895,  in  Kittanning.  Since  that  time  he  has 
built  up  an  imposing  organization.  A  pioneer  in  the 
business  in  his  county,  he  so  enlarged  his  business 
that  by  1914  he  designed  the  building  which  was 
erected  for  him  by  the  capital  of  someone  inter¬ 
ested  in  real  estate,  and  there  his  store,  with  its 
force  of  twelve  people,  occupies  two  entire  floors. 
Its  stock  is  well  selected,  modern  in  style,  and  ad¬ 


mirable  in  quality,  and  the  store  offers  excellent 
service.  Mr.  Bowser  is  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Kittan¬ 
ning  Country  Club.  A  Republican,  he  served  for 
five  years  on  the  Borough  Council  of  Applewold, 
and  for  twenty-seven  years  has  been  a  member  of 
the  School  Board.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  past 
elder. 

Mr.  Bowser  married  (first),  May  31,  1890,  Edith 
Krotzer,  and  she  died  June  24,  1897,  leaving  two 
children :  Winifred  L.,  now  Mrs.  Gault,  with  two 
sons :  James  Andrew  and  Kenneth  Woodward;  and 
Cecile  Edith,  now  Mrs.  John  P.  Roberts,  with  two 
sons :  John  Martin  and  William  Maitland.  Mr. 
Bowser  married  (second)  Mary  M.  Krotzer,  Au¬ 
gust  1,  1899,  by  whom  he  had  three  children: 
Elizabeth  Claire,  Jeane  Rebecca,  and  Martin 
Kenneth. 


WILLIAM  HARRISON  EMERY,  of  Brad¬ 
ford,  is  a  veteran  oil  producer,  having  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  that  industry  in  Northern  Pennsylvania 
and  other  States  for  a  period  of  nearly  half  a 
century. 

He  was  born  at  Bradford,  February  12,  1856. 
His  grandfather,  Samuel  Emery,  came  from  New 
York  State  to  McKean  County,  Pennsylvania,  set¬ 
tling  in  Bradford  Township  near  the  present  city 
of  that  name.  He  was  a  pioneer  farmer  and  lum¬ 
berman  and  enjoyed  a  high  esteem  in  his  com¬ 
munity.  His  children  were :  Samuel,  Darius,  of 
whom  further;  Elam,  Phoebe  Loop,  Roeline 
Brown,  and  Maria  Andrews. 

Darius  Emery,  father  of  William  H.,  was  born 
at  East  Aurora,  New  York,  January  23,  1822,  and 
from  childhood  lived  in  McKean  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  His  trade  was  that  of  a  gunsmith,  an  occu¬ 
pation  he  followed  for  many  years,  and  was  also 
engaged  in  the  lumber  industry.  He  died  at  Brad¬ 
ford,  December  9,  1877.  His  wife,  Sarah  Young, 
was  born  December  8,  1818,  and  died  January  8, 
1890.  The  children  of  this  union  were:  Lucinda, 
who  married  George  Mills;  Mary,  who  died  un¬ 
married;  Clara,  who  married  Alexander  Watson; 
Anna,  who  married  Bryan  Pearson;  William  Har¬ 
rison,  of  whom  further;  and  Flora,  who  became 
the  wife  of  E.  S.  Barrett. 

William  Harrison  Emery,  after  his  education  in 
the  public  schools,  went  into  the  lumber  woods, 
having  a  varied  experience  in  the  lumber  industry. 
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Two  years  of  his  early  life  were  spent  in  Ohio,  and 
other  Western  States.  Returning  to  Bradford  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two,  he  engaged  in  the  oil  busi¬ 
ness,  and  has  been  identified  since  with  that  in- 
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dustry,  largely  as  a  producer.  He  had  a  series  of 
prosperous  operations  in  Wayne  County,  Kentucky, 
during  1904-05,  and  has  been  interested  in  other 
fields.  Mr.  Emery  has  also  been  active  in  public 
affairs,  serving  for  twelve  years  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board  of  Bradford  Township;  as  town¬ 
ship  supervisor  thirteen  years,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  County  Republican  Committee,  the 
Bradford  Club,  Board  of  Commerce,  the  Independ¬ 
ent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  one  of  the  really 
progressive  citizens  of  McKean  County. 

Mr.  Emery  and  Maria  B.  Fields  were  married 
October  15,  1878.  She  is  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Sarah  (Hatch)  Fields,  her  father  a  native  of 
Feroy,  New  York.  Mrs.  Emery  is  active  in  the 
Women’s  Literary  Club  of  Bradford,  and  in  1923, 
was  a  delegate  from  this  club  to  the  National  Con¬ 
vention  at  Los  Angeles,  California.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Emery  had  five  children :  1.  Leon,  a  drilling  con¬ 

tractor  at  Bradford.  2.  Mildred,  now  at  home, 
graduated  from  Vassar  College  with  the  class  of 
1909,  and  taught  in  schools  in  New  Jersey  for  ten 
years.  3.  Ella  F.,  who  graduated  from  Vassar  Col¬ 
lege  in  1915,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  W.  Cramer, 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Bethlehem  steel 
mills  at  Altoona,  Pennsylvania.  4.  William  Har¬ 
rison,  Jr.,  an  aviator  during  the  World  War,  en¬ 
listed  December  15,  1917,  and  received  his  early 
training  at  Boston,  Massachusetts.  He  was  dis¬ 
charged  December  16,  1918,  at  Taylor  Field  in 
Alabama,  after  just  one  year  of  active  service.  He 
was  detailed  as  an  instructor  at  different  army 
fields,  holding  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant.  He 
has  continued  aviation  as  a  business  and  pastime, 
having  purchased  a  plane  in  1919,  which  plane  is 
kept  in  a  hangar  at  Emery  Field,  Bradford,  to  be 
used  especially  for  passenger  flights.  He  is  also 
engaged  in  the  oil  business  at  Bradford.  5.  Helen, 
a  member  of  the  class  of  1925,  in  the  University  of 
Wisconsin. 


REV.  JOSEPH  H.  DIAMOND— One  of  the 

most  constructive  religious  leaders  of  Warren 
County,  Rev.  Joseph  Diamond  is  an  eloquent 
speaker,  a  profound  thinker  and  scholar,  a  human 
and  sympathetic  rector,  and  a  devoted  priest.  He 
is  now  irremovable  rector  of  St.  Joseph’s  Parish, 


the  center  of  which  is  Warren,  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  Novem¬ 
ber  12,  1884,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Diamond, 
whose  other  sons  are:  James,  Frank,  Edmond, 
and  Daniel.  His  father  is  at  the  head  of  John 
Diamond  &  Sons,  of  Philadelphia,  dealers  in  ink 
and  blueing  and  other  aids  to  laundries. 

Rev.  Joseph  H.  Diamond  attended  St.  Bona- 
venture’s  College,  from  which  he  graduated  June 
15,  1908.  He  then  entered  St.  Bonaventure’s  Sem¬ 
inary  and  was  ordained  priest  on  June  10,  1911,  in 
Buffalo,  New  York,  by  Right  Rev.  Charles  Col¬ 
ton,  Bishop  of  Buffalo.  Father  Diamond  was 
first  stationed  in  St.  Joseph’s  Church,  Oil  City, 
as  assistant  to  Right  Rev.  Mgr.  Peter  Sheridan, 
remaining  for  a  year  and  a  half.  He  was  then 
transferred  to  Du  Bois,  Pennsylvania,  to  assist 
Right  Rev.  Mgr.  McGigney,  of  St.  Catharine’s 
Church.  It  was  as  assistant  to  Rev.  Joseph 
Sieverding  that  he  came  to  Warren,  Pennsylvania, 
being  next  transferred  to  St.  James’  Church, 
Driftwood,  Pennsylvania,  as  pastor.  On  May  30, 
1924,  Father  Diamond  was  made  administrator  to 
St.  Joseph’s  Parish  in  Warren,  where  he  had  for 
six  years  served  as  assistant,  and  he  was  made 
irremovable  rector.  Rev.  Diamond  is  an  inspir¬ 
ing  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  in¬ 
fluential  with  all  the  young  men  who  come  under 
his  sway.  His  broad  humanity,  his  interest  in 
the  general  welfare  of  his  parishioners,  and  his 
knowledge  of  the  town  and  its  resources  make  of 
him  the  ideal  rector  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
parish. 


Saint  Joseph’s  Church,  of  Warren,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  was  established  in  1862  as  a  permanent  par¬ 
ish  by  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Young,  with  Rev.  Thomas 
Lonergan  as  pastor.  Previously  it  had  been 
attended  by  priests  coming  occasionally  from 
Pittsburgh  or  by  the  Benedictines  from  St. 
Mary’s,  Elk  County,  Pennsylvania. 

The  first  church,  a  small  plain  brick  structure, 
was  built  in  the  year  1864.  Father  Lonergan  re¬ 
mained  only  four  years  in  charge  of  the  congre¬ 
gation.  Between  1866  and  1869  three  different 
priests  came  and  went.  These  were  the  Rev. 
Fathers  A.  J.  Visard,  J.  McDonnell,  and  P.  J. 
Maloney.  Then,  in  1879,  Rev.  M.  A.  De  La 
Roque  took  charge,  and  remained  until  his  death, 
in  September,  1893. 

Under  this  good  priest  the  parish  gained  new 
life.  A  second  church,  the  present  substantial 
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structure,  was  erected.  It  took  a  few  years  to 
complete,  but  it  was  finally  finished  and  dedicated 
in  1877.  The  congregation  then  was  by  no  means 
wealthy,  so  the  tower  was  left  unfinished  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  but  was  completed  before  the  saintly 
old  pastor  was  called  to  his  reward.  It  was 
chiefly  through  the  exertions  of  Father  Clark,  the 
zealous  assistant,  that  this  work  was  accomplished. 

The  curates  during  Father  De  La  Roque’s  in¬ 
cumbency  were:  Rev.  Fathers  McEntee,  John 
Berbigier,  Peter  (now  Monsignor)  Cauley,  George 
Winkler,  B.  J.  Raycroft,  Thomas  Clark,  Ber¬ 
nard  Lynch,  and  James  Lenahan.  Fathers  Ber¬ 
bigier  and  Clark  both  died  while  assistants;  the 
former,  an  old  man,  suddenly;  the  latter,  a  young 
man,  after  lingering  ailments. 

At  the  time  of  Father  De  La  Roque’s  demise, 
Rev.  James  Lenahan  was  assistant.  He  was  left 
in  charge  of  St.  Joseph’s  Church  and  the  depend¬ 
ent  missions  for  about  six  months.  Clarendon  and 
Sheffield  were  the  missions  (Irving  having  been 
attached  to  Tidioute  some  years  before),  and 
Ackley  and  Quaker  Hill  were  attended  on  week 
days.  With  aid  from  the  Passionist  Fathers  of 
Dunkirk  for  Sundays  and  Holy  days  the  spiritual 
wants  of  all  these  places  were  looked  after  until 
early  in  1894,  when  Clarendon  was  created  a  par¬ 
ish  with  Sheffield  for  a  mission,  and  Father  Len¬ 
ahan  was  appointed  pastor.  Rev.  Michael  Tracey 
then  took  charge  of  St.  Joseph’s  for  a  year,  after 
which  he  returned  to  his  old  parish  in  Crossing- 
ville,  and  Rev.  James  A.  McCabe,  who  had  been 
stationed  there,  came  to  Warren  as  permanent 
pastor,  on  Shrove  Tuesday,  1895,  a  position  which 
he  held  until  his  death  in  1900.  His  years  there 
were  few,  for  he  was  already  far  past  his  prime 
of  life  when  he  entered  on  his  duties  as  rector  of 
St.  Joseph’s. 

Father  McCabe  had  a  decided  love  for  building. 
Accordingly  he  was  not  many  weeks  in  his  new 
parish  when  he  determined  to  erect  a  new  school. 
The  parishioners  were  not  at  all  enthusiastic  over 
the  prospect,  especially  as  it  meant  using  the 
vacant  lot,  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Beech  streets, 
which  they  wished  reserved  for  a  badly  needed 
rectory.  However,  the  priest  carried  his  point, 
and  had  the  new  building  ready  for  use  within  a 
year.  The  school  was  in  charge  of  the  Benedic¬ 
tine  Sisters  of  St.  Mary’s,  Elk  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  It  contained  four  school  rooms  and  an 
office  on  the  first  floor;  a  large  entertainment  hall 
overhead,  a  part  of  which,  later  on,  supplied  two 


more  classrooms.  Then  the  reverend  gentleman 
turned  his  attention  to  the  new  rectory,  which  he 
built  on  the  site  of  the  old  one. 

A  strip  of  land  belonging  to  the  church  prop¬ 
erty  had  been  “borrowed”  by  a  Protestant  neigh¬ 
bor  to  be  used  for  only  a  little  while  as  the  site 
of  a  new  stable,  but  like  the  camel’s  nose  that 
entered  the  Arab’s  tent  merely  to  get  warm,  and 
finished  up  by  pushing  the  owner  out,  thus  the 
stable  builder  retained  the  use  of  the  ground  until 
the  law  gave  him  the  right  of  ownership,  and  he 
simply  refused  to  be  dispossessed.  Such  was  the 
state  of  affairs  when  Father  McCabe  came  to 
Warren.  He  very  cleverly  settled  the  difficulty 
by  purchasing  the  whole  lot  himself  personally, 
then  selling  the  property  again  after  restoring  to 
the  church  the  disputed  tract.  This  was  done  so 
quietly  that  perhaps  few  of  the  parishioners  are 
aware  of  this  kindly  stroke  of  policy  on  the  part 
of  good  Father  McCabe. 

The  next  rector  was  Rev.  J.  W.  Sieverding. 
His  stay  was  from  1900  until  his  death,  twenty- 
three  years  later.  In  the  interim  he  celebrated  the 
Silver  Jubilee  of  his  ordination  to  the  Holy  Priest¬ 
hood,  June  23,  1914.  During  his  rectorship,  Rev. 
William  Sullivan,  the  first  son  of  the  parish  to  be 
ordained,  celebrated  his  first  Holy  Mass,  on 
November  1,  1922.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
Father  Sieverding  was  president  of  the  Alumni  of 
St.  Vincent  College,  Beatty,  Pennsylvania.  His 
curates  were  the  Rev.  Fathers  Carpenter,  J.  S. 
Willis,  Peter  Miller,  Charles  Gleason,  D.  A. 
McKegney,  J.  M.  Ring,  J.  H.  Diamond,  C.  J. 
Liebel,  and  C.  A.  Costello.  Father  Sieverding 
added  the  vestibule,  baptistry,  and  acolytes’  sac¬ 
risty  to  the  church,  beautified  the  interior  by  hav¬ 
ing  the  walls  redecorated,  the  aisles  inlaid  with 
tile,  the  main  altar  remodeled,  new  side  altars 
erected,  with  a  handsome  oil  painting  over  each, 
a  new  marble-topped  communion-rail,  and  last,  but 
not  least,  beautiful,  artistic  stained-glass  windows 
to  replace  the  former  unpretentious  ones.  This 
recalls  to  our  minds  the  words  of  holy  David: 
“The  beauty  of  Thy  house,  I  have  loved,  O  Lord, 
and  the  place  where  Thy  glory  dwelleth.” 

In  June,  1923,  Rev.  William  C.  Becker  was 
appointed  rector  with  Rev.  C.  A.  Costello,  and 
later  Rev.  William  J.  Moore  as  curate.  Rev.  Fr. 
Becker  remained  a  little  less  than  a  year,  when, 
illness  forced  him  to  resign.  During  the  few 
months  of  his  rectorship  he  remodeled  the  old 
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school  building,  which  he  found  in  a  dilapidated 
condition.  It  is  now  a  sanitary,  modern  structure. 

Rev.  Joseph  H.  Diamond  was  appointed  admin¬ 
istrator  of  the  parish  in  June,  1924,  and  a  few 
months  later  was  made  permanent  rector,  being 
the  youngest  priest  in  the  diocese  to  hold  that 
honorable  position.  Under  his  able  leadership  the 
parish  is  making  rapid  progress — both  spiritu¬ 
ally  and  financially — and  it  is  the  prayer  and 
ardent  wish  of  his  people,  that  both  he  and  his 
worthy  assistant,  Rev.  Alfred  Bauer,  may  be  spared 
to  the  parish  for  many  years  to  come. 

A  number  of  young  girls  from  the  parish  have 
given  their  lives  to  the  service  of  God  by  embrac¬ 
ing  the  religious  life.  They  are:  Miss  Ella 
O’Hern — Sister  M.  Romaine,  Mt.  St.  Joseph, 
Buffalo,  New  York;  Miss  Elizabeth  Gallagher — 
Sr.  St.  Anthony,  Mt.  St.  Joseph,  Buffalo,  New 
York;  Miss  Catherine  Crian — Sr.  M.  Ursula, 
Superior  St.  Margaret  Convent,  Providence, 
Rhode  Island;  Miss  Mary  Dillon — Sr.  M.  Loy¬ 
ola,  Titusville,  Pennsylvania;  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Carey — Sr.  M.  Presentation,  St.  Joseph’s  Acad¬ 
emy,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Miss  Lucy  Hohman — Sr. 
M.  Bernadette,  O.  S.  B.,  St.  Joseph  Convent,  St. 
Mary’s,  Elk  County,  Pennsylvania;  Miss  Agnes 
Donahue — Sr.  M.  Gertrude,  O.  S.  B.  (dead),  St. 
Joseph  Convent,  St.  Mary’s,  Elk  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  Miss  Martha  McGrath— Sr.  M.  Chay- 
sostom,  Villa  Maria,  Erie,  Pennsylvania;  Miss 
Rachel  Mazzei — Sr.  M.  Clemenza,  Villa  Maria, 
Erie,  Pennsylvania;  Miss  Bennett — Sr.  Mary  Jo¬ 
seph  (dead),  Villa  Maria,  Erie,  Pennsylvania; 
Miss  Ellen  Giltinan — Sr.  M.  Frances  (dead), 
Villa  Maria,  Erie,  Pennsylvania;  Miss  Verena 
Anna — Sr.  M.  Alexia,  Seton  Hall  College,  Greens- 
burg,  Pennsylvania;  Miss  Ollie  Anna — Sr.  M. 
Vincent,  Mt.  Joseph  College,  Emmetsburg,  Mary¬ 
land;  Miss  Stella  Anna — Sr.  Marietta  (dead), 
St.  Dominic  Convent,  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey; 
and  Miss  Mary  Regan — Sr.  M.  Agnes,  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 


THOMAS  W.  MORGAN,  D.  D.  S.— One  of 

the  professions  in  which  America  holds  the  su¬ 
premacy  is  that  of  dental  surgery,  and  among  its 
schools  that  have  turned  out  some  of  the  most 
no^ed  dentists,  those  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  stand  among  the  first.  Dr.  Thomas  W. 
Morgan,  who  gained  his  knowledge  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  in  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  colleges  of  dentistry,  has  attained  a  no¬ 


table  and  well-deserved  success.  His  large  prac¬ 
tice  in  Sharon  has  extended  down  a  period  of 
years  that  will  soon  reach  the  three  decade  mark; 
his  up-to-date  equipment  and  paraphernalia  but 
mark  him  as  one  of  those  men  who  keeps  abreast 
of  his  times  in  the  advance  of  thought  and  science 
in  his  line;  and  his  continued  growing  practice 
demonstrates  his  skilled  ability  and  fine  workman¬ 
ship  in  this  day  when  each  branch  of  science  has 
its  specialists.  A  native  of  this  city,  Dr.  Morgan 
has  spent  his  life  of  practice  since  the  days  of  his 
graduation  in  his  home  town,  and  here  he  has 
built  up  a  service  that  has  been  of  unimagined 
benefit  to  the  community.  He  is  interested  not 
alone,  however,  in  his  profession,  but  in  the  civic 
life  and  general  progress  of  his  section,  and  has 
given  valued  service  along  many  lines  of  ad¬ 
vance.  Naturally,  he  is  first  and  foremost  inter¬ 
ested  in  his  profession,  but  organized  effort  in 
several  fields  has  his  support  and  approval,  and 
there  are  few  movements  in  the  city  politic  that 
stand  for  progress  and  advancement,  that  do  not 
gain  his  hearty  cooperation.  A  man  who  has 
steadily  advanced  with  his  times,  Dr.  Morgan  is 
one  of  the  valued  and  esteemed  citizens  of  this 
locality. 

Dr.  Thomas  W.  Morgan  was  born  April  17, 
1871,  at  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  William  G. 
and  Mary  (Davis)  Morgan,  his  mother  deceased; 
his  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Wales,  occupied 
during  his  active  career  as  a  millwright  and 
blacksmith,  is  still  living,  now  retired.  The  son 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Sharon,  followed  by  attendance  at  the  Hall  Insti¬ 
tute.  He  then  went  to  Philadelphia,  to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  College  of  Dentistry,  and  there  received 
his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery  in  1897. 
The  same  year  he  opened  his  office  in  Sharon,  and 
here  he  has  continuously  practiced,  doing  work  of 
so  fine  a  workmanship  that  he  has  built  up  a 
splendid  practice.  Dr.  Morgan  is  a  Republican 
in  his  politics,  and  he  stands  high  in  Masonic 
circles,  being  a  member  of  Sharon  Lodge,  No. 
250,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  also  is 
affiliated  with  the  Protected  Home  Circle.  In  his 
professional  affiliations  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State,  the  Lake  Erie,  and  the  Shen- 
ango  Valley  Dental  societies.  In  his  religious 
connections  he  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Dr.  Thomas  W.  Morgan  married,  October  17, 
1899,  in  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  Cora  Boyce  Mor- 


336 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


gan,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Wilhelmina  (Bon- 
nett)  Morgan.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  i.  Dorothy  Mary,  born 
in  1902.  2.  William  Boyce,  born  in  1904. 


THEODORE  G.  SHELLBERG— At  the  age 

of  seventeen  years  there  arrived  in  Tidioute,  War¬ 
ren  County,  Pennsylvania,  a  Swedish  boy  by  the 
name  of  Theodore  G.  Shellberg,  who  obtained  a 
j  ob  as  a  common  laborer  in  that  city — he  undertook 
that  job  because  he  must  be  up  and  doing;  it 
did  not  run  in  his  blood  to  wait  for  a  job  to  come 
to  him.  To-day  he  is  president  of  the  Nypenn 
Furniture  Company,  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  one 
of  the  going  concerns  of  that  highly  prosperous 
community,  where  business  capacity  of  recognized 
quality  must  be  had  if  one  is  to  succeed  in  so 
closely  a  competitive  field.  That  Mr.  Shellberg 
made  a  success  of  his  own  career  and,  incidentally, 
has  brought  success  to  the  concern  of  which  he  is 
the  head  is  readily  acknowledged  on  all  sides  in 
the  city  of  Warren. 

Theodore  G.  Shellberg  was  bom  in  Sweden, 
September  2,  1874,  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Alber¬ 
tina  (Reinstrom)  Shellberg.  His  father  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  until  his  death  in  1877.  His 
mother  died  in  1896.  The  son,  Theodore  G., 
attended  the  schools  of  his  native  district,  and, 
after  completing  his  education,  he  took  up  farm 
work  until  1891 ;  by  that  year  he  had  fretted  under 
the  irksome  and  contracted  life  on  the  farm, 
which  seemed  to  offer  very  little  opportunity  to 
an  ambitious  boy  for  getting  on  in  the  world.  The 
hand  of  fortune  beckoned  to  him  from  America, 
and  for  this  country  he  sailed  in  the  same  year 
that  he  abandoned  his  bucolic  surroundings,  arriv¬ 
ing  at  Castle  Garden,  New  York,  in  1891.  Shortly 
after  landing  he  went  to  Tidioute,  where  he  simply 
“filled  in”  on  a  “job”;  that  was  about  all  that 
could  be  said  for  it.  But  he  kept  his  eyes  and 
ears  open,  hoping  the  while  for  the  coming  of  the 
day  on  which  he  might  better  his  circumstances. 
That  day  arrived  when  he  went  to  Jamestown, 
New  York,  where  he  learned  the  furniture  manu¬ 
facturing  trade  through  employment  in  a  number 
of  factories  in  succession  in  that  town.  He  be¬ 
came  a  highly  valued  man  in  the  trade,  and  was 
foreman  of  the  Munson  Mantel  Company  at 
Jamestown  for  fifteen  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
period  he  made  a  connection  with  the  Herrick 
Manufacturing  Company  at  Falkner,  New  York, 


and  was  foreman  of  that  concern’s  plant  for  two 
years.  His  term  of  service  there  was  followed  by 
a  term  of  three  years  with  the  Monarch  Furniture 
Company,  of  Jamestown,  New  York. 

It  was  on  a  day  in  1916,  forever  fixed  in  the 
memory  of  Mr.  Shellberg  and  his  family,  that  he 
turned  his  face  toward  Warren,  Pennsylvania, 
and  upon  arriving  in  that  city  of  opportunity  and 
industry,  he  joined  forces  with  Oscar  R.  Pang, 
and  together  they  bought  out  the  Johnson  Furni¬ 
ture  Company,  renaming  the  concern  the  Nypenn 
Furniture  Company.  Mr.  Shellberg  was  made  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  new  or  reorganized  company,  in  which 
office  he  has  since  continued  to  shape  the  policies 
and  direct  the  activities  of  this  progressive  con¬ 
cern.  They  manufacture  bedroom  suites  and  have 
a  large  trade.  Mr.  Shellberg  is  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  an  attendant  of  the 
Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Warren. 

Mr.  Shellberg  married,  October  24,  1900,  Louise 
Swanson,  who  was  born  in  Kennedy,  New  York, 
daughter  of  John  and  Anna  (Lawson)  Swanson. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters:  1.  Carl- 
etta  T.,  a  graduate  of  Walnut  Lane  School  for 
Girls  of  Germantown,  Pennsylvania,  and  now  in 
the  office  of  the  Nypenn  Furniture  Company  in 
Warren,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Edna  Louise,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  months,  in  November, 

1909. 


HERBERT  POTTER  STONE,  president  of 
the  Warren  Axe  and  Tool  Company,  one  of  the 
foremost  manufacturers  of  axes  and  logging  tools 
in  the  United  States,  is  counted  one  of  Warren’s 
leading  citizens,  prominent  in  business  and  civic 
circles  alike.  He  is  a  son  of  Jeremiah  Stone,  a 
native  of  Buffalo,  who  was  engaged  in  the  wagon 
and  carriage  business  until  his  death,  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Potter)  Stone,  a  native  of  Angola,  New 
York,  now  deceased. 

Herbert  P.  Stone  was  born  at  Smith  Mills,  New 
York,  August  20,  1869,  and  was  educated  in  the 
elementary  schools  and  Corry  (Pennsylvania) 
High  School.  After  leaving  school  he  came  to 
Warren  in  1888  and  worked  for  a  few  years  in 
the  oil  business  in  this  vicinity.  For  seven  years 
he  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Complanter 
Oil  Company,  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  In  1899 
he  became  associated  with  the  Warren  Axe  and 
Tool  Company,  of  which  he  is  president,  having 
served  as  general  manager  and  treasurer  for  ap- 
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proximately  twenty  years,  and  in  recent  years  as 
president  of  the  company,  which  had  been 
founded  in  1893,  but  was  reorganized  by  Mr. 
Stone  and  his  associates  in  1899.  The  company 
had  started  business  with  a  very  small  factory, 
employing  only  a  few  men.  In  1900  the  first  plant 
was  burned  out  and  was  replaced  by  a  modern 
plant  covering  four  acres  of  ground.  At  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  the  concern  is  equipped  with  a  handle 
factory,  drop  forging  plant  and  axe  forging  plant, 
and  logging  to  manufacturing  plant,  employing  a 
combined  force  of  several  hundred  hands  in  the 
various  plants.  In  addition  the  concern  operates 
two  other  factories,  the  Canadian  Warren  Axe 
and  Tool  Company,  and  the  former  Romer  Axe 
and  Tool  Company,  of  Dunkirk,  New  York. 
They  are  among  the  outstanding  manufacturers 
of  axes  and  logging  tools  in  the  country  to-day 
and  took  Grand  Prize  at  the  Panama-Pacific 
Exposition  at  San  Francisco  in  1915,  also  at  the 
Alaska-Yukon  Exposition.  In  the  Warren  plant 
they  can  turn  out  about  ten  thousand  axes  and 
tools  per  day.  Mr.  Stone  is  president  of  the  De 
Luxe  Metal  Furniture  Company,  one  of  Warren’s 
largest  industries,  having  been  elected  to  this  office 
when  the  firm  was  organized. 

Mr.  Stone  is  a  director  of  the  Struthers  Wells 
Company;  president  and  director  of  the  G.  G.  G. 
Metal  Stamping  Company;  vice-president  of  the 
Warren  Community  Bank;  and  president  of  the 
Warren  Real  Estate  and  Investment  Company. 
He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Warren  City 
Council;  is  at  present  treasurer  of  the  Warren 
Community  Chest;  past  president  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce;  and  now  a  director  and  former 
president  of  the  Warren  County  Council  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  and  active  in  every  civic  en¬ 
terprise  for  the  betterment  of  Warren.  Among 
other  organizations  of  which  he  is  a  member  are 
the  Conewango  Club,  Conewango  Valley  Country 
Club,  Dearborn  Fishing  Club,  Warren  Outing 
Club,  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  State 
and  United  States  Chambers  of  Commerce,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Manufacturers’  Association,  National 
Association  of  Manufacturers,  American  Hard¬ 
ware  Manufacturers’  Association,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks;  and  all  bodies  of  the 
Masonic  Order,  including  the  Scottish  Rite,  and 
the  Shrine.  His  hobbies  are  golf  and  billiards. 

Mr.  Stone  married,  in  1905,  Ethel  Holliday, 
born  in  Essex  County,  Massachusetts,  died  in 


1925,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Katherine  H.,  Mary  L.,  and  Herbert  P.,  Jr. 


WALTER  H.  AYERS — For  years  actively 
identified  with  the  affairs  of  Indiana  County  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1925,  holding  the  office 
of  county  register  and  recorder,  Walter  H. 
Ayers  had,  perhaps,  the  widest  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances  of  any  man  in  Indiana  County, 
and  was  a  veritable  storehouse  of  information  re¬ 
garding  county  affairs.  He  was  a  son  of  James 
Madison  and  Elizabeth  (Hamilton)  Ayers,  both 
natives  of  the  county,  and  both  now  deceased. 
His  father  was  a  Civil  War  veteran,  having  served 
in  the  infantry,  and  was  a  cattle  drover.  He 
died  in  1910. 

Walter  H.  Ayers  was  born  in  Rochester  Mills, 
Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania,  December  8, 
1875.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  North¬ 
ern  University.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr. 
Ayers  was  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Indi¬ 
ana  County.  He  was  made  clerk  to  the  County 
Commission  in  1909,  and  held  this  position  until 
1916,  in  which  year  he  was  elected  prothonotary 
of  Indiana  County.  In  this  post  Mr.  Ayers  ren¬ 
dered  able  service  for  a  period  of  six  years,  and 
at  its  termination  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
county  register  and  recorder.  There  was  almost 
unanimous  agreement  that  Mr.  Ayers  was  the  most 
competent  recorder  in  the  history  of  the  county, 
and  his  death,  at  the  end  of  only  six  months  of 
service  in  this  position,  caused  universal  regret. 
Mr.  Ayers  was  only  forty-nine  years  of  age  when 
he  died,  and  as  far  as  his  career  was  concerned, 
was  in  his  very  prime.  At  his  death  Governor 
Pinchot  appointed  his  widow,  Dollie  W.  Ayers, 
to  continue  the  office  until  the  fall  election  of 
1925,  when  she  was  officially  elected  for  a  term 
of  four  years  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Ayers  was  a  man  of  many  interests  and  ac¬ 
tivities.  He  saw  service  in  the  Spanish-American 
War  of  1898  as  a  member  of  the  5th  Regiment, 
and  was  afterwards  an  active  member  of  the 
Spanish  War  Veterans  and  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 
Fraternally,  he  was  affiliated  with  Lodge  No.  313, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  was 
Past  Master,  and  he  was  a  member  of  several  of 
the  local  clubs.  His  religious  connections  were 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Although  a  Re¬ 
publican  by  political  affiliation,  Mr.  Ayers  had 
the  happy  faculty  of  making  friends  also  of  people 
of  differing  political  opinion,  and  was  very  much 
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beloved  by  those  who  knew  him,  numbering  his 
friends  by  the  hundreds.  His  death  was  a  severe 
shock  to  the  entire  county. 

Mr.  Ayers  married,  in  1900,  Dollie  W.  Walker, 
of  Rochester  Mills,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of 
Samuel  W.  and  Josephine  (Leasure)  Walker. 
There  are  six  children,  who,  with  his  widow,  sur¬ 
vive  Mr.  Ayers:  Evelyn  E.,  born  October  4, 
1901,  a  graduate  of  Indiana  State  Normal  School; 
Dorothy  J.,  born  August  13,  1904,  also  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  that  institution;  Marian  V.,  born  August 
15,  1907;  Helen  L.,  born  October  22,  1910;  Jean 
Elizabeth,  born  August  23,  1913;  and  Walter 
Hamilton,  born  November  24,  1921. 


NICHOLAS  WILLIAM  HEINEMANN — 

The  life-history  of  Nicholas  William  Heinemann 
is  an  epic  of  success,  and  is  indicative  of  the  op¬ 
portunities  which  the  United  States  offers  to 
men  of  integrity  and  energy.  Mr.  Heinemann 
was  the  son  of  Christopher  and  Wilhelmina 
(Hartman)  Heinemann,  and  was  a  German  by 
birth,  having  been  born  in  Duderstadt,  a  town  of 
Prussia,  November  25,  1848.  He  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  when  a  child  three  years 
old,  by  his  family,  who  settled  in  Colegrove,  Mc¬ 
Kean  County,  Pennsylvania.  Later  they  re¬ 
turned  to  Colegrove  after  a  trip  to  New  York, 
bought  a  farm,  and  began  manufacturing  lumber, 
using  water  power  for  the  purpose  of  running  a 
sawmill.  Nicholas  W.  Heinemann  was  the  sixth 
child  in  a  family  of  eight,  and  while  still  young 
he  began  to  help  his  father  in  the  work  around 
the  farm.  His  training  inculcated  frugality  in 
him  and  a  propensity  for  hard  work,  which  laid 
the  groundwork  of  his  success  in  later  life.  The 
fortune  which  he  built  up  was  made  in  a  con¬ 
structive  way,  without  causing  hardship  to  others, 
and  the  people  of  the  surrounding  country  looked 
upon  him  with  respect  for  his1  integrity  and  ad¬ 
miration  for  his  business  ability. 

For  a  short  space  in  his  early  life  Mr.  Heine¬ 
mann  worked  for  the  Philadelphia  &  Erie  Rail¬ 
road,  which  was  being  constructed  between  Wil¬ 
cox  and  Kane.  But  his  father’s  sawmill  was 
growing,  so  he  returned  to  the  farm  to  work 
with  his  father  and  his  brother  John  in  increas¬ 
ing  the  business.  When  the  two  boys  reached 
their  majority  they  bought  the  elder  Heinemann’s 
interest  in  the  mill,  and  operated  it  together  until 
John  decided  to  move  to  Virginia,  and  Nicholas 
W.  took  over  the  entire  property.  Nicholas  then 


rebuilt  the  mill  and  introduced  steam  as  a  motive 
power,  machinery  of  that  kind  being  a  great 
innovation  in  that  section  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
mill  prospered  and  at  one  time  was  turning  out 
30,000  feet  of  lumber  daily.  More  timberland 
was  needed  and  Mr.  Heinemann  bought  extensive 
property  in  Norwich  and  Liberty  townships,  Mc¬ 
Kean  County.  In  due  time  the  surrounding  tim¬ 
ber  that  was  available  for  lumber  had  all  been 
cut  down,  and  Mr.  Heinemann  found  it  necessary 
to  turn  his  attention  toward  other  lines.  It  is 
characteristic  of  the  man  that  he  perceived  the 
need  for  wood  chemicals  and  was  ready  to  grasp 
the  opportunity  presented.  With  his  usual  en¬ 
ergy  he  turned  his  attention  to  that  business,  and 
formed  the  Heinemann  Chemical  Company,  with 
himself  as  president.  The  business  grew  rapidly 
under  his  wise  guiding,  and  he  formed  the  Nor¬ 
wich  Chemical  Company,  with  plants  at  Crosby 
and  Smethport.  He  was  also  president  of  this 
organization.  The  land  from  which  he  had  cut 
the  timber  was  found  to  be  rich  in  natural  gas 
and  petroleum,  and  these  discoveries  added  greatly 
to  his  fortune.  All  of  these  affairs,  however,  did 
not  require  all  of  his  time,  as  he  was  a  man  of 
quick  action  and  immediate  decision,  so  he  looked 
around  for  other  fields  of  work.  He  became  in¬ 
terested  in  banking,  and  was  one  of  the  early 
stockholders  of  the  Grange  National  Bank  of 
McKean  County. 

Mr.  Heinemann  married,  October  1,  1874,  Anna 
Belle  Waffle,  of  Elm  Valley,  New  York.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  George  and  Betsey  (Knight) 
Waffle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heinemann  had  two 
daughters;  1.  Bessie  Wilhelmina,  born  April  13, 
1880;  she  married  Laurence  E.  Scanlan.  2. 
Mary  Theresa,  born  January  21,  1883;  she  mar¬ 
ried  William  H.  Gallup,  who  was  associated  with 
his  father-in-law  in  business,  and  aided  greatly 
in  the  successes  of  his  enterprises.  (See  following 
biography.)  Mr.  Heinemann  died  December  26, 
1917.  For  the  last  two  years  of  his  life  he  was 
an  invalid,  and  spent  much  of  that  time  at  Johns 
Hopkins  Hospital  in  Baltimore  and  at  sanitariums 
at  Wellsville  and  Hornell,  New  York.  At  his 
passing  he  left  many  friends  to  grieve.  He  was 
always  just  and  generous  to  his  employes,  and 
when  he  died  six  men  who  had  been  in  his  employ 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  were  his  pallbearers. 


WILLIAM  H.  GALLUP — Pennsylvania,  one 
of  the  chief  industrial  centers  of  the  United 
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States,  has  many  sorts  of  businesses  within  its 
borders,  and  among  them  the  coal  industry  is 
probably  the  most  important.  Men  who  direct 
the  coal  mining  affairs  of  Pennsylvania  must  of 
necessity  possess  great  business  ability,  combined 
with  an  aptitude  for  diplomacy.  Diplomacy  is  a 
requisite  because  the  coal  miners  of  the  region 
are  often  prone  to  leave  their  jobs  when  matters 
do  not  go  altogether  to  their  liking,  and  thus 
hamper  the  industrial  progress  of  the  whole  coun¬ 
try.  Of  the  leading  men  in  the  coal  industry  who 
are  recognized  as  master  handlers  of  critical  sit¬ 
uations  involving  strikes  and  near-strikes,  William 
H.  Gallup  is  one  of  the  most  prominent. 

Mr.  Gallup  is  the  son  of  Henry  C.  and  Mary 
M.  (McKean)  Gallup.  He  was  born  at  Smeth- 
port,  McKean  County,  Pennsylvania,  April  4, 
1880,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the 
vicinity.  On  finishing  his  education  he  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business,  which  he  transacted  suc¬ 
cessfully,  and  then  branched  out  into  other  lines. 
He  is  now  vice-president  of  the  Heinemann  Chem¬ 
ical  Company,  of  Colegrove,  Pennsylvania,  which 
is  a  large  producer  of  coal;  a  director  of  the 
Grange  National  Bank  at  Smethport,  and  a  trus¬ 
tee  of  the  N.  W.  Heinemann  estate. 

Mr.  Gallup  married  Mary  Theresa  Heinemann, 
daughter  of  Nicholas  William  and  Anna  Belle 
(Waffle)  Heinemann  (see  preceding  biography). 
He  has  been  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  the  con¬ 
tinuous  prosperity  of  the  extensive  Heinemann 
business  interests,  which  include  the  manufacture 
of  chemicals,  the  production  of  coal  and  petro¬ 
leum,  as  well  as  banking  and  other  financial 
matters. 


ABRAHAM  JONES  HAZELTINE— Among 
the  veterans  of  banking  and  business  circles  who 
have  done  much  to  build  the  thriving  community 
of  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  is  Abraham  J.  Hazel- 
tine,  chairman  of  the  board  and  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Warren  Savings  Bank,  and  man  of 
large  and  widely  ramifying  interests.  The  fam¬ 
ily  to  which  he  belongs  was  founded  in  New 
England  by  John  Hazeltine,  a  native  of  Yorkshire, 
England,  where  the  family  was  one  of  import¬ 
ance,  their  coat-of-arms  being  recorded  in  the 
College  of  Heraldry.  The  American  branch  of 
this  family,  with  which  this  review  has  to  do, 
now  is  resident  in  Jamestown,  New  York,  and 
Warren,  Pennsylvania.  The  name  of  the  family 
has  had  variant  spelling:  Hazeltine,  Haseltine  and 


Hazelton,  and  in  Yorkshire  it  sometimes  was 
spelled  Hazelden. 

(I)  John  Hazeltine,  the  founder,  in  company 
with  his  brother  Robert,  came  to  New  England 
with  a  colony  of  sixty  families,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  their  pastor,  Rev.  Ezekiel  Rogers,  landing 
at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  in  1637.  John  Hazel¬ 
tine  was  one  of  the  first  three  settlers  of  that 
part  of  Rowley,  Essex  County,  Massachusetts, 
afterward  incorporated  as  Bradford,  sharing  with 
the  other  two  the  honor  of  being  the  first  white 
inhabitants.  He  lived,  for  a  time,  in  Haverhill, 
across  the  Merrimac  River,  but  later  returned  to 
Bradford  (about  1660)  and  gave  proof  of  his  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  place  by  giving  the  people  an 
acre  of  land  as  a  site  for  a  meeting  house.  He 
married  Joan  Auter,  of  Biddeford,  England. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  one 
daughter.  John  Hazeltine  died  December  23, 
1690,  when  seventy-seven  years  of  age,  and  his 
will  was  probated  in  1691.  From  John  Hazeltine 
the  line  of  descent  follows : 

(II)  Lieutenant  Samuel  Hazeltine,  son  of  the 
founder,  was  born  December  12,  1645,  died  in  1717. 
He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  King’s  Colonial  Army, 
and  took  part  in  the  Colonial  wars  of  his  day;  he 
lived  in  Bradford.  He  married,  December  28, 
1670,  Deborah  Cooper,  daughter  of  Peter  Cooper, 
of  Rowley,  Massachusetts.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 

(III)  John  Hazeltine,  son  of  Lieutenant  Sam¬ 
uel  and  Deborah  (Cooper)  Hazeltine,  was  born 
March  28,  1678.  He  married,  August  21,  1701, 
Abigail  Ross,  and  died  before  1715. 

(IV)  Abner  Hazeltine,  son  of  John  and  Abigail 
(Ross)  Hazeltine,  was  born  June  19,  1705.  He 
settled  in  Mendon,  Worcester  County,  Massachu- 
sets,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  February  10,  1731,  Elizabeth  Rawson,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Rev.  Grindal  Rawson,  of  Mendon,  son  of 
Edward  and  Rachel  (Perne)  Rawson.  Edward 
Rawson,  progenitor  of  the  family  of  that  name 
in  America,  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Rawson,  a  military  leader  of  renown  in 
England.  His  wife,  Rachel,  was  a  niece  of  Ed¬ 
mund  Grindal,  successively  Bishop  of  London  and 
York,  and  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth. 

(V)  Abner  Hazeltine,  son  of  Abner  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (Rawson)  Hazeltine,  was  born  in  Men¬ 
don,  Massachusetts,  November  5,  1731,  and  died 


340 


PENNSYLVANIA — A  HISTORY 


in  1816,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  He  lived 
in  Mendon  and  Upton,  Massachusetts.  While  a 
citizen  of  Massachusetts  he  served  as  a  private 
in  Major  John  Hazeltine’s  company,  his  name 
being  on  the  muster  roll  of  1755,  and  also  on  that 
of  March,  1756,  of  a  company  commanded  by  Cap¬ 
tain  John  Dalrymple  in  the  expedition  to  Crown 
Point,  New  York.  He  married  Martha  Goss 
Robbins,  of  Mendon,  and  their  eldest  son  and 
third  child,  Daniel,  continues  the  succession. 

(VI)  Daniel  Hazeltine,  son  of  Abner  and 
Martha  Goss  (Robbins)  Hazeltine,  was  born  in 
Mendon,  Massachusetts,  December  20,  1761,  and 
died  in  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  June  18, 
1828.  In  the  Revolutionary  War  he  served  in 
Colonel  Sprout’s  Massachusetts  Regiment  and  also 
in  Colonel  Ephraim  Hartwell’s  company  of  guards ; 
and  in  Colonel  Tyler’s  Massachusetts  Regiment. 
He  removed  from  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  to 
Wardsboro,  Vermont,  in  1788.  About  1820  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Jamestown,  New  York,  following  there 
his  eight  sons.  He  married,  May  8,  1788,  Susanna 
Jones,  daughter  of  Abraham  Jones,  Jr.,  of  Mil¬ 
ford,  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Her 
father  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  on  the 
“Lexington  Alarm.” 

(VII)  Dr.  Abraham  Hazeltine,  son  of  Daniel 
and  Susanna  (Jones)  Hazeltine,  was  born  in 
Wardsboro,  Vermont,  January  10,  1797.  After 
he  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  place,  he 
entered  Brattleboro  Academy,  and  studied  for  the 
medical  profession  at  Dartmouth  College.  In 
1820  he  established  himself  in  practice  at  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  being  the  first  regular  practitioner 
in  that  place.  He  also  became  the  first  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Warren  School  District.  His  father, 
Daniel  Hazeltine,  who  had  a  large  landed  estate 
in  the  township  of  Busti,  Chautauqua  New  York, 
died  in  1828.  Pardon,  one  of  his  sons,  came  from 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  to  manage  affairs  and 
care  for  his  mother.  On  Pardon’s  return  to 
Massachusetts,  in  1840,  Dr.  Hazeltine  removed 
from  Warren  and  took  his  place  at  the  Hazeltine 
homestead  on  Stillwater  Creek  in  Busti.  He  was 
active  in  public  affairs,  and  was  elected  president 
of  the  first  projected  railroad  organized  in  the 
early  days  of  the  history  of  Warren.  He  had  been 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  but  later 
in  life  he  left  that  body  and  joined  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  In  1823,  Abner  Hazeltine,  the 
first  lawyer  to  practice  in  Warren,  and  k  brother 


of  Abraham,  called  a  meeting  of  all  persons  in 
Warren  who  were  interested  in  the  establishment 
of  a  Presbyterian  Church  to  be  held  in  his  house 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an  organization.  Al¬ 
though  both  were  of  the  Congregational  faith, 
they  were  among  the  first  to  unite  with  the  new 
body,  there  being  very  few  Congregationalists  in 
the  vicinity.  Dr.  Hazeltine  married  (first)  Su¬ 
sanna  Walkup,  a  native  of  Chautauqua  County, 
New  York,  who  died  in  1837,  leaving  three  chil¬ 
dren,  all  born  in  Warren :  Thomas  Walkup,  Daniel 
Clark,  and  Louisa,  widow  of  Rev.  A.  K.  Fox,  now 
living  in  Denmark,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years.  The  only  one  of  Dr.  Hazeltine’s  descen¬ 
dants  now  living  in  Busti  is  Albert  M.  Hazeltine, 
son  of  Thomas  Walkup  Hazeltine.  Dr.  Hazeltine 
married  (second)  Jane  Morrison,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Margaret  Morrison,  of  Jersey 
Shore,  Lycoming  County,  Pennsylvania,  by  whom 
he  had  four  sons,  all  born  at  the  Hazeltine  home 
in  Busti,  one  mile  west  of  the  village,  and  which 
is  at  present  owned  by  Homer  M.  Preston :  1. 
William  Vincent,  who  received  his  medical  educa¬ 
tion  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  at 
Harvard  Medical  College,  and  the  Long  Island 
Hospital  College,  from  the  latter  institution  re¬ 
ceiving  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He 
married  (first),  in  1865,  Hannah  Knapp,  who  died 
in  1867.  He  married  (second),  in  1872,  Isabella 
McIntosh,  who  died  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in 
1921.  By  this  marriage  Dr.  Hazeltine  had  one 
daughter,  Alice  Isabel,  born  April  15,  1878,  now 
supervisor  of  children’s  work  and  head  of  the 
Library  School  in  the  St.  Louis  Public  Library. 
Dr.  Hazeltine  died  in  Warren,  April  23,  1902,  hav¬ 
ing  practiced  his  profession  there  for  many  years. 
2.  David  Dexter,  born  August  13,  1842,  died  in 
Busti  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 
He  married,  May  10,  1864,  Thankful  Matthews, 
but  had  no  children.  3.  Lewis  Morrison,  a  biog¬ 
raphy  of  whom  follows.  4.  Abraham  Jones,  of 
whom  further. 

Dr.  Abraham  Hazeltine  died  in  1847  at  the  age 
of  fifty  years.  His  widow  died  in  Warren  in 
1894,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

(VIII)  Abraham  Jones  Hazeltine,  son  of  Dr. 
Abraham  and  Jane  (Morrison)  Hazeltine,  was 
born  in  Busti,  Chautauqua  County,  New  York, 
August  30,  1847.  He  obtained  a  common  school 
education,  but  not  being  financially  able  to  pursue 
his  studies  in  higher  institutions,  he  obtained  a 
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position  as  a  clerk  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
in  a  country  store  in  his  native  town  of  Busti, 
and  attended  the  district  school  during  the  win¬ 
ter  terms.  When  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age 
his  employer,  John  R.  Robertson,  received  him  as 
a  partner  in  the  firm,  the  style  being  Robertson  & 
Hazeltine.  By  mutual  consent  the  firm  was  dis¬ 
solved  in  1867,  and  Mr.  Hazeltine  accepted  the 
position  of  deputy  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors  of  Chautauqua  County.  He  removed  to 
Warren,  Pennsylvania,  November  10,  1869,  where 
he  became  a  bookkeeper  for  the  Piso  Company, 
whose  principal  owner  and  the  manager  was  his 
cousin,  Ezra  T.  Hazeltine.  In  March,  1870,  he 
accepted  the  position  of  bookkeeper  at  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Warren.  This  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  long  and  highly  useful  career  in  the 
banking  field.  In  September  of  that  year  he  was 
promoted  to  teller,  and  on  February  2,  1872,  hav¬ 
ing  been  offered  the  position  of  cashier  of  the 
Warren  Savings  Bank,  he  accepted,  and  served 
in  that  office  until  1889,  when  he  was  elected  pres¬ 
ident  to  succeed  Colonel  L.  F.  Watson,  the  founder 
and  first  president  of  the  bank.  Colonel  Watson, 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  at 
Washington,  was  in  failing  health,  and  he  offered 
to  dispose  of  his  stock  in  the  bank,  and  Mr.  Hazel¬ 
tine  purchased  it.  The  directors  thereupon  elected 
him  as  president,  and  he  continued  in  that  office 
until  January  1,  1925.  On  that  date,  gratifying 
his  wish  to  be  relieved  of  the  heavy  burdens  at¬ 
taching  to  the  position  of  president,  he  was  made 
chairman  of  the  board.  Mr.  Hazeltine’s  long 
tenure  of  office  has  proved  that  the  confidence  of 
the  directors  in  electing  him  to  the  executive  po¬ 
sitions  has  been  well  founded.  The  bank  at  the 
time  he  was  made  president  began  to  gain  in  stand¬ 
ing  and  in  the  volume  of  business.  In  1913  it 
stood  No.  6  on  the  roll  of  honor  of  Pennsylvania 
State  banks,  and  No.  26  on  the  honor  roll  of  State 
banks  in  the  United  States.  The  bank’s  total  re¬ 
sources  are  (in  1925)  about  $10,500,000;  its  de¬ 
posits,  $8,450,000 ;  its  capital  and  surplus  more 
than  $1,700,000;  and  it  carries  about  12,000  good 
accounts.  The  bank  building,  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  State,  was  completed  in  1891. 

Mr.  Hazeltine,  during  his  residence  of  fifty-six 
years  in  Warren,  has  filled  many  local  offices.  He 
was  a  school  director,  and  also  a  member  of  the 
Borough  Council  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the 
early  nineties,  upon  his  retirement  from  the  Coun¬ 


cil,  he  was  retained  as  treasurer  of  the  borough, 
and  still  holds  that  office.  Immediately  upon  his 
arrival  in  Warren,  in  1869,  he  became  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  its  second  president.  For  many  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Control  of  the 
Warren  Public  Library,  and  is  now  chairman  of 
the  financial  board  of  the  Warren  General  Hos¬ 
pital.  In  1899,  and  again  in  1901,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  appointed  him  a  member  of 
the  Assay  Commission,  whose  duties  were  to  ex¬ 
amine  United  States  mints.  General  Charles  G. 
Dawes,  now  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 
was  a  member  of  this  commission  in  1899,  when  he 
was  about  twenty-eight  years  old,  then  being  Con¬ 
troller  of  the  Currency. 

Other  than  his  large  financial  interests,  Mr. 
Hazeltine’s  connection  with  the  business  world  has 
been  chiefly  in  association  with  other  enterprising 
and  progressive  men,  in  the  acquisition  of  tim¬ 
ber  and  coal  lands.  He  is  also  interested  in  three 
of  the  woodworking  plants  in  Warren:  The  War¬ 
ren  Veneer  and  Panel  Company,  the  Conewango 
Furniture  Company,  and  the  Crescent  Furniture 
Company.  He  is  a  director  and  the  treasurer 
of  the  Corry  Brick  and  Tile  Company,  of  Corry, 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  director  of  Abendroth 
Brothers,  a  large  manufacturing  concern  at  Port 
Chester,  New  York,  whose  business  totals  between 
one  and  one-half  to  two  millions  of  dollars  an¬ 
nually,  the  chief  products  of  this  plant  being  gas 
and  coal  ranges  and  house  heating  systems.  Mr. 
Hazeltine’s  timber  interests  are  located  in  the 
States  of  Washington  and  Oregon,  and  his  coal 
interests  in  Kentucky  and  West  Virginia.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  and  for  a  time  a  director 
of  the  Warren  Electric  Light  Company,  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Cornplanter  Refining  Company,  one  of 
the  first  oil  industries  established  in  Warren,  and 
one  of  the  foremost  in  this  part  of  the  State.  The 
company’s  principal  buildings  stand  on  the  main 
line  of  the  Western  New  York  &  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  where  the  shipping  facilities  are  excel¬ 
lent.  The  company  owns  its  pipe  line  system,  run¬ 
ning  south  through  the  Foxburg  territory  and 
throughout  Forest  County.  It  is  employed  by 
producers  in  the  neighborhood.  In  1917  the  com¬ 
pany  sold  all  its  property  to  the  Pure  Oil 
Company. 

Mr.  Hazeltine  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Bankers’  Association  in  1896, 
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and  in  1911  he  was  honored  with  the  presidency  of 
that  body.  At  the  association’s  meeting  at  Atlantic 
City,  in  June,  1925,  he  was  presented  with  a  gold 
medal,  as  one  of  the  twenty-two  surviving  or¬ 
ganizers. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hazeltine  is  a  member  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  has  ever  taken  an  active 
interest  in  every  movement  for  the  betterment  of 
the  community.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Union 
League  Club  of  Philadelphia,  the  Order  of  Found¬ 
ers  and  Patriots  of  America,  the  members  of 
which  must  have  descended  from  ancestors  who 
emigrated  to  America  between  the  years  1605  and 
1655.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  and 
Pennsylvania  Forestry  associations,  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Geographical  Society.  His  clubs  are : 
Conewango,  a  social  organization,  and  the  Cone- 
wango  Valley  Country,  both  of  his  home  town; 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Rotary  Club  and  a 
director  of  the  Warren  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  Conewango  Fishing  Club,  whose  camp  is 
located  on  Lake  Talon,  Ontaria.  He  was  elected 
a  deacon  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Warren 
in  1871,  and  has  served  continuously  in  that  office 
since. 

Abraham  Jones  Hazeltine  married,  June  4,  1868, 
Hattie  E.  Davis,  of  Busti,  New  York,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  four  children,  all  born  in  War¬ 
ren  and  all  living:  1.  Harold  Dexter,  born  No¬ 
vember  18,  1871,  who  was  graduated  from  Brown 
University  in  1894,  Harvard  Law  School  in  1898, 
and  the  University  of  Berlin  in  1905.  He  was 
law  lecturer  of  Emmanuel  College,  Cambridge, 
England,  in  1906,  and  Fellow  of  that  college  (the 
alma,  mater  of  John  Harvard,  after  whom  Har¬ 
vard  University  was  named)  in  1908.  In  1907 
he  was  elected  reader  (that  is,  assistant  professor) 
of  English  law  in  the  University'  of  Cambridge ; 
and  in  1919  he  was  elected  Downing  professor  of 
the  laws  of  England  at  Cambridge,  thus  holding 
one  of  the  two  leading  law  professorships  in 
England,  the  other  now  being  held  by  Pro¬ 
fessor  Holdsworth,  of  Oxford.  Dr.  Hazeltine 
has  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Laws  from  Brown  and  Harvard  Universities. 
Cambridge,  England,  has  honored  him  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Letters;  and  he  has  been 
elected  a  Fellow  of  the  British  Academy.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  English  bar,  having  been  called 
to  the  bar  by  the  Inner  Temple  of  the  Law  Courts 


of  which  he  is  a  member.  Dr.  Hazeltine  has  de¬ 
livered  lectures  in  the  universities  of  Chicago, 
Wisconsin,  Columbia  and  London;  and  his  pub¬ 
lished  writings  are  mostly  on  air  law,  English  le¬ 
gal  history  and  legal  education.  On  invitaition, 
he  read  papers  on  air  law  before  the  International 
Law  Association.  At  the  meeting  of  this  associ¬ 
ation  in  Paris,  in  19x1,  he  urged  the  adoption  of 
the  principle  (which  was  accepted  by  the  associ¬ 
ation)  that  States  have  sovereign  rights  in  their 
own  air  space,  and  that  hence  belligerent  aviators, 
in  order  not  to  infringe  upon  the  neutrality  of  non- 
combatant  States,  must  not  fly  over  their  terri¬ 
tory.  Dr.  Hazeltine  contributed  the  legal  chap¬ 
ters  to  the  “History  of  the  Peace  Conference  at 
Paris.”  Dr.  Hazeltine  married  Hope  Graves,  of 
Bennington,  Vermont,  June  15,  1911,  and  lives  at 
The  West  Lodge,  Downing  College,  Cambridge, 
England,  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  Hope 
Georgina,  six  years  old.  2.  Blanche  May,  born 
April  9,  1874,  attended  the  Classical  School  for 
Girls,  New  York,  for  two  years,  and  one  year  at 
Wellesley  College.  Her  health  did  not  permit  her 
to  remain  for  a  degree.  She  married,  June  16, 
1906,  William  B.  Lynde,  an  attorney-at-law,  of 
Buffalo,  New  York,  and  has  since  lived  in  Buffalo. 
She  has  no  children.  3.  Hugh  Vincent,  who  was 
bom  January  21,  1877,  and  was  graduated  from 
Brown  University  in  1899.  While  at  the  univer¬ 
sity  he  was  editor  of  the  “Brown!  Daily  Herald,” 
and  distinguished  himself  as  a  student  of  English 
letters.  He  has  a  facile  pen  and  has  written 
many  verses  and  pieces  of  prose,  which  are  marked 
by  the  charm  and  beauty  of  their  diction.  After 
graduation  from  the  university  he  acquired  busi¬ 
ness  experience  in  the  Warren  Savings  Bank,  of 
which  his  father  was  president,  and  gained  a  wider 
experience  of  business  in  Pittsburg,  Chicago  and 
New  York.  He  then  settled  in  Warren,  and  has 
since  been  identified  with  its  business  and  social 
interests.  For  some  years  he  was  secretary  of 
the  Warren  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  in  this 
capacity  did  much  to  increase  the  prestige  of 
Warren  as  a  business  center.  He  was  treasurer 
of  the  Conewango  Furniture  Company  for  some 
years,  and  is  now1  its  president.  He  organized  the 
Crescent  Furniture  Company  and  became  its  ac¬ 
tive  head  as  treasurer.  He  has  important  interests 
in  real  estate  and  industrial  enterprises  in  other 
companies  than  those  in  which  he  is  occupying 
managerial  positions.  He  was  for  several  years 
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a  Scoutmaster,  and  has  always  been  actively  in¬ 
terested  in  the  welfare  of  boys.  At  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  he  became  a  member  of  the  Delta  Kappa 
Epsilon  Fraternity,  and  has  frequently  attended  the 
national  conventions  of  this  society.  He  takes 
especial  delight  in  travel  in  Europe  and  America, 
and  has  made  a  number  of  walking  trips  in  the 
mountains  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  He  is  an 
enthusiast  as  a  golfer,  being  a  member  of  the 
Conewango  Valley  Country  Club.  He  lives  at 
home  with  his  parents,  being  unmarried.  4.  Grace 
Adelaide,  born  September  8,  1884;  she  attended  the 
Walnut  Hill  School,  Natick,  Massachusetts,  for 
one  year  and  then  studied  at  Smith  College,  North¬ 
ampton,  Massachusetts,  receiving  her  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1909.  She  married,  Decem¬ 
ber  29,  1910,  Francis  Morrow  Caughey,  a  biog¬ 
raphy  of  whom  will  be  found  on  a  following  page. 

The  Hazeltine  tradition  of  good  citizenship  has 
been  faithfully  upheld  by  Mr.  Hazeltine  and  his 
sons  and  daughters,  and  the  former  are  not  the 
least  among  those  of  the  able  and  enterprising 
men  who  have  borne  this  old  and  honored  name. 


LEWIS  MORRISON  HAZELTINE-Among 

the  old  residents  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  is  Lewis 
Morrison  Hazeltine,  who  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Abraham 
and  Jane  (Morrison)  Hazeltine  (see  preceding 
biography  of  Abraham  J.  Hazeltine,  brother  of 
Lewis  M.),  born  in  Busti,  New  York,  September 
4,  1845,  where  he  attended  public  school.  Though 
his  father  was  a  physician,  he  was  reared  to  be  a 
farmer,  and  was  so  occupied  at  Busti  until  1873, 
when  he  came  to  Warren,  Pennsylvania.  For 
twenty  years  he  lived  on  a  ten  and  a  half  acre 
plot  he  purchased  at  Gladerun,  and  there  he 
specialized  in  the  cultivation  of  strawberries,  and 
in  this  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  culture  of 
them  in  this  part  of  the  State.  He  then  bought 
a  tract  of  seventy-five  acres  on  the  Conewango 
Avenue  extension,  in  partnership  with  his  brother, 
A.  J.  Hazeltine,  a  banker,  and  here  they  specialized 
in  the  growing  of  strawberries.  Their  success 
has  been  continuous.  Mr.  Hazeltine,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning,  also  had  a  dairy  department  on  his  farm. 
In  1914  he  sold  part  of  this  land  for  the  Fair 
Grounds,  and  as  his  other  land  has  increased  greatly 
in  value,  he  has  been  selling  parts  of  it  for  build¬ 
ing  lots,  since  the  city  is  growing  out  to  his  sec¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Hazeltine  has  always  taken  a  lively 
interest  in  town  affairs  and  served  as  school 


director  of  Glade  Township,  as  road  supervisor, 
and  in  other  minor  offices.  He  is  a  communicant 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Lewis  M.  Hazeltine  married,  May  29,  1878,  Lois 
Sharp,  daughter  of  William  and  Lois  (Bailey) 
Sharp.  She  was  born  in  Conewango  Township, 
Warren  County,  March  6,  1847;  taught  school  in 
Warren  for  ten  years  before  her  marriage,  and  died 
in  Warren,  November  9,  1918,  where  she  is  buried 
in  Oakland  Cemetery.  Outside  of  her  home,  Mrs. 
Hazeltine’s  greatest  interest  in  life  was  the 
Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  work.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hazeltine  were  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  all  unmarried  and  living  at  home.  1.  Edith, 
who  taught  for  a  time  in  the  Warren  public 
schools.  2.  Kate,  who  is  a  bookkeeper  and  ste¬ 
nographer  in  Warren.  3.  Lewis,  who  is  a  skilled 
taxidermist.  4.  Raymond,  who  is  a  carpenter. 

Mr.  Hazeltine  is  one  of  the  vigorous  men  of  the 
old  school,  still  active  in  spite  of  his  eighty  years, 
and  abreast  of  the  times.  He  continues  to  serve 
his  community  and  to  inspire  other  citizens  by  his 
fine  example. 


FRANCIS  MORROW  CAUGHEY— A  suc¬ 
cessful  business  executive  of  Warren,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  is  Francis  Morrow  Caughey,  treasurer  of 
the  Conewango  Furniture  Company.  He  was  born 
in  Bellevue,  Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania,  the 
son  of  Milton  J.  Caughey,  a  native  of  Pittsburgh, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  banking  business  until 
his  death  in  1900,  and  Adeline  (Morrow)  Caughey, 
who  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  and  died  in  1899. 

Francis  M.  Caughey  attended  the  public  schools, 
and  then  Amherst  College,  where  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  with  the  class  of  1909,  receiving  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  After  completing  his  college 
course  he  engaged  in  the  bond  business  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  for  four  years.  He  next  joined  the  staff 
of  the  Spartan  Products  Company  in  New  York, 
where  he  continued  until  1920,  when  he  resigned 
to  go  with  the  Guaranty  Trust  Company  of  New 
York  City.  He  became  associated  with  the  Cone¬ 
wango  Furniture  Company  on  May  1,  1921,  and 
has  been  its  treasurer  since  that  time.  The  Cone¬ 
wango  Furniture  Company  was  established  as  an 
outgrowth  of  the  Pickett  Extension  Table  Com¬ 
pany.  After  a  time  it  was  called  the  Warren 
Extension  Table  Company.  In  1899  the  Cone¬ 
wango  Desk  and  Table  Company  was  started; 
and  in  1902  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Cone- 
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wango  Furniture  Company.  The  company  employs 
about  two  hundred  hands  and  has  100,000  square 
feet  of  floor  space  in  its  factory,  which  is  devoted 
to  the  manufacture  of  popular-priced  bedroom 
furniture,  both  in  suites  and  in  odd  pieces.  To-day 
it  is  the  largest  factory  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  furniture  in  Warren.  The  company  also 
operates  another  factory,  which  is  in  Titusville, 
Pennsylvania.  It  is  known  as  the  Conewango 
Furniture  Company  of  Titusville,  and  it  employs 
one  hundred  hands,  with  a  floor  space  of  about 
3  600  square  feet.  It  makes  a  specialty  of  its  own 
line  of  dressers  and  chiffoniers.  The  main  offices 
and  plant  of  the  Conewango  Furniture  Company 
are  at  No.  115  South  Carver  Street,  Warren, 
while  its  officers  are:  President,  Hugh  V.  Hazel- 
tine;  vice-president,  Frank  Morrison;  secretary 
and  treasurer,  Francis  M.  Caughey;  general  man¬ 
ager,  Charles  Forsgren. 

Francis  M.  Caughey  is  a  member  of  the  Delta 
Kappa  Epsilon  Fraternity;  a  member  of  all  the 
Masonic  bodies,  including  the  Scottish  Rite;  and 
also  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  of  the  Conewango 
Valley  Country  Club;  as  well  as  the  Rotary  Club. 
He  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
finds  his  favorite  recreation  in  golf,  fishing  and 
gunning. 

Mr.  Caughey  was  married,  December  29,  1910, 
to  Grace  Adelaide  Hazeltine,  a  native  of  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Abraham  J.  Hazeltine 
(see  a  preceding  biography).  They  are  the  parents 
of  Milton  Hazeltine  Caughey  and  of  Jane  Hazel¬ 
tine  Caughey.  Mr.  Caughey’s  address  is  Warren, 
Pennsylvania. 


GEORGE  D.  LEYDIC — A  leading  business 
man  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  is  George  D.  Ley- 
dic,  who  combines  a  flourishing  floral  establish¬ 
ment  with  an  undertaking  concern.  He  is  promi¬ 
nent  in  many  civic  enterprises  as  well,  a  man 
much  interested  in  community  progress.  George 
D.  Leydic  was  born  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania, 
on  July  4,  1880,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Mc- 
Quown)  Leydic,  of  Indiana  County.  His  father, 
who  was  a  worker  in  marble,  specializing  in  work 
on  monuments,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  twice 
wounded  while  serving  in  the  infantry,  died  in 
1882. 

George  D.  Leydic  was  educated  in  the  public 
and  high  schools  of  Indiana.  His  trade  he 


learned  by  actual  experience  during  a  period  of 
ten  years  of  association  with  H.  H.  Steving.  In 
1909  he  opened  a  business  of  his  own,  under  his 
own  name,  which  has  continued  to  flourish  to 
date.  After  moving  from  his  earlier  location  at 
No.  732  Philadelphia  Street  to  a  site  further  up 
town,  he  enlarged  his  plant  and  thoroughly  mod¬ 
ernized  his  equipment  so  that  it  now  compares 
very  favorably  with  any  similar  concern  in  the 
section.  In  1923,  Mr.  Leydic  associated  himself 
with  Mr.  Kissinger  in  the  acquisition  of  the  In¬ 
diana  Floral  Company,  the  largest  floral  estab¬ 
lishment  in  the  town.  The  plant  includes  six 
greenhouses,  of  which  four  measure  forty  by  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and  two  eighteen  by  one 
hundred  and  fifty.  Mr.  Leydic  is  treasurer  of 
this  corporation.  Mr.  Leydic  is  a  Republican,  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  and  Past  Recording  Secretary  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  enrolled  in  all  na¬ 
tional  associations  of  florists,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce.  He  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Bernard’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

George  D.  Leydic  married  (first),  in  1900, 
Nevada  Warrick,  daughter  of  James  Warrick, 
who  died,  leaving  a  daughter,  Charlotte  Frances, 
who  married  William  Kemery.  Mr.  Leydic  mar¬ 
ried  (second)  Bertha  J.  Schrader,  daughter  of 
William  Schrader,  by  whom  he  had  two  children: 
George  D.,  Jr.,  and  Betty  Jane. 


WILLIAM  C.  KRUG — Many  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Ebensburg  are  natives  of  Cam¬ 
bria  County,  and  Mr.  Krug  is  a  member  of  this 
class.  He  was  born  July  20,  1875,  on  a  farm  in 
Barr  Township,  Cambria  County,  a  son  of 
George  E.  and  Martha  (Humphrey)  Krug,  the 
former  now  a  letter  carrier  in  Ebensburg.  The 
son  remained  on  the  paternal  farm  until  he  at¬ 
tained  his  majority,  receiving  the  education  which 
the  public  schools  of  the  town  afforded.  Being 
ambitious,  young  Krug  went  to  Pittsburgh  to 
seek  employment,  and  was  engaged  as  shearer  by 
the  Jones  &  Laughlin  Steel  Company,  in  the 
blooming  mill,  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years.  By 
industry  and  thrift  he  accumulated  some  capital, 
and  returned  to  his  native  county  and  purchased 
the  Metropolitan  Hotel  at  Ebensburg,  which  he 
conducted  until  1914.  Having  disposed  of  the 
hotel,  he  engaged  in  the  automobile  business, 
under  the  name  of  the  Ebensburg  Automobile 
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Company,  and  continued  until  1920,  when  the 
Ebensburg  Brick  Company  was  incorporated. 
Mr.  Krug  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
company,  becoming  vice-president,  with  Henry  A. 
Englehart  as  president,  and  E.  T.  Englehart  as 
treasurer.  Since  its  establishment  this  concern 
has  grown  rapidly,  demonstrating  the  indefatig¬ 
ability  and  business  acumen  of  its  founders.  It 
occupies  4,800  square  feet  of  space,  and  employs 
five  machines,  and  its  product  finds  a  ready  mar¬ 
ket  among  builders.  An  intelligent  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  Mr.  Krug  is  naturally  sought  by 
his  fellow-citizens  to  bestow  the  same  care  and 
ability  on  public  concerns  which  he  has  shown  in 
his  own  affairs.  He  is  a  Republican  in  principle, 
and  ever  ready  to  foster  the  tenets  of  his  party. 
At  present  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ebensburg  Town 
Council,  and  is  honored  and  esteemed  by  his  as¬ 
sociates  in  the  town  government.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Holy  Name  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

In  1904,  Mr.  Krug  was  married  to  Mary  Heilig, 
who  passed  away  in  1916.  He  married  (second), 
in  1921,  Mary  Henry.  The  only  child  of  the  first 
wife  is  Martha  Krug,  now  eighteen  years  of  age. 
The  children  of  the  second  marriage  are:  Wil¬ 
liam,  James,  and  Thelma. 


JOHN  D.  WALKER — Few  men  do  a  larger 
service  for  their  fellows  through  official  duties 
than  John  D.  Walker,  county  commissioner  of 
Cambria  County,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Walker 
was  born  May  13,  1868,  in  Stellarton,  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia,  the  son  of  a  coal  miner,  John  B.  Walker,  and 
of  Isabel  (MacKay)  Walker,  both  since  dead. 
He  attended  the  public  and  high  schools  and 
graduated  from  the  Rowe  Business  College.  He 
began  active  life  working  in  the  coal  mines  and 
steel  mills  in  Johnstown,  and  was  employed  by 
the  Johnston  Water  Company  for  a  short  time. 
From  there  he  became  associated  with  a  news¬ 
paper,  the  Johnstown  “Tribune,”  which  engaged 
him  as  circulation  manager,  a  position  he  still 
holds.  In  1919  he  was  elected  county  treasurer, 
and  in  1923  he  was  elected  county  commissioner 
for  the  term  ending  in  1928.  In  1924  he  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  State  Association  of  County  Commission¬ 
ers,  and  that  same  year  he  was  elected  first  vice- 
president  of  this  association.  Mr.  Walker  was  a 
member  of  the  Johnstown  School  Board  for 
about  fourteen  years,  and  was  president  of  the 


Board  part  of  that  time,  and  also  was  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Educa¬ 
tional  Association  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  period 
of  about  fourteen  years.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
United  States  National  Bank,  of  Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania,  and  is  a  trustee  of  the  Western 
State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  at  Torrance,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Mr.  Walker  is  a  member  of  the  State 
Association  of  Circulation  Managers,  and  has 
been  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Circulation  Managers’  Association.  In  pol¬ 
itics  he  is  a  Republican.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  including  all  the 
York  Rite  and  Scottish  Rite  bodies,  having  re¬ 
ceived  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  Consistory, 
and  also  is  a  member  of  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  and  the 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  He  also  holds  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Tall  Cedars  Club  of  Lebanon;  the 
Sunnehanna  Country  Club;  the  Pennsylvania 
Society  of  New  York;  the  Travel  Club  of  Amer¬ 
ica;  the  Shrine  Club  of  Altoona;  and  the  Johns¬ 
town  Motor  Club.  Mr.  Walker  is  fond  of  golf 
as  a  recreation.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Walker  was  married,  in  1888,  to  Sarah 
Heron.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
George,  Bruce,  and  Isabel  Walker. 


SILAS  C.  STREAMS — A  progressive  citizen 
and  enterprising  business  man  of  Indiana,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  is  Silas  C.  Streams,  owner  of  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  complete  undertaking  establish¬ 
ments  and  gift  shops  in  Western  Pennsylvania, 
and  vice-president  of  the  Indiana  Deposit  Bank. 

Silas  C.  Streams  was  born  October  25,  1884,  in 
Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Matthew 
Streams,  a  farmer  of  that  county,  and  his  wife, 
Mollie  R.  (Graham)  Streams.  The  boy  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  local  public  school  and  the  high 
school  and  received  a  very  thorough  training  in 
the  trade  he  decided  to  follow  at  the  H.  S.  Eckels 
College  of  Embalming,  and  the  Cincinnati  Col¬ 
lege  of  Embalming  and  Anatomy.  On  completing 
this  course,  Mr.  Streams  entered  into  partnership 
with  John  Steving,  under  the  firm  name  of  Steving 
&.  Streams,  engaged  in  undertaking  and  the  fur¬ 
niture  business,  and  located  at  No.  720  Philadel¬ 
phia  Street,  Indiana.  With  the  dissolution  of 
this  firm  in  1918,  Mr.  Streams  carried  on  an  inde¬ 
pendent  business,  moving  in  1914  to  his  present 
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location  across  the  street  from  his  original  site, 
and  adding  a  gift  shop  to  his  furniture  store.  In 
1920  he  added  pianos  and  radios.  In  the  gift  shop 
are  displayed  more  than  11,000  articles,  one  of  the 
largest  and  choicest  collections  between  Pitts¬ 
burgh  and  New  York  City.  The  undertaking 
establishment  is  quite  modern,  with  funeral  par¬ 
lors  seating  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  people, 
and  a  complete  equipment  of  all  kinds.  Besides 
his  own  enterprise,  Mr.  Streams  is  interested  as 
vice-president  in  the  Indiana  Deposit  Bank.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the 
Blue  Lodge,  No.  313,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  and  the  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon.  He  is  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  County,  State,  and  National  associ¬ 
ations,  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  in  the 
Rotary  Club.  His  social  clubs  are  the  Cosmo¬ 
politan  of  Indiana,  and  the  Country  Club.  A 
communicant  of  the  First  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  he  is  a  member  of  its  building  committee. 

Silas  C.  Streams  married,  in  1918,  Laura 
Steving,  of  Indiana  County,  daughter  of  John 
and  Rachael  (Geesey)  Steving. 


EDWIN  DAVID  SMITH  was  born  in  Frank¬ 
lin,  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  October  7, 
1855,  the  son  of  David  S.  and  Mary  (Wallace) 
Smith.  He  was  born  in  the  old  William  Hiland 
house,  located  at  Fourth  and  Elk  streets.  His 
grandfather,  Captain  John  Smith,  was  a  pioneer 
settler  of  Franklin,  and  at  one  time  the  owner  of 
the  land  on  which  the  lower  part  of  the  First 
Ward,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Smith’s  Run,  now 
stands,  who  married  Nancy  Gordon.  His  father, 
David  S.  Smith,  was  one  of  the  first  manufacturers 
of  boring  tools  in  the  oil  region,  and  was  the  first 
to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  sucker  rod  joints, 
now  a  great  industry.  Several  years  before  his 
death,  having  disposed  of  this  business  to  his  son, 
Edwin  D.,  he  became  actively  engaged  as  an  oil 
producer,  in  which  he  met  with  success,  holding 
extensive  producing  interests  in  Cranberry  Town¬ 
ship.  His  mother,  Mary  (Wallace)  Smith,  was 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Jane  (Robb)  Wallace, 
members  of  old  and  honorable  families. 

The  son,  Edwin  David  Smith,  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Franklin,  and  then  entered  Cornell 
University,  in  1874,  passing  two  years  in  mechan¬ 
ical  arts.  At  the  university  he  was  a  member  of 
Theta  Delta  Chi  Fraternity  and  the  Musical  As¬ 
sociation.  Leaving  Cornell,  he  went  to  Pough¬ 
keepsie,  New  York,  and  took  a  two-year  course  at 


Eastman’s  Business  College.  He  was  now  splen¬ 
didly  equipped  to  enter  upon  a  business  career, 
and  his  first  connection  was  with  the  firm  of  Reed 
&  Durant,  dealers  in  hardware  and  oil  well  sup¬ 
plies  in  Millerstown,  Pennsylvania.  When  this 
business  was  moved  to  Franklin  and  sold  to  E. 
W.  Snook,  Mr.  Smith,  in  association  with  J.  P. 
Frazier  and  Mr.  Snook,  organized  the  firm  of 
Snook  &  Company,  long  remembered  for  its  im¬ 
portant  station  in  the  local  business  world,  and 
which  subsequently  became  Frazier  &  Smith,  upon 
Mr.  Snook’s  retirement.  This  latest  arrangement 
continued  in  force  from  1876  until  1900,  in  which 
latter  year  Mr.  Smith  withdrew  from  the  firm. 
It  was  this  firm  that  built  the  Printz  Block. 
Mr.  Smith  was  for  some  time  a  partner  of  Mr. 
Frazier  and  D.  T.  Lane  &  Son  in  a  portable  crane 
and  hoist  factory,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was 
interested  in  the  Franklin  Sucker  Rod  Factory. 
In  1878  he  began  to  engage  in  the  oil  producing 
buisness  and  his  identification  with  that  enterprise 
was  attended  with  gratifying  success.  He  suffered 
a  severe  illness  in  1907,  and  following  the  partial 
recovery  of  his  health,  he  had  been  more  or  less 
active  in  his  various  business  pursuits  until  some 
three  years  before  his  death. 

Mr.  Smith’s  activities  in  church  circles  were  of 
the  enduring  and  constructive  type  that  made  of 
him  one  of  the  leading,  if  not  the  leading,  layman 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Erie 
Conference.  He  was  allied  with  the  First  Church 
of  Franklin  all  his  life.  He  had  held  at  different 
times  almost  every  official  position  in  that  church 
up  until  the  time  his  health  failed.  For  a  quarter 
of  a  century  he  was  the  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School,  and  for  fifteen  years  of  that 
period  he  was  teacher  of  the  Men’s  Bible  Class. 
He  always  maintained  the  most  intense  interest 
in  the  affairs  and  welfare  of  this  class.  One  of  the 
fine  things  that  he  did  for  it  was  to  fit  up  for  its 
use  a  meeting  place  on  the  third  story  of  his 
residence.  Upon  his  retirement  from  the  superin¬ 
tendency,  the  school  presented  Mr.  Smith  with  a 
silver  loving  cup  as  a  testimonial  of  the  members’ 
affection  and  esteem.  Although  for  four  years 
prior  to  his  passing  he  had  not  had  any  official 
connection  with  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  he  maintained  his  contact  with  its  various 
activities  and  interests,  and  was  a  regular  attendant 
upon  all  its  services,  except  those  of  the  Sunday 
School.  He  was  to  be  seen  in  his  place  at  the 


(a/  £)  Ji?ocrtrzL 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


347 


morning  and  evening  services  on  Sunday  and 
continued  to  be  active  in  the  Wednesday  night 
prayer-meeting.  His  presence  in  the  prayer-meet¬ 
ing  was  always  an  inspiration,  for  in  testimony  and 
prayer  he  was  both  eloquent  and  fervent,  having 
a  ready  command  of  language  and  an  easy  and 
pleasing  delivery.  In  1904  Mr.  Smith  was  a  lay 
delegate  to  the  General  Conference  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  held  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  He  was  one  of  the  best-informed  men  on 
the  affairs  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
both  local  and  general,  and  he  had  collected  a  rich 
library  of  books  on  the  subject;  these  books  he 
gave,  nearly  all  of  them,  to  ministers  and  others, 
whom  he  thought  they  might  help.  The  pastors  of 
the  Franklin  church  learned  that  in  him  they  had 
a  dependable  friend,  fellow-worker  and  wise 
counsellor. 

Mr.  Smith  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  total 
abstinence  long  before  the  days  of  national  prohi¬ 
bition,  and  he  gave  intelligent  and  constructive 
effort  to  the  furtherance  of  that  cause.  He  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  moral  and  educational  wel¬ 
fare  of  his  home  city,  and  for  a  year  or  two,  about 
1907,  he  was  a  member  and  president  of  the 
Franklin  School  Board,  resigning  the  office  because 
of  ill  health. 

Edwin  David  Smith  married,  April  14,  1880,  in 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  Sophie  Jane  Rogers, 
daughter  of  Lorenzo  and  Esther  Wadsworth 
(Butler)  Rogers.  Her  father  was  the  son  of 
Phineas  and  Sophia  (Adams)  Rogers,  and  her 
mother  the  daughter  of  Elihu  and  Jane  (Lowrey) 
Butler.  Mrs.  Smith  has  always  been  an  enthusi¬ 
astic  and  able  worker  in  the  church  and  Sunday 
School,  and  the  united  devotion  of  this  couple 
to  their  church  and  to  each  other  was  often  re¬ 
marked  upon  as  a  beautiful  thing  to  behold.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  were  the  parents  of  two  sons: 
1.  Frederic  Echols,  born  June  20,  1881 ;  president 
of  the  Central  Trust  Company,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah;  prominent  in  Red  Cross  work  during  the 
World  War,  being  a  member  of  a  special  commis¬ 
sion  for  work  in  France,  and  zone  manager  of  the 
Army  of  Occupation  in  Germany;  he  married, 
January  1,  1920,  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  Henrietta 
Hoyt,  of  that  city,  who  was  engaged  in  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  work  in  France  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War;  they  have  one  daughter, 
Henrietta  Hoyt.  2.  Charles  Lavens,  vice-president 
of  the  Central  Trust  Company,  of  Salt  Lake  City; 


he  married,  September  25,  1909,  Bess  McMillan; 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  children :  Virginia 
Wadsworth,  Raymond  McMillan,  and  Edwin 
David. 

Mr.  Smith  departed  this  life  at  his  home,  No. 
1030  Liberty  Street,  Franklin,  the  house  having 
been  built  by  his  father  in  1866. 

On  the  occasion  of  his  passing,  a  local  news¬ 
paper  concluded  its  obituary  notice  of  Mr.  Smith’s 
career  with  the  following : 

The  friend  of  all,  with  never  a  word  of  unkind¬ 
ness  for  any,  Mr.  Smith  was  universally  beloved 
among  his  multitude  of  acquaintances,  and  his 
influence  was  correspondingly  great.  Since  his 
death,  those  who  knew  him  intimately  have  spoken 
of  him  as  a  man  generous,  genuine  and  one  of  the 
truest  Christians  they  have  ever  met. 

When  Mr.  Smith  retired  from  the  active  superin¬ 
tendency  of  the  Surfday  School  of  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Franklin,  after 
twenty-five  years  of  service  in  that  office,  and  be¬ 
came  superintendent  emeritus,  the  following  testi¬ 
monial  was  inscribed  on  the  loving-cup  presented 
to  him  in  1913  : 

1888. — Presented  to  Edwin  D.  Smith,  superin¬ 
tendent  emeritus,  from  the  entire  Sunday  School 
of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Franklin,  Pa.,  in  grateful  appreciation  of  twenty- 
five  years  of  leadership. — 1913. 

A  beautiful  appreciation  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Smith 
was  voiced  by  a  close  friend  in  the  following 
words,  which  appeared  in  the  local  press. 

He  Was  One  W ho  Loved  The  Feowers 

The  late  Ed.  D.  Smith,  who  was  a  lover  of 
everything  else  that  was  good  and  pure  and  best 
in  life,  was  also  a  lover  of  all  things  connected 
with  the  out-of-doors,  although  his  particular 
hobby  was  wild  flowers.  He  was  experimenting 
to  see  how  many  varieties  he  could  grow  on  his 
home  lot,  and  I  know  had  been  successful  with  the 
trilliums  and  ginseng.  A  couple  of  weeks  ago 
he  transplanted  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  Canada 
lily,  which  he  showed  to  me,  and  about  a  week 
later  wanted  to  know  if  I  could  locate  a  spot 
where  he  could  find  some  Turk’s  Cap  lilies.  I 
had  not  yet  done  so,  but  someone  else  did,  and  the 
last  act  of  his  life  was  to  go  there  on  Friday, 
the  night  of  his  death,  and  lift  the  plant  and  bring 
it  home  and  transplant  it,  so  that  it  is  very  prob¬ 
able  that  this  little  bit  of  exertion  in  a  work  he 
loved  had  something  to  do  with  hastening  the  end. 

The  Men’s  Bible  Class  of  the  First  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Franklin,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Smith,  who  was  its  teacher 
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for  many  years,  adopted  the  following  resolution 
under  date  of  August  8,  1920: 

In  the  providence  of  God,  our  Brother,  Edwin 
D.  Smith,  has  been  taken  to  his  reward ;  and  we 
are  reminded  that  we,  too,  are  soon  to  share  this 
common  destiny  of  man. 

As  we  recall  the  beautiful  life  which  he  lived, 
true  to  God  and  to  his  fellow-man,  brotherly, 
true,  and  an  ardent  promoter  of  righteousness — 
a  Christian  in  the  fullest  sense,  we  bid  adieu  to 
Brother  Smith  for  a  brief  time,  knowing  that,  if 
we  follow  his  life  as  he  followed  Christ,  we  shall 
soon  enjoy  his  eternal  companionship. 

Edwin  D.  Smith  organized  this  Bible  Class. 
He  was  its  teacher  for  many  years.  He  was  also 
superintendent  of  this  Sunday  School  for  several 
years.  In  all  these  duties,  as  in  every  worthy 
cause  in  life,  he  gave  unsparingly  of  his  time, 
thought  and  substance. 

How  we  feel  this  great  loss  to  the  city,  to  the 
church,  to  the  community ! 

As  he  now  enriches  “the  church  triumphant  be¬ 
fore  the  throne  of  God,”  so  he  enriched  this 
world  from  which  he  has  been  taken.  In  a  larger 
sense,  Brother  Edwin  D.  Smith  still  lives  here  in 
the  good  that  he  has  done,  and  in  the  fond 
memories  of  his  family,  friends  and  associates. 

“Green  be  the  turf  above  thee,  Friend  of  our 
better  days;  none  knew  thee  but  to  love  thee; 
none  named  thee  but  to  praise.” 

Therefore,  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Men’s  Bible 
Class  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Frank¬ 
lin,  Pa.,  that  this  unqualified  token  of  esteem, 
remembrance  and  love  be  incorporated  in  the 
minutes  of  this  class;  that  the  same  be  submitted 
to  the  “News  Herald”  for  publication,  and  that 
a  copy  be  presented  to  the  family  of  Brother  Smith. 

(Signed)  H.  A.  Graham 
H.  W.  Long 
M.  R.  Henderson 
Committee. 

This  memorial  is  fittingly  concluded  with  an 
editorial  appreciation  by  one  who  knew  Mr.  Smith 
intimately,  and  sensed  the  great  loss  inflicted 
upon  the  community  by  his  death : 

Almost  no  loss  of  money  or  property  could  be 
comparable  with  the  loss  which  falls  upon  a  com¬ 
munity  when  it  loses  the  presence  and  power  of 
a  good  man. 

Such  a  loss  has  fallen  upon  Franklin  and 
Venango  County  in  the  untimely  death  of  our 
fellow  citizen  and  neighbor,  Edwin  D.  Smith,  who 
lies  awaiting  loving  hands  to  carry  him  to  his  last 
resting  place. 

Yet  we  make  a  sorry  mistake  if  we  forget  that, 
in  a  very  real  sense,  we  have  not  lost  him.  The 
long  years  past  he  has  been  building  himself  into 
the  community,  unobtrusively  and  quietly,  but 
firmly  and  so  irremovably  that  even  the  hand  of 
death  takes  him  not  away. 

All  men  do  know  that  Edwin  D.  Smith  was  a 


good  man;  he  had  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
the  whole  community.  Those  whom  he  was 
associated  with  in  his  long  business  career,  the 
church  in  whose  activities  he  was  so  large  a  factor, 
the  forward-looking  citizens  with  whom  his  hand 
was  linked  in  enterprises  for  human  betterment, 
the  hard-pressed  and  unfortunate  to  whom  he  gave 
aid,  these  all  unite  in  testimony  to  his  sterling 
character  and  his  good  works. 

Tempered  with  a  just  pride  that  he  lived  so 
good  and  useful  a  life  and  so  well  justified  the 
Wisdom  who  granted  to  him  his  years  and  powers, 
his  family  and  friends  must  mourn  his  going,  and 
with  them  is  the  sympathy  of  the  whole  community 
in  unanimous  tribute  to  the  real  worth  of  one  who 
rests  from  honorable  labor  but  leaves  in  his  well 
done  work  a  lasting  memorial. 


BENJAMIN  ALLEN  FRYE,  M.  D.— With 
the  exception  of  the  period  of  service  in  the  World 
War,  Dr.  Frye  has  been  engaged  in  general 
medical  practice  both  at  New  Castle  and  at 
Sharpsville,  devoting  the  larger  portion  of  his  pro¬ 
fessional  career  to  Sharpsville,  with  his  offices  at 
No.  6  Main  Street.  Dr.  Frye  well  merits  his  excel¬ 
lent  reputation  for  skill  in  both  branches  of  medical 
science,  and  his  World  War  record  and  that  in 
his  native  town  are  substantial  proofs  of  his  abil¬ 
ity  and  leadership  in  his  profession. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Allen  Frye,  the  son  of  Phil- 
etus  W.  Frye,  a  steel  worker  throughout  his  life, 
and  Cora  Belle  (Atkinson)  Frye,  was  born 
February  4,  1883,  at  Sharpsville,  where  he  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools.  After  graduation 
from  the  high  school,  he  matriculated  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  graduated  at 
the  medical  school,  with  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  Completing  a  year  as  interne  in  Shen- 
ango  Valley  Hospital,  at  New  Castle,  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  general  practice  for  two  years  in  that 
city  previous  to  his  permanent  location  in  Sharps¬ 
ville.  Dr.  Frye  has  also  served  for  two  years 
as  the  county  physician,  and  for  the  same  period 
he  was  sanitary  adviser  to  the  Sharpsville  Board 
of  Health. 

Dr.  Frye  served  in  the  World  War  as  regi¬ 
mental  surgeon  from  November  15,  1917,  to 
October  16,  1919.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are 
with  all  the  bodies  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  the  Knights  of  Pythias; 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
and  the  American  Legion,  of  which  he  served  as 
trustee  for  three  years.  His  religious  faith  is 
that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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Dr.  Benjamin  Allen  Frye  married,  in  1908,  at 
Pittsburgh,  Myrtle  Jane  Lockhart,  daughter  of 
John  J.  and  Mary  Ann  Lockhart,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Benjamin  Allen  Frye,  Jr. 

FRANCIS  HARRY  FOX  was  among  the 
first  of  the  successful  oil  producers  to  settle  at 
Bradford,  and  to  discover  for  himself  the  value 
of  the  section  to  those  who  would  cast  in  their  lot 
with  the  practical  workers.  From  1879  and  on" 
wards,  he  has  continued  to  be  an  oil  worker  and 
an  oil  producer,  and  today  he  is  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  this  region,  and  indeed  is  one  of  the 
older  men  in  the  business,  having  been  a  practical 
witness  of  the  advance  of  the  oil  well  interests 
almost  from  the  time  they  had  begun  to  have  their 
first  popularity  and  place  in  American  industry. 

A  son  of  Thomas  D.  Fox,  who  lived  and  died 
in  England,  Francis  Harry  Fox  was  born  April 
15,  1849,  in  Dorchester,  England,  and  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Quebec,  Canada,  May  10,  1872,  whence 
he  came  to  New  York  City,  and  to  Belvidere, 
New  York.  On  December  2,  1872,  he  removed 
to  Foster  Brook,  and  then  to  Bradford  Town¬ 
ship,  that  is  now  Foster  Township,  McKean 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business 
two  years.  He  then  removed  successively  to  the 
states  of  Kansas  and  Michigan,  where  he  spent  six 
months  in  each  as  a  lumberman.  After  two 
years  of  farming  in  Illinois,  he  returned  to  Mc¬ 
Kean  County,  and  joined  the  oil-working  inter¬ 
ests.  He  began  producing  oil  in  this  section  in 
1876,  and  has  so  continued  to  the  present.  He  is 
well  known  and  highly  respected,  having  served 
as  a  school  director  of  Foster  Township,  three 
years. 

Francis  Harry  Fox  married,  July  7,  1877,  Jane 
A.  Tait,  daughter  of  Thomas  Tait,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  and  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Moffett)  Tait,  also  born  in  Scotland.  Mr. 
Tait  came  to  the  United  States  in  1851,  and  first 
settled  in  McKean  County,  and  later  at  Foster 
Brook,  where  he  at  first  engaged  in  farming,  and 
then  drilled  the  first  two  oil  wells  at  Foster 
Brook,  Foster  Township.  His  family  were  pio¬ 
neers  in  this  section,  and  they  sold  lumber  and 
honey,  and  in  order  to  dispose  of  their  goods,  they 
went  down  the  Allegheny  River  to  Oil  City  on 
a  raft.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tait  are: 
1.  Joseph,  deceased.  2.  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
Thompson  Gallagher,  and  the  only  member  of 
the  family  now  residing  at  Bradford.  3.  Agnes 


Snyder,  who  died  at  Marion.  4.  Jeannette.  5- 
George,  deceased,  born  at  sea.  6.  Thomas,  Jr., 
deceased.  7.  Jane  Ann,  died  September  29,  1899, 
who  married  Francis  H.  Fox. 

The  children  of  Francis  H.  and  Jane  A.  Fox 
are:  Thomas  T.,  whose  sketch  follows;  Dr. 
Francis,  a  practicing  physician,  at  Hammond, 
Indiana;  Estella,  who  married  Frank  Beam; 
Alice,  who  married  Arthur  Appleton;  Howard 
E.,  who  resides  at  Bradford;  Agnes,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Albert  Colegrove;  Earl  M.,  of  Bradford. 


THOMAS  T.  FOX — The  oil  field  interests  in 
the  Derrick  City  neighborhood  have  been  fur¬ 
thered  and  increased  in  value  by  the  enterprising 
activities  of  such  men  as  Thomas  T.  Fox,  who  as 
an  oil-producer  has  been  associated  with  the 
business  from  the  beginning  of  his  career,  and 
obtained  his  earliest  inspiration  for  his  work 
from  his  father’s  successful  undertakings  as  a 
pioneer  in  this  section.  Civic  matters,  as  well  as 
industrial,  deeply  interest  Mr.  Fox,  who  has  held 
public  office  with  practical  results  and  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  satisfaction.  He  is  a  son  of  Francis 
Harry  Fox,  and  Jane  A.  (Tait)  Fox.  Francis  H. 
Fox,  who  was  born  in  Dorchester,  England,  be¬ 
came  an  oil  worker  in  McKean  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  1876,  and  he  still  continues  therein. 

Thomas  T.  Fox  was  born  January  17,  1879,  at 
Babcock  Mills,  McKean  County,  where  he  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools,  and  graduated  at  Brad¬ 
ford  Business  College.  Since  then  he  has  spent 
his  life  in  the  oil  fields,  making  his  successful  be¬ 
ginning  at  Derrick  City,  where  he  is  still  located, 
and  where  his  leases  produce  abundantly.  In  pol¬ 
itics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  for  ten  years  he  was 
a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Foster  Town¬ 
ship,  and  served  one  year  as  an  assessor.  His 
fraternal  affiliations  are  those  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the  Knights  of  Py¬ 
thias,  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church. 

Thomas  T.  Fox  married,  November  30,  1899, 
Mina  L.  Walter,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Frances 
A.  (Miller)  Walter;  and  they  are  the  parents  of: 
Myrl  F.,  who  married  Horace  Sheffer;  Charles 
H.,  who  married  Winifred  Gibbs;  Harry  W.,  who 
married  Evelyn  Farnsworth;  Ruth  N.;  Helen 
C. ;  Thomas,  and  Elizabeth  M.,  twins. 


JOHN  EVANS  RITCHEY  was  born  April 
24,  1875,  the  son  of  Albert  F.  Ritchey,  and 
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grandson  of  John  Ritchey,  who  built  the  first  St. 
James’  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Toronto,  Can¬ 
ada,  and  Adelaide  (Wright)  Ritchey,  and  Ange- 
line  (Blakeley)  Ritchey,  daughter  of  John  Blak¬ 
eley,  a  building  contractor  and  elder  brother  of 
General  William  Blakeley  and  Colonel  Archibald 
Blakeley,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Katie  Ann  (Martin) 
Blakeley. 

John  Evans  Ritchey  attended  the  schools  at 
Bradford  and  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  and  after¬ 
wards  engaged  in  business  as  a  bricklayer  con¬ 
tractor,  his  present  occupation.  Among  the 
pieces  of  work  done  by  Mr.  Ritchey  is  a  piece  of 
road  building  supervised  by  him  in  the  borough 
of  Emlenton. 

During  the  Spanish-American  War,  Mr.  Ritchey 
was  quartermaster-sergeant  of  Company  F,  16th 
Regiment,  and  he  also  served  for  twelve  years  in 
the  National  Guard  Police,  having  been  on  duty  at 
the  Homestead  Strike  and  the  Walston  Coal 
Strike.  During  the  World  War  he  was  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  Home  Defense  Police.  He  is  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Franklin  Post  of  the  United  Spanish 
War  Veterans.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  he  is  chairman  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  church  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania. 

John  Evans  Ritchey  married  Jessie  M.  Smith, 
daughter  of  William  Smith,  son  of  William  Smith, 
commissioner  of  Venango  County,  and  Elizabeth 
(Armstrong)  Smith,  and  Erena  (Mays)  Smith,  a 
full  cousin  of  William  B.  Mays,  for  whom  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  Post  is  named, 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Julia  (Elder)  Mays. 

Mrs.  Ritchey  is  very  active  in  the  work  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  has  served  four  and  a  half  terms 
as  president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  and  is 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Intermediate  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Sunday  School. 


HARRY  HUDSON  BARBER— Among  the 
well  known  and  honored  commercial  secretaries 
and  journalists  of  Mercer  County  is  ranked  Harry 
Hudson  Barber,  who  has  had  a  long  career  as  a 
newspaper  writer  and  as  an  organization  secretary. 
He  is  also  prominent  in  sports  circles  and  is 
particularly  noted  in  Sharon  and  the  county  as  a 
golfer. 

Harry  Hudson  Barber  was  born  in  Brantford, 
Ontario,  Canada,  the  son  of  George  and  Katherine 
(Duggan)  Barber.  The  senior  Mr.  Barber,  a 
major  in  the  Dufferin  Rifles  in  Brantford,  was  a 


military  instructor  in  the  Central  Ontario  schools, 
and  he  was  well  known  in  the  military  affairs  of 
the  province.  Harry  Hudson  Barber  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  Brantford  public  schools  and  in  Brant¬ 
ford  College,  and  he  took  courses  in  the  Civic 
Summer  School  of  the  American  City  Bureau. 
From  the  very  beginning  he  has  been  a  success¬ 
ful  newspaper  writer,  and  he  has  been  well  known 
as  a  commercial  organization  secretary  for  many 
years.  He  has  a  large  clientele  in  the  latter  field 
and  enjoys  local  prominence  in  the  first. 

Mr.  Barber,  as  a  member'of  the  Sharon  Country 
Club,  has  for  a  long  time  been  among  the  best 
golf  players  there.  He  has  the  rare  distinction  of 
having  two  cards  in  the  “Dodo  Club,”  having  made 
a  hole  in  one  on  two  different  occasions  and  at 
different  golf  links.  Mr.  Barber  is  a  member  of 
Sharpsville  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

Mr.  Barber  married,  in  Erie,  June  21,  1911, 
Eunice  Randall,  daughter  of  Winfield  and  Flora 
(Bagley)  Randall.  They  have  two  children:  1. 
Harry  Hudson,  Jr.,  born  in  September,  1913.  2. 
Norina  Augusta,  born  in  August,  1924.  The  Bar¬ 
ber  family  attends  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
Sharon,  but  the  family  residence  is  in  Sharpsville. 


HARRY  M.  POLLOCK— A  large  wholesale 
grocery  business  in  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania,  The 
Harry  M.  Pollock  Company,  owes  its  inception 
and  largely  its  success  to  the  initiative  of  Harry 
M.  Pollock,  who  is  at  its  head.  Mr.  Pollock  was 
bom  June  23,  1896,  in  Armstrong  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  His  father  was  Louis  Pollock,  of  Po¬ 
land.  His  mother  was  Minnie  Huttner,  of  the 
same  place  and  country,  born  abroad. 

Harry  M.  Pollock  attended  the  public  schools 
and  was  a  student  at  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  for  two  years.  He  established  The  Harry 
M.  Pollock  Company  in  1923,  with  the  cooperation 
of  several  associates,  to  carry  on  a  wholesale 
grocery  business.  The  company  has  40,000  square 
feet  of  floor  space  in  the  building  it  occupies.  It 
employs  upward  of  twenty-five  persons,  and  oper¬ 
ates  over  a  radius  of  thirty  miles.  It  is  the  largest 
concern  of  its  kind  in  Armstrong  County.  It  has 
the  support  and  cooperation  of  about  twenty  of 
the  largest  grocers  in  this  section.  Mr.  Pollock  is 
vice-president.  The  other  officers  are :  President, 
Louis  Pollock ;  secretary-treasurer,  Francis  T. 
Benson  (see  following  biography)  ;  vice-president, 
Harry  M.  Pollock.  Mr.  Pollock  also  has  been  the 
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head  of  the  Valley  Coal  Company.  He  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics;  a  member  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  and  vice-president 
of  the  B’nai  B’rith.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  and  of  the  Jewish  Synagogue. 
He  is  unmarried.  His  business  address  is  South 
Jefferson  Street,  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania. 


FRANCIS  T.  BENSON— One  of  the  build¬ 
ers  of  the  large  wholesale  grocery  house  of  The 
Harry  M.  Pollock  Company,  in  Kittanning,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  is  Francis  T.  Benson,  born  August  2, 
1895,  in  Clarion  County.  His  father  is  John  L. 
Benson,  and  his  mother  Phebe  (Lehner)  Benson. 
The  son,  Francis  T.  Benson,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  afterwards  attending  a  business 
school.  He  was  expert  as  an  accountant  from  the 
beginning  and  began  his  active  career  as  an  auditor 
of  the  Kittanning  Brewing  Company.  This  he 
continued  until  he  became  associated  with  The 
Harry  M.  Pollock  Company,  wholesale  grocers 
(see  preceding  biography).  His  life  became  a  part 
of  the  growth  and  development  of  that  large  con¬ 
cern,  now  an  important  factor  in  the  commercial 
life  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  He  was  made  its 
secretary-treasurer  at  an  early  day,  and  has  con¬ 
tinued  ever  since  to  occupy  that  post.  Mr.  Benson 
served  in  the  World  War,  first  in  the  Aviation 
Corps  and  then  was  transferred  to  the  Medical 
Corps,  and  later  to  the  Officers’  Training  Corps  of 
the  infantry.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  of  the  Knights 
of  Columbus.  He  attends  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church. 

Mr.  Benson  was  married  in  1919  to  Margaretta 
Neurohr,  daughter  of  George  and  Eleanora  (Mier) 
Neurohr.  His  business  address  is  South  Jefferson 
Street,  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania. 


LAURENCE  G.  BONSTEIN— Among  the 
most  successful  leaders  in  the  business  life  and 
public  affairs  of  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania, 
is  Laurence  G.  Bonstein,  born  May  30,  1881,  at 
West  Pittston,  Luzerne  County,  Pennsylvania.  His 
father  was  Eugene  Bonstein,  a  paymaster  for  the 
Temple  Iron  Company,  Scranton,  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  West  End  Coal  Company,  located  at 
Mocanaqua,  Pennsylvania.  His  mother  was  Mar¬ 
tha  J.  Perrin,  of  West  Pittston,  who  is  living. 
The  father  died  in  1914. 

After  attending  the  public  and  high  schools  of 


West  Pittston,  Mr.  Bonstein  began  his  business 
career  with  the  Forty  Fort  Coal  Company  and 
continued  with  it  as  merged  with  the  Temple  Iron 
Company  until  June,  1899.  At  that  time  he  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Lackawanna  Coal  Company,  another 
subsidiary  of  the  Temple  Iron  Company,  located 
at  Olyphant,  Pennsylvania,  as  weighmaster.  He 
remained  until  1901,  when  he  was  employed  by 
the  Webster  Coal  and  Coke  Company  at  Cresson, 
Cambria  County,  as  cost  accountant.  In  Septem¬ 
ber,  1903,  he  moved  to  St.  Mary’s,  Elk  County,  and 
occupied  a  similar  position  as  cost  accountant  for 
the  Shawmut  Mining  Company  until  1907.  From 
1907  until  1916  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
accounting  department  of  the  Shawmut  Mining 
Company,  and  of  the  Allegheny  River  Mining 
Company,  which  was  organized  in  1907.  In  1916 
he  was  made  auditor,  treasurer  and  director  of  the 
Allegheny  River  Mining  Company,  and  of  the 
Pittsburgh  &  Shawmut  Coal  Company,  with  offices 
located  at  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  treas¬ 
urer  and  director  of  the  Kittanning  Limestone 
Company  and  president  of  the  Black  Diamond 
Mining  Company.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics; 
a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Kittanning  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  the  Kittanning  Country  Club. 

Laurence  G.  Bonstein  married,  in  1902,  Maria 
Agnes  Walsh,  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Cosgrove)  Walsh.  They 
are  the  parents  of  Freda  M.  and  Anna  M.  Bon¬ 
stein,  students  of  the  Pennsylvania  College  for 
Women  in  Pittsburgh;  of  Mirian  E.  Bonstein,  a 
student  of  the  Ithaca  Conservatory  of  Music;  of 
Eugene  P.,  Helen  J.,  and  Florence  K.  Bonstein, 
students  in  the  Kittanning  public  schools. 

The  business  address  of  Mr.  Bonstein  is  the 
Post  Office  Building;  his  house  address  is  No.  130 
Rebecca  Street,  Kittanning. 


HARVEY  J.  STROUP— One  of  the  most 
active  men  in  the  oil  fields  of  Bradford  is  Harvey 
J.  Stroup,  contracting  driller  and  oil  producer  of 
that  place.  Mr.  Stroup  is  a  son  of  John  A.  and 
Ada  (Smith)  Stroup,  both  deceased.  The  elder 
Mr.  Stroup  was  born  in  Clarion  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  went  to  Jefferson  County,  settling 
there  and  engaging  in  the  lumber  business  up  until 
the  time  of  his  death  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine. 

Harvey  J.  Stroup  was  born  in  Richardsville, 
Jefferson  County,  Pennsylvania,  February  14, 
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1875,  and  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
county  and  Clarion  Normal  School.  Until  he 
was  twenty  he  was  employed  in  the  lumber  busi¬ 
ness  in  Jefferson  County  and  then  went  to  Kane, 
in  McKean  County,  where  he  became  a  driller  in 
the  oil  fields.  In  this  line  of  work  Mr.  Stroup 
was  very  successful  and  after  several  years  in  the 
employ  of  various  oil  producers,  he  became  a 
contracting  driller  on  his  own  account,  drilling  for 
oil  and  gas  throughout  McKean,  Elk  and  Jeffer¬ 
son  counties,  and  also  producing  oil  himself.  In 
1905  Mr.  Stroup  located  in  Bradford  and  since 
that  time  has  made  it  his  home. 

Mr.  Stroup  is  a  member  of  the  Bradford  Club, 
and  of  all  the  Masonic  bodies  of  Bradford,  and 
of  Coudersport  Consistory,  holding  the  thirty- 
second  degree  in  the  order,  and  is  affiliated  with 
Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Mr.  Stroup  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  his  political  convictions;  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Stroup  married,  on  June  16,  1897,  Edith 
Newton,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Ella  (Ormsby) 
Newton,  her  father  a  well  known  resident  of  Laf¬ 
ayette,  McKean  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stroup 
have  two  children:  Hobart  A.,  who  is  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  business;  and  Marie,  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Victor  E.  Schermerhom,  a  dentist  of 
Bradford.  There  is  one  grandchild,  Victor  E. 
Schermerhom,  Jr. 


PROFESSOR  WILLIAM  DICKEY  GAM¬ 
BLE — One  of  the  best  known  educators  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  United  States  is  Professor 
William  Dickey  Gamble,  superintendent  of  schools 
at  Sharon,  Pennsylvania.  He  has  held  many  im¬ 
portant  positions  in  this  State,  and  he  is  regarded 
as  a  leading  figure  in  the  educational  system  of 
the  Keystone  State.  He  comes  rightfully  by  his 
predilection  for  teaching;  his  grandfather,  on  the 
paternal  side,  Rev.  John  Gamble,  came  to  America 
from  the  North  of  Ireland  in  1821,  and  gave 
considerable  time  to  teaching.  He  conducted  for 
a  time  a  private  school  at  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
and  afterward  was  the  head  of  a  similar  school 
at  Baltimore,  Maryland.  From  that  city  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  estab¬ 
lished  Franklin  Academy.  He  finally  settled  at 
Jamestown,  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  founded  the  Jamestown  Seminary.  This  latter 
institution  existed  for  many  years  after  his  death, 
in  1844,  and  prepared  many  young  men  and  women 


of  Western  Pennsylvania  for  college.  Professor 
Gamble’s  grandfather,  on  the  maternal  side,  Wil¬ 
liam  Dickey,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  West¬ 
minster  College,  New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  its  first  financial  agent,  traveling  on  horse¬ 
back  all  over  the  western  part  of  the  State,  solicit¬ 
ing  funds  for  the  college. 

William  Dickey  Gamble  was  born  April  9, 
1873,  in  South  Shenango  Township,  Crawford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  the  son  of  Hugh  Murdock 
Gamble,  a  teacher  in  the  early  part  of  his  life  and 
a  farmer  in  his  latter  years,  and  his  wife,  Ellen 
(Dickey)  Gamble.  The  early  education  of  William 
Dickey  Gamble  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools 
of  Jamestown.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
Jamestown  Seminary,  founded  by  his  paternal 
grandfather,  and  took  his  course  in  pedagogy  at 
Westminster  College,  of  which  his  maternal  grand¬ 
father  was  one  of  the  founders,  and  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1896.  His  first 
position  as  a  teacher  was  at  Ingleside  Academy, 
McDonald,  Pennsylvania.  He  subsequently  be¬ 
came  an  instructor  at  the  Mission  College,  Nor¬ 
folk,  Virginia.  Returning  to  Jamestown,  he  was 
appointed  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  that 
borough.  After  a  stay  of  some  years  in  James¬ 
town,  he  was  called  to  Sharon  to  become  principal 
of  the  Sharon  High  School,  and  soon  afterward 
was  promoted  to  superintendent  of  the  Sharon 
schools. 

Professor  Gamble  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Education  Association  and  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Education  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Westminster  College,  the 
Sharon  Rotary  Club,  and  the  Protected  Home 
Circle.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  Sharon,  where  they 
have  their  residence  at  No.  198  Cedar  Avenue. 

Professor  Gamble  married,  August  5,  1903, 
Mabel  McMichael,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
Ann  (Williams)  McMichael.  They  have  three 
children:  1.  Mary  Eleanor,  born  May  22,  1904. 

2.  Hugh  McMichael,  born  November  16,  1905. 

3.  William  Paul,  bom  January  16,  1911. 


RALPH  CRAWFORD  KING,  D.  D.  S.— To 

find  the  possibility  that  lies  hidden  within  our¬ 
selves,  this  has  been  said  to  be  the  great  moment  in 
a  man’s  life  for,  when  it  is  discovered,  he  becomes 
a  new  man,  one  with  ambition  to  succeed ;  one  with 
a  desire  to  point  the  way  for  others;  one  who 
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wishes  to  help  his  fellow  men.  These  are  all  steps 
in  the  way  of  his  fulfillment  of  his  own  career,  and 
the  truth  has  been  discovered  that  the  more  a  man 
wants  to  help  others,  the  more  he  truly  helps  him¬ 
self.  It  is  the  “bread  cast  upon  the  waters,”  and 
has  proved  true  in  the  great  laws  of  morals  as  in 
the  so-called  material  laws,  that  it  is  like  capital 
put  out  at  interest.  In  its  best  sense,  however,  the 
thought  is  to  help  and  not  to  look  for  the  return, 
for  it  follows  inevitably,  as  effect  follows  cause. 
How  a  man  decides  upon  his  career  is  one  of  the 
things  that  interests  the  student  of  human  nature. 
With  many  it  just  “happens”  by  following  the  path 
of  least  resistance;  they  happen  to  be  associated 
with  that  kind  of  work.  With  others  it  is  a  direct 
choice,  a  preference  for  a  certain  kind  of  work, 
that  guides  in  the  choice;  with  still  another  class 
it  is  the  discovery  of  the  possibility  that  lies  within 
us.  In  taking  up  of  his  work  of  dentistry  Dr. 
King  undoubtedly  followed  the  line  of  choice, 
the  knowledge  that  it  was  the  kind  of  work  that 
he  wanted  to  do,  in  which  he  could  best  serve  his 
fellows,  and  at  the  same  time  use  his  best  and  nat¬ 
ural  abilities  and  powers.  The  son  of  an  oil  pro¬ 
ducer,  living  in  a  western  Pennsylvania  town,  he 
did  not  follow  the  path  of  least  resistance,  but 
left  his  home  town  to  fit  himself  for  the  career  that 
he  chose  to  follow.  His  success  has  justified  his 
wisdom,  and  his  service  to  his  community  has  been 
amply  demonstrated,  not  alone  by  his  substantial 
success,  but  by  the  regard  and  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held  by  all  who  know  him  or  come  in  contact 
with  him.  His  work  is  one  of  service,  and  his  in¬ 
terests  are  not  confined  to  his  professional  work, 
but  are  active  in  the  civic  and  fraternal  affairs  of 
his  section.  Since  his  residence  and  practice  in 
Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  King  has  won  a  high 
place  for  himself  in  the  regard  of  this  city. 

Dr.  Ralph  Crawford  King  was  born  September 
12,  1882,  in  Emlenton,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Jonas 
Henry  and  Lucy  (Crawford)  King,  his  father  an 
oil  producer,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  His  mother 
is  native  of  Ohio.  The  son  attended  the  public 
school  of  Emlenton,  and  then  went  to  North  Wash¬ 
ington  schools;  subsequently  he  took  the  course  in 
dentistry  at  the  Pittsburgh  Dental  College,  being 
graduated  therefrom  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Dental  Surgery.  Since  that  time,  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  Dr.  Edward  C.  King  (see  fol¬ 
lowing  biography),  he  has  been  following  his  pro¬ 
fession  with  splendid  success,  and  is  now  (1925) 


established  in  offices  at  No.  146  East  State  Street, 
Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  has  an  ever  grow¬ 
ing  clientele. 

Dr.  King  is  a  Republican  in  his  politics,  and  is 
active  in  all  his  civic  duties,  but  has  not  been  an 
office  seeker.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  fraternal 
affairs,  and  is  a  member  and  since  1922  Past  Master 
of  Sharon  Lodge,  No.  668,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons ;  and  of  Sharon  Chapter,  No.  244,  Royal 
Arch  Masons.  He  belongs  to  the  Rotary  Club, 
and  the  Sharon  Dental  Association,  while  in  his 
religious  connection  he  is  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

Dr.  Ralph  Crawford  King  married,  March  18, 
1905,  at  Anandale,  Pennsylvania,  Mabel  Attwell, 
daughter  of  David  and  Nancy  (Daubenspeck)  Att¬ 
well,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  1. 

Paul  Dixon,  born  in  1906.  2.  Dorris  Katherine, 

born  in  1915. 


EDWARD  CARLISLE  KING,  D.  D.  S.— 

Dr.  Edward  Carlisle  King,  who  is  associated  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  of  dentistry  with  his 
brother,  Dr.  Ralph  C.  King  (see  preceding  biogra¬ 
phy),  came  to  the  choice  of  his  life’s  profession  in 
a  seemingly  natural  way ;  by  being  interested  in 
the  work  that  his  brother  was  already  pursuing 
when  he  began  his  professional  studies  to  assist 
him,  and  withal,  a  natural  aptitude  for  this  call¬ 
ing.  The  natural  influence  of  the  elder  brother 
in  pointing  the  way  for  the  younger  was  a  part  of 
the  desire  to  help  and  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
him  climb  the  ladder  of  success  that  he  was  already 
scaling.  We  seem  to  have  a  magic  power  when  we 
can  lead ;  and  to  have  the  way  pointed,  and  the 
path  smoothed  even  in  part  is  much  of  the  battle 
won.  Dr.  Edward  Carlisle  King,  however,  has 
much  of  the  same  mettle  that  helped  his  brother 
forge  his  way  to  the  top,  and  side  by  side  they  are 
building  a  strong  business  and  professional  edifice, 
a  bulwark  for  the  city  of  Sharon,  and  a  splendid 
and  substantial  success  for  themselves.  To  live  a 
large  and  abundant  life  is  the  keystone  of  success 
in  the  business  world  to-day,  as  it  always  has  been 
in  the  spiritual  world,  and  the  steadfast  and 
abounding  outpouring  of  service  is  the  life  of  a 
business  enterprise,  marking  its  pulse  of  achieve¬ 
ment.  Dr.  King  is  able  and  efficient  in  all  branches 
of  his  work,  and  his  connection  with  his  brother 
in  their  professional  life  augments  their  powers  of 
service  to  the  community.  He  is  also  active  in  the 
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civic  life  and  in  fraternal  affairs  and  during  the 
great  World  War  he  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Medical  Reserve  Corps.  He  participates  in  the 
life  of  his  church,  and  altogether,  like  his  brother, 
is  one  of  the  esteemed  citizens  of  this  section  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Edward  Carlisle  King  was  born  November 
8,  1892,  at  Emlenton,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Jonas 
Henry  and  Lucy  (Crawford)  King,  his  father  an 
oil  producer  of  this  section  of  the  State.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town;  at  North  Washington  Institute, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1910;  then  at¬ 
tended  Grove  City  College,  being  graduated  there¬ 
from  in  1915;  and  this  was  followed  by  attendance 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  pur¬ 
sued  his  studies  in  dentistry,  class  of  1919.  It  was 
during  this  period  that  the  terrible  conflict  of  the 
World  War  took  place,  and  Dr.  King  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Medical  Reserve  Corps,  stationed  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  On  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  his  studies  and  after  receiving  his  honorable 
discharge,  Dr.  King  returned  to  Sharon,  where 
he  has  been  practicing  ever  since. 

Dr.  King  is  a  Republican  in  his  politics,  but 
has  not  sought  office,  being  interested  in  fulfilling 
his  civic  duties,  and  in  lending  his  cooperation  in 
all  matters  that  affect  the  progress  and  welfare  of 
his  community.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
Sharon  Lodge,  No.  668,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  and  he  belongs  to  New  Castle  Consistory,  in 
which  he  holds  the  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  belongs  to  Zem  Zem 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  of  Erie.  Dr.  King  is  a  member  of 
the  Lake  Erie  and  the  National  Dental  Associa¬ 
tions  ;  and  his  club  is  the  Kiwanis.  In  his  religious 
affiliation  he  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  Sharon. 

Dr.  Edward  Carlisle  King  married,  September 
19,  1922,  at  New  York  City,  New  York,  Ora  Marie 
Robinson,  daughter  of  J.  M.  and  Jane  Robinson. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  King  are  the  parents  of  one  son, 
Edward  Carlisle,  Jr.,  born  January  2,  1924. 


E.  E.  HUGHES — In  civic  leadership,  and  in 
his  active  interest  in  whatever  pertains  to  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  Portage,  Mr.  Hughes,  who  holds  respon¬ 
sible  official  positions  in  financial  and  educational 
institutions,  is  representative  of  the  best  type  of 
the  citizenship  in  this  section  of  the  State.  His 


proven  capabilities  have  placed  him  at  the  head  of 
the  School  Board,  wherein  he  has  officiated  for  the 
advancement  of  the  school  plan  and  project  of  the 
present  hour. 

E.  E.  Hughes,  the  son  of  J.  J.  Hughes,  a  far¬ 
mer,  and  Matilda  (Roberts)  Hughes,  who  sur¬ 
vives  her  husband,  was  born  September  24,  1888, 
at  Summerhill  Township,  and  he  attended  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  Wilmore.  He  began 
his  business  career  as  a  mail  carrier  in  Summer- 
hill  Township,  where  he  continued  eight  years, 
when  he  came  to  Portage  in  the  capacity  of  teller 
for  the  First  National  Bank.  In  1920,  he  was 
made  assistant  cashier  of  that  bank,  and  he  so 
continues  to  the  present.  Mr.  Hughes  is  also  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Portage  School  Board.  He  is  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer  of  the  Portage  Building  and 
Loan  Association,  and  general  manager  of  the 
Reliance  Insurance  Company,  of  Portage.  A 
Republican  in  political  matters,  his  influence  is  ex¬ 
erted  through  his  vote  for  the  interests  of  that 
party. 

Mr.  Hughes’  fraternal  affiliations  are  those  of 
all  organizations  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  inclusive  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite  of  the  thirty-second  de¬ 
gree,  and  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine;  the  Knights  of  Malta;  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Shrine  Club,  of  Altoona;  Tall  Cedars  of  Leb¬ 
anon,  of  Ehrensburg;  and  the  Acacia  Club  of 
Portage.  He  is  a  member  and  a  trustee  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church. 

E.  E.  Hughes  married,  June  6,  1912,  Lura  Sher- 
bine,  and  they  are  the  parents  of :  Robert,  Alice 
Jean,  and  Ruth  Ann. 


STANTON-LILLIBRIDGE-LAWER— The 

name  Stanton  is  compounded  of  two  words:  Stan- 
stone,  ton-town.  The  “History  of  the  Stanton 
Family,”  to  be  found  in  the  New  York  Public 
Library,  states  that  on  January  2,  1635,  Thomas 
Stanton,  aged  twenty,  took  passage  for  Virginia 
in  the  merchantman  “Bonaventura.”  In  1636  he 
was  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  next  known  in 
connection  with  the  Pequot  War.  He  served 
Winthrop  as  Indian  interpreter  while  in  command 
at  Saybrook,  Connecticut.  (Copied  from  “Caul- 
kin’s  History  of  New  London,”  p.  296:  “The 
services  of  Mr.  Stanton  as  interpreter  during  the 
Pequot  War  were  invaluable.  He  was,  moreover, 
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a  man  of  trust  and  intelligence  and  his  knowledge 
of  the  country  and  the  Nations  made  him  a  use¬ 
ful  pioneer  and  counselor  on  all  land  questions  as 
well  as  difficulties  with  the  Indians”;  also,  “Some 
time  in  April,  1637,  a  small  vessel  arrived  at  the 
fort  having  on  board  Thomas  Stanton,  a  man  well 
acquainted  with  the  Indian  language  and  long 
useful  to  the  colonial  authorities  as  interpreter.”) 
Mr.  Stanton  served  through  this  war.  Special 
mention  is  made  of  his  bravery  in  the  battle  of 
Fairfield  Swamp,  where  he  well  nigh  lost  his  life. 
In  the  next  seventeen  months  he  married  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Hartford,  Connecticut.  In  June,  1636,  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker  and  one  hundred  others  came 
from  Newtown  (Cambridge),  Massachusetts,  and 
founded  Hartford.  In  1639  there  were  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-seven  property  holders  in  Hart¬ 
ford  and  among  them  were  Dr.  Thomas  Lord  and 
his  son-in-law,  Thomas  Stanton.  His  wife  was 
Ann,  eldest  daughter  and  third  child  of  Dr. 
Thomas  and  Dorothy  Lord. 

(Settlement  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  County, 
Pennsylvania,  by  Samuel  D.  Stanton.) 

Mt.  Pleasant  Township  lies  in  the  extreme 
northern  branches  of  the  Alleghany  range  of 
mountains.  The  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  the  county  was  bought  of  the  “Six 
Nations”  in  their  general  council  at  Fort  Stan- 
wix,  now  the  village  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  for  the  sum 
of  $10,000,  by  Thomas  and  Richard  Penn,  heirs 
of  William  Penn,  November  5,  1768.  In  this  pur¬ 
chase  was  included  a  large  portion  of  the  State, 
extending  diagonally  from  the  northeast  to  the 
southwest  corner.  November,  1774,  a  lot  of  land 
upon  which  the  village  of  Mount  Pleasant  now 
stands  was  bought  by  Christopher  Hager.  This 
lot  extended  westward  across  the  valley  of  the 
Lackawaxen  to  Belmont.  It  passed  through  several 
hands — purchasers  who  never  intended  to  occupy 
it — when,  in  June,  1789,  it  was  purchased  by  Sam¬ 
uel  Stanton,  the  first  actual  settler  in  the  township. 
He  was  from  Preston,  New  London  County,  Con¬ 
necticut.  Mr.  Stanton  went  to  Cooperstown  for  an 
interview  with  William  Cooper,  agent  for  exten¬ 
sive  wild  lands  in  that  section,  and  was  engaged 
by  Mr.  Cooper  to  come  into  that  section  of  the 
State  and  survey  some  land  for  him.  While  thus 
engaged  he  surveyed  and  purchased  the  land  above 
mentioned.  Near  the  headwaters  of  the  Starucca 
Creek  they  came  upon  the  camp  of  Samuel  Preston 
and  John  Hilborn,  engaged  in  the  construction  of 
a  new  road  from  the  southern  part  of  State.  Mr. 


Preston  writes  in  his  journal  under  date  of  June 
28,  1789,  concerning  this  interview  with  Mr.  Stan¬ 
ton:  “While  I  was  directing  letters,  William 
Cooper  came  to  my  camp  with  his  surveyor,  Sam¬ 
uel  Stanton,  on  his  way  to  Otsego.  I  filled  up  for 
William  Cooper  several  deeds,  etc.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  Mr.  Stanton  signed  the  deed  for  the 
above  lot  of  land,  containing  322  acres,  paying  for 
it  the  sum  of  322  pounds  to  Thomas  Rogers,  of 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Cooper’s  agent.”  It  seems,  from 
a  note  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Town  Records 
that  on  the  next  day  he  bought  a  large  quantity  of 
land  also,  i.  e.,  “Samuel  Stanton  bought  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Cooper,  agent  for  Thomas  Franklin,  and 
others,  nearly  3,000  acres  on  the  30th  of  June, 
1789,  and  began  to  work  on  the  land  in  June,  1790. 
Built  a  house  and  cleared  some  land.” 

Mr.  Stanton  remained  in  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Preston  for  a  time.  Mr.  Stanton  built  a  cabin  on 
his  new  purchase  about  ten  rods  east  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  Belmont  and  Easton  turnpike,  in  what  is  now 
the  village  of  Pleasant  Mount.  “Two  children, 
a  dog  and  a  cat,  with  the  parents,  made  up  the 
family  circle  when  first  they  arrived  in  town.”  On 
the  10th  of  April,  1791,  Mr.  Stanton,  described  at 
this  time,  was  heavy  built,  tall,  broad-shouldered, 
but  not  corpulent.  He  had  a  light  complexion, 
soft  blue  eyes,  very  light  brown  hair,  with  whisk¬ 
ers  verging  a  little  to  the  sandy  shade.  He  was 
always  sanguine,  of  a  lively  imagination  and  would 
picture  the  result  before  he  had  properly  weighed 
the  difficulties  to  be  encountered.  His  intellectual 
faculties  were  well  developed  and  he  had  a  great 
desire  for  the  acquistion  of  knowledge.  If  not 
occupied  by  pressing  duties  he  might  be  found 
engrossed  in  a  book.  His  mind  grasped  and 
retained  with  an  unusual  memory  whatever  he  read. 
An  intimate  acquaintance  stated  that  he  had  read 
more  than  two  thousand  volumes  and  could  con¬ 
verse  intelligently  about  the  contents  of  each.  He 
had  a  sociable  nature,  was  free  in  conversation, 
affable,  entertaining  and  serious  rather  than  jovial. 
He  was  extremely  inquisitive  and  had  a  happy 
faculty  of  becoming  acquainted  with  strangers 
who  put  up  with  him.  He  had  also  an  easy  way 
of  entertaining  them  with  a  great  variety  of  anec¬ 
dotes  and  was  not  easily  forgotten  by  any  stopping 
at  his  tavern.  It  was  his  natural  turn  to  be 
engaged  in  matters  of  public  interest  and  improve¬ 
ment.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  securing  the 
“Act  for  the  Cohocton  and  Great  Bend  Turnpike.” 
This  was  then  considered  a  greater  achievement 
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than  the  construction  of  a  canal  or  a  railroad 
would  now  be.  He  possessed  good  judgment  and 
was  considered  a  safe  advisor  in  matters  of  legal 
and  public  nature.  He  was  appointed  justice  of 
the  peace  in  1796,  while  the  region  belonged  to 
Northampton  County.  When  this  county  was 
organized  in  1798,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
commissioners  to  locate  the  seat  of  justice  and 
erect  the  courthouse  and  jail.  In  October,  1814, 
he  was  appointed  associate  judge  in  the  county. 
He  held  this  office  until  he  left  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  State.  The  biography  from  which  this 
part  of  Mr.  Stanton’s  history  has  been  taken  also 
went  on  to  say  that  so  far  as  could  be  learned  but 
a  single  instance  had  been  discovered  in  which 
his  good  judgment  had  failed  him  and  that  was 
“in  conceiving  himself  to  be  a  poet.” 

As  a  Christian  Mr.  Stanton  was  uniformly 
spoken  of  in  commendable  terms  and  in  that 
respect  his  memory  is  blessed  and  he  left  the 
savor  of  Godliness  behind  him.  His  religious 
poetry  was  of  a  very  elevated  character.  At  his 
home  as  a  meeting  place  was  first  administered 
in  Stantonville  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper,  to  which  were  invited  Christians  of  all 
denominations.  Upon  the  sign  in  front  of  his  inn 
or  tavern  was  printed  the  following  passage  of 
Scripture:  “Be  not  forgetful  to  entertain  strang¬ 
ers.”  This,  surmounted  as  it  was  by  the  horns  of 
an  elk,  would  naturally  remind  a  hungry,  weary 
traveler  through  this  wilderness  of  a  scriptural 
tavern  keeper,  with  a  liberal  steak  of  venison. 
Few  taverns  at  the  present  day  awaken  such 
associations. 

Mr.  Stanton,  near  the  close  of  his  life,  removed 
from  Mt.  Pleasant  to  reside  in  the  western  part 
of  the  State.  He  had  been  appointed  a  commis¬ 
sioner  of  a  State  road  in  that  section.  Having 
business  growing  out  of  this  office  to  transact  in 
Harrisburg,  he  took  his  family  xlown  to  the  west 
branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  where  he  left  them 
to  proceed  on  their  way,  while  he  went  to  Harris¬ 
burg.  Having  completed  the  object  of  his  visit 
there,  he  directed  his  course  to  meet  his  family. 
He  came  to  Bellefonte,  in  Center  County,  and 
stopped  with  his  friend,  Judge  Burnside,  where  he 
was  taken  sick.  Every  effort  was  made  to  restore 
health,  but  he  rapidly  declined,  and  after  a  few 
days’  illness  ended  his  mortal  life  April  15,  1816. 

Mt.  Pleasant  was  originally  called  Stantonville. 
In  1796  Samuel  Stanton  was  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  Thomas  Mifflin,  justice  of  the  peace  for 


the  region,  then  belonging  to  Northampton  County, 
being  the  first  appointment  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace  north  of  Stroudsburg. 

The  first  child,  Polly  Stanton,  born  in  Stanton¬ 
ville  (Pleasant  Mount,  Wayne  County),  was  born 
August  26,  1791.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Sam¬ 
uel  Stanton  and  married  Thomas  Lillibridge  (born 
at  Tolland,  Connecticut,  June  22,  1787),  March  31, 
1808.  A  descendant,  Will  Lillibridge,  a  graduate 
D.  D.  S.  of  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  as  novel 
writer  was  author  of  “Ben  Blair,”  “Where  the 
Trail  Divides,”  and  several  other  well-known 
books  of  Western  life.  It  is  said  that  the  silver 
tankard  which  in  this  Lillibridge  family  was 
handed  down  from  each  generation  to  the  eldest 
son,  Thomas,  was  in  this  fifth  generation  of  Amer¬ 
ican  branch  melted  and  made  into  teaspoons  by 
reason  of  the  ending  of  the  baptismal  name. 

Anna  Carpenter  Stanton  (born  February  9, 1795, 
at  Preston,  Connecticut,  died  February  9,  1876), 
descendant  of  Thomas  Stanton,  of  Stonington, 
Connecticut,  famous  Indian  interpreter,  married 
Lodowick  (5)  Lillibridge,  brother  of  Thomas  (5), 
who  married  Polly  Stanton,  a  sister  of  Anna,  at 
Preston,  Connecticut.  To<  them  were  born:  A 
daughter,  July,  1815,  at  Mt.  Pleasant;  at  Canoe 
Place,  McKean  County,  Elias  B.,  born  January  26, 
1820;  Samuel  Stanton,  born  March  8,  1822;  Alva 
M.;  Phoebe  Ann,  born  July  3,  1828;  Hannah  L., 
born  May  4,  1830;  Amy  C.,  born  February  4,  1832; 
Lucy  Ann,  born  August  19,  1835,  and  Lowell 
Lodowick,  born  November  4,  1838. 

Lucy  Lillibridge  Hull,  of  Scranton,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  furnished  the  following:  Samuel  Stanton, 
of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wayne  County,  a  surveyor  and  a 
commissioner  of  the  East  and  West  Road,  under 
commission  from  the  State,  and  the  first  county 
commissioner  of  the  newly-made  county  of  Mc¬ 
Kean,  bought  about  a  thousand  acres  where  the 
town  of  Port  Allegany  (Canoe  Place- Kings  ville- 
Liberty)  now  stands,  from  the  Allegheny  River 
on  the  west  two  miles  east  up  what  is  called  Lilli¬ 
bridge  Creek,  with  the  expectation  of  making  this 
the  county  seat.  He  again  started  to  settle  and 
make  a  home  in  the  wilderness,  known  only  to  the 
Indians,  and  but  a  dim  trail  through  the  moun¬ 
tain  pass  of  the  Alleghanies,  over  which  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad  now  makes  its  way  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  Buffalo.  His  family  now  consisted  of 
eight  children:  Thomas,  Abel,  Samuel  and  Daniel, 
Polly,  Anna,  Hannah  and  Rebeckah,  and  his  wife, 
Martha  Morse  Stanton,  born  at  Preston,  Connec- 
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ticut,  and  buried  in  the  old  Port  Allegany  Ceme¬ 
tery,  May  8,  1830.  Samuel  Stanton  died  at  Belle- 
fonte,  returning  from  Philadelphia  to  his  family, 
left  at  an  outpost  on  the  West  Branch  of  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna.  Under  the  direction  of  his  son-in-law, 
Lodowick  Lillibridge,  the  family  proceeded  on  its 
way  to  Emporium  and  up  the  Sinnamahoning 
Portage  to  the  mountain  pass  and  down  the  Alle¬ 
ghany  Portage  to  the  Stanton  tract  on  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  River,  where  a  log  house  was  erected  and 
the  pioneers  began  the  settlement  of  a  new  location. 

On  a  previous  visit  to  the  locality  in  1815,  Sam¬ 
uel  Stanton  took  oath  of  office  as  the  first  County 
Commissioner  for  McKean  County,  October  14, 
1815,  at  Williamsport;  and  with  Isaac  Lyman, 
Potter  County’s  first  Commissioner,  met  at  the 
hotel  of  Benjamin  Burt,  in  Eulalia  Township, 
October  19,  1815,  to  qualify  for  office  before 
Nathan  B.  Palmer,  J.  P. 

Samuel  Stanton’s  plans  for  the  upbuilding  of  a 
thriving  settlement  on  the  new  East  and  West 
Road  were  not  destined  to  early  fruition,  but  now 
(1926),  Port  Allegany  is  to  be  counted  as  one  of 
the  most  attractive  towns  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  north  from  Philadelphia,  with  unlimited 
opportunity  for  growth  and  advancement. 

In  1916  the  centennial  of  the  town  was  cele¬ 
brated  with  pageants  representing  the  arrival  of 
the  Stanton-Lillibridge  band  of  pioneers,  their 
meeting  with  the  Indians,  etc. 

The  history  of  Canoe  Place,  later  called  Lib¬ 
erty,  and  with  the  establishment  of  the  post  office 
definitely  named  Port  Allegany,  it  was,  of  course, 
identified  with  that  of  the  Lillibridge  family. 
Settlers  came  in  slowly  the  first  fifteen  years  and 
every  effort  was  put  forth  to  establish  schools  and 
churches.  Lumbering  of  the  virgin  pine  and  hemr 
lock  forests  remained  the  principal  industry,  and 
one  of  the  largest  tanneries  in  the  world  was  built 
in  1864,  and  proved  a  great  benefit  in  the  upbuild¬ 
ing  of  the  village.  It  is  now  in  this  spring  of 
1926  being  demolished,  much  to  the  regret  of  the 
borough.  In  the  early  days  huge  rafts  of  logs 
and  lumber  were  shipped  down  the  Allegheny  at 
the  time  of  spring  floods  to  Warren,  Cincinnati, 
Pittsburgh,  and  as  the  river  broadened  other  rafts 
were  attached  until  many  millions  of  feet  of  lum¬ 
ber  found  their  way  to  the  big  markets.  These 
raftsmen  toiled  their  way  back  on  foot,  bringing 
the  latest  news,  tales  of  the  world’s  doings,  and 
small  inventions — like  the  oil  burning  lamps  to  re¬ 


place  the  candle  dip,  and  other  portable  things  to 
catch  the  eye  and  astonish  the  stay-at-homes. 

A  herd  of  bison  consisting  of  about  three  hun¬ 
dred  animals,  was  seen  in  1818  by  Lodowick  Lil¬ 
libridge.  Lodowick  Lillibridge  in  about  1853 
built  a  large  three-story  tavern  at  the  four  cor¬ 
ners  of  the  village.  The  upper  floor  was  used  as 
a  ballroom,  and  at  the  opening  dance  the  famous 
Ole  Bull  furnished  the  music.  Three  years  later 
he  retired  to  the  homestead  on  Mill  Street,  where 
he  died,  leaving  his  wife  and  all  of  his  children, 
with  the  exception  of  Lucy  L.  Hull,  married  and 
established  in  Port  Allegany  and  vicinity.  The 
homestead  became  the  property  of  Samuel  Stan¬ 
ton  Lillibridge  and  Louisa  Wilkin,  his  wife,  by 
whose  daughter,  Belle  Anna  (Lillibridge)  Lawer, 
it  is  at  present  owned,  and  to  whose  children,  Wil¬ 
kin  Lillibridge  and  Edward  Stanton  Lawer  it  will 
descend.  All  of  the  descendants  of  Samuel  Stan¬ 
ton  Lillibridge  were  bom  in  this  old  homestead. 

Samuel  Stanton  Lillibridge  married  Louisa 
Wilkin,  of  Port  Allegany,  born  December  24, 
1830,  and  to  them  were  born  Charles  E.,  Martha 
E.,  William  Lodowick,  Samuel  Marshall,  Claire 
E.,  and  Belle  Anna.  The  oldest  son,  Charles,  died 
at  Mansfield  Normal  School  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one;  William  L.,  graduated  with  a  legal  degree 
from  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  was  a  prac¬ 
ticing  attorney  at  Port  Allegany.  He  now  resides 
at  Coudersport,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  the  author 
of  “Edward  Reynolds,”  published  in  1902,  and 
“The  Scar  of  Moscow.”  He  married  Flora  Roys, 
in  1882,  and  had  three  daughters:  Ona  Estelle, 
married  William  B.  Rennells,  of  Coudersport, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1908,  and  now  a  resident  of 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma;  Martha  J.,  married  DeForest 
Scoville,  at  Coudersport,  Pennsylvania,  and  now  a 
resident  of  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  having  one 
son,  William,  born  1910;  and  Marion  Louise, 
married  William  L.  Bien,  in  1922,  and  having  one 
child,  a  daughter. 

Belle  Anna,  married  George  Edward  Lawer, 
son  of  F.  V.  and  Elizabeth  K.  Pleuthner  Lawer, 
of  Buffalo,  New  York,  May  6,  1900,  at  Port 
Allegany,  Pennsylvania,  and  their  residence  is  the 
Lillibridge  homestead.  Two  sons  were  born 
there:  Wilkin  Lillibridge,  September  23,  1901,  and 
Edward  Stanton,  August  31,  1903.  Wilkin  L., 
prepared  at  Swarthmore  and  graduated  from 
Princeton  University  in  the  class  of  1923,  and  is 
now  a  resident  of  New  York  City,  where  he  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Princeton  Club,  of  New  York,  Squad- 
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ron  A  Club,  and  the  Glen  Ridge  Club.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Princeton  Court  Club, 
Lambda  Chi  Alpha.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Port  Allegany  City  Club.  Edward  S.  is  a  junior 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  class 
of  1927. 

Belle  L.  was  a  teacher  and  a  law  student. 
For  some  years  she  was  with  W.  L.  Lillibridge, 
co-editor  and  proprietor  of  the  “Port  Allegany 
Reporter,”  a  newspaper  established  in  Port  Alle¬ 
gany  in  1874.  She  was  appointed  a  trustee  of  the 
Mothers’  Assistance  Fund  by  Governor  Sproul, 
and  indorsed  by  Governor  Pinchot,  and  was  a 
charter  member  and  first  regent  of  Canoe  Place 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 
At  the  spring  primaries  she  was  nominated  by 
the  Democratic  party  for  member  of  Assembly 
from  McKean  County. 

George  Edward  Lawer  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  in  1864.  He  has  been  for  several 
years  head  of  the  American  Extract  Company  in 
Port  Allegany,  where  their  factory  is  located. 
He  has  been  prominent  in  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  City 
Club. 


ALBERT  THOMAS  JONES  was  born  in 
Olean,  New  York,  on  November  26,  1882,  son  of 
Edward  and  Elizabeth  Jones.  The  family  resided 
for  many  years  at  Olean,  where  his  father  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  as  a  con¬ 
ductor  on  the  run  between  Olean  and  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania.  He  attended  the  public  school  of 
Olean,  and  then  he,  too,  joined  the  working  force 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Road  and  remained  with  that 
company  for  two  years.  He  then  entered  the 
trade  with  which  he  has  ever  since  been  connected, 
learning  the  business  first  in  the  foundry  and 
machine  shop  of  the  Luther  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Olean,  remaining  with  them  for  ten  years. 
When  he  was  ready  to  begin  business  for  him¬ 
self,  he  removed  to  Shinglehouse,  and  for  four¬ 
teen  years  he  conducted  a  machine  shop,  doing 
general  machine  work  and  manufacturing  pumping 
heads.  On  June  4,  1923,  he  purchased  the  foundry 
and  machine  shop  of  John  W.  Reynolds,  at  Mount 
Jewett,  Pennsylvania,  and  has  since  kept  it  running 
under  the  name  of  the  A.  T.  Jones  Foundry  and 
Machine  Shop.  Mr.  Jones  has  put  the  plant  in  a 
thoroughly  up-to-date  condition,  with  modern 
equipment  for  the  manufacture  of  pumping  heads 
and  general  pumping  appliances. 


Mr.  Jones  is  a  member  of  the  Mount  Jewett 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Fraternally  he  is  con¬ 
nected  with  Sharon  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  Shinglehouse,  and  the  Coudersport 
Consistory.  He  holds  the  thirty-second  degree  in 
that  brotherhood.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Olean 
Lodge,  No.  491,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  _ 

WILLIAM  FRED  TURNER— As  a  school 
of  training  and  experience,  William  Fred  Turner 
could  have  had  none  better  at  the  time  and  place 
than  that  afforded  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking 
establishment  of  Samuel  Turner  &  Son  at  Free¬ 
port,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  became  so  proficient 
in  both  departments  of  the  business — the  only  one 
of  its  kind  in  Freeport — that  he  was  admitted  into 
partnership  with  his  father  forty  years  ago.  On 
the  death  of  the  senior  Mr.  Turner,  twelve  years 
since,  he  inherited  his  father’s  share  of  the  busi¬ 
ness,  and  during  these  latter  years  has  conducted 
the  establishment  under  his  own  name.  Mr.  Turner 
is  highly  esteemed  as  a  leader  of  the  community, 
and  through  his  professional  services  has  carried 
his  ministrations  of  care  and  sympathy  into  those 
families  that  because  of  the  exigencies  of  human 
existence  are  brought  to  the  place  of  requiring 
them.  He  has  been  highly  honored  by  his  fellow 
citizens  with  election  to  the  Pennsylvania  Legis¬ 
lature  for  two  terms  and  to  the  State  Senate  for 
one  term. 

William  Fred  (W.  Fred)  Turner  was  born 
April  28,  1864,  at  Freeport,  Pennsylvania,  a  son  of 
Samuel  Turner,  of  Freeport,  Pennsylvania,  who 
died  in  January,  1913,  and  Margaret  Jane  (Clark) 
Turner,  of  Freeport,  who  died  December  29,  1883. 
On  the  maternal  side  he  is  descended  from  one  of 
the  oldest  families  of  Armstrong  County.  His 
father,  as  has  been  stated,  was  a  merchant  and 
funeral  director  in  Freeport  for  many  years  and 
built  up  a  profitable  business  and  an  enviable  repu¬ 
tation.  The  son,  William  Fred,  studied  in  the 
public  schools  of  Freeport  and  then  took  a  course 
in  the  Actual  Business  School  of  Pittsburgh,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  In  1885  he  was  received  into  partnership 
by  his  father  and  the  firm  was  known  as  Samuel 
Turner  &  Son  until  1913,  the  year  of  the  senior 
Mr.  Turner’s  death,  since  which  year  William  Fred 
Turner  has  operated  under  his  name  and  with  in¬ 
creasing  success. 

Mr.  Turner  has  had  a  wide  political  experience. 
At  the  early  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  was  made 
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burgess  of  Freeport,  and  he  had  also  been  elected 
a  member  of  the  Council  for  several  terms.  He 
was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  for  the  terms 
1897  and  1899,  and  in  1918  he  was  advanced  to  a 
seat  in  the  Pennsylvania  Senate  to  fill  the  unex¬ 
pired  term  of  Senator  J.  Frank  Graff.  In  all  these 
years  he  has  been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  Party.  In  the  World  War  period  he  par¬ 
ticipated  effectively  in  Liberty  Loan  drives  in  Arm¬ 
strong  County. 

Mr.  Turner  is  a  member  and  Past  Master  of 
Lodge,  No.  239,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Commandery,  No.  i,  Knights  Templar; 
Pittsburgh  Consistory,  thirty-second  degree,  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and  Syria  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  ; 
also  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows ;  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles;  and  the  Loyal  Order 
of  Moose.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Freeport  Busi¬ 
ness  Men’s  Association,  and  the  Freemas  Club. 
His  religious  connection  is  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Turner  married,  in  1887,  Lida  Bricker,  of 
Freeport,  a  daughter  of  John  L.  and  Lavinia 
(Hawk)  Bricker.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children :  Margaret  L.,  who  married  G.  L.  Ral¬ 
ston,  and  has  one  child,  a  son;  and  Dorothy  M., 
who  married  R.  C.  Malcolm,  and  has  one  child, 
a  daughter. 


REV.  CLAIRE  McKAY  STEWART,  pastor 
of  the  First  United  Presbyterian  Church,  Oil 
City,  Pennsylvania,  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
young  pastors  of  Lake  Presbytery,  who  bids  fair 
to  become  a  leader  among  men.  Even  now  he  oc¬ 
cupies  an  honored  place  among  the  pastors  of  his 
home  city  as  well  as  that  of  much  wider  and  more 
extensive  boundaries  in  his  own  denomination.  A 
son  of  Fred  Blair,  and  Nellie  (McKay)  Stewart, 
he  was  born  at  Espyville,  Crawford  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  1893.  His  early  surroundings  were 
of  the  best,  which  helped  to  mold  and  influence 
him  in  his  chosen  work  at  a  later  time.  His  father 
being  an  intelligent  farmer  of  financial  ability 
made  it  possible  for  his  children  to  enjoy  educa¬ 
tional  advantages  of  superior  worth,  so  he,  after 
preparatory  work  in  the  North  Shenango  High 
School,  entered  Westminster  College  (Pennsyl¬ 
vania). 

Later  Mr.  Stewart  decided  upon  a  business 


career  and  conducted  a  flour  and  feed  store  at 
Westford,  Pennsylvania,  with  great  success  for 
six  years,  when,  hearing  the  call  of  God  for 
greater  service,  he  forsook  all  to  follow  Him  in 
whatever  fields  were  most  needy.  As  a  further 
preparation  he  entered  the  Pittsburgh  Theological 
Seminary  where,  after  three  years  of  study,  he 
graduated  with  honor  in  1924.  In  the  meantime, 
he  served  as  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Clinton,  Pennsylvania,  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  spring  of  1925,  when,  after  a 
unanimous  call  from  the  First  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Oil  City,  he  accepted  and  was  installed 
pastor  in  May  of  that  year. 

Rev.  Stewart  was  most  fortunate  in  his  mar¬ 
riage,  April  22,  1916,  to  Harriet  Carkhuff,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  David  Henry  and  Mary  Alma  (Hurlburt) 
Carkhuff,  of  Westford,  Pennsylvania,  who,  in 
every  way,  is  especially  fitted  to  be  a  helpmate  of 
her  worthy  husband  in  his  noble  calling.  Mrs. 
Stewart  is  a  graduate  of  the  North  Shenango 
High  School  and  the  Slippery  Rock  Normal,  class 
of  1910.  As  a  further  preparation  for  her  life 
work,  better  than  she  knew,  she  was  a  successful 
teacher  for  a  number  of  years  before  her  mar¬ 
riage.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  are  the  parents  of 
one  son,  James  Walter  Stewart,  and  both  have  a 
lineage  back  of  them,  so  far  as  that  goes,  that  is 
quite  worth  while.  In  America  each  has  a  long 
and  unbroken  line  of  reputable  ancestry  contain¬ 
ing  some  of  the  nation’s  best  citizens.  Across 
the  Atlantic,  like  all  those  bearing  the  same  name, 
Rev.  Stewart  goes  back  to  Irish  and  Scottish 
history,  where  he  finds  a  princely  family  de¬ 
scended  from  “Bianco,”  murdered  by  Macbeth, 
who  was  lineally  descended  from  M'9r  Mhaor 
Lea,  hua,  “Great  Steward  of  Lennox,”  from 
whom  at  length  came  the  kings  of  Scotland,  as  well 
the  English  rulers  of  the  present  day.  In  the 
history  of  all  nations  where  the  numerous  branches 
have  located,  the  Stewarts  have  taken  a  prom¬ 
inent  part  in  the  affairs  of  their  respective  nations, 
many,  also,  becoming  leaders  in  righteousness  as 
well. 

Among  the  Pennsylvania  ancestry  of  Rev. 
Stewart  is  the  Blair  family,  his  paternal  grand¬ 
mother  having  been  Elizabeth  Ann  Blair,  a  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Hugh  and  Janet  Blair,  who  migrated 
from  the  parish  of  Donagor,  County  Antrim,  Ire¬ 
land,  in  1787,  to  Pennsylvania,  and  who,  in  1803, 
located  near  Hartstown,  Crawford  County,  where 
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Mr.  Blair  bought  a  large  tract  of  land.  One  of 
his  sons,  David,  was  educated  at  Jefferson  Col¬ 
lege,  Canonsburg,  and  became  a  well  known  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Associate  Presbyterian  (Seceder), 
later  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  for  almost 
half  a  century.  His  only  son  became  a  noted 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Stewart  belongs  to  distinguished  families 
of  New  Jersey,  who  were  among  the  earliest  Col¬ 
onial  settlers,  among  whom  were  the  Free,  Cark- 
huff  and  the  Hurlburt  families. 


L.  C.  GREGORY — Starting  for  himself  at 
thirteen,  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  business  at 
fourteen,  L.  C.  Gregory,  of  Ford  City,  Armstrong 
County,  Pennsylvania,  ever  has  been  a  leader  in  the 
business  community  where  his  lot  has  been  cast. 
He  was  born  in  Elk  County,  Pennsylvania,  August 
12,  1881.  His  father  was  George  Gregory,  a  con¬ 
tractor,  and  his  mother,  Amanda  (Kuntz)  Greg¬ 
ory,  of  Elk  County,  both  since  dead. 

L.  C.  Gregory  was  educated  in  the  public  and 
high  schools  of  Elk  County,  and  the  Lock  Haven 
State  Normal  School.  He  engaged  in  the  retail 
store  business  at  thirteen  and  in  the  following  year 
had  charge  of  a  store  at  Tambine.  He  was  learn¬ 
ing  the  business  also  while  attending  school.  After 
following  the  retail  business  in  various  parts  of  the 
State,  he  came  to  Ford  City  in  1908  as  general 
manager  of  the  Thomas  Flynn  store.  This  was 
established  as  the  first  store  in  Ford  City  under  the 
name  of  A.  C.  Bailey.  He  sold  out  to  Mr.  Pollock 
of  Kittanning,  and  he  sold  out  to  Mr.  Flynn  in 
1903.  The  business  was  incorporated  in  that  year. 
The  president  was  Mr.  Flynn  ;  the  secretary,  Harry 
Rockenstein;  the  treasurer,  A.  P.  Allen.  In  1921, 
thirteen  years  after  he  came  to  Ford  City,  Mr. 
Gregory  was  made  president  and  general  manager 
of  the  corporation  and  J.  B.  Weaver,  secretary  and 
treasurer.  The  concern  handles  a  complete  line  of 
goods  such  as  is  necessary  to  a  modern  department 
store.  It  occupies  about  20,000  square  feet  of 
selling  space,  with  warehouses  and  storage  rooms 
not  counted  in  this  estimate.  Mr.  Gregory  also  is  a 
director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Ford  City. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks. 

Mr.  Gregory  was  married,  in  1918,  to  Laura 
Lucille  Crouch,  of  Armstrong  County.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  are :  Mary  Lou,  attending  a  local  school ; 
Betty  Jane,  and  Missouri  Patricia.  The  address 
of  Mr.  Gregory  is  Ford  City,  Pennsylvania. 


WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  MAITLAND— 

The  Scotch  mind  is  analytical  and  deliberative  in 
forming  judgment,  its  every  trait  is  characterized 
by  the  highest  form  of  astuteness  and  its  reasoning 
is  influenced  by  keen  vision,  foresight  and  shrewd 
intelligence,  and  it  is  therefore  generally  accurate 
in  conclusions.  William  Alexander  Maitland,  a 
native  of  Canada  and  of  Scotch  parentage  and 
ancestry,  now  one  of  the  most  loyal  and  thorough 
Americans,  possesses  these  traits  of  the  people  of 
his  race  and  they  have  been  marked  and  of  great 
benefit  in  his  work  and  business.  For  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  a  realtor  in  Sharon,  Mr. 
Maitland  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  opera¬ 
tors  in  his  field  and  is  a  representative  real  estate 
man  of  the  entire  county,  Mercer.  He  is  prom¬ 
inent  in  club  and  fraternal  circles  and  is  especially 
well  known  among  those  of  Scotch  ancestry  and 
nativity  in  the  United  States. 

William  Alexander  Maitland  was  born  in  New- 
burg,  Ontario,  Canada,  August  10,  1874,  the  son 
of  William  Robertson  Stewart  Maitland,  a  paper 
maker,  and  Elizabeth  (Abel)  Maitland,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Scotland.  His  parents  returned  to  Scot¬ 
land  when  he  was  a  young  lad  and  he  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Rutherglen  and  Glasgow. 
For  ten  years  following  the  completion  of  his 
schooling,  Mr.  Maitland  was  a  bookkeeper  in  Glas¬ 
gow — from  February  10,  1887,  to  April,  1897.  In 
the  latter  year  he  sailed  on  April  29th,  on  the 
steamer  “Furnessia”  for  the  United  States  and 
arrived  in  New  York  City  on  May  12.  He  Im¬ 
mediately  went  to  Pittsburgh  and  there  worked  in 
the  mills,  afterwards  going  to  Sharon  with  a  friend, 
Nevin  McConnell,  in  March,  1898,  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  weighmaster  for  two  years  in  what  is 
now  known  as  the  North  Works  in  Sharon.  In 
1900  he  entered  the  real  estate  business  in  his 
adopted  city  and  has  been  operating  on  his  own 
account  ever  since,  with  offices  in  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  Building.  He  is  now  one  of  the  most 
successful  men  in  his  field. 

Mr.  Maitland  is  a  member  of  the  Clan  McIntyre 
of  the  Order  of  Scottish  Clans,  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  of  the  Rutherglen  Chapter,  No. 
1 16,  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons;  he  is  secretary  of 
the  Sharon  Rotary  Club,  and  he  belongs,  also,  to 
the  Sharon  Country  Club  and  the  F.  H.  Buhl  Club. 
He  attends  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  ill 
Sharon,  while  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  that  city. 

Mr.  Maitland  married,  August  28,  1901,  at  No. 
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83  Vine  Street,  Sharon,  Ellen  Henshaw,  daughter 
of  George  Henshaw,  a  native  of  London,  England, 
and  Anna  Henshaw,  a  native  of  Wales. 

ROBERT  EDWARD  NICOLLS— Among 
the  practicing  chiropodists  of  Sharon  Robert  Ed¬ 
ward  Nicolls  has  won  a  large  clientele  of  pa¬ 
trons,  and  his  attention  to  his  profession  is  leading 
him  toward  a  splendid  and  substantial  success  in 
his  chosen  field  of  endeavor.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
city,  and  received  his  early  education  here,  but  con¬ 
tinued  his  professional  studies  in  a  Western  col¬ 
lege.  His  parents  are  well  known  in  this  section, 
and  hold  the  respect  of  all  who  know  them. 

Robert  Edward  Nicolls  was  born  February  18, 
1902,  in  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Robert  M. 
and  Catherine  (O’Hare)  Nicolls,  his  father  a 
sheet  heater  who  has  been  successful  in  his  in¬ 
dustry.  The  son  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  and  then  attended  the 
Illinois  College  of  Chiropody,  at  Chicago,  Illinois, 
from  which  he  came  successfully  equipped  to 
carry  on  his  profession.  He  is  established  in  the 
Dollar  T.  and  T.  Building,  in  Sharon,  and  is 
making  a  success  of  his  endeavors,  his  clientele 
being  one  that  is  continually  growing,  so  that  in 
time  he  will  undoubtedly  require  assistant  atten¬ 
dants.  Mr.  Nicolls  is  interested  in  public  affairs, 
is  a  Republican  in  his  politics,  and  takes  pride  in 
fulfilling  his  civic  duties.  So  thoroughly,  how¬ 
ever,  does  he  devote  himself  to  his  business  and 
the  work  that  he  has  chosen  for  his  life  career  that 
he  has  few  outside  interests,  excepting  in  his 
church;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  of  Sharon,  and  he  also  is  affiliated  with  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Association  of  Chiropodists. 
Mr.  Nicolls  is  still  a  very  young  man  to  have  at¬ 
tained  the  position  that  he  already  holds  in  the 
community,  and  if  the  future  continues  to  fulfil 
the  promise  of  the  present  there  is  every  reason 
to  expect  an  abundance  of  service  from  him  for 
the  benefit  and  welfare  of  the  general  public. 


PAUL  A.  McCRACKEN — One  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  concerns  well  known  in  Leechburg  and  the 
outlying  country  is  that  of  Paul  A.  McCracken, 
lumber  merchant.  His  father,  James  F.  Mc¬ 
Cracken,  together  with'  I.  W.  Long  and  I.  P.  Mil- 
liken,  established  the  Leechburg  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany  in  1891,  and  Paul  A.  McCracken  at  this  time 
took  the  position  of  bookkeeper.  Upon  the  death 


of  his  father  in  1895  he  became  a  member  of  the 
firm,  and  in  1915  he  bought  out  the  other  members 
and  has  been  sole  owner  since  that  time. 

Mr.  McCracken  was  born  at  Leechburg  on  De¬ 
cember  8,  1873,  and  attended  the  public  school,  fol¬ 
lowing  his  elementary  education  by  a  a  course  at 
Duff’s  Business  College.  During  most  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  career,  Mr.  McCracken  has  been  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business,  and  for  a  time  he  was  also 
a  contractor  and  builder.  During  this  period  he 
put  up  the  Grand  Opera  House  and  the  Lutheran 
Church.  But  he  gave  up  this  line  and  now  de¬ 
votes  himself  to  his  extensive  lumber  trade.  He 
employs  fifteen  men  in  the  yards,  which  cover 
ground  having  a  frontage  of  five  hundred  feet 
and  a  depth  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet.  He 
is  the  only  lumber  merchant  in  Leechburg,  and 
his  goods  are  bought  over  a  radius  of  fifteen 
miles. 

Mr.  McCracken  is  prominently  connected  with 
the  public  life  of  the  town.  He  is  vice-president 
of  the  Farmers’  National  Bank ;  has  served  as 
president  of  the  Borough  Council ;  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  judge  of  elections.  During 
the  World  War  he  acted  as  chairman  of  the  Re<L 
Cross  Committee  for  Leechburg. 

Mr.  McCracken’s  fraternal  affiliations  are  with 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
Lodge  No.  577,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  Tan- 
cred  Commandery,  No.  48,  Knights  Templar;  he 
holds  the  thirty-second  degree,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Consistory;  and  also  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Retail  Lumber  Dealers 
Association,  and  the  Hill  Crest  Country  Club. 

On  May  5,  1898,  Paul  A.  McCracken  married 
Mary  Elizabeth  Morgan,  of  Leechburg,  daughter 
of  John  and  Sarah  (Jones)  Morgan.  Her  mother 
is  still  living  (1925)  at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCracken  a  son  was  born  on  Sep¬ 
tember  27,  1899,  James  W.,  a  graduate  of  Culver 
Military  School  and  the  Indiana  Normal  School. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  where  Mr.  McCracken  is  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees. 


CHARLES  EDWARD  WILCOX  SALTER 

— Prominent  in  business,  fraternal  and  social 
circles  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  is  Charles  Ed¬ 
ward  Wilcox  Salter.  He  is  of  English  lineage. 
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His  father,  Charles  Salter,  a  pattern  maker,  son 
of  Edward  and  Jane  Salter,  came  to  America 
from  Red  Ruth,  Cornwall,  England,  in  1869,  and 
is  still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  Charles 
Salter  married  Emily  Jane  Heller,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Eleanor  Pettibone  (Wilcox)  Heller. 
Mrs.  Salter  was  born  in  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

Charles  E.  W.  Salter  was  born  in  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania,  June  I,  1874.  He  has  one  sister, 
Eleanor  Mabel.  Mr.  Salter  was  graduated  from 
the  Franklin  High  School  in  1892.  His  business 
career  began  as  an  errand  boy  in  the  dry  goods 
store  of  Woodburn,  Cone  &  Steel  in  February, 
1893,  and  he  is  now  the  only  active  member  of 
the  firm,  and  is  general  manager  of  the  business, 
which  was  reorganized  as  Woodburn,  Cone  & 
Company,  and  incorporated  in  1906.  Mr.  Salter’s 
political  sympathies  are  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  was  a  charter  member  and  the  first  patron  of 
the  local  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of  which 
he  was  Grand  Patron  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  1908.  He  was  made  a  Mason  March  7, 
1898,  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  April  20,  1900,  a 
Knight  Templar,  June  11,  1900.  He  has  held 
various  offices  in  these  bodies.  He  was  Eminent 
Commander  of  his  commandery  “Franklin  Com¬ 
mandery,  No.  44,”  in  1908,  he  being  the  youngest 
Commander  of  his  commandery  up  to  that  date. 
Mr.  Salter  was  appointed  Division  Commander 
by  the  Grand  Commander,  Frederick  B.  Black,  in 
1918,  and  he  has  had  the  honor  of  being  reap¬ 
pointed  as  Division  Commander  by  each  succeed¬ 
ing  Grand  Commander  up  to  the  present  time.  He 
has  also  been  the  representative  of  “Syria  Temple” 
of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  since  1920.  Mr. 
Salter  received  his  degree  in  the  Lodge  of  Per¬ 
fection  in  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania,  in  1907.  Mr. 
Salter  was  made  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  Deceqiber  1,  1909.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  of  sev¬ 
eral  clubs:  The  Franklin,  of  which  he  was  in  1924 
made  president;  the  Washington;  the  Kiwanis; 
and  the  Wanango.  Mr.  Salter  is  a  member  of  the 
vestry  and  junior  warden  of  St.  John’s  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

Mr.  Salter  married,  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania, 
September  10,  1914,  Eliza  Dale  Fassett,  whose 
lineage  is  outlined  below.  Mrs.  Salter  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Wednesday  Club,  the  Wanango  Club, 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  has  been  prom¬ 


inent  in  the  work  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
She  was  educated  at  Elmira  College,  afterward 
taking  special  work  at  the  Comstock  School,  New 
York,  and  she  is  a  Chautauqua  graduate.  She 
has  long  been  active  in  club  work  and  various 
forms  of  public  service.  She  was  granted  a  medal 
by  the  Government  for  public  speaking  in  behalf 
of  patriotic  causes  during  the  World  War.  She 
is  past  president  of  the  Wednesday  Club,  and  for 
a  while  was  active  in  the  State  Federation  of 
Women’s  Clubs.  Mrs.  Salter  is  descended  from 
two  distinguished  families  through  her  father, 
Colonel  Lewis  Henry  Fassett,  formerly  of  Elmira, 
New  York,  who  was  colonel  of  the  64th  New 
York  Volunteers  in  the  Civil  War,  and  her  mother 
Leah  Jane  (Dale)  Fassett,  daughter  of  Samuel 
F.  and  Eliza  (McClelland)  Dale,  of  Franklin, 
Pennsylvania. 

(The  Fassett  Line). 

(I)  The  Fassett  family  originated  in  Scotland 
and  settled  in  Malden,  Massachusetts.  John  Fas¬ 
sett  moved  to  Billerica,  Massachusetts,  about  1679. 
He  married  Hannah  Wooley. 

(II)  Patrick  Fassett,  son  of  John  and  Hannah 
(Wooley)  Fassett,  was  born  and  lived  all  his  life 
in  Billerica.  He  married. 

(III)  Josiah  Fassett,  son  of  Patrick  Fassett, 
was  born  December  1,  1687,  and  died  August  1, 
1794.  He  married  Joanna  Page. 

(IV)  John  Fassett,  son  of  Josiah  and  Joanna 
(Page)  Fassett,  was  born  April  1,  1720.  He 
moved  to  Bennington,  Vermont,  with  the  first 
settlers,  and  became  prominent  in  the  early  his¬ 
tory  of  that  State.  He  was  one  of  a  committee 
sent  back  to  England  to  interview  King  George 
III  to  settle  the  land  grant  for  the  State  of  Ver¬ 
mont  when  it  was  separated  from  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  and  New  York.  Thus  he  aided  in  giving  in¬ 
dependence  to  the  State.  He  was  elected  to  the 
first  State  Legislature  of  Vermont.  John  Fassett 
was  a  captain  in  the  first  military  company  of 
Vermont,  in  which  his  three  sons  were  associated 
with  him:  David,  John  and  Jonathan.  He  was 
elected  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  Bennington  dis¬ 
trict  in  1778,  was  choir  leader  and  deacon  in 
the  Bennington  Congregational  Church.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Mary,  surname  unknown. 

(V)  Jonathan  Fassett,  son  of  John  and  Mary 
Fassett,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  was  a 
member  of  the  “Council  of  Safety”  in  1777,  and 
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fought  in  the  battle  of  Bennington.  He  was  three 
times  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State,  and  was  judge  of  the  county.  Jonathan 
Fassett  married  Mary  Montague,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Montague,  of  the  house  of  Salisbury,  in 
England,  and  the  Montague  family  of  France,  and 
they  had  ten  children. 

(VI)  Philo  Fassett,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Mary 
(Montague)  Fassett,  was  born  at  Pittsfield,  Ver¬ 
mont,  March  7,  1787.  He  married  Myriam  Rugg 
Wheeler.  Among  the  ten  children  born  of  this 
union  were :  Isaac,  a  prominent  land  owner  and 
lumberman  of  Wellsville,  New  York;  Samuel 
Montague,  an  early  settler  and  ranch  owner  of 
Los  Angeles,  California;  Newton  Pomeroy,  a 
prominent  lawyer  of  Elmira,  New  York,  whose 
son  was  Congressman  and  State  Senator,  J.  Sloat 
Fassett,  of  Elmira,  New  York;  Lewis  Henry,  of 
whom  further. 

(VII)  Colonel  Lewis  Henry  Fassett,  son  of 
Philo  and  Myriam  Rugg  (Wheeler)  Fassett,  was 
educated  at  Elmira  Academy,  graduating  with 
special  honors.  When  the  Civil  War  began  and 
Abraham  Lincoln  called  for  300,000  men,  Colonel 
Fassett  enlisted  in  the  64th  New  York  Volunteers. 
Ten  days  after  enlistment  he  was  elected  first 
lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  at  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1862,  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  captain.  He  became  major  after  the  ad¬ 
vance  on  Petersburg  in  1864,  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  soon  afterward  as  a  reward  for  “gal¬ 
lantry  and  meritorious  conduct.”  He  served  as 
colonel  of  his  regiment  until  the  end  of  this  term 
of  service  and  was  mustered  out  with  them  on 
September  8,  1864,  after  particpating  in  forty-two 
regular  engagements.  His  regiment,  attached  to 
the  2d  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  was 
noted  for  being  the  largest,  having  the  longest 
period  of  service  and  the  greatest  number  of  cas¬ 
ualties  of  any  one  regiment  in  the  army.  After 
the  war  Colonel  Fassett  for  a  time  lived  in  El¬ 
mira,  New  York,  and  later  moved  to  Franklin, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  engaged  in  producing 
and  refining  oil,  and  in  1873  established  the  Cres¬ 
cent  Oil  Works.  An  active  and  admirable  citizen, 
he  was  a  charter  member  of  Mayes  Post,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  for  several  years  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Nursery ;  Club,  and  an  active  communi¬ 
cant  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  until  failing 
health  interfered  with  all  activity,  and  he  died  in 
1911.  Colonel  Fassett  married  Leah  Jane  Dale, 


whose  family  history  is  given  below,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Eliza  Dale  Fas¬ 
sett,  who  married  Charles  E.  W.  Salter,  subject 
of  this  record. 

(The  Dale  Line). 

(I)  The  Dale  family  is  of  English  stock  orig¬ 
inally,  and  has  long  borne  a  coat-of-arms  in  which 
a  distinguishing  device  is  an  arm  embowed,  hold¬ 
ing  a  sword  in  bend,  the  crest  a  sheaf,  said  to  have 
been  granted  an  ancestor  for  valor  against  the 
Saracens.  In  1690  among  the  troops  sent  by  Wil¬ 
liam,  Prince  of  Orange,  from  England  to  quell 
a  threatened  rebellion  in  Ireland  was  Charles  Dale. 
The  rebellion  over,  he  married  a  young  woman 
of  Armagh,  Monoghan  County,  and  settled  there. 

(II)  Samuel  Dale,  son  of  Charles  Dale,  also 
married  and  reared  a  family  in  Armagh. 

(III)  Samuel  Dale,  son  of  Samuel  Dale,  born 
in  1735,  migrated  to  America  in  1 766,  and  settled 
in  Northumberland  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  be¬ 
came  prominent  in  the  new  country  as  captain  of 
the  4th  Company  of  the  2d  Battalion,  Northumber¬ 
land  County  Associators,  which  he  had  helped  raise 
in  defense  of  the  frontier,  on  January  24,  1776. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly,  taking  his  seat 
in  September,  1776,  and  was  elected  to  the  Legis¬ 
lature  of  Pennsylvania  from  Northumberland 
County  for  many  terms,  so  that  he  served  con¬ 
tinuously  from  1776  to  1796.  Thus  he  aided  in 
shaping  the  country  into  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Samuel  Dale  married  Anne  Futhey, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ruth  (Steel)  Futhey,  of 
Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1769,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  children,  among  whom  was 
Samuel  F.,  of,  whom  further. 

(IV)  Samuel  F.  Dale,  son  of  Samuel  and  Anne 
(Futhey)  Dale,  was  born  in  West  Fallowfield 
Township,  Chester  County.  He  was  elected 
colonel  of  the  I32d  Regiment  of  the  1st  Brigade 
and  14th  Division  (subsequently  the  16th)  in  1802, 
and  in  the  War  of  1812  led  the  regiment  under 
commission  from  Governor  Simon  Snyder.  Mean¬ 
time,  he  played  as  a  civilian  an  important  part  in 
the  early  development  of  Venango  County.  He 
was  appointed  by  Samuel  Cochran,  surveyor-gen¬ 
eral  of  the  State,  deputy  surveyor  of  Venango, 
Warren  and  Clarion  counties  in  1801,  dividing 
them  into  thousand-acre  tracts.  At  that  time  he 
was  a  friend  of  the  famous  “Corn  Planter,”  chief 
of  the  Senecas.  From  1807  to  1813  he  was  Rep- 
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resentative  of  Venango  and  Mercer  counties  in 
the  State  Legislature.  Colonel  Dale  also  sub¬ 
divided  the  greater  part  of  the  Holland  Land 
Company  property,  later  known  as  the  Lancaster 
Land  Company  property,  in  Crawford,  Erie,  Ve¬ 
nango,  Warren,  and  what  are  now  Clarion  and 
Forest  counties.  Much  of  this  surveying  was  done 
through  almost  impenetrable  virgin  forest  In 
1813  he  moved  to  Lancaster,  where  he  filled  many 
important  public  offices.  In  1819  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Governor  Snyder  associate  judge  of 
Lancaster  County  and,  owing  to  the  illness  of  the 
presiding  judge,  performed  the  duties  of  judge 
until  his  death  in  1842.  In  that  town  he  was  gen¬ 
erally  called  Judge  Dale.  He  married,  in  1812, 
Eliza  Gundaker,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Barbara 
Gundaker,  of  Lancaster,  and  they  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  sixteen  children,  among  whom  was  Sam¬ 
uel  Futhey,  of  whom  further. 

(V)  Samuel  Futhey  Dale,  son  of  Samuel  F. 
and  Eliza  (Gundaker)  Dale,  was  born  in  Lan¬ 
caster,  March  7,  1816.  When,  he  went  to  Frank¬ 
lin  to  look  after  his  father’s  interests  there,  in 
his  eighteenth  year,  he  settled  in  the  town  and 
became  a  leader  in  its  development.  He  helped 
to  establish  a  line  of  stage  coaches  that  was  sorely 
needed  to  connect  Erie  and  Pittsburgh.  His  many 
enterprises  are  described  in  the  following  quota¬ 
tion  from  the  “History  of  Allegheny  Valley” : 

He  next  engaged  in  the  iron  business  at  Frank¬ 
lin  Furnace,  carried  on  a  forge,  saw  mill  and  grist 
mill,  and  later  carried  on  the  Buchanan  furnace. 
In  1843  he  was  associated  with  Knock  Danger- 
field  &  Company  in  a  rolling  mill  and  nail  mill, 
until  the  iron  ore  in  the  country  was  exhausted. 
Among  smaller  local  enterprises  in  which  he  was 
a  leading  spirit  was  the  rebuilding  of  the  bridges 
over  the  Allegheny  River  at  Eighth  Street,  and 
over  French  Creek  at  Thirteenth  Street. 

He  took  an  active  part  in  securing  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  Jamestown  &  Franklin  Railroad, 
after  work  on  it  had  ceased,  upon  its  construction 
as  far  east  as  Stoneboro,  and  to  that  end  became 
a  subscriber  to  its  stock  and  bonds;  was  one  of 
four  gentlemen  who  in  i86i,in  order  to  secure  the 
construction  of  the  railroad  from  Meadville  to 
Franklin,  became  bond  to  pay  for  the  right  of 
way  upon  condition  that  that  should  be  completed 
before  the  completion  of  the  then  projected  rail¬ 
road  from  Corry  to  Titusville. 

He  was  one  of  the  promoters  and  directors  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Franklin,  the  Frank¬ 
lin  and  Oil  City  Turnpike,  of  the  Venango  Water 
Company,  the  Venango  Mills,  and  the  Galena  Oil 
Refinery. 


Samuel  Futhey  Dale  married  Eliza  McClelland, 
daughter  of  George  and  Agnes  (Seaton)  McClel¬ 
land,  and  granddaughter  of  George  and  Jane 
(McKnight)  McClelland,  of  Ballabay,  Monaghan 
County,  Ireland,  who  was  also  a  granddaughter 
of  Nancy  Amberson  Seaton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dale 
were  the  parents  of  six  children:  1.  Agnes,  de¬ 
ceased,  who  married  Rev.  Robert  P.  Gibson,  of 
Croton  Falls,  New  York,  and  had  two  daughters: 
Alice,  now  Mrs.  James  P.  Locke,  of  White  Plains, 
New  York;  and  Anna,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Fugate. 
2.  Leah  Jane,  who  married  Colonel  Lewis  Henry 
Fassett  (see  Fassett  VII),  by  whom  she  had  one 
child,  Eliza  Dale  Fassett,  wife  of  Charles  E.  W. 
Salter,  subject  of  this  biographical  record.  3. 
Samuel  Gundaker,  deceased.  4.  Eliza  Elvira,  de¬ 
ceased,  wife  of  Rev.  Edwin  Middleton,  of  Chicago, 
by  whom  she  was  the  mother  of  three  children : 
Anna  Middleton,  now  Mrs.  Lewis  Wiseman,  of 
Chicago;  Eliza  Middleton,  now  Mrs.  Harry  Watts, 
of  Chicago;  and  Samuel  Dale,  of  Chicago.  5. 
Anna  Margaret,  wife  of  Thomas  Alexander,  de¬ 
ceased,  who  has  a  daughter,  Agnes  Alexander,  now 
Mrs.  Warren  Rush,  of  Oil  City.  6.  William  Wal¬ 
ter,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Denver,  Colorado,  for 
some  twenty-five  years ;  Mr.  Dale  attended  Laf¬ 
ayette  College  at  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  and  later 
the  Columbia  Law  School.  He  practiced  law  in 
Franklin  with  Judge  Heydrick,  and  was  also  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Osmer,  Dale  &  Freeman  un¬ 
til  he  moved  to  Denver.  Dr.  Dale  was  a  thirty- 
second  degree  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Denver 
Blue  Lodge,  the  Shrine,  Knights  Templar,  and  the 
Consistory.  He  died  in  Denver,  August  26,  1925, 
leaving  a  widow  and  one  daughter,  Marion 
Beatrice  Dale,  now  Mrs.  Benjamin  F.  Etter,  of 
Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania. 


CHARLES  D.  CRANDALL— Well  known 
and  well  liked  in  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
conducts  a  general  insurance  business  and  is  iden¬ 
tified  with  a  wide  variety  of  local  enterprises, 
Charles  D.  Crandall  plays  an  active  part  in  the 
life  of  his  community.  He  is  a  son  of  Leonard 
David  Crandall,  born  in  Almond,  New  York,  who 
was  a  merchant  up  until  the  time  of  his  death  in 
1903,  and  Frances  (Barnard)  Crandall,  who  was 
born  in  Pen  Yan,  New  York,  and  died  in  1919. 

Charles  D.  Crandall  was  born  in  Almond,  New 
York,  December  7,  1855.  Four  years  later  his 
family  moved  to  Warren,  and  he  attended  the  ele- 
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mentary  and  high  schools  of  that  city.  He  then 
became^af  student  at  Helmuth  College,  London, 
Ontajno.  After  completing  his  education  Mr. 
Xjr^dall  entered  the  employ  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Warren,  where  he  remained  for  nineteen 
months.  His  next  position  was  with  the  banking 
house  of  N.  M.  Crane  &  Company,  of  Hornell, 
New  York,  where  he  was  employed  for  five  years ; 
and  he  then  became  associated  with  the  Empire 
Refining  Company  in  New  York  City,  a  subsidiary 
company  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  spending- 
ten  years  with  this  concern,  six  of  which  were  in 
the  post  of  cashier  and  head  of  the  New  York 
office.  In  1890  he  resigned  this  position  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Warren  to  assist  his  father-in-law,  the 
late  Judge  S.  P.  Johnson,  of  Warren,  in  his  private 
affairs,  and  later  acted  as  executor  of  his  estate. 
Mr.  Crandall  also  became  interested  in  various  in¬ 
dustries  in  Warren  during  the  years  that  followed. 
In  1899  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  register  and 
recorder  and  clerk  of  the  Orphans’  Court  of  War¬ 
ren  County  and  held  this  post  until  1906.  Since 
1915  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  management  of 
a  general  insurance  business  under  his  own  name, 
with  offices  in  the  Warren  National  Bank  Building. 

Mr.  Crandall  is  well  known  as  an  authority  on 
local  history,  particularly  in  relation  to  the  Indians 
who  previously  inhabited  the  vicinity.  At  the  time  of 
the  Warren  Centennial  Exposition,  in  1895,  he  was 
a  member  of  the  committee  to  arrange  for  the 
period  from  1795  to  1835  in  the  history  of  War¬ 
ren,  and  it  was  at  his  suggestion  that  an  Indian 
village  was  made  a  part  of  the  exposition.  For 
more  than  two  months  he  devoted  his  entire  time 
to  this  particular  feature,  with  the  result  that  over 
three  hundred  Seneca  Indians  were  brought  to 
Warren  during  the  exposition,  coming  from  vari¬ 
ous  reservations  along  the  Allegheny  River,  and 
the  Cattaraugus  Reservation  in  New  York  State. 
Following  the  exposition,  in  1895,  the  Warren  His¬ 
torical  Society  was  formed,  and  Mr.  Crandall  was 
made  its  first  secretary.  He  is  a  founder  and 
member  of  the  Warrren  Outing  Club,  charter 
member  of  the  Conewango  Fishing  Club,  and  a 
member  of  various  civic  organizations  and  other 
social  clubs.  Aside  from  fishing  and  other  outdoor 
sports,  Mr.  Crandall’s  favorite  hobbies  are  ar¬ 
ranging  private  theatricals  for  church  benefits  and 
other  societies,  and  delving  into  the  history  of  the 
American  Indians.  He  attends  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  fraternally  is  affiliated  with  Warren 


Lodge,  No.  223,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  of  which  he  is  Past  Exalted  Ruler  and  a 
life  member. 

Mr.  Crandall  married,  in  1887,  Martha  John¬ 
son,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  S.  P.  Johnson,  of 
Warren.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crandall  have  three  chil¬ 
dren  :  Evelyn  F. ;  Martha  J.,  and  Leonard  J.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War  Leonard  J.  served  in  the 
United  States  Naval  Aviation  Corps.  He  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  in  elec¬ 
trical  engineering  and  is  at  present  connected  with 
the  West  Penn  Power  Company  of  Pittsburgh. 


HARRY  BRINTON  HENDERSON  was 

born  August  17,  1869,  in  Elderton  Borough,  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  and  Elderton  Academy,  then 
began  teaching  school  in  the  district  schools  of 
Plumcreek  Township  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen 
years.  He  served  two  years  as  principal  of  the 
Elderton  public  schools,  and  was  employed  for  two 
years  as  a  bookkeeper  for  J.  B.  Ford  &  Company, 
now  the  Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass  Company,  at  Ford 
City,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Henderson  served  two 
years  as  principal  of  the  Lancaster  (Kansas)  pub¬ 
lic  schools.  He  passed  the  preliminary  examina¬ 
tion  as  a  student  at  law,  and  was  registered  with 
the  late  W.  J.  Christy,  Esq.,  of  the  firm  of  McCain 
&  Christy,  Esqs.,  of  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  appointed  deputy  prothonotary  January  1, 
1900,  and  served  three  years,  and  while  in  this 
capacity  was  elected  register  of  wills,  recorder  of 
deeds,  and  clerk  of  the  Orphans’  Court,  and  held 
said  offices  by  election  for  four  consecutive  terms, 
or  a  period  of  thirteen  years.  Mr.  Henderson 
served  as  representative  of  the  Pennsylvania  Econ¬ 
omy  and  Efficiency  Commission  for  one  year  at 
Harrisburg,  was  referee  of  the  State  Workmen’s 
Compensation  Bureau  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  for  a  period  of  five  and  one-half 
years;  read  law  in  the  offices  of  Harry  A.  Heil¬ 
man,  Esq,  and  the  late  R.  L.  Ralston,  Esq.,  during 
the  year  1924,  and  was  appointed  postmaster  at 
Kittanning,  Pennsylvania,  December  17,  1924,  by 
President  Coolidge  for  a  term  of  four  years. 

Harry  Brinton  Henderson  is  a  staunch  Repub¬ 
lican;  he  served  as  Republican  County  Chairman 
two  years,  and  two  years  as  a  member  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  State  Committee.  In  his  custodianship  of 
the  secession  of  offices  he  served  each  with  fidelity 
and  intelligence,  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
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munity  at  large,  and  through  untiring  efforts,  im¬ 
proved  the  work  of  every  place  occupied  by  him 
and  achieved  results  that  has  assured  confidence  in 
his  constituents’  support. 

Harry  B.  Henderson  is  a  son  of  ex-Commis- 
sioner  Brice  Henderson,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Elderton,  Armstrong  County,  and  Martha  Jane 
(Woodward)  Henderson,  a  daughter  of  former 
Associate  Judge  Robert  Woodward,  of  Armstrong 
County.  Judge  Woodward  was  a  son  of  Absalom 
Woodward,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
county. 

Harry  Brinton  Henderson  was  married,  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  1912,  to  Sally  Campbell  Findley,  a  daughter 
of  the  late  Abel  C.  Findley,  a  prominent  business 
man  of  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania.  They  are  the 
parents  of  the  following  children :  Harry  Brinton, 
Jr.;  Frank  Barton;  Martha  Woodward,  and  Mary 
Elizabeth,  who  attend  the  local  schools. 


LESLIE  R.  DAVIES — One  of  the  enterpris¬ 
ing  young  business  men  of  South  Fork  is  Leslie 
R.  Davies,  the  only  registered  pharmacist  in  the 
place,  and  active  in  promoting  the  social,  fraternal 
and  benevolent  features  of  life  in  the  community. 
He  was  born  January  7,  1893,  in  Hastings,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  son  of  Richard  and  Katherine  (Jones) 
Davies,  the  mother  now  living,  the  father  having 
died  in  1913.  The  son  enjoyed  excellent  educa¬ 
tional  opportunities,  and  passed  through  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Ebensburg,  Pennsylvania,  including 
the  high  school,  after  which  he  entered  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pittsburgh,  graduating  In  pharmacy  with 
the  class  of  1916.  He  served  in  the  Medical  Corps 
of  the  United  States  Army  during  the  World  War, 
1918-19.  In  1921  he  established  himself  in  busi¬ 
ness  at  South  Fork,  in  what  is  known  as  the  Davies 
Corner  Drug  Store.  His  careful  attention  to  the 
wants  of  the  community  in  his  ^  line,  his  skill  in 
pharmacy,  and  his  genial  nature,  unfailing  cour¬ 
tesy,  and  just  dealing  have  made  him  many  friends 
and  satisfied  customers,  so  that  the  business  has 
developed  rapidly,  and  the  near  future  must  wit¬ 
ness  the  extension  of  the  present  store  or  removal 
to  a  more  capacious  one.  He  is  a  member  of 
Kappa  Psi,  a  college  fraternity,  and  is  affiliated 
with  the  leading  fraternal  and  benevolent  organiza¬ 
tions  of  his  section,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Masonic  order,  in 
which  he  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree ;  he 
also  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order 


Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Politically,  a  Re¬ 
publican,  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  party’s  prin¬ 
ciples,  he  is  kept  too  busy  in  caring  for  his  grow¬ 
ing  private  interests  to  pursue  practical  politics, 
though  he  does  not  fail  in  the  duty  of  every  good 
citizen,  in  expressisng  his  choice  at  the  polls.  Mr. 
Davies  is  active  in  promoting  outdoor  recreation, 
and  was  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the 
Southern  Tennis  Association  of  South  Fork.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Shrine  Club  of  Altoona,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Leslie  R.  Davies  was  married,  January  7,  1922, 
to  Marion  Sharpies ;  they  have  no  children. 


WILLIAM  HANLEY,  of  Bradford,  is  a 
veteran  oil  producer  in  Western  Pennsylvania, 
having  been  identified  with  the  industry  in  its 
various  phases  for  over  forty-five  years. 

Mr.  Hanley  was  born  in  Ontario,  Canada,  De¬ 
cember  9,  1844,  son  of  Dennis  and  Anna  (Con¬ 
nors)  Hanley.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  during  his  life  in  Canada  was  engaged 
in  farming.  William  Hanley  grew  to  maturity 
and  attended  public  schools  in  Canada;  was  reared 
on  his  father’s  farm,  and  when  about  twenty-one 
years  of  age  began  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade. 
It  was  in  his  business  as  a  builder  that  he  first 
became  identified  with  the  oil  industry.  Mr.  Han¬ 
ley  was  in  the  contracting  and  building  business 
for  a  period  of  four  decades,  from  1872  until  1912. 

Mr.  Hanley  located  at  Bradford  in  1880,  and 
he  has  the  unique  distinction  of  having  roofed 
the  first  iron  tank  in  the  Bradford  oil  fields.  He 
has  had  large  interests  in  the  production  of  oil 
not  only  in  Pennsylvania,  but  elsewhere.  Th« 
Hanley  &  Bird  Oil  and  Gas  Company,  of  which 
he  is  president,  operates  in  the  Oklahoma,  Wy¬ 
oming,  Kansas  and  Pennsylvania  fields.  Mr. 
Hanley  is  also  president  of  the  Hanley  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.,  and  is  chairman  of  the  executive  board 
of  the  Bradford  Brick  and  Tile  Company. 

His  business  interests  and  his  active  participa¬ 
tion  as  a  citizen  have  made  him  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  of  Bradford.  Mr.  Hanley  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  St.  Bernard’s  Catholic  Church.  He  also 
nolds  membership  in  the  Bradford  Club,  the  Brad¬ 
ford  Country  Club,  and  is  a  life  member  of  the 
Congressional  Club  of  Washington. 

Pope  Pius  XI  conferred  on  William  Hanley 
the  Knighthood  of  St.  Gregory  the  Great,  which 
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is  the  highest  honor  a  layman  can  receive  in  the 
Catholic  Church.  The  cross  and  ribbon  of  the 
order  (together  with  a  personal  letter  from  the 
Pope)  and  other  sealed  documents,  was  brought 
from  Rome  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  John  Mark  Gannon, 
Bishop  of  Erie,  and  in  the  presence  of  many  high 
ecclesiastics  of  the  Catholic  Church,  was  pinned 
on  William  Hanley  at  his  home  in  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania,  on  November  13,  1924. 

William  Hanley  was  married,  at  Oil  City,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  January  21,  1880,  to  Johanna  Hurley, 
also  a  native  of  Ontario,  Canada.  Eight  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  of  this  marriage :  I.  Anna,  wife 
of  John  W.  Bird,  of  Bradford.  2.  Loretta,  who 
married  Frank  Forster  and  died  in  November, 
1923.  3.  John  L.,  who  died  when  twenty-two 

years  of  age.  4.  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
six  years.  5.  Marie.  6.  Thomas  E.,  7.  William 

L.  8.  Gladys.  All  of  these  children  were  born 
in  Bradford.  The  family  residence  is  on  Jackson 
Avenue. 

The  city  of  Bradford,  in  1924,  bought  from  the 
Erie  Railroad  Company  a  tract  of  land  situated 
between  Kennedy  and  Davis  streets,  and  close  to 
the  business  center  of  the  city.  This  land  is  in¬ 
tended  for  a  public  park,  and  has  been  named 
“Hanley  Park”  in  honor  of  Mr.  Hanley,  because 
principally  through  his  efforts  the  land  was  se¬ 
cured. 


CHARLES  ZIMMERS — Among  those  who 
occupy  important  positions  in  the  town  of  Leech- 
burg  is  Charles  Zimmers,  cashier  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  and  borough  treasurer.  Before  com¬ 
ing  to  this  place  Mr.  Zimmers  had  been  connected 
with  other  banks  for  many  years.  In  fact,  he  has 
been  identified  with  banking  interests  in  one  ca¬ 
pacity  or  another  for  the  greater  part  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  career. 

Charles  Zimmers  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm 
in  Bedford  County,  on  September  22,  1879,  son  of 
Aaron  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Weisgarver)  Zim¬ 
mers.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  school,  and 
his  first  position  was  as  a  clerk  in  the  bank  at 
Everett,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  connected  with 
two  other  banks  before  he  came  to  Leechburg  in 
1916  as  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank.  It 
had  been  in  operation  for  about  sixteen  years  when 
Mr.  Zimmers  accepted  this  office,  having  been 
founded  on  July  17,  1900,  and  opened  for  business 
on  September  18  of  that  same  year.  A  group  of 


the  town’s  business  men,  headed  by  Captain  Alfred 
Hicks,  brought  about  its  organization,  its  first 
cashier  being  C.  F.  Armtsroud,  who  was  succeeded 
by  C.  J.  Nieman.  It  was  originally  capitalized  at 
$25,000,  which  was  later  increased  to  $50,000  and  has 
been  raised  now  to  $125,000.  It  is  the  oldest  bank 
in  the  town,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  support 
of  those  whom  it  was  intended  to  serve. 

Mr.  Zimmers  supports  the  Republican  party,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church.  He  frat¬ 
ernizes  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks ;  and  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  281,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Altoona,  of  which  he  is 
a  Past  Master ;  of  the  Consistory,  in  which  he 
holds  the  thirty-second  degree,  and  of  Jaffa 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mys¬ 
tic  Shrine.  His  name  is  also  found  on  the  mem¬ 
bership  roll  of  the  Hill  Crest  Country  Club. 


WILLIAM  JOHN  BIERER,  M.  D.— An 

outstanding  physician  of  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania, 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  General  Hospital,  and 
noted  for  his  whole-hearted  devotion  to  the  in¬ 
terests  of  his  patients  is  Dr.  William  John  Bierer. 
Dr.  Bierer  was  born  in  Delmont,  Pennsylvania, 
May  10,  1873,  son  of  George  W.  and  Mary  (Potts) 
Bierer.  His  father,  who  died  in  1900,  was  a 
farmer  and  a  man  of  substance,  who  ranked  high 
in  public  esteem. 

Dr.  Bierer  was  educated  in  the  Delmont  public 
schools  and  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh  with  the  class  of  1897,  with  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  From  the  beginning  of 
his  active  practice  until  1913,  Dr.  Bierer  was  lo¬ 
cated  in  Export,  Pennsylvania,  when  he  moved  to 
Kittanning.  Since  that  time  he  has  maintained  an 
ever-growing  practice  in  that  town  and  serves  also 
on  the  staff  of  the  General  Hospital.  Dr.  Bierer 
is  a  member  of  the  Armstrong  County  Medical 
Society.  He  is  also  a  strong  advocate  of  fraternal 
benefits,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  in  all  the  ramifications  of  that  group,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  and  he  holds  the  thirty-second  de¬ 
gree.  A  Republican  in  political  sympathies,  he 
has  long  been  a  school  director,  and  with  the  Ki- 
wan'S  Club,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  he  is  an 
active  worker  for  the  advancement  of  Kittanning. 
He  is  a  communicant  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Dr.  Bierer  married,  November  25,  1902,  Blanche 


368 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


M.  McGinley.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bierer  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children :  Robert,  born  September  17, 
1904;  Edward,  born  May  20,  1907;  and  Jean,  born 
August  18,  1918. 


JOSEPH  LABRAND  ROBERTS— With  the 
exception  of  less  than  a  decade,  the  business  ca¬ 
reer  of  Joseph  Labrand  Roberts  has  been  passed 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  Post  Office, 
where  he  has  rendered  efficient  and  valuable  work, 
and  where  he  has  earned  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
his  fellow  workers  as  well  as  those  of  the  citizens 
who  have  come  into  touch  with  him  in  his  exacting 
duties.  A  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  Mr.  Rob¬ 
erts  was  reared  and  educated  within  its  borders, 
and  began  his  first  service  to  the  government  and 
people  at  the  age  of  less  than  eighteen  years.  With 
but  a  short  period  of  interruption  in  this  service, 
his  work  has  been  so  excellent  that  he  has  well 
merited  all  that  he  has  attained,  and  not  the  least 
among  his  rewards  is  the  liking  and  good  wishes 
of  his  fellows. 

Joseph  Labrand  Roberts  was  born  December  5, 
1867,  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  Joseph  L. 
and  Jane  (Ewing)  Roberts,  his  father  a  painter 
by  occupation.  The  son  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  before 
his  eighteenth  birthday,  on  November  1,  1885,  was 
first  appointed  to  the  postal  service  of  the  United 
States.  He  has  served  in  various  capacities,  and 
was  postmaster  under  President  William  H.  Taft, 
and  now  under  President  Coolidge.  He  has  given 
most  faithful  service  in  his  work,  and  has  had  few 
divergent  interests.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  pol¬ 
itics,  and  is  active  in  attention  to  his  civic  duties. 
He  also  stands  very  high  in  Masonic  circles,  being 
a  member  of  Sharon  Lodge,  No.  250,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons  ;  Chapter  244,  Royal  Arch  Masons  ; 
and  Rebecca  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and 
he  also  belongs  to  Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  associated  with  Sharon  Lodge,  No. 
292,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  Mr.  Roberts  belongs 
to  the  Sharon  Country  Club,  and  is  an  enthusiast 
for  the  life  of  the  out-of-doors.  In  his  religious 
connection  he  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Joseph  Labrand  Roberts  married,  June  7,  1905, 
at  Warren,  Ohio,  Helen  Elizabeth  Russell,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Joseph  and  Minerva  Russell. 


E.  RAYMOND  FROST — Among  the  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  is  E.  Ray¬ 
mond  Frost,  an  oil  producer.  He  was  born  at 
Frost-town,  Forest  County,  Pennsylvania,  March 
10,  1888,  son  of  W.  H.  and  Annis  (Powell)  Frost, 
a  member  of  an  cld  Pennsylvania  family.  His 
grandfather  lived  in  Beech  Woods,  Jefferson 
County,  where  he  died.  His  father,  from  his 
young  manhood  to  full  maturity,  was  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  in  Forest  County,  from  which 
he  passed  to  the  oil  producing  industry.  In  1890 
he  moved  to  Fredonia,  New  York,  where  he  es¬ 
tablished  the  Frost  Gas  Company,  which  continued 
to  prosper  under  his  able  direction  for  many  years 
until  his  retirement.  He  resides  in  Fredonia,  as 
do  several  of  his  children:  Elizabeth  A.,  wife  of 
Charles  J.  Berg ;  Mary,  widow  of  Stephen  Popoff ; 
Annis,  wife  of  Peter  E.  Dietzen.  His  other  three 
children  live  in  Warren,  Pennsylvania:  Angeline 
L.,  wife  of  George  S.  Moran,  a  merchant;  H. 
Wilson,  proprietor  of  the  Peerless  Garage;  and 
E.  Raymond,  of  whom  further. 

E.  Raymond  Frost  was  educated  in  the  public 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  Fredonia,  New 
York,  completing  his  schooling  at  Bryant  & 
Stratton’s  Business  College  in  Buffalo,  and  sup¬ 
plementing  his  training  with  a  course  in  elec¬ 
trical  engineering.  For  twelve  years  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  with  the  Frost  Gas  Company  at  Fredonia. 
In  1922  he  moved  to  Warren,  where  he  engages 
in  oil  production  on  property  leased  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  at  Shipman’s  Eddy,  near  Glade,  to  which  he 
devotes  all  his  time.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Forest  Lodge,  No.  166,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  of  Fredonia,  and  Coudersport  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  A  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Lions  Club  of  Warren,  he  serves  as 
director,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association.  In  the  activities  of  the 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he 
is  a  member,  he  takes  a  great  deal  of  interest,  as 
does  his  wife,  both  teaching  in  the  Sunday 
school,  and  Mr.  Frost  singing  in  the  choir. 

On  October  20,  1915,  E.  Raymond  Frost  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  E.  Shuttleworth,  daughter  of  Law¬ 
rence  Shuttle  worth.  Children:  C.  Jeannette;  E. 
Raymond,  Jr.;  and  Lawrence  William. 


MYRON  ALLEN  TODD,  M.  D.,  a  physician 
by  heredity  and  inclination,  and  the  son .  of  a 
noted  practitioner  who  gave  him  the  benefit  of 
early  training  and  experience,  went  to  Bradford, 
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Pennsylvania,  is  1878.  and  practiced  his  profes¬ 
sion  successfully  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  He  endeared  himself  to  the  community 
by  the  skill  and  devotion  he  ever  manifested  in 
their  welfare,  and  by  his  deep  interest  in  every¬ 
thing  of  value  to  the  community.  He  gave  him¬ 
self  unselfishly  to  his  profession — never  balking 
at  the  stormy  heights  or  the  long  journey  to  reach 
the  bedside  of  the  sufferer.  They  were  his  friends 
and  he  was  the  friend  of  every  patient  and  every 
family  while  he  lived,  the  confidant  of  young  and 
old,  fulfilling  a  ministry  of  love,  sacrifice,  and 
devotion  to  the  community  where  his  life  was 
passed. 

Dr.  Myron  A.  Todd  was  the  son  of  Dr.  William 
S.  Todd,  bom  in  Hyde  Park,  Dutchess  County, 
in  1819.  He  studied  medicine  under  Drs.  S. 
Coan,  and  Bolton,  of  Ovid,  New  York,  and 
entered  Hobart  Medical  College  at  Geneva,  New 
York,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1849.  He 
established  himself  at  Angelica,  New  York,  where 
he  practiced  his  profession  for  many  years.  He 
was  an  excellent  physician,  and  highly  esteemed 
for  his  sterling  traits  of  character. 

Dr.  Myron  Allen  Todd  was  bom  at  Ovid, 
Seneca  County,  New  York,  February  11,  1847, 
and  died  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  May  4,  1905. 
His  parents  were  living  in  Angelica  through  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  and  there  he  acquired  his 
academical  education.  Having  decided  to  enter 
the  profession  of  medicine,  he  pursued  an  extended 
course  of  reading  and  study  under  his  father. 
Thereafter  he  attended  the  University  of  Buffalo 
and  completed  his  studies  at  the  Cleveland  (Ohio) 
Homeopathic  Hospital,  where  he  received  his 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  February  16,  1876. 
Returning  to  Angelica,  he  practiced  for  two  years 
in  association  with  his  honored  and  capable 
father.  In  1878,  he  removed  to  Bradford  where 
he  continued  to  practice  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
highly  esteemed  by  the  people  and  by  his  medical 
brethren  who  often  called  him  into  consultation. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  State  and  County  Med¬ 
ical  associations,  and  kept  ever  abreast  of  all  ad¬ 
vance  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery.  In  1879  he  was  elected  City  Physician 
and  Health  Officer,  continuing  in  that  capacity 
until  August,  1882.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  acted  as 
medical  examiner  for  several  of  the  beneficial 
orders  and  insurance  companies.  His  private 


practice  was  large,  and  he  was  literally  continu¬ 
ously  in  harness,  too  often  at  the  expense  of  his 
own  health.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
interested  in  public  affairs,  but  too  busy  at  all 
times  to  accept  public  office. 

Dr.  Todd  married,  January  6,  1876,  Anna  H. 
Akerlind,  daughter  of  John  O.  and  Matilda 
(Carlson)  Akerlind,  who  survives  him. 


EDWARD  RICHARD  GNADE,  of  Oil  City, 
is  a  son  of  the  late  Richard  Edward  Gnade,  a 
commission  merchant  and  importer,  who,  born  at 
Stettin,  Germany,  November  3,  1843,  received  a 
thorough  education  before  coming  to  America  in 
his  early  manhood.  On  June  16,  1870,  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Fannie  Sarah  Butler,  born  December  18, 
1849,  an  accomplished  daughter  of  Benjamin  But¬ 
ler,  Esq.,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College  in  1842, 
who  read  law  and  practiced  it  at  Boston,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  settling  later  at  Rutherford,  New  Jersey, 
where,  on  August  23,  1874,  Edward  Richard  Gnade 
was  born. 

After  attending  the  schools  at  Rutherford,  Ed¬ 
ward  Richard  Gnade  studied  at  Stevens  Prepara¬ 
tory  and  then  entered  Stevens  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology,  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  where  he  completed 
his  course  as  a  mechanical  engineer.  Mr.  Gnade, 
after  working  with  various  concerns,  among  others 
the  Cooke  Locomotive  Works  of  Paterson,  New 
Jersey,  the  National  Meter  Company,  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  International  Correspondence  Schools, 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Dickson  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  be¬ 
came  associated  with  the  Oil  Well  Supply  Com¬ 
pany  at  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania,  where,  in  1900-02, 
he  assisted  in  erecting  the  Imperial  Works  of  that 
company,  which  house,  among  other  departments, 
has  a  steel  foundry,  a  gray  iron  foundry,  a  mal¬ 
leable  iron  foundry,  drop  forge  shop,  blacksmith 
shops,  and  general  machine  shops,  which,  together, 
manufacture  over  one  thousand  articles,  large  and 
small,  of  general  oil  well  equipment.  Since  De¬ 
cember,  1908,  Mr.  Gnade  has  been  manager  of  this 
plant,  which  employs  a  thousand  high-grade  work¬ 
men,  including  a  large  office  force. 

Through  his  maternal  family  Mr.  Gnade  has  an 
interesting  ancient  lineage,  both  in  America,  where 
he  traces  his  line  through  Caleb  Butler,  of  Revo¬ 
lutionary  days,  and  Deacon  John  Butler,  first 
settler  at  Pelham,  New  Hampshire;  to  James 
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Butler,  who  located  at  Lancaster,  Massachusetts 
(Nashaway)  in  1659;  and  also  in  England  and 
Ireland,  where  he  traces  his  family  through  Theo¬ 
bald  Fitz-Walker,  who  married  a  sister  of  Thomas 
a’  Becket,  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  be¬ 
coming  later  “Chief  Butler’’  of  Ireland  by  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Henry  II,  and  consequently  progenitor  of 
the  Butler  family,  to  Fitz-Walter,  one  of  the 
Dukes  of  Normandy,  who  went  with  William  the 
Conqueror  to  England  in  1066. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Gnade  is  a  thirty-second  de¬ 
gree  Mason,  a  Knight  Templar,  and  a  member  of 
the  Rotary,  Wanango  Country,  Venango  and  Oil 
City  Boat  clubs.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers. 

On  November  23,  1904,  Mr.  Gnade  was  married 
to  Maude  Ray  Fleming,  B.  A.,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Margaret 
Fleming,  born  May  11,  1906,  a  graduate  of  the 
National  Cathedral  School,  of  Washington,  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  and  a  student  at  Wellesley. 
2.  Richard  Edward  (2),  born  May  19,  1912. 

Mrs.  Gnade,  an  alumnae  of  Wellesley,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Red  Cross,  the  Needle  Work  Guild,  the 
Twentieth  Century  Club,  and  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  as  well  as  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  activities  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  she  and  her  family  are  members.  Her 
father,  William  Fleming,  who  saw  valiant  service 
as  a  loyal  defender  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil 
War,  was  born  in  Indiana  County,  son  of  Thomas 
and  Margaret  (Miller)  Fleming,  and  belonged  to 
the  celebrated  Fleming  family  of  America,  tracing 
its  line  through  Sir  Thomas  Fleming,  son  of  the 
Earl  of  Wigton,  an  emigrant  to  Virginia  as  early 
as  1616,  and  Malcolm  Fleming,  Earl  of  Wigton, 
constituted  Lord  High  Chamberlain  of  Scotland 
by  James  V  (the  James  Fitz  James  of  the  “Lady 
of  the  Lake’1’),  to  Robert  Le  Fleming,  the  direct 
and  immediate  ancestor  of  the  Earls  of  Wigton, 
who  was  one  of  the  great  barons  of  Scotland  under 
King  Edward  I,  of  England  (1272-1309).  James 
Fleming,  great-grandfather  of  William  Fleming, 
married  Annie  Morton,  a  member  of  the  well- 
known  Morton  family  of  Pennsylvania,  of  whom 
John  Morton,  the  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  was  a  distinguished  member,  and 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  as  a  member  of 
the  Cumberland  County  Militia.  Mrs.  Fleming,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Matthew  Smith  and  Euphemia 
(Campbell)  Ray,  of  Butler  County,  belongs  to  a 


family  that  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  history  of  Pennsylvania  from  an  early  period 
in  its  Colonial  history  to  the  present  time,  count¬ 
ing  among  her  number  the  Rays,  Smiths,  Camp¬ 
bells,  Hutchisons,  and  Johnstons. 


CHRIS.  K.  LEARD — A  successful  business 
man  and  a  highly  respected  and  substantial  cit¬ 
izen  of  Kittanning,  Armstrong  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Chris.  K.  Leard  was  born  February  20, 
1882,  in  Craigsville,  Armstrong  County,  where  his 
father,  William  H.  Leard,  conducted  a  general 
store  for  a  number  of  years.  The  family  moved 
to  Kittanning  in  the  fall  of  1893,  where  his  father 
died  in  October,  1914.  His  mother  was  Emily 
M.  (Foster)  Leard,  and  is  living  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine.  He  has  a  brother,  R.  Boyd  Leard, 
living  in  Rochester,  New  York,  and  engaged  in 
the  shoe  manufacturing  business  in  Syracuse,  New 
York. 

Chris.  K.  Leard  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  Kittanning  Academy.  His  first  ven¬ 
ture  in  active  life  was  in  association  with  H.  A. 
Arnold  in  the  insurance  business.  He  established 
himself  in  this  line  under  his  own  name  in  1907, 
and  has  been  doing  business  ever  since.  He  is  now 
serving  his  third  term  as  tax  collector,  and  is  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  local  Board  of  Health.  He  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics;  a  member  of  the  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  treasurer 
for  a  number  of  years ;  a  member  of  Kittanning 
Lodge,  No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Orient  Chapter,  No.  247,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  Kit¬ 
tanning  Council,  No.  52  Royal  and  Select  Masters ; 
Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No.  1,  Knights  Templar; 
Coudersport  Consistory,  a  thirty-second  degree 
Scottish  Rite  Mason;  and  a  member  of  Syria 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mys¬ 
tic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club ; 
the  Kittanning  Country  Club;  and  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Arm¬ 
strong  County  Insurance  Agents’  Association. 

Mr.  Leard  was  married,  November  2,  1912,  to 
Florence  J.  Bailey,  of  Manor  Township,  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  a  daughter  of  ex-Sheriff  William 
C.  and  Mary  (Speer)  Bailey.  His  address  is  Mar¬ 
ket  Street,  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania. 


CHARLES  HENRY  FURNEE,  M.  D  — A 

specialist  in  medicine,  alternating  his  professional 
activities  with  military  service,  Dr.  Charles  Henry 
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Fumee  occupies  an  exceptional  position  in  the 
medical  fraternity  of  Kittannrng,  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  born  in  Armstrong  County,  July  10,  1876, 
the  son  of  S.  W.  Fumee,  of  the  firm  of  Fumee  & 
Kennerdell,  books  and  stationery,  who  died  in  1924 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five;  and  of  Marguerite  B. 
(Williams)  Furnee,  born  in  Allegheny  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  still  living. 

Charles  Henry  Furnee  attended  the  public 
schools  and  was  graduated  from  the  Medico-Chi- 
rurgical  College  in  the  class  of  1898,  receiving  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  also  received 
the  degree  from  Vanderbilt  University  in  the  class 
of  1899.  He  entered  the  United  States  Army  and 
served  through  the  Spanish-American  War  in  the 
1st  Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry  as  hospital  stew¬ 
ard,  first  at  Chickamauga  Park  and  afterwards  in 
the  Philippine  Islands,  where  he  served  for  eight¬ 
een  months.  Returning  home  and  to  private  life, 
he  engaged  in  the  practice  in  Mahoning,  Arm¬ 
strong  County.  He  afterwards  went  to  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  City  Home  and  Hospital,  where  he  was  su¬ 
perintendent  for  four  years  under  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  Hays  and  Guthrie.  He  returned  to 
Pittsburgh  and  was  superintendent  of  the  Munic¬ 
ipal  Hospital  for  one  year.  Returning  to  Kit¬ 
tanning  at  its  close,  he  has  been  engaged  continu¬ 
ously  in  practice  here  since  his  return,  except  for 
his  military  service  in  the  World  War  and  on  the 
Mexican  Border.  He  went  to  Mexico  as  first  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  Medical  Corps,  16th  Pennsylvania 
Infantry.  He  entered  the  World  War  as  first  lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain 
in  the  112th  Regiment,  28th  Division.  He  returned 
to  the  United  States  from  France  with  the  55th 
Artillery,  Coast  Artillery  Corps,  and  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  from  the  service  at  Fort  Ham¬ 
ilton,  New  York  Harbor,  on  March  x,  1919.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Armstrong  County  Medical 
Society ;  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  So¬ 
ciety;  and  of  the  American  Medical  Association; 
of  Lodge  No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks ;  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce;  the  Kiwanis  Club; 
the  Sons  of  Veterans;  the  American  Legion;  and 
La  Societe  Des  40  Hommes  Et  8  Chevaux.  He  is 
a  member  of  St.  Luke’s  Reformed  Church;  and  is 
extremely  interested  in  gunning  and  fishing. 

Dr.  Furnee  was  married  to  Fannie  Ceila  Dow¬ 
ney,  daughter  of  Michael  Downey,  a  contractor  of 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  on  January  1,  1897. 


His  address  is  No.  106  North  McKean  Street, 
Kittanning,  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania. 


JOSEPH  PETER  BRENOT— Among  that 
splendid  group  of  citizens  comprising  the  inhab¬ 
itants  of  Frenchtown,  Crawford  County,  during 
the  past  century,  was  Justin  Brenot,  a  farmer, 
who,  with  his  wife,  Rose  Close,  reared  a  family  of 
honest,  industrious  sons  and  daughters  whose 
mission  it  became  to  establish  homes  that  are  a 
credit  to  the  nation,  among  whom  was  Joseph  Peter 
Brenot,  who  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  March 
15,  1864,  and  died  in  Oil  City,  October  31,  1924, 
respected  by  all.  Joseph  P.  Brenot  received  his 
preliminary  education  at  Frenchtown,  after  which 
he  studied  to  develop  his  great  gift  as  an  archi¬ 
tect  under  the  best  teachers  in  New  York  and  Chi¬ 
cago,  in  most  part  meeting  such  expense  through 
his  own  industry.  Mr.  Brenot  was  never  idle,  and 
being  conscientious  in  all  he  did,  as  well  as  a 
student,  he  became  an  architect  of  marked  ability 
who  has  left  many  works  of  art  that  will  stand 
as  monuments  to  him  throughout  the  years  to 
come,  among  which  are  a  number  of  fine  churches 
and  schools  in  Oil  City  and  elsewhere,  of  vari¬ 
ous  denominations,  and  the  fine  Orphans’  Home  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  just  completed  in  the 
city  of  Erie.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  the  Lions  Club  of  Oil  City,  and  the 
Erie  Chapter  of  the  American  Institute  of  Archi¬ 
tects. 

On  June  26,  1895,  Mr.  Brenot  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Adaline  Guillaume,  born  May  10,  1864, 
at  Pagney,  France,  near  T'oul,  which  was  in  the 
war  zone  during  the  late  World  War.  Mrs. 
Brenot,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Sabastian  and 
Emilie  Guillaume,  was  brought  to  America  by  her 
paternal  uncle,  the  Rev.  Father  Eugene  Cogne- 
ville,  who  was  parish  priest  of  the  Frenchtown 
Roman  Catholic  Church  for  more  than  fifty  years, 
and  for  whom  she  kept  house  till  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  Brenot.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brenot  were  born 
two  sons:  1.  Oscar  Eugene,  who  served  with  the 
Chief  Engineers,  1st  Army,  during  the  World 
War,  and  who  was  married  to  Martha  Horn,  Sep¬ 
tember  22,  1924,  at  Erie,  by  his  grand-uncle,  Rev. 
Father  Cogneville,  who  also  officiated  at  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  his  parents.  2.  Lawrence  Wilfred,  a 
member  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  18th  In¬ 
fantry  during  the  World  War,  wounded  in  action 
near  Cantigny,  France,  May*  4,  1918,  and  cited  for 
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bravery,  January  I,  1920,  by  Major-General  Sum- 
merall.  The  Brenot  family  have  all  been  loyal 
members  of  St.  Joseph’s  Church,  Oil  City,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 


JOHN  M.  WALKER — The  youngest  member 
of  the  bar  of  Armstrong  County  is  John  M. 
Walker,  attorney-at-law  in  Leechburg.  He  was 
born  in  that  town  on  January  15,  1900,  son)  of  W. 
Lester  and  Ora  (Parks)  Walker.  His  father, 
who  was  identified  with  the  steel  industry,  died  in 
October,  1917.  The  early  years  of  his  education 
were  passed  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
place,  and  his  studies  were  continued  at  the  Culver 
Military  School,  where  he  prepared  for  college. 
For  a  time  he  was  a  student  at  Cornell  Univer¬ 
sity,  but  he  did  not  complete  his  course  there.  In¬ 
stead,  he  entered  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  and 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1923,  and  in  that  year 
received  his  degree,  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Eco¬ 
nomics.  In  June,  1925,  he  received  his  degree, 
Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  September,  1925,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  at  once  opened  his  own 
office  in  Leechburg  and  began  his  professional 
career,  having  the  distinction  to  be  the  youngest  in 
his  county  in  this  profession.  During  the  World 
War  Mr.  Walker  was  a  first  lieutenant  of  in¬ 
fantry,  stationed  at  Camp  Lee,  Virginia.  His  fra¬ 
ternities  are  Phi  Delta  Phi  and  Pi  Kappa  Alpha. 
In  politics  he  supports  the  Republican  party. 

In  1920  John  M.  Walker  married  Marie  Gordon, 
of  Oakmont,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  James  S. 
and  Rachel  R.  (Painter)  Gordon.  A  son  was  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  on  July  8,  1923,  to  whom 
they  gave  the  name  of  John  M.,  Jr.  Mr.  Walker 
is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 


SHELDON  JEWETT— The  genealogy  of  the 
Jewett  family  has  been  traced  to  Henri  de  Juat, 
a  knight  of  the  first  crusade.  As  Huguenots,  the 
family  fled  from  religious  persecution  to  England, 
where  some  of  their  descendants  still  reside.  In 
ancient  times,  the  name  appears  as  Juett,  Juit, 
Jewet,  and  in  other  varied  forms,  but  in  all  cases, 
the  spelling  preserves  the  pronunciation.  The 
record  of  the  Jewett  family  in  America  begins 
with  the  settlement  of  Rowley,  Massachusetts. 
In  1638,  about  sixty  families,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Rev.  Ezekiel  Rogers,  came  from  York¬ 
shire,  England,  and  began  the  settlement  of  Row- 
ley  the  following  season.  Among  these  pioneers 


were  brothers,  Maximilian  and  Joseph  Jewett,  men 
of  substance  from  Bradford,  Yorkshire,  England; 
and  accompanying  them  was  their  nephew  and 
son,  Joseph  Jewett.  It  is  from  the  first  Joseph 
Jewett  that  the  Jewetts  of  Custer  City  descend. 
The  arms  borne  by  Edward  Jewett,  and  brought 
to  America  by  his  sons,  and  which  they  were  so 
careful  to  preserve  on  the  records  here,  is  thus 
described  in  the  old  records  in  both  France  and 
England:  “He  beareth  on  a  cross  argent,  five 
fleur-de-lis  of  the  first.  Crest:  an  eagle’s  neck  be¬ 
tween  two  wings  displayed  argent,  by  the  name 
Jewett.”  The  motto  is:  “Toujours  le  mcme,” 
Always  the  same.  There  is  a  difference  in  the 
crest  used  by  the  different  branches;  but  the  crest 
is  an  adjunct,  and  not  part  of  the  coat-of-arms. 

(I)  Edward  Jewett  was  born  about  1580,  in 
Bradford,  West  Riding,  Yorkshire,  England, 
where  he  married,  October  1,  1604,  May,  daughter 
of  William  Taylor,  a  cloth  manufacturer.  His 
will,  dated  February  2,  1604,  was  proved  by  his 
widow,  July  12,  1615.  He  had  children:  William, 
baptized  September  15,  1605;  Maximilian,  who 
came  to  the  American  Colonies;  Joseph,  of  whom 
further;  Sarah. 

(II)  Joseph  Jewett,  son  of  Edward  and  May 
(Taylor)  Jewett,  was  bom  in  Bradford,  West 
Riding,  Yorkshire,  England,  baptized  there,  De¬ 
cember  31,  1609,  died  February  26,  1650.  He 
married  there  (first),  October  i,  1634,  Mary 
Mattison;  (second)  in  Boston,  May  16,  1658,  Ann 
Allen,  widow  of  Bozoan,  of  Boston.  In  the  fall  of 
1638,  with  his  wife  Mary,  and  one  or  two  children, 
and  his  brother  Maximilian,  he  sailed  in  the 
ship  “John”  for  America,  settling  in  Rowley, 
Massachusetts.  He  became  a  large  land  owner 
and  one  of  the  leading  men  of  that  town;  was 
representative  to  the  General  Court  several  times; 
and  was  one  of  the  two  stewards  for  each  session. 
He  was  styled  “clothier”  in  1636,  later,  merchant. 
Children  by  first  wife:  Jeremiah,  born  in  Eng¬ 
land,  Sarah,  born  in  either  England  or  Rowley; 
married  Captain  Phillips  Nelson;  Hannah;  Nehe- 
miah,  of  whom  further;  Faith,  died  in  infancy; 
Patience.  Children  of  second  wife:  Mary;  Joseph; 
Faith. 

(III)  Elder  Nehemiah  Jewett,  son  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Mattison)  Jewett,  was  born  April  6, 
1643,  in  Rowley,  Massachusetts.  He  lived  in  Lynn 
before  joining  the  Rowley  Church,  as  shown  in 
the  Lynn  church  records :  “July  2,  1676,  Mr. 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


373 


Nehemiah  Jewett  had  not  procured  his  dismissal 
from  Lynn  Churche,  which  he  had  joined  years 
since,  when  he  lived  with  his  uncle  Purchase  at 
the  iron  Works.”  He  was  made  freeman  of  Lynn, 
April  29,  1668;  he  settled  in  Ipswich  on  a  farm 
west  of  his  brother  Jeremiah.  He  was  well  edu¬ 
cated  and  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Essex 
County;  most  of  the  wills  and  deeds  of  his  towns¬ 
men  from  1675  to  the  time  of  his  death  being 
drawn  and  made  by  him.  He  was  a  representative 
to  the  General  Court  for  many  sessions,  and  also 
Speaker  of  the  House  for  three  terms.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  October  19,  1668,  in  Lynn,  Exercise,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Wheeler)  Pierce.  She 
died  November  13,  1731,  in  Ipswich;  he  died 
January  1,  1720.  In  his  will,  dated  December  10, 
1719,  proved  the  following  January,  he  mentions 
wife,  un-named,  sons  Nehemiah;  Joseph;  Mehit- 
able,  married  Daniel  Dow;  Benjamin,  of  whom 
further;  Purchase,  died  in  infancy. 

(IV)  Benjamin  Jewett,  son  of  Nehemiah  and 

Exercise  (Pierce)  Jewett,  was  born  in  Ipswich; 
baptized  in  Rowley  October  4,  1691;  was  killed 
at  a  house-raising  by  falling  timber,  January 
22,  1715,  or  1716.  He  married,  in  Milton,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  January  12,  1714  or  1715,  Reform 

Trescott,  one  child,  Benjamin,  of  whom  further. 

(V)  Benjamin  Jewett,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Reform  (Trescott)  Jewett,  was  born  February  1, 
1716,  in  Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  baptized  March 
19,  1716,  died  September  29,  1801,  in  Canterbury, 
Connecticut.  He  was  but  two  weeks  old  when  his 
father  died,  and  he  was  reared  under  the  guardian¬ 
ship  of  his  uncles,  Daniel  Dow  and  Nehemiah 
Jewett.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  was 
apprenticed  to  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and  served 
seven  years.  He  settled  in  Ipswich,  and  later  in 
Manchester,  Massachusetts,  where  he  bought 
land  and  followed  his  trade,  and  was  sexton  in 
1750  and  1751.  About  1756  he  settled  in  Wind¬ 
ham  County,  Connecticut,  in  that  portion  later  set 
apart  as  Brooklyn.  He  married,  January  26,  1738, 
Hannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Butler,  of  Ipswich. 
Their  children :  Benjamin,  bom  November  30, 1739; 
Daniel ;  Ebenezer ;  Hannah ;  Samuel ;  Thomas, 
of  whom  further;  Lucy;  Joseph;  Elizabeth. 

(VI)  Thomas  Jewett,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Hannah  f  Butler)  Jewett,  born  March  15,  1757,  in 
Hampton,  Connecticut.  He  married  Milly  Bab¬ 
cock,  and  settled  in  Wardsboro,  Vermont,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
His  wife  also  died  in  Vermont.  Their  children: 


Thomas,  who  resided  and  died  in  Steuben  County, 
New  York;  Munnis,  who  was  drowned  while  a 
young  man;  Jerusha,  who  died  in  Illinois;  Ben¬ 
jamin,  of  whom  further;  Morris;  Betsey. 

(VII)  Benjamin  Jewett,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Milly  (Babcock)  Jewett,  was  born  in  Wardsboro, 
Vermont,  lived  there  until  1836,  then  went  to 
McKean  County,  Pennsylvania,  taking  up  a  tract 
of  land  on  which  Custer  City  is  now  built.  Here 
he  lived  and  farmed  until  his  death,  April  6, 
1883.  In  politics  he  was  a  democrat,  and  held 
the  offices  of  road  supervisor,  school  director  and 
township  auditor.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  his  wife  was  a  Methodist.  He  married 
Lucinda  Tuttle,  born  in  1813  in  Tioga  County, 
died  July  27,  1889,  daughter  of  Sheldon  Tuttle, 
a  farmer  and  preacher  who  died  in  Westville, 
Tioga  County;  and  his  wife,  Loraine  Tuttle. 
Children  of  Benjamin  Jewett:  1.  Franklin,  born 
in  Westfield,  Pennsylvania,  in  1836,  married 
Samantha  Straight  who  survives  him,  a  resident 
of  Tioga  County,  born  1838.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Union  Army,  and  died  in  the  hospital,  October  6, 
1863;  their  child,  Victoria,  a  resident  of  Steuben 
County,  New  York.  2.  Orville,  born  1838,  died 
October  13,  1867;  became  a  lumberman,  and  was 
killed  at  Kendall  Creek.  Pennsylvania,  by  being 
caught  under  a  rolling  log.  He  married  Lucy 

- ;  their  daughter  Mary  married  a  Mr. 

Brady,  who  lives  at  Fredonia,  New  York.  3. 
Sheldon,  of  whom  further.  4.  Victoria,  born 
August  10,  1643,  died  unmarried,  March  27,  1859. 
5.  Myron,  born  in  1844,  died  in  Westfield,  Sep¬ 
tember  25,  1870.  He  was  a  farmer,  married  Mary 
Storms,  deceased,  and  their  son,  Merritt,  lives  at 
Corning,  New  York.  6.  Hiram,  born  April  4, 
1847,  a  farmer  in  Ohio,  married  Elvira  Seaward. 
7.  Lydia,  born  in  1851,  died  in  March,  1904.  She 
married  Henry  Brennan,  deceased.  Their  chil¬ 
dren:  John;  Thomas;  Nellie;  Grace.  8.  Albert, 
born  February  25,  1853,  a  farmer  of  Pope  County, 
Wisconsin;  married,  and  has  a  daughter  Lucy. 

(VIII)  Sheldon  Jewett,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Lucinda  (Tuttle)  Jewett,  was  born  at  the  home 
farm,  now  a  part  of  Custer  City,  McKean  County, 
December  2,  1840.  He  attended  the  public  school 
and  worked  on  the  farm  until  the  Civil  War.  He 
was  in  his  twentieth  year  when  he  enlisted  in 
Company  I,  First  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Rifles, 
known  as  the  “Bucktails”  commanded  by  Colonel 
Kane.  He  enlisted  as  a  private,  and  although 
well  earning  the  promotion  offered  him,  he  always 
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declined.  He  saw  hard  service  with  the  “Buck- 
tails”  who,  as  a  portion  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  ever  bore  a  prominent  part  in  the  con¬ 
flicts  that  made  that  army  famous.  He  was  en¬ 
gaged  at  Drainsville,  Harrisburg,  Antietam, 
Fredericksburg,  Slaughter  Mountain,  Gettysburg, 
Mine  Run,  Catlett  Station,  Bristol  Station,  and  the 
Battles  of  the  Wilderness  until  Bethesda  Church, 
when,  delaying  too  long  his  retreat  from  the 
skirmish  line,  he  was  surrounded  by  foes  and  made 
prisoner.  This  was  May  30,  1864,  and  on  June 
17,  following,  after  confinement  in  Libby  Prison, 
he  was  transferred  to  the  prison  pen  at  Anderson- 
ville,  another  victim  for  the  infamous  Wirz  to 
wreak  his  hatred  upon.  Here  he  suffered  the 
torments  of  thirst,  hunger,  sickness  and  cruelty 
imposed  upon  the  defenceless  prisoners  by  the 
wretch  who  later  paid  with  his  own  life  the 
penalty  of  his  inhumanity. 

Mr.  Jewett  was  a  strong,  robust  man,  weigh¬ 
ing,  when  captured,  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
pounds;  he  was  held  a  prisoner  six  months,  and 
during  that  period  he  scarcely  weighed  ninety- 
four  pounds.  During  his  confinement,  his  term  of 
enlistment  expired,  but  not  until  four  months 
later  did  his  release  come.  He  was  then  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  and  sent  to  his  home  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  sick  and  broken  down  in  health.  He  re¬ 
turned  to  farming,  and  later  was  active  in  locating 
and  building  Custer  City,  which  was  started  en¬ 
tirely  upon  his  farm.  As  late  as  1890  he  paid  taxes 
on  every  building  in  the  town.  In  1891,  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Custer  City,  and  held 
that  office  continuously  for  many  years,  except¬ 
ing  the  four  years  of  Cleveland’s  second  term, 
Mr.  Jewett  being  an  active  Republican.  He  also 
served  as  county  committeeman  and  school  director 
and  he  was  County  Commissioner.  He  died  March 
15,  1915- 

Mr.  Sheldon  married  (finlt)  in  May,  1866, 
Olivia  Ingalsby,  daughter  of  John  Ingalsby  and 
Amanda  Chapin,  born  in  Bradford  Township, 
September  22,  1843,  died  December  7,  1890.  He 
married  (second)  Caro  S.  Ingoldsby  (reverted  to 
old  English  spelling)  born  in  Bradford  Township, 
daughter  of  Rinaldo  D.  Engoldsby,  a  farmer  of 
that  township,  and  his  wife,  Eliza  (Root)  En¬ 
goldsby,  of  Westfield,  New  York. 

The  children  of  Sheldon  Jewett  by  his  first 
wife,  Olivia  Ingalsby,  both  born  at  Custer  City: 
1.  Grace  A.,  teaching  in  East  Radford  College, 


Virginia.  2.  Blanche  Evelyn,  married  Allen  Quar- 
tus  Wright.  The  children  by  the  second  wife,  all 
born  at  Custer  City:  3.  Sheldon,  November  21, 
1894.  4.  Hallis  I.,  born  October  11,  1896.  5. 

Margaret  I.,  born  November  8,  1898. 

Allen  Quartus  Wright  was  born  November 
25,  1867,  in  Warren  County,  son  of  Dr.  DeForest 
Wright,  who  was  a  practicing  physician  at  Colum¬ 
bus,  in  Warren  County  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  married  Madora  Allen.  Mr.  Wright  attended 
the  schools  in  Warren  County  and  in  New  Jersey. 
He  came  to  Custer  City,  where  he  followed  the 
carpenter’s  trade  many  years,  and  he  is  now 
associated  with  Lewis  Emery,  Jr.  He  married, 
June  30,  1892,  at  Custer  City,  Blanche  Evelyn 
Jewett.  Their  children  are:  1.  Grace,  wife  of 
Bert  T.  Shannon,  residing  in  Buffalo,  New  York. 
2.  Blanche,  who  married  Emmett  Leonard,  resid¬ 
ing  in  Bristol,  Tennessee.  3.  Dorothy,  in  training 
at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Philadelphia.  4.  Allene, 
who  resides  at  home. 


DEWEY  JESSE  BOLTON— Since  its  ear¬ 
liest  history  Pennsylvania  has  received  from  the 
neighboring  province  of  Canada  a  reliable  class  of 
people,  loyal  and  public  spirited  in  civic  life,  who 
have  proved  again  and  again  their  true  worth  as 
citizens.  Among  those  who  were  attracted  hither 
during  the  great  oil  excitement  was  William 
Cupper  Bolton,  son  of  Samuel  Bolton  (born  in 
Canada),  and  his  wife,  Sophia  (Nunn)  Bolton,  a 
native  of  Yarmouth,  England.  William  C.  Bolton, 
being  a  carpenter,  found  a  rich  field  for  his  trade 
in  the  city  where  he  located.  His  wife,  who  be¬ 
fore  her  marriage  was  Grace  Howies,  belonged  to 
a  family  that  represented  the  best  and  worthiest 
people  of  her  native  place,  and,  as  such,  enabled  the 
Bolton  family  to  become  a  valuable  contribution 
to  Corry’s  choicest  citizenship.  It  was  there  that 
their  son,  Dewey  Jesse  Bolton,  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  August  22,  1866,  who,  when 
eleven,  removed  with  them  to  Oil  City,  where  he 
received  a  thorough  education  in  the  local  high 
school. 

At  an  early  age  he  became  a  valued  employe  of 
the  National  Transit  Company,  through  which  he 
was  enabled  to  develop  his  natural  powers  as  a 
civil  engineer.  In  his  years  of  service  he  won  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow-townsmen,  who  elected  him 
mayor  of  his  adopted  city,  which  he  held  from 
1920  to  1924.  Mayor  Bolton  was  also  president  of 
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the  Common  Council  before  the  commission  form 
of  government,  having  been  a  member  of  the  first 
Commission  Committee.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason  and  a  Knight  Templar, 
a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  and  of  the  Acacia  Club. 

On  October  i,  1890,  Mr.  Bolton  was  married 
to  Carrie  A.  Haynes,  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel 
and  Jane  (Wetmore)  Haynes,  honored  and  re¬ 
spected  citizens  of  Oil  City,  whose  family  records 
reveal  a  distinguished  lineage  to  the  founders  of 
our  nation,  among  whom  may  be  found  Deacon 
Josiah  Haynes,  who  took  a  notable  part  in  the 
battle  of  Concord,  and  whose  American  progenitor 
came  to  Massachusetts  as  early  as  1628.  Among 
other  distinguished  lines  may  be  found  the  Wet- 
mores  of  Vermont,  through  Tioga,  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  Coles,  of  Rhode  Island.  By  reason  of 
these  many  services  Mrs.  Bolton  is  a  valued  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Putnam-King  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution.  Mrs.  Bolton  is  also  an  ac¬ 
tive  member  of  the  Belles  Lettres  and  Schubert 
clubs.  Both  Mayor  and  Mrs.  Bolton  are  prom¬ 
inent  members  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church,  which 
the  mayor  has  served  as  a  vestryman  for  many 
years. 


LEE  L.  LAWRY — One  of  the  foremost  men 
in  the  oil-producing  district  of  which  Derrick 
City  and  its  valuable  neighborhood  is  the  centre, 
is  Mr.  Lawry,  an  expert  producer  in  this  indus¬ 
try,  who  has  been  keenly  interested  in  the  advance 
of  oil  activities  throughout  his  life,  and  it  is  on 
record  in  the  history  of  the  fields  of  this  section, 
that  his  father  was  one  of  the  first  to  enter  upon 
and  to  extend  the  development  of  oil,  close  on  to 
a  half  century  ago. 

Mr.  Lawry  is  a  citizen  of  all-round  interests, 
and  every  movement  that  has  for  its  purpose  the 
general  advancement  of  the  community,  has  his 
affirmation  and  practical  assistance.  He  is  a  son 
of  Thomas  H.  and  Ellen  (Bement)  Lawry. 
Thomas  H.  Lawry  is  distinguished  as  having 
been  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  oil  country  of 
Pennsylvania;  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  start 
operations  at  Pit  Hole,  and  at  Petroleum  Center, 
and  from  there  he  went  to  the  Butler  County 
fields;  tiiat  was  in  1879,  when  he  was  also  a  pro¬ 
ducer.  Removing  to  the  Bradford  field  in  1885, 
he  located  at  Rixford,  where  he  died  in  1903. 
He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  having  served 


with  Battery  A,  33d  Regiment,  New  York  Artil¬ 
lery. 

Lee  L.  Lawry  was  born  November  3,  1884,  at 
East  Brady,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools. 
Then,  graduating  at  Oakdale  High  School,  he 
matriculated  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  He 
was  first  employed  with  his  uncle,  John  McKay, 
at  Titusvile,  remaining  with  him  two  years  as  a 
manufacturer  of  engines  and  tanks.  His  next 
change  was  to  the  Bradford  oil  fields,  where  he 
settled  on  a  farm  near  Derrick  City.  The  Brad¬ 
ford  Deep  Well,  as  it  is  known,  was  drilled  on 
the  Lawry  Farm  in  1912-13,  at  the  great  depth 
of  5820  feet,  it  being  an  experimental  or  test  well. 

Mr.  Lawry  was  a  member  of  the  National 
Guard  of  Pennsylvania  three  years,  and  was  first- 
class  sergeant  in  the  medical  department  of  the  old 
16th  Regiment.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are 
those  of  the  Union  Lodge,  No.  334,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  which  lodge  he  was  Master 
in  1915;  Bradford  Chapter,  No.  260,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Bradford  Council,  No.  43;  Trinity 
Commandery,  No.  58,  Knights  Templar;  and 
Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Erie.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Lee  L.  Lawry  married  (first)  Bessie  W.  Wick¬ 
ham,  who  died  April  9,  1922,  leaving  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Thomas;  Lee  L.,  Jr.;  Julia;  and  Ellen. 
He  married  (second),  October  28,  1924,  the  widow 
of  Robert  Morgan,  who  before  her  first  marriage 
was  Florence  Van  Tine,  daughter  of  J.  W.  Van 
Tine,  of  Bradford.  She  had  the  following-named 
children:  Anna  Jane,  Robert,  Zane,  Mildred, 
Weir  Morgan. 


LEROY  E.  CHAPMAN,  M.  D.— Inaugu¬ 
rated  as  the  mayor  of  Warren  on  January  1,  1926, 
and  elected  to  that  office  after  one  of  the  closest 
battles  for  burgess  that  has  been  waged  in  that 
city,  Dr.  Leroy  E.  Chapman,  one  of  the  foremost 
figures  in  this  part  of  the  State,  largely  because 
of  his  professional  abilities  and  skill  and  his  widely 
recognized  qualifications  as  county  medical  cor¬ 
oner,  sought  that  executive  office  and  maintains  its 
highest  traditions,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
serving  his  fellow-citizens  justly  and  creditably. 
A  citizen  of  absolute  probity  of  character,  an  ac¬ 
complished  and  a  sympathetic  and  kindly  physician, 
and  a  progressive  public  official,  Dr.  Chapman  di¬ 
rects  the  duties  of  his  municipal  office  in  a  spirit 
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both  of  constructiveness  and  of  cooperation  with 
his  fellow  officials  and  with  the  general  public. 

Hon.  Leroy  E.  Chapmaa  was  born  July  3,  1880, 
in  Warren,  where  he  was  graduated  from  the  high 
school  in  1900.  He  attended  Pennsylvania  State 
College  in  1 901 -1902,  and  preparing  for  his  pro¬ 
fession  in  the  Medical  School  of  Ohio  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  he  was  graduated  there  with  his  medical 
degree  in  1906.  Dr.  Chapman  at  once  established 
his  offices  as  surgeon  and  physician  in  Warren, 
and  he  has  continued  here  in  active  practice  to  the 
present,  his  attention  to  the  poor  and  needy,  and 
his  readiness  to  answer  the  call  of  the  sick  at  all 
hours,  always  being  his  distinguishing  features. 
He  was  elected  coroner  of  Warren  County  in  1916, 
in  1918,  and  in  1922,  his  term  expiring  in  1926. 
He  is  one  of  the  visiting  physicians  at  the  War¬ 
ren  State  Hospital,  and  a  member  of  its  board  of 
trustees. 

Dr.  Chapman  was  elected  mayor  of  Warren 
November  3,  1925,  as  the  Republican  candidate  for 
the  city’s  chief  executive,  and  he  won  out  against 
Mr.  Greenlund  after  a  spectacular  battle.  He  has 
also  served  as  a  member  of  the  Warren  School 
Board.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Med¬ 
ical  Association,  the  State  Medical  Society,  and 
the  County  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Leroy  E.  Chapman  married,  in  1909,  Lena 
Waterbrandt,  of  Warren,  daughter  of  Charles 
Waterbrandt,  and  they  have  two  children :  Ethel 
and  Emmet  Leroy. 


CHARLES  EDWIN  CARTER,  since  1916 
superintendent  of  schools  in  Franklin,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  is  the  son  of  William  Aaron  and  Mary  Ann 
(Spindler)  Carter.  His  father,  who  was  the  son 

of  James  and -  (Noel)  Carter,  was  a  farmer 

and  a  Civil  War  veteran,  having  served  in  Com¬ 
pany  K,  16th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
and  spent  some  time  in  Andersonville  Prison. 

Charles  Edwin  Carter  was  born  in  East  Bethle¬ 
hem  Township,  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania, 
on  June  6,  1872.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  county,  graduated  from  the  South¬ 
western  State  Normal  School  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
then  became  a  student  at  the  University  of  Mich¬ 
igan,  from  which  he  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  then  took  the  exami¬ 
nations  of  the  legal  profession  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Washington  County  bar.  Later,  Mr.  Carter 
took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  that  of 


Master  of  Arts  at  the  University  of  Denver,  Den¬ 
ver,  Colorado,  and  took  post-graduate  work  at  Co¬ 
lumbia  University.  He  first  held  the  position  of 
principal  of  the  Union  School  of  Millsboro  and 
Fredericktown,  Pennsylvania,  and  then  became 
principal  of  a  public  school  at  Brownsville.  Then 
he  was  made  superintendent  of  schools,  first  at 
Tarentum,  Pennsylvania,  then  at  Greeley,  Colorado, 
and  finally,  in  1916,  at  Franklin,  where  he  has  filled 
that  position  ably  ever  since.  Mr.  Carter  takes 
an  active  part  in  educational  organizations.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  National,  State,  and  local  educa¬ 
tional  associations,  and  while  in  Colorado  served 
as  president  of  the  College  and  High  School  Sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Colorado  State  Teachers’  Association, 
and  as  president  of  the  Northern  Colorado  State 
Teachers’  Association.  He  was  president  of  the 
Greeley  Chautauqua,  in  Greeley,  Colorado,  for  a 
period  of  five  years;  was  president  of  the  Social 
Science  Circle  in  Greeley ;  and  a  member  of  the 
Schoolmasters’  Club  of  Colorado.  In  addition,  Mr. 
Carter  is  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  and  the 
Sons  of  Veterans;  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church ;  and  fraternally  is  affiliated  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Knights  of  Malta,  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  pol¬ 
itics  he  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Carter  married,  on  August  11,  1904,  at 
Tarentum,  Pennsylvania,  Asenath  Ann  Tucker, 
daughter  of  William  Aaron  and  Mary  Ann  (Ken¬ 
nedy)  Tucker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter  have  two 
children:  Mary  Arvilla,  born  April  10,  1905,  who 
graduated  in  1926  from  Wellesley  College;  and 
Dorothy  Edwina,  born  June  11,  1913. 


WILLIAM  A.  POLLEY— JOHN  A.  POL- 

LEY,  JR.,  known  under  the  business  head  of 
Pol  ley  Brothers,  have  been  known  for  some 
years  at  Bradford  as  among  the  leading  contrac¬ 
tors  for  the  drilling  of  oil  and  gas  wells  and  oil 
producers  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania. 

Their  father,  the  late  John  A.  Polley,  was  also 
a  veteran  oil  field  worker.  He  was  born  at  Buf¬ 
falo,  New  York,  in  1848.  As  a  youth  the  spirit 
of  patriotism  was  so  strong  within  him,  he  left 
home  at  a  very  early  age  to  enlist  in  the  Union 
Army,  but  due  to  his  youth  was  permitted  to 
return  home.  He,  therefore,  never  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  seeing  active  service.  After  the  war  he 
became  identified  with  the  oil  industry  and  par- 
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ticipated  in  some  of  the  pioneer  operations  at  Pit- 
hole  and  became  familiar  with  all  the  processes  of 
drilling.  In  1879,  he  had  his  first  experience  in 
the  Bradford  fields,  and  helped  drill  the  first  oil 
well  at  Lima,  Ohio.  His  experience  covered  the 
principal  fields  of  California,  Oklahoma,  and  Kan¬ 
sas,  and  his  last  work  as  a  driller  was  done  in 
the  Oklahoma  fields.  He  then  returned  to  Brad¬ 
ford,  and  died  at  his  home  in  that  city  in  October, 
1920.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Irwin)  Polley,  sur¬ 
vives  him  and  resides  at  Bradford.  Their  children 
were:  William  A.,  of  whom  further;  Sarah  A., 
who  died  when  twenty-six  years  of  age;  John  A., 
of  whom  further;  and  Elizabeth  A.,  wife  of  Sam¬ 
uel  Saxe,  of  Jamestown,  New  York. 

William  A.  Polley,  son  of  John  A.  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Irwin)  Polley,  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Polley  Brothers,  was  born  at  Queens¬ 
town,  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1874. 
His  educational  advantages  were  those  of  the  ele¬ 
mentary  school,  but  through  his  home  training, 
and  natural  ability  to  progress  he  was  qualified 
when  only  fifteen  to  seek  employment  as  a  driller. 
The  drilling  of  oil  and  gas  wells  has  constituted 
his  chief  experience  and  has  been  the  object  of 
his  best  enthusiasm  and  effort.  He  and  his 
brother,  John  A.  Polley,  Jr.,  organized  the  firm  of 
Polley  Brothers,  in  1903;  they  have  since  main¬ 
tained  a  large  staff  and  all  the  necessary  equip¬ 
ment  and  facilities  for  the  successful  operation  of 
the  Bradford  oil  fields,  where  they  are  producers 
as  well  as  drilling  contractors,  having  several 
valuable  leases  in  the  limestone  district  of  Mc¬ 
Kean  County.  William  A.  Polley,  who  is  un¬ 
married,  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Oil  Men’s  Club,  and  belongs 
to  the  Voluntter  Fire  Department,  of  which  his 
father  was  a  member. 

John  A.  Polley,  Jr.,  son  of  John  A.  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (Irwin)  Polley,  junior  member  of  Polley 
Brothers,  was  born  July  23,  1878,  at  Queens¬ 
town,  Armstrong  County.  Like  his  brother,  he 
was  only  fifteen  when  he  gained  his  first  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  drilling  of  oil  wells.  John  A.  Polley 
is  a  past  officer  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Independ¬ 
ent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  belongs  to  the 
Volunteer  Firemen.  He  and  his  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

He  married  Cecil  Becker,  daughter  of  John  and 
Nettie  Becker,  of  Gowanda,  New  York.  Mrs. 
Polley  died  in  May,  1920,  aged  forty-one  years. 


Their  children  are:  Sarah,  died  aged  thirteen 
years;  Mildred,  Doris,  and  Esther. 


MAJOR  ADAM  CLARKE  HAWKINS  was 

one  of  the  prominent  and  distinguished  citizens 
of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  who  was  active  in 
every  line  of  progress  that  affected  the  welfare  of 
his  community.  A  successful  oil  producer,  he  was 
connected  with  many  corporate  interests,  and  his 
activities  in  the  commercial  life  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  during  the  earlier  periods  of  his  life,  were 
interrupted  by  his  services  to  the  Union  in  the 
great  civil  conflict  that  overtook  our  nation.  He 
had  also  served  with  honor  in  many  political  offices 
of  trust;  and  was  actively  interested  in  educational 
matters,  serving  his  section  in  this  connection.  He 
also  took  a  deep  interest  in  fraternal  affairs,  and 
held  membership  in  various  organizations  that 
were  beneficial  to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the 
district.  The  family  came  from  Pittsburgh  to 
Bradford,  but  for  two  or  more  generations  had 
been  residents  of  Westmoreland  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Originally  an  agricultural  family,  the 
next  generation  followed  the  holy  calling  of  the 
ministry,  while  in  the  third  generation,  Major 
Hawkins  passed  a  long  and  useful  life  in  business 
pursuits. 

Thomas  Hawkins,  grandfather  of  Major  Adam 
Clarke  Hawkins,  settled  at  an  early  date  in  West¬ 
moreland  County,  on  a  farm  at  Youngstown,  where 
he  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  died,  and  is 
buried  in  the  Youngstown  cemetery  with  others 
of  his  family.  He  married,  November  29,  1803, 
Jane  Riley,  who  died  and  was  also  buried  in 
Youngstown.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of 
five  children:  1.  James,  born  October  13,  1804, 
married  Jane  Boyd.  2.  Matthew,  born  February 
17,  1806,  married  Mary  Boyd.  3.  Thomas,  born 
October  3,  1807,  was  an  itinerant  decorative 
painter,  who  finally  settled  in  Arkansas.  4.  David 
Riley,  of  whom  further.  5.  Ann,  born  June  27, 
1812,  married  Alex  Ross. 

David  Riley  Hawkins,  son  of  Thomas  and  Jane 
(Riley)  Hawkins,  was  born  at  Youngstown,  West¬ 
moreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  February  22, 
1810.  He  learned  the  tailor’s  trade,  and  continued 
in  his  native  town  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  He  then  began  studying  for  the 
ministry,  and  was  ordained,  joining  the  Pittsburgh 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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He  filled  many  charges,  most  acceptably,  his  last 
being  Asbury  Chapel  in  Pittsburgh.  He  died  in 
July,  1850,  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  He  was 
an  earnest,  faithful  minister  and  pastor,  greatly 
beloved  by  his  congregations  and  useful  in  his 
Master’s  cause.  He  was  a  Whig  in  his  politics, 
and  was  strongly  opposed  to  human  slavery.  He 
married  Charlotte  Boyd,  born  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Pennsylvania,  November  3,  1807,  died  in 
Pleasantville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1897.  She  was  a 
farmer’s  daughter,  a  faithful  and  devoted  Chris¬ 
tian,  and  a  great  help  to  her  husband  in  his 
pastoral  work.  She  remained  his  widow  twenty- 
nine  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  1.  Major  Adam  Clarke,  of  whom 
further.  2.  Richard  Watson,  born  in  Youngs¬ 
town,  Pennsylvania,  March  16,  1835,  now  deceased; 
he  followed  in  his  father’s  footsteps,  studied  the¬ 
ology  and  was  a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  he  married,  March 
19,  1856,  in  Pittsburgh,  Laura  H.  Smith,  who  died 
in  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  January,  1912,  leaving 
issue.  3.  Emma  Jane,  born  in  Canton,  Ohio, 
December  19,  1840,  died  in  Greenville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  married  George  Kerr  Anderson,  of 
Rochester,  Pennsylvania,  an  oil  producer  and  a 
prominent  public  man,  serving  as  State  Senator; 
their  children:  Lottie,  born  June  24,  i860;  Luella, 
born  August  8,  1861,  died  February  2,  1864; 
Emma  Laura,  born  May  8,  1863;  Olive,  born 
July  23,  1864.  4.  David  Riley,  born  in  Bridge- 

water,  Pennsylvania,  November  24,  1842,  died  in 
San  Francisco,  California;  he  served  in  the  Civil 
War,  later  becoming  an  oil  operator;  he  married, 
in  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  Harriet  Kirly,  who 
died  in  Philadelphia,  in  1911;  their  children:  Fred 
W.,  who  resided  in  New  Jersey;  and  Bessie,  who 
resided  in  New  York  City. 

Major  Adam  Clarke  Hawkins,  eldest  son  of 
David  Riley  and  Charlotte  (Boyd)  Hawkins,  was 
born  in  Youngstown,  Westmoreland  County, 
Pennsylvania,  September  23,  1833.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  but 
was  a  student  and  reader  all  through  his  early 
manhood  and  middle  life,  acquiring,  in  the  great 
school  of  experience,  an  education  that  bespoke 
him  the  cultured  and  refined  gentleman  that  he 
was.  His  first  position  in  the  business  world 
was  as  a  boy  of  thirteen  years,  in  a  store  at 
Freeport,  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  remained  for  three  years.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  became  a  salesman  for  the  large  iron  and 


machinery  house  of  Scafe  and  Atkinson,  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  He  later  became  bookkeeper  for  Young, 
Stevenson  &  Love,  a  Pittsburgh  firm.  He  had 
widely  improved  his  opportunities  during  these 
years,  and  built  up  a  good  reputation  as  a  trust¬ 
worthy,  capable  young  business  man.  He  then 
departed  from  land  employment,  and  worked  on 
the  river  boats  plying  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers  between  Pittsburgh  and  New  Orleans.  He 
continued  as  clerk  on  the  “Paul  Jones”  and  other 
river  boats  for  six  years,  and  then  located  in 
Rochester,  Pennsylvania,  becoming  again  a  mer¬ 
chant,  going  thence  to  New  Brighton,  Beaver 
County,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  same  business.  About 
1865  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  on  his  own  account,  and  continued  success¬ 
fully  until  1879,  when  he  disposed  of  his  Pitts¬ 
burgh  interests,  and  settled  in  Bradford,  and  began 
his  long  and  successful  career  as  an  oil  producer. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders  of  the 
Tide  Water  Oil  Pipe  Line  Company  and  had 
been  connected  with  many  of  the  corporate  oil 
enterprises  of  Bradford,  as  well  as  conducting 
large  private  operations.  He  later  retired  prac¬ 
tically  from  active  business,  and  viewed  with  satis¬ 
faction  a  long  and  well  spent  life  of  honorable 
activity.  His  commercial  career  had  only  been 
interrupted  by  his  service  during  the  Civil  War, 
when  he  was  with  the  9th  Pennsylvania  Regiment. 
He  was  an  active  Republican  all  his  life,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  among  the  founders  of  that  great 
party,  having  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
General  John  C.  Fremont.  He  served  with  honor 
in  many  political  offices  and  positions  of  trust, 
including  that  of  delegate  to  many  State  conven¬ 
tions,  and  alternate  and  regular  delegate  to  Na¬ 
tional  conventions  of  his  party.  Major  Hawkins 
took  an  active  interest  in  educational  matters  and 
was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Bradford 
School  Board,  being  also  for  a  long  continued 
period  of  years  president  of  that  board.  He  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  hav¬ 
ing  belonged  to  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commandery 
of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  and  Knights  Templar.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  His  clubs  were  the  Merchants’  and  the 
Country  Club  of  Bradford.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  died 
May  28,  1917. 

Major  Hawkins  married  (first),  January  10, 
1855,  Elizabeth  Stiles,  born  in  Rochester,  Penn- 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


379 


sylvania,  died  December,  1893,  daughter  of  John 
Stiles,  of  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  his 
wife,  Jane  (Pollock)  Stiles,  a  native  of  Allegheny 
County,  both  deceased.  He  married  (second), 
April  27,  1904,  Cora  Belle  Sweet,  born  at  Alfred 
Center,  New  York,  daughter  of  Dr.  Nathaniel 
Sweet,  a  practicing  physician.  Children  by  first 
marriage:  1.  Harry  Stiles,  born  May  14,  1857, 
later  in  charge  of  his  father’s  business;  he  married, 
May  11,  1880,  Elizabeth  Babbett,  born  November 
11,  1857,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Adam  Clarke,  horn  February  11,  1882,  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  oil  business  near  Sapulpa,  Oklahoma; 
and  Howard,  born  May  10,  1884,  died  February  11, 
1889.  2.  George  Kerr,  born  in  i860,  died  in 

Bradford,  in  1889,  unmarried. 

Major  Adam  Clarke  Hawkins  was  a  man  be¬ 
loved  by  all  who  came  into  close  association  with 
him,  and  he  had  earned  the  honored  esteem  of 
the  citizens  of  his  community  by  his  many  services 
and  kindnesses.  The  section  suffered  a  severe  loss 
when  he  was  taken  from  his  post,  and  he  is  held 
in  revered  memory  as  one  who  was  untiring  in 
lending  his  help  to  all  causes  that  were  for  the 
advance  of  the  section,  or  the  benefit  of  the  people. 
He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Cora  Belle 
(Sweet)  Hawkins,  who  resides  at  No.  9,  Chau¬ 
tauqua  Place,  Bradford,  Pennsylvania. 


CLYDE  WILLIAM  CRANMER— Well 
known  in  scholastic  and  educational  circles  in  his 
native  State,  Clyde  William  Cranmer  has  given  his 
active  years  to  this  field  of  endeavor.  He  was 
born  in  South  Williamsport  March  11,  1884,  the 
son  of  Jacob  S.  and  Anna  L.  Cranmer,  his  father 
for  many  years  engaged  in  the  insurance  and  real 
estate  business,  and  as  a  deputy  internal  revenue 
collector. 

Clyde  William  Cranmer  received  his  primary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  South  Williams¬ 
port,  attending  next  the  Lycoming  County  Normal 
School  at  Muncy,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1903.  Advanced  work  at  the  Susquehanna  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Selinsgrove  followed,  and  Mr.  Cranmer 
subsequently  entered  Bucknell  University  at  Lewis- 
burg,  receiving  from  this  institution  his  Ph.  B. 
degree  in  the  year  1910.  Later  he  attended  the 
graduate  school  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh. 
His  career  as  an  educator  has  been:  Teacher  in 
rural  schools,  Lycoming  County;  instructor  in  the 
South  Williamsport  High  School ;  principal  of 


Bloomsburg  Grade  School ;  instructor  in  the  Wil¬ 
liamsport  High  School;  instructor  in  the  Frank¬ 
lin  High  School,  Franklin;  and  later  principal  of 
this  latter,  and  he  is  at  present  the  superintendent 
of  the  public  schools  of  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Cranmer  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church;  and  he  belongs  to  the  following  as¬ 
sociations  and  fraternities:  National  Education 
Association,  Pennsylvania  State  Education  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Williamsport  Lodge,  No.  106,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons ;  Williamsport  Consistory,  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite ;  and  of  the  Amazon 
Lodge,  No.  662,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  of  Williamsport.  He  is  likewisei  a  member 
of  the  Kittanning  Rotary  Club;  the  Acacia  Club, 
of  Williamsport;  the  Lambda  Chi  Alpha,  Delta 
Zeta,  Bucknell  University,  and  the  Phi  Delta  Kappa 
Fraternity,  Xi  Chapter  No.  83,  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh. 

Mr.  Cranmer  married,  in  Williamsport,  April  21, 
1906,  Maude  Elizabeth  Fry,  daughter  of  William 
Field  and  Rebecca  Jane  Fry,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Clyde  Emerson,  who  was  born  September  16, 
1913- 


FRANK  ALFORD  BREAKIRON,  mechan¬ 
ical  superintendent  of  “The  Franklin  News- 
Herald,”  and  now  serving  as  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Franklin,  is  one  of  the  most  highly  regarded  cit¬ 
izens  of  that  vicinity.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas 
Porter  and  Hannah  (McCullough)  Breakiron,  the 
father  a  merchant. 

Frank  Alford  Breakiron  was  born  in  Meadville, 
Pennsylvania,  January  7,  1870.  He  attended  the 
elementary  and  high  schools  of  Meadville,  and  a 
technical  school  in  Chicago,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  printer.  After  following  this  trade  for 
a  number  of  years  in  lesser  positions,  Mr.  Break- 
iron  became  mechanical  superintendent  of  “The 
Franklin  News-PIerald,”  and  holds  this  post  at 
the  present  time.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Typo¬ 
graphical  Union  of  Franklin,  and  past  president  of 
this  local  union.  In  politics  Mr.  Breakiron  is  a 
Republican.  He  had  previously  served  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Council,  and  recently  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  mayor,  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  res¬ 
ignation  of  the  Hon.  E.  J.  Miller  (q.  v.),  who 
resigned  to  accept  the  appointment  of  the  postmas¬ 
tership  of  Franklin.  Although  Mr.  Breakiron  has, 
by  general  agreement,  made  a  splendid  mayor,  he 
is  not  a  candidate  for  reelection,  since  he  finds  the 
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office  requires  too  much  time  from  his  newspaper 
work,  which  he  feels  is  his  real  field.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  his  conduct  of  the  office  has  added  greatly  to 
his  reputation  as  one  of  the  most  public-spirited 
men  in  Franklin.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Breakiron  is 
affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  the  Encampment  of  Patriarchs  Militant  Re¬ 
beccas,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  he  holds  offices  in  all  of  these  orders. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  where 
his  wife  is  very  actively  engaged  in  church  work. 

Mr.  Breakiron  married,  in  Newport,  Kentucky, 
in  1896,  Carrie  Pfeifer,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Agatha  Pfeifer,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


ALBERT  L,  SHERIDAN — A  prominent 
factor  in  financial  matters  in  Kittanning,  and  rec¬ 
ognized  as  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the 
group  of  officials  who  represent  the  present-day 
interests  of  the  Armstrong  County  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  Mr.  Sheridan  is  an  able  and  valued  director 
of  the  affairs  of  this  institution.  While  his  posi¬ 
tion  is  that  of  assistant  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  company,  the  actual  work  of  operating  the 
bank  has  been  performed  by  him.  He  is  a>  son  of 
Hugh  D.  Sheridan,  of  Kittanning,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  business,  and  Sarah  A.  (Skelton) 
Sheridan,  of  Armstrong  County,  who  died  in  1921. 

Albert  L.  Sheridan  was  born  January  26,  1882, 
in  Armstrong  County,  where  he  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  St.  Vincent’s  College,  and  he  after¬ 
wards  attended  Mount  Union  College,  at  Alliance, 
Ohio.  He  began  his  active  career  in  the  employ 
of  various  concerns,  and  after  learning  the  car¬ 
penter’s  trade,  he  was  for  some  time  associated  in 
railroad  industry.  On  November  23,  1903,  Mr. 
Sheridan  was  first  employed  by  the  Armstrong 
County  Trust  Company  in  the  capacity  of  clerk 
and  general  utility  man,  and  die  has  very  capably 
served  in  various  positions  to  his  present  place 
as  first  assistant  secretary  and  treasurer. 

In  political  matters,  Mr.  Sheridan  favors  the 
Democratic  party,  though  he  has  not  sought  polit¬ 
ical  preferment.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  Knights  of  Columbus  as  treasurer  of  the  local 
council;  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks ;  and  with  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles, 
also  as  treasurer.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary 
Club,  the  Kittanning  Gun  and  Country  clubs;  and 
the  Kittanning  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  a 


communicant  of  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 


EMANUEL  M.  KETCHNER— The  practical 
interests  of  the  oil  fields  have  a  lifelong  sponsor 
and  expert  in  Mr.  Ketchner,  who  as  a  contract¬ 
ing  driller  and  oil  producer  at  Bradford,  has 
risen  through  the  various  gradations  of  experi¬ 
ence  in  a  business  in  which  from  time  to  time  he 
has  proven  his  constructive  abilities  and  those  of 
general  management.  He  was  born  and  bred  in 
the  center  of  much  of  the  greatest  activity  of  the 
oil-producing  country,  and  there  is  no  branch  of 
the  industry  with  which  he  has  not  made  himself 
completely  acquainted.  In  the  Christian  ministry 
of  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene,  he  is  devoted  to 
the  spiritual  interests  of  his  flock  associated  with 
that  denomination. 

A  son  of  Emanuel  M.  and  Anna  Weihonig 
Ketchner,  Emanuel  M.  Ketchner  was  born  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  1890,  at  Wellsville,  where  he  attended 
the  public  school.  Mr.  Ketchner  has  spent  his 
entire  life  in  the  oil  business;  he  began  his  career 
as  a  pumper  in  the  oil  fields,  then  as  a  rebuilder 
and  a  tool-dresser,  and  later  on  as  a  driller.  In 
fact,  he  started  from  the  bottom  and  built  his 
way  up.  As  a  contracting  driller  he  first  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  the  Allegheny  oil  fields  in  1913; 
and  removing  to  Bradford  in  1917,  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  there  for  a  short  time,  but  the  next  year, 
1918.  he  entered  into  the  contracting  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  owns  two  oil  well  leases, 
and  has  a  half  interest  in  another  lease,  his  hold¬ 
ings  being  highly  valued.  Mr.  Ketchner  is  active 
in  religious  work  at  Bradford.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene  at  Brad¬ 
ford,  in  1920,  and  has  been  the  minister  of  its 
congregation  since  the  spring  of  1924;  he  is  also 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  and 
teaches  a  class  of  boys. 

Emanuel  M.  Ketchner  married,  August  20,  1914, 
Mary  Marsh,  daughter  of  James  and  Henrietta 
Marsh,  of  Allegany  County,  New  York,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  Maxine  Ketchner;  and  Doro¬ 
thy  Ketchner.  The  family  resides  at  No.  86  Ben¬ 
nett  Street. 


ANDRIAS  WILHELM  PETERSON— Lud¬ 
low’s  mercantile  activities  for  years  have  found  in 
Mr.  Peterson  a  very  progressive  representative, 
his  store  being  a  landmark  in  this  section  of  the 
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State.  As  the  postmaster  of  Ludlow  also  for  a 
considerable  period,  as  a  public  official  of  signal 
abilities,  and  in  the  active  promotion  of  religious 
interests,  Mr.  Peterson  is  a  factor  of  vital  worth 
to  this  township  and  its  institutions. 

Andrias  Wilhelm  Peterson  was  born  May  6, 
1863,  in  Sweden,  and  coming  to  the,  United  States 
in  1887,  he  settled  at  Ludlow,  where  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  tannery.  He  continued  therein  for 
three  years,  when  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk  for 
J.  G.  Curtis  in  a  general  store  in  Ludlow  for  fif¬ 
teen  years,  thoroughly  learning  the  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness.  After  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of  hard¬ 
wood  lumber  for  seven  years  he  established  himself 
in  the  mercantile  business  on  his  own  account  in 
Ludlow,  where  he  is  to-day  the  leading  merchant 
in  this  part  of  McKean  County. 

A  Republican  in  his  political  affiliations,  Mr. 
Peterson  served  as  postmaster  of  Ludlow  for  eleven 
years,  receiving  his  appointment  from  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt.  He  has  also  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  School  Board,  and  was  road  supervisor 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Swedish  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  at  Ludlow,  and  in  its  progress  he  has 
taken  an  active  part,  having  been  secretary  of  the 
church  eleven  years,  and  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Peterson  married  (first),  in  Sweden,  Emma 
C.  Swanson,  their  children  being:  Joseph,  Simon, 
Benjamin,  and  Laura.  He  married  (second)  Han¬ 
nah  C.  Peterson,  and  their  children  are:  Lena, 
Margaret,  Lloyd,  Ernest,  and  Doris. 


JAMES  M.  HEIMBACH— The  story  of  the 
life  of  Dr.  James  M.  Heimbach  records  count¬ 
less  activities  and  accomplishments.  Dr.  Heim¬ 
bach  began  to  earn  his  living  as  a  school  teacher, 
but  after  a  few  years  in  pedagogical  work  real¬ 
ized  he  was  fit  timber  for  the  medical  field,  trained 
himself,  studied  in  order  to  achieve  his  new  ambi¬ 
tion,  and  is  to-day  a  veteran  and  recognized  physi¬ 
cian  of  McKean  County  and  particularly  of  Kane. 
He  has  headed  the  leading  homeopathic  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  State,  and  is  an  acknowledged  medical 
leader  all  through  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  James  M.  Heimbach  was  born  in  Berks 
County  December  14,  1869,  the  son  of  W.  and 
Caroline  (Gery)  Heimbach. 

The  future  doctor  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Berks  County  and  the  Pennsylvania  State  Nor¬ 
mal  College  in  Kutztown,  from  which  he  was 
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graduated  in  1881.  For  two  years  before  gradu¬ 
ation  he  taught  school  in  Herford  Town,  Berks 
County,  and  East  Greenville,  Montgomery  County, 
and  following  graduation  he  was  for  three  years 
in  the  Montgomery  County  School  system.  He 
also  taught  for  a  short  time  in  the  Perkiomen 
Seminary. 

Eventually  he  entered  the  Hahnemann  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1897  with  the  degrees  of  Doctor  of  Med¬ 
icine  and  Doctor  of  Homeopathic  Medicine. 

In  that  year  Dr.  Heimbach  began  practice  in 
Kane,  where  his  years  of  service  have  brought 
him  prominence,  skill  and  prosperity. 

In  1916  Dr.  Heimbach  was  president  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Homeopathy  Society,  and  in 
1924  he  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  National 
Physical  Therapeutic  Society.  He  is  a  member 
of  Kane  Lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ; 
Coudersport  Consistory,  Scottish  Rite  Masons ; 
Kane  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  the  Knapp 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of  Ridgway, 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  Zem  Zem  Temple,  An¬ 
cient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
Erie ;  of  the  Rotary  Club ;  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Kane  School  Board  for  six  years. 

Dr.  Heimbach  married  (first)  Ada  M.  Anders, 
in  1899,  who  died  in  1908,  leaving  two  children: 
1.  James  Alvin.  2.  Howard.  Married  (second) 
Sarah  Ann  Hollis,  with  whom  he  has  one  son, 
William  Webster. 


CHARLES  E.  MEALS — A  business  execu¬ 
tive  and  builder  whose  success  has  carried  far  be¬ 
yond  the  confines  of  Armstrong  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  is  Charles  E.  Meals,  vice-president  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Kittanning  Limestone  Com¬ 
pany.  His  career  is  a  typical  American  career. 
He  was  born  in  Armstrong  County,  April  16,  1872, 
son  of  William  M.  Meals,  a  farmer  of  Butler 
County,  Pennsylvania,  who  died  in  1900.  His 
mother  was  Lucretia  A.  (Jack)  Meals,  of  Butler 
County,  who  died  in  1913. 

Mr.  Meals  attended  the  public  schools  and  Slate 
Lick  Academy.  He  taught  school  for  six  years, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  indus¬ 
try,  such  as  farming;  afterwards  he  became  the 
owner  of  several  coal  mines  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Kittanning.  From  1906  to  1912  he  was  county 
commissioner  of  Armstrong  County.  From  1912 
to  1920  he  was  superintendent  of  State  highways 
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for  Armstrong  County.  In  1919  he  became  one 
of  the  organizers  and  vice-president  of  the  Kit¬ 
tanning  I.imestone  Company,  and  he  has  continued 
in  that  office  to  the  present  time ;  he  also  was  made 
general  manager.  The  Kittanning  Limestone 
Company  was  organized  by  a  group  of  men  in 
Armstrong  County  for  the  purpose  of  mining  and 
manufacturing  limestone  and  its  products.  Its 
plant  is  located  about  one  mile  and  a  half  north  of 
Kittanning,  and  comprises  about  four  hundred 
acres  of  land.  The  company  employs  upwards  of 
one  hundred  persons,  and  its  products  are  sent  to 
all  points  within  a  radius  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles.  The  growth  of  the  business  has  been  grad¬ 
ual  but  steady,  beginning  with  five  carloads  a  day 
and  increasing  to  twenty  car  loads,  its  output  at 
the  present  time  (1925).  The  officers  are:  Presi¬ 
dent,  Chambers  Trick;  vice-president  and  general 
manager,  Charles^  E.  Meals ;  and  treasurer,  L.  G. 
Bonstein.  Mr.  Meals  is  also  president  of  the  Kit¬ 
tanning  Telephone  Company. 

Mr.  Meals  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  244,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons ;  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chap¬ 
ter;  Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No.  1,  Knights 
Templar;  of  Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite;  of  Syria  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine ;  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  of  the  Benev¬ 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks ;  is  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  tha  Rotary  Club;  a  director  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce;  and  a  member  of  the  Kittan¬ 
ning  Country  Club.  He  is  a  member  of  the  official 
board  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Meals  was  married,  in  1904,  to  Cora  V.  Mil¬ 
ler,  of  East  Franklin,  Armstrong  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  She  is  the  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Edith  M.  (King)  Miller.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meals 
are  the  parents  of  Charles  G.  Meals,  born  No¬ 
vember  4,  1906;  and  of  Ida  V.  Meals,  born  De¬ 
cember  5,  1908.  Mr.  Meals  is  a  member  of  the 
committee  for  the  new  transcontinental  coast  to 
coast  road  known  as  the  Benjamin  Franklin  High¬ 
way  for  vehicular  traffic ;  and  ever  has  been  a 
leader  in  progressive  work.  His  business  adclress 
is  the  Safe  Deposit  Building,  Kittanning,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 


GUY  SEDGWICK  VOGAN,  a  leading  phy¬ 
sician  of  Kane  and  a  captain  in  the  Officers’  Re¬ 
serve  Corps  of  the  United  States  Army,  was  born 
in  Clintonville,  Pennsylvania,  September  9,  1891, 


the  son  of  Edward  F.  Vogan,  a  merchant,  and 
Josephine  (Hoffman)  Vogan. 

Dr.  Vogan  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  Sandy  Lake,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  he  was  graduated  from  the  college 
at  Grove  City,  and  from  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  the  latter  institution  giving  him  his  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1916. 

He  served  as  interne  in  the  Allegheny  General 
Hospital  for  two  years,  and  since  1921,  has  been  in 
general  practice  in  Kane. 

During  the  World  War  Dr.  Vogan  was  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  United  States 
Army,  and  he  served  in  base  hospital  No.  70  in 
France,  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces 
for  one  year.  He  is  now  a  captain  in  the  Officers’ 
Reserve  Corps. 

Dr.  Vogan  is  a  member  of  Acacia  Lodge,  in 
Marionville,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ; 
and  of  the  Phi  Rho  Sigma  fraternity,  medical  so¬ 
ciety.  His  church  is  the  Presbyterian,  of  Kane. 

Dr.  Vogan  married  Hazel  Whitehead,  of  Irwin, 
Pennsylvania,  October  16,  1919.  They  have  two 
children:  1.  Josephine  Elizabeth.  2.  James 

Whitehead. 


LLOYD  I.  FOSTER — Three  generations  of 
the  Foster  family  have  been  well  known  and  sub¬ 
stantial  citizens  in  McKean  County.  They  have 
been  farmers  and  manufacturers,  and  since  the 
beginning  of  the  industry  have  been  identified  with 
oil  production.  Lloyd  I.  Foster  is  well  known 
among  the  oil  producers  with  home  and  business 
headquarters  at  Bradford. 

About  1840  David  E.  Foster,  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  and  grandfather  of  Lloyd  I.  Foster, 
established  his  family  home  at  Lewis  Run,  in  Mc¬ 
Kean  County,  Pennsylvania  spending  his  life 
there  as  a  farmer.  His  son,  George  W.  Foster, 
has  spent  his  life  in  the  Lewis  Run  community,  a 
farmer  for  some  years,  then  a  brick  manufac¬ 
turer  and  later  interested  in  the  oil  industry.  His 
connection  with  the  oil  industry  came  about 
through  the  fact  that  the  first  producing  oil  wells 
south  of  Bradford,  were  drilled  on  his  farm.  He 
still  occupies  the  old  homestead  at  Lewis  Run. 
He  married  Sarah  A.  Ingoldsby,  a  daughter  of 
Maynard  Ingoldsby.  They  were  the  parents  of 
Lloyd  I.  Foster,  of  whom  further. 

Lloyd  I.  Foster,  son  of  George  W.  and  Sarah 
A.  (Ingoldsby)  Foster,  born  at  Lewis  Run,  March 
12,  1884,  attended  school  at  Lewis  Run,  and  at 
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Bradford;  as  a  youth  he  acquired,  under  his 
father  and  uncle,  C.  E.  Foster,  a  thorough  work¬ 
ing  familiarity  with  the  manufacture  of  brick. 
His  chief  business  activities,  however,  have  been 
in  the  oil  industry  in  the  field  south  of  Bradford. 
He  also  has  investments  in  the  oil  centers  of 
Warren  and  Allen  counties,  Kentucky.  Mr.  Fos¬ 
ter  is  affiliated  with  the  Otsiningo  Lodge,  No.  435, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Otsiningo  Consist¬ 
ory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite ;  Kalurah 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine;  all  of  Binghamton,  New  York. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  is  teacher  of  a  boys’  class  in  the  Sun¬ 
day  School,  and  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School. 

Mr.  Foster  married,  April  14,  1907,  Minnie 
Gertrude  Wakelee,  whose  father,  John  W.  Wak- 
elee,  was  a  native  of  Rochester,  New  York,  and 
became  identified  with  the  oil  business  at  Bolivar, 
New  York,  and  later  at  Pithole,  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster  have  a  family  of  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Lloyd  R.,  Marion  D.,  Gerald  W.;  Paul  I., 
and  Harry  L. 

The  family  residence  is  at  No.  600  Main  Street, 
Bradford. 


WILLIAM  A.  FOSTER — In  the  community 
of  Lewis  Run,  McKean  County,  where  he  was 
born  and  grew  up,  and  where  his  family  has 
lived  since  pioneer  times,  William  A.  Foster  has 
utilized  his  opportunities  to  good  purpose  as  a 
farmer  and  oil  producer  and  for  many  years  has 
been  regarded  as  one  of  that  locality’s  most  sub¬ 
stantial  citizens. 

He  was  born  on  a  farm  where  he  now  lives  at 
Lewis  Run,  1854.  His  grandfather  Allen  Foster 
came  from  New  York  and  settled  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness  of  the  Lewis  Run  community,  acquiring  a 
tract  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  and  by  his  own 
efforts  cutting  the  timber  and  clearing  it  away, 
making  the  soil  available  for  agriculture.  The 
nearest  mill  during  the  early  residence  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  here  was  at  Olean,  and  all  transportation  was 
by  ox  cart.  Allen  Foster  married  Patience  Earl, 
and  they  had  a  family  of  children  named  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Ann,  who  married  Jacob  Lewis;  Ephraim, 
who  died  at  Lewis  Run;  Charlotte,  who  became 
the  wife  of  William  Hood;  David,  Isaac,  and 
Eli,  all  of  whom  spent  their  lives  at  Lewis  Run; 
and  William,  of  whom  further. 

William  Foster,  son  of  Allen  and  Patience 


(Earl)  Foster,  was  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
but  from  early  childhood  lived  at  Lewis  Run,  and 
as  a  man  acquired  part  of  the  homestead  and 
devoted  his  active  career  to  farming.  He 
reached  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 
His  wife,  Mary  E.  Hopkins,  a  daughter  of  Peleg 
Hopkins,  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-one.  Their 
three  children  were:  William  A.,  of  whom 
further;  Estella,  wife  of  Samuel  Kelly,  of  Lewis 
Run;  and  Asa,  deceased. 

William  A.  Foster,  son  of  William  and  Mary 
E.  (Hopkins)  Foster,  while  a  boy  on  the  farm, 
attended  public  schools  during  the  winter  months 
and  gave  the  benefit  of  his  labor  to  his  father 
until  he  was  twenty-two.  Since  then  he  has  been 
farming  independently,  using  a  portion  of  the 
homestead  land  that  has  been  in  the  family  for 
three  generations.  He  is  one  of  the  capable  men 
in  the  agricultural  life  of  that  rich  and  prosperous 
community  and  since  the  discovery  of  oil  on  his 
own  farm  has  been  one  of  the  important  individ¬ 
ual  producers  in  this  field.  Mr.  Foster  has  served 
several  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  of 
Lafayette  Township;  is  interested  in  all  local 
welfare  projects  and  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church. 

He  married,  December  25,  1877,  Elizabeth 
Emons,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Kirk¬ 
land)  Emons.  To  their  marriage  were  bom  the 
following  children:  Frank,  who  married  Flor¬ 
ence  Ives,  and  lives  at  Bradford;  Estella,  wife  of 
Thomas  Cannon,  a  merchant  of  Lewis  Run; 
Earl,  who  married  Clara  Venorta  and  lives  at 
Middletown,  New  York;  Norman,  who  married 
Lena  McKensie  and  lives  at  Aiken,  Pennsylvania; 
and  Harold,  who  married  Marion  Salsbury,  and 
lives  at  Lewis  Run. 


EARL  EUGENE  GARDNER— One  of  the 

prominent  business  men  of  Ridgway,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  is  Earl  Eugene  Gardner.  For  many  years 
Mr.  Gardner  was  associated  with  his  father,  James 
Knox  Gardner,  in  lumbering  and  banking  activ¬ 
ities,  though  in  recent  years  the  former  were  very 
largely  eliminated,  and  since  his  father’s  death, 
July  17,  1924,  he  has  continued  the  same  business 
interest.  Mr.  Gardner  belongs  to  a  family  that 
has  been  intimately  identified  with  the  development 
of  Ridgway  and  Elk  County. 

His  grandfather,  Nelson  Gardner,  came  to  the 
vicnity  from  Potter  County  at  an  early  date,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  skilled  professional  hunters 
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of  that  section  in  the  days  before  meat  markets, 
when  most  of  tlv*  townspeople  depended  upon  such 
hunters  for  their  supply  of  meat.  Nelson  Gard¬ 
ner  was  particularly  renowned  as  a  destroyer  of 
wolves,  panthers  and  other  wild  beasts,  and  he 
killed  hundreds  of  deer,  many  of  which  he  shipped 
to  New  York. 

John  Knox  Gardner,  son  of  Nelson  Gardner, 
and  father  of  Earl  E.  Gardner,  was  born  in  Ridg- 
way  Township,  February  26,  1847.  He  was  a 
lumberman  and  floated  his  timber  in  rafts  down  to 
Pittsburgh,  where  it  was  sold  to  saw  mills  along 
the  Allegheny  and  Ohio  rivers,  and  he  also  con¬ 
ducted  a  small  farm  on  thq  Montmorenci  Road  at 
the  same  time.  He  was  later  associated  with  John 
G.  Hall  in  the  lumber  and  saw  mill  business  on 
a  large  scale  at  Hallton,  Elk  County,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Hall  &  Gardner,  and  in  the  course  of 
time  W.  H.  Hyde  entered  the  firm,  which  then 
became  Hall,  Gardner  &  Company.  They  built 
the  Clarion  River  Railroad,  which  consisted  of 
about  twenty  miles  of  track  and  connected  the 
railroad  with  Carman  and  Croyland,  thus  pro¬ 
viding  a  rail  outlet.  John  Knox  Gardner  had  per¬ 
sonal  charge  of  operations  in  the  forest  and  at 
the  mills  and  also  supervised  the  marketing  of  the 
lumber.  By  his  energy  and  thrift  he  accumu¬ 
lated  a  large  fortune.  He  served  as  county  com¬ 
missioner,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Elk  County  National  Bank.  He  married  Ophelia 
M.  Fitch,  born  in  Portage,  New  York,  in  1855, 
who  is  still  living. 

Earl  Eugene  Gardner,  son  of  John  Knox  and 
Ophelia  M.  (Fitch)  Gardner,  was  born  in  Ridg- 
way,  May  17,  1881.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  and  the  Ridgway  High  School,  after 
which  he  studied  for  a  time  in  the  medical  school 
of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  took  a  special 
business  course  in  the  Bryant  and  Stratton  Busi¬ 
ness  College,  in  1902.  He  then  became  associ¬ 
ated  with  his  father  in  lumbering  and  banking 
activities,  and  has  been  active  ever  since,  but  has 
within  recent  years  emphasized  the  banking  and 
eliminated  the  lumbering  end  of  the  business.  Mr. 
Gardner  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Elk  County  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  and  was  active  on  all  the  Liberty 
Loan  drives  during  the  World  War.  He  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club,  the 
Elk  Country  Club,  the  Elk  County  Manufac¬ 
turers’  Association,  the  Blackstone  Club  of  Buf- 


alo,  and  the  Young  Men’s  Social  Club  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  In  politics  Mr.  Gardner  is  an  independent 
voter,  and  his  religious  connections  are  with  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ridgway. 

Mr.  Gardner  married,  at  St.  Mary’s,  August  15, 
1907,  Catherine  L.  Seicker,  of  St.  Mary’s,  born 
October  28,  1883,  daughter  of  John  L.  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Seicker,  the  father  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardner  have  two  children : 
James  Knox,  born  at  Ridgway  August  2,  1909, 
and  John  Dwight,  born  at  Ridgway  May  7,  1917. 


JAMES  BOYERSMITH  was  born  in  Mead- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  September  6,  1867,  son  of 
Joseph  Bernard  and  Katherine  (Houser)  Boyer- 
smith,  grandson  of  John  Boyersmith.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Meadville,  and 
early  showed  a  marked  gift  for  mechanics,  in 
which  he  displayed  skill  amounting  almost  to 
genius.  His  whole  business  life,  therefore,  has 
been  spent  as  a  mechanic,  for  which  he  has  always 
shown  signal  aptitude,  and  he  is  an  expert  in  his 
trade,  employed  by  the  Venango  Manufacturing 
Company.  He  is  a  man  thoroughly  dependable  in 
completing  or  supervising  the  most  complicated 
type  of  machinery;  likeable  in  all  his  relations; 
and  a  good  citizen.  His  political  affiliations  are 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
all  the  branches  of  Masonry.  He  is  enrolled  in 
the  Washington  Club.  A  communicant  of  the 
First  Methodist  Church,  he  is  a  loyal  and  helpful 
member. 

Mr.  Boyersmith  married,  in  Franklin,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  on  October  10,  1894,  Mary  Heasley,  born 
on  January  26,  1873,  in  that  city,  daughter  of  a 
prominent  business  man  and  public  official,  Lyle 
Cyrus  Heasley  and  his  wife,  Rebecca  Ann  (Mc¬ 
Mullen)  Heasley  (see  following  biography).  Mrs. 
Boyersmith  is  active,  also,  in  town  affairs,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Woman’s  Club,  of  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  and  of  the  Monday  Evening  Musi- 
cale.  She  is  likewise  an  active  member  of  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  where  she  is  president  of  the 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Boyersmith  are  the  parents  of  three  daugh¬ 
ters  :  1.  Helen  Margaret,  born  December  14,  1898, 
who  married,  on  May  19,  1923,  William  Hamlin 
Bosworth.  2.  Sara  Katherine,  born  July  31,  1902, 
who  graduated  from  the  Indiana  State  Normal 
School  and  is  teaching  at  Oil  City.  3.  Mary  Ellen, 
who  was  born  June  17,  1904,  graduated  from  the 
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Clarion  State  Normal  School,  and  is  teaching  at 
Kittanning. 

LYLE  CYRUS  HEASLEY— One  of  the  best 
known  citizens  of  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  Lyle 
Cyrus  Heasley,  for  more  than  sixty  years  was 
identified  with  the  progress  of  that  city  in  busi¬ 
ness  and  civic  phases.  He  was  born  in  Cranberry 
Township  on  May  4,  1835,  son  of  John  and  Han¬ 
nah  (Kaiser)  Heasley,  pioneer  settlers  in  the 
county.  He  was  educated  at  Franklin  Academy, 
and  began  his  business  career  as  a  merchant,  deal¬ 
ing  in  groceries,  meat  and  general  merchandise,  in 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania.  This  occupation  he  fol¬ 
lowed  until  his  retirement  from  business  in  1905. 
He  found  time,  however,  for  much  active  public 
service.  In  1864-65  he  held  the  post  of  United 
States  revenue  collector  for  this  district ;  he  was 
elected  county  commissioner  in  1882,  at  which  he 
served  for  four  years.  Mr.  Heasley  was  elected 
to  the  first  Council  Franklin  had  following  its  or¬ 
ganization  as  a  city,  and  followed  his  first  term 
with  several  subsequent  ones,  as  well  as  serving 
as  an  alderman  for  some  years.  Mr.  Heasley 
organized  and  worked  with  the  First  Ward  Fire 
Department,  the  first  volunteer  fire-fighting  or¬ 
ganization  in  the  city.  He  was  a  staunch  Repub¬ 
lican.  For  years  he  was  among  the  leaders  in  civic 
developments  and  supported  all  movements  in  social 
welfare.  He  and  his  wife  were  probably  the  oldest 
couple  enrolled  as  members  of  the  First  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  they  had  be¬ 
longed  for  more  than  sixty  years.  Mr.  Heasley 
was  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  He  died  on  May  15,  1918. 

Mr.  Heasley  married,  on  December  16,  1857,  Re¬ 
becca  Ann  McMullen,  of  Polk.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Heasley  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren  :  Oliver,  living  in  Alexandria,  Indiana ;  Wal¬ 
ter  L.,  residing  in  Los  Angeles,  California;  Mrs. 
William  F.  Miller,  residing  in  Oil  City;  Mary, 
who  married  James  Boyersmith  (see  preceding  bi¬ 
ography)  ;  and  Sarah,  residing  in  Franklin. 

The  ability  and  lofty  guiding  principles  of  Mr. 
Heasley’s  life  in  all  his  business  and  civic  pur¬ 
suits  won  for  him  the  respect  of  the  community. 
His  kindly  social  charm  and  his  loyalty  brought 
him  a  host  of  friends,  and  he  was  the  center  of  a 
happy  home  and  a  loving  family.  He  typifies 
those  fine  early  Americans  who  helped  to  build 
the  United  States  on  such  firm  foundations. 


GEORGE  H.  BURNS,  SR.— In  lifelong  as¬ 
sociation  with  State  and  National  insurance  in¬ 
terests,  and  particularly  with  the  present  day  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  agency  work  of  insurance  in  this 
State  and  county,  Mr.  Burns,  head  of  the  insur¬ 
ance  and  real  estate  business  of  George  H.  Burns 
&  Son,  in  Kittanning,  has  also  devoted  a  consid¬ 
erable  share  of  his  gifts  of  organization  and  main¬ 
tenance  to  the  further  upbuilding  of  federated 
matters  in  behalf  of  insurance  agents’  associations 
and  the  representatives  of  the  great  corporations 
engaging  in  the  insurance  business  of  to-day.  He 
is  a  son  of  James  Bovard  Burns,  a  farmer,  who 
was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  who  died  in  1884, 
and  Sarah  (Riley)  Burns,  of  Clarion,  in  this 
State,  who  died  in  1910. 

George  H.  Burns,  Sr.,  was  born  July  12,  1873, 
in  Clarion,  and  attended  the  public  schools,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  Normal  School.  Engag¬ 
ing  in  the  business  of  real  estate  and  insurance,  he 
has  become  a  prominent  factor  in  the  organized 
work  of  the  insurance  agent,  holding  the  office  of 
President  of  the  Insurance  Agents’  Association  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  also  a  past  president  of  the 
Armstrong  County  Insurance  Men’s  Association, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Insurance  Federation  of  Pennsylvania.  In  the 
general  business  affairs  of  Kittanning,  Mr.  Burns 
has  an  active  share  as  director  both  of  the  Mer¬ 
chants’  National  Bank  and  the  Kittanning  Supply 
Company.  A  Republican  in  his  political  allegiance, 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Kittanning  by 
President  Woodrow  Wilson,  and  he  has  also  held 
the  position  of  tax  collector.  During  the  World 
War  he  was  chairman  of  the  thrift  stamp  move¬ 
ment. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Burns  is  affiliated  with  the 
Masons,  and  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite, 
thirty-second  degree ;  he  is  a  Past  Commander 
of  the  Knights  of  Malta;  a  member  of  the  Mac¬ 
cabees  and  Ben  Hur;  and  also  of  the  Kittanning 
Rotary  Club,  the  Country  Club,  and  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  is  prominent  in  the 
various  boards  of  the  church  at  Kittanning. 

George  H.  Burns,  Sr.,  married,  in  July,  1896, 
Elva  G.  Goodwin,  of  Clarion  County,  daughter  of 
Henry  M.  and  Mary  Jane  (Doty)  Goodwin,  and 
their  children  are :  Bernice  B.,  who  married  Leslie 
R.  House;  George  H.,  Jr.,  a  biography  of  whom 
follows ;  and  Almeda  G. 
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GEORGE  H.  BURNS,  JR.— In  the  directing 
and  official  interests  of  State  and  county  realty  and 
insurance  bodies,  Mr.  Burns  is  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
fluential  factors  of  executive  leadership,  and  his 
appointment  to  responsible  office  is  solely  the  re¬ 
sult  of  his  proven  personal  abilities  in  a  field  for 
which  he  had  received  a  special  training,  and  in  the 
conduct  of  whose  affairs  to  success  he  is  emi¬ 
nently  fitted.  In  the  general  business  of  real  es¬ 
tate  and  insurance  dealings,  with  his  headquarters 
in  Kittanning,  he  is  widely  acknowledged  as  one 
of  the  best  informed  men  engaged  therein.  He  is 
a  son  of  George  H.  and  Elva  G.  (Goodwin)  Burns 
(see  preceding  biography). 

George  H.  Burns,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Kittanning, 
where  he  attended  the  public  and  the  high  schools, 
and  he  was  then  graduated  from  Culver  Military 
Academy,  after  which  he  attended  Staunton  Mili¬ 
tary  Academy,  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  uncompleted 
courses.  He  began  his  business  career  in  associ¬ 
ation  with  his  father  in  insurance  and  real  estate 
activities,  and  his  partnership  to-day  is  with  the 
well-known  firm  of  George  H.  Burns  &  Son.  His 
business  affiliations  in  official  capacity  with  those 
organizations  to  which  he  has  given  his  life’s  best 
service  are  with  the  Pennsylvania  Realty  Associ¬ 
ation,  of  which  he  is  past  State  treasurer;  the 
Armstrong  County  Insurance  Agents’  Association, 
of  which  he  is  president ;  the  Armstrong  County 
Real  Estate  Board,  of  which  he  is  secretary;  the 
Insurance  Department  of  Armstrong  County,  of 
which  he  is  general  secretary  and  examiner  for  the 
Insurance  Department;  and  he  is  now  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Real  Estate'  Association; 
and  director  of  the  Pennsylvania  Insurance  Agents’ 
Association.  He  is  a  Republican  in  political  life, 
and  with  his  vote  and  influence  he  supports  the 
principles  of  that  party,  though  he  has  not  sought 
the  preferments  of  political  office. 

During  the  World  War  Mr.  Burns  was  active  in 
all  matters  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  Gov¬ 
ernment;  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Officers’ 
Reserve  Corps,  and  was  at  the  head  of  a  company 
of  cadets  as  their  instructor.  His  fraternal  affili¬ 
ations  are  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the 
Knights  of  Malta.  He  was  the  organizer  of  the 
Kiwanis  Club  in  Kittanning ;  and  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Kittanning  Country  Club,  the  Kittanning 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Alumni  Associ¬ 


ation  of  Staunton  Military  Academy.  His  re¬ 
ligious  faith  is'  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


EARL  ANDREW  ROSE,  D.  D.  S.— The 

door  of  opportunity  has  swung  wide  in  Leechburg 
to  its  leading  dental  surgeon  of  the  present  gen¬ 
eration,  Dr.  Earl  Andrew  Rose,  who  has  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  with  a  zeal  ac¬ 
cording  to  knowledge.  Though  he  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  his  own  office  not  quite  two  years,  the 
people  of  the  community  have  learned  that  they 
have  in  their  midst  a  dentist  who  possesses  the  na¬ 
tive  requisite  of  mechanical  ability  plus  the  finish 
acquired  in  a  well-known  dental  school  of  a  lead¬ 
ing  university  of  this  State.  The  net  result  is  the 
gathering  of  a  considerable  number  of  patients  of 
the  discriminating  type  to  Dr.  Rose’s  office.  When 
recalled  to  mind  that  he  is  a  native  son  of  Leech¬ 
burg,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  his  friends  and 
neighbors  would  be  most  practically  interested  in 
helping  him  achieve  the  success  which  already  is 
attending  his  services. 

Earl  Andrew  Rose  was  born  in  Leechburg, 
Pennsylvania,  July  25,  1897,  the  son  of  Andrew  C. 
and  Sarah  Jane  (Girinder)  Rose,  his  father  being 
a  mail  clerk  in  the  Post  Office  Department.  His 
elementary  and  grade  and  high  school  training  was 
received  in  the  public  schools  of  Leechburg.  The 
dental  profession  having  been  made  his  objective, 
he  bent  his  studies  most  earnestly  in  that  direction, 
and  entered  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  dental 
department,  whence  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1923  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Sur¬ 
gery.  In  the  following  year  he  started  practice 
in  Leechburg. 

Dr.  Rose  is  of  the  Republican  political  faith. 
During  the  World  War  he  served  the  United  States 
Government  as  a  member  of  the  navy.  He  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
His  religious  association  is  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Dr.  Rose  has  his  dental  office 
at  No.  249*4  Market  Street,  and  his  residence  at 
No.  373  Main  Street,  Leechburg. 


ARTHUR  T.  THOMPSON,  JR.,  publisher, 
editor  and  general  manager  of  the  Ridgway 
■‘Record,”  Elk  County’s  most  influential,  .most 
prominent  and  most  prosperous  daily,  and  manager 
of  the  Ridgway  Publishing  Company’s  job  print- 
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ing  department,  is  one  of  the  best  knows  news¬ 
paper  men  in  the  home  daily  field  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  enjoys  high  distinction  in  Elk  County  and  its 
county  seat,  Ridgway,  where  he  is  a  foremost  cit¬ 
izen.  Air.  Thompson’s  paper  is  the  only  Repub¬ 
lican  daily  in  Elk  County,  and  is  the  leading  Re¬ 
publican  organ  in  the  county,  and  its  publisher 
and  editor  is  a  power  in  the  circulating  area  of  the 
“Record.'’  Highly  respected  by  his  fellow  citizens, 
Air.  Thompson  has  a  popularity  in  Ridgway  that 
is  extended  to  tew.  He  edits  his  paper  without 
bias,  and  has  leen  instrumental  in  the  growth  of 
his  community.  He  is  active  in  social,  fraternal 
and  athletic  affairs,  and  has  prominence  in  many 
fields. 

Arthur  T.  Thompson,  Jr.,  the  son  of  Arthur  T. 
and  Mary  Jane  (Pashley)  Thompson,  both  natives 
of  England,  was  born  in  Derby,  England,  Novem¬ 
ber  21,  1884,  and  was  brought  at  the  age 
of  five,  in  1889,  to  this  country  by  his  par¬ 
ents.  The  senior  Thompson,  an  accountant  by 
profession,  was  employed  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  system  for  many  years,  and  for  two  years 
was  station  agent  at  Sterling  Run,  Cameron 
County.  Since  resignng  his  post  with  the  railroad 
he  has  been  auditor  of  the  Elk  Tanning  Com¬ 
pany,  with  offices  both  in  Williamsport  and  in 
Ridgway.  He  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  the 
county  capital.  His  son  entered  the  public  schools 
of  Williamsport,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Williamsport  High  School  in  1906.  He  com¬ 
pleted  his  education  by  taking  a  commercial  course 
in  the  Potts  Shorthand  College,  in  Willamsport. 
Here  he  gained  the  first  essential  for  newspaper 
work — that  of  learning  the  use  of  the  typewriter. 
His  first  employment  in  the  journalistic  field  was 
as  a  reporter  on  the  Williamsport  “Sun,”  and  with 
this  experience  he  was  able  to  accept  the  positon 
of  city  editor  of  the  Ridgway  “Record”  in  1911. 
This  position  he  held  from  that  year  to  1917,  and 
so  ably  did  he  discharge  its  duties  that  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  editor  and  general  manager  of  the  paper, 
and  in  the  journalistic  usage  of  the  term  he  is 
publisher  as  well  as  editor  and  manager,  with  con¬ 
trol  over  the  editorial,  business  and  jobbing  de¬ 
partments.  The  Ridgway  “Record”  has  only  one 
rival  in  the  daily  field  in  Elk  County — the  “St. 
Mary’s  Press,”  an  independent  paper,  in  a  borough 
larger  than  the  county  seat,  and  yet  with  a  cir¬ 
culation  that  is  nearly  one-third  that  of  the  “Rec¬ 
ord.”  The  Ridgway  “Record”  goes  into  nearly 


3,000  homes  in  Ridgway  and  the  county,  an 
achievement  for  which  credit  is  due  to  Mr. 
Thompson. 

Air.  Thompson  is  a  staunch  Republican.  He 
is  a  member  of  Ridgway  Lodge,  Independent  Or¬ 
der  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Elk  Country  Club,  the 
Elk  County  Club,  the  Ridgway  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  the  Ridgway  Retail  Merchants’  Asso¬ 
ciation.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Ricigway.  Mr.  Thompson  is  un¬ 
married. 


FRANK  EDWARD  HEDLEY — As  manager 
of  the  real  estate  department  of  the  Franklin  Trust 
Company,  Frank  E.  Hedley  plays  a  prominent 
part  in  the  business  life  of  Franklin,  and  although 
one  of  the  younger  men  in  his  field,  has  already 
made  a  place  of  his  own  in  the  city  life.  He  is  the 
son  of  Edward  Misken  and  Mary  Helen  (Bowron) 
Hedley,  the  father  of  English  birth,  a  supervising 
expert. 

Frank  Edward  Hedley  was  born  in  Elizabeth, 
New  Jersey,  July  27,  1895.  He  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  New  York  City.  After  leaving 
school  Mr.  Hedley  read  law  with  J.  S.  Carmichael, 
and  then  became  manager  of  the  real  estate  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Franklin  Trust  Company,  in  which 
position  he  has  had  marked  success.  During  the 
World  War  Mr.  Hedley  was  in  the  service  in  the 
112th  Infantry,  and  at  28th  Division  Headquarters. 
He  is  affiliated,  fraternally,  with  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Royal  Ar¬ 
canum;  is  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis,  Franklin,  and 
Wanango  Country  clubs,  and  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church;  and  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 

Mr.  Hedley  married,  in  Meadville,  July  19,  1923, 
Georgie  Hazel  (Kurtz)  Jones,  daughter  of  George 
and1  Annis  Kurtz.  There  is  one  child,  Ruth  Annis 
Jones,  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Hedley  by  a  former 
marriage. 


HARRY  V.  HERLINGER— At  the  head  of 
the  public  schools  of  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  as  su¬ 
perintendent,  is  Harry  V.  Herlinger,  a  native  of 
the  neighborhood,  where  he  has  passed  the  larger 
part  of  his  life.  Mr.  Herlinger  was  born  April 
29,  1891,  in  Indiana  County,  the  son  of  Fred  Her¬ 
linger,  a  contractor  and  builder,  who  was  born  in 
the  county,  and  of  Matilda  Odell  (Robertson) 
Herlinger,  of  West  Virginia,  his  wife.  Mr.  Her¬ 
linger  was  educated  first  in  the  public  schools  of 
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Indiana,  and  passscd  from  there  to  Grove  City 
College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1913,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy. 
He  pursued  his  studies  in  pedagogy  at  Columbia 
College,  where  he  took  a  post-graduate  course. 
He  began  his  career  as  a  teacher  at  Blairsville, 
Pennsylvania,  and  continued  there  for  four  years. 
At  the  end  of  the  engagement  in  Blairsville,  Mr. 
Herlinger  returned  to  Indiana  and  was  principal 
of  the  Indiana  High  School  for  three  years.  He 
was  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Latrobe,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  for  the  two  succeeding  years,  and  since 
1922  he  has  been  superintendent  of  schools  in  In¬ 
diana.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics;  a  member 
of  Lodge  No.'  313,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  of 
Gourgas  Lodge  of  Perfection,  of  Pittsburgh;  and 
of  the  Kiwanis  Club,  of  Indiana.  This  organiza¬ 
tion  enlists  his  strenuous  efforts  as  its  president, 
and  his  work  in  behalf  of  the  club  is  unremitting, 
and  for  what  it  represents  in  the  community  as 
well.  He  is  also  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
enjoys  a  popularity  such  as  is  given  to  few  of 
his  assosciates  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Herlinger  was  married,  in  1913,  to  Ouida 
J.  Wiles,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  children :  Frederick  W.,  born  in 
1916;  and  Harry  V.,  Jr.,  born  in  1924.  Mr.  Her- 
linger’s  address  is  the  Indiana  High  School,  In¬ 
diana,  Pennsylvania. 


GEORGE  WALKER  WILLIAMS— As  pro- 
thonotary  of  the  county,  with  headquarters  at  the 
Court  House  in  Ebensburg,  Pennsylvania,  George 
Walker  Williams,  who  is  well  known  in  the  official 
life  of  his  vicinity,  is  giving  fine  service  to  his  sec¬ 
tion.  Starting  out  in  his  business  career  in  the 
steel  industry  in  the  great  Cambria  Steel  Corpora¬ 
tion,  he  was  fortunate  in  the  very  beginning  in 
being  placed  at  once  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
chief  engineer  of  the  concern,  and  as  an  engineer 
in  the  mechanical  department,  under  this  head,  he 
made  fine  progress  in  his  work.  This  was  after 
the  completion  of  his  college  course  in  1901,  and 
he  remained  with  this  industry  until  1916.  Always 
ambitious  to  serve  his  fellow  men,  he  had,  during 
this  period  of  his  activities,  taken  a  keen  and 
lively  interest  in  all  matters  that  affected  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  his  community,  so  that  it  seemed  to  be  in 
the  natural  order  of  events  that  he  was  elected 
prothonotary  for  his  county.  The  duties  of  this 


office  he  has  carried  out  with  such  conscientious 
zeal  that  he  has  been  reelected  several  times  to  this 
office  of  trust,  the  honor  and  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held  in  the  community  being  reflected  in  this 
election.  Mr.  Williams  is  a  very  progressive  cit¬ 
izen,  alert  in  many  lines  of  advance,  and  being 
affiliated  with  various  organizations  that  stand  for 
progress  and  the  county  welfare.  He  is  active  in 
church,  business,  civic  and  fraternal  affairs,  and 
holds  membership  and  office  in  these  various,  yet 
allied  interests.  He  is  a  man  who  has  developed 
a  great  capacity  for  work,  and  it  is  one  of  his  most 
valuable  assets ;  for  his  capacity  keeps  him  un¬ 
wearied,  when  others  have  tired;  and  he  is  thus 
able  to  accomplish  far  more  in  a  given  time  than 
the  ordinary  man  of  apparently  similar  worth. 
This  capacity  for  untiring  labor,  combined  with 
willingness  of  spirit,  that  is  not  afraid  to  do  more 
than  his  share,  has  been  the  stepping  stone  on 
which  Mr.  Williams  has  risen,  and  will  continue 
to  rise  in  his  service  to  his  section.  It  is  the  magic 
asset  that  lifts  a  man  from  being  a  subordinate, 
and  quickly  places  him  in  the  position  of  man¬ 
ager,  whose  duties  generally  comprise  the  ability  to 
be  everything  that  an  office  comprises,  from  office 
boy  to  clerk,  and  executive.  Mr.  Williams  has  ac¬ 
complished  this  feat,  and  he  is  today  the  success¬ 
ful  man. 

George  Walker  Williams  was  born  March  28, 
1877,.  at  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  James 
C.  and  Mary  A.  (Walker)  Williams,  his  father, 
now  deceased,  being  a  rail  straightener  in  the  Cam¬ 
bria  Steel  Company.  The  son  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Johnstown, 
and  graduated  from  Dickinson  College  in  the 
class  of  1901.  The  steel  industry  held  great  lure 
for  him,  and  he  began  his  business  career  as  an 
engineer  in  the  mechanical  engineering  department 
of  the  Cambria  Steel  Company.  He  was  fortunate 
enough  to  find  an  opening  in  the  chief  engineer’s 
office,  and  from  this  vantage  point  he  had  op¬ 
portunity  to  study  the  great  workings  of  the  steel 
business.  In  January,  1916,  he  became  county  pro¬ 
thonotary,  and  was  reelected  in  1919  and  again  in 
192.3. 

Mr.  Williams  is  a  member  of  the  official  board 
of  the  Franklin  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Johnstown.  He  is  identified  with  the  work  of 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of  his  city ; 
is  a  member  of  Phi  Kappa  Psi  Fraternity ;  also  of 
Cambria  Lodge,  No.  278,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
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sons,  of  which  he  is  Past  Master.  He  holds  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Junior  Order 
United  American  Mechanics,  and  the  Patriotic 
Order  Sons  of  America,  and  the  Kiwanis  Club. 

Mr.  Williams  married,  November  28,  1900,  in 
Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  Harriet  Rodgers,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Albert  and  Elizabeth  (Gohagan)  Rodgers. 


D.  A.  SHORT — The  business  activities  of 
Blairsville  are  represented  in  the  furniture  line  by 
Mr.  Short  who,  although  having  followed  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  father  as  a  furniture  dealer  and 
to  a  considerable  degree  also  as  a  funeral  director, 
has  expanded  his  furniture  business  and  made  it  in 
all  its  interests  a  present-day  enterprise.  Mr. 
Short  is  prominent  in  all  the  affairs  of  Blairsville, 
and  a  leader  in  its  social  and  community  life. 
Mr.  Short  is  a  son  of  John  Charles  and  Katherine 
(Bridge)  Short,  of  Westmoreland  County,  who 
died  in  1923;  his  father  had  charge  of  the  work 
of  erecting  telegraph  lines  up  the  valley  as  far  as 
Olean,  New  York. 

D.  A.  Short  was  bom  May  8,  1876,  at  Parker’s 
Landing,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools. 
Mr.  Short  has  always  been  associated  with  the 
furniture  business,  and  with  funeral  directing, 
having  begun  his  career  with  his  father  in  1894 
under  the  firm  name  of  J.  C.  Short  &  Son.  He 
continued  under  that  firm  title  until  his  father  re¬ 
tired  in  1920,  since  when  he  has  conducted  the 
leading  furniture  business  in  Blairsville,  the  oldest 
concern  of  this  kind  in  the  county.  Mr.  Short  is 
also  engaged  in  undertaking  and  funeral  directing. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
First  Savings  and  Trust  Company.  Politically, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce ;  and  he  is  a  communicant  of  SS. 
Simon  and  Jude  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

D.  A.  Short  married,  in  1901,  Theresa  Graff,  of 
Blairsville,  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Margaret 
(Tredenbaugh)  Graff,  and  their  children  are: 
Margaret  Irene ;  Theresa  M.,  both  graduates  of 
the  Indiana  State  Normal  School;  and  Annie 
Elizabeth. 


RAYMOND  GABRIEL  VOGEL  is  a  busi¬ 
ness  man  with  a  wide  variety  of  connections  and 
interests  living  at  Bradford.  He  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  in  the  city  of  Butler,  Febru¬ 
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ary  14,  1884,  son  of  John  and  Helen  Vogel.  His 
father  was  a  glass  manufacturer. 

Raymond  Gabriel  Vogel  was  educated  in  the 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  Butler,  and  in  the 
twenty  years  of  his  active  business  career  has 
had  great  progress.  Inclusive  of  his  responsibil¬ 
ities  are  activities  as  a  coal  sales  agent;  foreman 
in  a  steel  and  iron  plant;  merchant  at  Butler, 
and  as  purchasing  agent  for  one  of  the  large 
Bradford  industries.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  and  the  Knights  of 
Columbus.  In  religious  faith  he  belongs  to  the 
Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Vogel  married,  June  21,  1911,  Alice  Cecilia 
O’Neil,  daughter  of  James  and  Anna  O’Neil. 
They  have  six  children:  James,  Edward,  Ray¬ 
mond,  Anne,  Francis,  and  Helen.  The  family 
residence  has  been  at  Bradford  since  1910. 


WALTER  FRANKLIN  ROSSMAN  was 

born  September  30,  1888,  in  Knox,  Clarion  County, 
Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  Samuel  Frank  Rossman,  a 
farmer  of  that  town,  and  his  wife,  Effie  L.  Ross¬ 
man. 

Walter  F.  Rossman  enjoyed  excellent  educa¬ 
tional  opportunities.  After  passing  through  the 
public  schools  he  pursued  the  course  at  Clarion 
State  Normal  School  as  a  stepping  stone  to  further 
advancement.  Having  decided  to  practice  the 
healing  art,  he  entered  the  American  School  of 
Osteopathy,  at  Kirksville,  Missouri,  and  after 
graduating  from  that  institution  graduated  from 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Osteopathy  in  1915. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  located  at  Grove  City, 
Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  has  re¬ 
lieved  many  a  sufferer,  and  has  gained  a  wide 
friendship.  With  pleasing  personality,  cultured 
mind  and  a  most  sympathetic  and  kindly  disposition, 
naturally  he  draws  to  himself  many  kindred  minds 
and  hosts  of  friends.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Grove  City  State  Bank,  is  a  member  of  Grace 
Methodist  Church,  of  the  Kiwanis  Club,  and  of 
numerous  fraternal  organizations.  While  in  Kirks¬ 
ville,  Missouri,  he  united  with  Kirksville  Lodge, 
No.  105,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and 
Caldwell  Chapter,  No.  86,  Royal  Arch  Masons. 
Subsequently  he  became  a  member  of  Mt.  Calvary 
Commandery  No.  67,  Knights  Templar,  of 
Greenville,  Pennsylvania;  and  Zem  Zem  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania;  Ancient  Accepted 
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Scottish  Rite,  Valley  of  New  Castle  Consistory, 
and  affiliated  with  Grove  City  Lodge,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Dr.  Rossman  married,  .September  7,  1915,  in 
Kirksville,  Missouri,  Roma  L.  Lehr,  daughter  of 
George  V.  and  Alma  (Davis)  Lehr,  of  that  city. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rossman  are  the  parents  of  two 
daughters,  namely:  Anna  Mary,  born  June  3,  1918, 
and  Ruth  Irene,  born  January  20,  1920. 


GUY  DEWITT  HARPER— With  the  pres¬ 
ent-day  popularity  and  expansion  of  the  automo¬ 
bile  business,  Mr.  Harper  has  not  only  further 
established  his  own  immediate  business  interests 
at  Franklin,  but  he  has  become  a  factor  in  a 
country-wide  distribution  of  gasoline,  as  well  as  of 
a  Franklin  oil  refined  by  processes  of  his  own 
origination.  Accounted  one  of  the  foremost  men 
in  his  specialty,  and  with  plans  already  develop¬ 
ing  for  the  extension  of  his  enterprises,  he  is  an 
able  and  alert)  representative  of  the  advanced  mer¬ 
cantile  activities  of  Franklin.  He  is  a  son  of 
Frank  A.  Harper,  an  oil  field  worker,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  son  of  William  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Mun- 
nell)  Harper,  and  Margaret  H.  (Stroup)  Harper, 
daughter  of  Casper  and  Catherine  (Bollinger) 
Stroup. 

Guy  DeWitt  Harper  was  born  February  1,  1892, 
in  Galloway,  Venango  County,  and  he  attended  the 
Franklin  public  schools  and  the  Miller  Night 
School.  He  started  upon  his  business  career  in 
the  automobile  line,  and  later  engaging  in  the 
manufacture  and  distribution  of  gasoline;  he  is 
now  a  distributor  in  Canada,  operating  a  distrib¬ 
uting  company.  Mr  Harper,  through  experimen¬ 
tal  work,  has  obtained  a  patent  on  refining  Frank¬ 
lin  crude  oil.  He  purchased  the  Advance  Oil 
Company  plant  at  Reno,  and  he  plans  to  rebuild 
there  and  construct  a  modern  plant. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  with  his  vote  and  in¬ 
fluence  he  supports  the  principles  of  that  party. 
His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  Michael  Angelo 
Council,  Royal  Arcanum,  of  which  he  is  orator; 
and  he  is  superintendent  of  the  Young  People’s 
Department  of  the  Presbyterian  Sunday  School. 

Guy  DeWitt  Harper  married,  January  19,  1920, 
in  Franklin,  Zelia  C.  Hunter,  who  is  active  in 
church  work,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Catherine 
(Walther)  Hunter;  her  grandparents  were  Hugh 
and  Zelia  (Carey)  Hunter,  and  her  maternal 


grandfather,  Mr.  Carey,  carried  oil  over  the 
mountains  on  horseback. 


MRS.  ANNA  J.  (KEENER)  GRIBBEN— 

Proprietor  of  a  successful  ready-to-wear  shop  in 
Franklin,  Mrs.  Anna  J.  (Keener)  Gribben  is 
among  the  prominent  business  women  of  that  city, 
and  in  the  ten  years  since  she  opened  the  shop 
has  made  a  unique  place  for  herself  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  C.  Keener, 
a  merchant,  and  Annie  (Gallagher)  Keener,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Anne  Gallagher, 
of  Pittsburgh. 

Anna  Jane  (Keener)  Gribben  was  born  at  Par¬ 
ker’s  Landing,  Pennsylvania,  August  4,  1872.  She 
attended  the  local  public  schools  and  St.  Xavier 
Academy,  in  Beatty,  Pennnsylvania.  She  married, 
in  1892,  and  upon  the  death  of  her  husband  eight 
years  later,  continued  to  operate  her  husband’s 
grocery  business  at  Dubois,  Pennsylvania.  After 
many  years  of  success  in  this  venture,  she  came  to 
Franklin,  where  her  adopted  son,  Edward  C. 
Gribben,  now  lives,  and  opened  a  ladies’  ready-to- 
wear  shop,  in  which,  she  has  been  very  successful. 
Mrs.  Gribben  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Deposit  Na¬ 
tional  Bank)  of  Dubois.  She  is  a  Democrat  and  a 
member  of  St.  Patrick’s  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

She  married,  at  New  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania, 
on  August  4,  1892,  Charles  P.  Gribben,  a  native  of 
Pittsburgh,  son  of  John  Gribben.  Mr.  Gribben 
died  on  July  5,  1900.  Mrs.  Gribben’s  adopted  son, 
Edward  C.  Gribben,  married  Nellie  Shuffstall,  and 
lives  in  Franklin. 


EDWIN  ROLAND  McNUTT,  M.  D.,  was 

born  in  Apollo,  Pennsylvania,  August  6,  1894,  the 
son  of  Robert  William  and  Kate  (Humphrey) 
McNutt.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Vandergrift,  Pennsylvania,  Bucknell  University, 
whence  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1917,  and  in 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1919  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  He  served  his  interneship  at  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  Hospital  in  Pittsburgh. 

Dr.  McNutt  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  first  at  Vandergrift,  in  1919,  and  in  the 
following  year  settled  in  Leechburg,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  general  practice,  and  where  his  profes¬ 
sional  activities  have  since  been  successfully  con- 
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tinued.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Associ¬ 
ation,  and  the  Armstrong  County  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  McNutt  is  a  Democrat  in  political  faith, 
and  is  affiliated  with  Kittanning  Lodge,  No.  244, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Corinthian  Club  of  I.eechburg,  while  his  re¬ 
ligious  connections  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Dr.  McNutt  married,  at  Leechburg,  September 
1,  1917,  Bessie  Race,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
two  children :  Charlotte,  bom  October  20,  1918,  and 
Edwin  R.,  Jr.,  born  April  18,  1924. 


RAYMOND  L.  BRIGGS— The  future  is  rich 
in  promise  for  Raymond  L.  Briggs,  twenty-three, 
cashier  of  a  bank  and  recognized  as  one  of  the 
sound  business  men  of  Black  Lick,  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  born  August  27,  1902,  at  Clearfield  County, 
Pennsylvania.  His  father  is  B.  Homer  Briggs,  of 
Clymer,  Pennsylvania;  his  mother,  Alice  M.  Gili- 
land,  of  Huntingdon  County,  Pennsylvania.  The 
father  was  a  retail  merchant  and  grocer. 

Raymond  L.  Briggs  attended  the  public  school, 
and  Susquehanna  University,  where  he  took  a 
course  of  two  and  one-half  years.  He  adopted  the 
banking  business  for  a  career,  and  began  at  Cly¬ 
mer,  Pennsylvania,  with  a  bookkeeper’s  place  in 
the  bank.  He  continued  at  Clymer  until  Novem¬ 
ber,  1924,  when  he  was  made  assistant  cashier  of 
the  Manufacturers’  and  Mechanics’  Bank  at;  Black 
Lick,  being  elected  cashier  the  following  March, 
the  post  he  now  holds.  This  bank  was  organized 
in  1919,  when  it  succeeded  the  National  Bank  of 
Black  Lick.  The  original  capital  was  $25,000, 
which  has  not  been  increased,  although  the  volume 
of  business  will  make  such  a  step  necessary  before 
long.  The  president  is  Joseph  A.  Shrom;  the 
vice-president,  William  McCrea;  the  cashier,  Ray¬ 
mond  L.  Briggs.  The  deposits  are  $243,877,  and 
it  is  the  only  bank  in  Black  Lick.  Mr.  Briggs  is 
a  Democrat  in  politics;  and  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  Mr.  Briggs  was  married,  in 
1925,  to  Myrtle  Mack,,  of  New  Florence,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  daughter  of  Harry  and  Sarah  (Cline)  Mack, 
of  that  place. 


DAVID  M.  EDMONDS,  a  successful  oil  pro¬ 
ducer,  was  born  near  Garland,  Warren  County, 
Pennsylvania,  May  10,  1857,  the  son  of  Robert  and 


Elizabeth  (Caspey)  Edmonds.  His  father  was 
bom  in  Scotland,  and  married  there.  He'  forth¬ 
with  came  to  the  United  States,  and  settled  in 
Warren  County,  where  he  built  a  log  cabin,  cleared 
his  land,  and  passed  the  rest  of  his  life  as  a 
farmer;  his  death  occurring  at  fifty-five.  He 
left  nine  sons  and  one  daughter.  His  son,  David 
M.  Edmonds  attended  the  public  school,  and  for 
many  years  was  engaged  in  the  horse  business. 
Being  a  lover  of  horses  his  interest  in  them  never 
has  ceased,  although  he  has  followed  the  oil  busi¬ 
ness  most  all  of  his  active  life.  Mr.  Edmonds 
came  to  Bradford  in  1871,  and  was  employed  as  a 
pumper  for  J.  M.  Clapp  for  eleven  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  went  with  Studenheimer  & 
Beutman  Brothers,  and  worked  for  another  term 
of  eleven  years.  He  purchased  thirty  acres  of 
oil  land  in  December,  1898,  from  A.  W.  Newell  on 
West  Courydon  Street,  extending  along  the  West 
Branch,  where  hd  has  eighteen  producing  wells. 

Mr.  Edmonds  married  in  November,  1875,  Mary 
E.  Smith,  daughter  of  Samuel  Smith,  who  was  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and  died  at  Sugar 
Grove,  Warren  County.  Mrs.  Edmonds  died  in 
January,  1916.  She  and  her  husband  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  five  are  living  and 
all  are  at  home.  They  are :  Ralph  D.,  Mabel,  Da¬ 
vid  M.,  Myron,  Grace. 


GEORGE  L.  COIT — The  tragic  death  of 
George  L.  Coit  in  1923  removed  from  McKean 
County  one  of  the  pioneer  figures  in  the  oil  in¬ 
dustry  there.  Mr.  Coit,  a  resident  of  Bradford 
and  the  vicinity  of  that  borough  all  his  life,  and 
descended  from  a  long  line  of  farmers,  spent  most 
of  his  years  in  farming  and  oil  production,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  one  of  the  noted 
public  figures  of  McKean  County  and  a  man  of 
great  wealth.  He  was  always  active  in  civic  af¬ 
fairs,  and  was  highly  esteemed  throughout  the 
county  and  especially  in  Bradford,  where  he  was 
a  leading  citizen. 

George  L.  Coit  was  born  in  Ellicottville  Cat¬ 
taraugus  County,  New  York,  September  8,  1852, 
the  son  of  Lewis  and  Maria  (Shults)  Coit,  both 
deceased.  The  grandfather  of  George  L.  Coit 
was  Roger  Coit,  a  native  of  Western  Massachu¬ 
setts,  who  emigrated  to  Ellicottville  in  early  youth 
and  purchased  a  farm  there,  and  he  became  a 
prominent  figure  in  Cattaraugus  County,  New 
York.  He  died  in  his  native  Massachusetts  while 
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visiting  there.  His  children  were:  William; 
Lewis,  the  father  of  George  L.  Coit,  of  further 
mention ;  Girdon ;  Orlinda  and  Oliver. 

Lewis  Coit  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and  he 
was  six  months  old  when  the  family  moved  to 
the  New  York  County.  He  followed  farming  all 
his  life,  and  there,  on  his  farm,  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years.  His  wife  died  a  few  years 
after  him,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Their 
children  were,  besides  George  L.,  William  J. ; 
Roger;  Alfred;  Benjamin;  Adel;  Emma;  Lillian; 
Bessie ;  Esther  and  Blanche. 

George  L.  Coit  obtained  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Cattaraugus  County,  and  in  the 
broader  school  of  the  world.  On  finishing  his 
schooling  he  worked  on  the  family  farm  until  he 
was  twenty-five  years  old,  and  then  came  to  Brad¬ 
ford.  In  1875  he  entered  the  teaming  business 
here  and  later  purchased  a  farm  at  Sawyer 
City,  in  McKean  County,  near  Bradford.  He 
operated  this  farm  all  his  life.  He  had  been 
on  the  Sawyer  City  farm  but  a  short  time  when 
he  entered  the  oil  world,  in  which  he  achieved 
his  real  success  and  fortune.  Truly  a  self-made 
man,  Mr.  Coit  was  one  of  the  most  honored  cit¬ 
izens  of  Bradford ;  he  is  popular  in  every  circle, 
was  a  benefactor  of  charities,  and  active  in  phil¬ 
anthropic  affairs.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  an  accident  at  the  Bradford  Railroad 
and  Pennsylvania  Railroad  crossing  in  Bradford 
on  March  2,  1923,  Mr.  Coit  was  a  member  of  the 
Bradford  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protec¬ 
tive  Order  of  Elks,  the  Bradford  Lodge,  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Politically, 
he  was  a  Democrat,  and  by  faith  a  Presbyterian. 
Mr,  Coit  is  survived  by  his  widow  and  five  chil¬ 
dren  and  many  grandchildren,  all  of  whom  are 
residents  of  McKean  County.  Mrs.  Coit,  who 
makes  her  home  at  No.  26  Bushnell  Street,  in 
Bradford,  was  Margaret  Thompson  before  her 
marriage,  and  she  was  born  in  the  northern  part 
of  Ireland,  the  daughter  of  George  Thompson,  a 
native  of  Scotland,  and  Ellen  (Williams)  Thomp¬ 
son,  a  native  of  England.  She  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  when  she  was  eighteen 
months  old,  and  the  family  made  its  home  in 
Titusville,  Crawford  County.  Mrs.  Coit  was  one 
of  eight  children,  two  others  of  whom  besides 
herself  survive,  Rebecca  and  Elizabeth.  The 
children  of  George  L.  Coit  and  Margaret  (Thomp¬ 
son)  Coit  are:  I.  Austin  Lewis,  who  died  at 


the  age  of  seven  years.  2.  James  W.,  in  charge 
of  his  mother’s  leases  in  the  oil  fields,  inherited 
from  the  late  Mr.  Coit ;  he  married  Jessie  Wil¬ 
liams  and  has  one  daughter,  Elizabeth.  3.  Charles 
J.,  superintendent  for  W.  Healey,  an  oil  producer 
of  Bradford ;  he  married  Lulu  Stevenson  and  has 
two  children :  Margareta  and  Erla.  4.  George  L., 
Jr.,  associated  with  his  brother,  James  W.,  in  the 
management  of  oil  leases ;  he  married  Iva  Dris¬ 
coll,  and  has  one  daughter,  Marie.  5.  Edwin  T., 
of  Bradford,  affiliated  with  the  Morris  Beef  Com¬ 
pany  ;  married  Beulah  Cowles ;  has  five  children : 
Audrey  and  Colena,  twins ;  Betsy  Jane,  Mary  Ann, 
and  George  L.  6.  Lenore  M.,  of  No.  26  Bush¬ 
nell  Street,  Bradford ;  she  married  L.  E.  Moffatt, 
sales  manager  for  the  Bradford  Brick  and  Tile 
Company,  and  has  one  daughter,  Phamie  Jane. 
The  Coit  family  and  its  ramifications  are  all 
Presbyterian  by  faith. 


RAYMOND  H.  McGRAW — Merchant,  pub¬ 
lic  official,  and  veteran  of  the  World  War,  Ray¬ 
mond  H.  McGraw  has  attained  a  distinctive  place 
in  the  community  of  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  born  on  January  21,  1888,  at  Freeport, 
Armstrong  County.  His  father  was  Charles  C. 
McGraw,  of  Westmoreland  County,  who  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  railroad  industry  through  life,  and 
died  July  17,  1924.  His  mother,  Annie  Croot  Mc¬ 
Graw,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  is  living. 

Mr.  McGraw  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  having  left  school  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  grocery  and  dry  goods  business  in 
Freeport  under  his  own  name.  He  interrupted 
this  to  serve  in  the  World  War.  He  enlisted  early 
in  the  23d  Engineers,  and  saw  service  overseas, 
where  he  took  part  in  two  offensives.  He  was 
discharged  with  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant,  and 
assigned  to  the  Reserve  Officers’  Corps. 

Mr.  McGraw  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a 
member  of  the  Freeport  Borough  Council.  He 
was  elected  county  treasurer  of  Armstrong  County 
in  1923,  and  has  proved  very  efficient  in  that  office. 
He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  239,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons ;  Orient  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons ; 
Kittanning  Council,  Royal  and  Select  Masters ;  Al¬ 
legheny  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite, 
holding  the  thirty-second  degree,  and  of  Syria 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Indepen- 
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dent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows ;  of  the  Knights  of 
Malta,  being  a  Past  Commander ;  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club;  the  Freeport  Board  of  Trade,  the  American 
Legion,  being  Past  Commander;  and  the  Freemas 
Club.  He  is  also  a  deacon  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 
His  success  and  sterling  integrity  have  placed 
him  among  the  substantial  young  business  men  of 
Armstrong  County.  The  address  of  Mr.  McGraw 
is  Freeport;  his  office  is  in  the  court  house,  Kit¬ 
tanning,  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania. 


FRED  J.  KEAR — His  capabilities  as  a  far¬ 
sighted  and  thoroughgoing  business  man  have  been 
demonstrated  by  Mr.  Kear’s  activities  in  a  number 
of  fields  of  enterprise,  but  principally  by  the  fact 
that  with  his  purchase  and  direction  of  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Indiana1  Ice  Company,  at  Indiana,  he 
has  been  the  means  of  bringing  about  its  present 
remarkable  development  among  the  ice  concerns  in 
this  part  of  the  State. 

Fred  J.  Kear,  a  son  of  Lemuel  S.  Kear,  a  coal 
operator  in  England,  and  Eva  (Perry)  Kear,  of 
Wales,  was  bom  May  17,  1884,  in  Elk  County, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools.  He  began 
his  career  in  engineering,  mining,  and  railroad 
lines,  also  serving  as  a  railway  conductor  for  some 
time,  afterwards  becoming  actively  engaged  in 
dray  work  and  long-distance  moving,  doing  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  firm  name  of  Streams  &  Kear.  In 
1916  Mr.  Kear  bought  out  the  plant  of  the  Indiana 
Ice  Company,  and  since  that  date  he  has  conducted 
the  business  as  sole  owner,  but  under  the  old  name. 
Mr.  Kear  at  once  perceived  the  possibilities  in  this 
business,  and  beginning  with  one  horse  and  a 
wagon,  he  has  continued  to  build  up  the  concern 
and  its  equipment,  until  at  the  present  time  he 
has  seven  motorized  trucks,  this  being  the  only 
business  of  the  kind  in  Indiana. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Kear  supports  the 
principles  of  that  party  with  his  vote  and  influence. 
His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows ;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Commercial  Travelers;  and  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Fred  J.  Kear  married  (first),  in  1905,  Prudence 
Reed,  of  Elk  County;  he  married  (second),  in 
1920,  Myrtle  White,  of  Indiana,  daughter  of  James 
G.  and  Wilda  (Repine)  White.  The  children,  by 
the  first  marriage,  are:  Mildred  and  Meade  Kear. 


DON  THORNTON  ANDRUS— The  oil  pro¬ 
duction  field  of  McKean  County,  and  especially 
that  portion  of  the  industry  which  centers  about 
Bradford,  counts  Don  Thornton  Andrus  as  a 
foremost  producer  of  oil.  He  enjoys  county-wide 
and  even  State-wide  prominence  in  this  field,  and 
he  is  one  of  the  most  prolific  producers  of  Mc¬ 
Kean  County’s  chief  product.  He  is  a  leader  in 
civic  and  fraternal  affairs  and  in  social  circles  of 
the  county  and  Bradford. 

Don  Thornton  Andrus,  the  son  of  R.  L.  An¬ 
drus,  an  oil  producer,  and  Kate  (Thornton)  An¬ 
drus,  was  born  in  Ashland,  Oregon,  February  13, 
1889.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  in 
the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary,  Lima,  New 
York,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  and  he  also 
attended  the  School  of  Commerce  of  the  New 
York  University,  in  New  York  City. 

Immediately  on  finishing  his  education,  Mr.  An¬ 
drus  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  who 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  oil  men  of  the  county, 
and  embarked  on  a  career  in  the  oil  production 
world.  From  the  very  first  he  brought  to  the  oil 
fields  an  understanding,  acquired  instinctively 
and  from  his  father,  of  what  was  before  him,  and 
set  himself  arduously  to  the  task  of  reaping  suc¬ 
cess.  He  has  succeeded — probably  even  beyond 
his  dreams — and  has  achieved  prominence. 

Mr.  Andrus  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  the  Scottish  Rite  Masons,  and 
of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  and  his  family  attend  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Bradford;  they 
live  at  No.  150  Jackson  Avenue. 

Mr.  Andrus  married,  in  Middlesex,  New  York, 
April  15,  1914,  Ethel  Button,  daughter  of  C.  G. 
and  Nettie  G.  Button.  There  are  four  children 
of  this  marriage:  Katherine,  Rachel,  June,  and 
Barbara. 


CLARENCE  H.  PEDLEY— The  continuous 
development  of  the  high  school  plans  and  work  at 
Franklin  since  the  close  of  the  World  War,  is  in 
the  hands  of  Clarence  H.  Pedley,  an  educator  of  a 
very  broad  training  and  experience,  a  veteran  of  the 
World  War,  and  graduate  of  a  leading  school  of 
science  in  France. 

Clarence  H.  Pedley,  a  son  of  George  M.  Ped¬ 
ley,  manager  of  the  American  Steel  and  Wire 
Works,  Cleveland  Ohio,  and  Edna  (Hollister) 
Pedley,  was  born  October  26,  1891,  in  Waukegan, 
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Illinois,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools, 
afterwards  graduating  at  Starkey  Seminary,  Lake- 
mont,  New  York;  Defiance  College,  Defiance, 
Ohio,  with  his  degree  Bachelor  of  Arts;  and  while 
in  France  he  received  his  Master  of  Arts  degree 
for  special  work  at  the  School  of  Science  at  Sable- 
sur-Sarthe. 

Mr.  Pedley  is  a  Republican  in  political  matters. 
During  the  World  War  he  was  engaged  for  eight¬ 
een  months’  active  service  in  France,  with  Com¬ 
pany  A,  302d  Supply  Train,  and  he  received  his 
discharge  from  the  service  in  May,  1919. 

Mr.  Pedley’s  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star;  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows ;  and  the  Franklin  Rotary  Club.  His  re¬ 
ligious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Clarence  H.  Pedley  married,  January  1,  1920,  at 
Fairfield,  Connecticut,  Edna  Knight,  daughter  of 
Lester  and  Ina  (Richardson)  Knight,  and  their 
children  are:  Ruth  Ansta,  born  February  8,  1922; 
George  Lester,  born  July  19,  1924;  and  Arthur 
Hollister,  born  June  26,  1925. 


REUBEN  MILES  DELO,  born  at  Eagle 
Rock,  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  April  7, 
1850,  a  son  of  Lewis  Delo,  goes  back  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  French  ancestry  for  generations.  His 
great-grandfather  was  a  Jiative  of  France,  and 
came  to  this  country  as  a  pioneer,  settling  in  Ve¬ 
nango  County.  Lewis  Delo,  father  of  Reuben  M. 
Delo,  was  a  farmer  at  French  Creek  and  Nichol- 
ville,  Venango  County.  He  married  Caroline  La- 
baugh.  Both  died  in  Venango  County  and  are 
buried  at  Nicholville.  Their  children  were:  Reu¬ 
ben  Miles,'  of  whom  further ;  Amanda ;  Elizabeth  ; 
Alvin  B. ;  Olive ;  Samuel ;  Caroline ;  Wellington ; 
Celesta;  and  Newton.  > 

Reuben  Miles  Delo  spent  his  early  life  upon  the 
home  farm  of  his  father.  He  taught  school  at 
Centerville,  Rauseville  and  Oil  City,  all  in  Ve¬ 
nango  County.  He  came  to  Derrick  City  in  1878 
and  was  among  the  early  oil  producers  here.  He 
had  oil  leases  in  the  district  of  Derrick  City,  and 
continued  in  active  business  until  his  death  at  Der¬ 
rick  City,  November  17,  1918,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years.  He  married  Jennie  F.  Alexander, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Marion  (Flint)  Alexan¬ 
der,  born  January  1,  1861,  died  January  22,  1921. 


Her  father,  Samuel  Alexander,  served  through  the 
Civil  War,  enlisting  in  Venango  County. 

Mr.  Delo  was  for  forty  years  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  residents  of  the  Foster  Brook 
Valley.  He  was  well  known  throughout  the  Brad¬ 
ford  field,  and  the  news  of  his  death  was  received 
on  all  sides  with  profound  sorrow.  His  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  oil  business  was  unusual.  He  was  a 
man  of  upright  character,  and  was  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a  member  of  the  In¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  of  the  Der¬ 
rick  City  Methodist  Church.  For  twenty  years  he 
had  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School 
of  this  church.  Mrs.  Delo’s  age  at  her  death  was 
sixty  years.  She  also  was  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  the  Eastern  Star,  the  Lady  Macca¬ 
bees,  and  the  Rebekahs.  They  had  four  children : 

1.  Marion,  born  in  1883,  married,  in  June,  1907, 
Frank  W.  Hyde,  who  was  born  June  27,  1885,  a 
son  of  W.  P.  Hyde,  a  prominent  oil  producer  of 
Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  W.  P.  Hyde  &  Sons,  oil  producers  at  Bells 
Camp,  McKean  County;  their  children:  Frank  D., 
Jane  M.,  and  Nellie  Beth,  died  January  20,  1924. 

2.  Reuben  A.,  born  at  Derrick  City,  McKean 
County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1884.  He  attended  the 
public  school  and  was  employed  with  his  father  in 
oil  production.  He  then  followed  tool  dressing 
for  a  time,  and  in  1910  went  to  Drumright,  Okla¬ 
homa,  where  he  remained  until  1920.  He  was 
there  employed  with  the  Pure  Oil  Company,  and 
for  four  years  was  a  district  superintendent  for 
this  company.  He  is  looking  after  the  leases  and 
estate  of  his  father  at  Derrick  City.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Drumright  Lodge,  No.  468,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  of  Oklahoma;  of  Guthrie  Consis¬ 
tory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  thirty-second 
degree;  and  Adkar  Temple,  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
and  attends  the  Methodist  Church.  He  married, 
August  14,  1913,  Millie  Craig,  daughter  of  W.  P. 
Craig,  of  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania.  She  died  May 
14,  1922.  3.  Charles  A.,  died  at  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen  years.  4.  Irene,  wife  of  C.  W.  Clendenen, 
of  Derrick  City,  and  they  have  issue :  Phyllis,  Bar¬ 
bara  and  Kay. 


EDGAR  DAVID  HYDE — An  oil  producer 
well  known  in  the  McKean  County  oil  fields  of 
McKean  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  living  at 
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Bells  Camp,  Foster  Township,  this  State,  Edgar 
David  Hyde  was  born  April  23,  1881,  at  Bradford, 
a  son  of  William  P.  Hyde.  He  attended  school 
at  Bradford,  and  has  spent  his  life  in  the  oil  busi¬ 
ness  here,  associated  with  his  father  under  the 
name  of  W.  P.  Hyde  &  Sons.  They  have  about 
three  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Foster 
Township  and  eighty  producing  wells. 

Mr.  Hyde  married,  in  1903,  Edna  Moseley, 
daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  Moseley,  and 
they  have  children:  Virginia,  Marjory,  and 
Jeanne.  Mr.  Hyde  is  a  member  of  the  Bradford 
Club  and  the  Country  Club. 


THOMAS  KING  ADAMS— The  industry  of 
mining  is  so  tied  up  with  the  past  and  present  of 
Pennsylvania  that  they  seem  to,  be  almost  synony¬ 
mous.  Coal  has  meant,  almost  from  the  beginning, 
enormous  growth  to  the  State  in  population  and 
wealth;  and  it  is  still  an  important  factor,  as  are 
the  other  branches  of  the  mining  industry.  A 
man  is,  therefore,  close  to  the  heart  of  the  State 
if  he  is  connected  with  mining,  particularly  in  a 
supervisory  or  executive  capacity,  where  he  has 
power  to  better  conditions. 

Thomas  King  Adams  was  State  mine  inspector, 
being  in  point  of  service  the  oldest  mine  inspector 
in  the  State,  having  served  continuously  for  forty- 
one  years  after  receiving  his  commission  from 
Governor  Hoyt  in  1881.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
commission  which  formulated  a  bituminous  mine 
code  which  later  was  made  the  bituminous  mining 
law  of  Pennsylvania.  And  in  1885  and  1893  Mr. 
Adams  was  appointed  as  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
missions  to  revise  the  mining  laws  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  While  engaged  in  the  numerous  activities 
incident  to  his  office  of  mine  inspector,  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  studies  in  correspondence  and  other 
schools  and  was  recognized  as  an  authority 
throughout  the  State  on  matters  connected  with 
coal  and  coal  mining. 

Mr.  Adams  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
in  1849,  and  came  to  Pennsylvania  when  a  boy. 
He  received  his  education  at  the  State  Normal 
School,  Edinboro,  Pennsylvania,  and  taught  for  a 
short  time  in  the  schools  of  Mercer  County.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Second  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Mercer;  president  of  the  Farmers’  and 
Mechanics’  National  Bank;  a  Mason;  of  Rebekah 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of  Sharon,  and 
a  member  of  the  Mercer  School  Board  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years. 


Mr.  Adams  married  Minnie  Beveridge,  daughter 
of  James  and  Janet  Beveridge,  of  Hickory  Town¬ 
ship.  Their  children  were:  Jennie  M.,  deceased; 
Walter  S.,  and  Eleanor.  Mr.  Adams  died  No¬ 
vember  18,  1921,  in  Mercer.  In  a  Mine  Inspec¬ 
tors’  Advisory  Association  memorial  it  was  stated 
that  he  was : 

A  man  of  high  ideals,  with  a  keen  sense  of 
honor,  duty  and  justice,  whose  influence  in  the 
mining  industry  was  elevating  and  inspiring,  whose 
gracious  demeanor  and  mature  and  good  judgment 
won  friendly  confidence  everywhere,  whose  serv¬ 
ices  were  invaluable,  as  he  labored  so  many  years 
for  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  the  mine 
workers. 

GEORGE  W.  CROOKS  died  at  Bradford, 
September  23,  1924,  after  a  long  and  active 
life,  his  fellow  citizens  had  for  many  years  rec¬ 
ognized  and  honored  a  man  of  the  finest  qualities 
of  true  American  manhood.  As  a  successful  oil 
producer  Mr.  Crooks  was  known  throughout  the 
oil  districts  of  Western  Pennsylvania ;  but  he  was 
unspoiled  by  his  success,  and  to  the  end  led  a 
simple  life,  always  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lived  and  ready  to  give 
his  support  to  any  good  cause.  His  loss  will  long 
be  felt  by  his  numerous  friends  and  acquaintances. 
He  was  the  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Davi¬ 
son)  Crooks,  of  Canton,  Pennsylvania. 

The  father,  William  Crooks,  was  born  in  York¬ 
shire,  England,  and  there  learned  the  trade  of 
shoemaking.  Upon  coming  to  the  United  States 
he  settled  in  Canton,  where  he  lived  for  many 
years  as  a  farmer,  finally  dying  there.  His  wife 
died  later  in  Bradford.  They  were  the  parents  of 
five  children :  1.  Thomas,  who  came  to  Bradford 
in  1880  and  was  a  well-known  and  success¬ 
ful  oil  producer.  He  served  his  country 
in  the  Civil  War  in  the  116th  Regiment, 
Company  C,  was  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  of  the  Bradford  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  never  married. 
On  July  30,  1924,  not  quite  two  months  before  his 
brother  George’s  death,  he  died  at  Bradford  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three,  and  is  buried  at  Oak  Hill 
Cemetery.  2.  William,  died  at  Williamsport.  3. 
Mary,  married  to  Abraham  Bevier,  died  in  Brad¬ 
ford.  4.  John  W.  5.  George  W.,  of  further 
mention. 

George  W.  Crooks  was  born  at  Canton,  May  22, 
1853,  and  spent  his  early  life  at  Canton.  Here  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade;  and  in  1876  came  to 


396 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


Bradford  among  the  earliest  residents,  and  there 
followed  his  trade  for  a  short  time,  then  went  into 
rig  building,  and  finally  launched  out  into  the 
oil  business  as  a  producer.  His  first  lease  was  on 
the  A.  F.  Moore  farm  at  Bradford,  and  he  then 
purchased  a  lease  at  Bells  Camp,  State  Line, 
Pennsylvania,  which  is  still  being  operated  by  his 
son  in  the  interest  of  Mrs.  Crooks.  His  ventures 
were  very  successful,  and  he  continued  as  a  pro¬ 
ducer  until  his  death.  He  was  a  prominent  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  East  End  Presbyterian  Church,  and  for 
many  years  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  that  church.  He  died  at  Bradford  Sep¬ 
tember  23,  1924,  the  last  of  his  family,  and  was 
buried  in  Oak  Hill  Cemetery,  leaving  behind  a 
memory  that  will  long  endure. 

Mr.  Crooks  married,  January  6,  1880,  Emma  J. 
Turk,  born  at  Williamsport,  daughter  of'  Thomas 
and  Henrietta  (Rickard)  Turk,  the  father  for 
many  years  in  the  lumber  business  and  later  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  merchant  at  Williamsport.  There  are 
four  children  of  George  W.  and  Emma  J.  (Turk) 
Crooks :  1.  Ida,  wife  of  Howard  Hennage,  liv¬ 

ing  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  2.  Blanche,  wife  of  How¬ 
ard  Fox,  an  oil  producer  of  Bradford.  3.  Howard 
B.,  who  married  Nellie  Cotton,  and  lives  at  Bells 
Camp,  operating  the  lease  there  for  his  mother. 
4.  Laura,  wife  of  Kenneth  Dorn,  living  in  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma.  Mrs.  Crooks  still  lives  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Bradford. 


WILLIAM  S.  DAUGHERTY— A  remark¬ 
able  career  bearing  witness  to  the  sturdy  virtues 
that  make  for  success  and  the  confidence  of  the 
community  in  which  he  has  passed  his  life  is  that 
of  William  S.  Daugherty,  of  Indiana,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  he  is  in  the  lumber  and  planing  mill 
business.  He  was  born  in  Saltsburg,  Indiana 
County,  January  22,  1846.  His  father,  James  R. 
Daugherty,  of  Saltsburg,  was  born  in  1813,  and 
died  October  31,  1893.  His  mother,  Mary  A. 
(Hart)  Daugherty,  of  Indiana  County,  died  in 
1896.  The  father  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  and 
contracting  business. 

After  attending  the  public  school  and  complet¬ 
ing  his  studies  at  the  Saltsburg  Academy,  William 
S.  Daugherty  joined  his  father  in  business.  The 
lumber  and  planing  mill  they  conducted  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  1856.  John  Shyock,  the  founder,  con¬ 
ducted  a  small  business  for  about  ten  years.  After 
he  relinquished  control  it  changed  hands  several 


times  until  1872.  In  that  year  James  R.  Daugh¬ 
erty  bought  the  plant  and  conducted  it  until  1889. 
Since  that  year  William  S.  Daugherty  has  con¬ 
tinued  the  business  in  his  own  name.  A  disas¬ 
trous  fire,  occurring  on  November  n,  1918,  de¬ 
stroyed  all  the  buildings.  In  their  place  new  and 
modern  buildings  soon  arose.  A  full  line  of 
builders’  supplies  was  added  by  Mr.  Daugherty 
years  ago,  and  it  continues  to  contain  everything 
of  use  in  the  building  trade.  This  is  the  oldest 
lumber  house  in  Indiana  County. 

Prior  to  1889  William  S.  Daugherty  held  sev¬ 
eral  political  offices  in  the  county,  his  affiliations 
being  with  the  Republican  party.  He  was  twice 
Deputy  Sheriff ;  prothonotary  for  two  terms,  and 
a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  more  than  forty 
years.  He  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Indiana  State 
Normal  School  for  the  last  thirty-one  years,  and 
has  been  a  great  factor  all  his  life  in  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  schools  and  of  progress  in  education.  Mr. 
Daugherty  is  a  member  of  Indiana  Lodge,  No.  313, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  has  served  as 
Master  of  the  lodge  five  times.  He  is  a  Knight 
Templar,  belonging  to  Pittsburgh  Commandery, 
No.  1,  and  has  been  District  Deputy  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter  of  this  Masonic  district  of  the  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  for  twenty-four  years  prior  to  1923.  He 
is  one  of  the  oldest  Masons  in  the  State,  his  num¬ 
ber  being  low  in  the  first  four  hundred,  and  is  a 
life  member  of  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  In¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  since  1869;  has 
served  through  all  the  chairs,  and  has  been  a 
delegate  to  State  conventions  of  the  order.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  formerly  was  a  member  of  several  local  clubs. 

Mr.  Daugherty  was  married,  in  1876,  to  Martha 
V.  Sansom,  of  Bedford,  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Peisel)  Sansom.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Daugherty  are  the  parents  of  two  children : 
Hart  B.,  who  graduated  from  Lehigh  University, 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  of  Ross 
S.  Mr.  Daugherty’s  address  is  Indiana,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 


EDWARD  R.  LEE,  JR. — No  small  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  progress  of  the  Armstrong  County 
Trust  Company  is  due  to  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Lee, 
who  has  been  associated  with  that  company  for 
sixteen  years  throughout  the  different  grades  of 
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service  to  his  present  assistant  secretary  and 
treasurership.  Well  regarded  by  banking  men 
and  by  the  general  public  for  his  excellent  judg¬ 
ment  and  foresight  in  financial  matters,  Mr.  Lee 
is  a  citizen  of  pronouncedly  popular  standing  in 
the  community,  and  he  has  taken  an  activel  part  in 
the  interests  of  various  civic  organizations.  He 
is  a  son  of  Edward  R.  Lee,  of  Armstrong  County, 
who  died  in  1924,  a  direct  descendant  of  the  early 
Lee  family  of  Virginia,  and  a  relative  of  General 
Robert  E.  Lee,  and  Luella  B.  (Luther)  Lee,  of 
Allegheny  County,  who  survives  her  husband. 

Edward  R.  Lee,  Jr.,  was  born  July  28,  1885,  in 
Armstrong  County,  where  he  attended  public  and 
high  schools,  and  after  graduating  from  the  Acad¬ 
emy  he  took  an  extension  course  in  architecture 
of  the  International  Correspondence  School.  He 
began  his  business  career  in  the  employ  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  at  Ford  City,  with  whom  he 
continued  five  years,  when  he  removed  to  the  su¬ 
pervisor’s  office,  remaining  there  until  1910.  Then, 
in  a  clerical  capacity,  he  first  became  associated 
with  the  Armstrong  County  Trust  Company;  and 
his  ability,  his  courtesy,  and  substantial  under¬ 
standing  of  banking  matters  soon  secured  for  him 
his  promotion  to  his  present  office. 

A  Democrat  in  his  political  allegiance,  he  votes 
for  that  party  ticket,  but  has  not  sought  political 
preferment.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Lee  is  affiliated 
with  Lodge  No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of 
which  he  is  a  Past  Master ;  Coudersport  Consis¬ 
tory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  of  the  thirty- 
second  degree;  and  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a 
member  and  past  treasurer  of  the  Kiwanis  Club, 
and  a  member  of  the  Kittanning  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  the  Kittanning  Country  Club. 


CHARLES  PETER  DIERINGER— Perse¬ 
verance,  enterprise,  and  thrift  are  among  the  lead¬ 
ing  qualities  that  Mr.  Dieringer  has  successfully 
applied  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  life’s  task, 
the  winning  of  a  competency,  and  a  place  of  esteem 
in  the  business  and  financial  world.  He  fulfilled 
the  conditions  that  brought  him  his  desired  prop¬ 
erty,  and  after  years  of  zealous  toil,  and  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  assume  burdens,  he  attained  a  well-won 
retirement. 

Charles  Peter  Dieringer,  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Margaret  (Gardner)  Dieringer,  was  born  Febru¬ 
ary  25,  1859,  in  New  Castle,  Lawrence  County, 


where  he  attended  the  public  schools  for  a  short 
time.  For  a  period  of  thirty-nine  years  he  held 
clerical  positions,  having  begun  life  as  a  newsboy, 
and  at  fifty-five  years  of  age  hei  was  able  to  re¬ 
tire.  He  was  at  all  times  enabled  to  borrow  money 
upon  his  personal  recognizance,  and  he  retained 
throughout  his  life  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
his  colleagues  in  the  business  world.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Franklin  Trust  Company,  and 
in  several  other  corporations.  He  was  a  director 
in  the  Pittsburgh  Oil  and  Gas  Company  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pennsylvania,  for  about  five  years. 

In  the  political  field,  Mr.  Dieringer  is  an  adher¬ 
ent  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Club.  He  is  a  deacon  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church. 

Charles  Peter  Dieringer  married,  October  21, 
1914,  in  Hubbard,  Ohio,  Bessie  (Woodell)  Kritch. 
Mrs.  Dieringer  is  a  daughter  of  James  Louis  and 
Mattie  (Lewis)  Woodell,  of  Sharon,  Pennsylvania. 


FOREST  E.  WOOD — Throughout  an  exten¬ 
sive  section  of  the  oil-producing  section  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  that  has  De  Golia  and  Custer  City  for 
centres  of  activity,  Mr.  Wood  is  known  for  his 
long  and  prominent  association  with  the  oil  enter¬ 
prises,  and  as  driller  for  the  South  Pennsylvania 
Oil  Company  he  is  in  close  touch  with  the  sources 
both  of  supply  and  demand,  his  position  being 
one  of  great  responsibility  and  value  to  the  in¬ 
dustry.  Mr.  Wood,  who  has  been  in  the  oil  busi¬ 
ness  in  various  capacities  since  1875,  is  one  of  the 
best  informed  men  anywhere  in  the  oil-producing 
country,  and  throughout  his  career  he  has  wit¬ 
nessed  the  establishment  and  growth  of  town¬ 
ships  and  the  great  increase  and  expansion  of  the 
industry  itself.  His  standard  of  citizenship  is  of 
that  loyalty  to  the  civic  and  industrial  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  community  that  invariably  performs 
its  large  share  in  behalf  of  the  general  welfare 
and  progress. 

Americus  Lewis  Wood,  father  of  F.  E.  Wood, 
lived  at  Sharon  Center,  Potter  County,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  at  the  time  the 
Civil  War  was  declared.  Enlisting  for  service 
in  1861,  he  was  discharged  in  1862  because  of  dis¬ 
ability;  but  being  drafted  in  1863,  he  was  in  a 
number  of  battles,  and  was  killed  in  the  Battle 
of  the  Wilderness,  May  10,  1864,  and  his  body 
was  never  recovered.  He  married  Eliza  Esty, 
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who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  Their 
children  were:  Lewis  Wood;  Mrs.  A.  E.  Stickel, 
of  East  Smethport;  and  Forest  E.  Wood,  of 
whom  further. 

Forest  E.  Wood,  son  of  Americus  Lewis  and 
Eliza  (Esty)  Wood,  was  born  April  30,  1854, 
in  Sharon,  Potter  County,  where  he  attended  the 
public  school.  From  sixteen  to  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  was  employed  at  a  sawmill  along  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  River,  and  for  the  next  four  years  he  was 
engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store.  In  1875  he  came  to 
De  Golia,  where  he  began  work  in  the  oil  fields, 
and  has  been  in  the  employ  of  a  number  of  com¬ 
panies  for  a  considerable  period  leading  up  to  his 
present  position  as  driller  for  the  South  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Oil  Company.  Mr.  Wood  had  the  honor 
of  suggesting  the  name  of  Custer  City.  In  1877, 
the  place  was  known  as  Shepherd’s  Crossing,  and 
railroad  trains  were  not  accustomed  to  stop  there 
at  the  time.  Mr.  Wood  suggested  the  name 
Custer  City  in  memory  of  General  Custer,  the 
Indian  fighter,  of  the  United  States  regular  army. 
The  name  was  adopted,  and  in  the  summer  of 
1877  trains  began  to  make  regular  stops,  and  the 
village  began  to  grow.  Mr.  Wood  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics,  but  he  has  not  held  political 
office.  He  has  been  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  De  Golia  Cemetery  Association  twenty-one 
years.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  In¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  and  his  relig¬ 
ious  fellowship  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Forest  E.  Wood  married,  August  26,  1886, 
Alice  M.  Jackson,  born  in  Chautauqua  County, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Wilson)  Jackson; 
her  father  was  a  native  of  England,  and  her 
mother  was  born  in  New  York  State.  Their 
children:  1.  Leon  F.  Wood,  professor  of  elec¬ 
trical  engineering  at  Ames  College  (Iowa  State 
College);  served  in  the  World  War,  in  both 
aviation  and  naval  departments,  and  was  com¬ 
missioned  a  lieutenant.  2.  Lillian,  graduated  from 
Pittsburgh  University  of  Music,  was  Supervisor 
of  Music  in  Ninty  Township,  Westmoreland 
County  public  schools,  and  later  head  of  the  Vic- 
trola  department  of  the  C.  C.  Miller  Music  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Pittsburgh,  till  her  marriage  to  Mar¬ 
shall  Lee  Gardner.  They  have  one  child,  Alice 
Lee  Gardner,  and  reside  at  Pittsburgh.  3.  Mil¬ 
dred  M.,  graduated  from  Mechanics  Institute. 
Rochester,  New  York,  in  Domestic  Science,  and 
is  now  teaching  this  branch  in  the  Wilkinsburg, 


Pennsylvania,  High  School.  Both  daughters  grad¬ 
uated  from  Bradford  High  School. 


MOORE  BRIDGES — A  picturesque  and 
prominent  personage  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania, 
is  Moore  Bridges,  eighty-eight  years  old,  retired 
business  man,  and  the  oldest  Mason  in  Franklin 
to-day.  His  life  has  been  varied  and  full  of 
wholesome  activity,  and  has  been  a  valuable  con¬ 
tribution  to  any  town  in  which  he  became  a  cit¬ 
izen.  '  He  was  born  in  Otsego,  New  York,  No¬ 
vember  15,  1837,  son  of  a  farmer,  Griffin  Craft 
Bridges,  who  was  born  in  England,  and  his  wife, 
Jane  (Slusser)  Bridges. 

Moore  Bridges  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana.  His  business  career  began 
in  Pontiac,  Michigan,  where  he  was  associated 
with  an  English  syndicate  under  Captain  Merri- 
weather.  There  he  was  director  of  the  schools 
and  justice  of  the  peace.  Moving  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  from  Michigan,  he  engaged  in  the  oil  busi¬ 
ness  first,  then  in  the  jewelry  business  with  M. 
Hinckley.  The  call  to  arms  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Civil  War  disrupted  his  business,  for  he  served 
nearly  three  years  in  Company  A,  121st  Regiment, 
participating  under  Captain  P.  R.  Gray  at  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  at  Fredericksburg. 
After  the  war  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and 
joined  the  forces  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company, 
with  whom  he  remained  for  thirty-five  years, 
until  his  retirement  from  business.  Mr.  Bridges 
has  always  been  a  prohibition  advocate,  as  has 
been  his  wife.  He  is  the  oldest  Mason  in  Frank¬ 
lin,  a  charter  member  of  the  Mayes  Post  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  a  communicant 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church. 

Moore  Bridges  married,  in  Franklin,  on  No¬ 
vember  x,  1865,  Martha  Jane  Vincent,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  9,  1844,  three  miles  from  Franklin,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Benjamin  Salsbury  and  Nancy  Ann  (Mc- 
Elhaney)  Vincent.  Mrs.  Bridges’  paternal  grand¬ 
parents  were  Salsbury  and  Jane  (Bennett)  Vin¬ 
cent;  her  maternal,  Alexander  and  Mary  Ann 
(Dawson)  McElhaney.  Mrs.  Bridges  was  a  pio¬ 
neer  worker  for  the  Women’s  Christian  Tem¬ 
perance  Union,  in  whose  behalf  she  feels  that  she 
has  always  been  a  crusader.  She  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Women’s  Foreign  and  the  Women’s 
Home  Missionary  societies  of  the  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Franklin,  and  has  worshipped  in  three 
consecutive  churches.  At  the  age  of  eighty-one 
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she  is  still  vigorous  and  active,  physically  and 
mentally.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bridges  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Alfred  Craft,  deceased;  Anna 
Frances,  deceased;  and  James  Moore,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Nellie  Grant  Hurst,  and  they  have  three  chil¬ 
dren:  James  Moore,  Jr.,  Robert  Hurst,  and  Alfred 
Vincent 


HARVEY  EDWIN  MASSY,  M.  D.— In  the 

increasing  interests  of  his  professison,  Dr.  Massy, 
established  as  a  general  medical  practitioner  at 
Sharon,  is  a  leading  representative  of  the  highest 
standard  of  medicine  in  this  section  of  the  State; 
and  as  a  physician  of  skill  and  ability  he  pos¬ 
sesses  the  good  will  and  confidence  of  the  com¬ 
munity  wherein  his  citizenship,  his  professional 
attainments,  and  his  record  in  World  War  service 
receive  full  appreciation.  He  is  the  son  of  Charles 
H.  and  Margarette  (Nutt)  Massy.  Charles  H. 
Massy,  long  employed  as  a  roller  at  the  Homestead 
Steel  Works,  was  a  member  of  the  council  of  the 
borough  of  Homestead. 

Dr.  Harvey  Edwin  Massy  was  born  August  5, 
1885,  at  Brownsville,  and  he  attended  the  Home¬ 
stead  public  schools,  graduating  from  the  high 
school  with  the  class  of  1902.  His  training  for  his 
profession  was  had  at  Starling  Medical  College, 
Ohio  State  University,  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he 
graduated  in  1911,  with  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  He  has  practiced  in  his  profession  at 
Sharon  since  1911.  Dr.  Massy  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  but  he  has  not  sought  public  office. 

At  the  call  of  the  World  War  Dr.  Massy  joined 
the  nth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  in  the  5th  Regular 
United  States  Army  Division,  and  his  service  over¬ 
seas  was  inclusive  of  the  Meuse-Argonne  cam¬ 
paign.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the 
lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the 
Knights  Templar,  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite  (thirty-second  degree),  and  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  also 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks ;  and 
the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Medical  Society,  Mercer  County 
Medical  Society,  and  the  Sharon  Country  Club. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Dr.  Harvey  Edwin  Massy  married,  November 
11,  1906,  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  Estelle  Mae  Alter, 
daughter  of  Charles  H.  and  Anna  E.  (Brinkley) 
Alter.  They  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Anna 


Frances  Alter  Massy,  who  was  born  September 
28,  1908. 


W.  I.  STINEMAN — As  general  manager  and 
acting  head  of  the  several  mines  of  the  Stineman 
Coal  Mining  Company,  and  of  the  Stineman  Coal 
and  Coke  Company,  of  South  Fork,  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  W.  I.  Stineman  is  one  of  the  well  known 
figures  in  this  line  of  industry  in  his  section  of 
the  State.  A  resident  of  Johnstown,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Mr.  Stineman  is  active  in  affairs  of  both 
of  these  localities,  his  citizenship  being  of  an 
active  kind  that  is  interested  in  all  matters  that 
pertain  to  the  progress  of  the  section,  and  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  work  and  the  workers.  These  com¬ 
panies  were  established  by  Mr.  Stineman’s  father, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Stineman,  some  two  score  years  ago, 
and  so  well  have  they  been  conducted,  that  they 
have  a  high  reputation  for  their  output,  through¬ 
out  coal  mining  circles.  Since  their  establishment, 
however,  Mr.  Steinman  has  been  associated  with 
his  father,  in  the  capacity  of  general  manager 
and  acting  head,  and  it  is  largely  due  to  his  ini¬ 
tiative  that  they  have  reached  their  high  degree 
of  efficiency  and  their  standard  of  production. 
Throughout  his  career,  however,  his  activities 
have  been  far-reaching  and  his  interests  broad, 
so  that,  when,  in  1920,  he  was  called  upon  to  rep¬ 
resent  his  district  in  the  Pennsylvania  State  Sen¬ 
ate,  he  was  found  prepared  and  ready  to  under¬ 
take  this  duty  and  privilege,  and  he  has  ably  and 
notably  fulfilled  his  obligations  in  that  capacity. 
He  is  held  in  high  repute  and  esteem  by  all  who 
come  into  personal  touch  with  him,  as  well  as  by 
his  constituents. 

W.  I.  Stineman  was  born  August  23,  1869,  at 
South  Fork,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  J.  C.  and  Ellen 
Stineman.  He  received  his  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  became  actively 
engaged  in  mining  and  banking.  The  Stineman 
Coal  Mining  Company  was  established  in  1901  by 
his  father,  the  officers  of  the  company  being:  J. 
S.  Whitley,  president;  Leon  Walker  secretary 
and  treasurer;  and  W.  I.  Stineman,  general  man¬ 
ager  and  acting  head  of  the  concern.  This  mine 
is  known  as  Mine  No.  1.  In  1889  his  father  es¬ 
tablished  the  Stineman  Coal  and  Coke  Company, 
which  are  known  as  Mine  No.  2  and  Mine  No.  4, 
the  officers  being:  Robert  B.  Baker,  president; 
James  A.  Atkinson,  secretary  and  treasurer;  and 
W.  I.  Stineman,  general  manager  and  acting  head. 
These  mines  have  been  brought  to  a  splendid 
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stage  of  success  and  efficiency,  and  it  is  generally 
conceded  that  the  coal  and  coke  mined  at  the 
Stineman  mines  are  of  the  highest  grade  bitumi¬ 
nous  and  steam  coal  produced  in  Pennsylvania. 
Mine  No.  i  employs  350  people,  while  Mine  No. 
2  employs  200,  and  Mine  No.  4,  200.  Mr.  Stine¬ 
man  has  always  been  very  active  in  all  matters 
that  pertain  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  workers 
and  also  of  the  community,  and  it  was  with  the 
general  approval  of  his  section  that  he  was  elected 
to  the  State  Senate  in  1920,  where  he  has  ably 
given  of  his  best  efforts'  in  his  service  to  his  com¬ 
monwealth  and  nation.  Mr.  Stineman  is  to-day 
in  the  prime  of  his  life  and  strength,  and  he  is 
moving  steadily  forward  to  higher  service  and 
abler  citizenship  in  the  services  that  he  is  ren¬ 
dering  his  fellowmen,  whose  high  esteem  he  enjoys. 


SEWALL  G.  PERRY— One  of  the  best  in¬ 
formed  men  in  the  oil  producing  industry  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  is  Sewall  G.  Perry,  for  years  a  promi¬ 
nent  factor  in  the  Clarendon  fields,  his  standing 
and  prestige  being  proven  by  the  fact  that  there 
exists  no  branch  of  the  business  with  which  he 
has  not  familiarized  himself  from  his  days  of 
rig-building  to  the  present.  His  present  success 
is  due  to  his  perseverance  and  to  the  very  prac¬ 
tical  part  that  he  has  shared  in  the  history  of  the 
expansion  of  one  of  the  foremost  industries  of 
the  State.  Mr.  Perry  is  prominent  in  Clarendon’s 
civic  life,  and  its  educational  as  well  as  its  indus¬ 
trial  interests  have  in  him  an  ally  of  a  steadfast 
and  reliable  type. 

Sewall  G.  Perry,  a  son  of  Jesse  Perry,  for¬ 
merly  a  farmer  in  New  York  State,  was  born 
July  4,  1867,  in  Willing,  New  York  State,  where 
he  attended  the  public  schools,  and  worked  on  the 
home  farm  until  he  was  twenty  years  old.  He 
then  went  to  the  oil  fields  at  Bolivar,  New  York, 
engaging  in  team  work  and’  rig-building,  and  in 
the  activities  of  the  leases,  and  after  four  years 
there,  he  removed  to  the  Ferguson  field  in  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  where  he  remained  a  year,  again 
returning  to  Boliver  for  a  year.  In  Potter 
County  he  was  associated  with  the  meat  market 
business  for  three  years,  when  he  went  to  Brad¬ 
ford,  Pennsylvania;  there  he  was  engaged  in  the 
oil  business  for  twenty  years.  In  March,  1917, 
he  sold  his  oil  holdings  in  Bradford  and  came  to 
Clarendon,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  one 
of  the  producers  in  these  fields. 

Mr.  Perry  is  one  of  the  organizers  and  he  is 
first  vice-president  of  the  Clarendon  State  Bank; 


and  he  is  now  serving  as  president  of  the  School 
Board.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with  Joseph 
Warren  Lodge,  No.  726,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  and  with  Coudersport  Consistory,  An¬ 
cient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  thirty-second  de¬ 
gree;  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Independ¬ 
ent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Sewall  G.  Perry  married,  in  August,  1893, 
Nellie  Bryant,  of  Potter  County,  daughter  of 
William  Bryant,  and  their  children  are:  Jessie; 
Howard;  and  Ned. 


DAVID  HOMER  RIFFER,  M.  D.— In  the 

practice  of  his  specialty,  diseases  of  the  eye,  Dr. 
David  Homer  Riffer  is  conferring  a  marked  ben¬ 
efit  upon  the  community  of  Leechburg  and  its  vi¬ 
cinity  of  Armstrong  County,  in  which  he  has  come 
to  be  accounted  an  expert  in  that  department  of 
medicine  and  surgery.  For  much  of  the  time  fol¬ 
lowing  his  graduation  from  the  university  and  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  degree  of  Medical  Doctor,  Dr.  Riffer 
pursued  private  study  and  research  with  the  ob¬ 
jective  in  view  of  eventually  devoting  his  entire 
attention  to  the  treatment  of  afflictions  of  the  eye. 
Since  coming  to  Leechburg  and  opening  an  office 
there  some  fifteen  years  ago,  he  has  clothed  his 
worthy  ambition  with  an  active  practice,  which  has 
grown  in  volume  with  the  passing  of  the  years. 
There  are  numerous  persons  to-day  who  are  deeply 
grateful  to  Dr.  Riffer  for  his  professional  minis¬ 
trations. 

David  Homer  Riffer  was  born  in  Cochran  Mills, 
Pennsylvania,  October  22,  1878,  the  son  of  David, 
who  died  March  29,  1917,  and  Marguerite  (Riggle) 
Riffer,  who  died  April  30,  1913.  His  father  was  a 
farmer.  Having  received  his  preliminary  train¬ 
ing  in  the  public  schools  of  Cochran  Mills  and 
Eldersridge  Academy,  the  son,  David  H.,  entered 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh  (Medical  Depart¬ 
ment),  whence  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1905  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He 
entered  practice  of  his  profession  at  Cochran  Mills, 
where  he  remained  for  five  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  period  he  felt  called  upon  to  devote  his  skill 
to  the  specialty  of  treating  eye  diseases,  and  he 
came  to  Leechburg,  doing  special  work  in  this  line. 
Dr.  Riffer  enjoys  a  splendid  reputation  among  his 
fellow  practitioners,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Medical  Association,  Pennsylvania  State  Med¬ 
ical  Society,  and  the  Armstrong  County  Medical 
Society. 

A  loyal  member  and  supporter  of  the  Republican 
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party  and  its  policies  and  candidates,  Dr.  Riffer 
is  highly  prized  for  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  edu¬ 
cation.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Lutheran  Church. 

Dr.  Riffer  was  married,  December  25,  1905,  to 
Lucy  Cole,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Laird,  bom  December  9,  1906;  David,  born 
March  2,  1910 ;  Aline,  born  October  25,  1913 ;  and 
Marguerite  Alice,  born  January  30,  1918. 


CHARLES  W.  CARNAHAN— With  the 
gradual  increase  of  his  responsibilities  as  an  offi¬ 
cial  of  the  Citizens’  National  Bank  of  Indiana, 
Mr.  Carnahan  revealed  an  efficiency  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  financial  affairs  and  of  hearty  cooperation 
with  the  plans  of  the  institution  that  received  its 
due  recognition.  His  assistant  cashiership  of  the 
bank  is  inclusive  of  the  duties  of  the  general 
charge  of  its  interests ;  and  his  popularity  among 
his  colleagues,  as  well  as  with  the  general  public, 
has  been  amply  demonstrated.  Mr.  Carnahan  is 
widely  known  throughout  this  part  of  the  State, 
and  is  highly  esteemed.  He  is  a  son  of  J.  Otis 
and  Eva  (Porterfield)  Carnahan,  of  Porterfield; 
his  father,  who  has  been  an  active  farmer  all  his 
life,  is  now  retired,  living  at  Parkwood,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Charles  W.  Carnahan  was  born  July  27,  1888, 
in  Indiana,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools. 
With  the  exception  of  three  years,  when  he  was 
associated  with  the  photograph  business  of  T.  B. 
Clark,  Mr.  Carnahan,  throughout  his  business  ca¬ 
reer,  has  been  identified  with  banking,  and  with 
the  one  institution,  the  Citizens’  National  Bank  of 
Indiana,  at  first  as  bookkeeper  and  then  as  assist¬ 
ant  cashier;  and  later  he  was  made  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors,  so  continuing  to  the  present 
time.  In  connection  with  his  present  office,  also, 
Mr.  Carnahan,  due  to  certain  changes  in  the  bank, 
had  been  in  managerial  charge  of  its  interests  up 
to  late  in  1924.  In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr. 
Carnahan  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  his  vote  and  influence  are  exerted  in  that 
party’s  favor.  During  the  World  War  he  was 
prominent  in  all  movements  for  the  support  of  the 
work  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  was 
active  in  the  Liberty  Loan  interests.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Lodge  No.  313,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
Coudersport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite,  thirty-second  degree,  and  Jaffa  Temple, 


Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Cosmopolitan 
Club.  His  religious  faith  is  with  the  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

Charles  W.  Carnahan  married,  in  1914,  Bess 
Elizabeth  Earnest,  of  Westmoreland  County, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Wilson  S.  and  Mary  (George) 
Earnest,  of  Latrobe ;  and  they  have  one  son, 
Charles  W.,  Jr.,  born  December  30,  1916. 


WILLIAM  P.  HYDE,  an  oil  producer  of 
Bradford,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens 
of  the  city.  He  has  been  tax  collecter  of  Tar- 
port,  and  has  been  active  in  all  civic  and  improve¬ 
ment  activities  of  Bradford,  being  one  of  the 
twelve  men  who  many  years  ago  agitated  for 
the  incorporation  of  the  eastern  portion  of  Brad¬ 
ford  into  a  borough. 

William  P.  Hyde  was  born  in  Chautauqua, 
New  York,  June  27,  1847,  the  son  of  Alvah  and 
Orilla  (Walbridge)  Hyde,  his  father  a  well  known 
farmer  of  Chautauqua  County..  New  York,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

William  P.  Hyde  was  educated  in  the  public 
and  high  schools  of  Forestville,  New  York,  and 
in  the  Meadville  College.  Until  he  was  twenty- 
five  years  old,  Mr.  Hyde  was  a  farmer  in  Sheri¬ 
dan,  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  and  then  he 
moved  to  Bradford.  For  about  one  year,  in  1877, 
he  was  an  oil  pumper,  and  then  applied  his  oil¬ 
working  experience  to  producing  oil.  He  has 
been  an  operator  ever  since,  and  holds  valuable 
leases  in  Bradford  and  Tiona  fields,  which  include 
leases  on  fields  in  Eastern  Bradford  and  at  the 
State  line.  At  the  present  time  he  is  producing 
oil  at  Bells  Camp,  Pennsylvania,  between  Bells 
Camp  and  at  the  State  line,  where  he  owns  about 
three  hundred  acres,  and  has  eighty  producing 
wells,  and  is  still  drilling.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
of  the  Bradford  fields. 

Mr.  Hyde  is  the  only  surviving  member  of  the 
group  of  prominent  men  who  signed  the  petition 
calling  for  the  establishment  of  the  eastern  part 
of  Bradford,  then  known  as  Tarport,  and  now  a 
part  of  the  city  of  Bradford,  as  a  borough.  Mr. 
Hyde  served  as  tax  collector  of  Tarport  for  three 
years.  He  attends  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Bradford. 

William  P.  Hyde  married  (first)  Julia  Bentley, 
who  died  in  1887,  leaving  four  children:  1.  Harry, 
who  married  Jennie  Landrick,  and  they  have  two 
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children:  Gladys  and  William.  They  reside  at 
Gilmore,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Maude,  who  married 
Frank  Miller,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Julia. 
They  reside  in  Hornell,  New  York.  3.  Edgar, 
who  married  Edna  Moseley,  who  is  the  mother  of 
his  three  children:  Virginia,  Marjorie,  and 
Jeanne.  They  are  living  at  Bells  Camp,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  4.  Frank,  who  married  Molly  Delo,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  Frank.  Jr.,  Jane,  and 
Nellie  Beth,  who  was  killed  by  an  automobile, 
January  20,  1924,  when  seven  years  old.  Their 
home  is  at  Derrick  City,  Pennsylvania.  William 
P.  Hyde  married  (second),  April  21,  1891,  Flor¬ 
ence  M.  Patterson,  daughter  of  J.  J.  and  Ella 
E.  (Roada)  Patterson.  They  live  at  No.  373 
East  Main  Street,  Bradford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hyde 
are  also  rearing  their  great-grandson,  Asa  A. 
Ashworth,  now  (1925)  five  years  of  age.  He 
is  the  son  of  Asa  and  Julia  (Miller)  Ashworth. 


FINDLEY  A.  MATEER— A  leading  business 
man  and  esteemed  citizen  of  Kittanning,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  is  Findley  A.  Mateer,  who  owns  and  op¬ 
erates  a  well-equipped  shoe  store  in  that  city. 
He  was  born  in  Armstrong  County  April  30,  1888, 
son  of  J.  Harvey  and  Clara  (Calahan)  Mateer. 
His  father,  a  farmer,  died  October  24,  1925,  and 
his  mother  February  14,  1920.  Before  beginning  a 
business  of  his  own,  after  receiving  a  good  com¬ 
mon  school  education  in  the  Armstrong  County 
public  schools,  Mr.  Mateer  had  several  years  of 
varied  and  profitable  experience.  He  worked  for 
various  department  and  grocery  stores  as  clerk 
until  January  1,  1917.  In  that  year  he  established 
the  Mateer  Shoe  Store  in  Kittanning,  which  he 
owns  exclusively  and  operates  on  a  large  scale, 
utilizing  the  services  of  seven  employees  and  the 
floor  space  provided  by  basement  and  ground  floor. 
His  knowledge  of  quality  stands  him  in  good  stead 
in  the  selection  of  his  wares,  and  all  his  shoes 
bear  his  own  trademark.  A  Democrat  in  political 
sympathies,  Mr.  Mateer  willingly  lends  his  support 
to  projects  for  community  betterment,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Ki- 
wanis  Club.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Mateer  married  (first),  in  1909,  Beulah  Orr, 
who  died  in  1920.  He  married  (second),  May  16, 
1925,  Mildred  McCullom.  By  his  first  union  Mr. 
Mateer  had  two  daughters :  Mildred,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  25,  1911;  and  Lucille,  born  March  3,  1914. 


URIAH  HAIGH  ESHELMAN— A  builder 
who  had  won  for  himself  a  place  at  the  front 
among  the  contractors  in  Franklin  and  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  county,  Uriah  Haigh  Eshelman  de¬ 
served  well  of  his  generation  and  all  with  whom  he 
was  associated  in  his  business  and  his  social  life, 
for  he  was  accounted  a  citizen  of  the  best  type,  a 
dependable  colleague  in  all  business  concerns,  and 
a  friend  worthy  of  every  confidence  and  trust.  He 
was  a  son  of  Jacob  Eshelman  and  Hannah  (Haigh) 
Eshelman,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Henry  Haigh. 

Uriah  Haigh  Eshelman  was  born  October  15, 
1850,  in  Fayette  County,  and  he  attended  the  Jef¬ 
ferson  County  schools.  As  he  was  fourth  in  a 
family  of  nine  children,  he  began  to  support  him¬ 
self  when  he  was  ten  years  old,  and  shortly  after¬ 
wards  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  For  a  period 
he  was  engaged  in  bridge  building,  and  for  the 
most  active  part  of  his  career  he  had  established 
himself  in  the  contracting  business  in  Franklin, 
where  he  had  built  many  of  its  finest  structures. 
In  political  matters  Mr.  Eshelman  was  a  Demo¬ 
crat.  His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Eshelman  married,  December  24,  1874,  in 
Clover  Township,  Jefferson,  Melinda  Carrier, 
daughter  of  Albert  Ackley  Carrier,  son  of  Eu- 
phrastus  and  Harriet  (Buell)  Carrier,  both  of 
Connecticut,  and  of  Almyra  McCann  Carrier. 
Their  children  were:  1.  Almyra,  a  teacher  in 
Franklin  schools.  2.  Mabel  M.  3.  Fayette  Clin¬ 
ton,  a  graduate  of  Bucknell  College,  and  of  Jef¬ 
ferson  Medical  School  with  his  medical  degree ;  he 
is  a  practicing  physician  at  Hazleton,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  married  Bessie  Boyer  Schell.  4. 
Thomas  Austin,  a  graduate  of  the  Dental  School 
of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  with  his  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery,  and  practicing  at 
Franklin.  He  married  Rena  Geiger.  Uriah  Haigh 
Eshelman  died  August  6,  1918,  in  Franklin. 


WILLIAM  HARRY  COX,  JR.— One  of  the 

outstanding  lumber  dealers  of  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  a  man  well  known  in  Masonic  circles  and 
prominent  in  local  organizations,  William  Harry 
Cox,  of  Franklin,  was  active  in  many  spheres  of 
community  life.  Mr.  Cox  died  suddenly,  on  Janu¬ 
ary  27,  1924,  cut  off  in  his  prime  at  the  age  of 
forty,  and  the  shock  was  a  severe  one  to  his  many 
friends  and  acquaintances,  for  he  was  a  man  held 
in  high  regard  by  the  entire  city.  He  was  the  son 
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of  William  H.  and  Sarah  (Phillips)  Cox,  both  of 
whom  survive  him.  His  father,  William  H.  Cox, 
son  of  Samuel  Cox,  is  a  well  known  lumber  man. 

William  Harry  Cox,  Jr.,  was  born  at  New  Castle 
November  20,  1883.  He  attended  the  public  and 
high  schools  of  that  place  and  later  Bucknell  Uni¬ 
versity.  After  leaving  college  Mr.  Cox  went  im¬ 
mediately  into  the  lumber  business  with  his  father. 
He  soon  manifested  exceptional  business  qualities, 
and  was  very  successful  in  this  field.  Mr.  Cox  had 
been  a  resident  of  Franklin  for  seventeen  years, 
and  had  become  intimately  identified  with  its  in¬ 
terests,  both  business  and  social,  as  well  as  with 
many  civic  enterprises.  He  was  a  thirty-second 
degree  Mason,  affiliated  with  Syria  Temple,  An¬ 
cient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
and  belonged  to  Franklin  Council,  Royal  and  Se¬ 
lect  Masters;  to  Franklin  Commandery,  No.  44, 
Knights  Templar,  and  other  Masonic  bodies. 
Among  his  clubs  were  the  Franklin,  the  Kiwanis, 
and  the  Wanango.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  was  interested  in  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  and  each  year  took 
care  of  a  number  of  poor  boys’  memberships  in  that 
organization. 

Mr.  Cox  married,  in  Lewisburg,  Pennsylvania, 
on  December  25,  1902,  Helen  T.  Sechler,  daughter 
of  Robert  F.  and  Adda  E.  (Musser)  Sechler,  both 
deceased.  The  father,  Robert  F.  Sechler,  who  was 
the  son  of  John  and  Anna  (Wolfe)  Sechler,  was 
a  post  office  employe.  Helen  T.  (Sechler)  Cox, 
born  in  Union  County,  Pennsylvania,  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mr.  Cox  at  Bucknell  University, 
where  they  were  both  students.  She  is  prominent 
in  clubs  and  other  organizations  in  Franklin, 
being  a  member  of  the  Woman’s  Club,  of  Frank¬ 
lin,  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  the  Wan¬ 
ango  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  were  the  parents  of 
one  son :  Robert  William,  born  June  17,  1908,  who, 
with  his  mother,  survives  Mr.  Cox.  The  latter 
dropped  dead  at  his  home  Sunday,  January  27, 
1924,  having  been  apparently  in  good  health  up 
until  the  end,  though  he  had  undergone  treatment 
some  six  months  before  which  had  seemed  to  be 
successful. 

“The  Franklin  News-Herald*  expressed  the  sen¬ 
timent  of  many  in  the  following  words,  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  its  columns  the  day  after  Mr.  Cox’s 
death. 

He  had  long  since  been  recognized  as  one  of 
the  city’s  most  prominent  residents.  ...  To 
know  Harry  Cox  was  to  know  a  friend  of  un¬ 


usual  faithfulness  and  of  many  splendid  and  lik¬ 
able  qualities.  His  was  the  kind  of  friendship 
that  is  cherished  and  ripens  with  the  years.  Few 
unfortunates  or  those  in  financial  straits  went  to 
him  with  an  appeal  that  was  not  answered  in  some 
substantial  way,  and  worthwhile  charities  always 
were  generously  supported  by  him.  Few  men  of 
his  age  attained  such  outstanding  success  in  busi¬ 
ness  so  early  in  life,  but  his  ability  along  that  line 
was  only  one  of  many  characteristics. 


DR.  FRANK  B.  STEVENSON,  who  since 
1912  has  practiced  his  profession  in  Indiana,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  specializing  on  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat 
diseases,  is  well  known  and  liked  in  social  and 
civic  circles  there  as  well  as  in  the  professional 
sphere.  He  is  a  son  of  John  L.  and  Anna 
(Walsh)  Stevenson,  of  Nova  Scotia,  both  still 
living,  the  father  a  farmer. 

Frank  B.  Stevenson  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia, 
Canada,  November  23,  1883.  He  attended  the  ele¬ 
mentary  and  high  schools  of  Massachusetts  and 
then  entered  Jefferson  Medical  School  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1908  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  After  a  year  of 
interneship  in  the  Adrian  Hospital  of  Punxsutaw- 
ney,  he  conducted  a  general  practice  for  two  years 
in  Iselin,  Pennsylvania.  He  then  took  a  post¬ 
graduate  course  in  Philadelphia,  with  a  view  to 
specializing  in  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  diseases, 
and  since  1912  has  practiced  in  Indiana.  During 
the  World  War  Dr.  Stevenson  was  commissioned 
first  lieutenant  and  stationed  first  at  Fort  Ogle¬ 
thorpe  and  then  at  Camp  Custer,  Michigan.  After 
his  return  to  Indiana,  Dr.  Stevenson  conceived  the 
plan  of  opening  a  private  hospital,  chiefly  for  the 
diseases  in  which  he  is  specializing,  and  in  1921 
he  established  such  a  hospital  with  accommodations 
for  twelve  patients,  and  has  continued  to  operate 
it  since  that  date.  He  is  a  member  of  County  and 
State  Medical  societies,  and  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  is  highly  regarded  within  the  pro¬ 
fession.  Fraternally,  Dr.  Stevenson  is  affiliated 
with  Lodge  No.  313,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Williamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite,  and  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Altoona,  and  he 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Cosmopolitan  Club,  the 
Indiana  Country  Club,  the  Ingleside  Literary  Club, 
and  the  Indiana  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Polit¬ 
ically,  Dr.  Stevenson  is  a  Republican,  and  his  re¬ 
ligious  connections  are  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 
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Dr.  Stevenson  married,  on  October  28,  19x4, 
Elizabeth  Wood,  of  Philadelphia,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Frank  B.,  Jr.,  who  attends  the  local  pub¬ 
lic  schools. 


ROY  W.  POLLOCK— In  spite  of  physical 
infirmities,  the  dogged  determination  of  Roy  W. 
Pollock  has  made  him  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Kittanning,  Armstrong  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  was  born  November  7,  1880,  in  Perry 
Township,  Clarion  County.  He  is  a  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  W.  and  Sarah  C.  (Slingluff)  Pollock,  both 
living. 

Roy  W.  Pollock  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Perry  Township.  He  lived  on  a  farm 
until  he  was  twenty-one,  in  the  intervals  of  attend¬ 
ing  school  until  he  was  sixteen.  At  that  time  it 
was  necessary  to  take  him  out  of  school  on  ac¬ 
count  of  disabling  rheumatism.  This  malady  he 
suffered  from  acutely  until  1902,  when  his  condi¬ 
tion  improved  sufficiently  to  warrant  his  engag¬ 
ing  in  business.  He  established  himself  in  the  real 
estate  and  insurance  field  in  Kittanning,  and  has 
been  able  to  continue  to  the  present  time,  which 
lacks  two  years  of  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  in 
the  community,  and  his  will  power  has  won  for 
him  the  admiration  of  all,  no  less  than  many 
friends.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a 
member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  the  Kittanning  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Armstrong  County  Insurance  Agents’ 
Association  in  1924,  and  the  Armstrong  County 
Real  Estate  Board  in  1925,  and  is  affiliated  with 
the  various  State  and  National  organizations  of 
each  local  order.  He  never  married.  His  busi¬ 
ness  address  is  No.  no  North  McKean  Street, 
his  house  address  No.  432  ^Jefferson  Street,  Kit¬ 
tanning,  Pennsylvania. 


LOUIS  HARRY  NEVINS— A  monument  to 
the  business  ability  and  progressive  spirit  of  Louis 
Harry  Nevins  was  erected  by  himself  during  his 
lifetime  in  the  form  of  the  department  store  bear¬ 
ing  his  name  in  Kittanning,  and  said  to  be  the 
largest  establishment  of  its  kind  in  Armstrong 
County  devoted  exclusively  to  the  sale  of  goods 
for  women.  The  founder  of  this  store  built  up 
the  business  until  12,000  square  feet  of  floor  space 
was  required  to  house  the  merchandise  carried  in 


stock,  and  the  force  of  employes  numbered  fifty. 
Mr.  Nevins  was  commendably  proud  of  the  fact 
that  his  establishment  had  grown  to  such  con¬ 
siderable  proportions  before  he  passed  away,  nearly 
ten  years  ago.  The  reputation  that  attached  to  the 
Nevins  firm  has  been  maintained  since  his  death 
by  the  present  management,  which  is  faithfully 
carrying  out  the  ideals  as  incorporated  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  by  Mr.  Nevins. 

Louis  Harry  Nevins  was  born  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  October  29,  1873,  the  son  of  Morris 
and  Ray  (Nevins)  Nevins,  who  were  cousins,  his 
father  having  been  a  merchant  in  Pittsburgh. 
Having  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  city,  the  son,  Louis  H.,  entered  the 
employ  of  David  Rosenthal,  who  later  became  his 
father-in-law,  as  bookkeeper  in  the  Rosenthal  fur¬ 
niture  store  in  Pittsburgh.  He  remained  in  that 
position  for  one  and  a  half  years,  and  in  1897  he 
established  himself  in  business  in  the  department 
store  in  Kittanning,  which  still  bears  his  name. 
Fortune  favored  the  new  enterprise,  and  into  its 
management  Mr.  Nevins  put  all  his  energy  and 
attention,  adding  from  time  to  time,  as  demand 
seemed  to  warrant  taking  them  on,  departments 
for  different  lines  of  women’s  apparel.  Mr. 
Nevins  died  in  1916,  but  he  lived  to  see  his  es¬ 
tablishment  take  the  place  of  being  the  largest  de¬ 
partment  store  of  the  kind  in  Kittanning  and  the 
county. 

Mr.  Nevins  was  affiliated  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Order  of  Foresters,  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Kittanning  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Nevins  married,  July  7,  1894,  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  Bella  Rosenthal,  daughter  of  David 
and  Hannah  (Browers)  Rosenthal,  of  Pittsburgh. 
To  them  were  born  three  children :  Sidney  Paul,  on 
January  25,  1904;  Elinor  Louise,  on  October  4, 
1908,  and  Charles  Edwin,  on  April  19,  1910. 


WILLIAM  ALFRED  BONE — In  the  prime 
of  life  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  leadership  in 
Republican  circles,  William  Alfred  Bone,  now 
serving  as  sheriff  of  Mercer  County,  is  classified 
among  the  most  capable  of  public  officials  of  the 
county,  with  which  he  has  been  identified  in  one 
way  or  another  most  of  his  life.  Sheriff  Bone, 
well  known  as  a  railroad  engineer  for  the  Bes¬ 
semer  &  Lake  Erie  line  prior  to  taking  office  as 
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chief  officer  of  Mercer  County,  is  a  man  of  wide 
influence  in  public  and  political  affairs,  and  he 
holds  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  entire  populace. 
He  has  done  much  toward  bringing  progress  to 
Mercer  County,  and  is  highly  regarded  for  his 
activities. 

Sheriff  William  Alfred  Bone  was  born  in  Polk 
County,  Tennessee,  June  29,  1870,  the  son  of 
Alfred  Bone,  a  miner,  and  Mary  Ann  (Grubb) 
Bone,  and  he  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  Hickory  Township,  Mercer  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  the  family  moved  when  the  sheriff 
was  but  two  years  old.  His  first  work  was  as 
an  employee  of  the  railroad,  in  which  he  rose  to 
locomotive  engineer,  a  post  he  held  for  many  years 
until  he  was  elected  in  1923  to  the  office  of 
sheriff  of  Mercer  County.  Sheriff  Bone  had  long 
been  active  in  politics  and  was  acknowledged  the 
leader  of  the  Republican  Party  in  the  county 
before  his  election  to  the  highest  public  position 
in  the  county,  and  he  has  since  proved  himself  a 
most  able  and  public-spirited  official.  He  was 
elected  in  1923  as  sheriff,  the  term  being  for  four 
years. 

Mr.  Bone  belongs  to  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  being  a  member  of  Mercer  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar,  and  the  Lodge  of  Perfection; 
he  also  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers  and 
the  Mercer  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  Mercer, 
the  county  capital.  He  and  his  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Mercer. 

Sheriff  Bone  married  Minnie  Thomas,  daughter 
of  William  George  and  Annie  (Gilbert)  Thomas, 
in  Grove  City,  July  11,  1893,  and  there  are  seven 
children  of  this  union,  two  others  having  died  in 
infancy:  1.  Mary  Ann,  born  in  1894.  2.  Alberta 
Virginia,  born  in  1897.  3.  William  Alfred,  Jr., 

born  in  1899.  4.  Nellie  Lucille,  born  in  1902.  5. 
Vivian  Rogeane,  born  in  1904.  6.  James  Dewayne, 
born  in  1911.  7.  Robert  Thomas,  born  in  1913. 
The  two  who  died  were  Ralph  Thomas,  born  in 
1909,  and  Dorothy  Winifred,  born  in  1910. 


CEARING  VANDERLIN  PETERS,  whose 
untimely  death  May  15,  1925,  brought  a  great  loss 
to  the  business,  social,  and  religious  circles  of 
Oil  City,  was  a  man  of  inherited  and  acquired  tal¬ 
ents,  and  has  probably  left  a  deeper  impression  of 
his  personality  upon  the  city  than  any  other  resi¬ 


dent  of  recent  years.  Born  April  13,  1873,  in  the 
parsonage  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Clintonville,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  father,  the 
late  Rev.  Cearing  Peters,  was  pastor,  he  was  reared 
amid  men  of  thought  and  action  who  were  influ¬ 
ential  in  moulding  public  opinion  and  piloting  it  in 
the  right  direction. 

After  receiving  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
public  schools,  Mr.  Peters  took  a  more  advanced 
preparation  for  his  life  work  at  the  Clarion  State 
Normal  School,  after  which  he  embarked  in  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself.  In  1898  he  located  in  Oil  City, 
where  he  entered  the  furniture  firm  of  Alexander, 
Peters  &  Wakely.  Later,  he  became  engaged  in 
the  production  of  oil,  which  he  continued  until  his 
death,  having  been  most  successful.  In  all  his 
work,  Mr.  Peters  proved  himself  to  be  an  energetic 
man,  possessed  of  good  business  qualifications, 
amply  able  to  conduct  his  affairs  with  credit  and 
ability,  thereby  accumulating  a  large  ■  amount, 
which  he  regarded  as  a  trust.  By  so  doing  he 
aided  a  number  of  institutions  by  his  influence  and 
means,  especially  the  erection  of  the  new  Trinity 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  edifice,  to  which  he 
was  one  of  the  most  liberal  contributors,  and  of 
which  he  was  chairman  of  the  building  committee. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Library  Commis¬ 
sion,  and  was  deeply  interested  in  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association,  in  which  he  became  one  of 
the  valuable  leaders  of  the  organization.  Doubt¬ 
less  much  of  his  ability  for  leadership  was  devel¬ 
oped  in  the  home  life  of  the  parsonage,  where  his 
mother,  Hannah  (Ride)  Peters  so  nobly  conducted 
the  training  of  her  children,  proving  a  true  help¬ 
mate  to  her  husband. 

At  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania,  September  24,  1902, 
Mr.  Peters  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  Eliz¬ 
abeth  McCracken,  only  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Emma  Elizabeth  (Black)  McCracken.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Peters  were  born  the  following  children,  a 
daughter  and  a  son :  Elizabeth,  born  December  25, 
1903,  educated  in  the  Oil  City  High  School  and  Al¬ 
legheny  College;  and  Edward  Vanderlin,  born  Oc¬ 
tober  2,  1905,  educated  at  Hill  Preparatory  School 
and  at  Princeton  University. 


JOHN  IRWIN  ZERBE,  M.  D.— An  out¬ 
standing  citizen  of  Venango  County  is  John  Irwin 
Zerbe,  M.  D.,  not  alone  because  of  his  skill  and 
patience  in  dealing  with  the  sick  and  suffering  who 
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come  to  him  in  the  course  of  his  private  practice, 
but  because  of  his  leadership  in  organized  medical 
progress  in  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Sacra¬ 
mento,  Schuylkill  County,  Pennsylvania,  March  9, 
1879,  son  of  John  D.  and  Elizabeth  Ellen  (Saltzer) 
Zerbe.  His  paternal  grandparents  were  Daniel 
and  Lydia  (Dietrich)  Zerbe,  and  his  great-grand¬ 
father,  John  Zerbe,  married  a  Miss  Artz.  His  ma¬ 
ternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Mary  (Clark) 
Saltzer,  and  his  father  was  the  son  of  John 
Saltzer  and  his  wife,  Dolly  (Wolfe)  Saltzer,  who 
came  from  England. 

John  D.  Zerbe,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
record,  was  a  prominent  merchant  of  Sacramento. 
There  John  Irwin  (J.  Irwin)  Zerbe  acquired  the 
rudiments  of  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Hubley  Township,  and  he  continued  his  schooling 
at  the  Valley  View  High  School,  Millersville  State 
Normal  and  Perkiomen  Seminary,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1899.  His  special  medical  train¬ 
ing  was  procured  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Col¬ 
lege  in  Philadelphia,  which  he  completed  in  1907. 
Dr.  Zerbe  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Schuyl¬ 
kill  County  for  seven  years,  in  Montgomery  County 
for  one,  and  in  Perkiomen  Seminary  he  taught  nat¬ 
ural  science  for  a  year.  For  two  years  he  was 
demonstrator  in  the  Pathological  Laboratory  of  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  College,  and  for  a  year  an 
interne  in  the  hospital  connected  with  that  insti¬ 
tution.  Thus  he  was  admirably  equipped  for  the 
practice  of  his  profession  when  he  began  to  do  so. 
For  three  years  he  served  as  assistant  physician  at 
the  Institution  for  the  Feeble-minded  at  Polk, 
Venango  County.  As  another  generous  piece  of 
public  service,  Dr.  Zerbe,  in  the  summer  of  1906, 
was  engaged  on  the  mosquito  survey  conducted  by 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Department  of  Health.  In 
1910  he  established  himself  in  offices  in  the  Trust 
Company  Building  in  Franklin,  where  he  ministers 
ably  and  sympathetically  to  an  ever-increasing 
clientele.  Dr.  Zerbe  has  a  vigorous  and  alert  mind, 
well-trained  in  the  research  as  well  as  the  prac¬ 
tical  phases  of  his  profession,  and  he  concentrates 
on  the  application  of  the  best  in  medical  progress 
to  his  own  practice.  As  a  diagnostician  and  a 
careful  practitioner  Dr.  Zerbe  has  few  equals  in 
his  part  of  the  State.  During  the  World  War  he 
offered  himself  to  his  country,  serving  first  on  the 
local  draft  board,  then  as  captain  in  the  Medical 
Corps,  stationed  at  Fort  Oglethorpe,  Georgia,  and 
in  General  Hospital  No.  14,  Medical  Officers’ 


Training  Group.  Dr.  Zerbe  still  holds  a  commis¬ 
sion  as  captain  in  the  Reserve  Corps.  His  wider 
professional  interests  are  concerned  with  the  work 
of  the  Venango  County  Medical  Society.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical 
Society  and  the  American  Medical  Association. 
He  is  affiliated  with  all  branches  of  Masonry,  with 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
with  the  Societe  des  40  Hommes  et  8  Chevaux, 
and  with  the  American  Legion.  His  social  and 
recreational  clubs  are  the  Rotary,  Franklin,  and  the 
Inter-City  Gun  Club. 

Dr.  Zerbe  married,  in  Franklin,  on  August  18, 
1910,  Florence  Wiley,  daughter  of  Major-General 
John  A.  Wiley,  deceased,  and  his  wife,  Mary 
(Trich)  Wiley.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Zerbe  reside  in 
Franklin  in  a  beautiful  home  on  Elk  Street,  where 
the  view  is  particularly  fine,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  one  child:  Joan  Wiley  Zerbe. 


MAURICE  HUNGIVILLE— Born  in  the  oil 

regions  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
Maurice  Hungiville  later  became  interested  in 
that  industry  which  has  produced  so  much  wealth. 
His  parents,  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Shea)  Hungi¬ 
ville,  were  both  born  in  Ireland,  his  father  com¬ 
ing  to  America  when  about  twenty  years  of  age 
and  settling  in  Keating  Township,  McKean 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  where 
his  son,  Maurice,  was  born  on  August  28,  1855. 
The  boy  attended  the  district  school  near  his 
home  and  remained  on  the  farm  until  he  had 
reached  his  majority,  when  he  went  to  Sawyer 
City  in  the  same  county  and  was  employed  by  the 
firm  of  Rogers  and  Davis,  doing  general  clerking 
and  handling  lumber,  after  which  he  was  engaged 
with  the  Forest  Oil  Company  for  a  period  of 
eleven  years.  After  two  years  in  the  employ  of 
this  concern,  he  began  operations  as  an  oil  pro¬ 
ducer.  This  was  in  1886,  and  Mr.  Hungiville  has 
been  active  among  oil  men  from  that  date  up  to 
the  present  time.  His  base  is  at  Rixford,  though 
his  residence  is  at  Bradford,  where  since  1919  he 
has  made  his  home  at  No.  30  Jackson  Avenue. 
Having  passed  his  entire  life  in  an  environment  of 
oil  wells,  Mr.  Hungiville  has  known  the  industry 
from  its  early  history  and  has  seen  it  develop 
vastly  both  in  extent  and  in  methods  of  pro¬ 
duction. 

A  well  known  citizen  of  Bradford,  Mr.  Hungi¬ 
ville  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Commerce  and 
of  the  Oil  Men’s  Club.  Fraternally  he  is  affili- 
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ated  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  with  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

In  1880  Maurice  Hungiville  married  Mary  Mc- 
N alley,  and  they  have  a  family  of  eight  children: 
Fred  H.,  Bernard  T.,  Clara  Hazel,  Elizabeth  R., 
Robert  E.,  Maurice  W.,  Emma  H.,  and  Mar¬ 
garet  K. 


JOHN  A.  FOX — The  growth  of  banking  un¬ 
folds  a  story  of  the  development  of  communities, 
towns,  and  cities  and  the  enterprise  of  the  most 
conservative  of  business  men.  John  A.  Fox,  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer  of  the  Safe  Deposit  and  Title 
Guarantee  Company,  of  Kittanning,  was  born  in 
Armstrong  County.  His  father,  George  H.  Fox, 
preceded  him  in  the  banking  post  he  holds.  His 
mother  was  Anna  (Foreman)  Fox,  of  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Mr.  Fox  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Armstrong  County.  He  was  for  three  years  in 
the  banking  and  real  estate  business  in  Philadel¬ 
phia.  He  returned  to  Kittanning  in  1896  and  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  the  Safe  Deposit  and  Title 
Guarantee  Company,  as  a  teller.  This  banking  in¬ 
stitution  was  established  in  1890.  Its  first  board 
of  officers  included:  President,  Alexander  Rey¬ 
nolds;  secretary  and  treasurer,  George  H.  Fox; 
vice-president,  James  McCullough,  Jr.;  directors, 
Valentine  Neubert,  J.  F.  Heilman,  and  M.  F. 
Leason.  Mr.  Reynolds  removed  to  California,  and 
Mr.  Heilman  was  elected  his  successor  as  presi¬ 
dent.  In  1904  he  was  succeeded  by  W.  B.  Mere¬ 
dith,  who  served  until  his  death  in  1924.  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Cullough  was  elected  president,  and  continues  in 
office.  In  1904  John  A.  Fox  became  secretary  and 
treasurer.  The  original  capital  of  the  company 
was  $135,000,  and  it  never  has  been  increased. 
When  first  established  the  bank  employed  two 
persons,  whereas  its  business  now  requires  fifteen. 
It  is  the  largest  trust  company  in  Armstrong 
County;  and  its  place  of  business  has  been  con¬ 
tinuously  at  the  corner  of  Market  and  McKean 
streets,  where  it  occupies  its  own  modern  and 
handsome  building.  Mr.  Fox  is  also  a  director  in 
several  local  coal  companies. 

Mr.  Fox  is  a  member  of  Kittanning  Lodge,  No. 
244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Orient  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons ;  of  Kittanning  Council,  Royal 
and  Select  Masters ;  of  the  Pittsburgh  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  of  Syria 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mys¬ 


tic  Shrine.  He  belongs  to  the  Kittanning  Coun¬ 
try  Club,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Ro¬ 
tary  Club.  His  address  is  the  Safe  Deposit  and 
Title  Guarantee  Company  of  Kittanning,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 


PAUL  AUSTIN  RILEY— With  World  War 
service  to  his  credit,  and  holding  the  position  of 
deputy  sheriff  of  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania, 
Paul  Austin  Riley  was  born  in  Greenville,  this 
State,  December  28,  1891.  His  education  was  ac¬ 
quired  in  the  public  schools.  His  business  associ¬ 
ation  is  with  the  Bessemer  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad, 
and  as  chief  deputy  sheriff.  In  politics,  Mr.  Riley 
is  a  Republican.  .  He  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
Navy  for  the  World  War  September  28,  1917, 
and  served  in  the  radio  section  of  the  navy.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  October  3,  1919.  Mr. 
Riley  is  a  Knight  Templar,  and  a  member  of  the 
Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  He  belongs  to  the  Green¬ 
ville  Country  Club.  In  religion  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  His  parents  are  Ellis 
Austin  and  Elma  (Osborne)  Riley. 

On  October  22,  1923,  Mr.  Riley  married,  in 
Grove  City,  Pennsylvania,  Nellie  Lucille  Bone, 
daughter  of  William  Alfred  and  Minnie  (Thomas) 
Bone,  the  former  being  sheriff  of  Mercer  County. 


CHESTER  A.  LEWIS — Among  the  well 
known  residents  of  Sharon,  Chester  A.  Lewis,  who 
has  grown  up  in  this  thriving  city  of  the  western 
section  of  our  State,  is  prominent.  His  business 
of  real  estate  and  insurance  is  centralized  in  Far¬ 
rell,  Pennsylvania,  but  his  activities  for  his  home 
community  have  been  of  important  service.  A 
native  of  an  adjacent  State,  Mr.  Lewis,  early  in 
his  life,  was  brought  to  this  city  by  his  parents, 
and  in  the  schools  of  Sharon  he  received  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  that  have  stood  him  in  such  good  stead  in 
his  business  career,  in  which  he  has  moved  steadily 
forward  to  a  substantial  success. 

Chester  A.  Lewis  was  born  in  1887  at  Bloom¬ 
field,  Ohio,  son  of  David  P.  and  Margaret  Lewis, 
his  father  a  well-known  farmer  of  his  section  of 
the  country.  Early  in  the  life  of  the  son  the  fam¬ 
ily  removed  to  Sharon,  and  here  the  son  attended 
the  public  schools,  and  on  the  completion  of  his 
education  became  engaged  in  the  insurance  and 
real  estate  business.  To-day  he  is  located  in  Far¬ 
rell,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  widely  known  through¬ 
out  a  large  area  for  his  keen  business  sense,  his 
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knowledge  of  a  good  piece  of  property,  and  his 
attention  to  the  interests  of  his  patrons.  Mr. 
Lewis,  while  not  active  politically,  takes  an  in¬ 
terest  in  his  civic  duties,  and  in  the  affairs  and 
movements  that  stand  for  the  progress  and  welfare 
of  his  communities,  in  both  his  business  and  resi¬ 
dential  centers.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order ; 
and  in  his  religious  connection  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church. 

Chester  A.  Lewis  married,  April  3,  1913,  at 
Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  May  A.  Murchie,  daughter 
of  John  and  Jane  (Stiles)  Murchie,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Jane  M.,  born  May 
19,  1914.  2.  Robert  C.,  born  April  8,  1916. 


WILLIAM  H.  PHILLIPS,  M.  D.,  was  born 
November  1,  1874,  in  Orangeville,  Ohio,  which  is 
now  a  part  of  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania,  a 
son  of  the  late  Samuel  Phillips  and  his  wife,  Lina 
(Haggerty)  Phillips,  now  living.  The  father  was 
a  farmer  and  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  War,  and  the 
son  grew  up  under  good  example  and  training, 
early  accustomed  to  the  duties  of  rural  life,  which 
trained  his  muscles  and  accustomed  him  to  indus¬ 
trious  application. 

Having  a  desire  to  enter  the  practice  of  the  heal¬ 
ing  art,  William  H.  Phillips  set  about  obtaining  an 
education  along  the  lines  that  would  fit  him  for 
that  noble  calling.  After  passing  through  the 
Greenville  public  schools  he  graduated  from  Thiel 
College  in  1896,  and  at  once  entered  the  Western 
Reserve  Medical  College  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1900.  He  immediately  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Green¬ 
ville,  where  he  has  become  an  active  factor  in  civil 
and  municipal  life,  as  well  as  professional,  and  is 
respected  and  esteemed  accordingly.  Independent 
of  partisan  dictates,  he  has  not  sought  any  part'  in 
the  management  of  public  concerns,  but  has  united 
with  various  clubs  and  fraternal  organizations,  and 
is  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Green¬ 
ville.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Associ¬ 
ation,  Mercer  County  Medical  Association,  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  N.  S.  N.,  a 
medical  college  fraternity,  also  the  Greenville 
Country  Club.  His  religious  connection  is  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

William  H.  Phillips  married,  April  27,  1904,  in 
Greenville,  Clara  Sutton  Stage,  daughter  of 
George  and  Margaret  (Sutton)  Stage,  of  that 


city.  They  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Mar¬ 
garet  Sutton,  born  June  2,  1908. 


FRANKLIN  GRAY  McINTOSH  was  born 
in  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania,  September  30,  1875, 
and  is  the  son  of  Duncan  and  Alice  (Gray)  Mc¬ 
Intosh.  His  father  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
October  25,  1852,  and  was  the  son  of  William 
and  Ann  (Dight)  McIntosh,  and  traces  his  ances¬ 
try  direct  to  the  chief  family  of  the  Clan  in  Scot¬ 
land,  through  one  of  the  branches  of  that  family. 
His  mother  came  from  old  American  stock  on 
both  sides  of  her  family.  Her  father  was  Ben¬ 
jamin  James  Gray  and  her  mother  Charlotte 
(Bailey)  Gray.  Her  father  was  a  son  of  Silas 
Gray  and  Sallie  (Watson)  Gray,  and  as  a  young 
man  was  an  ardent  Whig,  and  was  the  editor  of 
a  newspaper  in  Rockford,  Illinois,  when  that 
little  settlement  was  on  the  frontier. 

As  a  young  man  Duncan  McIntosh  received 
his  first  business  experience  in  the  office  of  John 
D.  Rockefeller.  Having  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  future  world’s  richest  man  when  he  joined 
the  latter’s  Bible  class,  as  many  of  the  young 
men  of  the  city  were  doing  at  that  time,  Duncan 
McIntosh  became  a  member  of  the  office  force  of 
the  man  who  afterwards  became  the  founder  of 
the  world’s  greatest  enterprise,  when  that  force 
could  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand. 
As  the  great  consolidation  of  oil  refineries 
began  to  take  shape  the  young  man,  Duncan,  was 
sent  to  the  Cleveland  plant  to  learn  the  mysteries 
of  the  refining  of  petroleum,  and  in  1874,  when 
only  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  was  sent  to  Oil 
City,  then  a  typical  oil  town  in  the  pioneer  oil 
region  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  to  take  charge 
of  the  recently  acquired  Imperial  Refinery  and 
Barrel  Works.  This  was  possibly  the  largest  of 
the  Standard  Oil  plants  at,  that  date,  but  as  time 
went  on  and  other  plants  were  acquired,  a  policy 
of  consolidation  commenced  to  take  place,  and  it 
was  decided  to  enlarge  the  works  at  Franklin, 
Pennsylvania,  at  the  expense  of  the  Oil  City  plant. 
Accordingly  in  the  fall  of  1884,  Duncan  McIntosh 
moved  to  Franklin  and  became  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Eclipse  Lubricating  Oil  Works. 

At  that  time  this  was  not  much  of  a  plant, 
but  under  the  management  of  Duncan  McIntosh 
it  soon  grew  to  be  the  largest  lubricating  oil 
works  in  the  world,  with  branches  at  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Olean,  New  York.  At  the 
time  of  the  retirement  of  Mr.  McIntosh,  in  1912, 
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the  Eclipse  Works  was  making  every  product 
obtainable  from  crude  petroleum  and  had  an  area 
of  more  than  a  mile  in  length  and  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  in  width.  Every  building  in  the  plant 
had  been  built  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Mr. 
McIntosh,  and  many  of  the  most  successful  pro¬ 
cesses  had  been  developed  by  him,  he  being  rec¬ 
ognized  throughout  the  entire  industry  as  one 
of  the  greatest  authorities  on  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  lubricating  oils.  For  many  years  and 
until  the  dissolution  of  the  Standard  Oil  Trust 
and  the  segregation  of  its  subsidiaries,  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Intosh  also  held  the  position  of  secretary  of  the 
Galena-Signal  Oil  Works  of  Franklin.  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Intosh  was  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank, 
the  Public  Library,  and  of  a  number  of  local  in¬ 
dustries,  He  had  no  desire  for  public  life  and 
refused  to  accept  a  number  of  political  offices 
that  were  offered  to  him.  He  was  an  active  and 
valued  member  of  the  Franklin  Presbyterian 
Church  and  was  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees.  Duncan  McIntosh  died  July  3,  1914,  at 
his  beautiful  suburban  estate,  Glen  Moy,  near 
Franklin,  where  during  the  last  ten  years  of  his 
life  he  lived  the  life  of  a  real  country  esquire,  and 
thus  realized  the  ambition  and  dreams  of  his 
early  manhood.  The  wife  of  Duncan  McIntosh, 
Alice  (Gray)  McIntosh,  died  in  March,  1915, 
just  eight  months  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 

Franklin  Gray  McIntosh,  their  only  son,  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Oil  City  and  Franklin,  continuing  at  Dr.  Hol¬ 
brook’s  Military  School  at  Ossining-on-the-Hud- 
son  and  at  Phillip’s  Academy,  Andover,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  completing  his  studies  at  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity,  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  While  at 
school  and  college  Mr.  McIntosh  took  an  ac¬ 
tive  part  in  athletics  of  all  kinds,  but  he  achieved 
the  greatest  prominence  in  football,  where  his 
unusual  height  and  weight,  undoubtedly,  gave 
him  an  advantage,  he  being  nearly  six  feet  four 
in  height  and  weighing  approximately  two  hun¬ 
dred  pounds.  With  a  father  so  closely  connected 
with  the  oil  business  it  is  not  surprising  that  the 
son  has  made  this  his  life’s  work.  However,  be¬ 
fore  entering  directly  into  this  line  of  work,  Mr. 
McIntosh  for  several  years  after  leaving  college 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  printing  ink, 
and  he  is  credited  with  having  developed  a  new 
process  for  using  one  of  the  by-products  of  petro¬ 
leum  for  the  manufacture  of  the  cheaper  grades  of 
ink.  This  was  a  pioneer  and  an  entirely  success¬ 


ful  development.  Heretofore  the  more  expensive 
linseed  and  resin  oils  had  always  been  used.  For 
a  number  of  years  many  of  the  great  papers  of 
our  eastern  and  middle-western  cities  were  being 
printed  with  the  product  of  the  little  plant  of  the 
Eclipse  Printing  Ink  Company,  which  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Intosh  developed  at  Franklin. 

But  in  1901  the  “call  of  oil”  was  heard  and  Mr. 
McIntosh  took  a  position  in  the  paraffine  wax 
department  of  the  Eclipse  Works  of  the  Atlantic 
Refining  Company  at  Franklin.  He  was  soon 
made  superintendent  of  this  department,  then  as¬ 
sistant  superintendent  of  the  plant  and  later  gen¬ 
eral  superintendent,  and  in  1914  he  was  made 
assistant  general  manager  and  sat  at  the  same 
desk  and  used  the  same  chair  which  had  been 
used  by  his  father  for  many  years.  During  the 
regime  of  Franklin  McIntosh  at  the  Eclipse 
Works,  there  were  many  enlargements  and  im¬ 
provements  made  in  the  plant  and  a  number  of 
new  and  successful  methods  of  refining  and  fin¬ 
ishing  various  petroleum  products  were  developed. 
However,  during  this  time  Mr.  McIntosh  had 
been  developing  oil  producing  properties  in  con¬ 
nection  with  his  brother-in-law  and  the  Hon.  Jo¬ 
seph  C.  Sibley,  and  in  the  fall  of  1916,  with  the 
intention  of  giving  more  attention  to  his  private 
interests,  and  following  a  severe  illness,  he  re¬ 
signed  his  position  with  the  Eclipse  Works.  In 
1918  Mr.  McIntosh  was  elected  a  director  of  the 
Standard  Sanitary  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Pittsburgh,  and  he  devotes  considerable  of  his 
time  and  energy  to  this  concern. 

Mr.  McIntosh  has  always  been  fond  of  travel¬ 
ing  and  since  he  has  had  the  leisure  to  carry  out 
his  desires  he  and  Mrs.  McIntosh  have  spent 
considerable  time  in  each  year  to  extensive  and 
intensive  travel  to  all  parts  of  this  country  as 
well  as  to  a  number  of  foreign  possessions.  He 
has  always  taken  great  interest  in  civic  affairs 
and  has  held  various  offices  in  the  different  civic 
bodies,  including  the  vice-presidency  of  the  local 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Franklin  Build¬ 
ing  and  Loan  Society,  the  presidency  of  the 
Franklin  Club,  and  for  many  years  was  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Franklin  Wild  Life  League.  He  has 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  work  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  and  since  the  inception  of  the  Venango- 
Clarion  County  Council  has  been  their  Chief 
Commissioner  He  has  taken  special  interest  in 
the  Boy  Scout  Camp  and  has  contributed 
liberally  both  of  his  time  and  means  to  make 
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their  permanent  camp  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
United  States.  He  is  fond  of  outdoor  life  and 
for  a  number  of  years  was  interested  in  the  breed¬ 
ing  and  showing  of  thoroughbred  dogs,  his  ken¬ 
nels  annexing  more  than  2,000  prizes  at  shows  all 
over  the  United  States  and  Canada.  He  produced 
seven  Champion  dogs  and  for  three  years  in  suc¬ 
cession  won  more  prizes  than  any  other  exhib¬ 
itor  of  his  breed.  Of  late  years  he  has  been  in¬ 
terested  in  the  Field  Trials  for  Pointer  and  Set¬ 
ter,  and  has  succeeded  in  placing  a  number  of 
dogs  in  the  top  row  of  winners.  Mr.  McIntosh  is 
a  member  of  the  English  Setter  Club  of  America, 
the  Pennsylvania  Field  Trial  Club,  the  Broken- 
straw  Grouse  Dog  Club  and  other  sporting  and 
field  organizations.  His  attainments  and  reputa¬ 
tion  as  a  sportsman  throughout  the  State  were 
recognized  in  1924,  when  Governor  Pinchot  ap¬ 
pointed  him  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Board  of  Game  Commissioners.  This  appoint¬ 
ment  was  confirmed  by  the  Senate  and  he  was,  in 
1925,  reappointed  for  a  term  of  six  years. 

Mr.  McIntosh  holds  membership  in  the  Frank¬ 
lin,  the  Wanango  Country,  the  Rotary,  and  the 
Old  Colony  clubs.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  church.  In  politics  Mr.  McIntosh  has 
always  been  a  Republican,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs,  but,  like  his  father,  has 
consistently  refused  to  accept  any  public  office. 

Franklin  Gray  McIntosh  married  (first),  in 
1897,  Mary  Echols,  daughter  of  E.  W.  Echols, 
a  prominent  banker  of  Franklin,  and  by  this 
union  they  had  a  daughter,  Mabel,  born  in  1898. 
Mabel  McIntosh  married,  September  29,  1921, 
Roland  Coleman  Sprinkham,  of  Milwaukee,  and 
they  have  two  children:  Mabel-Jean,  and  Robert 
Jeffrey  Sprinkham.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sprinkham 
now  reside  in  Baltimore,  Maryland.  Mr.  McIn¬ 
tosh  married  (second),  September  30,  1908,  Jean 
Myler,  and  they  have  one  dahghter,  Jean  Myler, 
born  June  19,  1923.  Mrs.  McIntosh  is  the 
daughter  of  William  Albert  and  Mary  (Denni¬ 
son)  Myler.  William  A.  Myler  was  the  son  of 
John  Augden  and  Mary  Jane  (Wineman)  Myler. 
John  A.  Myler  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  Alle¬ 
gheny  City,  which  is  now  the  North  Side  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  For  seventeen  years  he  was  its  post¬ 
master.  His  wife,  Mary  (Dennison)  Myler,  was 
the  daughter  of  David  and  Jane  (Hay)  Denni¬ 
son.  Her  father  was  for  years  an  educator  and 
established  a  private  school  in  the  city  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  which  eventually  grew  into  what  is  now 
the  well  known  Shadyside  Academy. 


FRANK  STARKE  KNOBLE— Among  the 
leaders  in  banking  and  business  in  Kittanning, 
Pennsylvania,  is  Frank  Starke  Knoble,  cashier  of 
the  National  Kittanning  Bank.  He  was  born  July 
14,  1879,  in  Armstrong  County.  His  father,  David 
Knoble,  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  the 
United  States  at  an  early  age.  He  was  a  baker 
and  confectioner.  He  married  Dorothea  Starke, 
also  a  native  of  Germany,  who  was  brought  to 
the  United  States  by  her  parents,  who  settled  in 
Armstrong  County  while  she  was  an  infant. 

Mr.  Knoble  was  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
Having  completed  his  schooling,  he  was  employed 
in  the  hardware  business  by  R.  A.  Hileman,  and 
continued  for  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  went  to  the  National  Bank  of  Kittanning 
as  bookkeeper,  and  continued  until  the  bank  ceased 
to  function,  at  which  time  he  was  holding  the  office 
of  assistant  cashier;  this  was  in  1902.  On  Feb¬ 
ruary  15,  1902,  the  National  Kittanning  Bank  was 
chartered.  The  officers  and  directors  were :  Presi¬ 
dent,  H.  A.  Colwell;  cashier,  W.  Pollock;  direc¬ 
tors,  James  McCullough,  Jr. ;  John  P.  Colwell,  H. 
G.  Lukes,  Harry  R.  Gault  and  John  D.  Galbraith. 
Mr.  Galbraith  succeeded  to  the  presidency  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Colwell,  December  23,  1915.  Mr. 
Galbraith  had  been  elected  first  vice-president  on 
January  14,  1914.  Mr.  W.  Pollock  was  elected 
vice-president  on  February  14,  1914,  and  Mr. 
Knoble,  who  had  been  assistant  cashier  since  the 
bank  was  organized,  was  advanced  to  cashier,  the 
post  he  still  holds.  Mr.  Pollock  resigned  as  vice- 
president  on  August  1,  1917,  and  the  office  was  not 
filled  until  January  14,  1919.  James  McCullough, 
Jr.,  was  elected  to  the  office  at  that  time,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  fill  it  until  April  3,  1922,  when  he  re¬ 
signed  to  accept  the  presidency,  succeeding  Mr. 
Galbraith,  who  died  March  11,  1922.  W.  B.  Mere¬ 
dith  was  elected  vice-president  on  January  9,  1923, 
and  filled  the  office  until  his  death  on  May  7,  1924, 
no  successor  having  been  chosen.  The  original 
capital  of  the  bank  was  $200,000,  which  was  re¬ 
duced  to  $100,000  in  1916.  In  1906  the  old  build¬ 
ing  was  torn  down  and  the  beautiful  structure  it 
occupies  was  erected. 

Mr.  Knoble  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  244,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  of  Orient  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  of  Kittanning  Council,  Royal  and 
Select  Masters ;  and  of  Pittsburgh  Commandery, 
No.  1,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Rotary  Club,  and  a  trustee  of  the  Reformed 
Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
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ALFRED  J.  MUSSER — Among  the  ablest 
executives  of  the  bituminous  coal  region  of  In¬ 
diana  County,  Pennsylvania,  Alfred  J.  Musser  oc¬ 
cupies  a  high  place.  He  was  born  in  Center 
County,  Pennsylvania,  December  xo,  1874.  His 
father  was  John  Musser,  of  Center  County,  now 
deceased,  a  farmer  by  occupation.  In  the  Civil 
War  he  was  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia, 
and  was  called  out  for  active  service  at  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg.  His  mother  was  Catharine  (Dale) 
Musser,  also  deceased,  a  native  of  Center  County. 

Mr.  Musser  attended  the  public  school  of  Cen¬ 
ter  County  nearest  his  home,  and  the  academies  of 
Pine  Grove  Mills  and  Spring  Mills,  Center  County. 
This  he  followed  with  a  course  in  Potts  Commer¬ 
cial  College  at  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania,  and  at¬ 
tended  the  night  sessions  of  Dr.  Conwell’s  Temple 
College,  of  Philadelphia.  He  held  various  posi¬ 
tions  as  stenographer  and  teacher  until  1897.  At 
that  time  he  accepted  a  position  as  stenographer 
and  assistant  pay  roll  clerk  with  the  Clearfield 
Bituminous  Coal  Corporation.  He  was  advanced 
repeatedly  to  various  posts  of  responsibility  with 
the  company  until  in  1921  he  was  promoted  to 
general  manager.  In  1923  he  was  made  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  general  manager,  the  posts  he  occupies  at 
the  present  time.  His  other  business  connections 
are  numerous  and  include:  Director  of  the  Beach 
Creek  Railroad  Company,  and  the  Beach  Creek 
Extension ;  also  of  the  Clearfield  Supply  Company ; 
and  the  Savings  and  Trust  Company  of  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania ;  president  and  director  of  the 
People’s  Bank,  of  Commodore,  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  the  Middleburg  Light,  Heat  and  Power  Com¬ 
pany;  vice-president  and  director  of  the  Juniata 
Public  Service  Company;  and  director  of  the 
Clymer  Hardware  Company,  of  Clymer,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  others.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary 
Club,  the  Indiana  Country  Club  and  the  Cosmo¬ 
politan  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Musser  was  married,  in  November,  1899,  to 
Esther  K.  Durst,  of  Center  Hall,  Pennsylvania. 
They  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Kathryn,  a  graduate  of  Beechwood  College;  John 
D.,  deceased,  a  former  graduate  of  Washington 
and  Jefferson  College;  Helen  E.,  a  graduate  of 
Mary  Lyon’s  School ;  Freda  A.,  a  student  at 
Temple  University  and  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  ;  George  W. ;  and  Elizabeth  L.,  who  are 
students  in  the  local  high  schools.  The  family 
holds  membership  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania. 
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BENJAMIN  H.  DONOVAN— The  practical 
utilities  of  the  Pennsylvania  Gas  Company  have 
for  years  been  accorded  both  the  efficient  service 
and  the  expert  supervision  of  Mr.  Donovan  who, 
as  the  present  general  manager  of  the  concern,  di¬ 
rects  the  affairs  of  a  system  that  is  of  State-wide 
importance.  A  highly  useful  and  progressive  cit¬ 
izen  of  Warren,  he  is  devoted  to  every  cause  of 
community  advancement.  He  is  a  son  of  Daniel 
Donovan,  who  was  born  in  Peoria,  Kansas,  and 
died  in  1899,  and  Phoebe  (Peck)  Donovan,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Warren,  who  survives  her  husband. 

Benjamin  H.  Donovan  was  born  July  30,  1870, 
in  Peoria,  Kansas,  and  with  the  removal  of  his 
parents  to  Pennsylvania,  he  attended  the  Warren 
public  schools.  Learning  the  plumbing  and  tin¬ 
smith  trades,  in  1889  he  became  associated  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Gas  Company  in  the  capacity  of 
fitter;  and  in  1897  he  went  to  Erie  in  the  com¬ 
pany’s  employ  as  emergency  man.  He  was  made 
foreman  of  the  Erie  City  plant  in  1910,  and  he 
continued  there  until  1917,  when  he  returned  to 
Warren  as  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Gas  Company  system,  so  continuing  until 
January  1,  1925,  when  he  was  made  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  the  company,  a  position 
he  holds  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Donovan  was  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
National  Guard  from  1888  to  1892,  with  the  rank 
of  corporal  in  Company  I,  of  the  16th  Regiment,  of 
Warren.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  all  the  bodies  of  the 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  including  the  Con¬ 
sistory  of  the  thirty-second  degree ;  and  the  In¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows ;  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  of  the 
Natural  Gas  Association  of  America,  and  a  di¬ 
rector  in  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 
He  is  a  deacon  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  pres¬ 
ident  of  its  board  of  trustees,  and  assistant  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  His  hobbies  are 
baseball,  football  and  tennis. 

Benjamin  H.  Donovan  married,  in  1897,  Jessie 
Branch,  of  Warren.  Their  children  are :  Neil  B., 
Daniel  B.,  and  Frederick  L. 


ADOLPH  SCHORMAN— Among  the  men 
who  have  come  to  the  front  in  the  Pennsylvania 
oil  fields  is  Adolph  Schorman,  of  Bradford,  who, 
in  the  very  best  meaning  of  the  term,  is  a  self- 
made  man.  Of  German  origin,  born  in  the  Father- 
land.  he  has  been  in  this  country  more  than  forty- 
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five  years,  having  come  before  he  attained  his  ma¬ 
jority,  and  the  measure  of  success  that  has  attended 
his  efforts  is  the  result  largely  of  his  remarkable 
power  of  insight  into  business  conditions,  the 
courage  to  embrace  opportunity,  and,  more  than 
all,  a  strict  integrity  which  has  merited  the  con¬ 
fidence  reposed  in  him  by  business  associates  and 
friends.  He  enjoys  high  standing  in  the  organ¬ 
izations  composed  of  men  interested  in  the  oil- 
producing  business,  and  is  esteemed  as  a  citizen 
with  a  fine  spirit  of  cooperation  in  the  lofty  en¬ 
deavors  and  approved  community  enterprises  of  his 
home  city. 

Christian  Schorman,  father  of  Adolph  Schor- 
man,  followed  his  trade  of  a  nail  maker  in  his 
native  Germany  for  many  years,  until  he  came  to 
America  in  1880.  He  settled  in  Oil  City,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  with  his  family,  and  there  was  employed 
as  a  machinist  for  seven  years.  Having  retired 
from  active  pursuits,  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  His  first  wife  was  Catherine,  whom 
he  married,  in  Germany,  where  she  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-five  years.  The  children  by  this  mar¬ 
riage  were:  1.  Louisa,  married  Henry  Suhr,  of 
Oil  City,  a  prominent  oil  producer  and  refiner 
there.  She  fell  a  victim  of  the  influenza  epidemic 
in  1918  while  making  a  visit  in  New  York  City.  2. 
Lewis,  an  oil  producer;  lives  in  Oil  City.  3. 
Charles,  left  his  native  Germany  in  1878,  for  Aus¬ 
tralia,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  meat  business 
and  died  there.  4.  Adolph,  of  whom  further. 
Christian  Schorman  married  (second)  Augusta 
Southoft,  who  lives  in  Oil  City.  Children  by  this 
union :  5.  Augusta,  married  John  Baumbach,  and 
lives  in  Oil  City.  6.  Gustav,  lives  in  Oil  City.  7. 
William,  connected  with  the  British-American  Re¬ 
finery  Company  and  lives  in  Toronto,  Ontario, 
Canada. 

Adolph  Schorman,  youngest,  child  of  Christian 
and  Catherine  Schorman,  was  born  in  Germany 
August  31,  i860.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  district,  and  when  still  in  his  ’teens 
learned  the  trade  of  nail-making,  which  was  also 
that  of  his  father.  He  was  twenty  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  America,  December  14,  1880, 
having  decided,  as  had  his  father,  to  try  his  fortune 
in  the  United  States.  As  matters  later  proved,  he 
made  a  wise  selection  of  occupation  by  seeking  and 
obtaining  employment  in  the  oil-producing  indus¬ 
try.  Having  come  with  his  father  to  Oil  City, 
Pennsylvania,  he  worked  for  the  Oil  Well  Supply 


Company  until  May,  1881,  when  he  went  to  Mc¬ 
Kean  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  pumper  on  a  lease  for  his  brother-in- 
law,  Henry  Suhr,  at  Bells  Camp.  He  remained 
with  Mr.  Suhr  until  1884,  and  then  was  employed 
by  F.  W.  Mitchell,  of  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  as 
a  pumper  for  one  year,  and  upon  the  purchase  of 
the  Mitchell  lease  by  the  Howe  Brothers,  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  work  for  the  new  owners  for  an  addi¬ 
tional  year.  In  1886  he  went  to  the  Kane  fields 
of  McKean  County  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Kennedy  Brothers  until  the  fall  of  1887.  In  the 
spring  of  1888  he  went  to  Duke  Center,  McKean 
County,  where  he  purchased  twenty  acres  of  land 
and  began  to  produce  oil  on  his  own  account.  He 
afterwards  added  to  his  holdings,  until  now  he  has 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  valuable  oil 
property. 

Mr.  Schorman,  in  addition  to  his  own  private 
oil-producing  business,  has  vested  interests  in 
other  concerns.  He  is  a  member  of  the  firms  of 
Schorman  &  Williams,  Schorman  &  Stover,  and 
Golden,  Schorman  &  Fisher.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers,  and  is  a  director  of  the  Penn  Brick 
Company  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  which  has  a 
modern  plant  on  High  Street  in  that  city.  The 
officers  of  this  company  are:  P.  L.  Golden,  presi¬ 
dent;  and  H.  A.  Reidy,  vice-president.  The  con¬ 
cern  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  high-grade 
building  and  paving  brick. 

Mr.  Schorman  maintains  a  close  contact  with 
the  leading  representatives  of  the  oil  industry.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Oil  Men’s  Association,  and  the 
Oil  Men’s  Club.  He  belongs  to  the  Bradford  Ro¬ 
tary  Club,  and  is  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Bradford,  of  which 
he  is  an  elder.  He  is  looked  upon  as  a  most  sub¬ 
stantial  citizen  of  his  home  city,  and  enjoys  the 
rating  of  being  a  member  of  the  succesful  group  of 
oil  men  in  the  Pennsylvania  field. 

Adolph  Schorman  married,  in  1889,  at  Oil  City, 
Elizabeth  Roess,  daughter  of  Christian  Roess,  who 
was  prominently  identified  with  the  oil-producing 
industry  in  Oil  City.  Children :  1.  William,  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father  in  the  oil  business;  married 
Mildred  Prentiss,  and  has  two  children:  William 
and  Richard ;  resides  in  Duke  Center.  2.  Mildred, 
married  Clarence  Borland  and  has  three  children : 
Betty,  Dorothy  and  Howard ;  resides  in  Rochester, 
New  York.  3.  Clarence,  born  April  3,  1896; 
served  in  the  World  War  in  the  81st  Regiment;  en- 
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listed  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania ;  sailed  for  over¬ 
seas  in  June,  1918,  and  saw  active  service  at  the 
front  in  France.  He  was  wounded  November  6, 
1918,  and  died  November  13,  1918,  two  days  after 
the  Armistice  was  signed.  His  father  had  his  body 
brought  back  to  this  country,  and  it  now  rests  in 
the  family  plot  in  Oak  Hill  Cemetery  at  Bradford. 
4.  Robert,  a  clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  Tidewater 
Company  at  Bradford;  married  Mildred  Crooks, 
and  has  one  son,  Thomas.  5.  Louise,  lives  at  the 
family  home  in  Bradford. 

Mr.  Schorman  has  his  residence  at  26  Jackson 
Avenue,  Bradford,  Pennsylvania. 


FLOYD  WHITE  NEWMAN— A  well- 
known  oil  producer  and  farmer  of  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania,  Floyd  White  Newman  was  born  at 
Whitesville,  Allegany  County,  New  York,  June 
20,  1872,  son  of  George  W.  Newman.  His  grand¬ 
father  was  a  farmer  and  later  a  cattle  driver  and 
dealer,  being  also  a  large  land  owner  at  Whites¬ 
ville.  He  was  a  well-known  man  of  his  day.  Mr. 
Newman’s  father  was  a  millwright  by  trade  and 
followed  this  vocation  some  years.  He  served  in 
the  Civil  War,  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Cavalry.  After  the  war  he  served  as 
postmaster  at  Tarpot,  now  East  Bradford,  and 
when  Tarpot  was  absorbed  by  the  city  of  Brad¬ 
ford  he  was  serving  as  its  postmaster.  He  resides 
at  East  Bradford  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
He  married  Nancy  M.  White  daughter  of  Clark 
White. 

Floyd  White  Newman  attended  the  public  schools 
of  East  Bradford,  and  after  his  studies  became  a 
clerk  in  a  tea  and  coffee  store.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Spanish-American  War  as  a  member  of  Company 
C,  Pennsylvania  Guards,  and  was  in  the  service 
until  the  close  of  hostilities.  He  has  served  in 
the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard  for  six  years. 
After  the  war  he  returned  to  Bradford  and  engaged 
in  the  oil  industry  as  a  pumper.  Later  he  engaged 
in  the  oil  producing  business  for  himself.  He  now 
has  the  old  Franklin  A.  Moore  farm  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  acres  near  East  Bradford,  along 
the  Kendall  Creek  road,  and  has  forty-three  pro¬ 
ducing  wells.  On  the  side,  as  an  avocation,  Mr. 
Newman  does  some  farming. 

In  1901  Mr.  Newman  married  Lilian  M.  Moore, 
daughter  of  Amos  F.  Moore,  and  granddaughter 
of  Franklin  A.  Moore,  a  prominent  man  in  his  day 
in  McKean  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newman  have 
these  children :  Edgar,  Pauline,  deceased ;  George, 


Floyd,  Mildred,  Bernice,  Burton,  deceased;  Mary, 
Roena,  Junior.  Mr.  Newman  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  in  religion  a  Presbyterian. 


WILLIAM  LESTER  LARIMER— One  of 

the  prominent  men  of  the  county  who  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  various  city  and  county  inter¬ 
ests  of  William  Lester  Larimer,  of  English, 
French,  Irish,  and  German  descent. 

He  is  a  son  of  William  Larimer,  a  lumberman- 
farmer,  who  was  born  in  Allegheny  County, 
Pennsylvania,  January  1,  1830,  and  died  June  11, 
1875.  He  enlisted  in  Company  H,  I92d  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Volunteer  Infantry,  February  23,  1865,  and 
was  mustered  out  June  9,  1865;  was  first  stationed 
at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  and  then  transferred  to 
Harper’s  Ferry  and  other  points ;  he  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  rank  of  corporal.  Two  years  before  his 
death  his  house  was  destroyed  by  fire.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is  buried  in 
Bethel  Cemetery. 

William  Larimer  married,  March  10,  1853,  and 
was  the  father  of  ten  children:  1.  Evelyn  Cor¬ 
delia,  born  August  5,  1854;  married,  in  January, 
1870,  James  Skees,  of  Pittsburgh.  2.  Emma 
Jane,  born  April  22,  1856;  married,  April  4,  1878, 
Alexander  J.  Evans.  3.  John  L-,  lives  at  Fair 
Oaks,  Pennsylvania,  April  5,  1858;  married,  in 
December,  1882,  Mary  Wallace,  who  is  now  de¬ 
ceased.  4.  Annie  Viola,  born  February  12,  i860, 
died  September  16,  1865.  5.  Ida  Mary,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  5,  1862,  died  September  16,  1865.  6.  An 

infant  daughter,  born  April  5,  1865,  died  October 
2,  1865.  7.  Margaret  Bell,  born  August  10,  1866; 
married,  November  24,  1891,  J.  J.  Davis.  8. 
William  Lester,  subject  of  this  sketch.  9.  Clem¬ 
ent  Sharp,  born  February  9,  1870,  died  April  28, 
1886.  10.  Viola  Gertrude,  born  June  29,  1873, 

died  October  6,  1900;  she  married,  January  5, 
1897,  James  Fredericks. 

The  Sharp  arms  are  as  follows: 

Arms — Azure,  a  pheon  argent,  on  a  border  or 
eight  torteaux. 

Crest — An  eagle’s  head  erased  azure,  ducally 
gorged  or,  holding  in  the  mouth  a  pheon  argent. 

Motto — Dunt  spiro  spero. 

William  Lester  Larimer  was  born  in  Cambria 
Township,  Cambria  County,  September  3,  1868. 
He  was  educated  in  Ebensburg  public  school  and 
Ebensburg  Normal  School.  Upon  completion  of 
his  Normal  training,  he  taught  school  for  nine 
terms:  Chester  Township,  two  terms;  Black- 
lick  Township,  two  terms,  and  in  Ebensburg 
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schools  for  four  years.  He  then  followed  rail¬ 
roading  for  a  time  as  fireman  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  and  later  became  interested  in  real  es¬ 
tate  business.  Mr.  Larimer  served  as  transcriber 
in  the  recorder’s  office  and  as  clerk  in  the  pro- 
thonotary’s  office,  and  was  for  a  time  chief  clerk 
in  the  county  commissioner’s  office.  He  was  of¬ 
fered  the  assistant  cashiership  in  the  American 
National  Bank,  thereby  gaining  such  valuable 
experience  as  to  enable  him  to  accept  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  cashier  of  Grange  National  Bank,  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  he  is  ably  filling  at  the  present  time, 
and  is  also  vice-president  of  this  institution.  Mr. 
Larimer  is  president  of  the  Patton  Wholesale 
Grocery  Company,  president  of  the  Nanty  Glo 
Water  Company,  president  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  vice-president  of  the  Cambria 
County  Bankers’  Association. 

Mr.  Larimer’s  political  affiliation  is  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  as  an  evidence  of  the 
county’s  faith  in  his  integrity  he  was  elected 
treasurer  of  Cambria  County  and  justifying  their 
confidence  he  was  reelected  for  the  following 
term.  Previous  to  this  he  had  been  selected  by 
the  bondsmen  to  fix  up  affairs  in  the  county 
treasurer’s  office.  Plis  fraternal  affiliations  are 
with  Highland  Lodge,  No.  428,  and  Cresson  En¬ 
campment,  No.  240,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  Lady  Patton  Rebekah  Lodge,  No. 
132;  Johnstown  Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans;  Moun¬ 
tain  Lodge,  No.  84,  Knights  of  Pythias;  Patton 
Lodge,  No.  658,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Williamsport  Consistory,  Sublime  Princes  of  the 
Royal  Secret;  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  Mountain 
Forest,  Tall  Cedars  of  Lebanon;  and  of  Con¬ 
cord  Grange,  No.  1125.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Acacia  Club,  Williamsport;  Jaffa  Shrine  Club, 
Altoona;  National  League  of  Masonic  Clubs; 
Temple  Club,  Patton;  Johnstown  Motor  Club 
(Automobile  Association  of  America) ;  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Society,  New  York;  Daughters  of  Veter¬ 
ans,  Naomi  Parsons  Tent,  No.  15.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Patton  Fire  Company,  and  of  the 
Patton  Sportsmen  Association.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

William  Lester  Larimer  married,  at  Ebens- 
burg,  January  20,  1892,  Izora  Davis,  who  was 
born  at  Jackson  Township,  Pennsylvania,  June 
2,  1869.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Captain  Thomas 
Davis,  who  died  July  6,  1907,  and  Susan  Jane 
(Burkhart)  Davis,  who  died  January  18,  1923.  Both 


parents  were  natives  of  Jackson  Township.  Mrs. 
Larimer  has  two  brothers:  Schuyler  and  Stanton 
Davis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larimer  are  the  parents  of: 

I.  Thomas  William,  born  July  8,  1893;  married, 
August  18,  19x7,  Lillian  Apel.  Enlisted  World 
War,  July  30,  1917;  served  as  inspector  Fuel 
Administration,  and  was  honorably  released, 
March  31,  1919,  at  Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey. 
He  is  now  cashier  and  bookkeeper  for  the  South 
Cambria  Street  Railway  Company.  2.  Clement 
Wendel,  born  May  25,  1895.  Enlisted  in  World 
War,  September  23,  1917,  in  Pittsburgh  Hospital 
Unit;  honorably  discharged,  June  12,  1919.  He 
is  now  deputy  treasurer  of  Cambria  County,  with 
offices  at  Ebensburg.  3.  John  Lester,  born  Au¬ 
gust  18,  1897,  married  Ruth  Smith.  Enlisted 
World  War,  June  11,  1918,  at  Johnstown,  with 
the  40th  Battery,  4th  Anti-Aircraft  Battalion, 
Coast  Artillery  Corps;  honorably  discharged, 
January  21,  1919.  He  is  now  assistant  district 
manager  National  Oil  Refining  Company,  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tennessee.  4.  Paul  Davis,  born  May  30,  1899. 
Enlisted  World  War,  June  24, 1918,  at  Philadelphia, 
served  with  United  States  Naval  Reserve  Force, 
honorably  discharged,  September  30,  1921.  Now 
studying  law.  5.  Myron  Schuyler,  born  May  22, 
1901 ;  married,  November  7,  1925,  Mary  Jane  Buck. 
He  is  now  assistant  cashier  of  the  Grange  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  Patton.  6.  Claude  Frederick,  born 
January  3,  1903,  a  student.  7.  Thelma  Gertrude, 
born  January  28,  1905.  She  is  a  stenographer  in 
county  treasurer’s  office.  8.  Homer  James,  born 
August  24,  1906.  He  is  clerk  in  county  treas¬ 
urer’s  office.  9.  Gretta  Izora,  born  July  25, 
1909;  married  Patrick  Callahan,  and  lives  at  Pat¬ 
ton,  Pennsylvania.  10.  Kathryn  Francis,  born 
November  2,  1910;  student  at  Patton  High  School. 

II.  Elda  Anna,  born  December  31,  1914,  and  is 
now  in  school. 


CHARLES  B.  STEGER — The  present-day 
duties  of  the  office  of  chief  of  police  at  Sharon, 
with  their  steadily  increasing  responsibilities,  are 
directed  by  Chief  Charles  B.  Steger  in  the  thor¬ 
ough  manner  that  has  distinguished  him  among 
his  associates,  and  that  wins  the  approval  of  all 
who  maintain  a  high  regard  for  good  citizenship 
and  the  common  welfare.  He  is  held  in  esteem 
by  the  membership  of  the  State  Police  Chief  As¬ 
sociation,  and  throughout  Altoona  and  its  neigh¬ 
borhood  he  has  a  popular  place  in  public  good  will. 

Charles  B.  Steger,  the  son  of  John  D.  Steger, 
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a  farmer,  and  Birdell  (Prescott)  Steger,  was 
born\  March  8,  1891,  at  Campbellsville,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  after  attending  the  public  and  the  high 
schools  there,  taught  school  for  four  years.  A 
Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Steger  maintains  by 
his  vote  and  influence  the  principles  of  that  party. 
He  received  his  appointment  as  chief  of  police  at 
Sharon  in  January,  1922,  and  he  has  held  that  office 
to  the  present.  During  the  World  War  he  per¬ 
formed  duty  for  the  United  States  Government  as 
a  member  of  the  Military  Police  Corps  at  Camp 
Joseph  E.  Johnston,  in  Florida.  His  fraternal 
affiliations  are  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protec¬ 
tive  Order  of  Elks,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  and 
the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Chiefs  of  Police  Association, 
and  of  the  International  Chiefs  of  Police  Associ¬ 
ation.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

Charles  B.  Steger  married,  May  26,  1917,  at 
Campbellsville,  Kentucky,  Gladys  Hord,  daughter 
of  George  W.  and  Nellie  Hord,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  Ellen  Birdell  Steger,  who  was  born 
April  26,  1919,  and  died  June  19,  1924. 


FRANK  O’DAY,  universally  honored  and  re¬ 
spected  by  all  who  know  him  and  justly1  ranked  as 
one  of  Oil  City’s  worthy  citizens,  was  born  at 
Buffalo,  New  York,  November  10,  1881.  When 
still  quite  young  he  removed  with  his  parents  to 
New  York,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  best 
schools  of  the  city.  When  twenty  years  of  age  he 
came  to  Oil  City,  where  he  soon  after  became  a 
manufacturer  of  boilers. 

Mr.  O’Day,  who  has  been  most  successful  in  all 
his  business  ventures,  is  also  a  director  of  the  Oil 
City  Trust  Company.  Socially,  he  is  a  great 
favorite;  is  a  member  of  the  Elks,  and  also  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  as  well  as  of  the  following 
clubs:  Wanango  Country,  Venango  of  Oil  City, 
and  the  Lambs’  and  New  York  Athletic,  of  New 
York. 

At  Oil  City,  November  22,  1904,  Mr.  O’Day  was 
married  to  Judith  Dwyer,  daughter  of  William 
Henry  and  Margaret  (McGuigan)  Dwyer,  mem¬ 
bers  of  distinguished  families  of  County  Tipperary, 
Ireland,  the  progenitors  being  Lords  of  Kilna- 
managh. 

Mr.  O’Day’s  parents  were  also  members  of  fam¬ 
ilies  prominent  in  the  history  of  Ireland,  his  father, 
who  was  Daniel  O’Day,  son  of  Michael  O’Day,  of 


Kildysart  being  able  to  trace  his  lineage  to 
O’Deadhaichd  (Irish,  “godliness”)  of  the  early 
centuries.  Through  his  mother,  Louise  Newell, 
daughter  of  the  late  Anthony  Newell,  of  Boston, 
who,  as  a  barrel  maker  was  attracted  to  the  oil 
regions  when  petroleum  was  shipped  in  barrels, 
Mr.  O’Day  is  descended  from  the  Unelli,  of  France, 
who  settled  in  Ireland  before  the  English  invasion, 
one  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  family  being 
Sir  Geoffrey  Neylle,  who,  in  A.  D.  1205,  was  a 
subscribing  witness  to  the  charter  of  Waterford. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O’Day  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  I.  Daniel,  born  September  4, 
1905.  2.  Frank,  Jr.,  born  June  12,  1909.  3.  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry,  born  September  3,  1914.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  O’Day  and  family  are  members  of  St.  Ste¬ 
phen’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  South  Oil  City. 


LUCIUS  WATERMAN  ROBINSON,  JR.— 

An  important  man  in  the  coal  and  iron  industry 
of  Pennsylvania  is  Lucius  Waterman  Robinson, 
Jr.,  of  Indiana,  assistant  to  the  president  of  the 
Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  Coal  and  Iron  Company. 
He  was  born  in  Punxsutawney,  Jefferson  County, 
March  22,  1893,  the  son  o£  Lucius  W.  and  Ruth 
(De  Moss)  Robinson. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  educated  in  the  public  and 
high  schools  of  Rochester,  New  York.  He  after¬ 
wards  attended  the  Hoosic  School  of  Hoosic,  New 
York.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Andover  Academy 
in  the  class  of  1914.  He  forthwith  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  Coal  and 
Iron  Company  in  its  Rochester  offices.  He  next 
passed  two  years  in  the  mines  learning  the 
practical  end  of  the  business.  Returning  to  min¬ 
ing  work,  he  was  made  general  manager  of  the 
Coal  Run  Mining  Company,  and  of  the  Tide  Coal 
Mining  Company.  He  was  made  vice-president  of 
several  of  the  affiliated  companies  soon  after.  In 
1922  he  became  assistant  to  the  president  of  the 
Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  Coal  and  Iron  Company, 
his  present  office.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Savings 
and  Trust  Company  of  Indiana;  of  the  George 
Hall  Coal  and  Shipping  Corporation  of  Montreal, 
Canada ;  and  of  the  Hall  Company,  of  Ogdens- 
burg,  New  York.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cos¬ 
mopolitan  Club ;  of  the  Rochester  Country  Club,  of 
Rochester,  New  York;  and  the  Duquesne  Club,  of 
Pittsburgh;  and  the  Transportation  Club  of  New 
York  City.  He  attends  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
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Mr.  Robinson  was  married,  June  28,  1917,  to 
Harriet  Overton,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Virginia 
Robinson. 


GEORGE  EDWARD  GLINES— Beginning 
his  interesting  career  in  the  business  of  oil  pro¬ 
duction  and  distribution,  Mr.  Glines  has  continued 
practically  with  the  one  concern  throughout  his 
life,  making  himself  master  of  every  department 
of  an  enterprise  whose  interests  have  become  far 
more  than  country-wide,  and  in  whose  activities 
he  has  risen  step  by  step,  and  entirely  by  his  own 
abilities  as  an  organizer  and  a  constructive 
manager. 

Mr.  Glines  is  a  descendant  of  Nathaniel  Glines, 
one  of  three  brothers  who  came  to  this  country 
from  Canterbury,  England,  one  settling  in  New 
England,  another  in  Southern  Ohio,  and  Nathaniel 
locating  at  Willoughby,  Ohio,  where  he  died.  Na¬ 
thaniel  married  Sarah  Bacon,  and  they  had  five 
children:  1.  Walter  N.,  of  whom  further.  2. 
Martin  G.,  who  resided  in  California  for  a  while, 
and  afterward  returned  to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  3. 

Adaline,  who  married  -  Curtis.  4.  Emeline 

Griswold,  who  married  Otis  Bassett.  5.  A  daugh¬ 
ter  who  died  in  infancy. 

Walter  N.  Glines,  grandfather  of  George  Ed¬ 
ward  Glines,  lived  near  Willoughby,  Ohio,  and 
died  and  wasi  buried  there.  He  married  Wealthy 
McGlockney,  and  they  had  two  children,  one  of 
whom  was  George  Walter  Glines,  father  of  George 
Edward  Glines. 

George  Walter  Glines,  who  was  born  in  1838, 
and  died  in  1919,  was  a  druggist  by  profession,  at 
first  locating  in  Titusville,  Pennsylvania,  and 
thence  removing  to  Cleveland,  Ohio.  A  veteran 
of  the  Civil  War,  he  was  a  member  of  the  crew  of 
the  “Roanoke,”  and  shared  in%the  skirmish  between 
the  “Merrimac”  and  the  “Monitor.”  He  married, 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Janet  Smythe,  who  was  born 
in  December,  1843,  at  Amherstburg,  Canada,  her 
parents  being  natives  of  Glasgow,  Scotland.  They 
were  the  parents  of  two  children :  1.  George  Ed¬ 
ward,  of  whom  further.  2.  Mabel  (Glines)  Ste¬ 
vens,  living  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

George  Edward  Glines  was  born  December  13, 
1867,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  graduated  from 
public  and  high  schools ;  and  after  passing  the  ex¬ 
aminations  for  entrance  to  Yale  University  he  be¬ 
came  employed  in  the  oil  business,  and  he  con¬ 


tinues  in  that  industry  to  the  present.  In  1887 
Mr.  Glines  first  became  associated  with  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  Eclipse  Lubricating  Oil  Company, 
Ltd. ;  and  he  remained  with  that  concern  until  1894, 
when  the  company  became  known  as  the  Atlantic 
Refining  Company,  of  which  he  was  made  direc¬ 
tor  and  general  manager  in  1914,  an  office  he  holds 
to-day.  He  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Exchange 
National  Bank  at  Franklin.  Mr.  Glines  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Franklin  Club,  the  Wanango  Country 
Club,  and  the  Rotary  Club ;  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  Polk  State  School  since  July  19, 
1923;  and  for  seventeen  years  he  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

George  Edward  Glines  married,  October  9,  1895, 
in  Franklin,  Jennie  Woodburn,  a  prominent  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Franklin  Woman’s  Club,  daughter  of 
Robert  Hutchinson  and  Nancy  (Boyles)  Wood- 
burn,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Gula  Glines. 


OTHO  F.  THOMPSON,  general  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Associated  Producers’  Company  of 
Bradford,  learned  the  oil  industry  when  most  of 
those  active  in  it  were  the  original  pioneers  and 
while  methods  of  production  and  distribution  were 
still  far  from  an  organized  stage?  of  efficiency. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  born  at  Delaware,  Ohio, 
December  5,  1858.  His  father  was  Rev.  Joseph 
B.  Thompson,  a  Reformed  minister,  who  spent  his 
life  in  the  cause  and  died  at  Canaan,  Ohio,  when 
sixty-seven  years  of  age.  Otho  F.  Thompson  grew 
up  in  Ohio,  attending  public  schools  and  first 
learned  the  trade  of  baker  which  he  followed  for 
some  three  years. 

Then  as  a  young  man  he  was  attracted  to  the 
oil  district  at  Petrolia  in  Butler  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  doing  his  first  work  there  as  a  tool  dresser. 
He  also  spent  some  time  in  the  Clarion  field,  and 
in  1879  came  to  McKean  County.  In  the  fall  of 
1884  he  went  to  work  for  the  Associated  Pro¬ 
ducers’  Company,  becoming  foreman  and  for  the 
past  seven  years  has  been  general  superintendent 
of  the  widespread  interests  of  this  company.  Mr. 
Thompson  has  been  with  this  one  organization  in 
the  drilling  and  productive  operations  a  period  of 
forty  years,  and  has  long  been  accorded  a  reputa¬ 
tion  as  an  authority  on  things  connected  with 
bringing  the  oil  to  the  surface.  His  company  is 
one  that  has  large  holdings  in  Pennsylvania,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Illinois  and  Indiana. 
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Mr.  Thompson  is  also  treasurer  of  the  North¬ 
western  Oil  Producers’  Association,  and  he  is 
treasurer  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bradford 
Public  Library.  For  the  past  six  years  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Bradford  School  Board, 
and  in  1923  was  its  president.  Mr.  Thompson  is 
a  prominent  Mason,  being  affiliated  with)  Bradford 
Lodge,  No.  33,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Brad¬ 
ford  Chapter,  No.  260,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  Brad¬ 
ford  Council,  No.  43,  Royal  and  Select  Masters ; 
Trinity  Commandery,  No.  58,  Knights  Templar; 
and  the  Scottish  Rite  Consistory. 

He  married,  in  1881,  Lavilla  C.  Miller,  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Hoch)  Miller.  Six  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  their  marriage:  1.  Jennie  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  wife  of  Stuart  Murray.  2.  Orville  J.,  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Hoff  Manufacturing  Company  at 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Edna  Blanche,  de¬ 
ceased.  4.  Florence  G.,  wife  of  William  Reid.  5. 
George  F.,  deceased.  6.  Louisa,  wife  of  Donald 
B.  Tanner. 


WILLIAM  L.  CURTIS— A  distinguished 
citizen  of  Southern  Pennsylvania  was  the  late 
William  L.  Curtis,  oil  operator,  mining  engineer, 
capitalist,  whose  interests  extended  from  coast  to 
coast,  but  probably  best  known  and  loved  in  his 
home  community  of  Bradford,  where  his  death 
occurred  August  2,  1918. 

He  was  at  that  time  seventy  years  of  age,  hav¬ 
ing  been  born  March  21,  1848,  at  Corning,  New 
York.  Forty-two  years  out  of  the  total  seventy 
were  devoted  to  some  phase  of  the  oil  industry. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Western  New 
York,  and  in  1878  came  to  Bradford,  Pennsylvania, 
and  had  his  early  experiences  in  the  oil  field. 
There  was  hardly  a  phase  of  the  business  except 
for  the  original  pioneering,  with  which  his  ex¬ 
perience  did  not  make  him  familiar.  He  knew  the 
technical  part  of  the  business,  the  prospecting,  drill¬ 
ing  and  all  the  work  required  to  bring  up  oil  and 
refine  it,  and  he  was  hardly  less  than  acknowledged 
expert  on  the  sale  and  distribution  of  the  refined 
product.  After  many  years  as  an  operator  and 
producer,  he  went'  to  Germany  and  for  four  years 
lived  in  that  country  representing  the  Pure  Oil 
Company  in  its  effort  to  establish  a  European  mar¬ 
ket.  In  his  later  operations,  many  of  his  interests 
were  in  the  Kentucky  and  Illinois  fields,  and  he 
was  also  identified  with  producing  and  refining  in 
Oklahoma,  Kansas,  Texas  and  California. 


Mr.  Curtis  while  operating  in  the  Oklahoma  oil 
fields  had  his  attention  attracted  to  the  Joplin- 
Miami  Zinc  district.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
controlled  large  holdings  in  Joplin  properties  and 
in  the  Admiralty  mines  in  the  Miami  district  of 
Oklahoma.  He  was  also  president  of  the  Oro 
Fina  Mining  Company,  operating  a  gold  mine  in 
Placer  County,  California. 

Mr.  Curtis  was  not  spoiled  by  financial  success, 
and  to  the  end  of  his  life  retained  those  simple  and 
rugged  traits  of  character  that  had  drawn  men  to 
him  in  his  early  struggles.  He  showed  an  un¬ 
failing  intercut  and  sympathy  and  not  only  made 
friendships,  but  earned  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
his  community  by  his  kindly  and  practical  deeds. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Mining  Engineers ;  the  American  Mining  Con¬ 
gress ;  the  Pennsylvania  Society  of  Philadelphia; 
the  Bohemian  Club  of  San  Francisco;  the  Pe¬ 
troleum  Club  of  Tulsa;  the  Bradford  Club;  and 
the  Mid-Continent  Oil  and  Gas  Men’s  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  was  a  trustee  of  Elmira  College,  where 
he  established  a  scholarship. 

Mr.  Curtis  married  Genevieve  Conant,  member 
of  an  early  and  prominent  Colonial  family  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  Her  parents  were  James  Harvey  and 
Henrietta  (Allen)  Conant.  Mrs.  Curtis,  who  re 
tains  the  old  home  at  No.  138  Congress  Street  in 
Bradford,  has  been  prominent  in  local  society  and 
civic  and  philanthropic  projects. 


HON.  GEORGE  H.  POTTER  was  a  notable 
veteran  in  the  oil  industry  of  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  beginning  his  activities  there  soon  after 
his  return  from  the  Civil  War  and  laying  the 
foundations  of  his  wealth  as  an  oil  producer.  His 
home  for  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life  was 
in  the  city  of  Bradford.  That  city  is  indebted 
to  him  in  many  ways  for  the  direct  expression 
of  his  public  spirit  and  civic  leadership. 

Mr.  Potter  died  in  Bradford,  April  27,  1914,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven.  He  was  born  at  Rockford, 
Illinois,  July  12,  1847.  He  was  reared  in  Northern 
Illinois,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  city,  and  in  1864,  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy.  During  the 
last  year  of  the  war  he  was  on  duty  on  the 
“Winnebago,”  one  of  Admiral  Farragut’s  fleet.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Mobile  Bay,  August 
S,  1864. 

Almost  immediately  after  his  release  from  war 
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service,  he  came  to  the  oil  region  of  Western 
Pennsylvania.  In  1867,  and  for  five  years,  his 
home  was  at  Petroleum  Center,  following  which  he 
lived  in  Butler  County,  and  in  1877  moved  to 
Bradford,  where  he  had  his  home  for  more  than  a 
third  of  a  century.  He  knew  personally  and 
earned  the  respect  of  some  of  the  great  figures  of 
pioneer  days  in  the  Pennsylvania  oil  fields,  and  he 
became  one  of  the  heaviest  operators  in  the  Brad¬ 
ford  district. 

While  the  production  of  petroleum  was  the  chief 
business  of  his  career,  many  other  interests 
claimed  a  share  of  his  attention.  He  was  admired 
for  his  business  sense,  his  forceful  executive 
ability,  and  the  interests  that  made  him  a  real 
force  in  the  affairs  of  every  organization  with 
which  he  consented  to  be  identified.  For  twenty- 
one  years  he  was  president  of  the  Bradford  Elec¬ 
tric  Light  &  Power  Company;  he  founded  and 
was  president  of  the  Bradford  Garage  Company; 
was  a  director  of  the  Bradford  National  Bank, 
and  for  twenty-two  years  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Bradford  Hospital  As¬ 
sociation,  serving  a  large  part  of  that  time  as 
vice-president  and  chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee.  The  founding  and  success  of  that  in¬ 
stitution  were  in  a  large  measure  due  to  the  energy 
of  Mr.  Potter,  who  made  the  welfare  of  the  hos¬ 
pital  one  of  the  causes  closest  to  his  heart. 

Mr.  Potter  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Merchants’  Club  of  Bradford,  and  filled  that  office 
for  about  twenty-five  years.  He  was  affiliated 
with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  was  a  Democrat  in  politics.  The  com¬ 
munity  remembers  with  gratitude  his  administra¬ 
tion  as  mayor,  from  1902  to  1905.  He  was  also 
on  the  city  poor  board  and  the  Board  of  Health, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Potter  Hose  Company, 
of  the  old  Bradford  Volunteer,  Fire  Department, 
a  unit  named  in  his  honor. 

Mr.  Potter  married  Elizabeth  Michaels,  of 
Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Potter  sur¬ 
vives  him  and  continues  to  occupy  their  old  home 
at  No.  25  School  Street.  She  has  also  wisely 
guided  the  business  left  to  her  at  the  death  of  her 
husband,  and  owns  a  group  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  producing  oil  wells,  thirty-one  of  which  have 
been  drilled  under  her  own  direction.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Oil  Producers’  Association,  and  the 
Bradford  Board  of  Commerce.  The  only  child 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potter  is  Lou,  now  the  wife  of 


Alfred  Mullhaupt,  Jr.,  a  mechanical  and  electrical 
engineer,  living  at  Bradford. 


MERLE  AUDLEY  DRAKE— Prominently 
representative  of  the  business  and  civic  activities 
of  Franklin,  leading  city  official,  and  a  citizen  held 
in  the  highest  regard  for  the  share  he  invariably 
takes  in  whatever  has  for  its  object  the  progress 
and  betterment  of  the  community  Mr.  Drake  has 
heartily  entered  into  Franklin’s  plans  for  de¬ 
velopment  upon  every  substantial  basis  as  regards 
her  institutions  and  public  utilities.  He  is  the  son 
of  Darius  F.  Drake,  son  of  Washington  and  Helen 
(Langdon)  Drake,  and  Helen  (Tyler)  Drake, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Esther  (Watts)  Tyler. 

Merle  Audley  Drake  was  born  June  11,  1870,  in 
Durham,  Maine,  and  he  attended  the  public  schools 
in  Massachusetts,  graduating  from  the  Bridge- 
water  State  Normal  School.  Mr.  Drake  taught 
in  the  public  schools  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  until 
June,  1900,  when  he  removed  to  Franklin,  to  be¬ 
come  associated  with  The  General  Manifold  and 
Printing  Company,  of  which  concern  he  is  now 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  one  of  the  board  of 
directors. 

Mr.  Drake  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  con¬ 
victions,  and  he  supports  the  principles  of  that 
party  with  his  vote  and  influence.  Mr.  Drake  has 
performed  with  practical  and  thorough  efficiency 
the  duties  of  membership  in  the  Franklin  City 
Council  and  on  its  School  Board.  He  was  elected 
mayor  on  November  3,  1925,  and  is  now  filling  that 
office. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Drake  is  affiliated  with  the 
Royal  Arcanum;  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks ;  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows;  and  the  North  American!  Union;  and  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Franklin  Club  and  the  Wanango 
Club.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Unitarian 
Church. 

Merle  Audley  Drake  married,  October  7,  1922, 
Zella  Cokain,  daughter  of  Sylvester  and  Alvira 
Cokain. 


HENRY  RAY  POPE — A  successful  and  pro¬ 
ductive  career  in  the  electrical  interests  is  that  of 
Henry  Ray  Pope,  whose  battery  station  and  elec¬ 
trical  headquarters  at  Franklin  are  the  result  of 
lifelong  study  and  experience  in  his  chosen  field 
of  electrical  engineer,  and  holds  no  secondary  place 
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in  this  section  of  the  State  in  the  matter  of  com¬ 
plete  and  well-chosen  equipment.  Mr.  Pope,  by 
efficient  training,  combined  with  his  own  abilities, 
has  secured  the  well-won  repute  of  a  leader  in  his 
profession  and  industry.  He  is  son  of  Charles  T. 
Pope,  an  Ohio  Civil  War  veteran,  city  auditor  of 
Findlay,  and  engaged  in  oil  production  and  real 
estate,  and  of  Frances  (Thompson)  Pope. 

Henry  Ray  Pope  was  born  October  31,  1884,  at 
Worthington,  Minnesota,  and  after  attending  the 
public  schools  at  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  he  gradu¬ 
ated  at  the  Chicago  (Illinois)  and  the  Scranton 
(Pennsylvania)  Correspondence  schools,  with  the 
degree  of  Electrical  Engineer.  He  at  once  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  electrical  and  telephone  activities, 
and  successively  became  superintendent  of  the 
Home  Telephone  Company,  in  Findlay,  Ohio,  of 
the  Peninsular  Telephone  Company,  in  Tampa, 
Florida,  and  local  manager  of  the  Petroleum  Tel¬ 
ephone  Company,  in  Franklin.  He  has  established 
and  is  owner  of  the  Pope  Electrical  Shop  and  the 
Pope  Battery  Station  in  Franklin.  A  Republican 
in  his  political  convictions,  he  adheres  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  that  party. 

Mr.  Pope’s  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Knights  Templar, 
the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  thirty-second 
degree;  and  he  is  Thrice  Potent  Master  of  the 
Lodge  of  Perfection  of  Oil  City.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Franklin  Club  and  the  Washington 
Club;  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

Henry  Ray  Pope  married,  April  30,  1908,  in 
Findlay,  Ohio,  Gail  Inda  Bigelow,  daughter  of 
Frank  Frisbie  Bigelow,  the  son  of  Philip  Dodridge 
and  Harriet  Hines  (Frisbie)  Bigelow,  and  Viola 
(Stephenson)  Bigelow,  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Anderson)  Stephenson.  Mrs.  Pope, 
who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Sherwood  Music  School 
in  Chicago,  and  the  School  of  Music  in  Findlay 
College,  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  six  of  her  ancestors  having 
served  in  the  American  Revolution;  she  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Central  Council  of  the  Parent-Teach¬ 
ers’  Association,  and  a  member  of  the  State  Board 
of  that  association;  a  charter  member  of  the 
Franklin  Woman’s  Club;  a  past  president  of  the 
Monday  Evening  Musical  Society,  and  a  member 
of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pope  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Frank 
Bigelow,  bom  June  13,  1912;  Henry  Ray,  Jr., 


born  October  17,  1916;  and  Gail  Frisbie  Pope,  born 
April  4,  1920. 


JOHN  L.  YERDON,  an  authority  on  oil 
leases  and  for  many  years  one  of  the  producers  in 
the  Northern  Pennsylvania  fields,  has  spent  prac¬ 
tically  all  his  life  in  and  around  Bradford,  where 
he  is  well  known  in  oil  and  gas  circles. 

He  was  born  in  Keating  Township,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  September  12,  1868.  His  father,  Peter 
Yerdon,  was  a  native  of  Cuba,  New  York,  a  car¬ 
penter  by  trade  and  settled  in  Keating  Township 
of  McKean  County,  in  1854.  He  followed  his 
trade,  was  known  as  a  skilled  worker  and  a  re¬ 
liable  citizen  and  died  at  his  home  in  McKean 
County,  February  6,  1880.  His  wife,  Louisa 
(Helmer)  Yerdon,  born  at  White  Plains,  New 
York,  died  in  November,  1912,  at  Coleville,  Mc¬ 
Kean  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  her  eighty-fourth 
year. 

John  L.  Yerdon  grew  up  in  a  rural  district,  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  from  early 
youth  was  attracted  to  the  oil  industry.  He  early 
became  employed  in  oil  lease  work,  and  in  this  line 
has  found  his  chief  life  experience.  Incidentally, 
he  has  become  a  producer,  and  has  accumulated  a 
number  of  producing  properties  in  McKean  and 
Warren  counties.  Mr.  Yerdon  is  president  of  the 
Clarendon  Gasoline  Company;  is  a  director  of  the 
I.  X.  L.  Oil  &  Gas  Company,  and  is  associated 
with  the  United  Refining  Company  of  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Natural  Gas 
lines. 

Mr.  Yerdon  belongs  to  the  East  End  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  at  Bradford,  and  fraternally  is  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  ;  Knights  of  Pythias ;  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks ;  is  active  in  the  Rotary  Club, 
and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

He  married  Edith  E.  Hyatt,  daughter  of  James 
Al  and  Lucy  A.  (Lay)  Hyatt,  both  old  and  well- 
known  citizens  of  Triumph,  in  Warren  County, 
Pennsylvania.  The  three  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Yerdon  are :  Archie  L.,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows ; 
Harold  J. ;  and  Elizabeth  E. 


ARCHIE  L.  YERDON,  an  ex-service  man  of 
the  World  War,  is  one  of  the  most  promising 
among  the  younger  group  of  oil  producers  who 
have  their  home  and  the  center  of  their  business 
interests  in  the  city  of  Bradford. 
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Mr.  Yerdon  was  born  at  Rixford,  McKean 
County,  Pennsylvania,  April  2,  1894,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  L.  and  Edith  E.  (Hyatt)  Yerdon.  His 
father  has  had  a  life  time  of  experience  in,' the  oil 
business  in  Pennsylvania. 

Archie  L.  Yerdon  was  educated  in  the  public 
and  high  schools,  graduating  in  1914.  He  also  at¬ 
tended  the  business  college  at  Jamestown,  New 
York,  after  which  he  became  interested  with  his 
father  in  the  oil  business. 

Mr.  Yerdon’s  war  service  began  with  his  enlist¬ 
ment  July  14,  1918,  in  Company  G,  of  the  307th 
Motor  Transportation  battalion.  He  went  over¬ 
seas  October  20,  1918;  was  on  duty  in  France,  and 
remained  there  a  number  of  months  after  the  Armi¬ 
stice,  returning  home  July  18,  1919,  and  receiving 
his  honorable  discharge  on  the  23d  of  July. 

Since  the  war  Mr.  Yerdon  has  been  an  individ¬ 
ual  oil  operator,  and  has  made  what  oil  men  call, 
a  remarkable  success  as  a  producer.  The  center 
of  his  operations  is  at  Rew,  in  McKean  County, 
where  he  has  thirty-eight  producing  wells.  Mr. 
Yerdon  is  affiliated  with  Duke  Center  Lodge,  No. 
555,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Bradford  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  260,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  Bradford  Coun¬ 
cil,  No.  43,  Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Trinity 
Commandery,  No.  58,  Knights  Templar;  Couders- 
port  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite, 
and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows ;  Knights  of  Pythias ;  a  member  of 
the  American  Legion ;  and  has  for  three  years 
been  treasurer  of  the  local  chapter  of  the  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars.  He  attends  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Yerdon  married,  July  12,  1922,  Anna  Belle 
Laughlin,  daughter  of  Christopher  Laughlin. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  was 
born  August  26,  1924. 


EARL  McMULLEN  BOWEN— In  Queen’s 
County,  Ireland,  during  the  reigns  of  Queens  Mary 
and  Elizabeth,  seven  families  of  English  descent 
were  the  chief  settlers,  among  whom  was  the 
Bowen  family,  whose  motto  on  their  coat-of-arms 
was  In  fide  et  in  bello  fortes,  “Strong  in  faith  and 
war,”  while  Buan,  the  Irish  of  the  name,  was 
translated  “good,  harmonious."  More  than  a  cen¬ 
tury  later  descendants  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
became  progenitors  of  the  Pennsylvania  lines,  one 
of  whose  lines  eventually  located  in  what  is  now 
Mercer  County.  A  member  of  that  branch  was 


Samuel  Plimpton  Bowen,  born  December  24,  1845, 
who  married  Lois  McMullen,  a  member  of  a 
worthy  and  substantial  Scotch-Irish  family.  Mr. 
Bowen  became  a  farmer  near  Stoneboro,  and, 
through  his  thrift  and  industry  was  most  success¬ 
ful,  being  ranked  among  the  most  valuable  cit¬ 
izens  in  that  region.  At  Stoneboro,  May  5,  1883, 
his  son,  Earl  McMullen  Bowen,  was  born. 

Earl  McMullen  Bowen  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Rockland  Township,  whither  his  par¬ 
ents  had  removed  when  he  was  just  a  child.  After 
completing  his  course  Mr.  Bowen  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  brooms  at  Grove  City,  and 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  for  some  time  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Oil  Well  Supply  Com¬ 
pany  for  three  years.  In  1911  he  became  agent 
for  the  Ford  motor  car  in  Oil  City,  in  which  he  did 
a  fine  business,  having  one  of  the  best  headquar¬ 
ters  for  such  work  in  the  vicinity.  On  November 
7,  1925,  he  sold  the  Ford  business  and  took  over 
the  agency  of  the  Nash  cars  in  this  vicinity,  and 
will  devote  his  time  to  the  wholesale  and  retail 
distribution  of  same.  In  the  meantime,  he  spent 
five  years  with  the  National  Guard  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Kiwanis  and  Venango  clubs  of  Oil  City. 

On  November  21,  1906,  Mr.  Bowen  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Eila  Maple,  daughter  of  Albert  Gal¬ 
latin  and  Susanna  (Stevenson)  Maple,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  the  following  children :  1.  Richard 
Maple,  born  June  6,  1909.  2.  Lois  Elizabeth,  born 
October  4,  1912.  3.  Virginia  Jane,  born  January 
18,  1915.  4.  Jane  Stevenson,  born  April  30,  1918. 
Mrs.  Maple  comes  from  a  long  line  of  people  of 
high  intelligence  who,  for  generations,  have  been 
prominently  connected  with  church  and  State. 


CURTIS  HENRY  WEAVER,  of  Oil  City,  is 
of  those  sturdy  and  reliable  German  families  who 
found  their  way  from  Fryburg,  Germany,  more 
than  a  century  past,  to  the  primeval  forests  of 
Western  Pennnsyl vania,  where  they  located,  built 
homes,  and  contributed  so  much  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  entire  country-at-large,  but  to  Clarion 
County  in  particular.  In  memory  of  their  home¬ 
land  they  called  their  new  settlement  Fryburg, 
where,  on  September  29,  1866,  Curtis  H.  Weaver, 
grandson  of  Sebastian  and  Margaret  (Greenawalt) 
Weaver,  the  pioneers,  and  son  of  James  and  Sarah 
(Kapp)  Weaver,  was  born. 

James  Weaver,  the  father,  born  in  1840,  died  in 
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1925,  bravely  bore  his  share  as  a  defender  of,  the 
Republic  during  the  Civil  War  as  a  member  of  the 
155th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  for  two 
years,  when,  having  been  severely  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Antietam,  he  was  honorably;  discharged. 

Curtis  H.  Weaver  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Fryburg  and  at  the  Titusville  Business 
College.  For  seven  years  he  followed  the  business 
of  bricklayer,  after  which  he  was  proprietor  of 
the  Exchange  Hotel,  South  Oil  City,  for  fourteen 
years,  when  he  sold  out  and  went  into  the  auto¬ 
mobile  business  in  1905.  His  genius  was  shown 
when  he  made  two  automobiles  and  was  the  first 
owner  of  an  automobile  in  the  city.  He  endeav¬ 
ored  to  interest  others  in  the  project,  but  the 
moneyed  men  looked  at  it  as  only  an  experiment 
and  failed  to  appreciate  what  he  was  doing,  just  as 
others  did  of  what  Henry  Ford  was  doing  about 
the  same  time. 

In  addition  to  the  phases  of  business  mentioned, 
Mr.  Weaver  has  been  interested  in  the  oil  business, 
having  had  a  part  in  every  stage  of  it,  being  at 
present  especially  interested  at  the  refinery  at  Lu¬ 
cinda.  While  his  interests  are  varied  and  many, 
his  time  and  attention  is  now  being  given  to  the 
production  of  oil  and  gas,  and  the  refining  of  oil 
and  natural  gasoline  from  gas,  both  wholesale  and 
retail,  besides  carrying  on  a  fine  piece  of  work  in 
the  automobile  sales  and  general  garage  business. 

Mr.  Weaver  has  been  a  notable  character  in  the 
public  life  of  his  adopted  city,  having  held  four¬ 
teen  public  positions,  among  which  were :  Coun¬ 
cilman,  which  he  held  eight  years,  and  school  di¬ 
rector,  which  he  held  seven  years.  At  present  he 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Motor  Club,  and  the  Good  Roads  Com¬ 
mittee.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Oil  City 
Hospital  and  the  People’s  Building  and  Loan  As¬ 
sociation.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Benev¬ 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Rotarians, 
and  the  Venango  Club. 

At  Oil  City,  September  3,  1889,  Mr.  Weaver  was 
married  to  Mary  Gannon,  a  woman  well  fitted  both 
by  character  and  inheritance  to  be  a  helpmate.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weaver  were  born  the  following 
children:  1.  Irene,  who  married  John  D.  Mc¬ 
Carthy,  and  they  have  three  children :  Curtis, 
Thomas,  and  Mary  Ethel.  2.  Ethel,  who  married 
Thomas  Bines,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Pa¬ 
tricia.  3.  Earl,  who  married  Catharine  Stubler, 
and  they  have  two  children:  Elizabeth  and  Robert. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weaver,  with  their  children,  are 
members  of  St.  Stephen’s  Catholic  Church. 


BRUCE  A.  SCIOTTO — A  young  lawyer  of 
rare  ability,  and  a  shrewd  and  capable  business 
man  is  Bruce  A.  Sciotto,  twenty-six,  who  enjoys  a 
large  clientele  as  a  lawyer  in  Indiana,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Mr.  Sciotto  was  born  August  8,  1899,  in 
Jefferson  County,  Pennsylvania,  the  son  of 
Rosario  Sciotto  and  Maria  (Melemi)  Sciotto, 
natives  of  Messina,  Sicily.  The  father  was  a 
coal  miner;  but  he  encouraged  his  promising  son 
to  improve  his  mind.  He  attended  the  public 
schools;  St.  Vincent’s  College  at  Latrobe,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Duquesne  University,  and  Dickinson 
Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1923  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Mr. 
Sciotto  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Armstrong 
County,  September  24,  1923,  and  then  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Indiana  under  his 
own  name.  He  has  conducted  a  general  law  practice 
to  the  present  time  and  practices  in  the  Superior 
and  Supreme  courts  and  also  the  Federal  courts. 
During  the  short  time  he  has  practiced  he  has 
gained  the  confidence  and  approval  of  the  people  of 
his  race,  and  of  the  business  community,  irrespect¬ 
ive  of  religion,  race  or  color.  He  is  the  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Greiner  Baking  Company;  and  of 
the  Windsor  Construction  Company.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics;  president  of  the  local 
organization  of  the  Sons  of  Italy;  and  president  of 
several  Italian  clubs.  Also  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  Indiana  Council,  No.  1481, 
and  a  trustee  and  member  of  Punxsutawney 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
He  is  a  Roman  Catholic  in  religion,  and  attends 
St.  Bernard’s  Church.  He  is  unmarried.  His 
address  is  the  Weamer  Building,  Indiana,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 


HARRY  GRANT  LUKER— A  steady  growth 
in  the  esteem  of  the  community  where  he  cast  his 
lot,  and  in  business,  has  attended  the  efforts  of 
Harry  Grant  Luker,  of  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Luker  was  born  in  Allegheny  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  October  8,  1863.  His  father  was  Ben¬ 
jamin  H.  Luker,  who  was  engaged  in  the  carpet 
and  house-furnishing  business  in  Pittsburgh,  and 
later  was  a  partner  of  James  A.  Gault  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  Gault  &  Company,  dealers  in  groceries  and 
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dry  goods.  His  mother  was  Anna  (McCaskey) 
Luker,  of  Freedom,  Pennsylvania,  since  dead. 

Mr.  Luker  attended  the  public  schools  of  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  and  began  his  active  life  as  a  clerk 
for  James  McCullough,  Jr.,  remaining  for  eight 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  with  E.  R.  McConnell,  and  did  business  as 
McConnell  &  Luker,  dealers  in  hardware.  The 
death  of  Mr.  McConnell,  in  1908,  dissolved  the 
firm.  Mr.  Luker  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
account  in  1909,  as  the  H.  G.  Luker  Company, 
dealing  in  hardware  and  furniture,  and  has  con¬ 
tinued  successfully  to  the  present  time.  He  sells 
goods  in  every  part  of  Armstrong  County.  The 
business  affords  employment  for  seven  persons, 
and  requires  one  delivery  truck.  It  compares  fa¬ 
vorably  with  any  other  concern  in  the  same  line  in 
Armstrong  County.  Mr.  Luker  also  is  president 
of  the  K.  B.  C.  Ice  Cream  Company  and  the  Kit¬ 
tanning  Ice  Company,  which  he  built.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Kittanning  Lodge,  Benev¬ 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce;  and  the  Kittanning  Country 
Club.  Mr.  Luker  is  a  member  of  the  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  which  he  and  his  family  attend. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Luker  was  married,  in  December,  1888,  to 
Elizabeth  H.  Noble,  of  Armstrong  County.  They 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children :  1.  Maude 
H.  Luker,  a  graduate  of  the  Kittanning  High 
School,  now  Mrs.  Blake  Galbraith,  of  Brook- 
ville,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Annabelle  L.,  a  graduate 
of  the  local  high  and  the  Luthersburg  School  for 
Girls;  now  Mrs.  Sherwood  Morton,  of  Kittan¬ 
ning.  3.  Elizabeth,  a  graduate  of  the  Kittanning 
High  School  and  Staffers  College,  New  York 
City,  now  Mrs.  James  Gault  Jones,  of  Kittanning. 
4.  Benjamin  H.  Mr.  Luker’s  business  address  is 
No.  225-27  Market  Street,  Kittanning,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 


JOHN  C.  GOAL — Looked  upon  by  his  con¬ 
temporaries  as  a  pioneer  oil  producer  in  the  War¬ 
ren  County  field,  and  as  a  financier  of  ability  in 
Clarendon,  his  home  town,  and  the  headquarters  for 
his  operations,  John  C.  Goal  is  what  justly  may  be 
termed  a  self-made  man.  He  has  risen  to  a  state 
of  affluence  and  a  position  of  honor  over  a  period 
of  fourscore  years,  the  larger  part  of  which  was 
spent  in  hard  and  honest  toil  in  combat  with  the 
ups  and  downs  of  life.  Mr.  Goal  was  among  the 


first  to  have  a  vision  of  the  great  possibilities  and 
wide  demand  for  oil,  once  it  had  been  “struck”  in 
the  Pennsylvania  territory,  and  he  entered  the 
ranks  of  the  producers,  in  the  very  van.  He  at 
one  time  was  the  operator  of  an  oil  refinery  that 
bore  his  name,  but  for  the  major  part  of  his  life 
he  has  confined  his  attention  to  the  producing  end 
of  the  business.  As  a  financier  he  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Clarendon  State  Bank,  and  has 
continued  as  its  president  ever  since  it  opened  its 
doors  for  business. 

John  C.  Goal  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  September,  1846,  the  son  of  John  and 
Barbara  (Struble)  Goal.  His  father  removed 
with  his  family  from  Lancaster  County  to  Clarion 
County  when  the  child,  John  C.,  was  six  years  old, 
and  amid  the  new  surroundings  the  elder  Mr.  Goal 
followed  his  trade  of  cabinetmaker  and  carpenter. 
He  died  in  Clarion  County. 

John  C.  Goal  was  a  pupil  of  the  public  schools 
of  Pleasantville,  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania, 
but  he  was  still  a  mere  boy  when  he  went  to  work 
in  the  oil  fields  at  Pleasantville.  He  bent  all  his 
energy  in  the  direction  of  learning  the  business 
of  oil  producing,  and  eventually  he  arrived  at  the 
place  where  he  himself  was  enabled  to  engage  in 
the  business  on  his  own  account.  He  remained  in 
Pleasantville  as  an  oil  producer  until  1881,  in 
which  year  he  removed  to  Clarendon.  His  com¬ 
ing  to  this  section  was  actually  a  turn  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  in  his  career,  since  his  operations  have  been 
attended  with  marked  success,  the  while  he  grew 
in  favor  with  the  people  and  became  a  man  of  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  community.  Mr.  Goal,  in  the  earlier 
years  of  his  connection  with  the  oil  business,  con¬ 
ducted  a  refinery  at  Watson,  Pennsylvania,  in  as¬ 
sociation  with  his  brother,  A.  D.  Goal,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Goal  Brothers.  The  Goal  oil  busi¬ 
ness  in  Warren  County  now  is  carried  on  under 
the  name  of  J.  C.  Goal  &  Son,  the  son  being  the 
active  member  of  the  firm,  especially  in  the  out¬ 
side,  or  field,  work. 

Mr.  Goal  helped  found  the  Garendon  State 
Bank,  which  was  organized  in  January,  1919,  and 
opened  for  business  May  31,  1919.  He  has  been  its 
only  president.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Indepen¬ 
dent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  he  and  his  family 
are  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  faith. 

Mr.  Goal  married,  June  8,  1869,  Hannah  Lenora 
Haight,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Nancy  (Connelly) 
Haight,  and  a  native  of  Tidioute,  Warren  County, 
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Pennsylvania,  where  she  was  born  in  1850.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  Montreal,  Canada.  To 
John  C.  and  Hannah  Lenora  (Haight)  Goal  were 
born  two  sons:  1.  Albert  W.,  born  in  Pleasant- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  October  31,  1872;  married 
Charlotte  McGaghey,  and  they  have  two  children: 
Helen  U.  and  Robert  H.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  J.  C.  Goal  &  Son,  and  a  director  of  the 
Clarendon  State  Bank,  of  which  his  father  is 
president.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons  and  the  Independent  Order'  of  Odd 
Fellows.  2.  William,  who  died  when  three  months 
old. 


ADOLPHUS  D.  GOAL — One  of  the  most 
notable  of  the  old  school  of  oil  producers  and  drill¬ 
ers  of  Western  Pennsylvania  is  Adolphus  D.  Goal, 
brother  of  John  C.  Goal  (q.  v.),  of  Warren 
County,  Pennsylvania.  A  man  of  keen  mentality, 
of  equal  physical  vigor,  sound  in  his  judgment  of 
men  and  affairs,  and  inspired  by  a  profound  trust 
in  the  future  of  the  oil  industry  and  of  his  section 
of  the  country,  Adolphus  D.  Goal  has  had  a  wide 
variety  of  experiences  since  he  began  as  a  boy  of 
fourteen  to  work  in  a  refinery,  and  has  made  good 
in  his  sixty  years  of  connection  with  oil.  He 
knew  the  industry  in  its  pioneer  days.  He  perse¬ 
vered  in  spite  of  setbacks  and  heart-breaking  dis¬ 
appointments.  It  was  men  of  his  type  who  de¬ 
veloped  that  business  into  its  present  magnitude 
and  importance. 

Adolphus  D.  Goal  was  born  February  14,  1851, 
in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  the  son  of  John  and 
Barbara  (Struble)  Goal.  The  father  moved  to 
Clarion  County  during  the  early  infancy  of  his 
son,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of  cabinet  maker 
and  carpenter  until  his  death.  Adolphus  D.  Goal 
attended  public  schools  in  Clarion  County  and 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  At  the  age  of  four¬ 
teen  he  found  employment  at  the  famous  Pit  Hole 
in  a  refinery,  where  he  remained  for  six  months. 
After  a  few  months  in  a  refinery  at  Plummer  he 
went  to  Tidioute,  where  he  began  pumping,  thence 
to  Pleasantville,  where  he  pumped  and  later  drilled 
for  oil  for  a  few  years.  The  next  scene  of  his 
drilling  activities  was  at  Fargundus,  whence  he 
went  to  St.  Petersburg  after  two  years,  then  to 
Martinsburg,  in  Butler  County,  where  he  added  oil 
producing  to  his  drilling.  For  a  short  time  he 
was  at  Petrolia  in  that  same  county.  It  was  after 
he  reached  Edenburg,  in  Clarion  County,  that  he 


purchased  a  lease  and  began  to  produce  on  a  large 
scale.  The  year  1883  found  him  in  Garfield  as  a 
drilling  contractor,  where  he  drilled  fourteen  wells, 
then  at  Henry’s  Mills,  where  he  had  two  strings 
of  tools  in  operation.  Next,  at  Clarendon,  he  was 
associated  with  his  brother,  John  C.  Goal,  in  the 
purchase  of  a  refinery  known  as  the  Goal  Brothers’ 
Refinery,  which  was  successfully  operated  until 
purchased  by  the  Pure  Oil  Company.  At  Fox- 
burg,  in  Forest  County,  the  brothers  next  leased 
fourteen  hundred  acres  of  land,  where  they  both 
drilled  wells  and  produced  oil  until  its  profitable 
sale  in  1915.  Adolphus  D.  Goal  then  settled  in 
Warren,  Pennsylvania,  and  after  operating  in  the 
Matthews  Run  returned  to  Warren,  where  he 
drilled  and  sold  three  wells.  After  this  long  and 
varied  experience  in  all  the  departments  of  the  oil 
industry  Mr.  Goal  confined  himself  to  contract  drill¬ 
ing  in  the  vicinity  of  Warren,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  He  is  a  member  of  Olive  Lodge  of 
Tionesta,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  of  Couders- 
port  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 
His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

On  April  16,  1874,  in  Butler,  Pennsylvania, 
Adolphus  D.  Goal  married  Olivia  S.  Campbell, 
daughter  of  J.  F.  and  Elizabeth  (Porter)  Camp¬ 
bell.  Her  father  was  at  one  time  treasurer  of 
Butler  County.  Children :  Clarence  W.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Mabel  Mehaffey;  Joseph  A.,  who  married 
Rena  Barber;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Clyde  Mehaffey; 
Daisy,  wife  of  E.  A.  Yetter;  John  L.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Ida  Linder;  Ella,  wife  of  Robert  R.  Knabb; 
Ethel,  who  resides  at  home;  and  Franklin,  who  re¬ 
sides  at  home. 


AARON  H.  SHOOK— The  affiliation  of  Mr. 
Shook  with  the  fraternal,  social,  and  benevolent 
work  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
in  Indiana  is  that  of  a  very  capable  and  progressive 
leader,  his  secretaryship  being  of  that  compre¬ 
hensive  type  that  has  been  the  means  of  giving  a 
new  life  and  according  a  general  forward  move¬ 
ment  to  the  activities  of  every  department  of  the 
institution. 

Aaron  H.  Shook,  a  son  of  Edward  Shook,  a 
farmer,  and  Beulah  (Keller)  Shook,  both  natives 
of  Columbia  County,  was  born  June  9,  1893,  in 
Lofty,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  attended  the  public 
and  high  schools.  Throughout  his  business  career 
he  has  been  identified  with  the  Young  Men’s 
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Christian  Association  and  its  work;  he  came  to 
Indiana  in  1921  as  physical  director  of  the  associ¬ 
ation,  and  he  was  appointed  secretary  in  1925. 

The  Indiana  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
was  founded  in  1913  by  a  group  of  business  men 
of  this  city,  and  the  present  substantial  building 
was  erected,  containing  every  feature  that  is  mod¬ 
ern  and  up-to-date  in  association  work,  inclusive 
of  swimming  pool,  a  large  dormitory  for  men, 
which  will  house  upwards  of  forty,  games,  recep¬ 
tion  parlor,  and  so  forth.  This  association  has 
also  been  very  active  in  the  promotion  of  athletics, 
in  the  formation  of  county  league  baseball  and 
basketball,  and  all  sorts  of  athletic  interests.  Until 
very  recently  the  swimming  pool  here  was  the  only 
place  where  swimming  might  be  enjoyed  in  Indiana, 
and  it  is  estimated  by  Mr.  Shook,  the  secretary, 
that  to  the  present,  upward  of  3,000  people  have 
here  acquired  the  art  of  swimming.  The  first 
president  of  the  association  was  Harry  McCreary, 
and  the  present  president  is  C.  C.  Dinsmore. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Shook,  with  vote 
and  influence,  adheres  to  the  principles  of  that 
party.  Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights 
of  Malta,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Mr.  Shook  married,  June  26,  1913,  Ruth  Frey, 
and  they  have  a  daughter,  Jessie  Frances. 


JOSEPH  H.  GOLDSTEIN— In  both  his  pro¬ 
fessional  capacity  and  his  civic  associations  in 
Warren,  Mr.  Goldstein  is  rightly  accounted  one 
whose  service  and  abilities  are  invariably  rendered 
in  behalf  of  every  advancing  interest  of  his  com¬ 
munity.  He  is  highly  regarded  for  his  profes¬ 
sional  gifts  and  his  lucid  interpretation  of  legal 
matters.  Joseph  H.  Goldstein,  a  son  of  Lewis 
Goldstein,  who  was  born  in  Titusville,  and  is  now 
deceased,  and  Ida  (Auerheim)  Goldstein,  who  was 
born  in  New  York  City  and  survives  her  husband, 
was  born  August  6,  1888,  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools,  afterwards 
graduating  at  the  Bradford  High  School.  Prepar¬ 
ing  for  his  profession  at  Dickinson  Law  School, 
he  graduated  there  as  vice-president  of  his  class 
in  1900,  and  with  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 

Mr.  Goldstein  practiced  law  in  Bradford  until 
1915,  studied  law  in  the  office  of  the  Hon  R.  B. 
Stone,  and  then  came  to  Warren  and  continued  there 
to  the  present,  with  his  offices  in  the  Scofield  Block. 
He  has  served  as  borough  secretary  for  Warren 


since  1918,  and  has  been  clerk  of  the  Seventh  Com¬ 
pensation  District  Workmen’s  Compensation  Bu¬ 
reau  since  1916.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Warren 
County  Bar  Association,  Pennsylvania  State  Bar 
Association,  and  the  McKean  County  Bar  As¬ 
sociation,  and  has  been  admitted  to  practice 
in  all  courts  of  the  State.  Fraternally,  he  is 
affiliated  with  Warren  Lodge,  No.  223,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  of  which  he  is  a 
Past  Exalted  Ruler;  Delta  Theta  Phi  Fraternity; 
Kiwanis  Club ;  and  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  As¬ 
sociation.  His  hobby  is  football,  and  he  coached 
the  Bradford  High  School  for  two  years.  He  at¬ 
tends  Temple  Beth  Zion. 

Joseph  H.  Goldstein  married,  in  1910,  Helena 
Call,  who  was  born  in  Waynesburg,  Greene  County, 
and  they  have  a  daughter,  Ruth  Goldstein. 


HARRY  ALEXANDER  REYNOLDS,  of 

Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  at 
Red  Bank,  Clarion  County,  October  19,  1869.  His 
father,  David  Reynolds,  who  died  in  1922,  was 
burgess  of  Ford  City  at  one  time  and  postmaster 
at  another,  being  a  Republican  in  politics.  His 
mother,  Martha  Deitrich,  of  Huntingdon  County, 
Pennsylvania,  died  in  1919. 

Harry  A.  Reynolds  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Armstrong  County,  and  studied  three 
years  at  Birmingham  Academy  and  Shortlidge 
Academy,  both  preparatory  schools.  He  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  coal  mining  business  for  six  years,  of 
which  the  last  two  were  for  himself.  The  next 
two  years,  1893-1894,  he  passed  in  the  haberdashery 
and  gentlemen’s  furnishing  business.  In  1895  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass 
Company  at  Plant  No.  3,  and,  as  the  company 
was  just  starting  a  new  department  or  system,  he 
was  assigned  to  duties  in  connection  with  the  in¬ 
novation.  It  was  called  booking,  a  name  given  to 
a  sort  of  clerical  work,  which  involved  measur¬ 
ing  the  glass  chiefly,  and  other  duties.  He  was 
transferred  in  time  to  other  branches  and  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  vast  industry.  In  1897  he  was  made 
assistant  superintendent  of  Works  No.  3;  after¬ 
wards  he  was  placed  in  the  same  position  in  Works 
No.  4.  In  1903  he  was  made  superintendent  of 
Works  No.  4,  and  remained  there  until  Works  No. 
3  was  dismantled,  when  he  was  made  superinten¬ 
dent  of  Works  No.  4.  In  1914  the  system  of  hav¬ 
ing  a  superintendent  over  two  or  three  works  was 
done  away  with,  and  Mr.  Reynolds  was  put  in 
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charge  of  Works  No.  4,  which  includes  all  the 
smaller  auxiliary  works  connected  with  it.  He 
has  continued  in  this  ever  since.  He  is  also  a  di¬ 
rector  of  the  First  National  Bank  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Ford  City,  and  president  of  the  Arm¬ 
strong  County  Building  and  Loan  Association.  He 
is  also  a  director  of  the  Kittanning  General  Hos¬ 
pital.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Chamber  of  Commerce;  the  Kiwanis  Club 
of  Ford  City,  Pennsylvania,  of  which  he  is  a  di¬ 
rector;  a  member  of  the  board  of  governors  of 
the  Kittanning  Country  Club;  a  member  of  the 
Americus  Club;  a  trustee  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church;  and  a  Republican  in  politics. 

Mr.  Reynolds  married  Jane  Jordan,  daughter 
of  Robert  C.  Jordan,  of  Kittanning,  Armstrong 
County,  Pennsylvania.  His  address  is  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Plate  Glass  Company,  Ford  City,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 


HUGH  ISEMAN  STITT,  M.  D.— One  of 

the  most  popular  general  medical  practitioners 
in  Kittanning,  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  a  leading 
citizen,  is  Dr.  Hugh  Iseman  Stitt.  He  was  born 
in  Kittanning  on  December  9,  1893,  son  of  Martin 
F.  and  Mary  (Iseman)  Stitt,  both  living.  Mr. 
Stitt  is  a  farmer  and  a  man  of  substance  in  the 
community. 

Hugh  Iseman  Stitt  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Kittanning,  and  gained  his  college  and 
professional  training  at  Gettysburg  College,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1916  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  had  this  degree  confirmed, 
graduating  with  the  class  of  1920.  Dr.  Stitt  passed 
his  interneship  at  St.  Francis’  Hospital  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  It  was  thus  with  thorough  training,  added 
to  his  natural  bent,  that  he  came  to  Kittanning 
unusually  well  equipped  for  his  profession.  In 
1921  he  began  a  general  practice  there  and  has 
built  up  a  flourishing  clientele  of  satisfied  patients. 

Dr.  Stitt  belongs  to  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  and  the  Armstrong  County  Medical  Society. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Kittanning 
General  Hospital.  Popular  in  Masonic  circles, 
Dr.  Stitt  is  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  also  is  a  member  of  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  the  Foresters.  He  is 


also  an  enthusiastic  promoter  of  the  welfare  of 
his  city,  and  cooperates  in  that  respect  with  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  which  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber,  the  Kiwanis  Club,  in  which  he  is  enrolled,  and 
with  the  Kittanning  Country  Club.  His  political 
affiliation  is  with  the  Republican  Party;  and  his 
religious  affiliation  with  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Dr.  Stitt  married,  on  August  13,  1917,  in  Kit¬ 
tanning,  Pennsylvania,  Irene  Burford.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Stitt  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Ruth 
Elizabeth,  born  September  22,  1919;  Hugh  Parks, 
born  September  8,  1921;  and  Hellen  Irene,  born 
October  23,  1925. 


REV.  SAMUEL  SYLVESTER  CLARK— 

Both  in  his  pastorate  of  a  number  of  the  leading 
Baptist  churches  in  this  State,  and  in  his  direction 
of  the  responsiblities  of  civic  office,  Rev.  Samuel 
Sylvester  Clark  has  won  the  high  regard  and  es¬ 
teem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  associated  for 
community  advancement.  As  pastor  of  his  church 
in  Franklin  he  has  secured  most  satisfactory  re¬ 
sults  in  his  very  able  work  in  behalf  of  the  spirit¬ 
ual  and  material  development  of  an  important 
parish,  winning  the  good  will  and  support  of  his 
people  and  the  hearty  respect  and  aid  of  the  com- 
munity-at-large.  He  is  a  son  of  George  Clark, 
who  was  a  city  employee  in  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
and  who  died  while  Samuel  Sylvester  Clark  was 
in  infancy,  and  Katharine  (Wilhelm)  Clark,  whose 
mother  also  died  while  she  was  an  infant. 

Rev.  Samuel  Sylvester  Clark  was  born  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1884,  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools.  He  then  graduated  at 
Deichman  College,  and  he  prepared  for  his  pro¬ 
fession  at  Crozier  Theological  Seminary,  gradu¬ 
ating  in  1912. 

Rev.  Mr.  Clark’s  first  pastorate  was  at  Miles- 
burg,  and  consecutively  he  has  had  charge  of  the 
Baptist  churches  at  Westover,  in  Clearfield  County, 
at  Punxsutawney,  and  now,  Franklin.  A  Repub¬ 
lican  in  his  political  affiliations,  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  Westover  in  1916-1917. 

Rev.  Samuel  Sylvester  Clark  married,  May  21, 
1909,  in  Hereford,  Maryland,  Golda  May  Howard, 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Esther  Jane  (Tipton) 
Howard,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Esther  Katharine,  born  July  5,  1910;  Ruth 
Eileen,  born  March  14,  1915 ;  and  Mary  Elizabeth, 
born  January  7,  1922. 
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WILLIAM  T.  YECKLEY— The  year  1925 
marked  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  William  T. 
Yeckley’s  association  with  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Portage,  and  during  that  period,  which  is  in¬ 
clusive  of  his  business  career,  he  has  been  an  ac¬ 
tive  sharer  in  the  financial  advance  of  the  town. 
The  progress  of  Portage  among  the  communities 
in  this  part  of  the  State  claims  the  first  attention 
of  Mr.  Yeckley,  who  has  spent  practically  his 
entire  life  here,  his  native  place. 

William  T.  Yeckley,  the  son  of  George  Yeckley, 
a  hotel  proprietor,  and  Margaret  Yeckley,  both  now 
deceased,  was  born  February  23,  1885,  in  Gallitzin, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  attended  the  public  and 
high  schools,  afterwards  spending  a  year  at  Duff’s 
Business  College,  at  Pittsburgh.  He  began  his 
business  career  in  1905,  as  assistant  cashier  for  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Portage;  and  in  1908  he 
was  made  cashier  of  the  bank.  This  financial  in¬ 
stitution  was  established  in  1904  with  Wallace 
Sherbine  as  president;  T.  J.  Pierce,  vice-president; 
and  W.  K.  Swatz,  cashier ;  the  officers  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  are:  Wallace  Sherbine,  president;  J.  G. 
Patterson,  vice-president;  William  T.  Yeckley, 
cashier;  E.  E.  Hughes,  assistant  cashier;  direc¬ 
tors:  Malcolm  MacDougall,  Paul  Nelson,  William 
T.  Yeckley,  Elmer  Roberts,  Wallace  Sherbine,  J. 
G.  Patterson,  R.  H.  Moore,  Lyman  Sherbine.  The 
bank’s  capital  stock  is  $60,000,  and  the  deposits 
on  April  6,  1925,  amounted  to  $1,207,324.41. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Yeckley  votes  for 
that  party  ticket.  His  fraternal  affiliations  are 
those  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks;  and  he  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Joseph’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

William  T.  Yeckley  married,  February  20,  1909. 
Kathleen  Ferguson ;  and  they  are  the  parents  of : 
1.  Mary  Kathryn,  born  December,  1909.  2.  Mar¬ 
garet  Elizabeth,  born  March,  1913.  3.  George, 
born  May,  1914.  ' 


EMMA  ZELLA  SMILEY  is  to-day  almost  as 
much  of  a  pioneer  as  her  ancestors  were  in  the 
early  days  of  Pennsylvania.  Their  struggles  were 
against  the  forces  of  nature,  their  combats  with 
wild  animals  and  Indians  and  pioneer  hardships. 
Hers  have  been  directed  against  the  traditional  ideas 
which  tie  woman  to  the  home  or  to  uncongenial, 
so-called  “feminine”  occupations,  while  public 
office  and  work  calling  for  executive  ability  is 
allocated  solely  to  men.  Miss  Smiley,  like  her 


noted  relative,  Miss  Jessie  Smiley,  is  triumphing, 
and  by  her  efforts  and  success  is  opening  a  new 
world  to  women.  Of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  she 
was  bom  with  the  hardihood,  practical  sense,  clear¬ 
ness  of  thought,  and  inherent  interest  in  local 
politics  that  characterizes  that  race.  Her  fore¬ 
fathers  led  the  pioneer  movement  for  settling  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  played  an  important  part  in  develop¬ 
ing  that  rich  State.  An  early  Smiley,  great-great- 
uncle  of  the  subject  of  this  biographical  record, 
was  a  member  of  the  first  Legislature  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  which  sat  in  Philadelphia  in  June,  1776, 
and  contributed  greatly  to  the  patriotic  stand  for 
independence  which  the  State  finally  assumed. 
Her  great-great-grandfather  was  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Her  great-grandfather, 
Thomas  Smiley,  was  a  pioneer  of  Franklin  County, 
and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Emma  Zella  Smiley  was  born  in  Franklin,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  August  22,  1882,  daughter  of  H.  Stearns 
and  Linday  (McElhinney)  Smiley.  Her  mother 
was  a  daughter  of  James  McElhinney  and  his  wife, 
Catharine  (Henshaw)  McElhinney.  Mr.  Smiley 
was  a  printer  by  trade,  and  became  notable  for  his 
interest  in  local  politics  and  his  success  in  influ¬ 
encing  public  opinion. 

Emma  Zella  (E.  Zella)  Smiley  was  educated  in 
the  local  public  schools,  from  which  she  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1901.  She  showed  an  early  interest  in  the 
business  world  so  long  open  only  to  men  and  exer¬ 
cised  her  unusual  executive  ability  in  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  bookkeeping  until  she  entered  the  County 
Commissioner’s  office  in  1921.  There  she  found 
the  work  most  congenial  to  her,  that  of  commis¬ 
sioner’s  clerk,  and  she  performed  the  work  well, 
as  the  first  woman  clerk  in  the  commissioner’s 
office.  Miss  Smiley  is  a  Republican,  and  this  is 
so  far  her  only  political  office,  although  her 
chances  for  broadening  her  sphere  are  excellent. 
She  is  an  active  member  of  the  Business  Women's 
Club  and  a  member  of  Grace  Lutheran  Church. 


ROY  MASTERSON — Numbered  among  the 
well-to-do  citizens  of  Oakland  Township,  Ve¬ 
nango  County,  is  Roy  Masterson,  who  was  born 
October  3,  1886,  and  educated  in  the  public  tchools 
of  the  same  community  where  he  was  born.  When 
he  grew  to  manhood  he  became  an  oil  producer,  in 
which  pursuit  he  has  continued  until  the  present 
time,  having  been  quite  successful.  His  father, 
Frank  Masterson,  son  of  Eli  and  Margaret  (Run- 
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ninger)  Masterson,  who  were  members  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania’s  best  families,  is  also  an  oil  producer  as 
well  as  a  farmer  and  dairyman.  His  mother,  who 
was  Anna  Snyder,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah 
Margaret  (Watt)  Snyder,  is  a  woman  of  high  in¬ 
telligence,  who  keeps  in  touch  with  the  best  in¬ 
terests  of  State  and  Nation. 

On  June  13,  1913,  at  Fleming  Hill,  Forest 
County,  Mr.  Masterson  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mariam  Etta  Weikal,  daughter  of  Martin  Lamey 
and  Josephine  (Fleming)  Weikal,  a  young  woman 
of  bright  intellect  and  ability  who,  through  both 
parents,  belongs  to  Venango’s  oldest  and  most 
highly  respected  families.  Through  her  father, 
who  was  a  son  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Mary 
(Lamey)  Weikal,  Mrs.  Masterson  traces  her  right 
to  membership  in  the  Putnam-King  Chapter, 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  through 
Thomas  Carter,  an  early  resident  of  Venango 
County,  also  the  Lameys  and  Dempseys,  all  of 
whose  families  were  Colonial  residents  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Through  her  mother,  who  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Uhlenburgh)  Fleming, 
Mrs.  Masterson  is  also  of  Revolutionary  inher¬ 
itance,  being  a  descendant  of  John  Fleming,  who 
died  in  Fayette  County  prior  to  1795,  when  his 
sons,  with  their  widowed  mother,  came  to  Venango 
County.  John  Fleming  was  a  descendant  of  Sir 
Thomas  Fleming,  of  ancient  descent,  who  emi¬ 
grated  to  Virginia  from  Scotland  in  1616,  and 
whose  descendants  took  part  in  early  Virginia 
times,  and  in  the  Revolution  served  in  the  Conti¬ 
nental  Army.  From  Virginia  they  spread  to  Ken¬ 
tucky,  North  Carolina,  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Masterson  is  also  a  member  of  the  Indepen¬ 
dent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Masterson  have  one  son,  Garcie 
Roe,  born  April  28,  1914,  whom  they  are  sparing 
no  pains  to  educate.  They  are  members  of  the 
United  Evangelical  Church  of  Oil  City,  which  de¬ 
nomination  their  ancestors  helped  to  organize  in 
Pennsylvania. 


JOSEPH  GARDNER  DENNINGTON,  son 

of  Joseph  and  Eliza  Avery  Dennington,  was  born 
at  Waterford,  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania,  April 
24,  1872,  coming  from  a  long  line  of  English  and 
Scottish  ancestry  that  has  proved  a  credit  to  the 
nation.  He  received  his  preliminary  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  old  historic  town  of 
Waterford,  and  furthered  his  preparation  for  a 


successful  business  career  through  a  correspond¬ 
ence  course  at  State  College.  He  chose  for  his 
life  work  electrical  engineering,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  has  been  connected  with  the  electric  power 
plant  of  Oil  City,  with  the  exception  of  a  brief  stay 
at  Missoula,  Montana. 

On  August  25,  1895,  Mr-  Dennington  was  mar¬ 
ried,  in  Chicago,  to  Nora  Belle  Abolt,  daughter  of 
John  and  Angeline  (Gregory)  Abolt,  of  Williams¬ 
port,  Indiana.  Mr.  Abolt,  father  of  Mrs.  Denning¬ 
ton,  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  where  his 
record  was  one  of  sterling  worth.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  he  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
Indiana,  and  through  his  progressive  spirit  he  be¬ 
came  a  substantial  farmer.  Mrs.  Abolt,  the 
mother,  belonged  to  the  distinguished  family  of 
Gregory,  which  contains  many  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  citizens  of  Ajnerica.  Mrs.  Dennington, 
who  is  an  active  and  valued  member  of  the  Belles 
Lettres  and  Shubert  clubs  of  Oil  City,  possesses 
many  of  the  finer  qualities  of  both  parents  and 
has  proved  herself  a  woman  of  splendid  qualities. 
Her  special  line  as  a  candy  maker  has  won  for 
her  a  wide  patronage,  which  is  largely  due  to 
her  womanly  tact,  her  great  gift,  and  the  consci¬ 
entious  part  portrayed  in  all  she  does. 

Mrs.  Dennington  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Oil 
City  Chapter,  Daughters  of  Veterans,  and  was 
unanimously  elected  the  first  president.  Mr.  Den¬ 
nington  is  a  member  of  the  Maccabees.  The  fam¬ 
ilies  of  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dennington  were  Pres¬ 
byterian,  but  they  themselves  are  Christian  Scien¬ 
tists.  They  live  in  their  beautiful  house  in  one  of 
the  better  parts  of  the  city. 


ROBERT  S.  McINTYRE — A  veteran  con¬ 
tractor  and  builder  and  the  owner  and  operator 
of  one  of  the  oldest  contracting  firms  in  Mercer 
County,  Robert  S.  and  William  McIntyre,  is  one  of 
the  most  successful  men  in  his  particular  field  in 
Sharon  and  the  entire  county.  He  is  a  leading 
citizen  and  one  active  in  public  affairs  of  every 
nature. 

Robert  S.  McIntyre  was  born  in  West  Middle¬ 
sex,  Mercer  County,  November  24,  1863,  the  son 
of  William  McIntyre,  who  founded  the  McIntyre 
contracting  enterprise  now  operated  by  his  son,  in 
1856,  and  who  was  Sharon’s  leading  contractor  and 
builder,  and  Janet  (Watts)  McIntyre.  Follow¬ 
ing  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  West 
Middlesex,  Mr.  McIntyre  became  associated  with 
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his  father  in  the  management  of  the  contracting 
and  building  business,  and  on  the  latter’s  death  suc¬ 
ceeded  him  to  the  ownership.  He  has  operated  in 
Sharon  ever  since,  and  has  handled  important  and 
large  projects  throughout  the  county  and  city. 

Mr.  McIntyre  is  a  Democrat.  He  belongs  to  the 
Sharon  Lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  Sharon 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
He  also  has  memberships  in  the  Sharon  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  the  Sharon  Country  Club.  In 
his  religious  faith  he  is  a  Presbyterian. 

Mr.  McIntyre  married,  in  Sharpsville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  April  2,  1892,  Anna  Peate,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Margaret  (Sheden)  Peate.  They  have 
two  daughters :  1.  Margaret,  born  October  12, 1897. 
2.  Madeline,  born  December  11,  1901. 


EDWARD  WALKER— A  rise  from  small 
beginnings  to  a  large  success  is  the  life-story  of 
Edward  Walker,  president  of  the  Walker  Cream¬ 
ery  Products  Company,  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  born  April  21,  1856,  in  Jamestown,  New 
York.  His  father,  Aaron  S.  Walker,  was  born  in 
1820,  in  Delaware  County,  New  York,  and  was 
a  stone  mason  until  his  death  in  1899.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Hamblet,  born  in  1825  in  Delaware 
County,  New  York;  died  in  1857. 

Edward  Walker,  the  son,  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Hamletville,  New  York.  After 
completing  his  education  he  worked  at  farming 
until  1877,  when  he  came  to  Warren,  and  worked 
in  the  oil  business  for  four  years.  He  next  be¬ 
came  associated  with  his  brother,  Silas  E.  Walker; 
and  for  two  years  they  were  engaged  in  the 
patent  medicine  and  printing  business.  Mr. 
Walker,  in  1882,  bought  out  his  brother’s  interest 
in  the  printing  business,  and  established  a  small 
newspaper  known  as  the  “Warren  Sunday  Mir¬ 
ror.”  This  he  continued  to  publish  until  1886, 
when  he  bought  out  the  “Warren  Daily  Mirror,” 
while  the  “Sunday  Mirror”  was  changed  to  the 
“Weekly  Mirror.”  Subsequently,  he  purchased 
the  “Warren  Evening  Paragraph,”  and  merged 
the  new  publication  with  the  “Mirror.”  In  1895 
he  sold  the  “Mirror”  business  and  plant  to  W. 
J.  McClaren  and  John  Albright,  and  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  on  a  small  scale. 
He  adopted  the  name  the  I  X  L  Ice  Cream  Com¬ 
pany  at  the  beginning,  in  1895,  and  continued 
under  that  name  for  the  succeeding  ten  years. 


In  1905  the  business  was  incorporated  as  the 
Walker  Ice  Cream  Company,  Ltd.  In  1914  the 
name  was  changed  to  the  Walker  Ice  Cream  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc. ;  and  in  1920  it  became  the  Walker 
Creamery  Products  Company,  with  these  officers: 
President,  Edward  Walker;  vice-president  and 
treasurer,  Burr  R.  Walker;  and  secretary,  Milton 
D.  Wheeler. 

When  the  business  was  started  by  Edward 
Walker  it  occupied  a  small  building,  twelve  by 
eighteen  feet.  There  was  only  one  freezer,  and  the 
output  of  forty  gallons  a  day  was  considered  large 
and  exceptional.  Mr.  Walker  used  a  small  cart 
in  making  deliveries,  and  supplied  a  chain  of  drug 
stores  in  the  town.  At  present  the  capacity  of  the 
company  is  about  4,000  gallons  of  ice  cream  a 
day.  In  1903  a  creamery  business  was  added  and 
at  the  present  time  it  has  reached  a  capacity  of 
about  12,000  pounds  a  day.  In  1903,  also,  Mr. 
Walker  invented  and  patented  Walker’s  Improved 
Ice  Cream  Freezer.  It  was  the  first  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  to  freeze  cream  with  the  use  of  brine.  Pre¬ 
viously  ice  had  always  been  used  in  all  freezers. 
In  October,  1903,  he  made  and  patented  a  device 
for  the  holding  and  storage  of  ice  cream  in  brine, 
which  is  known  as  the  Walker  Ice  Cream  Storage 
Tank.  The  products  of  the  Walker  Creamery  are 
shipped  to  every  part  of  Northern  Pennsylvania, 
and  to  many  points  in  New  York  State.  The  com¬ 
pany  maintains  a  branch  at  Dunkirk,  New  York, 
and  another  branch  at  Kane,  Pennsylvania,  while 
the  main  factory  in  Warren  has  a  floor  space  of 
25,000  square  feet,  making  it  one  of  the  best 
equipped  and  modern  creamery  and  ice  cream 
establishments  in  the  entire  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Walker  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fra¬ 
ternity,  including  all  the  York  Rite  and  Scottish 
Rite  bodies,  and  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks ;  the  Knights  of  Pythias ;  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  and  the  Conewango  Val¬ 
ley  Country  Club.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
National  Association  of  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers. 
For  twenty  years  he  was  treasurer  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers’  Associa¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Walker  is  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  His  favorite  recreation  is  fishing. 

Mr.  Walker  was  married  (first),  in  1874,  to 
Frances  Loretta  Gray,  born  in  Sullivan  County, 
New  York,  died  in  1913;  they  were  the  parents  of 
two  children:  Porter  Romaine,  born  in  1876;  and 
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of  Burr  Raymond,  a  biography  of  whom  follows. 
Mr.  Walker  was  married  (second)  to  Elizabeth 
H.  DeMoney,  born  in  Broome  County,  New  York. 
Mr.  Walker  has  two  addresses,  Warren,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  St.  Petersburg,  Florida. 

BURR  RAYMOND  WALKER,  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  large  and  successful  ice 
cream  and  creamery  business,  has  proved,  himself 
a  capable  executive  equal  to  the  opportunity  offered 
him  in  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born 
December  12,  1878.  His  father  is  Edward  Walker 
(see  preceding  biography),  his  mother  Frances 
Loretta  (Gray)  Walker,  born  in  Parksville,  Sulli¬ 
van  County,  New  York. 

Mr.  Walker  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Warren,  his  birthplace,  and  on  the  completion  of 
his  education  he  entered  the  business  already  con¬ 
ducted  by  his  father  on  a  large  scale.  He  is  at 
present  the  vice-president  and  treasurer  of  the 
Walker  Creamery  Products  Company.  He  is 
treasurer  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey 
States  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers’  Association.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  includ¬ 
ing1  all  York  Rite  bodies,  and  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  the  Benev¬ 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias;  while  his  clubs  include  the 
Rotary,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Cone- 
wango;  the  Conewango  Valley  Country  Club;  and 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  He  is 
fond  of  golf.  The  family  attends  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Walker  was  married,  September  18,  1907, 
to  Elizabeth  Conn,  born  at  Spruce  Hill,  Juniata 
County,  Pennsylvania.  They  are  the  parents  of 
Edward  Cambridge  Walker. 


FRANK  R.  GRAHAM — Engaged  in  the  drug 
business  in  Sharon,  Frank  R.  Graham  is  counted 
among  the  city’s  most  progressive  and  active  cit¬ 
izens,  and  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  pop¬ 
ulace.  He  is  well  known  and  liked. 

Frank  R.  Graham  was  born  in  Mercer,  the 
county  seat  of  Mercer  County,  the  son  of  James 
M.  Graham,  a  farmer,  and  Ella  (Doughlas)  Gra¬ 
ham.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Mercer  and  in  the  Pittsburgh  College  of  Phar¬ 
macy,  and  his  entire  career  has  been  in  the  drug 
business.  He  now  has  one  of  the  most  successful 
pharmacies  in  Sharon. 


Mr.  Graham,  who  is  a  Republican  and  who 
fought  in  the  Spanish-American  War,  is  a  member 
of  the  Sharon  Kiwanis  Club.  He  and  his  family 
attend  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Sharon,  where  they 
make  their  home  at  No.  36  Buhl  Court.  His  phar¬ 
macy  is  located  in  the  Dollar  Title  and  Trust 
Building  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Graham  married,  March  21,  1903,  Dorothy 
Schroyer,  daughter  of  James  M.  and  Katherine 
Schroyer,  in  West  Newton,  Westmoreland  County. 
There  is  one  son  of  this  union,  James  Schroyer 
Graham,  born  June  26,  1905. 


JOHN  BIRD  — The  city  of  Bradford,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  lost  one  of  its  best  known  and  best  loved 
citizens  in  the  death  of  John  Bird,  prominent  oil 
producer,  in  the  late  days  of  the  year  1921.  Mr. 
Bird,  a  native  of  the  State  of  Maine,  came  to 
Bradford  during  the  Civil  War  days,  and  became 
one  of  the  city’s  leading  citizens.  He  was  success¬ 
ful  in  the  oil  producing  industry,  and  his  engaging, 
yet  dominant,  personality  and  his  kindly  and  cour¬ 
teous  manner  made  friends  for  him  throughout  the 
oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  fine  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  self-made  man,  for  his  success  was 
due  entirely  to  his  own  abilities  and  his  ownl  initi¬ 
ative,  energy  and  unflagging  perseverance.  He 
was  an  upright,  honorable  man,  of  absolute  and  un¬ 
questioned  honesty  of  thought,  purpose,  and  deed, 
of  high  integrity  and  probity,  and  a  man  who  was 
a  decided  asset  to  his  city  and  an  honor  and  credit 
to  his  ancestry.  That  he  will  be  greatly  missed  in 
the  city  where  he  had  lived  and  labored  for  so 
many  years,  is  a  foregone  conclusion. 

John  Bird  was  born  at  Houlton,  Aroostook 
County,  Maine,  on  August  12,  1842,  a  son  of  Fran¬ 
cis  and  Mary  (Trainor)  Bird,  both  of  whom  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Ireland,  coming  to 
America  shortly  after  their  marriage.  They  settled 
first  at  New  Brunswick,  and  shortly  after  removed 
to  Aroostook  County,  Maine,  where  they  purchased 
a  farm  and  lived  until  their  respective  deaths,  well 
regarded  and  highly  respected  by  all  their  neigh¬ 
bors.  The  son,  John  Bird,  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county  and 
State,  but  at  an  early  age  he  started  out  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world.  At  the  tender  age  of 
fourteen  years — when  boys  of  his  age  to-day  would 
still  be  in  grammar  school — he  was  employed  in  a 
lumber  camp  in  the  Maine  woods,  doing  the  work 
of  a  grown  man  and  developing  a  physique  that 
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was  later  to  stand  him  in  good  stead.  From  that 
time  on  he  made  his  own  way,  always  working 
hard  and  asking  help  from  no  one.  He  remained 
in  his  native  State,  engaged  in  this  most  arduous  of 
all  vocations,  until  the  year  1864.  In  that  year,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  he  came  to  the  oil 
fields  of  Northwestern  Pennsylvania,  and  first 
settled  on  Oil  Creek,  where  he  was  employed  as 
a  workman  on  various  oil  wells  and  as  a  teamster. 
He  was  at  the  famous  Pithole  during  the  excite¬ 
ment,  and  also  at  Fagundus.  Almost  from  the 
very  first  he  had  become  known  as  an  expert  in 
locating  and  drilling  wells,  and  when  he  came  to 
Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  he  branched  out  for  him¬ 
self  and  became  a  producer  of  oil.  In  this  he  was 
very  successful,  and  his  leases  at  Bells  Camp 
proved  to  be  most  profitable.  He  was  still  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  active  operation  of  the  wells  on  these 
leases  when  his  death  occurred.  He  had  built  a 
fine  residence  at  No.  38  School  Street,  Bradford, 
which  was  ready  for  occupancy  in  1902,  and  which 
he  occupied  for  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Polit¬ 
ically,  he  was  independent  in  his  views.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  was  an  active  and  interested  member 
of  the  ancient  Masonic  fraternity,  and  that  he  was 
ever  in  “search  of  further  light  in  Masonry”  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  he  was  affiliated  with  all 
of  the  various  bodies  up  to  and  including  the  sub¬ 
lime  thirty-second  degree.  His  death  occurred  at 
his  home  in  Bradford,  on  December  23,  1921,  a 
few  months  after  his  beloved  wife  had  passed 
away,  her  death  occurring  on  June  22,  1921.  Mr. 
Bird  was  one  of  Bradford’s  leading  citizens,  and 
his  death  brought  a  sense  of  grief  and  great  loss 
to  the  entire  community  where  he  had  been  an 
influential  and  foremost  figure  for  so  many  years. 

John  Bird  was  married  in  Armstrong  County, 
Pennsylvania,  May  25,  1880,  to  Isabella  William¬ 
son,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Cordelia  (Wheeler) 
Williamson,  residents  of  that  place.  John  and  Isa¬ 
bella  (Williamson)  Bird  were  the  parents  of  two 
children,  as  follows :  1.  Jay  W.  Bird,  of  Brad¬ 
ford,  who  married  Miss  Anna  Hanley,  and  they 
have  five  children.  2.  Cora  M.  Bird,  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Ball,  who  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and 
retail  grain  and  feed  business  at  Bradford.  They 
have  three  children:  Isabella,  Elizabeth  Jane,  and 
Martha  Ball,  and  reside  at  No.  38  School  Street, 
Bt  adford,  Pennsylvania. 


BELLE  (NOWLEN)  EMERY— The  wide 
range  of  a  woman’s  activities  are  shown  in  the  ca¬ 
reer  of  Mrs.  Belle  (Nowlen)  Emery,  of  Mercer, 
Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Emery  was  bom  in  Mentor, 
Ohio,  December  24,  1870.  Her  father  was  the 
Rev.  Edward  M.  Nowlen,  and  her  mother  Amelia 
French  (Moran)  Nowlen.  She  began  her  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  common  schools,  but  attended  Mount 
Union  College,  and  the  Western  Reserve  Sem¬ 
inary,  where  she  took  a  literary  and  also  a  busi¬ 
ness  course.  She  began  business  life  as  a  school 
teacher,  was  librarian,  and  then  became  clerk  in 
the  recorder’s  office.  In  1923  she  was  elected  clerk 
of  court,  including  the  Orphans’  Court,  register  of 
wills,  the  Quarter  Sessions,  and  Oyer  and  Ter¬ 
miner.  She  is  a  charter  member  of  Mercer  Chap¬ 
ter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star;  charter  member 
and  first  Noble  Grand  of  Betsy  Ross  (Rebekah) 
Lodge  (Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows) ;  a 
member  of  the  Mercer  Republican  Club;  the  Mer¬ 
cer  Chamber  of  Commerce;  the  Children’s  Aid 
Society;  the  Women’s  Foreign  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety;  the  Women’s  Home  Missionary  Society; 
teacher  of  the  Emery  Bible  Class;  member  of  the 
Ladies'  Aid  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  of  the  Women’s  Christian  Temperance 
Union;  the  Sunshine  Society;  and  the  American 
Red  Cross.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Mercer. 

The  marriage  of  James  Delos  Emery,  son  of 
Joseph  and  Nancy  (Smith)  Emery,  and  Belle 
Nowlen  took  place  August  17,  1892,  in  Transfer, 
Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Emery  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Evelyn,  who  married  Paul  Winter,  of  Greenville, 
Pennsylvania;  Bess,  who  married  Edgar  Kauff¬ 
man,  of  Akron,  Ohio;  Esther,  who  married  Ed¬ 
ward  Franklin  Heckman,  of  Akron,  Ohio;  Kath¬ 
leen  Frances;  James  Joseph;  Edward  Nowlen; 
and  Ruth  Marian.  Mrs.  Emery’s  office  address  is 
the  Court  House,  Mercer,  Pennsylvania. 


MYRON  W.  JONES — The  recorder  of  Mer¬ 
cer  County,  Pennsylvania,  Myron  W.  Jones,  was 
born  at  Niles,  Ohio,  October  11,  1894.  His  father 
was  Lewis  David  Jones,  a  steel  worker,  and  his 
mother  Elizabeth  Ann  (Williams)  Jones,  both 
since  dead.  Their  son  attended  the  Sharon  High 
School,  being  graduated  in  1912;  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  College,  being  graduated  in  1916;  and 
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the  University  of  Pittsburgh  Law  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1924.  He  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  an  electrical  engineer  in  1916  and  1917. 
In  1917  he  joined  the  army  in  Company  D,  112th 
Engineers.  He  was  wounded  in  action  in  October, 
1918,  and  was  in  the  hospital  for  two  years.  From 
1921  to  1924  he  attended  law  school;  and  in  1924 
he  became  recorder  of  Mercer  County,  having 
been  elected  for  the  term  of  four  years  ending  De¬ 
cember  31,  1928.  Recorder  Jones  is  a  member  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose;  the  American  Legion;  the  Delta  Theta 
Phi,  the  Theta  Nu  Epsilon  fraternities,  and  the 
Central  Christian  Church  of  Sharon.  He  is  un¬ 
married.  His  office  address  is  Court  House,  Mer¬ 
cer,  Pennsylvania. 


JAMES  VILLARD  FRAMPTON— Descend, 
ant  of  one  of  Pennsylvania’s  oldest  families,  James 
Villard  Frampton  was  born  at  Strattonville, 
Clarion  County,  on  July  24,  1883,  son  of  Byron 
Hayes  and  Nellie  (Mohney)  Frampton.  From 
the  days  of  its  earliest  history  the  name  of  Framp¬ 
ton  is  found  in  authentic  Pennsylvania  records, 
the  most  conspicuous  figure  of  the  American 
branch  from  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
descended  being  William  Frampton,  a  Quaker, 
friend  of  William  Penn,  who  had  much  to  do  with 
the  founding  of  the  great  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
as  a  very  active  member  of  the  Provincial  Council 
of  its  great  founder,  William  Penn,  and  as  regis¬ 
trar  general  of  the  province  in  the  year  1686.  A 
monograph  on  “The  Frampton  Family”  has  been 
written  by  John  S.  Wrightnour,  D.  D.,  which  is 
of  much  interest  to  those  who  care  to  know  some¬ 
thing  of  the  men  who  laid  the  foundations  of  this 
great  Commonwealth,  their  life  and  character. 
According  to  this  authority,  this  family  is  of 
Anglo-Saxon  origin,  and  the  probabilities  are  that 
Dorsetshire,  England,  was  the  principal  seat  of  the 
family. 

James  Villard  Frampton’s  father,  Byron  Hayes 
Frampton,  was  a  coal  operator  of  Clarion,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  also  the  postmaster  during  the  sec¬ 
ond  Presidential  term  of  Grover  Cleveland.  Mr. 
Frampton  was  educated  in  the  grammar  schools 
and  at  Keller’s  Classical  School  at  Clarion,  taking 
his  college  degree,  Bachelor  of  Philosophy,  at 
Bucknell  University,  Lewisburg.  Studying  for  the 
law  and  being  admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  bar, 


he  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Clarion,  from 
whence  he  removed  to  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania,  to 
become  associated  as  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Speer,  Frampton  &  Courtney,  where,  under  the 
name  of  Frampton  &  Courtney  an  active  practice 
of  the  law  is  being  pursued. 

Mr.  Frampton’s  college  fraternity  is  Sigma  Chi, 
and  his  clubs  are  the  Venango,  the  Oil  City  Boat, 
Wanango  Country,  and  the  Lions,  all  of  Oil  City. 

On  October  19,  1910,  James  Villard  Frampton 
married  Lavinia  Bess  Magee,  daughter  of  John  A. 
and  Annie  (Sloan)  Magee.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Framp¬ 
ton  have  one  son,  William  Frampton  (3),  who  was 
born  on  February  1,  1917.  The  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


WILSON  J.  FARNSWORTH,  general  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  production  department  of  the 
Crew-Levick  Oil  Company,  is  one  of  the  repre¬ 
sentative  men  of  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Farnsworth  is  well  and  widely  known 
throughout  the  oil  industry,  and  in  his  special 
field  of  endeavor  he  is  recognized  as  an  authority 
and  an  expert.  He  is  a  man  of  proved  ability, 
and  is  eminently  well  fitted  to  discharge  the  many 
duties  of  the  high  executive  position  he  now  holds. 
Mr.  Farnsworth  is  of  ancient  English  ancestry, 
and  a  representative  of  the  fourth  American  gen¬ 
eration  of  the  Farnsworth  family  of  England. 
His  great-grandfather,  John  Farnsworth,  was  the 
progenitor  of  the  family  in  the  United  States. 

John  Farnsworth,  the  first  of  this  particular 
branch  of  the  family  to  settle  in  the  United  States, 
was  a  native  of  England,  and  upon  his  advent  in 
this  country  he  settled  near  Rochester,  New  York 
State,  where  he  died.  Among  his  children  was 
Thomas  Farnsworth,  of  whom  forward. 

Thomas  Farnsworth,  son  of  John  Farnsworth, 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood  and  married,  shortly  after  which  he 
came  by  ox  team  to  what  is  now  Cherry  Grove 
Township,  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
among  the  earliest  pioneer  of  this  section  of  the 
State,  and  Farnsworth  Stream  in  Cherry  Grove, 
is  named  after  the  family,  commemorating  his 
pioneer  spirit  and  hardihood  in  settling  in  what 
was  then  a  wilderness.  Among  the  children  of 
Thomas  Farnsworth  was  Thomas,  Jr.,  of  whom 
forward. 

Thomas  Farnsworth,  Jr.,  son  of  Thomas  Farns¬ 
worth,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  and  while 
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still  very  young  was  brought  by  his  parents  by 
ox  team  to  Cherry  Grove  Township,  Warren 
County.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married, 
after  which  he  moved  to  Saybrook,  Warren 
County,  and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  having  followed  the  vocation  of  lum¬ 
bering  throughout  his  long  and  useful  life.  His 
wife  was  Melvina  Corwin,  whose  death  occurred 
during  her  seventy-second  year.  Thomas,  Jr.,  and 
Melvina  (Corwin)  Farnsworth  were  the  parents 
of  twelve  children,  one  of  whom  was  Wilson  J., 
of  whom  this  genealogical  and  biographical  review. 

Wilson  J.  Farnsworth  was  born  in  Cherry  Grove 
Township,  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  Au¬ 
gust  19,  i860.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  township,  and  when  twenty-one  years 
of  age  entered  Clark’s  Business  College,  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  scho¬ 
lastic  work  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  at  Erie,  and  was  there  employed  for  three 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  went  to  the 
oil  regions  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  where  for 
some  time  he  acted  as  tool  dresser,  driller  and  con¬ 
tractor.  Subsequently  he  worked  his  way  up  until 
he  became  superintendent  of  the  Muir  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  and  was  constantly  identified  with  that  com¬ 
pany,  in  the  capacity  of  superintendent  for  a  period 
of  twenty-five  years,  until  the  company  sold  out 
its  interests.  In  the  year  1917  Mr.  Farnsworth 
was  offered  and  accepted  the  position  of  general 
superintendent  of  the  production  department  of 
the  well-known  Crew-Levick  Oil  Company,  and 
was  given  complete  charge  and  supervision  over 
the  entire  oil  production  in  the  company’s  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Ohio  fields.  In  this  position  Mr. 
Farnsworth  still  remains  at  the  present  time 
(1926),  and  continues  to  discharge  the  duties  de¬ 
volving  upon  him  with  his  customary  ability  and 
efficiency.  •> 

Politically,  Mr.  Farnsworth  is  a  strong  believer 
in  the  principles  of  Republicanism,  and  has  served 
his  chosen  party  well  as  jury  commissioner  of 
Warren  County  for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  as 
auditor  of  Warren  County  for  thirteen  years,  as 
road  supervisor  of  Mead  Township  for  twelve 
years,  and  as  councilman  of  the  borough  of  Clar¬ 
endon  for  a  period  of  twelve  years. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Farnsworth  has  been  very  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  ancient  Masonic  fraternity,  and  that 
he  has  ever  been  “in  search  of  further  light”  is 
proved  by  the  following  affiliations :  He  is  a  mem¬ 


ber  of  North  Star  Lodge,  No.  241,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania;  Occi¬ 
dental  Chapter,  No.  235,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Warren  Commandery,  No.  63,  Knights  Templar; 
Zem  Zem  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  Coudersport  Consistory, 
thirty-second  degree;  and  a  Past  Grand  Master 
of  Warren  Lodge,  No.  339,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Rod 
and  Gun  Club,  of  Sheffield,  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
Farnsworth  is  especially  fond  of  fishing  and  hunt¬ 
ing,  and  when  business  duties  permit,  the  early 
days  of  spring  find  him  whipping  his  favorite 
streams  for  the  elusive  trout,  and  the  hazy  days 
of  fall  bring  him  and  his  rifle  out  into  the  woods. 
Mr.  Farnsworth  is  a  well-known  man,  and  counts 
his  friends  by  the  score.  His  residence  is  on 
Anchor  Street,  Clarendon,  while  his  business 
offices  are  located  at  East  Warren,  Pennsylvania. 

Wilson  J.  Farnsworth  was  married,  in  Tiona, 
Pennsylvania,  on  June  5,  1889,  to  Matilda  Mc¬ 
Nulty,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Mary  McNulty, 
residents  of  Tiona,  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Wilson  J.  and  Matilda  (McNulty)  Farnsworth 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children :  1.  Ray¬ 
mond  E.,  born  in  1890,  now  an  assistant  superin¬ 
tendent  to  his  father  in  the  Clarendon  oil  fields, 
residing  at  No.  1508  West  Pennsylvania  Avenue, 
Warren,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Mary  M.,  born  in  1891, 
now  the  wife  of  James  Gallagher,  residing  at 
Clarendon,  Pennsylvania.  3.  Harold,  born  in  1893, 
lives  in  Sheffield,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  local  glass  bottle  works.  4.  Fran¬ 
ces,  born  in  1895,  who  became  the  wife  of  J.  V. 
Blair,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Warren  Drug 
Company,  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania. 


HARRY  ORCHARD — A  substantial  and  suc¬ 
cessful  business  man  in  Sharon,  Pennsylvania, 
Harry  Orchard,  a  leather  dealer,  was  born  in  Som¬ 
ersetshire,  England,  April  24,  1846,  the  son  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  (Howe)  Orchard,  who  passed 
their  lives  in  England.  His  father  was  a  thor¬ 
ough  English  farmer  and  stockman,  and  raised 
many  fast  horses.  Harry  Orchard  received  a  com¬ 
mon  and  high  school  education  in  England,  and 
then  decided  to  learn  the  trade  of  harness  maker, 
which  he  began  in  England  and  finished  in  New 
York,  having  gone  to  that  city  in  1868,  a  year 
after  his  arrival  in  the  United  States.  He  went 
to  Sharon,  where  he  established  himself  in  business 
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in  1874,  three  years  after  his  arrival.  His  busi¬ 
ness,  founded  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  has  few 
contemporaries  of  greater  age,  and  there  are  no 
men  in  business  in  Sharon  who  were  there  when 
Mr.  Orchard  opened  his  store.  He  first  obtained 
an  interest  in  the  established  store  of  C.  E.  Tribby, 
and  in  1875  became  sole  proprietor.  His  first  year 
in  America  was  spent  in  Hamilton,  Canada,  then 
he  went  to  New  York  City,  and  after  leaving  New 
York  City  he  was  for  a  time  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
before  he  chose  the  little  Pennsylvania  city  as  a 
permanent  home.  Mr.  Orchard  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  elected  burgess  of 
Sharon  in  1887  and  served  as  such  for  three  terms, 
1887,  1889,  and  1892.  He  was  always  active  in 
the  development  of  the  place,  and  especially  so 
after  it  became  a  city.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
McDowell  National  Bank,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  Mercer  County  Coal  Commissioners  in  the 
World  War.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Country 
Club,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Ashlar 
(Masonic)  Club.  In  religion  he  is  an  Episcopalian. 
Mr.  Orchard  was  made  a  Mason  on  November  4, 
1872,  and  a  Master  Mason  by  service  in  1880.  He 
joined  Norman  Chapter,  No.  244,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons,  in  June,  1873,  and  was  made  Most  Excellent 
High  Priest  by  service  in  1879.  He  is  a  member 
of  Rebecca  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  having 
joined  in  1873,  and  was  Eminent  Commander  in 
1882.  He  was  made  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason 
in  Pittsburgh  Consistory  in  November,  1887.  He 
was  Division  Commander  of  Division  No.  5, 
Knights  Templar,  from  1883  to  1889;  Senior  Mas¬ 
ter  of  Ceremonies,  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  1887 ;  and  was  Sword  Bearer  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  1895  and  1896,  thus  showing  that  he  ad¬ 
vanced  rapidly  in  the  mysteries  and  work  of  this 
important  order.  He  is  also  a  past  officer  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  while  his 
church  connections  are  of  the  Episcopal  faith,  as 
are  those  of  his  family. 

Mr.  Orchard  was  married,  in  Plymouth,  Eng¬ 
land,  to  Mary  Jane  Bailey,  daughter  of  John  and 
Jane  Bailey.  They  are  the  parents  of  Maud  Or¬ 
chard,  who  is  Mrs.  David  T.  Porter,  and  of  Nellie 
Orchard.  Mr.  Orchard  lives  at  No.  122  South 
Water  Avenue,  and  does  business  at  No.  35  West 
State  Street,  Sharon,  Pennsylvania. 


SMITH  A.  MAYERS— The  able  administra¬ 
tion  of  Federal  affairs  in  Grove  City,  Mercer 
Pa.— 4-28 


County,  has  been  in  the  hands  of  Postmaster  Smith 
A.  Mayers  since  October  1,  1923.  Postmaster 
Mayers,  who  has  been  associated  with  big  business 
in  Mercer  County  for  more  than  a  half  century,  is 
one  of  the  county’s  most  noted  citizens,  and  he  is 
a  leading  citizen  of  Grove  City.  He  served  as 
vice-president  of  the  McKay  Carriage  Company, 
and  vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Grove  City  Body  and  Manufacturing  Company. 

Smith  A.  Mayers  was)  born  in  Shenango  Town¬ 
ship,  Mercer  County,  November  2,  1862,  the  son 
of  Benjamin  Mayers,  a  farmer,  and  Nancy  L. 
(Randall)  Mayers.  He  received  his  schooling  in 
the  public  schools  of  West  Middlesex,  and  soon 
after  leaving  school  affiliated  himself  with  the  Mc¬ 
Kay  Carriage  Company,  in  which  he  soon  attained 
the  office  of  vice-president.  Later,  he  became  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  Grove  City 
Body  and  Manufacturing  Company.  On  October 
1,  1923,  Mr.  Mayers  was  appointed  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  as  postmaster  of  Grove  City.  Mr.  Mayers  is 
a  prominent  Republican  of  Grove  City  and  Mercer 
County.  He  is  a  member  of  Grove  City  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows ;  the  Protected  Home  Circle,  of 
Grove  City;  and  the  Grove  City  Commercial  Club. 
He  attends  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
borough  where  he  and  his  family  reside  at  No. 
156  Second  Street. 

Mr.  Mayers  married,  in  Sharon,  May  16,  1884, 
Anna  L.  Davis,  daughter  of  Clark  and  Elizabeth 
(Brigett)  Davis.  There  are  two  daughters  of  this 
union:  Grace  and  Marie. 


ISAAC  JAMES  KELLOGG,  one  of  the  en¬ 
terprising  business  men  of  Oil  City  for  the  past 
forty  years  and  more,  was  born  July  17,  1861,  at 
Shamburg,  Pennsylvania,  which  was  then  an  oil 
town  of  note.  When  three  years  of  age  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Oil  City  with  his  parents,  the  late  Lo¬ 
renzo  Dow  Kellogg  and  his  first  wife,  Mary  Cole 
(Wakelee)  Kellogg,  born  January,  1836,  died  in 
1876,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  high  school, 
after  which  he  took  a  course  in  Power’s  Business 
College.  Being  thus  qualified  for  a  business  ca¬ 
reer,  he  became  associated  with  his  father,  who  was 
conducting  a  store,  in  which  he  handled  paints  and 
similar  merchandise.  In  addition  to  the  mercantile 
business,  Mr.  Kellogg  became  a  skilled  painter  of 
signs,  in  which  he  has  been  most  successful.  Upon 
the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  January 
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31,  1900,  Mr.  Kellogg  assumed  full  control  of  the 
business,  which  he  has  continued  ever  since,  but 
for  the  past  few  years  as  I.  J.  Kellogg  &  Son. 
Thus  for  three  score  years  and  more,  and  repre¬ 
senting  three  generations,  the  Kellogg  family  has, 
with  credit  and  honor  to  itself  conducted  a  wall 
paper  and  paint  store,  which  has  been  also  a  credit 
to  Oil  City. 

The  Kellogg  family  has  had  an  honorable  lineage 
since  its  establishment  at  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  in 
1688,  by  Daniel  Kellogg,  who,  before  his  coming 
to  America,  had  been  a  citizen  of  respect 
of  Debden,  England,  and  after  his  arrival 
was  a  prominent  selectman,  a  representative, 
and  large  landed  proprietor,  and  was  also 
noted  for  his  large  stature,  being  seven  feet 
tall  and  of  proportionate  build.  Nathan  Kel¬ 
logg,  a  grandson,  born  in  1752,  was  the  first 
of  the  family  to  leave  Connecticut.  Having  lost 
all  of  his  property  in  the  State  he  moved  to  Troy, 
New  York,  in  the  hope  of  restoring  his  fortunes, 
and  during  the  Revolutionary  War  he  served  as  a 
member  of  Captain  Bradley’s  Battalion  of  New 
York  Militia,  being  in  the  army  throughout  the 
struggle. 

Isaac  Kellogg,  son  of  Nathan  Kellogg,  was  born 
January  12,  1780,  in  Ridgefield,  Connecticut,  and 
died  March  29,  1867,  at  Vineland,  New  Jersey, 
where  he  is  buried.  His  wife,  Eunice  St.  John, 
born  December  11,  1787,  died  April  17,  1869,  in 
Rochester,  New  York,  and  is  buried  there.  To 
them  were  born  twelve  children,  of  whom  Lorenzo 
Dow  Kellogg,  born  in  Troy,  New  York,  Septem¬ 
ber  28,  1823,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  brought  up  in  the  Presbyterian  faith, 
to  which  his  parents  were  adherents,  was  the  father 
of  Isaac  James  Kellogg,  the  subject  of  this 
biography. 

Lorenzo  Dow  Kellogg,  when  seventeen  years  of 
age,  accompanied  his  brother  George  to  near  Neil- 
town,  then  in  Venango  County,  and  for  a  time 
engaged  in  school  teaching,  later  learning  the  car¬ 
riage  painter’s  trade.  In  1859  he  located  in  Oil 
City  and  opened  a  store  on  Main  Street,  in  which 
he  handled  paints,  etc.,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  years’  residence  at  Shamburg,  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life  in  the  same  business.  After 
having  been  burned  out,  he  eventually  built  the 
Kellogg  Block,  where  he  conducted  a  large  busi¬ 
ness,  which  has  been  continued  by  his  son.  He  also 
carried  on  a  coal  yard  for  a  number  of  years,  re¬ 


tiring  shortly  before  his  death.  Mr.  Kellogg  was 
an  ardent  advocate  of  the  principles  of  temper¬ 
ance  ;  a  member  of  the  Royal  Templars  of  Tem¬ 
perance;  and  of  the  Prohibition  party;  and  an  ac¬ 
tive  worker  in  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  many  years. 

Isaac  James  Kellogg,  son  of  Lorenzo  Dow  Kel¬ 
logg,  married  Mary  Girvin  Maple,  October  14, 
1878,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Albert  Gallatin  Maple, 
of  Revolutionary  ancestry  which  settled  at  Brush 
Creek,  Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  who  is  a  highly 
respected  man  and  an  elder  in  the  United/  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  of  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kellogg 
are  still  members.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Kellogg 
was  Susanna  (Stevenson)  Maple,  who  was  a 
member  of  a  distinguished  Scotch  family,  whose 
deeds  have  shed  honor  upon  the  family  name.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kellogg  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
a  son  and  a  daughter:  Harry  Lorenzo,  born  in 
1880;  married  Hannah  Jane  Barnhart,  of  Oil  City, 
Pennsylvania,  and  is  in  partnership  with  his  father ; 
and  Grace  Alberta,  born  in  1887,  wife  of  William 
Edward  Wuster,  an  accountant  of  the  Allied  Bar¬ 
rel  Company,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Mary  Louise,  born  June  10,  1913,  and 
Jean,  bom  May  26,  1915.  Mrs.  Wuster  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Belles  Lettres  Club.  They  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


ALBERT  GOBEL  DOLBY — No  name  is 
better  known  or  more  universally  respected  in 
Oil  City  by  both  young  and  old  than  that  of  Albert 
Gobel  Dolby,  who  has  been  the  city’s  fire  chief 
since  1905.  A  thoroughly  self-made  man,  he  has 
long  established  a  reputation  of  honest  endeaver 
and  fidelity  to  duty,  with  personal  interests  that 
have  been  of  the  worthiest  character,  and  which 
have  established  him  firmly  in  the  good  opinion 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was  born  near  Ship- 
pensville,  January  12,  1871,  where  he  received  his 
education  in  the  public  school.  Being  one  of  a 
large  family,  at  an  early  age  he  began  to  work  for 
his  board  and  clothes  with  a  farmer,  and  even  here 
his  true  worth  was  clearly  shown,  as  he  proved  to 
be  a  valuable  employee.  When  he  was  of  suffi¬ 
ciently  mature  age  he  worked  in  the  woods  during 
the  winter  and  on  a  farm  in  the  summer,  never  idle, 
but  ever  with  the  assurance  that  “there  is  only  one 
element  in  luck,  and  that  is  genuine,  solid,  old 
Teutonic  pluck.” 

In  1889,  when  only  eighteen,  he  was  attracted 
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to  Oil  City,  where  for  some  years  he  worked  at 
various  occupations.  Five  years  he  was  a  moulder, 
and  for  some  time  he  was  employed  in  a  black¬ 
smith  shop  with  his  brothers,  who  had  learned  the 
art  from  their  father,  the  late  Abraham  Dolby, 
who  had  conducted  a  shop  at  Shippensville.  In 
addition  to  this  work  he  became  a  member  of  the 
city’s  fire  department,  first  as  an  apprentice  minute- 
man  at  No.  2  Hose  House,  in  1890.  Four  years 
later,  in  July,  he  was  promoted  to  driver  at  No.  2, 
which  position  he  occupied  until  April,  1905,  when 
he  was  made  chief.  But  the  work  was  not  con¬ 
sidered  sufficiently  large  enough  then  to  take  the 
entire  time,  likewise  the  salary  was  not  complete, 
and  the  chief,  as  well  as  other  employes,  was 
obliged  to  do  other  work  until  in  more  recent  years. 
Since  his  appointment  as  chief,  the  department  has 
grown  until  it  has  a  paid  corps  of  twenty-two 
workers,  four  hose  houses,  well  equipped  with  all 
modern  means  of  fighting  fire,  two  on  each  side  of 
the  river.  In  connection  with  this  the  city  has 
thirty-five  alarm  boxes  of  the  Gamewell  system. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  Chief  Dolby  is  one 
of  the  most  popular  men  of  the  city.  His  cor¬ 
diality  in  service  is  genuine;  his  tact  is  admirable, 
unbiased  in  every  point  of  issue;  and  his  fidelity 
to  duty  cannot  be  surpassed.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason,  affiliating  with  Pe- 
trolia  Lodge,  No.  363,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
and  Oil  City  Chapter,  No.  236,  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sons  ;  also  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks;  and  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Firemen’s  Association;  the 
International  Association  of  Fire  Engineers ;  and 
of  the  Oil  City  Relief  Association,  of  which  he 
is  president.  Although  a  Republican  in  politics, 
he  has  ever  held  the  policy  of  voting  for  the  best 
man,  regardless  of  party  lines. 

Mr.  Dolby  was  married  to  Sarah  Elizabeth  Tarr, 
of  Marionville,  Armstrong  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dolby  have  two  sons:  1.  Herbert  Cornelius.  2. 
Albert  William,  a  student  in  the  Oil  City  High 
School.  The  entire  family  are  members  of  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church.  Fire  Chief  Dolby 
has  the  distinction  of  belonging  to  the  Grant  Clan, 
his  mother,  who  was  Sarah  (Grant)  Dolby,  hav¬ 
ing  been  a  near  kinswoman  of  General  Ulysses  S. 
Grant,  many  of  whose  splendid  characteristics  the 
chief  possesses. 


GEORGE  ARTHUR  SHIELDS,  one  of  the 

respected  citizens  of  Oil  City,  was  born  in  Titus¬ 
ville,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  and 
high  schools  of  the  city.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
Spanish-American  War  he  enlisted  in  the  16th 
Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Militia,  serving  through¬ 
out  the  war  and  sharing  with  it  its  hardships  and 
trials. 

Mr.  Shields  began  his  business  career  as  a  gro¬ 
cer  at  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  after  which  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  Through 
ability  and  faithfulness  to  duty  he  was  promoted 
to  transportation  clerk  and  given  a  fine  position  at 
Oil  City,  which  he  held  for  a  number  of  years. 
Although  retiring  in  disposition,  he  is  known 
socially  as  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

On  June  17,  1901,  Mr.  Shields  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Katharine  Axford,  of  Corry,  by  Rev. 
Father  Schrader.  Mrs.  Shields,  who  is  a  woman 
of  education  and  refinement,  is  a  daughter  of  the 
late  John  Wesley  and  his  wife,  Anna  Agnes 
(McCabe)  Axford,  who,  through  her  father,  John 
McCabe  and  his  wife,  Katharine  (Crowley)  Mc¬ 
Cabe  traces  her  lineage  to  the  ancient  kings  of 
Ireland.  Through  her  paternal  families  Mrs. 
Shields  has  also  a  distinguished  lineage,  belonging 
by  birth  and  marriage  to  a  number  of  the  eminent 
families  of  America. 

The  progenitor  of  the  Axford  line  in  America 
was  Captain  John  Axford,  who  married  Ann 
Beach,  and  located  in  New  Jersey  at  an  early  day. 
Their  son,  Captain  John  Axford,  married  Abigail 
Hunt,  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
lived  at  Trenton;  while  their  son,  Captain  John 
Axford,  also  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  as 
well  as  the  War  of  1812,  and  married  Eleanor  Pol- 
hemus,  daughter  of  Major  John  Polhemus,  who 
had  a  most  distinguished  record  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  conflict.  Major  Polhemus,  who  was  a 
personal  friend  of  Lafayette  and  the  great  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  himself,  served  in  the  expedition 
to  Canada,  in  every  battle  around  New  York, 
across  New  Jersey,  and  around  Philadelphia,  which 
included  the  terrible  sufferings  at  Valley  Forge, 
and  also  a  two  years’  imprisonment  in  Provost  Gaol 
and  Sugar  House  Prison,  New  York  City.  Later, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Society  of  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  of  New  Jersey.  His  wife  was  Susannah 
Hart,  a  daughter  of  John  Hart,  signer  of  the  Dec¬ 
laration  of  Independence,  and  a  member  of  the 
Colonial  Legislature,  and  his  wife,  Deborah  Scud- 
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der.  John  Hart,  the  signer,  was  a  son  of  Edward 
Hart,  “a  gentleman  of  considerable  importance  in 
his  day,  who,  during  the  French  and  Indian  War, 
raised  a  company  in  Hunterdon  County  called  the 
‘Jersey  Blues,’  and,  at  their  head,  marched  to  Que¬ 
bec,  where  he  fought  under  Wolfe  on  the  Heights 
of  Abraham.”  Through  these  and  more  ancient 
lines,  Mrs.  Shields  has  based  her  claims  to  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  the  Society  of  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration, 
the  Colonial  Dames,  as  well  as  the  Sons  and 
Daughters  of  the  Pilgrims. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Shields  have  one  daughter,  Dor¬ 
othy  Axford,  born  September  25,  1908,  who  is 
receiving  fine  educational  advantages.  Another 
daughter,  Eleanor  Irene,  born  July  22,  1906,  died 
in  1907.  The  family  are  members,  of  the  St.  Ste¬ 
phen’s  Roman  Catholic  Church. 


CHARLES  F.  BOLLER — As  an  exponent  of 
the  everyday  history  and  progress  by  way  of  the 
publication  of  the  news  of  Port  Allegany  through 
the  Port  Allegany  “Reporter-Argus,”  Mr.  Boiler, 
by  his  enterprise  as  a  news  getter,  has  estab¬ 
lished  himself  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  editors 
and  publishers  in  this  section,  where  his  newspaper 
has  a  large  and  increasing  circulation.  The  stand¬ 
ard  that  he  has  set  for  the  policy  of  the  “Re¬ 
porter-Argus”  has  brought  Mr.  Boiler  his  well- 
earned  place  and  popularity  in  a  community  where¬ 
in  he  holds  office  of  trust  and  responsibility,  and 
has  proved  his  capability  of  sharing  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  borough  affairs.  He  is  the  son  of  Rev. 
Charles  F.  Boiler,  an  Evangelical  clergyman,  now 
retired  at  Port  Allegany. 

Charles  F.  Boiler  was  born  September  22,  1883, 
at  Grand  Island,  New  York,  and  attended  the  Cen¬ 
tral  High  School  at  Buffalo,  New  York.  He  ma¬ 
triculated  at  Northwestern  College,  Naperville,  Illi¬ 
nois,  where  he  graduated  with  the  class  of  1905. 
During  the  following  year  he  taught  school  in  Wis¬ 
consin;  and  in  1906  he  came  to  Port  Allegany, 
where  he  bought  out  the  “Argus.”  In  1918  he 
purchased  the  “Reporter,”  and  combining  both 
newspapers  began  publishing  them  in  September 
of  that  year  under  the  name  “Reporter-Argus,” 
and  with  a  weekly  edition,  the  publication  enjoys 
a  large  circulation.  Mr.  Boiler  also  maintains  a 
successful  modern  job-printing  plant  in  connection 
with  his  newspaper  that  caters  to  a  large  com¬ 


munity  in  general  advertising  and  society  require¬ 
ments. 

Mr.  Boiler  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  con¬ 
victions,  holding  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  Mc¬ 
Kean  County  Republican  Committee.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Borough  Council;  and  has  served 
as  auditor  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health. 
His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

Charles  F.  Boiler  married  Margaret  Robinson, 
who  is  now  deceased;  they  were  the  parents  of 
Doris  Jane  Boiler. 


GEORGE  A.  BODINE — During  the  early 
days  of  the  excitement  which  followed  the  discov¬ 
ery  of  oil  in  that  part  of  the  State,  George  A. 
Bodine  moved  from  Michigan  and  settled  in  Brad¬ 
ford,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hard¬ 
ware  business.  Due  to  his  energy  and  business 
sagacity,  trade  came  his  way,  and  from  the  time 
his  store  was  opened  the  number  of  his  customers 
was  on  the  constant  increase,  until  in  a  few  years 
it  had  come  to  be  the  leading  center  of  distribu¬ 
tion  of  hardware  peculiar  to  that  industry  in  that 
part  of  the  State. 

George  A.  Bodine  was  born  near  Battle  Creek, 
Michigan,  on  December  24,  1849.  He  made  his 
home  in  Bradford  from  March  17,  1876,  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  November  18,  1924. 
When  the  business  which  he  had  founded  began 
to  take  on  such  extensive  proportions,  Mr.  Bodine 
established  the  firm  of  Bodine  &  Walker,  which 
continued  for  eleven  years.  Then  Mr.  Bodine 
again  became  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  Bodine 
Hardware  Store,  and  carried  it  on  until  1919, 
when  he  began  to  withdraw  from  active  participa¬ 
tion  in  its  affairs.  At  this  time  the  George  A. 
Bodine  Company  was  formed  and  incorporated  in 
1907,  the  officers  of  the  new  firm  being  men  who 
had  been  associated  with  Mr.  Bodine  for  years, 
and  who  were,  therefore,  well  qualified  to  assume 
the  direction  of  its  further  activities  and  to  hold  it 
to  the  high  standard  of  efficiency  set  by  its  founder, 
whose  name  remains  with  it.  After  withdrawing 
from  active  business  cares  Mr.  Bodine,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  Bodine,  spent  much  of  his  time  in 
the  South,  especially  in  Florida.  He  was  an  ex¬ 
pert  marksman  and  an  enthusiastic  fisherman.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  and  the  last  surviving 
charter  member  of  the  Bradford  Gun  Club.  He 
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was  also  a  member  of  the  Bradford  Club  and  the 
Bradford  Lodge,  Benevolent  and1  Protective  Order 
of  Elks. 

Mr.  Bodine  was  actively  interested  in  civic  af¬ 
fairs,  and  could  always  be  relied  upon  to  lend  his 
assistance  to  any  project  which  had  for  its  pur¬ 
pose  the  betterment  of  his  town.  He  was  a  man 
of  kindly  disposition,  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
others,  and  his  sterling  character  made  him  one 
of  the  most  highly  respected,  as  well  as  beloved, 
citizens  of  Bradford.  He  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Bodine,  and  a  sister,  Mrs. 
A.  E.  McMullin,  of  Atkinson,  Illinois. 


CALEB  DEWOODY  SUTTON— The  real 
estate  interests  of  Franklin  and  its  neighborhood 
have  in  Mr.  Sutton  a  thoroughgoing  representa¬ 
tive  of  their  increasing  activities  and  present-day 
requirements,  his  broad  experience  as  a  former 
nurseryman  in  this  section  of  the  State  proving 
of  very  practical  value  to  him  in  his  knowledge  of 
the  extensive  territory  he  serves.  He  is  a  leader 
in  every  practical  movement  in  behalf  of  the  far¬ 
mer,  holds  executive  office  in  their  organizations, 
and  gives  his  influential  support  to  all  matters  ap¬ 
pertaining  to  community  progress  and  betterment. 
He  is  a  son  of  Hiram  Smith  Sutton,  who  was  born 
March  31,  1836,  and  died  August  5,  1907,  son  of 
Reuben  and  Elizabeth  Ann  Sutton,  and  Emily 
(Dewoody)  Sutton,  who  was  born  March  4,  1849, 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Foster)  Dewoody. 

Caleb  Dewoody  Sutton  was  born  March  26, 
1865,  in  Venango  County,  and  he  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  graduating  from  the  Franklin  High 
School.  He  first  engaged  in  the  nursery  business 
with  his  father,  Hiram  S.  Sutton,  who  had  estab¬ 
lished  himself  therein  in  1859,  and  upon  his  father’s 
retirement  he  went  into  partnership  with  his  broth¬ 
er-in-law,  Charles  W.  Roess,  in  the  same  line,  so 
continuing  until  1907.  It  was  in  1907  that  Mr. 
Sutton  opened  his  present  real  estate  headquarters 
in  Franklin,  in  which  business  he  has  won  sub¬ 
stantial  repute  and  prosperity.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Sutton  is  a  pronounced  Prohibitionist. 

During  the  World  War  Mr.  Sutton  officiated  as 
farm  labor  manager.  He  is  president  of  the 
Franklin  Cemetery  Association;  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Farm  Bureau,  and  of  the  Farmers 
and  Fruit  Growers’  Asociation;  president  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association;  and  a  member 
of  the  Kiwanis  Club.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 


the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  is  president  of 
the  Men’s  Bible  Class  in  its  Sunday  school. 

Caleb  Dewoody  Sutton  married,  October  3,  1901, 
Agnes  Moore,  prominent  in  the  work  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  and  engaged  in  scientific  research, 
daughter  of  David  McFadden  Moore,  son  of 
Thomas  and  Addaliza  (McFadden)  Moore,  and 
Christina  (Bakke)  Moore,  daughter  of  Hans  Am- 
bur  and  Martha  Bakke.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sutton  are 
the  parents  of  the  following  children :  Caleb  Moore, 
born  May  29,  1906;  Agnes  Louise,  born  April  30, 
1908;  and  Robert  Custer,  born  March  30,  1910. 


CHARLES  WILLIAM  HENRETTA— The 

name  of  Charles  William  Henretta  is  well  and 
widely  known  throughout  Bradford  and  its  en¬ 
virons,  Pennsylvania,  as  a  successful  oil  producer. 
He  is  a  man  of  proved  ability,  great  efficiency,'  and 
wide  experience  in  the  oil  industry,  where  he  has 
made  many  friends  by  his  engaging,  yet  forceful, 
personality.  He  is  known  as  an  astute  business 
man,  and  one  who  is  awake  to  the  needs  of  his 
native  city.  He  is  active,  both  personally  and 
financially,  in  every  worthy  movement  which  has 
as  its  design  the  advancement  of  progress  in 
Bradford. 

Charles  William  Henretta  was  born  at  Frank¬ 
lin  Center,  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  March 
6,  1882,  a  son  of  Hugh  Henretta,  and  a  grandson 
of  Bernard  Henretta.  The  latter  was  a  native  of 
Ireland,  who  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Sum- 
merhill  Township,  Crawford  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  he  became  well  known  and  highly 
regarded  as  a  successful  farmer,  which  vocation  he 
followed  up  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  during  his  fifty-seventh  year.  His  children, 
all  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  were  as  follows : 
Patrick,  James,  Hugh,  of  whom  forward;  John, 
Margaret,  Mary,  and  Elizabeth  Henretta. 

Hugh  Henretta,  third  of  the  seven  children  of 
the  American  progenitor,  Bernard  Henretta,  of 
Ireland,  was  born  in  Summerhill  Township,  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  May  22,  1845.  He 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  followed  that  line 
of  endeavor  for  many  years.  He  then  became  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming,  which  he  gave  up  some  time  be¬ 
fore  his  death  in  order  to  live  a  retired  life.  He 
died  at  Rew,  McKean  County,  Pennsylvania,  in 
his  seventy-second  year.  He  was  married  on 
November  13,  1866,  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  to 
Matilda  Jane  Sweeney,  who  was  born  on  August 
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12,  1847,  and  is  still  living  at  Rew,  McKean 
County.  Hugh  and  Matilda  Jane  (Sweeney) 
Henretta  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Thomas  Hugh.  2.  Mary  Harriet,  now 
the  wife  of  Robert  A.  Armstrong.  3.  John  Ed¬ 
ward,  died  in  infancy.  4.  Margaret  Elizabeth, 
married  Robert  P.  Conley.  5.  Amelia  Jane,  died 
at  the  age  of  three  months.  6.  James  B.,  died  at 
the  age  of  seven  years.  7.  Edward  V.,  died  at 
the  age  of  five  years.  8.  Charles  William  Hen¬ 
retta,  of  whom  forward.  9.  Francis  L.  10.  Grace 
Esther  married  Malcolm  Miller.  11.  Clarence 
Leo. 

Charles  William  Henretta,  eighth  of  the  eleven 
children  of  Hugh  and  Matilda  Jane  (Sweeney) 
Henretta,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Bradford, 
and  later  those  of  Crawford  County.  On  Septem¬ 
ber  27,  1899,  he  returned  to  Bradford,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Con¬ 
nolly  Oil  Company,  with  whom  he  was  associated 
for  about  five  years.  When  this  company  sold  out 
to  Thomas  H.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Henretta  continued 
in  the  latter’s  employ  for  fifteen  years  longer  as 
superintendent.  During  this  time  he  had  pur¬ 
chased  several  oil  leases,  and  after  leaving  Mr. 
Kennedy’s  employ,  he  turned  his  attention  entirely 
to  producing  oil  on  his  own  account  Mr.  Hen- 
retta’s  leases  are  in  the  Wolf  Run  District  of  the 
famous  Bradford  fields,  and  from  the  very  first, 
when  he  struck  out  for  himself,  he  has  been  in¬ 
creasingly  successful.  Politically,  he  is  a  staunch 
Democrat;  while  his  religious  affiliation  is  given 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  Bradford.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  local  lodges  of  the  Mac¬ 
cabees  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

Charles  William  Henretta  was  married,  at  Brad¬ 
ford,  Pennsylvania,  on  October  18,  1905,  to  Miss 
Lydia  Milhisler,  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Matilda 
(Cypher)  Milhisler,  the  father  having  been  born 
on  June  11,  1849.  Charles  William  and  Lydia 
(Milhisler)  Henretta  are  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  1.  Marion  Elizabeth,  born  in 
1906.  2.  Joseph  William,  born  in  1907.  3.  Adam 
Leo,  born  in  1910.  4.  Frances  Arline,  born  in 
1913.  5.  Margaret  Elaine,  born  in  1917.  6.  Rob¬ 
ert  Paul,  born  in  1920.  7.  James  Richard,  born  in 
1922.  8.  Mary  Catherine  Henretta,  born  in  the 
year  1925.  The  family  home  is  maintained  at  No. 
328  South  Avenue,  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  where 
the  family  is  very  active  in  the  city’s  social  and 
religious  circles. 


THOMAS  L.  EDWARDS,  farmer,  stock 
raiser  and  dealer  of  Blacklick  Township,  Cambria 
County,  is  a  son  of  Lewis  L.  and  Mrs.  Ann  Davis 
(nee  James)  Edwards,  and  was  born  in  the  north¬ 
eastern  part  of  Blacklick  Township,  May  7,  1852. 

Mr.  Edwards  was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  and 
has  always  followed  farming  and  lumbering.  In 
1887  he  purchased  the  old  home  farm  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  fertile  and  well  improved  land,  upon 
which  he  resides.  This  farm  is  well  adapted  to 
grazing,  and  he  makes  a  specialty  of  stock  raising. 
He  also  deals  extensively  in  stock,  shipping  sheep 
to  Philadelphia  and  other  Eastern  markets.  He  is 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  served  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  School  Board  six  years.  Religiously, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Calvinistic  Methodist 
Church,  and  has  served  as  deacon,  trustee,  and 
treasurer  of  the  church. 

On  January  23,  1877,  Mr.  Edwards  and  Miss 
Jane  E.  Williams,  a  daughter  of  Rowland  E.  Wil¬ 
liams,  of  Pine  Township,  Indiana  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  were  married,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
six  children:  Milton,  died  January  n,  1881,  aged 
three  years;  Rowland,  Benton,  Lawrence,  Samuel, 
and  Martha  Pearl. 


GEORGE  T.  GARDNER — Among  the  self- 
made  and  capable  men  of  Cambria  County  may  be 
mentioned  George  T.  Gardner,  a  native  of  the 
Keystone  State,  one  whom  the  Commonwealth  may 
be  proud  to  own.  He  was  born  March  6,  1891,  in 
Somerset  County,  this  State,  and  received  his  first 
formal  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  dis¬ 
trict,  including  a  high  school.  Being  a  youth  of 
intelligence  and  ambition,  he  realized  the  value  of 
thorough  training,  and,  while  employed  by  day, 
pursued  a  course  in  civil  and  mining  engineering  at 
night  school.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1916 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  Stineman  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Company  as  engineer,  and,  simultaneously,  was 
engaged  by  the  Stineman  Coal  and  Coke  Company 
in  the  same  capacity.  In  that  year  he  was  reg¬ 
istered  as  a  civil  engineer  and  surveyor.  In  1920 
he  was  made  superintendent  of  both  the  above- 
named  coal  companies,  and  has  since  continued  in 
charge  of  operations  under  W.  I.  Stineman.  Mr. 
Gardner’s  advancement  has  been  the  direct  result 
of  his  own  enterprise,  industrious  application,  and 
general  upright  character,  and  interest  in  his  fel¬ 
low  beings.  His  liberality  of  sentiment  and  hu¬ 
man  sympathy  is  evidenced  by  his  membership  in 
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the  great  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  has  affili¬ 
ated  with  all  the  bodies  up  to  and  including  the 
thirty-second  degree.  Politically  a  Republican,  he 
feels  much  interest  in  human  progress,  which  he 
believes  is  best  furthered  by  the  principles  of  his 
party,  and,  though  firmly  settled  in  his  convictions, 
does  not  accept  any  partisan  dictation  or  seek 
favor  in  political  preference.  He  honors  his  par¬ 
ents,  George  B.  and  Linnie  (Horner)  Gardner,  by 
pursuing  a  worthy  life,  which  they  are  permitted 
to  observe.  The  father  is  now  retired  from  active 
life. 

George  T.  Gardner  was  married,  October  23, 
1915,  to  Mary  Croyle,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Jane  Gardner,  born  February  8,  1919. 


JOSEPH  MINNICH— Born  in  Germany, 
John  Minnich  came  to  America  with  his  wife  and 
two  children  and  settled  in  Clarion  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  later  moved  to  Franklin,  Venango 
County,  in  this  State,  wherei  he  died,  aged  sixty- 
five  years.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  had 
married  Maria  Steiner,  who  died,  aged  sixty-five 
years.  They  had  five  children:  Josephine,  John, 
Joseph,  of  whom  further ;  Edward,  and  Mary. 

Joseph  Minnich  was  born  in  Clarion  County, 
Pennsylvania,  October  2,  1850.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Franklin  and  learned  the  car¬ 
penter’s  trade.  At  this  he  worked  until  thirty 
years  of  age,  and  in  1877  he  moved  to  McKean 
County,  this  State,  and  located  at  Duke  Center, 
where  oil  was  being  produced.  He  bought  a  lease 
and  entered  the  industry.  As  success  followed,  he 
purchased  other  leases,  and  prosperity  was  the  re¬ 
sult.  His  estate  has  about  one  hundred  producing 
wells.  In  1922  he  moved  to  Bradford,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  he  resides  at  No.  16  East  Corydon 
Street.  He  is  now  living  a  practically  retired  life, 
his  sons  looking  after  his  oil  properties. 

On  June  14,  1881,  Mr.  Minnich  married  Olive 
Gerry,  daughter  of  Phineas  and  Amanda  (Barton) 
Gerry.  She  was  born  at  Chapmansville,  Venango 
County,  and  her  parents  came  to  McKean  County 
in  1879  and  settled  at  Duke  Center.  Her  father  is 
deceased,  but  her  mother  is  still  living  at  the  age 
of  ninety  years,  residing  with  a  daughter  at  Wells- 
ville,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Minnich  have 
the  following  children:  Pearl,  wife  of  Edward 
Grow,  living  at  Parkersburg,  West  Virginia;  Jo¬ 
seph  Rex,  living  in  Texas ;  Jessie,  who  died  March 
28,  1922,  wife  of  James  Hartnett;  Donald,  who 


died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years :  Laurence  and 
Clarence,  twins,  who  are  looking  after  their  father’s 
leases  at  Duke  Center ;  and  Ruth,i  wife  of  Arthur 
Kahle,  living  at  Duke  Center. 


ROBERT  ALEXIS  DRESSER— With  a 
business  career  that  has  touched  various  industries, 
Robert  Alexis  Dresser  was  born  in  Millerstown, 
Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  September  9,  1875. 
He  began  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  entered  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Business  College,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  from 
which  he  was  graduated,  and  attended  later  Rol- 
Iin’s  College,  Winter  Park,  Florida.  His  first 
business  experience  was  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Re¬ 
vere  Rubber  Company  at  Buffalo  and  Chicago. 
He  was  afterwards  superintendent  of  lead  and  zinc 
mines  at  Joplin,  Missouri.  He  was  an  oil  producer 
at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  for  five  years,  and  is 
now  a  manufacturer  of  gas  engines,  air  com¬ 
pressors  and  oil-well  equipment  at  Bradford.  Mr. 
Dresser  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Lodge  No.  334,  Free  and  Accepted/  Masons 
of  Bradford;  a  Knights  Templar,  and  a  member 
of  the  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite, 
at  Coudersport.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lions 
Club,  the  Lafayette  Gun  and  Fish  Club,  and  the 
Country  Club  of  Bradford,  and  was  Boy  Scouts 
Commissioner  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  four 
years.  In  religion  he  is  a  Presbyterian. 

Mr.  Dresser’s  father,  Solomon  Robert  Dresser, 
attracted  by  the  natural  wealth  of  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  came  in  1872  to  engage  in  the  production 
of  oil  and  gas.  Born  and  reared  on  a  Michigan 
farm,  he  was  a  college  man,  and  in  the  business  he 
elected  to  follow  he  won  his  way  to  the  front  rank, 
his  career  being  one  of  honor  and  success.  His 
education  was  gained  by  thrift  and  economy,  and 
as  the  result  of  his  own  initiative.  His  inventive 
genius  was  stimulated  by  the  great  need  for  better 
packings  and  couplings,  and  their  value  was  at 
once  recognized  by  the  erection  of  an  immense 
plant  for  their  manufacture.  Mr.  Dresser  not  only 
added  shops,  storerooms,  and  business  blocks  to 
Bradford,  but  there  he  built  a  palatial  residence 
and  fully  identified  himself  with  the  city  of  his 
adoption.  Pennsylvania,  grateful  for  this  phase  of 
development,  gave  Mr.  Dresser  abundant  wealth 
for  his  business  sagacity  and  enterprise,  and  in  re¬ 
turn  for  his  public  spirit  and  loyalty  gave  him  civic 
honors  and  placed  his  name  among  her  represen- 
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tatives  sent  to  State  and  National  Legislatures. 
In  Congress  he  distinguished  himself  and  reflected 
honor  upon  his  State.  At  the  Fifty-eighth  session 
he  introduced  sixty-two  private  and  two  public 
bills,  and  of  these  eight  passed  both  houses  and 
were  approved  by  the  President.  In  the  next  Con¬ 
gress  he  introduced  relatively  as  many  bills,  and 
as  many  were  successful.  His  work  proved  that 
no  more  valuable  man  was  ever  sent  to  Congress 
from  the  Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  District  (he 
being  the  first  to  represent  this  district)  than  Sol¬ 
omon  R.  Dresser.  He  was  of  English  ancestry 
on  the  paternal  side  and  Dutch  on  the  maternal. 
His  father  died  in  1872.  He  was  born  in  Litch¬ 
field,  Hillsdale  County,  Michigan,  February  1, 
1842,  and  died  in  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  Janu¬ 
ary  20,  1911.  He  completed  his  studies  in  Hills¬ 
dale  College,  and  until  1865  was  his  father’s  as¬ 
sistant  in  Lafayette,  Indiana,  and  an  oil  worker. 
In  1872  he  transferred  his  activity  to  the  larger 
fields  of  Pennsylvania,  locating  first  in  Butler 
County,  where  he  remained  three  years  and  ab¬ 
sorbed  valuable  experience,  as  well  as  the  inspira¬ 
tion  which  guided  his  inventive  genius.  In  1880 
he  patented  a  packer  for  oil  and  gas  wells  which 
was  quickly  adopted  everywhere.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  patented  rubber  pipe  coupling  which  se¬ 
cured  a  perfectly  tight  joint,  and  through  another 
invention,  an  insulated  pipe,  coupling  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  gas  and  water  pipes  by  electrolysis  was  pre¬ 
vented.  The  demand  of  these  inventions  led  to  the 
plants  in  Bradford  that  employed  hundreds  of 
men.  Mr.  Dresser  was  a  Republican  and  an  ardent 
protectionist.  He  was  a  Presbyterian  in  religious 
belief,  and  his  benevolence  and  his  charities  were 
characteristic  of  the  man.  He  was  a  Mason  and 
a  member  of  various  social,  business  and  political 
organizations.  His  memory  is  still  green  in  Brad¬ 
ford,  where  he  advanced  general  prosperity.  Mr. 
Dresser  married  (first)  Vesta  E.  Simpson,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Chauncey  Simpson,  of  Hillsdale  County, 
Michigan,  and  they  had  five  children,  one  of  whom 
is  Robert  A.,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  he 
married  (second)  Caroline  Kirsch,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children. 

Robert  Alexis  Dresser  married,  December  27, 
1900,  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  Olive  May  Brady, 
daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Brady.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  are:  lone  Helen,  and  Virginia  Louise,  who 
married  John  Martin  Kelly,  of  Pittsburgh,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  June  18,  1925. 


JOHN  ANTON  WALTERS  was  born  in 
Bergzabern,  Bavaria,  August  28,  1848,  and  came 
to  America  with  his  parents  when  he  was  two 
years  old.  The  family  made  its  home  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  and  he  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
that  city  for  a  few  years.  When  he  was  eight¬ 
een  years  old  he  ran  away  from  home  and  came 
to  Rouseville,  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  and 
he  was  employed  in  the  oil  fields  at  a  tender  age. 
His  next  home  was  in  Petroleum  Center,  Ve¬ 
nango  County,  and  from  there  he  went  to  Karnes 
City,  Butler  County,  Pennsylvania.  There  Mr. 
Walters  became  an  oil  producer;  but  he  sold  out, 
and  came  to  the  Bradford  oil  fields  in  1882.  He 
first  located  near  Bell’s  Camp,  where  he  bought 
two  wells  from  John  Bird.  The  country  was  a 
wilderness,  but  Mr.  Walters  operated  the  wells 
until  1887,  when  he  removed  to  Red  Hook,  Mc¬ 
Lean  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  bought  the 
property  and  lease  of  Miles  Howe.  He  continued 
in  business  at  Red  Rock  until  his  death  on  July 
20,  1915.  Mr.  Walters  was  widely  and  favorably 
known;  in  the  oil  fields,  and  achieved  success  after 
starting  without  capital.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  in 
Bradford,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Walters  was  married,  November  12,  1878, 
to  Cora  Bell  Brando w,  daughter  of  David  Nich¬ 
olas  Brandow,  and  a  native  of  Schenevus,  New 
York,  where  she  was  born  February  11,  i860. 

The  Brandow  family  traces  its  descent  back  to 
Johann  Wilhelm  Brandow.  He  was  born  in  the 
German  Palatinate,  and  arrived  in  New  York  in 
1710.  In  1728  he  bought  land  in  the  second  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Loveridge  Patent  in  Greene  County. 
His  wife  was  Maria  Elizabeth  Catherina  Bran¬ 
dow.  Their  eldest  son,  Nicholas  Brandow,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  lived  on  or  near  the  Kaaters- 
kill  after  arriving  in  this  country  with  his  parents. 
He  was  a  farmer  in  Greene  County,  New  York, 
and  was  living  in  1770.  He  married,  in  Kingston, 
New  York,  November  5,  1726,  Elizabeth  Klyn. 
Their  son,  Petrus  (Peter)  Brandow,  was  born 
March  29,  1741.  He  moved  from  Greene  County 
to  a  farm  near  Broome  Center,  Schoharie  County, 
New  York.  He  married  Marytje  Dederick,  born 
April  11,  1748,  daughter  of  Johannes  Dederick, 
son  of  Frederick  Dederick,  son  of  Johann  Wil¬ 
helm  Dederick,  born  in  Wiirttemberg,  who  came 
to  New  York  in  1710,  and  married  Maria  Chris¬ 
tina  Thonious.  Johannes  (John),  their  second 
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son,  was  baptized  at  Catskill,  New  York,  August 
16,  1772.  He  was  a  farmer,  living  near  Pratts- 
ville,  Greene  County,  New  York.  He  married 
Gertrude  Decker,  who  died  March  4,  1847.  Their 
second  child,  Nicholas,  was  born  April  7,  1803,  at 
Prattsville,  and  died  in  1872.  He  was  a  pros¬ 
perous  farmer,  a  Democrat,  and  a  member  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church,  as  was  his  wife.  He 
married,  November  18,  1830,  Eleanor  E.  Nich¬ 
olas,  born  May  30,  1809,  died  in  Matteawan,  New 
York,  in  1890.  Their  fifth  child,  David  Nicholas, 
was  born  in  Prattsville,  Greene  County,  May  24, 
1834.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming  until  the  discovery  of 
oil  in  Pennsylvania.  He  thereupon  came  to  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  and  followed  the  oil  fields  there¬ 
after  in  some  capacity.  He  was  a  Democrat  and 
an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church ; 
also  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School.  He 
married  Catherin  Christina  Van  Loan  (also  Van 
Loon),  born  in  Athens,  Greene  County,  New  York, 
February  9,  1835,  daughter  of  Bessie  L.  (Dietrich 
or  Dederick)  Lampman,  born  1801,  died  1837,  then 

widow  of  -  Lampman.  The  Van  Loans 

descend  from  John  Van  Loan,  who  came  from 
The  Netherlands  in  1686  with  his  wife,  Maria,  and 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  founded  families.  In 
1720  John  Van  Loan  divided  his  property  among  his 
four  sons,  Matthias,  Albertus,  Jan,  and  Nicholas. 
Catherin  Christina  Van  Loan  was  descended  from 
this  prosperous  Dutch  emigrant.  The  children  of 
David  Nicholas  Brandow  were:  x.  Blanche  Ellen, 
born  in  Prattsville,  New  York,  May  7,  1858.  2. 
Cora  Belle,  who  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Petroleum  Center,  Pennsylvania,  and  now  lives 
at  Red  Rock,  where  she  is  an  active  member  ot 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She  married 
John  Anton  Walters,  as  above  mentioned,  and 
since  his  death  on  July  20,  1915,  she  has  conducted 
the  lease  he  owned  and  operated,  and  is  widely 
known  among  the  producers  of  the  district  3. 
Jessie.  4.  Mabel  Beatrice.  5.  Bessie  Pearl. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walters  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  1.  Maud  Frederika,  born  in 
Karns  City,  Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  August 
18,  1879;  married  Alfred  Gilmore,  of  Connells- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  and  afterwards  of  Red  Rock, 
an  oil  pumper.  2.  Elizabeth  Kate,  born  at  Bell’s 
Camp,  McKean  County,  Pennsylvania,  July  31, 
1884,  taught  in  the  Bradford  schools  for  nine  years, 
and  married  Raymond  R.  Raub  (von  Raub),  of 


Bradford,  Pennsylvania.  3.  John  Brandow,  born 
in  Red  Rock  August  2,  1891,  an  oil  pumper,  and 
later  an  oil  producer,  associated  with  his  mother. 
He  married  Helen  Mclntire.  4.  Christine  Gene¬ 
vieve,  born  in  Red  Rock,  August  17,  1892,  lives  at 
home. 


CHESTER  S.  KING,  State  Inspector  of  High¬ 
ways,  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth  and  breeding,  ful¬ 
fills  the  duties  connected  with  that  office  in  the 
thorough  manner  that  has  distinguished  him  in  all 
his  business  and  civic  activities,  and  that  has  won 
the  approval  of  his  constituency  and  his  many 
friends.  As  a  contractor,  a  merchant,  and  a  hotel 
keeper,  Mr.  King  established  and  successively 
maintained  his  reputation  for  honorable  business 
dealings,  and  in  public  office  previous  to  the  present 
one,  he  has  represented,  as  he  does  to-day,  the  best 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  county  and  State. 

Chester  S.  King,  the  son  of  Joshua  and  Mary 
Ann  (Millett)  King,  was  born  April  8,  1847,  in 
McKean  County,  and  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Smethport.  He  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter, 
and  as  a  contractor  and  builder  he  came  to  Port 
Allegany,  where  he  continued  in  business  in  that 
line  two  years,  to  1872,  when  he  went  to  Jersey 
City  as  a  builder  for  three  years,  again  returning 
to  Port  Allegany.  He  was  elected  sheriff  of  Mc¬ 
Kean  County  in  1875,  serving  a  term  of  three 
years  in  that  office,  after  which  he  built  a  store  at 
Smethport,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  for  several  years.  It  was  then  that  he 
bought  the  Sartwell  House  at  Port  Allegany,  then 
the  leading  hotel  in  this  part  of  the  State,  and  for 
twenty  years  he  engaged  in  the  hotel  business. 
Afterwards  he  was  chosen  State  Inspector  of 
Highways,  which  office  he  continues  to  hold  to  the 
present.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  has  also 
served  as  burgess  at  Port  Allegany,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  at  Smethport. 

In  his  fraternal  affiliations  he  is  a  member  and 
Past  Master  of  McKean  Lodge,  No.  388,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  at  Smethport;  of  Arnold  Chap¬ 
ter,  No.  234,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Port  Alle¬ 
gany;  Potter  Commandery,  No.  69,  Knights  Temp¬ 
lar,  of  Coudersport;  and  Coudersport  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  of  the  thirty- 
second  degree;  and  Ismalia  Temple,  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  New  York. 

Chester  S.  King  married  Roxie  Thompson,  who 
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was  born  in  Maine  and  died  in  June,  1922,  at  Port 
Allegany ;  and  they  were  the  parents  of :  Rose, 
who  married  Job  J.  Walter,  chief  burgess  of  Port 
Allegany ;  and  Elizabeth,  who  married  Harry 
Keeney,  a  foreman  in  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
shops  at  Olean  New  York,  where  they  reside. 


GEORGE  SCOTT  SMITH— Journalism  has 
flourished  in  Pennsylvania  and  kept  pace  with  all 
the  progressive  interests  of  the  State  under  the 
capable  and  courageous  direction  of  such  pub¬ 
lishers  and  editors  as  Mr.  Smith,  who  has  con¬ 
vinced  newspaper  readers  and  advertisers,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  State,  of  the 
continuous  need  of  the  news  purveyor  as  a  factor 
in  the  growth  of  communities.  Publisher  and 
newspaper  business  director  throughout  his  ca¬ 
reer,  Mr.  Smith  has  infused  new  life  into  the  Kane 
“Daily  Republican,”  and  that  journal  in  turn,  has 
made  its  influence  felt  and  known  throughout  the 
section  for  its  advanced  stand  and  its  clear  mes¬ 
sage  in  behalf  of  the  town  and  county  interests. 

George  Scott  Smith,  the  son  of  Almon  White 
and  Martha  (James)  Smith,  was  born  April  25, 
1876,  at  Cooperstown,  New  York,  and  he  attended 
the  Union  School,  at  Lyons,  New  York.  He  at 
once  entered  upon  a  newspaper  career,  and  in  1902 
he  founded  the  Jersey  Shore,  Pennsylvania,  “Daily 
Herald,”  which  he  conducted  with  success  for  a 
series  of  years.  From  1907  to  1912  he  was  as¬ 
sociated  with  Colonel  Henry  W.  Shoemaker,  in 
the  publication  of  the  Bradford  “Record,”  and  the 
Reading  “Times,”  both  in  this  State,  and  the 
Bridgeport,  Connecticut  “Telegram.”  In  1912,  he 
purchased  the  Kane  “Daily  Republican,”  which  he 
has  since  published  and  made  the  leading  Republi¬ 
can  organization  newspaper  in  Northwestern  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Mr.  Smith  was  appointed  State  Com¬ 
pensation  Referee  ini  1916  and  he  has  occupied  the 
position  of  Republican  county  chairman  for  Mc¬ 
Kean  County  since  1917. 

George  Scott  Smith  married,  January  9,  1907,  at 
Bradford,  Sarah  Besse  Mundy,  daughter  of  S.  A. 
and  Elizabeth  Mundy ;  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
three  children. 


ABSALOM  W.  BOYD,  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War  and  retired  oil  producer,  one  of  the  first  men 
to  begin  oil  operations  in  Bradford,  is  one  of  the 
best  known  citizens  of  McKean  County.  He  has 


been  a  farmer,  a  lumberman  and  engaged  in  vari¬ 
ous  enterprises. 

Absalom  W.  Boyd  was  born  in  Bradford  Town¬ 
ship  June  20,  1846,  the  son  of  John  Boyd,  a 
farmer.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  whither  he  was  taken  by 
his  father  at  an  early  age,  and  shortly1  after  com¬ 
pleting  his  education,  when  the  Civil  War  broke 
out  he  enlisted  in  the  3d  Brigade  of  the  78th  New 
York  Regiment  and  served  under  General  Hooker, 
and  in  General  Sherman’s  march  to  the  sea,  par¬ 
ticipating  in  every  battle  that  was  fought  while  he 
was  under  the  command  of  both  generals.  Dis¬ 
charged  July  17,  1865,  he  returned  to  his  home, 
entered  the  lumber  business  and  then  drilled  the 
fourth  oil  well  in  what  is  now  known  as  Boyd  Val¬ 
ley,  at  that  time  the  Boyd  family  farm.  Thus  he 
became  an  oil  operator,  a  business  he  continued  to 
the  day  of  his  retirement. 

In  1879  he  sold  out  in  the  valley  and  went  to  East 
Randolph,  New  York,  where  he  operated  in  the  oil 
fields,  and  then  for  two  years  was  in  Summit  City, 
Pennsylvania. 

Subsequently  he  went  to  Sawyer  City,  and  there 
built  a  home  and  oil  buildings  and  produced  the  crude 
product  until  1898,  when  he  moved  to  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  became  a  member  of  the  oil 
firm  of  Boyd-Walker  and  Company.  In  1906  he 
sold  out  his  interest  in  the  concern  and  went  to 
Robertson,  Illinois,  where  he  spent  two  years,  leav¬ 
ing  there  in  order  to  go  to  Oklahoma  during  the 
oil  boom  of  that  decade.  In  1914  he  returned  to 
McKean  County  and  retired  from  business,  making 
his  home  at  No.  259  East  Main  Street,  in  Bradford. 
In  1900  he  was  elected  county  treasurer  of  Mc¬ 
Kean  County  and  served  from  1901  to  1904  on  the 
Republican  ticket. 

Mr.  Boyd  marrired  Amelia  A.  Seward,  daughter 
of  Stephen  Seward  and  Daffany  (Farr)  Seward. 
Mrs.  Seward,  who  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  resi¬ 
dents  of  Bradford,  has  lived  in  McKean  County 
nearly  all  her  life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd  had  seven  children,  three’  of 
whom  are  living  1.  Ann,  widow  of  John  C.  Mac- 
ball.  2.  Charles  Leonard,  an  oil  entrepreneur.  3. 
Frank  Augustus,  married  Maxine  Minnus;  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  Gas  Company  of  Bradford,  and  sta¬ 
tioned  in  Brookville,  Pennsylvania.  The  Boyds 
belong  to  the  Methodist  Church  of  Bradford.  Mr. 
Boyd  is  a  member  of  the  John  S.  Melvin  Post,  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
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WILLIAM  J.  BOYD— The  contribution  of 
William  J.  Boyd  to  the  lumber  and  oil  producing 
industries  of  Pennsylvania  is  of  such  great  value 
and  of  such  an  interesting  nature  that  it  cannot 
be  ignored.  A  brother  of  Absalom  W.  Boyd,  a 
prominent  oil  man  and  Civil  War  veteran  of  Mc¬ 
Kean  County,  whose  sketch  precedes. 

William  J.  Boyd  has  kept  alive  the  traditions  of 
the  famous  Pennsylvania  Boyd  family,  and  though 
now  retired  from  business  life,  is  active  in  fur¬ 
thering  those  traditions,  which  to  every  citizen  of 
McKean  County  means  service  to  the  public,  un¬ 
usual  enterprise  in  the  direction  of  ultimate  public 
good,  tolerance,  and  prosperity,  and  which  inspires 
every  citizen  to  respect. 

William  J.  Boyd,  the  son  of  John  Boyd,  who  was 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death  a  prosperous  farmer, 
was  born  in  Boyd  Valley — named  after  the  Boyd 
family,  and  at  one  time  the  family  farm,  now  a 
prolific  source  of  oil — on  April  23,  1850.  Boyd 
Valley  was  at  the  time  of  William  J.  Boyd’s  birth 
in  Bradford  Township,  McKean  County. 

Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Bradford 
Township,  Mr.  Boyd  followed,  for  many  years, 
his  father’s  footsteps  and  was  a  farmer.  Later, 
he  devoted  himself  to  the  lumber  industry  and  still 
later  divided  his  attention  between  farming  and 
lumber. 

Eventually  Mr.  Boyd  went  into  oil  production, 
having  bought  the  Chamberlain  farm  in  Boyd  Val¬ 
ley.  Prospering,  he  spent  many  years  of  tireless 
effort  in  developing  and  expanding  the  farm  of 
oil.  In  1920,  having  set  his  name  in  the  annals  of 
Pennsylvania’s  oil  operations  and  production,  and 
himself  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-citizens,  he 
moved  to  Bradford  and  retired.  He  now  lives  at 
No.  335  East  Main  Street,  a  short  distance  from 
his  brother,  Absalom,  now  also  retired. 

William  J.  Boyd  married,  in  Allegany,  New 
York,  Jennie  Green,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Torrence  Green,  and  they  have  three  children :  1. 
Fred.  2.  Grace.  3.  Clyde. 


ALBERT  B.  CANNON — There  are  few  bet¬ 
ter  informed  men  in  the  brick-making  industry  in 
Pennsylvania  than  Mr.  Cannon,  who,  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Bradford  Brick  and  Tile  Company’s 
plant  at  Lewis  Run,  occupies  a  prominent  and  ac¬ 
tive  position  in  the  production  and  distribution  de¬ 
partment  of  a  long-established  concern  with  which 
he  has  been  associated  in  various  posts  of  trust 


for  a  considerable  period.  By  his  faithfulness  and 
ability,  as  well  as  his  concentration  upon  the  duties 
of  his  responsible  office,  he  has  won  the  high  re¬ 
gard  of  the  firm  and  of  the  public  in  general.  His 
grandfather,  Thomas  Cannon,  was  a  native  of  Eng¬ 
land,  who  brought  his  family  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Buffalo,  New  York;  he  died  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  His  children  were:  Mary  Ann, 
Charles,  Eliza,  Blanche,  Thomas,  John  C.,  of 
whom  further;  Martha,  William,  Naomi,  Elizabeth. 

John  C.  Cannon,  son  of  Thomas  Cannon,  was 
born  in  England  and  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents  when  ten  years  old.  He  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  grocery  business  at  Lewis  Run,  where 
he  had  resided  twenty-eight  years,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  a  short  time  when  the  family  resided  on 
Sherman  Street,  Bradford.  He  was  an  excellent 
citizen,  and  his  death  was  a  loss  to  the  community 
where  he  resided.  He  served  as  a  private  in  Com¬ 
pany  D,  6th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artil¬ 
lery,  during  the  Civil  War.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  various  Masonic  bodies  of  Bradford,  including 
Trinity  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  he  also 
belonged  to  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees.  He  married,  August  24,  1865, 
Mary  A.  Carson;  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years ;  his  widow  resides  at  Lewis  River.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cannon  were  the  parents  of :  Frank  D. ,  John 
C.,  Thomas  A.,  Harry  B.,  Mattie,  who  died  aged 
thirty-three  years;  Victoria  B.,  Susan  J.,  who  died 
at  nine  months ;  Charles  A.  H.,  Albert  B.,  of  whom 
further. 

Albert  B.  Cannon,  son  of  John  C.  and  Mary  A. 
(Carson)  Cannon,  was  born  August  2,  1886,  at 
Lewis  Run,  McKean  County,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools,  and  later  those  at  Geveland, 
Ohio.  He  then  worked  for  his  father  in  a  general 
store  at  Lewis  Run,  so  continuing  four  years,  when 
he  was  first  employed  by  the  Bradford  Brick  & 
Tile  Company  as  a  laborer,  where  he  advanced  to 
the  position  of  foreman.  In  1915  he  became  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  plant,  which  is  considered  one  of 
the  most  up-to-date  in  the  United  States.  The 
concern  produces  and  supplies  face  brick,  and  ships 
its  product  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and 
Cuba,  and  the  company  employs  one  hundred  and 
thirty-three  men.  Mr.  Cannon  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Town  Council  of  Lewis  Run  since  1917; 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  of  Bradford. 

Albert  B.  Cannon  married  Iva  Shaffner,  daugh- 
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ter  of  W.  W.  Shaffner,  who  is  foreman  for  the 
Lewis  Run  Manufacturing  Company,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  a  son,  Robert  Cannon. 


JAMES  ARTHUR  BARCLAY— Engaged  in 
the  lumbering  business  for  half  a  century,  a  busi¬ 
ness  in  which  his  father  before  him  had  been  ac¬ 
tive,  Mr.  Barclay  also  has  taken  for  many  years 
a  prominent  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  Cameron 
County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  has  served  as  an 
associate  county  judge  since  1913,  his  latest  and 
third  election  for  a  six-year  term  having  occur¬ 
red  in  1925.  He  was  born  in  Wharton  Township, 
Potter  County,  Pennsylvania,  August  26,  1856,  a 
son  of  James  Lucian  and  Ruth  (Bailey)  Barclay, 
the  former  for  many  years  a  successful  lumber¬ 
man  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War. 

James  Arthur  Barclay  was  educated  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  of  his  native  region,  and  during  1873 
and  1874  attended  Coudersport  Academy,  Couders- 
port,  Potter  County,  for  two  terms  of  three  months 
each.  He  entered  the  lumbering  business  as  a 
young  man  and  has  followed  it  ever  since  with 
marked  success.  He  is  a  director  and  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Cameron  County  Bank,  Emporium, 
and  during  the  World  War  he  was  chairman  of  the 
local  draft  board  for  Cameron  County.  In  pol¬ 
itics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  in 
the  local  councils  of  which  he  stands  very  high, 
while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  very  active  in  Ma¬ 
sonic  affairs,  and  is  a  member  of  Driftwood  Lodge, 
No.  532,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master,  and  of  Wil¬ 
liamsport  Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite. 

Judge  Barclay  married,  August  26,  1896,  in  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Sinnamahoning,  Cameron 
County,  Elsie  Ardel  Gore,  a  daughter  of  George 
Washington  and  Elizabeth  Jane  (Jordan)  Gore. 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Barclay  are  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Stanton  DeWitt,  born  April  27,  1899;  he 
graduated  at  Penn  State  College,  class  of  1922,  in 
mechanical  engineering.  He  has  been  instructor  in 
mechanical  engineering  at  Rensselaer  Polytechnic 
Institute  at  Troy,  New  York,  three  terms;  is  now 
teaching  mechanical  engineering  at  the  Pratt  In¬ 
stitute  in  Brooklyn,  New  York.  2.  Marjorie  Ruth, 
born  December  2,  1902;  a  graduate  in  music  at 
Dickinson  Seminary,  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania, 
class  of  1920.  3.  Kenneth  Bradley,  born  January 
16,  1904;  he  graduated  in  mechanical  engineer¬ 


ing  from  Penn  State  College  with  the  class  of  1926. 
4.  Charles  Frederick,  born  October  30,  1906;  he 
will  graduate  in  mechanical  engineering  from  same 
college  in  class  of  1927.  5.  Helen  Louise,  born 
February  8,  1909.  6.  Elizabeth  Genevieve,  born 
September  7,  1914.  The  family  home  is  located 
at  Sinnamahoning. 


EDGAR  R.  WOLFE — A  man  of  versatility, 
growing  with  his  opportunity  and  rising  to  the  oc¬ 
casion  at  every  turn,  Sheriff  Edgar  R.  Wolfe,  of 
Armstrong  County,  was;  born  January  30,  1876,  in 
Armstrong  County,  where  he  has  passed  his  life. 
His  father,  William  L.  Wolfe,  of  Armstrong 
County,  was  a  farmer,  who  died  in  1898.  His 
mother,  Mary  E.  Montgomery,  was  of  Manor 
Township,  Armstrong  County,  the  father  and 
mother  bearing  names  of  generals  forever  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  historic  fortress  of  Quebec.  The 
name  Montgomery  is  thought  to  have  originated 
in  Mons  Gomeris,  Gomer’s  Mount,  in  that  part  of 
ancient  Gaul  included  in  Normandy,  the  Gauls 
claiming  descent  from  Gomer,  son  of  Japhet,  and 
the  family  taking  its  name  from  the  region  they 
ruled  as  feudal  lords  in  that  historic  province. 
The  earliest  records  of  the  family  begin  with 
Roger,  Count  de  Montgomerie,  a  native  of  Neus- 
tria,  Normandy,  the  birthplace  of  his  ancestors 
for  generations  before  its  conquest  by  Rollo,  the 
Norseman.  Like  many  other  native  lords  he  was 
not  displaced  by  Rollo,  and  his  descendants  con¬ 
tinued  to  rule  over  the  “countie  of  Montgomerie,” 
consisting  of  several  baronies,  until  1735.  Roger 
de  Montgomerie,  sixth  Count  of  Montgomerie,  was 
a  relative,  through  his  mother,  of  William  of 
Normandy,  and  commanded  a  division  of  his  army 
at  the  battle  of  Hastings,  October  14,  1066.  As  a 
reward  for  his  services  the  Conqueror  granted 
him  large  possessions  in  England  amounting  to 
more  than  fifty  lordships,  and  he  was  created  Earl 
of  Shrewsbury,  Arundel  and  Chichester.  The 
family  has  been  prominent  in  England,  Scotland 
and  Ireland  since  that  time.  In,  America  many  of 
its  members  won  distinction  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  the  War  of  1812.  The  name  is  emi¬ 
nent  also  in  the  professions.  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia  have  attracted  large  numbers  of  this  cel¬ 
ebrated  race.  General  Richard  Montgomery  was 
born  in  Dublin,  but  one  of  his  family,  also,  a  Gen¬ 
eral  Montgomery,  was  one  of  the  first  band  of 
Scots  to  seek  homes  in  “Irish  land,”  anticipating 


l 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


by  a  few  months  the  general  migration  caused  by 
religious  persecution.  He  and  his  descendants 
amassed  by  industry  and  thrift  considerable  prop¬ 
erty,  and  became  landed  proprietors  and  men  of 
influence  in  their  new  home. 

Edgar  R.  Wolfe  attended  the  public  schools 
and  academy  of  the  neighborhood  ard  remained 
on  the  farm  until  he  qualified  as  teacher  in  the 
district  schools  of  Armstrong  Countv.  He  taught 
for  eighteen  terms,  after  which  he  was  made  dep¬ 
uty  sheriff,  serving  under  Sheriff  W.  P.  Parker 
and  Sheriff  Charles  P.  Dinger,  whom  he  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  1921.  The  efficient  service  he  has  given 
the  people  of  the  county  and  his  able  cooperation 
have  brought  him  much  favorable  comment  from 
his  fellow  officials  and  constituents. 

Sheriff  Wolfe  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
served  his  party  as  county  chairman  and  a  delegate 
to  various  conventions.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  a  thirty- 
second  degree  Scottish  Rite  Mason,  and  member  of 
Coudersport  Consistory;  a  member  of  the  Indepen¬ 
dent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  both  local  and  the 
Grand  Lodge ;  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  has  served  as  an  elder 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  is  unmarried.  His 
address  is  the  Court  House,  Kittanning,  Arm¬ 
strong  County,  Pennsylvania. 


FRANK  C.  ROBB — A  painstaking,  faithful 
and  courteous  county  official,  Mr.  Robb  is  justly 
popular  with  officials,  attorneys,  and  laymen  of 
Cambria  County,  of  which  he  is  a  native.  He  was 
born  January  15,  1877,  in  Johnstown,  a  son  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  F.  Robb,  who  owned  and  operated  a  brick 
yard  in  Johnstown,  where  he  died  May  4,  1890. 
The  latter’s  wife,  and  mother  of  Frank  C.  Robb, 
was  Matilda  (Jones)  Robb,  who  died  in  1904 
Frank  C.  Robb  was  an  ambitious  youth,  and 
made  good  use  of  his  educational  opportunities, 
and  passed  through  the  public  schools  of  Johns¬ 
town,  including  the  high  school.  His  first  em¬ 
ployment  was  in  the  office  of  the  Johnson  Com¬ 
pany,  where  he  remained  two  years.  Next,  he  en¬ 
tered  the  office  of  the  Cambria  Steel  Company,  at 
Ebensburg,  where  he  continued  until  1916,  when 
he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  Clerk  of  the  Court 
of  Cambria  County,  to  which  he  was  elected  the 
previous  autumn.  In  1919  and  again  in  1923  he 
was  reelected,  and  now  fills  that  responsible  posi¬ 
tion  efficiently  and  with  general  satisfaction.  He 
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is  treasurer  of  the  Swank  Motor  Sales  Company 
of  Ebensburg. 

In  the  social  life  of  the  community  he  bears  a 
full  share,  and  is  identified  with  all  the  York  Rite 
Masonic  bodies,  including  the  Knights  Templar; 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias ;  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks ;  and  the  Tall  Cedars  of 
Lebanon.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First  Lutheran 
Church. 

Mr.  Robb  was  married,  October  17,  1906,  at 
Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  to  Sarah  Penrod;  they 
have  no  children. 


JOSEPH  H.  DANIELS  — The  year  1925 
closed  the  career  of  one  of  the  most  prominent 
figures  in  the  oil  fields  of  McKean  County.  A 
native  of  this  State,  Joseph  H.  Daniels  was  one  of 
the  first  of  those  who  went  into  the  oil  fields  of 
the  county  during  its  most  exciting  days  following 
the  discovery  of  oil  there  and  spent  nearly  a  half 
century  as  an  operator,  becoming  famous  and 
wealthy.  A  lover  of  children  and  a  most  ardent 
sportsman,  Joseph  H.  Daniels  was  known  to  old 
and  young  in  McKean  County  and  especially  in 
Bradford  where  he  made  his  home  most  of  his  life, 
and  was  known  as  “Uncle  Joe.”  He  gave  Brad¬ 
ford  its  first  swimming  pool  and  its  first  skating 
rink;  he  was  a  most  generous  philanthropist  and 
a  most  active  citizen  of  Bradford.  His  loss  is 
mourned  throughout  McKean  County,  and  his 
memory  is  honored  in  Bradford. 

Joseph  H.  Daniels  was  born  in  Altoona,  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  1861,  the  son  of  Charles  Hiram  and 
Mary  (Callahan)  Daniels.  The  senior  Mr.  Dan¬ 
iels,  a  native  of  Lancaster  County,  was  a  Civil 
War  veteran,  who  fought  with  a  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Regiment,  having  enlisted  at  Lock  Ha¬ 
ven.  He  was  in  active  service  for  eighteen  months. 
In  1882  he  brought  his  family  to  Bradford — Jo¬ 
seph  H.  was  then  twenty-two  years  old — and  here 
he  resided  and  was  engaged  as  a  carpenter  until 
his  death  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  He 
married  Mrs.  Daniels  in  Bradford.  She  was  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  had  come  to  the  United 
States  as  a  child;  she  died  in  Bradford  in  her 
eighty-sixth  year.  There  are  four  other  children 
of  their  union  besides  Joseph  H.  Daniels :  Mary 
Jane  now  the  wife  of  B.  F.  Colwell;  James  F, 
Anna  Gertrude,  now  the  wife  of  Owen  Cunning¬ 
ham  ;  and  Charles  Hiram. 

Joseph  H.  Daniels  received  his  education  in  the 
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public  schools  of  Altoona  and  then  went  with  the 
family  to  Bradford.  He  worked  for  a  while  as  a 
rig-builder  in  the  Bradford  oil  fields.  He  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  Charles 
Hiram  Daniels,  and  the  two  were  engaged  in  the 
plumbing  business  for  several  years.  They  then 
went  into  construction  work  for  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  and  the  Tidewater  Oil  Company,  in 
Bradford,  their  work  being  to  install  pipe  lines  for 
these  two  concerns.  As  plumbing  contractors  in 
the  oil  fields  they  were  immensely  successful. 
About  twenty  years  after  he  had  come  to  Brad¬ 
ford  Mr.  Daniels  built  the  first  swimming  pool  and 
skating  rink  in  that  borough.  He  thereafter  be¬ 
came  known  to  everyone  as  “Uncle  Joe,”  and  he 
was  exceedingly  popular  among  adults  and  chil¬ 
dren.  Up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  on  April  8, 
1925,  Joseph  H.  Daniels  was  an  oil  operator,  and 
out  of  the  bounty  of  his  success  he  gave  much 
toward  all  kinds  of  charities,  especially  those  spon¬ 
sored  by  Bradford  organizations.  He  was  a  prom¬ 
inent  member  of  his  church,  St  Bernard’s,  in 
Bradford,  and  having  taken  an  active  interest  in 
civic  affairs  in  the  borough,  was  a  man  of  influence 
and  reputation  there.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
volunteer  fire  department  and  was  active  in  other 
civic  organizations. 

Mr.  Daniels  married  Catherine  G.  Sullivan, 
daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (McCann)  Sulli¬ 
van  in  Bradford,  April  29,  1888.  Mrs.  Daniel’s 
father,  a  native  of  Cork,  Ireland,  came  to  the 
United  States  when  he  was  sixteen  years  old;  he 
settled  in  New  York  City  at  first  and  later  came 
to  Bradford.  He  was  a  railroad  contractor  and 
performed  much  construction  work  for  the  Erie 
Railroad.  He  was  a  Civil  War  veteran.  He  died 
in  Alliance,  Ohio,  in  his  seventy-second  year,  while 
his  wife  died  on  November  7,  1924,  aged  eighty- 
one.  Mrs.  Daniels  and  a  son,  Frank  Howard,  once 
a  professional  baseball  player,  and  now  foreman 
of  the  Corliss  Carbon  Company  plant  in  Brad¬ 
ford,  and  married  to  Margaret  Terwilliger,  survive 
the  late  Mr.  Daniels. 


BYRON  BIRD  STROUD — Distinguished  as 
a  chemical  engineer,  and  prominent  in  various  re¬ 
lated  enterprises  Byron  Bird  Stroud  was  born  Oc¬ 
tober  28,  1881,  near  Mercer,  Pennsylvania,  a  son 
of  Edward  Alfred  and  Sara  Elizabeth  Stroud. 
His  father,  active  for  many  years  in  Allegheny 


County  politics,  is  now  living  a  retired  life,  hav¬ 
ing  won  honors  in  line  with  his  activities. 

Byron  Bird  Stroud’s  early  education  was  ac¬ 
quired  in  the  public  schools,  from  which  he  en¬ 
tered  the  high  school  at  Braddock,  this  State,  grad¬ 
uating  from  that  institution  in  1900.  He  then  en¬ 
tered  the  Western  University,  now  the  University 
of  Pittsburgh,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1904,  with  the  degree  B.  S.,  chemical 
engineering  being  his  aim.  During  1904-1905  he 
was  engaged  with  the  United  States  Steel  Corpora¬ 
tion.  In  1906-1907  he  was  associated  with  S.  R. 
Cochrane,  of  Slades,  Alabama,  in  chemistry  re¬ 
lated  to  the  by-products  of  wood.  In  1907-1908 
he  was  with  the  Gulick-Henderson  Company  in 
chemical  laboratories  and  testing  and  inspecting 
engineers.  In  1909  Mr.  Stroud  was  with  the  Bes¬ 
semer  Gas  Engine  Company  as  chief  chemist,  and 
in  1909-1913  he  was  engaged  in  the  development 
of  gasoline  extraction  methods  and  the  installation 
of  plants  therefor  on  his  own  account.  In  1913 
he  organized  the  B.  B.  Stroud  Company  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  gasoline  extraction  plant  in 
Bradford,  this  State,  for  the  local  field.  The 
name  of  this  company  was  changed  to  the  Bradford 
Gasoline  Company  in  1922,  and  it  is  now  operating 
under  that  name.  Mr.  Stroud  has  been  its  man¬ 
ager  since  its  incorporation.  In  1914  he  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  organizing  the  Clarendon  Gasoline 
Company,  with  works  located  at  Clarendon,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  also  oil  properties  in  the  vicinity  of 
Clarendon,  and  has  been  manager  of  these  enter¬ 
prises  since  their  incorporation.  In  1922  Mr. 
Stroud  was  instrumental  in  organizing  the  McKean 
County  Refining  Company.  This  company  has  a 
refinery  of  1,000  barrels  daily  capacity  at  Farmer’s 
Valley,  this  State,  near  Bradford,  and  it  has  a 
supply  of  crude  oil  through  its  own  lines  direct 
from  leases.  Of  this  company  Mr.  Stroud  is  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer.  In  politics  Mr.  Stroud  is  a 
Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sigma  Chi  col¬ 
lege  fraternity,  Beta  Theta  Chapter.  He  belongs 
to  the  Bradford  Gun  Club,  to  the  Bradford  Coun¬ 
try  Club,  and  to  the  Bradford  Club.  His  re¬ 
ligious  affiliation  is  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  November  23,  1909,  at  Canton,  Ohio,  Mr. 
Stroud  married  Leila  Belle  Jack,  daughter  of 
Robert  Carnahan  and  Sara  (Fee)  Jack.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stroud  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  John 
Stroud,  born  October  23,  1910,  and  Byron  Bird 
Stroud,  Jr.,  born  October  2,  1918. 
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GEORGE  K.  KLINE  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Martin 
L.  Kline,  a  prominent  dentist  of  Kittanning,  who 
died  January  g,  1907,  and  Martha  (Hamlin)  Kline, 
of  Juniata  County,  who  died  November  18,  1908. 
Dr.  Kline  was  a  native  of  Clearfield,  in  this  State, 
and  was  onei  of  the  leading  men  in  his  profession. 

George  K.  Kline  was  born  December  22,  1872,  in 
Kittanning,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools. 
He  has  been  connected  with  various  lines  of  busi¬ 
ness  in  Kittanning.  In  1903  he  entered  the  under¬ 
taking  business  and  has  since  been  continuously 
engaged  in  that  enterprise. 

In  political  matters,  Mr.  Kline  is  affiliated  with 
the  Republican  party,  though  he  has  not  sought 
political  office.  During  the  World  War  he  was  as¬ 
sociated  with  all  the  local  interests  of  the  period, 
and  was  vice-president  of  the  Red  Cross  in  Arm¬ 
strong  County.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias ;  he  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

George  K.  Kline  married,  February  12,  1898, 
Mollie  C.  Smith,  of  Eddyville,  Armstrong  County, 
Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lavinia 
Smith.  Their  children  are:  George  H.,  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  State  Highway  Department;  and 
Phoebe  L.,  who  has  taught  school  in  Armstrong 
County  for  the  past  four  years. 


FRED  MARSHALL  TATE— Very  much 
alive  to  the  significance  of  the  political  events 
and  activities  in  which  he  plays  a  large  part,  Fred 
Marshall  Tate  illustrates  the  best  type  of  present- 
day  citizen,  the  practical  business  man  who  gives 
a  generous  share  of  his  ability  and  energy  to  pub¬ 
lic  service.  He  was  bom  in  Coalville,  McKean 
County,  January  8,  1885,  the  son  of  William  and 
Emma  Sarah  (Rowe)  Tate.  On  both  sides  his  an¬ 
cestors  were  sturdy  and  desirable  citizens ;  his 
paternal  grandparents  being  Rohled  and  Martha 
Tate,  and  his  maternal  Simon  Peter  and  Mary 
Emma  (Portser)  Rowe.  His  father  was  an  expert 
driller.  Fred  M.  Tate  has  been  popular  all  his 
life.  Throughout  his  school  days  in  the  Franklin 
public  schools  he  found  he  got  on  well  with  all  the 
boys  and  was  able  to  persuade  them  to  play  the 
games  he  liked  to  play.  His  first  occupation  was 
in  the  machinist’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  five 
years  after  mastering  it;  then,  for  a  time,  he 
clerked.  Now  he  is  a  partner  with  D.  C.  Boyer, 
in  the  general  merchandising  firm  of  Tate  &  Boyer, 


at  Salina,  Pennsylvania.  The  same  qualities  of 
alertness  and  enterprise  which  distinguish  Mr. 
Tate  as  a  politician  characterize  his  business  rela¬ 
tions,  and  the  store  thrives.  On  January  1,  1920, 
Mr.  Tate  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  Venango  County.  At  present 
he  is  a  leading  candidate  for  sheriff,  where  his 
strong  following  is  evidence  of  his  popularity. 
Future  political  preferment  will  probably  come  to 
Mr.  Tate.  He  is  aj  Master  Mason,  a  member  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is 
a  communicant  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Fred  Marshall  Tate  married,  in  Meadville, 
Pennsylvania,  November  4,  1914,  Sadie  Grace  Mar¬ 
tin,  daughter  of  Sylvester  and  Almeda  (Kahle) 
Martin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tate  are  the  parents  of 
two  children:  Sarah  Almeda,  born  November  5, 
1915,  and  June,  born  June  4,  1921. 


EDWARD  HENRY  REIMANN  belongs  to 
a  family  of  German  origin,  the  American  pro¬ 
genitor  having  been  Jacob  Reimann,  a  native  of 
Windesheim,  Germany,  who,  with  his  wife,  Cath¬ 
arine  (Macchemar)  Reimann,  located  at  Buffalo, 
New  York,  during  the  early  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  and  where,  on  November  29,  1852,  their 
son,  Henry  Jacob  Reimann,  was  born.  As  Buf¬ 
falo  offered  fine  educational  advantages,  Henry 
Jacob  Reimann  received  his  preparatory  work  at 
the  high  school  of  that  city,  after  which  he  entered 
the  Capital  University,  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he 
received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  after  which 
he  completed  a  course  in  the  theological  depart¬ 
ment,  when  he  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Wabash,  Indiana. 
After  remaining  at  Wabash  one  and  one-half  years 
he  accepted  a  call  to  the  congregation  at  Paris, 
Ohio,  which  he  served  two  years.  He  was  then 
pastor  at  Madisonburg,  Ohio,  six  years,  and  War¬ 
ren,  Ohio,  four  years,  after  which  he  became  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Good  Hope  Lutheran  Church  at  Oil 
City,  Pennsylvania,  April  12,  1888.  Up  until  this 
time  Good  Hope  congregation  had  used  only  the 
German  services,  but  the  needs  of  the  younger 
generation  made  the  introduction  of  an  English 
service  imperative,  and  upon  Rev.  Reimann’s  en¬ 
trance  to  the  pastorate  the  evening  service  was 
rendered  in  the  English  language;  whereupon  the 
congregation,  which  was  composed  of  a  substantial 
people,  grew  rapidly.  In  1902-03,  under  the  su- 
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pervision  of  Rev.  Reimann,  the  present  church  edi¬ 
fice,  a  fine  brownstone  structure,  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  city,  was  erected.  He  continued 
his  excellent  work  as  pastor  for  twenty-four  years, 
until  his  death,  July  19,  1912. 

At  Columbus,  Ohio,  October  13,  1875,  Rev.  Rei¬ 
mann  was  married  to  Louisa  Elizabeth  Knoderer, 
born  January  1,  1853,  daughter  of  William  Fred¬ 
erick  and  Catharine  (Donnenwirth)  Knoderer,  na¬ 
tives  of  Strasburg,  France,  who  had  previously 
emigrated  to  America,  locating  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Reimann  was  educated  at  Columbus,  and  in 
every  way  fitted  to  fill  her  place  as  a  pastor’s  wife 
for  thirty-seven  years.  To  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Rei¬ 
mann  were  born  the  following  children:  1.  Emma 
Lydia,  wife  of  Edward  Roess,  of  Oil  City.  2. 
Edward  Henry,  of  whom  further.  3.  Frank  Ben¬ 
jamin,  married  Verna  Cronenwett.  4.  Florence 
Louise,  wife  of  Jackman  Stockdale  Parr.  5.  Alice 
Catherine,  wife  of  James  Wilbur  Burns.  6.  Mary 
Margaret.  7.  Ruth  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Gerald  P. 
Stewart. 

Edward  Henry  Reimann,  eldest  son  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Jacob  Reimann,  was  born  at  Madison- 
burg,  Ohio,  June  22,  1878.  In  1888  he  removed  to 
Oil  City  with  his  parents,  where  he  was  educated 
in  the  high  school,  after  which  he  became  book¬ 
keeper  in  the  office  of  the  National  Transit,  con¬ 
tinuing  in  the  same  position  for  twenty  years.  For 
the  past  five  years  he  has  been  agent  for  the  Flint 
and  Franklin  cars,  having  his  office  at  Oil  City. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Venango  Club, 
Boat  Club,  and  Kiwanis  Club. 

At  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  April  26,  1906,  Mr. 
Reimann  was  married  to  Carolyn  Matilda  Pit¬ 
cairn,  daughter  of  Artemas  and  Mary  Alice 
(Cougher)  Pitcairn,  people  of  wealth  and  high 
social  standing  in  their  community,  and  also  mem¬ 
bers  of  an  ancient  and  honPrable  lineage,  both  in 
England  and  America.  Mrs.  Reimann  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  Mary  McDonald’s  School  for  Girls,  then 
one  of  the  most  exclusive  schools  of  Pittsburgh, 
and  also  at  the  Swedenborgian  School  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  her  parental  heritage  having,  for  gen¬ 
erations,  been  devout  members  of  that  faith.  Al¬ 
though  Mrs.  Reimann  is  well  fitted  both  by  birth 
and  education  to  be  a  social  leader,  her  chief  joy 
is  found  in  her  beautiful  home  as  a  wife  and  the 
mother  of  three  daughters :  1.  Mary  Louise,  born 
January  13,  1907.  2.  Carolyn,  bom  December  9, 
1908.  3.  Helen,  born  May  2,  1916. 


JOHN  FLEMING — Endowed  with  the  Irish 
shrewdness  and  penchant  for  enterprise  inherited 
from  his  famous  Hibernian  ancestors  and  with  the 
famous  spirit  of  America  to  which  he  quickly  be¬ 
came  acclimatized  on  his  arrival  in  the  United 
States  from  his  native  Erin,  John  Fleming,  now  a 
successful  farmer  and  oil  producer  of  McKean 
County,  has  reached  that  point  after  many  busi¬ 
nesses  in  Pennsylvania  had  claimed  him,  and  in  all 
of  which  he  acquitted  himself  with  great  credit. 
To-day  he  is  known  for  the  various  enterprises 
which  engaged  his  interest  and  attention  at  various 
parts  of  his  life — the  shoe  field,  the  hotel  world, 
oil  and  agricultural  circles.  Kane,  the  metropolis 
of  McKean  County,  knows  him  as  a  vigorous 
public  spirited  citizen,  as  a  popular  and  success¬ 
ful  hotel  keeper,  while  Northwestern  Pennsylvania 
knows  him  as  the  one-time  owner  of  its  greatest 
hotel. 

John  Fleming  was  born  in  Ireland,  in  1852,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  when  he  was  twenty 
years  old.  For  a  short  while  he  made  his  home  in 
Sheffield,  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
began  the  process  of  acclimation,  beginning  work 
in  America.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  Kane, 
where  for  some  months  he  was  a  shoe  maker,  and 
later  conducted  a  shoe  store.  In  those  days  factory 
made  shoes  were  unknown  and  custom  made  shoes 
were  the  mode.  John  Fleming  established,  then, 
what  might  be  called  to-day  a  reputation  for  cus¬ 
tom  made  shoes.  John  Fleming  prospered  in  the 
trade  and  there  came  the  day  when  he  could  leave 
it  and  enter  the  hotel  business,  a  field  which  he  did 
not  abandon  for  many  years  and  then  only  after 
he  had  operated  many  hotels. 

In  1880  he  built  the  Fleming  Hotel  in  Kane.  It 
was  a  brick  building,  three  stories  high,  and  it  was 
successful.  Later  he  caused  the  erection  of  the 
Hotel  Bunding,  which  he  sold  to  M.  B.  Pierce,  in 
1902;  for  the  four  following  years  he  worked  on  his 
farm  in  Wetmore  Township,  near  Kane,  producing 
oil  thereon.  In  1906,  Mr.  Fleming  purchased  a 
lot  at  the  corner  of  Greeves  and  Farley  streets, 
Kane,  where  he  erected  the  New  Thompson  Hotel, 
a  modern  six-story  building  and  one  of  the  best  in 
the  hotel  field  in  Northwestern  Pennsylvania.  Until 
April  is,  1924,  Mr.  Fleming  operated  this  hotel, 
selling  it  on  that  day  to  Leonard  S.  Larson,  and 
returning  to  his  farm  and  oil  producing  activities. 

Mr.  Fleming  married  (first)  Julia  Hoffman,  of 
St.  Mary’s,  Pennsylvania,  and  with  her  had  five 
children:  1.  James.  2.  Lillian.  3.  May.  4- 
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Ella.  5.  Josephine;  and  (second)  Mary  E.  Hart, 
of  Pittston,  with  whom  he  has  four  children:  1. 
Anna.  2.  Frances.  3.  Edward.  4.  Margaret.  The 
Fleming  family,  which  resides  at  No.  101  Pine 
Avenue,  Kane,  attends  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 


FRANK  P.  FILER — Coal  mining  and  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  coal  merchandising  industry  have 
had  the*  expert  attention  of  Mr.  Filer  throughout 
his  business  career,  and  his  association  with  the 
rise  and  progress  of  a  number  of  substantial  firms 
in  a  constructive  and  official  capacity  has  brought 
him  into  prominence  as  one  of  the  better  known 
leaders  in  the  coal  producing  section  of  the  country. 
While  these  are  the  main  interests  of  his  business 
life,  Mr.  Filer  has  a  very  broad  interest,  also,  in 
whatsoever  industries  and  institutions  have  been  es¬ 
tablished  for  the  general  advancement  of  Mercer 
and  the  county.  He  is  the  son  of  Enoch  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  (Lawton)  Filer. 

Frank  P.  Filer  was  born  October  9,  1863,  in 
Hickory  Township,  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  after  attending  the  public  schools  there,  he  was 
a  student  at  Allegheny  College.  He  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  coal  mining  for  many  years,  and  he  is 
accounted  one  of  the  best  known  coal  operators 
in  Mercer  County,  and  indeed  in  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  began  his  career  with  the  Western- 
Filer  Company,  and  has  since  been  associated  with 
the  Carver  Coal  Company  and  the  Filer-Sutliff 
Company,  as  well  as  with  the  organization  of  the 
firm  of  F.  P.  Filer  &  Company.  He  is  also  gen¬ 
eral;  superintendent  of  the  Sharon  Coal  and  Lime¬ 
stone  Company,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  Bank  of 
Mercer.  A  Democrat  in  his  political  convictions, 
Mr.  Filer,  with  his  vote  and  influence  supports  the 
principles  of  that  party.  Mr.  Filer’s  fraternal 
affiliations  are  with  Mercer  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  the  Knights  Templar  Commandery 
at  Sharon,  and  the  New  Castle  Consistory,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  of  the  thirty-third  degree; 
also  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Club,  of  Pittsburgh,  Iro¬ 
quois  Club  of  Conneaut  Lake,  the  Sharon  Country 
Club,  and  Greenville  Country  Club.  His  religious 
fellowship  is  with  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church. 

Frank  P.  Filer  married,  August  9,  1884,  at  New 
Castle,  Louie  Turner;  they  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Enoch  William  Filer,  a  sketch  of  whom 
follows. 


ENOCH  WILLIAM  FILER— The  coal  min¬ 
ing  interests  of  the  present  hour  in  Pennsylvania 
are  kept  to  the  fore  through  the  noteworthy  busi¬ 
ness  enterprise  of  such  leading  men  in  the  industry 
as  Enoch  William  Filer,  whose  entire  career  has 
been  devoted  to  mining  and  distribution,  and  in¬ 
deed  all  the  branches  of  coal  working  and  mer¬ 
chandising.  He  is  the  son  of  Frank  P.  Filer,  a 
review  of  whose  life  precedes  this,  and  Louie 
(Turner)  Filer. 

Enoch  William  Filer  was  born  May  10,  1887,  in 
Lake  Township,  Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Mercer,  after¬ 
wards  attending  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  In¬ 
stitute  and  the  University  of  Colorado.  He  began 
his  business  activities  in  1910  as  superintendent  of 
the  Pardoe  Coal  Company’s  plant,  near  Mercer, 
and  so  continued  to  1916.  Then,  in  partnership 
with  William  Jenkins,  he  purchased  a  mine,  and 
organized  the  Filer-Jenkins  Company,  of  which 
he  was  president  from  1916  to  1924.  In  1917,  when 
his  father,  Frank  P.  Filer,  organized  the  firm  of 
F.  P.  Filer  &  Company,  he  was  made  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  that  concern,  and  he  so  continues. 
A  Democrat  in  political  matters,  with  his  vote  and 
influence  he  supports  the  principles  of  that  party. 
Mr.  Filer’s  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Mercer;  Knights  Temp¬ 
lar  Commandery  at  Sharon;  the  Ancient  Scottish 
Rite  Consistory  of  New  Castle;  and  Zem  Zem 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  at  Erie ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Sharon  Country  Club,  and  the  Rotary  Club,  at 
Mercer.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Presbyterian  Church. 

Enoch  William  Filer  married,  January  25,  1911, 
at  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  Gertrude  Zinn;  they 
are  the  parents  of  three  children :  Frank,  Willard, 
Nancy  Lee. 


H.  LeROY  ANDERSON — The  educational, 
industrial  and  civic  activities  in  which  Mr.  Ander¬ 
son  has  demonstrated  his  efficient  leadership  from 
the  beginning  of  his  professional  and  business  ca¬ 
reer,  have  had  their  prominent  share  in  the  up¬ 
building  of  the  several  interests  in  which  they  are 
concerned.  The  business  progress  of  Grove  City 
has  a  reliable  ally  in  the  lumber  company  of  which 
Mr.  Anderson  is  the  head;  while  public  utilities 
of  thd  county  and  the  State  itself  have  their  prac¬ 
tical  interests  forwarded  through  his  advocacy  as 
a  representative  of  the  people  in  Legislature.  Mr. 
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Anderson  is  the  son  of  Charles  Sumner  Anderson, 
a  farmer  and  tax  collector  of  East  Lackawannock 
Township  for  twenty  years,  and  Melinda  (Snyder) 
Anderson. 

H.  LeRoy  Anderson  was  born  November  4,  1884, 
in  Jefferson  Township,  where  he  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  after  which  he  graduated  at  Fredonia 
Institute,  Fredonia.  As  a  young  man  he  began 
life  teaching  school  in  Mercer  County,  and  he  was 
afterwards  elected  to  the  superintendency  of  the 
schools  in  Cecil  Township.  In  1911  he  gave  his 
attention  to  the  business  of  lumber  manufacturing, 
and  he  is  now  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Anderson-Blatt  Lumber  Company.  Active  in  pol¬ 
itical  matters,  Mr.  Anderson  was  elected  to  the 
Pennsylvania  House  of  Representatives  in  1922, 
and  he  served  in  the  sessions  of  1923  and  1925, 
his  interests,  while  for  the  general  good  of  the  dis¬ 
trict,  mainly  being  concerned  with  good  roads  and 
the  advancement  of  agriculture. 

Mr.  Anderson’s  fraternal  affiliations  are  with 
Lodge  No.  603,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of 
Grove  City;  the  Valley  of  New  Castle  Consistory, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite ;  and  Zem  Zem 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mys¬ 
tic  Shrine,  of  Erie ;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Grove  City  Shrine  Club.  His  religious  fellowship 
is  with  the  First  United  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Grove  City. 

H.  LeRoy  Anderson  married,  January  1,  1913,  at 
Hillside,  New  Wilmington,  Sarah  Barkley  McCoy, 
daughter  of  Taylor  A.  and  Mary  Jane  (Barkley) 
McCoy,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children : 
Mary  Malinda,  born  in  1913;  Harlon  LeRoy,  born 
in  1919;  and  Eleanor  Jane,  born  in  1925. 


A.  B.  McCLURE — A  man  of  executive  ability 
and  the  gift  to  control  men,  A.  B.  McClure,  of 
Ford  City,  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  has 
raised  himself  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  rung 
by  dint  of  effort.  He  was  born  in  Armstrong 
County,  November  25,  1879.  His  father,  Thomas 
McClure,  of  Indiana  County,  since  dead,  was  a 
travelling  salesman.  His  mother,  Jeannie  (Bach) 
McClure,  also  of  Indiana  County,  is  living  at  the 
age  of  eighty.  The  son  A.  B.  McClure,  attended 
the  public  schools,  and  was  graduated  from  El- 
deston  Academy  in  1900.  He  followed  this  with 
a  course  of  two  years  at  the  Indiana  State  Normal 
School  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  taking  commer¬ 
cial  studies.  His  first  employment  after  leaving 


school  was  as  freight  agent  for  the  Buffalo,  Roch¬ 
ester  &  Pittsburgh  Railroad  at  Yatesboro,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  continued  for  six  months.  He 
also  taught  school  at  Elderton,  Pennsylvania,  for 
three,  terms.  He  accepted,  on  September  2,  1902, 
the  post  of  bookkeeper  for  the  Pittsburgh  Plate 
Glass  Company.  In  1904  he  was  boss  bookkeeper 
for  No.  5  works;  in  1911  he  became  assistant  night 
superintendent;  in  1917  he  was  made  first  assist¬ 
ant  superintendent;  and  on  September  15,  1925,  he 
was  made  superintendent  of  the  works,  the  post  he 
continues  to  fill.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

Mr.  McClure  was  married,  on  July  11,  1900,  to 
Gertrude  Trusal,  of  Indiana  County,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Helen  Geraldine,  a 
graduate  of  the  local  high  school;  and  employed 
as  a  stenographer  in  the  offices  of  the  National 
Fireproofing  Company  at  Pittsburgh ;  and  Flor¬ 
ence  Elizabeth,  a  graduate  of  the  local  high  school, 
and  married  to  Leo  Hoffman,  of  Pittsburgh,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Mr.  McClure  finds  recreation  in  chess, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  players  in  the  local  chess 
club.  His  address  is  Superintendent  of  Plate 
Glass  Works  No.  5,  Ford  City,  Pennsylvania. 


FREDERICK  ADOLF  VIETH,  who  has 

been  associated  with  the  tanning  business  nearly 
all  his  life,  and  who  is  now  superintendent  of  the 
Elk  Tanning  Company,  in  Emporium,  is  accounted 
one  of  the  representative  men  in  the  industry  to¬ 
day.  He  is  known  throughout  Cameron  County, 
being  an  active  and  progressive  citizen  thereof,  and 
he  is  a  most  energetic  member  of  various  clubs 
and  fraternities. 

Frederick  Adolf  Vieth  was  born  in  Hamburg, 
Germany,  in  1865,  the  son  of  Heinrich  H.  and 
Marie  R.  Vieth,  the  former  a  merchant  of  the 
German  city.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Germany  and  was  graduated  from  the 
high  school  in  Hamburg.  On  finishing  his  school¬ 
ing  he  came  to  the  United  States,  where  he  worked 
for  some  years  at  various  trades,  and  after  taking 
correspondence  courses  in  steam  engineering,  fol¬ 
lowed  that  trade  for  a  while.  About  1890  Mr. 
Vieth  entered  the  employ  of  the  Elk  Tanning  Com¬ 
pany,  rising  gradually  until,  in  1906,  he  attained 
the  post  of  superintendent  of  the  plant.  To  him 
is  attributed  much  of  the  success  of  the  tannery, 
and  to  him  also  much  of  its  development. 

Mr.  Vieth  is  a  member  of  Liberty  Lodge,  No. 
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505,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  Port  Alle¬ 
gany;  of  Arnold  Chapter,  No.  254,  Royal  Arch 
Masons ;  also  in  Port  Allegany ;  and  he  belongs 
to  the  Coudersport  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  Coudersport,  Potter 
County.  Mr.  Vieth  is  a  Presbyterian  by  faith. 

Mr.  Vieth  married,  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  in 
1888,  Louise  Erdman,  daughter  of  Philip  and 
Johanna  Erdman,  and  they  have  three  children : 
1.  Amelia  W.,  born  in  1889.  2.  Ethel  R.,  born  in 
1891.  3.  Frederick  A.,  born  in  1901. 

JOHN  RUNG — Real  estate  operating  and 
farming  is  a  rare  combination  and  only  an  able 
business  man  and  farmer  would  undertake  to  fol¬ 
low  both  businesses,  least  of  all  expect  to  achieve 
any  sort  of  success.  Yet  John  Rung,  whose  sharp 
commercial  acumen  and  perceptive  senses  are  de¬ 
veloped  to  a  high  degree,  and  whose  personality 
and  energy  are  typical  of  his  people,  the  Hungarian, 
has  reaped  a  modest  fortune  in  the  two  fields,  which 
are  not  so  foreign  to  each  other  under  the  surface 
as  they  appear  superficially.  Though  a  native  of 
Hungary,  Mr.  Rung  is  a  most  loyal  American  cit¬ 
izen,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  resi¬ 
dents  of  Sharon.  He  and  his  methods  are  highly 
admired  in  the  city,  and  the  citizens  of  Sharon  and 
Mercer  County,  throughout  which  he  is  well 
known,  hold  him  in  the  utmost  respect. 

John  Rung  was  born  in  Arad,  Hungary,  March 
15,  1881,  a  son  of  the  soil,  for  his  father,  Joseph 
Rung,  was  also  a  farmer.  His  father  and  his 
mother,  who  was  Barbara  (Massal)  Rung,  have 
been  dead  many  years.  The  public  schools  of  the 
empire  of  Austria-Hungary  gave  Mr.  Rung  his 
early  education,  which  he  completed  in  other  parts 
of  Europe.  In  November,  1904,  he  set  foot  on  the 
soil  of  New  York  City.  Cleveland,  Ohio,  first 
attracted  him,  and  there  he  lived  and  worked  for 
thirteen  years,  first  following  the  catering  busi¬ 
ness,  with  the  sort  of  success  that  only  a  Hun¬ 
garian  can  have  in  that  field,  and  finally  entering 
the  real  estate  world.  In  1917,  having  been  ap¬ 
prised  of  the  opportunities  and  advisability  of  liv¬ 
ing  in  Sharon,  especially  since  he  was  a  real  estate 
man,  John  Rung  come  to  this  city.  For  six'  years 
he  dealt  only  in  real  estate,  but  in  1923  he  began  to 
engage  in  farming  also,  and  he  has  continued  in 
the  two  occupations  since,  one  field  assisting  the 
other  toward  his  success.  He  makes  his  residence 
in  the  Maennerchor  Club  when  in  Sharon.  Mr. 


Rung  is  a  member  of  the  aforementioned  club,  of 
Sharon  Lodge,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  and1  of  the 
Sharon  Motor  Club,  he  being  an  enthusiastic  auto- 
mobilist.  Mr.  Rung  and  his  family  attend  St. 
Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Sharon. 

Mr.  Rung  married  Hermenia  Teresa  Komrr.er, 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Teresa  (Keller)  Kommer, 
both  now  deceased.  Of  this  union  there  were  nine 
children  :  Gregory  Anthony ;  Amelia  Hermenia ; 
Frank  John;  John  Adams,  who  died  in  his  sixth 
year ;  Rudolph,  who  died  when  four  years  old ; 
Joseph  Aloes;  John  Gusta ;  William  Rudolph; 
Elizabeth  Magdalena. 


CLEMENT  W.  BORING — A  man  of  wide 
experience  in  the  oil  fields,  Clement  W.  Boring, 
superintendent  of  the  Emery  Machine  Company  at 
South  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Clarion 
County,  April  27,  1848,  the  son  of  Solomon  and 
Elizabeth  (Whisner)  Boring.  His  father  was  a 
blacksmith,  and  followed  his  trade  in  Clarion 
County  for  many  years.  He  died  there  at  eighty- 
two  years  of  age,  while  his  wife  died  at  sixty- 
eight.  Clement  W.  Boring  attended  the  public 
schools,  and  learned  his  trade  of  blacksmith  in 
Clarion  County.  He  went  to  Pithole  at  the  time 
of  the  Pithole  oil  excitement  in  Venango  County, 
and  worked  at  his  trade;  also  pumping  oil.  He 
also  went  to  the  Tat  farm  on  Oil  Creek,  also  a 
noted  oil  center  in  the  early  days,  and  remained 
there  until  he  was  twenty-six  years  old.  Thence 
he  went  to  St.  Petersburg,  Clarion  County,  where 
he  married.  He  came  to  Bradford  in  1880,  and 
was  a  driller  for  two  years,  afterwards  passing 
three  years  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  In 
1885  he  was  employed  by  Lewis  Emery,  Jr.,  head 
of  the  Emery  Machine  Company,  South  Bradford, 
where  he  has  been  employed  ever  since.  Mr. 
Boring  is  superintendent  of  the  plant  and  widely 
known.  He  is  a  member  of  Duke  Center  Lodge, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

Mr.  Boring  married,  in  1874,  at  South  Peters¬ 
burg,  Ellen  Works,  daughter  of  John  Works. 
They  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Fred  Boring, 
who  is  employed  in  the  Emery  Machine  Works. 
Mr.  Boring’s  home  is  in  South  Bradford. 


FREDERICK  WILLIAM  DOLBY  belongs 
to  a  family  of  fine,  intelligent  workmen,  who,  by 
their  noble  qualities,  have  been  a  valuable  asset  to 
Oil  City  for  more  than  fifty  years.  His  father, 
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the  late  William  Thomas  Dolby,  a  brother  of  Fire 
Chief  Dolby,  of  the  same  city,  was  a  wagon  maker 
of  splendid  repute,  who,  with  his  wife,  Anna  Cath¬ 
erine  (Sanders)  Dolby  was  a  member  of  Grace 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  both  of  whom  were 
noted  for  their  fine  Christian  character. 

Frederick  William  Dolby  was  born  in  Oil  City, 
September  27,  1881,  where  he  received  a  thorough 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  place.  After 
completing  his  course  he  was  employed  in  the  Reid 
Gas  Engine  Shops,  with  which  he  has  been  con¬ 
nected  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  being 
counted  as  one  of  their  trusted  employees.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Spanish-American  War,  Mr.  Dolby  gave 
valiant  service  in  the  Pennsylvania  Militia,  dis¬ 
playing  many  of  the  same  characteristics  as  those 
of  his  father’s  near  kinsman,  General  U.  S.  Grant. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  having  taken  all  the  degrees. 

At  Buffalo,  New  York,  October  15,  1901,  Mr. 
Dolby  married  Maude  Hazel  Calkins,  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Sarah  (Warren)  Calkins,  descen¬ 
dants  of  fine  old  New  England  families  whose 
members  have  taken  an  important  part  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  nation  in  each  generation  for  almost 
three  centuries. 

Hugh  Calkins,  the  earliest  American  ancestor  in 
Mrs.  Dolby’s  paternal  line,  who  was  born  in 
Chepstow,  Monmouthshire,  Wales,  in  1600,  was  a 
lineal  descendant  from  an  ancient  and  long  line  of 
that  name — one  of  whom,  William  Colkin,  lived  in 
the  time  of  King  John,  A.  D.  1200.  This  one  was 
a  man  of  wealth,  evidently,  as  he  founded  a  hos¬ 
pital  which  was  named  after  him.  He  was  un¬ 
questionably  one  of  those  who — sword  in  hand — 
extorted  the  great  Magna  Charta  from  reluctant 
King  John,  at  Runnymede,  June  12,  A.  D.,  1215. 
There  was  an  ancient  coat-of-arms  for  which 
the  descendants  have  had  no  use  in  this  republic. 

Hugh  Calkins  was  a  non-conformist,  and,  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  troublous  times  of  Charles  I,  he  sought 
a  safer  country  in  which  to  worship  God  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience.  Accordingly, 
he,  with  his  wife,  Ann,  and  John,  their  son, 
joined  a  body  of  emigrants  called  the  “Welsh  Com¬ 
pany”  and,  with  their  pastor,  Rev.  Richard  Blin- 
man,  came  to  America  in  1638-40.  They  settled 
first  at  Green’s  Harbor,  now  Marshfield,  in  New 
Plymouth'  Colony.  But  religious  dissensions  aris¬ 
ing,  the  Rev.  Richard  Blinman,  Hugh,  and  others, 
removed  to  Gloucester.  Hugh  became  one  of  the 


first  Board  of  Selectmen,  and  in  1650  was  chosen 
deputy  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts 
Colony;  was  again  chosen  in  1651.  Later,  having 
changed  his  residence  to  where  Norwich  now 
stands,  he  was  again  chosen  as  a  deputy  from  that 
place  to  the  General  Court  ten  times.  He  had  six 
children,  four  girls  and  two  boys,  John  and  David. 

David  Calkins,  son  of  Hugh  and  Ann  Calkins, 
married  Mary  Bliss,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  sons  and  daughters,  one  of  whom  was  Jonathan, 
born  January  9,  1678,  who  served  as  lieutenant  in 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  was  the  ancestor  of 
Mrs.  Dolby  who  (by  his  services)  is  a  member 
of  Putnam  King  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Revolution,  and  through  the  services  of  her 
earlier  ancestors,  has  her  claim  based  for  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Colonial  Dames.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dolby 
are  the  parents  of  two  children,  a  daughter  and 
a  son :  x.  Marie,  who  married,  January  10,  1923, 
Harry  Smedley,  Jr.  2.  William  Frederick,  born 
July  19,  1917. 


CLAIR  LEE  PARK,  well  known  and  highly 
regarded  as  a  business  man  of  Ridgway,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  was  born  at  Osceola  Mills,  Clearfield 
County,  this  State,  February  8,  1885.  Mr.  Park’s 
father  was  Henry  Clay  Park,  born  in  Waverly, 
New  York,  July  12,  1849,  died  October  20,  1922. 
He  was  an  architect  during  all  of  his  business  ca¬ 
reer,  for  about  fifty  years,  in  Osceola  Mills,  this 
State,  and  then  in  Punxsutawney,  and  from  that 
location  he  came  to  Ridgway  in  1894.  He  was  the 
architect  of  many  important  buildings,  among 
them  the  residence  of  N.  T.  Arnold,  which  is  now 
the  Elk  County  Country  Club  of  Ridgway.  Mr. 
Park’s  mother,  Mary  Willamina  (Schoff)  Park, 
was  born  on  a  farm  in  what  is  now  known  as 
Beccaria,  this  State,  in  Clearfield  County.  She 
was  born  March  14,  1851,  and  is  still  living. 

Clair  L.  Park  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Ridgway,  Elk  County,  and  after  his  studies 
started  as  an  apprentice  in  the  plumbing  business 
in  1900.  After  mastering  this  trade  he  worked  at 
it  until  1911,  when  he  entered  business  for  him¬ 
self  in  Ridgway,  purchasing  the  enterprise  of  T. 
H.  Ledden,  with  whom  he  had  served  his  appren¬ 
ticeship.  He  remained  in  the  same  location,  at  No. 
200  Main  and  Mill  streets,  until  1924,  in  the  spring 
of  which  year  he  bought  property  at  No.  14  Mill 
Street,  remodeled  the  building  upon  it,  and  here  lo¬ 
cated  his  business.  The  enterprise  has  been  a  co- 
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partnership  since  Mr.  Park  took  it  over,  and 
consists  of  plumbing,  heating,  sheet  metal  work  and 
sporting  goods,  and  is  being  conducted  successfully. 
Mr.  Park  holds  a  majority  of  the  stock  of  the  busi¬ 
ness,  and  is  general  manager.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  belongs  to  all  Masonic  bodies,  in¬ 
cluding  Knapp  Commandery,  No.  40,  Knights 
Templar,  of  Ridgway,  the  Coudersport  Consistory, 
and  Zem  Zem  Shrine,  of  Erie  Pennsylvania.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  of  the  Knights  of  Malta.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Elk  County  Country  Club,  being  a 
member  of  the  green  committee,  and  to  the  Ridg¬ 
way  Country  Club.  In  religion  Mr.  Park  is  a 
member  of  Grace  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of 
Ridgway. 

On  December  30,  at  Ridgway,  in  1908,  Mr.  Park 
married  Katherine  May  Schick,  born  in  Ridgway, 
May  23,  1883,  daughter  of  Philip  Schick,  born  in 
Warren,  Wayne  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  January, 
1845,  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  in  Warren, 
August  24,  1924,  and  Amelia  Schick,  born  in  War¬ 
ren  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1847,  and  still  living. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Park  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Alice  Lenor,  born  in  Ridgway,  January  22, 
1914,  and  Jean,  born  in  Ridgway  May  23,  1920. 


MALCOLM  H.  SHICK— As  editor  and  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  “Sheffield  Observer,”  and  postmas¬ 
ter  of  Sheffield,  Pennsylvania,  Malcolm  H.  Shick 
plays  a  prominent  part  in  the  civic  life  of  that 
place.  He  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Wid- 
amyer)  Shick.  His  father,  a  native  of  Redbank 
Township,  Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania,  was  ac¬ 
tively  engaged  as  a  farmer  until  his  death  in  1913, 
and  was  a  Civil  War  veteran  and  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  Post  at  New  Beth¬ 
lehem,  having  served  with  Pennsylvania  troops 
with  the  rank  of  captain.  Mr.  Shick’s  mother 
was  born  in  Northampton  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  died  in  1869,  when  Mr.  Shick  was  but  two 
years  old. 

Malcolm  H.  Shick  was  bom  in  Redbank  Town¬ 
ship,  Clarion  County,  July  10,  1867,  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  local  public  schools.  After  leaving 
school  he  entered  the  printing  business  and  was 
employed  in  the  practical  work  of  printing  until 
1887.  He  then  launched  out  into  the  publishing 
business  for  himself,  purchasing  the  “Dayton 
News”  at  Dayton,  Pennsylvania,  which  he  man¬ 
aged  for  a  period  of  five  years.  After  another 


year  spent  in  the  printing  trade  he  purchased  an¬ 
other  newspaper,  the  “Marienville  Express,”  of 
Marienville,  Pennsylvania,  and  conducted  this 
paper  until  1901,  when  he  sold  out  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  came  to  Sheffield.  The  “Sheffield  Ob¬ 
server”  was  founded  by  Mr.  Shick  in  1902,  and 
has  been  published  by  him  ever  since.  It  is  a 
weekly  newspaper,  managed  in  up-to-date  fashion, 
and  is  very  highly  valued  by  the  community. 

Mr.  Shick  served  as  postmaster  of  Sheffield 
from  1912  to  1916,  and  in  1924  was  again  ap¬ 
pointed  postmaster  to  serve  until  1928.  He  is 
also  active  locally  as  president  and  a  director  of 
the  Home  Telephone  Company.  Fraternally  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  In¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Encamp¬ 
ment  ;  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
EHcs.  He  served  as  school  director  at  Marien¬ 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  for  two  terms.  His  favorite 
recreation  is  hunting. 

Mr.  Shick  married,  in  1888,  Emma  O.  Pontius, 
a  native  of  Dayton,  Pennsylvania,  who  died  in 
1924.  They  had  one  son :  Forest  E.  Shick,  of  fur¬ 
ther  mention. 

Forest  E.  Shick,  was  bom  in  Marienville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  March  24,  1897,  and  was  educated  in  the 
elementary  and  high  schools  of  Sheffield,  and  Hoff 
Business  College,  in  Warren,  Pennsylvania.  After 
leaving  school  he  worked  as  a  bookkeeper  for  a 
period  of  four  years.  In  1923  he  bought  an  inter¬ 
est  in  the  “Sheffield  Observer”  to  take  effect  in 
1924,  and  since  that  time  he  has  served  as  editor 
and  manager  of  the  paper.  Mr.  Shick  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  World  War,  August  9,  1916,  and 
served  with  the  56th  Pioneer  Infantry,  spending 
nine  months  overseas  with  the  American  Expe¬ 
ditionary  Force,  first  in  France  and  during  the  last 
five  months  with’  the  Army  of  Occupation  in  Ger¬ 
many.  He  was  discharged  June  25,  1919.  Mr. 
Shick  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion;  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Sheffield;  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons;  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  including  the  Encampment  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Shick  married,  in  1919,  Orabelle  Graham, 
born  in  Columbus,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  have  one 
child:  John  M.  Shick. 


BERT  B.  BOWEN — Among  the  men  well 
known  in  business  circles  in  Sheffield,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  the  nearby  city  of  Warren,  is  Bert  B. 
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Bowen,  manager  of  the  grocery  department  of 
Metzger  Wright  Company,  in  both  Sheffield  and 
Warren,  with  headquarters  in  the  Sheffield  store. 
Mr.  Bowen  is  the  son  of  Calvin  R.  Bowen,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  New  York  State,  engaged  as  a  tinsmith 
until  his  death  in  1921,  and  Francis  E.  (Bandfield) 
Bowen,  also  a  native  of  New  York  State,  who  is 
still  living. 

Bert  B.  Bowen  was  born  in  Hinsdale,  New  York, 
January  10,  1877,  and  educated  in  the  local  public 
schools.  After  leaving  school  he  went  to  work  in 
a  general  store  as  a  clerk  and  continued  in  this 
capacity  until  1899,  when  he  became  associated  with 
the  C.  H.  Smith  Company,  of  Sheffield,  and  the 
following  year  was  made  manager  of  their  grocery 
department.  In  1919,  C.  H.  Smith  Company  was 
merged  with  the  Metzger  Wright  Company  of 
Warren,  and  Mr.  Bowen  was  placed  in  charge  of 
the  grocery  department  at  Sheffield.  He  is  a  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Sheffield  National  Bank,  and  for  a 
short  time  served  as  postmaster  of  Sheffield  under 
appointment  of  President  Wilson,  but  resigned  to 
give  his  full  time  to  business.  Fraternally,  Mr. 
Bowen  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  the  Encampment,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
and  he  is  a  member,  also,  of  the  Sheffield  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in 
which  he  serves  on  the  official  board.  His  favorite 
hobbies  are  fishing  and  automobiling. 

Mr.  Bowen  married,  in  1902,  Nina  M.  Williams, 
a  native  of  Freedom,  New  York,  and  they  have  two 
children :  Margaret  E.  and  Adelaide  F. 


AUSTIN  B.  CARTER — Born  just  before  the 
Civil  War,  which  upset  general  business  conditions 
and  broke  down  private  fortunes,  a  period  full  of 
hardships  for  people  in  the  North  as  well  as  in  the 
South,  Austin  B.  Carter  conquered  adversity  and 
carved  out  of  difficult  conditions  success  for  him¬ 
self  and  happiness  for  his  family.  He  was  born 
in  Finley  Township,  about  four  miles  south  of 
Mercer,  Pennsylvania,  in  1859.  His  father,  Joseph 
Carter,  was  a  farmer.  From  his  mother,  Jane 
Carter,  he  received  the  gift  of  high  ideals  and  the 
stimulus  to  ambitious  endeavor.  Austin  B.  Car¬ 
ter  died  January  20,  1919,  leaving  a  large  circle 
of  friends  who  sorely  missed  the  kindly  man  they 
had  loved  so  well.  Mr.  Carter  began  his  business 
career  by  buying  and  operating  a  general  store  at 
Indian  Run,  a  small  village  south  of  Mercer, 


Pennsylvania,  when  he  was  twenty-three  years  old. 
In  1888  he  felt  experienced  enough  to  establish  a 
business  of  his  own,  and  he  selected  Mercer  as 
the  town  in  which  he  could  hope  for  profitable 
business.  He  opened  up  a  small  dry  goods  store, 
and  so  able  was  his  management,  so  popular  his 
personality,  that  the  store  grew  with  great  ra¬ 
pidity.  At  the  time  of  his  death  it  was  the  largest 
store  in  Mercer.  The  growth  was  largely  due  to 
his  delightful  personality.  Besides  being  very  alert, 
energetic,  and  quick  to  note  what  his  patrons 
wanted,  Mr.  Carter  made  friends  quickly  and 
easily  wherever  he  went.  In  addition  to  his  own 
business  at  the  height  of  its  success,  he  found  time 
to  act  as  director  in  the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’ 
Bank  and  in  the  Mercer  County  Trust  Company, 
where  his  shrewd  and  honest  judgment  was  much 
valued.  Mr.  Carter  had  educated  himself,  paying 
for  his  education  by  teaching  and  by  other  tem¬ 
porary  work,  and  he  had  graduated  from  Grove 
City  College  and  from  Iron  City  Business  College 
in  Pittsburgh.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Second  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Austin  B.  Carter  married  Emma  Montgomery, 
daughter  of  John  Montgomery,  a  farmer  of  Lees¬ 
burg.  Their  children  were:  Pearl  B.,  now  Mrs. 
Warden  of  Mount  Pleasant;  and  Hazel  M.,  now 
Mrs.  Gilkey,  of  Greenville. 


JOHN  DOOLY  CUTLER,  one  of  the  most 
public-spirited  citizens  of  Greenville,  was  born 
December  1,  1874,  in  Mercer  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  a  son  of  the  late  Albert  Demorest  Cutler, 
and  his  wife,  Nancy  (Raub)  Cutler,  now  living. 
The  father  was  a  machinist,  employed  many  years 
by  the  Bessemer  &  Lake  Erie  Railway  Company. 

John  D.  Cutler  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Alercer  County,  and  early  turned  his  talents  to 
newspaper  work,  becoming  one  of  the  editors  and 
publishers  of  the  Greenville  “Progress,”  with 
which  he  continued  until  1920,  when  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  publishing  interest  and  turned  his  at¬ 
tention  to  insurance  and  real  estate  operations, 
in  which  he  has  achieved  gratifying  success.  His 
long  acquaintance  with  the  public  established  his 
reputation  for  just  and  courteous  dealing,  and 
he  found  a  clientele  which  placed  confidence  in 
him;  his  fairness  and  reliability  were  never 
doubted,  and  he  was  able  to  establish  profitable 
relations  from  the  beginning.  Mr.  Cutler  is  a 
director  of  the  Community  Savings  Bank,  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  in  whose 
good  works  he  is  a  faithful  participator,  and  of 
numerous  clubs,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
the  Kiwanis  Club,  of  which  he  is  a  director  and 
chairman  of  committee;  Greenville  Country  Club, 
Pittsburgh  Press  Club,  the  Pen  and  Pencil  Club, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  Greenville  Motor  Club. 

Mr.  Cutler  married,  November  i,  1904,  in  Green¬ 
ville,  Nell  R.  Patton,  daughter  of  Henry  Patton 
and  his  late  wife,  Clara  (Mong)  Patton,  of 
Greenville. 


ELISHA  ROBINSON,  JR.— There  is  located 
in  the  lively,  industrial  city  of  Warren,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  an  enterprising  concern,  unique  in  the  proc¬ 
esses  it  employs  and  of  importance  in  the  service 
it  renders — the  Pavania  Oil  Company,  compound¬ 
ers  of  oil — of  which  Elisha  Robinson,  Jr.,  a  com¬ 
paratively  young  man,  well  versed  in  the  oil  trade, 
is  president.  The  Pavania  Oil  Company  is  the 
only  concern  in  Warren  County  that  carries  on  its 
special  line  of  business.  It,  therefore,  has  a  large 
field  in  which  to  operate,  having  built  up  a  highly 
valued  patronage  among  the  jobbers  of  oil  and 
among  those  to  whom  it  renders  service  in  the 
matter  of  compounding.  The  Pavania  Company, 
since  it  was  taken  over  by  Mr.  Robinson  and  his 
associates,  has  filled  a  large  place  in  the  indus¬ 
trial  life  of  the  county,  particularly  in  the  oil  field. 

Elisha  Robinson,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Parker’s 
Landing,  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  Janu¬ 
ary  24,  1886,  the  son  of  Samuel  Truby  and  Emily 
(Leonard)  Robinson.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Armstrong  County,  was  for  years  engaged  in  the 
oil-producing  business,  and  also  carries  on  farm¬ 
ing.  His  mother,  also  born  in  Armstrong  County, 
is  living  with  her  husband  on  their  farm.  The 
son,  Elisha,  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of 
Parker's  Landing,  and  was  made  ready  for  enter¬ 
ing  college  at  the  Washington  and  Jefferson  Pre¬ 
paratory  School.  He  studied  at  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College  for  one  year,  going  thence  to 
Allegheny  College,  in  which  he  spent  two  years. 
On  leaving  college  he  elected  to  engage  in  the  oil 
business,  and  learned  it  in  all  its  ramifications. 
Thus  equipped,  he  was  prepared  to  enter  the  oil 
field  as  a  proprietor  of  some  department  of  the 
business.  There  was  established  at  Warren  in  1914 
by  M.  W.  and  L.  W.  Dennison  the  Pavania  Oil 
Company,  situated  at  No.  21  Irvine  Street.  This 
concern  was  conducted  with  varying  success  by 


the  founders  until  1917.  In  that  year  there  was 
brought  about  a  change  of  control  of  the  concern — 
Elisha  Robinson,  Jr.,  became  president,  and  Sam¬ 
uel  P.  Ostergood,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The 
company  employs  fifteen  hands,  who  are  well 
trained  in  the  processes  used  by  the  concern  in  its 
operations.  The  company  receives  oil  from  re¬ 
fineries  throughout  the  country,  and  assembles 
the  oils  at  the  Pavania  plant,  where  they  are  com¬ 
pounded  into  the  proper  consistency  or  specific 
gravity  for  use  as  lubricants  for  whatever  purpose 
is  desired.  Jobbers  in  oils  and  lubricants,  and 
those  who  receive  the  service  of  the  Pavania  Com¬ 
pany  constitute  the  valuable  good  will  which  the 
concern  enjoys.  The  fine  reputation  of  the  com¬ 
pany  and  its  official  head  is  a  fixed  asset  in  its 
county-wide  operations. 

Mr.  Robinson  is  a  member  of  all  the  York  and 
Scottish  Rite  bodies  of  Freemasonry,  and  of  the 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  Noble's  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  United  Commercial  Trav¬ 
elers’  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  and  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  of  Warrren.  His  clubs  are  the  Lions 
and  the  Conewango  Valley  Country.  He  is  an  at¬ 
tendant  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Warren.  His 
diversions  from  the  arduous  demands  of  a  busi¬ 
ness  life  are  taken  in  the  hunt  and  with  the  rod. 

Mr.  Robinson  married,  in  1909,  Mary  Louise 
O’Donnell,  of  Warren,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Catherine  Ann. 


ERSKINE  JAMES  MILLER  — Active  and 
distinguished  in  politics  of  his  town,  having  been 
mayor  of  Franklin,  Erskine  James  Miller  was  born 
at  Eau  Claire,  Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  March 
24,  i860,  a  son  of  James  Erskine  and  Susanna 
(Dumell)  Miller,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
His  father,  a  farmer,  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War,  in  which  he  served  with  distinction. 

Mr.  Miller’s  early  education  was  acquired  in 
the  public  schools  of  Butler  County,  after  his 
courses  in  which  he  became  a  student  at  Grove 
City  College,  Grove  City,  this  State,  and  was  duly 
graduated.  His  aim  was  education,  and  he  became 
a  teacher,  following  that  vocation  for  a  period  of 
twenty-two  years.  He  has  been  connected  with 
various  industrial  enterprises,  but  is  now  postmas¬ 
ter  of  Franklin,  having  been  appointed  by  President 
Coolidge  on  December  12,  1924,  to  that  office. 

In  politics  Mr.  Miller  is  a  Republican.  He 
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served  as  councilman  of  Franklin  for  thirteen 
years,  and  was  elected  mayor  of  Franklin,  and  he 
had  served  for  three  years  in  that  office  when  he 
was  appointed  to  the  postmastership,  whereupon  he 
resigned  his  place  as  mayor.  Mr.  Miller  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  In  religion  he  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Frank¬ 
lin.  He  has  been  prominent  in  the  civic  affairs  of 
Franklin,  and  is  highly  esteemed  as  a  citizen,  alive 
to  all  the  needs  of  his  community. 

In  April,  1885,  at  Parker’s  Landing,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Mr.  Miller  married  Margaret  Hulings,  a 
daughter  of  Alfred  Hulings.  She  is  a  cousin  of 
General  Hulings,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  Advisory  Board  at  the  time  of  his  death 
in  1924,  and  who  had  served  as  a  member  of  Con¬ 
gress.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  the  parents  of 
two  daughters,  Josephine  Hulings  Miller  and 
Susan  Hamilton  Miller,  who  are  residing  at  home. 


EMMETT  BRADLEY  LACY— Among  the 
prominent  citizens  of  the  borough  of  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  is  Emmett  Bradley  Lacy,  a  retired 
agriculturist,  and  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  hon¬ 
ored  pioneer  family  of  that  section  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth.  His  immediate  ancestors  were  hardy 
men  of  the  finest  pioneer  stamp,  who  came  and 
settled  in  what  is  now  Warren  when  the  surround¬ 
ing  country  was  little  more  than  a  wilderness. 
Lumbering  on  a  large  scale  served  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  vocation  of  the  family  for  two  generations 
preceding  Mr.  Lacy’s,  but  when  he  reached  man’s 
estate  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  to  fine  ad¬ 
vantage  until  the  year  1921,  when  he  disposed  of 
the  old  family  farm,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
been  living  retired  in  Warren,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Lacy’s  grandfather  was  Nathan  Lacy,  a 
native  of  Penn  Yan,  Yates  ,  County,  New  York 
State,  who  came  to  Warrren,  Pennsylvania,  with 
his  family  and  became  one  of  the  pioneer  lumber¬ 
men  of  that  section  of  the  State.  He  was  married 
in  New  York  State  to  Frances  (Genung)  Lacy, 
and  they  both  died  at  advanced  ages  in  Warren. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
George;  Elmer,  of  whom  further;  Benjamin  F. ; 
Isaac  G. ;  Barnette;  and  Jane  B. 

Elmer  Lacy,  father  of  Emmett  Bradley  Lacy, 
of  whom  this  biographical  review,  was  born  in 
Penn  Yan,  Yates  County,  New  York  State,  in  the 
year  1824,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age  accom¬ 


panied  his  parents  and  their  other  children  to 
'Warren,  Pennsylvania.  He,  like  his  father  before 
him,  was  a  well-known  lumberman,  and  operated 
on  a  large  scale.  He  did  not  follow  farming,  but 
purchased  as  a  homestead  a  large  farm  of  one 
hundred  acres  from  his  brother,  Isaac  G.  Lacy. 
This  farm  was  situated  at  Glade,  Pennsylvania, 
which  community  is  now  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  the  borough  of  Warren.  While  most  of 
his  time  was  devoted  to  his  lumbering  interests, 
yet  he  found  time  to  take  an  active  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  his  town.  He  was  a  stockholder  in  the 
old  Dunkirk  Railroad,  and  was  one  of  that  group 
of  men  that  built  the  old  suspension  bridge  across 
the  Allegheny  River  at  Warren.  He  met  with  an 
accidental  death  at  one  of  his  many  saw  mills 
in  the  year  1877.  He  had  married  Malvina  J. 
Genung,  who  was  born  at  Corydon,  Warren 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  at  the  family  home¬ 
stead  in  Glade  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
Elmer  and  Malvina  J.  (Genung)  Lacy  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children,  as  follows :  Emmett  Bradley, 
of  whom  further;  Gertrude;  Clarence ;  and  Fran¬ 
cis,  the  last  three  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 

Emmett  Bradley  Lacy,  eldest  of  the  four  chil¬ 
dren  of  Elmer  and  Malvina  J.  (Genung)  Lacy,  was 
born  at  Barnes,  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania,  on 
April  30,  1853.  His  early  education  was  acquired 
in  the  public  schools  of  Sheffield  and  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  following  which  he  attended  the 
Collegiate  School  at  Jamestown,  New  York. 
Upon  completion  of  his  scholastic  work  he  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper  in  Forest  County, 
Pennsylvania,  continuing  in  this  capacity  for  two 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  to 
Glade,  and  took  over  the  management  of  his 
father’s  farm,  and  after  the  latter’s  accidental  death 
he  continued  as  manager  of  the  farm  for  his  mother. 
Upon  her  death  he  fell  heir  to  the  farm,  which 
was  yearly  becoming  more  and  more  valuable  as 
the  town  of  Warren  kept  building  steadily  nearer 
it.  It  was  not  long  before  building  operations  had 
crept  up  to  his  very  boundary  lines  and  at  this  time 
Mr.  Lacy  was  prevailed  upon  to  dispose  of  a  few 
of  his  acres  to  be  cut  up  into  building  lots.  The 
majority  of  his  hundred  acres,  however,  he  held 
until  1921,  at  which  time  he  sold  the  rest  of  his 
farm  to  Skelton  &  Chapman,  which  firm  is  de¬ 
veloping  the  tract,  laying  out  streets,  and  marking 
it  off  into  building  lots.  Mr.  Lacy  reserved  for 
his  own  uses  a  small  part  of  the  farm  upon  which 
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he  has  erected  an  attractive  bungalow,  and  has 
lived  here  retired  since  disposing  of  his  real  estate 
holdings.  Mr.  Lacy  served  as  supervisor  of  Glade 
Township  before  it  was  taken  into  the  borough  of 
Warren,  and  at  the  present  time  (1926)  he  is  serv¬ 
ing  as  a  member  of  Council  for  the  Ninth  Ward 
of  Warren. 

Emmett  Bradley  Lacy  was  married,  at  James¬ 
town,  New  York,  on  October  13,  1880,  to  Ellen 
Howard,  who  was  born  in  Warren,  Pennsylvania, 
the  daughter  of  Willard  F.  and  Elizabeth  (Mac- 
Williams)  Howard.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lacy  have  no 
children.  Mr.  Lacy  is  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church.  They  reside  on  North 
Marion  Street,  off  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  East, 
Warren,  Pennsylvania. 


MARSHALL  C.  PARSHALI^-To  the  effi¬ 
cient  direction  of  the  affairs  of  his  office  as  post¬ 
master  at  Warren,  Mr.  Parshall  has  brought  a 
valued  experience  both  in  civic  and  industrial  mat¬ 
ters.  Pronouncedly  popular  and  able  as  a  direc¬ 
tor  in  representative  business  concerns,  he  satisfac¬ 
torily  fulfills  the  requirements  demanded  of  the 
courteous  and  genial  public  servant.  He  is  the  son 
of  Edwin  W.  Parshall,  who  was  born  in  Triumph 
Township,  Warren  County,  and  engaged  in  the 
production  of  oil  and  refining  until  his  retirement, 
and  Belle  (Waters)  Parshall,  a  native  of  Warren, 
who  died  in  1897. 

Marshall  C.  Parshall  was  born  August  27,  1877, 
in  Pleasantville,  Venango  County,  and  he  attended 
the  Hill  School,  of  Pottstown.  From  the  Shef¬ 
field  Scientific  School,  Yale  University,  in  the  class 
of  1900,  he  obtained  his  Bachelor  of  Philosophy 
degree.  Completing  his  education  he  followed 
civil  engineering;  since  1902  he  has  been  interested 
in  the  oil-producing  business,  and  he  is  now  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Seneca  Oil 
Company,  of  Warren.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
served  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Republi¬ 
can,  County  Committee,  and  for  two  terms  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Warren  Borough  Council.  He 
is  now  the  postmaster  of  Warren;  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Citizens’ 
National  Bank,  and  of  the  Carnegie  Refining  Com¬ 
pany. 

%  In  military  activities,  Mr.  Parshall  served  three 
years  in  the  16th  Regiment  of  the  Pennsylvania 
National  Guard,  as  sergeant-major  of  the  3d  Bat¬ 


talion,  from  1905  to  1908.  Fraternally,  he  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  all  bodies  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  in  both  the  York  and  Scottish  Rite,  and  in¬ 
cluding  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine;  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks ;  and  he  is  a  past  president  of  the 
Conewango  Valley  Country  Club,  and  a  member  of 
Conewango,  Kiwanis,  and  Conewango  Fishing 
Clubs;  his  hobbies  are  golf,  fishing,  and  baseball. 
He  is  a  communicant  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church. 

Marshall  C.  Parshall  married,  December  30, 1909, 
Bertha  Gemmill,  who  was  born  in  Warren. 


CHARLES  H.  HENDERSON— Though  an 
expert  machinist  and  toolmaker  by  trade,  and  at 
different  times  identified  with  other  lines  of  busi¬ 
ness,  Charles  H.  Henderson,  of  Bradford,  is  best 
known  not  only  in  that  city  but  elsewhere,  for  his 
many  years  service  as  a  fire  fighter.  He  has  been 
fire  chief  at  Bradford  for  many  years,  and  had 
his  first  experience  with  a  volunteer  fire  depart¬ 
ment  in  Titusville,  when  a  boy. 

He  was  born  at  Rochester,  New  York,  October 
8,  1861.  His  father,  Robert  Henderson,  a  native 
of  the  historic  city  of  Paisley,  Scotland,  came  to 
the  United  States,  and  lived  at  Rochester  until  his 
death.  He  married  Martha  Gamble,  who,  after  his 
death  became  the  wife  of  P.  T.  Langworthy;  she 
resided  in  Rochester  until  1877,  when  she  moved 
and  settled  in  Bradford,  Pennsylvania. 

Charles  H.  Henderson  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Rochester,  New  York;  and  Titus¬ 
ville,  Pennsylvania;  and  at  Titusville  learned  the 
trades  of  blacksmith  and  toolmaker.  As  a  skilled 
mechanic  he  followed  his  trade  not  only  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  but  in  some  of  the  large  industries  at  St. 
Louis,  Missouri ;  Detroit,  Michigan ;  and  Buffalo, 
New  York. 

On  February  7,  1877,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he 
became  a  torch  boy  with  the  Bloss  Hose  Com¬ 
pany  No.  6,  in  the  Titusville  Volunteer  Fire  De¬ 
partment.  While  living  at  Titusville,  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  from  time  to  time,  and  eventually  became 
chief  of  the  fire  department,  serving  three  years 
from  1889-91.  Mr.  Henderson,  in  1903,  removed 
to  Bradford.  During  1905-06  he  was  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pennsylvania,  as  manager  of  one  of  the 
stores  of  Power  &  Henry,  wholesale  and  retail 
dealers  in  phonographs.  After  returning  to  Brad- 
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ford  he  formed  a  businesss  assosciation  for  one 
year,  with  J.  L.  Andrews. 

In  April,  1908,  Mr.  Henderson  was  made  chief 
of  the  Bradford  Fire  Department.  During  his 
seventeen  years  in  office  the  fire  department  has 
been  completely  transformed  in  equipment,  per¬ 
sonnel,  and  general  efficiency.  The  Central  station 
was  built  and  all  the  equipment  has  been  motorized. 
The  first  motor  truck  was  introduced  July  6,  1911, 
and  in  1919,  all  the  horse-drawn  apparatus  were 
eliminated.  Mr.  Henderson  deserves  and  receives 
great  credit  for  the  leadership  and  influence  he  has 
exercised  in  making  the  Bradford  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment  one  of  the  best  in  the  State.  He  has  been 
prominent  among  fire  fighters’  organizations,  hav¬ 
ing  filled  important  committees  with  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Association  of  Fire  Engineers,  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Firemen’s  Association,  and  the  In¬ 
ternational  Association  of  Municipal  Electricians. 

At  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  in  1884,  Mr.  Henderson 
married  Margaret  Elisia  Gamble,  daughter  of  Da¬ 
vid  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Conway)  Gamble.  Three 
children  were  born  to  their  marriage :  Roscoe, 
Frederick  and  Charles  H.,  Jr.,  all  of  whom  died 
young.  Mr.  Henderson  is  affiliated  with  Shepherd 
Lodge,  No.  463,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  the 
Aaron  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  the  Royal 
and  Select  Masters,  all  at  Titusville;  the  Loyal 
Order  of  Moose ;  and  the  Bradford  Board  of  Com¬ 
merce. 


HAROLD  K.  LUNDBERG — Occupying  from 
the  very  beginning  a  high  place  in  the  community 
of  Mount  Jewett  by  reason  of  the  prominence  of 
his  family,  Harold  K.  Lundberg  has,  by  industry, 
ability  and  enterprise  hewed  out  his  own  place, 
none  the  less  high  and  the  focus  of  high  esteem. 

Mr.  Lundberg  is  the  founder,  owner  and  editor 
of  the  “Mount  Jewett  Echo,’’  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
fluential  weeklies  in  the  county;  he  is  a  noted  club 
and  fraternal  member  and  one  of  the  leaders  of 
Mount  Jewett,  society.  Though  the  son  of  a  pub¬ 
lic  official  of  the  borough,  Mr.  Lundberg  has  rig¬ 
orously  eschewed  politics  and  refused  public  office 
in  order  to  keep  his  newspaper  enterprise  untram¬ 
meled  and  unbiased. 

Harold  K.  Lundberg  was  born  in  Jamestown, 
New  York,  June  2,  1887,  the  son  of  Sextus  Lund¬ 
berg,  a  descendant  of  an  old  American  family  of 
Swedish  origin,  who,  two  years  after  his  son’s 
birth,  moved  to  Mount  Jewett,  became  a  vital  part 


of  the  community  and  later  justice  of  the  peace 
and  assessor. 

Harold  K.  Lundberg  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Mount  Jewett  and  he  learned  the 
printing  trade  in  the  borough.  In  1899,  he  entered 
the  trade  as  an  actual  workman  and  later  became 
a  business  man.  In  1911  he  opened  a  job  printing 
shop  in  Mount  Jewett,  and  in  1921  founded  the 
“Mount  Jewett  Echo,”  a  weekly,  which  he  prints 
to-day  in  addition  to  his  job  printing  plant. 

Mr.  Lundberg  is  a  member  of  the  Mount  Jewett 
Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of 
which  lodge  he  is  a  Past  Grand ;  and  he  is  a  char¬ 
ter  member  of  the  Mount  Jewett  unit  of  the 
Patriotic  Order,  Sons  of  America,  of  which  unit 
he  was  given  the  honor  of  past  president  at  its  in¬ 
stitution.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Mount  Jewett 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  His  church  is  the  Swed¬ 
ish  Lutheran,  of  Mount  Jewett. 

Mr.  Lundberg  married  Nina  Short,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Short,  Sr.,  in  Oneida,  New 
York,  June  25,  1908. 


FREDERICK  J.  KEISER,  since  1919  one  of 
the  aldermen  of  Sharon,  and  extremely  active 
in  municipal  concerns,  is  the  son  of  Frederick  and 
Marguerite  (Finzel)  Keiser,  the  father  a  miner. 

Mr.  Keiser  was  born  in  Hickory  Township, 
Mercer  County,  Pennsylvania,  November  9,  1869, 
and  was  educated  in  the  local  public  schools.  His 
career  has  been  a  varied  one,  including  successes 
in  the  restaurant,  telephone  and  wholesale  liquor 
business.  During  the  Spanish-American  War  Mr. 
Keiser  served  as  a  sergeant  in  the  15th  Company, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  has  made 
for  himself  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances  ;  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Loyal  Order  of 
Moose.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Reformed 
Church.  By  political  alignment  Mr.  Keiser  is  a 
staunch  Republican,  and  has  served  his  party  and 
the  town-at-large  on  the  Board  of  Aldermen  since 
1919,  holding  the  confidence  of  all  local  groups 
as  regards  his  sincere  interest  in  the  well  being  of 
the  people  of  Sharon. 

Mr.  Keiser  married,  in  Mercer  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  November  20,  1896,  Elizabeth  Miller, 

daughter  of  Mathias  and  Katherine  (Foltz)  Mil¬ 
ler  ;  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children :  Kath¬ 
erine ;  Frederick  M. ;  Thomas  Elliott,  and  Paul  J. 
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OGDEN  E.  LAY- — In  the  proprietorship  of 
Canoe  Place  Inn,  at  Port  Allegany,  Mr.  Lay,  who 
has  the  valued  assistance  of  Mrs.  Lay,  has  be¬ 
stowed  upon  the  interests  of  that  popular’  hostelry 
the  same  degree  of  business-like  care  and  enter¬ 
prise  that  were  the  means  of  securing  success  in 
earlier  business  ventures  upon  other  lines.  Both 
in  this  State  and  in  the  South,  Mr.  Lay  has  to  his 
record  many  years  of  most  satisfactory  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  manufacturer;  he  comes  of  an  indus¬ 
trious  and  long-established  family ;  and  he  is  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  at  Port  Allegany,  where  he 
has  his  home  and  present  place  of  business.  He  is 
the  son  of  George  G.  Lay,  who  was  born  in  Con¬ 
necticut  and  removing  to  New  York  State,  mar¬ 
ried  there  and  went  to  Michigan,  where  he  carried 
on  his  trade  of  cabinet  maker ;  he  also  had  a  fur¬ 
niture  store  and  engaged  in  the  undertaking  busi¬ 
ness.  After  a  time,  returning  to  New  York  State, 
he  settled  in  Madison  County  and  died  there  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  married  Emily  Og¬ 
den,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Ogden,  of  a  family  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Binghamton,  New  York,  and 
she  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Ogden  B.  Lay  was  born  January  12,  1849,  in 
Michigan,  and  with  the  removal  of  his  parents 
to  Hamilton,  New  York,  he  attended  the  public 
schools  in  that  township,  afterwards  entering  the 
employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  In  1868  he 
removed  to  Cameron,  in  this  State,  as  station  agent, 
spending  two  years  there  and  the  two  following 
years  in  Elk  County,  when  he  removed  to  Kane,  in 
McKean  County,  where  he  was  employed  as  sta¬ 
tion  agent  nine  years.  In  1897  he  began  to  en¬ 
gage  in  mercantile,  lumbering  and  manufacturing 
pursuits,  and  then  removing  to  Port  Allegany,  he 
there  established  a  manufacturing  business  with 
butter  dishes  as  a  product,  and  with  branch  fac¬ 
tories  at  Potter  County  and  in  Virginia.  Retir¬ 
ing  from  those  activities  in  1916  he  then  returned 
to  Port  Allegany,  and  in  September  of  1924, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lay  opened  their  hostelry,  Canoe 
Place  Inn,  a  modern  inn  with  up-to-date  equip¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Lay  was  a  charter  member  of  Kane 
Lodge,  No.  566,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
with  his  removal  to  Port  Allegany,  he  transferred 
to  Liberty  Lodge,  No.  505,  where  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  and  of  the 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters, 

Ogden  B.  Lay  married  (first)  Blanch  E.  Hall, 
daughter  of  David  T.  Hall,  of  Kane;  she  died  in 


1913,  leaving  four  children:  1.  Flora,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Walter  K.  Christie,  living  in  Chicago,  Illi¬ 
nois.  2.  Oakley,  who  married  Mary  White,  re¬ 
siding  in  Norfolk,  Virginia.  3.  Edward  G.,  who 
died  in  infancy.  4.  Elisha  K.,  who  resides  in  Phil¬ 
adelphia.  Mr.  Lay  married  (second),  in  1916, 
Mrs.  Maxwell  Shultz,  daughter  of  Rinaldo  C. 
Gay  lor. 


GORDON  SEWELL  STUDHOLME— A 

thoroughgoing  official  in  his  postmastership  of 
Port  Allegany,  Mr.  Studholme  has  exemplified 
the  same  principles  of  businesss  integrity  that  has 
distinguished  him  in  his  activities  in  other  civic 
offices.  His  continuous  public-spirited  interest  in 
all  matters  that  pertain  to  the  welfare  of  Port 
Allegany,  and  his  prominence  and  success  in  his 
vocation  of  pharmacist  and  druggist  have  for 
years  kept  Mr.  Studholme  favorably  before  the 
public  eye.  Approved  in  office  and  in  his  upright 
citizenship,  he  possesses  those  qualifications  that 
inevitably  make  for  success  and  enduring  popu¬ 
larity.  He  is  the  son  of  Allan  and  Priscilla 
(Stern)  Studholme.  His  father,  Allan  Studholme, 
was  a  very  prominent  citizen  of  the  Province  of 
Ontaria,  Canada;  a  member  of  Parliament,  and 
the  first  to  be  elected  on  the  Labor  ticket.  He 
served  three  terms  and  died  while  in  office. 

Gordon  Sewell  Studholme  was  born  August  16, 
1877,  at  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada,  where  he  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools,  afterwards  graduating 
at  the  Ontario  College  of  Pharmacy  with  the  class 
of  1899.  He  then  removed  to  Port  Allegany, 
where  he  was  employed  as  a  druggist’s  clerk  for 
J.  H.  Williams  for  two  years,  afterwards  pur¬ 
chasing  the  pharmacy  of  A.  N.  Smith,  which  he 
conducted  for  five  years.  He  then  purchased  the 
interests  of  the  J.  H.  Williams  store,  where  he 
was  at  first  employed,  and  consolidated  the  two 
stores  under  the  firm  name  Studholme  Brothers, 
with  his  brother,  Foster  P.  Studholme,  as  a  part¬ 
ner.  Mr.  Studholme  sold  out  this  business  in 
1919.  In  1921  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Port  Allegany,  a  second-class  office,  that  he  fills 
with  credit  to  the  public  and  to  his  own  ability. 

Mr.  Studholme  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
has  served  thirteen  years  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board,  of  which  he  was  treasurer  five 
years.  He  was  formerly  president  of  the  Busi¬ 
ness  Men’s  Association  of  Port  Allegany.  His 
fraternal  affiliations  are  with  Liberty  Lodge,  No. 
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505,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  Arnold  Chapter, 
No.  254,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Potter  Commandery, 
No.  69  Knights  Templar;  and  Jaffa  Temple,  An¬ 
cient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
of  Altoona.  He  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Joseph’s 
Episcopal  Church. 

Gordon  Sewell  Studholme  married,  September, 
1904,  at  Smethport,  Josephine  Holder,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Lydia  Holder;  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  daughters :  Margaret  and  Mary. 


JOHN  JACKSON,  JR.  — One  of  the  most 
successful  oil  producers  of  Pennsylvania,  and  one 
of  the  most  widely  known  men  in  McKean  County 
is  John  Jackson,  Jr.,  of  Gilmore.  Mr.  Jackson 
was  born  at  North  Adams,  Massachusetts,  June 
19,  1863,  the  son  of  John  Jackson,  who  was  born 
in  England,  and  came  to  America  in  1856.  He 
was  a  boss  weaver  for  a  time  at  North  Adams. 
He  made  his  first  trip  to  the  oil  fields  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  1865,  but  returned  to  North  Adams. 
In  1876  he  moved  to  Middletown,  Butler  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  made  the  State  his  permanent 
home.  He  remained  in  Butler  County  for  eight¬ 
een  months ;  passed  a  year  in  Kansas,  and  returned 
to  Gilmore,  Foster  Township;  and  in  1886  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  oil  producing  business,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  until  1907,  when  he  retired.  He  lived  in 
retirement  until  February  25,  1924.  He  married 
Ellen  Horn,  who  died  in  1896.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jackson  were  the  parents  of  two  children :  John, 
Jr.,  of  whom  further;  and  James,  who  is  living  in 
California. 

John  Jackson,  Jr.,  attended  the  public  schools. 
He  has  passed  his  life  in  the  oil  producing  busi¬ 
ness,  being  first  associated  with  his  father,  but  in 
1907  he  bought  out  his  father’s  lease,  which  is  in 
a  fine  location  at  Gilmore,  and  contains  twenty- 
nine  producing  wells.  He  erbcted  a  fine  house, 
which  was  ready  in  1923. 

Mr.  Jackson  married  Margaret  Schneider, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Schneider,  of  Dubois,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  who  died  at  Gilmore,  October  6,  1923,  at 
the  age  of  forty.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  were  the 
parents  of  two  children :  Louis  A.,  now  assisting 
his  father;  and  Henry  James. 


ELMER  E.  SIMMONS — Established  upon  a 
firm  business  basis  and  with  an  increasingly  pros¬ 
perous  outlook,  the  Simmons  Lumber  and  Con¬ 
struction  Company,  Incorporated,  at  Indiana,  has 


extensive  interests  in  this  section  of  the  State, 
its  president  and  founder,  Elmer  E.  Simmons,  a 
practical  contractor  and  lumber  dealer,  having  the 
regard  and  confidence  of  the  citizenship  both  of 
Indiana  and  of  Johnstown,  where  he  had  long  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  sawmill  business  and  as  a  general 
merchant.  He  is  a  son  of  William  Simmons,  a 
farmer,  of  Cambria  County,  who  died  in  1885,  and 
Eliza  (Harmon)  Simmons,  who  died  in  1911. 

Elmer  E.  Simmons  was  born  January  28,  1863, 
in  Cambria  County,  where1  he  attended  the  public 
schools.  He  then  started  out  upon  a  business  ca¬ 
reer,  and  for  nine  years  he  was  proprietor  of  a 
general  merchandise  store  at  Johnstown;  after¬ 
wards  turning  his  attention  to  the  lumber  and  the 
saw  mill  interests,  he  engaged  in  those  lines  for 
six  years,  and  until  1923  was  active  in  building  by 
contract.  While  a  resident  of  Johnstown,  also,  he 
assisted;  in  the  organization  of  the  Merchants’  As¬ 
sociation,  and  he  served  as  its  second  president. 

Mr.  Simmons  removed  to  Indiana  in  1923,  and 
he  there  established  the  Simmons  Lumber  and  Con¬ 
struction  Company,  Incorporated,  the  incorporation 
being  effected  in  April,  1925.  He  conducts  a  retail 
lumber  and  planing  mill  enterprise  that  does  a 
business  within  a  radius  of  twenty  miles ;  and  the 
concern  itself,  although  comparatively  new  in  point 
of  service  in  Indiana,  has  the  record  of  a  steady 
and  pleasing  growth  since  it  was  started.  The  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  corporation  are:  Elmer  E.  Simmons, 
president ;  Edna  S.  Metzler,  vice-president ;  N.  B. 
Simmons,  treasurer ;  Beatrice  E.  Brown,  secretary. 

Politically,  Mr.  Simmons  gives  his  allegiance  to 
the  Democratic  party,  and  he  served  for  several 
years  as  a  county  school  director.  Fraternally,  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Protected  Home  Circle,  and 
his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  United  Brethren, 

Elmer  E.  Simmons  married,  in  1887,  Nora  H. 
Grumline,  of  Westmoreland  County,  daughter  of 
John  Grumline,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  under 
General  Lee,  who  died  in  1914,  and  Lucy  A.  (Heil¬ 
man)  Grumline.  Their  children :  Edna  L.,  who 
married  H.  E.  Metzler;  Walter  S.,  who  married 
Ann  M.  Anderson ;  Hazel  Ruth ;  Beatrice  E.,  who 
married  Ralph  Van  Altyne  Brown. 


EARL  GARFIELD  REAMER— The  main 

activity  of  the  business  life  of  Mr.  Reamer,  that 
of  oil  production,  receives  its  full  attention  in  the 
management  of  the  Franklin  Oil  Works,  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  responsibility  for  which  he  is  specially 
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fitted  through  his  training  and  experience  in  the 
great  oil-producing  region.  Born  and  bred  in 
Franklin,  he  has  always  maintained  there  his  busi¬ 
ness  and  civic  interests.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob 
William  and  Annie  (Tinstman)  Reamer.  Jacob 
William  Reamer,  an  oil  producer  and  refiner,  was 
a  member  of  the  Franklin  City  Council,  and  is  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War;  he  was  a  member  of 
Company  K,  211th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Vol¬ 
unteers,  3d  Division  of  the  9th  Army  Corps. 

Earl  Garfield  Reamer  was  born  March  5,  1881, 
at  Franklin,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools, 
and  afterwards  graduated  from  Oil  City  Business 
College.  Mr.  Reamer’s  fraternal  affiliations  are 
with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Commandery,  Knights  Templar ;  the 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  thirty-second  de¬ 
gree;  and  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Frank¬ 
lin  and  Washington  clubs ;  and  his  religious  faith 
is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Earl  Garfield  Reamer  married,  August  14,  1913, 
at  Franklin,  Stella  Barbara  Bell,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  M.  Bell,  son  of  John  and  Barbara  Ann 
(Parker)  Bell,  and  Alice  Mary  (Ladds)  Bell, 
daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Graham)  Ladds. 
Stella  Barbara  Bell,  who  taught  in  Franklin  High 
and  Lincoln  High,  of  Portland,  Oregon,  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Vassar  College,  with  her  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree,  a  member  of  the  Vassar  Asssociate  Alum¬ 
nae,  and  she  is  a  member  of  the  Franklin  School 
Board  She  is  a  member  of  the  Wednesday  Club, 
the  Franklin  Club,  and  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reamer  are  the  parents  of 
two  children :  Barbara  Ann,  who  was  born  Febru¬ 
ary  27,  1919;  and  Richard  Daniel,  who  was  born 
August  26,  1921. 


HARRY  ANDERSON  HEILMAN— For 

more  than  twenty-five  years  Harry  Anderson  Heil¬ 
man  has  been  building  a  superstructure  of  marked 
success  as  a  lawyer  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  particularly  in  the  city  of  Kittanning  and  the 
region  dominated  by  that  thriving  community  has 
he  come  to  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most 
learned  members  of  the  bar.  His  practice  has 
taken  him  into  broad  and  various  fields,  ramify¬ 
ing  through  municipal  procedure  to  solicitorships 
or  important  financial,  industrial,  and  other  cor¬ 
porate  bodies  and  enterprises.  As  a  counsellor  in 
his  office,  as  attorney  and  adviser  in  the  meetings 


of  directors  of  great  corporations,  and  as  a  pleader 
of  causes  at  the  bar,  his  ability  is  acknowledged  to 
be  of  very  high  standard ;  private,  public  and  cor¬ 
porate  interests  repose  implicit  confidence  in  his 
professional  skill. 

Harry  Anderson  Heilman  was  born  in  Kittan¬ 
ning,  Pennsylvania,  September  25,  1875,  a  son  of 
William  M.  and  Emma  L.  (Anderson)  Heilman. 
His  father,  a  native  of  Kittanning,  died  in  1913 ; 
his  mother,  also  born  in  Kittanning,  is  living  and 
makes  her  home  with  her  son  and  three  daugh¬ 
ters.  The  elder  Mr.  Heilman,  who  was  born  and 
brought  up  on  a  farm  in  the  Kittanning  region, 
was  a  business  man  of  considerable  importance  in 
his  day.  He  was  engaged  extensively  in  the  lum¬ 
ber  business  for  many  years,  and  was  president 
of  the  Kittanning  Plate  Glass  Company  at  the  time 
of  his  death  in  1913.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
Heilman  Brothers  Lumber  Company,  and  prom¬ 
inently  identified  with  the  Masonic  order.  He  was 
a  Past  Master  of  Lodge  No.  243,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons;  a  Knight  Templar;  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

His  son,  Harry  A.  Heilman,  attended  the  grade 
and  high  schools  of  Kittanning,  whence  he  entered 
Phillips-Andover  Academy,  Andover,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  where  he  was  prepared  for  college.  He  ma¬ 
triculated  at  Princeton  University,  where  he  studied 
for  one  year.  He  then  entered  the  law  department 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1899  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  continued  the  reading  of 
law  in  the  office  of  George  Stewart  Patterson,  a 
widely  known  Philadelphia  attorney,  and  after 
three  years  in  association  with  that  distinguished 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  bar,  he  was  admitted 
to  practice.  In  1899  he  entered  upon  his  profes¬ 
sional  career  at  Kittanning,  and  has  since  main¬ 
tained  his  offices  in  that  city.  In  1900  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  of  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme 
Court.  From  1905  to  1907  he  was  a  partner  in  a 
law  firm,  of  which  the  other  member  was  R.  A. 
McCullough.  Upon  the  dissolution  of  that  ar¬ 
rangement  Mr.  Heilman  engaged  in  private  prac¬ 
tice,  which  he  has  followed  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Heilman’s  professional  services  have  given 
him  valuable  contacts  with  many  enterprises  of  a 
varied  character.  He  is  city  solicitor  of  Kittan¬ 
ning,  and  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  has  been 
solicitor  for  many  of  the  boroughs  in  the  vicinity 
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of  that  city.  He  is  legal  counsel  for  several  coal 
companies,  among  them  the  Cowanshannock  Coal 
and  Coke  Company;  a  majority  of  the  important 
corporations  of  this  section ;  and  for  five  banking 
institutions.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Safe  De¬ 
posit  and  Title  Guaranty  Company  of  Kittanning. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bar  As¬ 
sociation,  and  the  Armstrong  County  Bar  As¬ 
sociation,  of  which  last  named  body  he  is  a  former 
president. 

In  political  affairs  Mr.  Heilman  is  a  loyal  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  actively  in¬ 
terested  in  the  promotion  of  good  works  and 
worthy  endeavors  in  the  city  of  Kittanning,  and  has 
served  the  municipality  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board.  During  the  World  War  he  rendered  splen¬ 
did  service  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Appeals, 
under  the  selective  service  law,  for  Armstrong 
County.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Armstrong 
County  Historical  Society,  the  Kittanning  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  and  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  is  affiliated  with  all  the  important 
bodies  of  the  Masonic  fraternity ;  member  of  Lodge 
No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Couders- 
port  Consistory,  thirty-second  degree,  Ancient  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  his 
clubs  are  the  Rotary  and  Kittanning  Country. 

Harry  Anderson  Heilman  married,  April  10, 
1901,  Bess  Hulings,  of  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania, 
daughter  of  General  Willis  J.  and  Emma  (Simp¬ 
son)  Hulings.  General  Hulings,  who  died  in  1924, 
was  brevetted  a  brigadier-general  in  the  Spanish- 
American  War,  and  was  a  brigadier-general  of  the 
Pennsylvania  National  Guard.  He  took  a  deep 
and  practical  interest  in  home  war  activities  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  War.  Mrs.  Heilman,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  had  four  brothers  who  participated  in  the 
World  War:  Garnett  Hulings  served  as  naval  at¬ 
tache  for  the  Japanese  Government;  Courtlandt 
Hulings  was  a  major  in  the  American  forces ;  Nor¬ 
man  Hulings  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Flying  Corps, 
and  another  brother  was  lieutenant-commander  of 
a  submarine.  Five  children  have  been  born  to 
Harry  Anderson  and  Bess  (Hulings)  Heilman:  1. 
Emma,  teacher  of  household  economics  at  Beaver 
Falls,  Pennsylvania.  2.  Willis  J.,  a  graduate  of 
Phillips-Andover  Academy,  Andover,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  now  a  senior  at  the  Rensselaer  Poly¬ 
technic  Institute.  3.  William  M.,  a  graduate  of 


Phillips-Andover  Academy,  now  a  student  at  Le¬ 
high  University.  4.  Mary  Anderson,  a  pupil  in 
the  Kittanning  schools.  5.  Harry  A.,  a  pupil  in 
the  Kittanning  schools. 


COLONEL  ANDREW  D.  BURNS— The 

leading  man  in  his  line  of  business  in  the  city  of 
Bradford,  and  prominently  identified  with  the  oil 
producing  industry  and  other  enterprises  in  that 
territory,  Colonel  Andrew  D.  Burns,  a  veteran 
officer  of  the  Spanish-American  War,  has  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of 
his  community.  His  establishment,  engaged  in  the 
plumbing  supply  business,  is  the  largest  in  that 
line  in  the  city,  and  its  good  will  has  come  in  large 
measure  from  the  owners  of  the  principal  busi¬ 
ness  buildings  and  the  finest  residences  in  Brad¬ 
ford.  Colonel  Burns’  standing  as  the  head  of  his 
business  and  in  his  association  with  other  commer¬ 
cial  activities  is  of  the  best,  while  he  also  continues 
to  make  valued  and  constructive  contributions  to 
the  material  and  civic  welfare  of  the  city. 

Born  in  the  village  of  Ontario,  Wayne  County, 
New  York,  August  20,  1850,  Colonel  Andrew  D. 
Burns  is  the  eldest  child  of  James  and  Sarah 
(Carey)  Burns.  His  mother  having  died  in  her 
New  York  State  home,  his  father,  late  in  life,  re¬ 
moved  to  Bradford,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  days,  dying  at  the  age  of  fourscore  and 
eight.  James  and  Sarah  (Carey)  Burns  were  the 
parents  of  four  other  children,  namely :  Mary, 
widow  of  Andrew  Little,  of  Bradford;  Sarah, 
widow  of  Richard  Cowen,  of  Bradford ;  Isaac,  a 
contracting  driller,  resides  in  Port  Allegany,  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  and  Michael,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows. 

Andrew  D.  Burns  spent  his  early  life  on  a  farm 
in  Ontario  County,  New  York.  Later  he  became 
an  engineer  at  a  blast  furnace  in  the  village  of  On¬ 
tario,  and  afterward  was  a  locomotive  fireman  on 
a  New  'York  State  railroad.  Removing  to  Roch¬ 
ester,  New  York,  he  was  attached  to  an  art  gal¬ 
lery  in  that  city  for  fifteen  years. 

Colonel  Burns  came  to  live  in  Bradford,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  1878,  and  obtained  employment  at  oil 
wells.  This  work  he  pursued  for  some  time,  and 
having  obtained  a  considerable  insight  into  the  de¬ 
tails  of  the  industry,  he  established  himself  as  a 
producer.  In  1887,  nine  years  after  he  came  to  Brad¬ 
ford,  he  opened  a  plumbing  shop  and  supply  store 
at  No.  14  Main  Street,  Bradford,  and  the  business 
has  since  grown  to  be  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  this 
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section  of  the  State.  The  business  conducted 
under  the  name  of  A.  D.  Burns  Company,  em¬ 
bracing  the  installation  of  heating  and  electrical 
equipment,  plumbing  and  dealing  in  incidental  sup¬ 
plies,  built  up  in  the  city  of  Bradford  by  Colonel 
Andrew  D.  Burns,  having  reached  a  high  point  of 
success,  was  thereupon  some  years  ago  substan¬ 
tially  transferred  to  his  chief  employes,  the  in¬ 
terest  retained  by  him  being  virtually  that  of  a 
silent  partner.  Relieved  of  the  active  conduct  and 
consequent  responsibility  of  this  important  and  ex¬ 
acting  enterprise,  he  has  since  engaged  more 
largely  than  before  in  the  production  and  refining 
of  oil,  but  mainly  in  association  with  others.  Al¬ 
ways  zealous  in  measures  for  the  welfare  of  the 
community,  his  comparative  freedom  from  the 
pressure  of  business  engagements  has  enabled  him 
to  devote  a  larger  degree  of  attention  to  public 
matters.  His  loyalty  and  aptitude  for  military  af¬ 
fairs  has  made  him  the  ranking  citizen  on  all  cele¬ 
brated  occasions.  But  particularly  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Bradford 
for  many  years,  to  the  presidency  of  which  he  was 
unanimously  reelected,  he  finds  himself  at  the  head 
of  a  large  proportion  of  the  local  progressive  move¬ 
ments.  To  the  improvement  of  the  public  roads, 
radiating  from  the  city  of  Bradford,  he  has  given 
such  efficient  and  vigorous  leadership  that  he  has 
become  widely  known  as  “The  Father  of  Good 
Roads.” 

Colonel  Burns’  military  record  is  not  only  an 
honorable  one,  but  also  has  embraced  a  long  period 
of  years.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  C, 
16th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  Sep¬ 
tember  4,  1880,  and  in  this  organization  made  rapid 
advance.  On  March  17,  1881,  he  was  promoted  to 
corporal,  and  on  May  1,  1884,  he  was  made  a  ser¬ 
geant.  His  commission  as  second  lieutenant  was 
dated  October  26,  1885,  and  that  of  first  lieutenant, 
October  22,  1890.  He  was  made  a  captain  Oc¬ 
tober  13,  1893.  In  May,  1898,  with  his  company, 
he  was  mustered  into  service  as  a  part  of  the 
American  Army  which  participated  in  the  Spanish- 
American  War.  He  and  his  command  had  an  ac¬ 
tive  part  in  the  Porto  Rico  campaign,  his  company 
holding  the  right  at  the  battle  of  Coamo,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  battle  of  the  war  on  that  island.  His  military 
services,  together  with  the  stress  of  business  af¬ 
fairs,  so  interrrupted  at  the  country’s  call,  was  not 
without  resulting  impairment  of  health.  If  he  had 
been  physically  fit  for  service  upon  the  occurrence 


of  the  World  War  his  standing  in  the  National 
Guard  and  recognized  knowledge  of  military 
science  were  such  as  to  have  assured  to  him  high 
command.  His  rare  ability  was,  however,  inval¬ 
uable  for  effective  organization  in  the  preparatory 
and  constructive  work  which  the  war  necessitated. 
In  politics  he  is  an  active  Republican,  but  has  re¬ 
peatedly  declined  political  preferment.  His  pop¬ 
ularity  is  unsurpassed,  and  would  ensure  his  elec¬ 
tion  to  any  position  to  which  he  might  aspire. 

He  was  fortunately  married  to  Minnie  Smaw- 
ley,  of  the  city  of  Bradford,  and  the  happiness 
of  his  domestic  life  has  been  unbroken  except  by 
the  occurrence  of  occasional  illness.  His  residence 
is  commodious,  and  in  its  appointments  modern 
and  complete.  It  is  a  home  known  far  and  wide 
for  its  generous  hospitality.  Colonel  Burns  and 
his  wife  attend  the  Episcopal  Church. 


MICHAEL  BURNS — The  name  of  Burns  is 
one  of  the  most  prominent  in  the  city  of  Bradford. 
Members  of  this  family  have  risen  to  a  high  place 
in  business,  social  and  other  circles.  Among  them 
was  Michael  Burns,  who  rose  from  a  very  humble 
position  to  become  a  contracting  driller  in  the  oil 
fields,  in  which  business  he  attained  considerable 
local  importance  and  made  a  great  success.  He  re¬ 
flected  honor  upon  the  family  name  and  dignified 
the  trade  which  he  followed  all  his  life.  He  was 
born  in  New  York  State  August  19,  1859,  son  of 
James  and  Sarah  (Carey)  Burns,  mention  of  whom 
is  made  in  the  preceding  sketch. 

Having  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  village  in  New  York  State,  Michael. 
Burns,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  came  to  live  in 
Bradford,  and  for  some  time  was  engaged  as  a 
tool  dresser,  being  employed  by  Whitney  & 
Wheeler.  Then  he  became  a  driller,  which  is  by  no 
means  an  unimportant  position  in  the  oil  industry. 
This  trade  he  followed  for  some  years,  and  event¬ 
ually  he  set  himself  up  in  his  own  business  as  a 
contracting  driller.  Through  his  mechanical  skill 
and  knowledge  of  the  oil  industry  he  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  starting  many  a  producer  on  the  road  to 
wealth.  He  was  widely  known  throughout  Brad¬ 
ford  and  contiguous  territory  for  his  ability,  and 
enjoyed  a  very  high  reputation  among  oil  men  and 
among  the  people  of  Bradford.  Most  of  his  work 
as  a  driller  was  done  in  McKean  County,  and  he 
did  some  drilling  in  Potter  County.  He  continued 
to  be  actively  engaged  in  his  business  until  his 
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death,  April  21,  1923.  He  is  buried  in  Oak  Hill 
Cemetery  at  Bradford.  He  was  a  loyal  member 
of  the  Democratic  party. 

Michael  Burns  married,  at  Custer  City,  McKean 
County,  Pennsylvania,  Mary  Morgan,  daughter  of 
Luther  and  Lucy  (Cornell)  Morgan,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  four  children :  1.  Joyce.  2.  Sarah. 
3.  Edward  James,  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-three 
years,  leaving  one  son,  James  Burns.  4.  Frederick, 
married  Ruth  Ruppert,  and  resides  in  Custer  City ; 
has  three  children :  William,  Frederick  M.,  and  Jean. 
Mrs.  Burns,  the  widow  of  Michael  Burns,  an  old 
and  respected  resident  of  Bradford,  who  easily  re¬ 
calls  the  pioneer  days  of  the  Bradford  oil  fields, 
has  her  residence  at  No.  123  High  Street,  in  that 
city. 


RALPH  SALEM  HEILMAN,  M.  D.— A 

physician  and  surgeon  of  Sharon,  Mercer  County, 
Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Ralph  S.  Heilman  was  born  in 
that  city  on  June  25,  1880,  the  son  of  Salem  Heil¬ 
man,  M.  D.,  and  Isabel  (McKee)  Heilman,  de¬ 
ceased.  His  father,  Dr.  Salem  Heilman,  is  a 
highly  esteemed  physician  of  fifty-five  years’  prac¬ 
tice  in  Sharon. 

His  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  Sharon 
public  schools;  Washington  and  Jefferson  Acad¬ 
emy,  1897-1899;  Washington  and  Jefferson  Col¬ 
lege,  1899-1903,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science.  From  that  institution  he  entered  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania  Medical  School,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1907  with  the  degree  of 
Medical  Doctor.  He  has  since  practiced  in  Sharon. 

In  politics,  Dr.  Heilman  is  a  Republican.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Mercer  County  Medical  Society, 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society,  and  the 
American  Medical  Association.  He  is  a  thirty-sec¬ 
ond  degree  Mason,  a  Shriner  and  an  Elk.  He  also  is 
a  member  of  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  college  fra¬ 
ternity  and  the  Alpha  Mu  PPOmega  Medical  fra¬ 
ternity,  both  national. 

At  Syracuse,  New  York,  in  1908,  Dr.  Heilman 
married  Laura  Burns  Kirk,  a  granddaughter  of 
William  Burns  Kirk,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
city  of  Syracuse.  There  are  three  children:  Ralph 
Salem  Heilman,  Jr.,  Rozella  Poole  Heilman,  and 
William  Kirk  Heilman. 


CHARLES  E.  HARRINGTON,  a  prominent 
lawyer  of  Kittanning,  Armstrong  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  was  born  December  21,  1873,  in  Parker 


City,  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  the  son  of 
Alonzo  Harrington,  of  New  York  State,  who  was 
identified  with  the  oil  industry,  and  a  Civil  War 
veteran,  and  Annie  R.  (Gales)  Harrington,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Captain  Gales,  of  Sligo,  Pennsylvania.  He 
is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Solomon  Harrington,  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Charles  E.  Harrington  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Parker  City,  Pennsylvania,  and  took  a 
special  course  in  law.  He  studied  in  the  offices 
of  M.  F.  Leason,  Esq.,  of  Kittanning,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1898.  He 
established  himself  in  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  in  1899,  under  his  own  name,  and  has  con¬ 
tinued  a  general  practice  up  to  the  present  time. 
He  practices  in  all  the  State  courts — the  Superior, 
Supreme,  and  United  States  courts,  and  has  been 
counsel  in  many  important  cases.  He  is  a  Spanish- 
American  War  veteran ;  and  a  Democrat  in  pol¬ 
itics.  In  religion  he  is  a  Presbyterian,  and  has 
been  active  in  all  civic  affairs  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Harrington  was  married,  in  1892,  to  Mar¬ 
garet  Cooper,  of  Parker  City,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Sarah  B.  Cooper.  His  address  is 
Kittanning,  Pennsylvania. 


WILLIAM  WARE  WRIGHT— One  of 

seven  brothers,  all  of  whom  have  been  at  one  time 
or  another  successfully  associated  with  mercantile 
pursuits,  William  Ware  Wright  is  now  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  treasurer  of  the  Metzger-Wright  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Warren  and  Sheffield,  Pennsylvania,  with 
his  home  in  Warren,  where  the  larger  of  the  two 
stores  is  located. 

Mr.  Wright  was  born  in  Preston  County,  West 
Virginia,  August  5,  1861.  His  father,  William 
Tate  Wright,  who  was  born  in  Germantown,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  was  superintendent  of  bridges  for  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  His  mother  was 
Margery  (Howell)  Wright,  born  in  Morristown, 
Ohio. 

A  self-made  man  from  the  very  beginning,  Mr. 
Wright  left  the  public  schools  of  his  native  village 
at  an  early  age  to  clerk  in  a  general  store.  Several 
of  his  brothers  had  made  their  start  (or  were  later 
to  make  it)  inj  this  same  store.  After  five  years 
in  this  position  he  purchased  on  his  own  account  a 
store  at  Kingwood,  West  Virginia,  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  three  years,  under  the  style  of  Hartley 
&  Wright. 

In  Cadiz,  Ohio,  which  was  the  scene  of  his  next 
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venture,  Mr.  Wright  operated  a  retail  store  for 
twenty-five  years  under  the  name  of  the  W.  W. 
Wright  Company,  prosecuting  the  business  with 
gratifying  success,  erecting  a  modern  store  build¬ 
ing  and  taking  an  active  part  in  the  civic  and  polit¬ 
ical  life  of  the  town.  He  climaxed  his  success  by 
purchasing  a  large  interest  in  The  Moorehouse 
Company,  the  oldest  retail  store  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  moving  to  that  city  in  1911. 

After  five  years  as  partner  and  later  president 
of  the  Moorehouse  Company  Mr.  Wright  came  to 
Warren  and  associated  himself  with  C.  E.  Metz¬ 
ger,  in  the  Metzger -Wright  Company.  This  com¬ 
pany  later  combined  with  the  C.  H.  Smith  Com¬ 
pany  and  eventually  bought  out  the  Smith  interests. 
In  addition  to  his  executive  duties  as  vice-president 
and  treasurer,  he  actively  oversees  the  merchan¬ 
dising  of  the  store. 

Mr.  Wright  is  also  a  director  of  the  Wright- 
Metzger  Company,  of  Uniontown,  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  and  most  successful  stores  in  that  section  of 
the  State.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Farmers’  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  In  his  own  town 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Conewango 
Clug,  the  Conewango  Valley  Country  Club,  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  the  Izaak 
Walton  League,  the  Warren  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a  member  of  the  official  board.  He 
has  also  been  recently  elected  to  the  City  Council. 
He  finds  recreation  in  hunting  and  fishing,  sports 
which  are  truly  in  their  element  among  the  wooded 
hills  and  the  crystal  streams  of  Warren  County. 

Mr.  Wright  was  married,  in  1887,  to  Mary  Heer- 
mans,  born  in  Kingwood,  West  Virginia.  They 
are  the  parents  of  Francis  Ware  Wright,  employed 
as  buyer  of  piece  goods  in  the  Warren  store,  and  a 
graduate  of  Ohio  State  University;  and  of  William 
Heermans  Wright,  who  received  his  graduate  and 
post-graduate  education  in  Ohio  State  University, 
Yale  College,  and  Columbia  University,  and  is 
now  assistant  advertising  manager  of  the  Kaufman 
&  Baer  Company,  Pittsburgh.  Mr.  Wright’s  ad¬ 
dress  is:  Metzger-Wright  Company,  Warren, 
Pennsylvania. 


JOHN  M.  JACK  — “He  was  kind  to  the  poor.” 
What  finer  tribute  or  more  glowing  eulogy  could 
be  made  to  the  memory  of  a  man?  The  six  words 
in  the  scintillating  sentence  quoted  are  not  in¬ 


scribed  upon  a  monument  of  stone  above  the  last 
resting  place  of  John  M.  Jack;  rather  are  they  en¬ 
graved  upon  the  hearts  of  those  many  persons  who 
were  the  recipients  of  Mr.  Jack’s  generous  and 
unostentatiously  made  benefactions  during  his 
brilliantly  successful  career  in  the  rich  Bradford 
oil  fields.  Here  was  a  remarkable  man,  who  ex¬ 
punged  the  word  defeat  from  his  vocabulary.  His 
indomitable  will  and  resistless  energy  refused  to 
bend  and  break  beneath  the  failure  that  threat¬ 
ened  to  crush  at  one  time  his  enterprise  as  a  pro¬ 
ducer.  He  turned  the  oncoming  defeat  into  vic¬ 
tory,  and  on  it  rode  into  an  even  more  successful 
period  of  business  than  he  had  ever  known.  Mr. 
Jack  was  known  as  the  man  of  the  West  Branch 
territory,  whose  first  sand  well  failed  to  pay  a  fair 
return  for  labor  and  investment  It  was  then  that 
he  conceived  the  idea  that  the  second  sand  might 
prove  productive,  although  the  chances  and  prece¬ 
dents  were  against  the  proposition.  Nevertheless, 
he  had  the  courage  to  make  the  attempt,  and  the 
first  test  well  sunk  to  the  second  sand  proved  so 
productive  of  quantity  and  quality  as  to  demon¬ 
strate  his  wisdom  and  faith.  His  success  as  a  pro¬ 
ducer  was  now  assured,  and  he  became  one  of  the 
most  important  oil  men  in  the  industry  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  State.  His  sudden  taking  off  shocked 
the  Bradford  community  beyond  measure,  and  cre¬ 
ated  an  irreparable  loss  to  the  producing  trade  and 
a  grievous  bereavement  to  his  family. 

John  M.  Jack  was  born  in  Kittanning,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  April  9,  1866,  and  died  in  Bradford,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  July  14,  1911,  the  youngest  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren  of  John  and  Elsie  (Bowser)  Jack.  The  other 
children  are:  C.  T.  Jack,  of  Mount  Pleasant;  O. 
L.  Jack,  of  Bradford;  Johnson  Jack  (q.  v.),  of 
Bradford;  Mrs.  Frank  Bowser;  Mrs.  L.  L.  Bonner; 
Mrs.  Mary  Chalker;  Mrs.  Charles  Parsons;  and 
Mrs.  Emma  Loop.  From  his  birthplace  in  Kittan¬ 
ning  John  M.  Jack  removed  to  Foxburg,  and  thence 
came  to  Bradford.  His  entrance  into  the  oil-pro¬ 
ducing  industry  was  as  a  driller,  and  in  this  line  he 
developed  into  an  expert  who  became  well  known 
throughout  the  oil  field  of  that  region. 

Having  acquired  a  considerable  working  capital 
made  up  of  some  money,  more  courage,  a  rich  ex¬ 
perience,  and  a  large  stock  of  will  power,  he  estab¬ 
lished  himself  as  a  producer  in  the  Bradford  area. 
With  a  desire  toward  expansion  he  purchased  a 
property  at  West  Branch,  but  the  tests  did  not 
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come  up  to  expectations  as  far  as  the  first-sand  trials 
were  concerned.  It  was  then  that  he  broke  the 
team  of  poor  chance  and  bad  precedent  to  drive 
double  or  single,  and  one  day  he  hitched  them  to 
his  drill  and  sunk  a  well  to  the  second  sand;  when, 
lo,  the  test  proved  a  producer,  the  territory  that 
had  been  supposedly  barrren  became  one  of  the 
richest  in  the  Bradford  field,  and  the  oil  was  of  the 
best  quality.  Mr.  Jack  was  now  atop  the  wave  of 
prosperity,  and  he  started  operations  in  the  Wayne 
County  (Kentucky)  oil  fields  and  in  other  fields, 
all  of  these  enterprises  being  attended  with  signal 
success,  so  that  he  became  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  important  producers  in  the  Bradford  and  con¬ 
tiguous  territories. 

He  had  an  unusually  large  acquaintance  in  the 
oil  country.  He  was  highly  regarded  for  his 
strict  business  and  personal  integrity,  his  high  sense 
of  honor  in  all  his  dealings,  and  possessed  a  most 
charming  personality,  which  won  him  numerous 
friends  and(  was  a  large  asset  in  his  business  rela¬ 
tions.  He  was  most  kindly  disposed  to  the  un¬ 
fortunate,  and  ministered  generously  of  his  wealth 
to  those  less  favored  with  this  world’s  goods  than 
he.  He  was  affiliated  with  Bradford  Lodge,  No. 
234,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Eiks.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Merchants’  Club,  Bradford 
Gun  Club,  Lafayette  Rod  and  Gun  Club,  and  Edge- 
wood  Club. 

John  M.  Jack  married,  in  1904,  Ella  Louise 
Larkin,  daughter  of  James  Larkin,  who  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man.  He  resided  in  New  York  City  for  about 
fifteen  years,  and  then  went  to  Blossburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  lived  until  1877,  then  came  to 
Bradford,  where  he  made  his  home  until  the  time 
of  his  death  in  1918.  His  wife  was  Ella  (Sulli¬ 
van)  Larkin,  who  was  born  in  Blossburg,  and 
now  resides  in  Bradford.  >  Besides  Mrs.  Ella 
Louise  (Larkin)  Jack  they  had  children:  Mary  H., 
Kathryn,  Winnifred,  James  F.,  and  Irene.  To 
John  M.  and  Ella  Louise  (Larkin)  Jack  were  born 
two  children :  1.  Gloria  Louise,  who  attended  the 
Bradford  High  School  and  the  Briarcliff  School 
for  Girls,  Briarcliff -011-Hudson,  New  York.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Bradford;  “Old  Home  Week”  of  1925,  she 
had  the  honor  of  being  crowned  “Miss  Bradford.” 
2.  John  Milton,  member  of  the  class  of  1926  of 
the  Bradford  High  School,  and  will  enter  Dart¬ 
mouth  College.  Mrs.  Jack  has  her  residence  at 
No.  23  Williams  Street,  Bradford,  Pennsylvania. 


Mr.  Jack,  who  was  a  resident  of  Bradford  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  was  forty-five  years  old  when 
he  died.  His  last  resting  place  is  in  beautiful  Oak 
Hill  Cemetery  in  his  home  city. 


MISS  M.  VASHTI  BURR— Establishing  her 
office  and  her  law  business  at  Ebensburg,  where  she 
was  born,  and  where  she  has  always  shared  fre¬ 
quently  in  leadership  in  the  community  welfare, 
Miss  Burr  has  entered  upon  the  general  practice 
of  her  profession  under  the  auspices  of  an  excel¬ 
lent  training  that  recognizes  her  abilities  and  gifts 
even  before  her  admission  to  the  bar.  From  the 
beginning  she  has  met  with  marked  success,  and 
her  activities  both  as  an  attorney  and  counsellor 
and  as  an  organizer  in  civic  and  social  interests  be¬ 
speak  a  path  of  ever-broadening  usefulness  for  a 
career  thus  inaugurated. 

Miss  M.  Vashti  Burr,  the  daughter  of  Richard 
B.  Burr,  a  retired  interior  decorator,  and  Jane 
(Craver)  Burr,  the  first  woman  court  stenographer 
in  Cambria  County,  was  born  December  28,  1899, 
at  Ebensburg,  where  she  attended  the  public  and 
high  schools.  She  was  graduated  from  the  Indiana 
State  Normal  School  with  honors,  in  the  class  of 
1918,  following  which  she  was  for  one  year  science 
teacher  in  the  Ebensburg  High  School.  Miss 
Burr  was  the  assistant  principal  of  the  Bedford 
High  School  and  science  teacher  also  for  one  year, 
following  which  she  received  her  permanent  State 
diploma  in  teaching.  Her  preparation  for  her  pro¬ 
fession  was  made  at  the  Dickinson  School  of  Law, 
from  which  she  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1924 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Miss  Burr 
had  the  distinction  of  being  the  second  woman 
elected  by  the  faculty  to  “Woolsack,”  the  hon¬ 
orary  society  of  law  schools,  and  the  only  woman 
in  her  class.  In  the  course  of  her  first  year  in 
law  school  she  won  a  set  of  Corpus  Juris-Cyclo- 
pedia  of  Law  Procedure  books  competed  for  by 
all  classes  in  a  research  contest  conducted  by  the 
American  Law  Book  Company.  In  association  with 
her  law  school  work  she  was  the  first  woman  to  be 
appointed  advertising  manager  of  the  “Micro¬ 
cosm  Year  Book”  of  the  Dickinson  College  and 
Law  School,  and  organized  the  Omicron  Chapter 
of  the  Phi  Delta  Delta  National  Women’s  Legal 
fraternity,  installed  with  five  charter  members  at 
Dickinson,  May  8,  1923.  She  was  admitted  to 
practice  before  the  Supreme  Court,  March  16,  1925, 
and  before  the  Cambria  County  bar  February  23, 
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1925 ;  and  she  began  her  practice  as  counsellor-at- 
law  May  1,  1925,  with  offices  in  the  Trust  Company 
Building,  Ebensburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Miss  Burr  is  a  Republican  in  her  political  con¬ 
victions, ‘in  furtherance  of  which  she  was  the  or¬ 
ganizer  of  the  Republican  Women’s  Club  of  Ebens¬ 
burg,  with  a  charter  membership  of  a  hundred 
women,  and  is  its  present  chairman ;  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  “Republican 
Women  of  Pennsylvania,  Inc.,”  of  which  she  is 
now  vice-president.  She  had  a  large  part  in  the 
organization  of  the  Ebensburg  High  School  Alum¬ 
ni  Association,  of  which  she  was  first  president, 
December  30,  1924,  and  is  now  president  of  the 
Cambria  County  Alumni  Association  of  the  In¬ 
diana  State  Normal  School,  organized  November 
7,  1925.  At  a  banquet  celebrating  the  fiftieth  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  Indiana  Normal  School,  Miss 
Burr,  the  only  woman  graduate  admitted  to  the 
Supreme  Court  bar,  represented  in  an  address  the 
more  than  4,000  women  graduates  of  the  school. 
The  Cambria  County  Young  People’s  Branch  of 
the  Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  named 
Miss  Burr  a  life  member  of  Pennnsylvania  Young 
People’s  Branch  in  recognition  of  her  work  as 
county  general  secretary  of  Young  People’s  Branch 
and  State  superintendent  of  citizenship. 

Miss  Burr  has  two  brothers,  one  of  whom,  Lu. 
R.  Burr,  is  with  the  Brown  Equipment  Company 
of  Johnstown,  and  the  other,  Steve  A.  Burr,  is  an 
interior  decorator  and  sign  writer.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Phi  Delta  Delta  fraternity;  and  her  re¬ 
ligious  faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Civic  Club  of  Cambria 
County,  one  of  the  General  Federation  of  Women’s 
Clubs.  Miss  Burr  was  recently  made  a  member 
of  the  Johnstown  Quota  Club,  part  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Organization  of  Professional  Women. 


MRS.  MARY  M.  (MAHL)  MARTIN— Con¬ 
tinuing  with  pronounced  success  the  activities  of 
the  business  associated  with  oil  production  at  Cus¬ 
ter  City,  and  in  which  her  husband  had  won  so 
high  a  degree  of  prosperity,  Mrs.  Mary  M.  (Mahl) 
Martin  has  proven  her  capabilities  in  this  field, 
in  which  she  has  shared  a  large  interest  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  She  is  well  regarded  in  a  community 
where  her  home  life  and  business  have  been  long 
established.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Frances  (Messic)  Mahl,  who  were  also  the  par¬ 
ents  of:  Coraline;  Elizabeth;  Francis;  Etta; 
Abraham,  and  Lorenzo. 


Mary  M.  Mahl  married,  in  1895,  Augustus  B. 
Martin,  who  was  bom  October  5,  1848,  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  and  died  in  that  city  January  14,  1902.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  and  then  went  to  the 
oil  fields  of  Clarion  County,  where,  after  some 
years  of  employment,  he  entered  the  ranks  of  the 
oil  producers.  Removing  to  the  Bradford  fields 
in  1878,  he  located  at  Custer  City,  in  McKean 
County,  where  he  established  four  leases  and  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  prominent  men  in  that  business 
in  this  section  of  the  State.  He  officiated  in  the 
important  role  of  judge  of  elections  at  Custer 
City,  and  received  the  commendations  of  his  fel¬ 
low  citizens'  for  the  thorough  performance  of  his 
duties.  He  was  a  communicant  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Martin  had  her  present 
residence  built  in  Custer  City,  and  is  now  con¬ 
ducting  one  oil  lease  there.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


WILLIAM  ORLANDO  SMITH— Well  and 
widely  known  in  the  field  of  news  dissemination 
in  Pennsylvania  is  the  name  of  William  Orlando 
Smith,  which  has  come  to  connote  to  newspaper 
readers  in  Punxsutawney  and  its  envirous  a  sort 
of  shibboleth  for  “all  the  news  that’s  fit  to  print,” 
to  quote  the  maxim  of  a  well-known  New  York 
City  daily.  Mr.  Smith  has  been  engaged  in  this 
field  of  endeavor  for  a  full  half-century,  and  in 
that  long  period  of  identification  in  printing  and 
publishing  circles  he  has  achieved  an  enviable  rep¬ 
utation  for  proved  ability,  wide  experience,  and 
high  integrity.  At  the  present  time  (1926)  he  is 
serving  in  the  dual  capacity  of  president  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Spirit  Publishing  Company,  of  Punx¬ 
sutawney,  Pennsylvania. 

William  Orlando  Smith  was  born  in  Reynolds- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  June  13,  1859,  a  son  of  John 
Sprague  and  Susanah  (Smith)  Smith.  The  father, 
John  Sprague  Smith,  was  engaged  as  a  school 
teacher  and  surveyor  during  his  long  and  active 
life,  and  served  with  distinction  throughout  the 
duration  of  the  Civil  War. 

William  Orlando  Smith  received  his  education  in 
the  local  public  schools  of  his  native  community, 
following  which  he  learned  the  printer’s  trade.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  printed  a  small  daily  news¬ 
paper  in  Reynoldsville,  Pennsylvania,  of  which  he 
was  editor,  proprietor,  compositor,  pressman,  re¬ 
porter,  and  newsboy.  In  the  year  1879  he  removed 
to  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  where  he  se¬ 
cured  a  position  in  the  Government  Printing  Office, 
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and  where  he  remained  for  six  years.  While  there 
he  was  one  of  the  projectors  and  original  owners 
as  well  as  associate  editor  of  the  “Craftsman,”  the 
official  organ  of  the  Typographical  Union.  In  1884 
Mr.  Smith  returned  to  Jefferson  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  founded  the  Punxsutawney  “Tribune,” 
which  was  subsequently  consolidated  with  the 
Punxsutawney  “Spirit.”  During  the  year  1892  he 
served  as  editor  of  the  Bradford  (Pennsylvania) 
“Era,”  a  morning  newspaper.  In  the  following 
year  he  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  Punxsu¬ 
tawney  “Spirit,”  which,  in  September,  1907,  was 
converted  into  an  evening  daily  and  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  The  Spirit  Publishing  Company. 
Mr.  Smith  was  made  president  of  this  company 
and?  has  continued  to  act  as  editor  of  “The  Spirit” 
to  the  present  time  (1926),  discharging  the  many 
duties  evolving  upon  him  with  his  customary  abil¬ 
ity  and  efficiency.  Mr.  Smith  has  also  been  cor¬ 
respondingly  active  in  local  and  State  political 
circles,  and  from  1889  to  1898  served  as  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  From 
1903  to  1907,  inclusive,  he  served  as  a  Represen¬ 
tative  in  the  United  States  Congress,  representing 
the  Twenty-seventh  District  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  Fifty-eighth  and  Fifty -ninth  Congresses.  In 
the  year  1908  he  was  a  Presidential  elector.  This 
excellent  record  of  able  service  in  the  legislative 
halls  of  the  State  and  Nation  makes  Mr.  Smith 
admirably  well  fitted  to  prepare  the  trenchant  polit¬ 
ical  editorials  and  quaint  philosophical  observations 
for  which  his  newspaper  is  noted.  During  the  late 
World  War  he  was  chairman  of  the  local  Draft 
Board.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  John  W.  Jenks  Lodge,  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is  a  Past  Master;  Wil¬ 
liamsport  Consistory;  Altoona  Shrine;  the  Knights 
of  Pythias ;  the  Improved  Ofder  of  Red  Men ;  the 
International  Typographical  Union ;  and  the  Punx¬ 
sutawney  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  also  holds  active  membership 
in  the  Punxsutawney  Country  Club;  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Society  of  Washington,  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia;  and  the  Pennsylvania  Society  of  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  Florida. 

William  Orlando  Smith  was  married  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  District  of  Columbia,  on  January  19,  1880, 
to  Phebe  H.  Griggs,  a,  daughter  of  Algernon  Sid¬ 
ney  and  Phebe  (Hutchinson)  Griggs,  who  departed 
this  life  January  20,  1922.  William  Orlando  and 


Phebe  H.  (Griggs)  Smith  had  born  to  them  the 
following  children:  1.  Sidney  S.,  born  October  31, 
1880.  2.  Edward  G.,  born  July  10,  1882.  3.  Ray¬ 
mond,  born  January  29,  1884,  died  October  11,  1884. 
4.  Pierre  L.,  born  August  25,  1886.  5.  Imogene, 
born  September  30,  1891.  The  family  home  is 
maintained  in  Punxsutawney,  Pennsylvania. 


BLAIR  H.  DUNMIRE — Prominent  among 
the  men  of  South  Fork,  Pennsylvania,  who  holds 
the  distinction  of  being  a  pioneer,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  most  successful  men  in  his  profession  in 
this  place,  is  Dr.  Dunmire,  who,  while  still  a  young 
man,  is  upholding  these  honors  by  his  growing 
professional  activities  in  his  chosen  line  of  den¬ 
tistry.  Having  been  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  town,  brings  him  in  close  touch  with  his 
boyhood  friends,  and  gives  him  a  wide-reaching 
influence  for  good  with  the  rising  generation.  It 
is  to  such  men  as  Dr.  Dunmire  that  his  community 
looks  for  aid,  who,  having  grown  up  in  his  town, 
is  in  close  touch  with  its  needs  and  so  can  best  serve 
it.  Taking  advantage  of  the  higher  education  by 
spending  his  early  years  in  a  large  university  city 
he  gained  the  advantages  not  alone  of  his  degree, 
but  of  acquiring  the  culture  of  arts  and  letters  in 
the  association  of  minds  of  great  thinkers.  His 
townsmen  regard  him  with  deep  respect  for  his 
temerity  in  having  dared  to  do  and  to  accomplish, 
bringing  him  the  added  responsibility  of  being  an 
example  to  those  of  his  town  who  have  not  had 
the  privilege  of  his  assocition  with  the  outside 
world,  but  might  gain  much  through  his  reflection 
of  good.  His  standing  in  the  civic  affairs  of  the 
town,  his  influence  socially,  and  his  personal  associ¬ 
ation  with  his  patients,  are  all  privileges  that  be¬ 
come  also  deep  obligations  and  duties,  and  he  dis¬ 
charges  them  with  a  high  sense  of  their  importance. 
Dr.  Dunmire  is  active  in  a  number  of  dental  asso¬ 
ciations  that  keep  him  in  close  touch  with  the  latest 
improved  methods  of  his  profession,  as  well  as 
with  the  newest  discoveries  in  its  science.  He  is 
one  of  the  progressive  citizens  of  his  native  town 
who  is  held  in  highest  honor  by  all  who  know  him, 
and  the  future  holds  bright  promise  for  his  fur¬ 
ther  advancement  and  substantial  success. 

Blair  H.  Dunmire  was  bom  May  8, 1888,  in  South 
Fork,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  William  W.  and  Susan 
J.  (Davis)  Dunmire.  His  father,  who  was  highly 
'esteemed  in  his  community,  has  retired  from  his 
‘business  activities,  and  is  leading  a  secluded  life 
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in  the  midst  of  his  family  and  friends.  The  son 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
South  Fork,  and  having  completed  his  course  in 
the  high  school,  he  entered  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  Philadelphia,  being  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1911,  and  receiving  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Dental  Surgery.  On  the  completion  of  his 
studies  Dr.  Dunmire  returned  to  South  Fork,  in 
1911,  and  established  himself  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  with  offices  in  the  Union  Deposit  Bank 
Building,  where  he  became  widely  known  for  his 
careful  and  skillfully  expert  work,  ever  reaching 
forward  and  seeking  to  improve  himself,  adding 
modern  and  improved  paraphernalia,  thus  giving  to 
his  patients  the  benefit  of  his  newly-acquired 
knowledge.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  dentists  in  the 
community,  where  he  enjoys  the  reputation  of 
being  the  most  up-to-date,  as  well  as  the  esteem 
and  affection  of  his  friends,  patients  and  fellow- 
men.  He  is  active  in  several  dental  associations 
and  societies,  among  them  being  the  American 
Dental  Association ;  Pennsylvania  Central  Dental 
Society ;  Pennsylvania  State  Dental  Society ;  and 
the  Adontological  Dental  Society.  Aside  from  his 
work,  during  his  well-earned  leisure  hours,  Dr. 
Dunmire  takes  great  joy  in  finding  his  recreation 
in  the  out-of-door  life,  seeking  especially  his  pleas¬ 
ure  in  the  quiet  and  gentle  art  of  fishing,  which  is 
truly  a  hobby  with  him. 

Dr.  Blair  H.  Dunmire  married,  May  30,  1918, 
Florence  Durkin. 


LEE  ALEXANDER  McCRACKEN— For 

some  twenty  years  Oil  City,  Venango  County, 
Pennsylvania,  has  been  the  scene  of  Mr.  McCrack¬ 
en’s  very  successful  professional  activities  as  a 
lawyer,  and  he  has  been  considered  for  many  years 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Venango  County  bar,  both 
in  respect  to  his  private  practice  and  in  his  capacity 
as  district  attorney  for  Venango  County.  The  lat¬ 
ter  office  he  has  held  for  twelve  years,  and  the 
ability,  industry,  fairness,  and  effectiveness  with 
which  he  devoted  himself  to  his  duties  have  brought 
him  repeated  and  enthusiastic  reelections.  He  was 
born  in  Cornplanter  Township,  Venango  County, 
Pennsylvania,  May  3,  1880,  a  son  of  Joshua  Powers 
and  Adelia  (Dodds)  McCracken,  his  father  being 
a  successful  and  prominent  oil  producer  and,  for 
several  terms,  a  school  director  and  township  su¬ 
pervisor  in  Cornplanter  Township. 

Lee  Alexander  McCracken  was  educated  in  the 


graded  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  Rouse- 
ville  and  Oil  City  high  schools,  from  both  of  which 
he  graduated.  He  then  attended  the  University 
of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  where  he  took 
the  academic  course  for  two  years  and  the  law 
course  for  two  more  years,  after  which  he  spent 
two  years  in  the  offices  of  Hon.  P.  M.  Speer  and 
six  months  in  the  office  of  Hon.  R.  F.  Glenn.  Since 
then  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  both  in  private  practice  and  as  district  at¬ 
torney,  his  offices  in  recent  years  being  located  in 
the  Veach  Building,  Oil  City.  He  is  also  very 
active  in  fraternal  affairs,  and  is  a  member  of  Fra¬ 
ternal  Lodge,  No.  483,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
of  which  he  has  been  Past  Master  for  two  terms ; 
Oil  City  Chapter,  No.  236,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
Venango  Lodge  of  Perfection;  New  Castle  Con¬ 
sistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite ;  Oil  City 
Lodge,  No.  589,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows;  and  Oil  City  Kiwanis  Club,  of  which  he  is 
a  past  president.  His  clubs  include  the  Oil  City 
Boat  Club,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  with  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Oil  City. 

Mr.  McCracken  married,  in  Cornplanter  Town¬ 
ship,  October  1,  1913,  Georgia  Virginia,  French,  a 
daughter  of  Winfield  Scott  and  Gertrude 
(Vaughn)  French.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCracken  are 
the  parents  of  two  children :  1.  Mary  Louise,  born 
April  9,  1915,  died  in  infancy.  2.  Robert  Alex¬ 
ander,  born  September  15,  1916.  The  family  home 
is  located  at  No.  122  Cowell  Avenue,  Oil  City. 


ELIZABETH  ROHRER  BROWN,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  Rohrer  and  Isabel  (Patterson) 
Brown,  has  successfully  continued  in  association 
with  her  brother,  the  drug  business  established  by 
her  father  in  Kittanning  Pennsylvania,  in  1880. 
Miss  Brown  obtained  her  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Kittanning  and  at  the  Pittsburgh  Col¬ 
lege  of  Pharmacy,  where  she  was  graduated  in 
1903.  The  drug  business  of  her  father,  as  well  as 
a  music  department,  which  he  started  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  it,  was  continued  by  her  mother  until 
the  daughter  and  son  succeeded  to  the  management, 
and  both  businesses  are  now  the  largest  and  best 
equipped  in  the  district.  Gifts,  novelties,  station¬ 
ery,  kodaks,  and  the  various  other  lines  that  have 
become  identified  with  this  business  are  attractively 
represented,  and  the  store  has  a  large  and  substan- 
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tial  patronage  in  the  community.  Miss  Brown  at¬ 
tends  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
she  is  a  member. 

Woodward  Patterson  Brown,  of  Kittanning,  was 
born  in  this  city  May  i,  1883.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city, 
and  he  and  his  sister  are  associated  in  the  enterprise 
described  above.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  member  of  Kit¬ 
tanning  Lodge,  No.  244,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons  ;  is  a  thirty-second  degree,  Scottish  Rite  Ma¬ 
son ;  a  member  of  Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine ;  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias ;  of  the  Kiwanis  Club ;  the  Kittanning 
Country  Oub,  and  attends  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Brown  married  Margaret  Reese,  of  Kit¬ 
tanning. 


MILLARD  FILLMORE  (“PHIL”)  MAL¬ 
LORY — A  pioneer  in  the  Pennsylvania  oil  region, 
and  well  known  throughout  the  Bradford  field, 
was  Millard  Fillmore  Mallory,  better  known  as 
“Phil”  Mallory.  A  mere  boy,  just  entering  his 
’teens,  “Phil”  went  into  the  lower  oil  fields  of  the 
State  in  the  days  of  the  “excitement”  caused  by 
the  earth  giving  up  its  new  source  of  wealth  and 
power.  He  rode  atop  the  wave  of  the  great  influx 
of  people  into  this  new  El  Dorado,  and  all  the  rest 
of  his  life  was  spent  in  the  oil  industry. 

Born  in  Olean,  New  York,  August  15,  1848,  the 
son  of  Silas  Canfield  and  Julia  Ann  (Arnett)  Mal¬ 
lory,  former  residents  of  Steuben  County,  New 
York,  “Phil”  Mallory  remained1  in  his  native  town 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  when 
he  started  out  to  make  his  own  living.  He  jour¬ 
neyed  to  the  lower  oil  fields  in  the  Keystone  State, 
and  during  the  great  rush  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  he  worked  as  a  teamster  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  in  Pithole,  Titusville,  and  Petroleum 
Center.  In  1877  he  came  to  Bradford,  and  there 
continued  to  follow  teaming.  Later  he  branched 
out  as  a  producer  on  his  own  account.  He  con¬ 
tinued  as  an  operator  practically  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  October  6,  1924.  He  is  buried  in  Oak  Hill 
Cemetery  at  Bradford.  He  was  not  only  a  good 
business  man  in  the  oil-producing  industry,  but 
also  possessed  the  faculty  of  making  friends  easily 
and  retaining  their  friendship,  so  that  when  he  died 
he  was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly 
regarded  of  the  oil  workers  in  this  region.  He 
was  a  Republican  in  his  politics. 

Mr.  Mallory  married,  in  June,  1875,  at  Titus¬ 


ville,  Pennsylvania,  Orcelia  J.  Crooker,  born  in 
Buffalo,  New  York,  died  in  Bradford,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  May  26,  1917,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Lucy 
(McCall)  Crooker,  through  whom  she  was  of  Eng¬ 
lish  descent.  Children :  Edwin,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy  ;  and  Pearl  M.,  who  married  Edward  J. 
Little,  of  further  mention. 

Edward  J.  Little  was  born  in  Ontario,  Wayne 
County,  New  York,  August  11,  1875,  a  son  of  An¬ 
drew  and  Mary  (Burns)  Little.  His  father,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  came  to  America  and  settled 
in  Watertown,  New  York.  He  died  in  his  young 
manhood,  and  his  widow  resides  in  Bradford.  The 
son,  Edward  J.  Little,  was  nine  years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  Bradford.  In  1898  he  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  his  uncle,  Colonel  A.  D.  Bums.  He  re¬ 
mained  with  his  uncle  until  1903,  when  he  began 
travelling  out  of  Pittsburgh  as  the  representative 
of  a  plumbing  supply  house.  He  went  to  Tampico, 
Mexico,  in  1910,  where  he  died  in  1911.  He  is 
buried  in  Tampico.  He  married,  in  1899,  Pearl 
Mallory,  the  daughter  of  Millard  Fillmore 
(“Phil”)  Mallory,  of  this  review.  She  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Bradford  High  School  in  the  class 
of  1897.  To  Edward  J.  and  Pearl  (Mallory) 
Little  was  born  one  daughter,  Helen,  who  died  in 
infancy.  For  some  years  Mrs.  Pearl  M.  (Mal¬ 
lory)  Little  has  made  her  residence  in  Bradford, 
at  No.  449  East  Main  Street. 


SAMUEL  S.  MOORE— Although  the  young¬ 
est  concern  of  its  kind  in  Indiana,  Pennsylvania, 
the  Samuel  S.  Moore  Company,  which  deals  in 
furniture  and  undertaking,  has  had  a  phenomenal 
development  in  its  short  period  of  existence, 
and  does  more  business  than  any  similar  firm  in 
the  city.  Its  success  is  due  to  its  founder,  Samuel 
S.  Moore,  a  young  man,  but  one  who  has  already 
made  a  sure  place  for  himself  in  the  business 
world.  He  is  the  son  of  William  S.  and  Mary 
(Ewing)  Moore,  both  descendants  of  old,  well  es¬ 
tablished  families  of  Saltsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and 
his  father,  William  S.  Moore  has  had  a  long  and 
successful  career  as  funeral  director  in  Monessen, 
Pennsylvania,  and  elsewhere. 

Samuel  S.  Moore  was  born  at  Saltsburg,  Janu¬ 
ary  4,  1898.  He  attended  the  elementary  and  high 
schools  of  the  vicinity  and  then  became  a  student 
in  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1920,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts.  After  completing  his  general  education 
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Mr.  Moore  took  a  professional  course  in  the 
Eckels  College  of  Embalming  at  Philadelphia,  and 
later  went  into  partnership  with  his  father  for 
a  time  at  Monessen,  under  the  firm  name  of  W.  S. 
Moore  &  Son.  He  then  became  funeral  director 
with  the  F.  D.  Clymer  Furniture  and  Undertaking 
Company.  On  July  1,  1924,  he  left  this  concern  to 
establish  the  Samuel  S.  Moore  Company  at  Indi¬ 
ana,  Pennsylvania,  carrying  on  a  furniture  business 
to  which,  in  September,  1925,  was  added  under¬ 
taking  and  funeral  directing.  The  concern,  which 
is  incorporated  with  E.  E.  Wells  as  president  and 
Samuel  S.  Moore  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  has 
without  doubt  the  most  modern  equipment  in  In¬ 
diana,  and  the  only  motor  ambulance  in  the  county. 
Mr.  Moore  is  a  member  and  Past  Master  of  Blue 
Lodge,  No.  638,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 
a  member  of  Phi  Kappa  Sigma  fraternity.  During 
the  World  War  he  interrupted  his  college  course 
to  serve  in  the  191st  Aero  Squadron,  and  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Houston,  Texas,  with  rank  of  sergeant. 
He  now  holds  membership  in  the  American  Legion, 
and,  belongs  also  the  Indiana  Kiwanis  Club  and  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics,  Mr.  Moore 
is  a  Republican. 

He  married,  in  1923,  Elizabeth  Treasure,  of 
Coraopolis,  Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Treasure,  and  they  have  one  son,  Samuel  S., 
Jr.,  born  June  2,  1925. 


LOUIS  E.  KOCH — Prominence  in  two  widely 
different  fields  is  the  distinction  held  by  Louis  E. 
Koch.  Mr.  Koch  is  president  of  The  Koch  Mor¬ 
tuary,  Inc.,  leading  morticians  of  Bradford  and 
McKean  County,  and  he  is  also  a  director  in  the 
Kendal  Refining  Company  of  the  Bradford  oil 
fields,  in  which  region  he  is  well  known.  He  is 
a  local  club  and  fraternal  member  and  also  a 
foremost  citizen,  active  in  all  civic  affairs  and  a 
promoter  of  welfare,  of  Bradford,  where  he  is 
highly  respected  and  esteemed. 

Louis  E.  Koch,  son  of  Louis  Koch,  a  leading 
mortician  of  Dtmkirk,  New  York,  was  born  in 
that  city  January  2,  1881.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Dunkirk,  and  was  trained 
in  the  funeral  business  by  his  father. 

When  he  was  seventeen  years  old — in  1898 — 
Mr.  Koch  moved  to  Bradford,  where  he  went  into 
the  employ  of  his  brother,  Otto  Koch,  who  had 
at  that  time  been  well  established  as  a  funeral 
director  and  mortician  in  that  McKean  County 


city,  having  founded  the  Koch  Mortuary  in  1884. 
In  1907  the  two  brothers  became  partners,  estab¬ 
lishing  the  firm  of  Koch  Brothers,  and  together 
they  prospered.  In  1921  they  incorporated  the 
business,  whose  name  became  The  Koch  Mortuary, 
Inc.,  Louis  E.  Koch  becoming  president. 

Louis  E.  Koch  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Select  Morticians’  Association,  in  which  he  is  prom¬ 
inent.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Union  Lodge,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons ;  to  the  Knights  Templar 
of  Bradford;  the  Royal  Arch  Masons;  the  Cou- 
dersport  Consistory,  Scottish  Rite  Masons,  of  Pot¬ 
ter  County,  holding  the  thirty-second  degree,  and 
to  the  Ismailia  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Buffalo,  New 
York.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Bradford 
Lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  of  the  Bradford  Rotary  Club.  His  church 
is  the  First  Presbyterian,  of  Bradford. 

Mr.  Koch  married  Ethel  C.  Clark,  daughter  of 
the  late  T.  B.  Clark,  of  Bradford,  in  that  city. 
They  have  two  daughters,  Martha  U  and  Bar¬ 
bara  C. 


WILLIAM  FREDERICK  GROW— For  a 

quarter  of  a  century  engaged  in  the  general  store 
business  in  Duke  Center,  McKean  County,  and  for 
fifteen  years  an  oil  producer  at  that  center,  Wil¬ 
liam  Frederick  Grow  has  taken  his  place  among 
the  substantial  business  men  of  this  section  of  the 
State.  He  comes  of  good  old  French- American 
stock.  His  grandfather,  John  Grow,  having  been 
bom  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  France,  came  as  a  young 
man  to  America  and  settled  in  Pottsville,  Schuyl¬ 
kill  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  followed  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  a  drover,  and  was  often  engaged  in  driv¬ 
ing  his  cattle  across  the  country  to  the  Eastern 
markets  for  sale.  It  was  on  one  of  these  trips 
that  he  met  his  death  at  the  hands  of  robbers  while 
he  was  travelling  through  Schuylkill  County,  the 
murderers  stripping  him  of  all  the  money  he  had 
on  his  person.  He  married  and  had  children : 
Henry,  Elizabeth,  Frances,  John,  Catharine,  George 
N.,  Joseph,  Alary,  and  Augustus,  of  whom  further. 

Augustus  Grow,  youngest  son  of  John  Grow, 
the  immigrant  ancestor  of  William  Frederick 
Grow,  was  born  in  Pottsville,  Schuylkill  County, 
Pennsylvania,  March  29,  1850,  and  as  a  boy  began 
to  learn  the  baking  business.  He  was  seventeen 
when  he  went  to  Wilbes-Barre,  Pennsylvania,  and 
there  followed  his  trade  until  1871.  In  the  latter 
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year  he  removed  to  Parker’s  Landing,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  he  engaged  in  the  baking  business  on 
his  own  account,  remaining  in  that  village  until 
1873,  in  which  year  he  changed  his  location  to 
Fairview,  Butler  County,  and  there  followed  the 
same  line  of  business  for  some  fifteen  years.  In 
April,  1888,  he  came  into  McKean  County  and 
settled  at  Duke  Center,  where  he  again  entered 
the  baking  business,  and  in  addition  conducted  a 
general  store.  He  made  a  great  success  of  his 
enterprises  and  accumulated  considerable  property, 
and  in  1902  he  removed  to  Bradford,  and  in  this 
city  again  engaged  in  his  old  line,  continuing  in  it 
until  February,  1925,  when  he  retired  from  active 
business  pursuits.  He  has  an  attractive  and  hos¬ 
pitable  home  on  Main  Street,  in  Bradford,  where 
he  enjoys  old  associations  and  the  esteem  of  the 
community.  He  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  having  joined  Argyle  Lodge, 
No.  540,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  Petrolia, 
Butler  County,  and  on  removing  to  Duke  Center 
transferred  his  membership  to  Lodge  No.  555  of 
that  village,  and  after  locating  in  Bradford  he 
again  transferred  his  membership,  this  time  to 
Union  Lodge,  No.  334,  of  that  city.  He  was  Mas¬ 
ter  of  Lodge  No.  555,  in  1902,  while  living  in 
Duke  Center.  He  is  a  member  of  Bradford  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  260,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Trinity  Com- 
mandery,  No.  58  Knights  Templar,  of  Bradford; 
and  Ismailia  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  He 
was  a  charter  member  of  Keystone  Chapter,  No. 
2,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of  Duke  Center,  and 
when  Bradford  Chapter,  No.  61,  was  organized,  he 
became  one  of  the  original  members  of  that  body. 
He  married,  May  11,  1873,  Mary  Hofer,  daughter 
of  Henry  Hofer.  She  was  born  in  Hamburg,  New 
York,  July  5,  1849,  and  died  in  Bradford,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  December  9,  1920.  Children:  1.  Irvine,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eight.  2.  Mildred  A.,  who  lives 
at  Duke  Center.  3.  Walter,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eight  years.  4.  William  Frederick,  of  whom 
further.  5.  Joseph  A.,  who  lives  in  Bradford.  6. 
Mabel  Elizabeth,  married  Charles  B.  Walter,  and 
resides  in  Bradford. 

William  Frederick  Grow,  fourth  child  of  Au¬ 
gustus  and  Mary  (Hofer)  Grow,  was  born  in 
Fairview,  Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  July  5, 
1881,  and  in  April,  1888,  came  with  his  parents  on 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  Duke  Center.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and 


at  the  Rochester  Business  Institute.  He  first  was 
in  the  employ  of  his  father,  remaining  in  associ¬ 
ation  with  him  until  October  21,  1901,  when  he 
bought  of  his  parent  the  general  store  at  Duke 
Center,  where  he  continues  to  do  a  large  business, 
as  well  as  throughout  Otto  Township.  In  1910  he 
branched  out  into  the  oil-producing  business, 
having  as  a  partner,  C.  E.  Potter.  They 
conducted  their  operations  at  State  Line,  New 
York,  until  April,  1925,  when  he  disposed 
of  his  interest  at  that  point.  He  is  now  as¬ 
sociated  in  the  same  line  with  F.  E.  Wilson  and  D. 
L.  Dennis.  The  three  partners  purchased  the  old 
farm  of  George  N.  Grow,  an  uncle  of  Mr.  Grow, 
at  Duke  Center,  and  on  this  property  they  are  pro¬ 
ducing  oil  of  high  grade  and  in  paying  quantities. 

Mr.  Grow  is  a  member  of  Duke  Center  Lodge, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  he  and 
his  family  have  their  religious  association  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

William  Frederick  Grow  married,  November  26, 

1902,  Margaret  Gillespie,  daughter  of  Anthony  and 
Edna  (Hubbell)  Gillespie.  They  are  the  parents 
of  three  children :  1.  Margaret,  born  December  28, 

1903.  2.  Marion,  born  November  26,  1906.  3. 

William,  born  July  12,  1911. 


WILLIAM  T.  LANE— Having  proved  the 
wisdom  of  making  the  change  from  the  jeweler’s 
and  optical  business  to  that  of  oil-producing,  Wil¬ 
liam  T.  Lane  for  fifteen  years  has  been  engaged 
in  the  latter  enterprise  with  a  goodly  measure  of 
success  attendant  upon  his  industry,  energy,  and 
business  ability.  He  now  operates  on  two  leases, 
one  in  McKean  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
other  in  Allegany  County,  New  York.  He  has  be¬ 
come  widely  known  in  the  oil  producing  trade,  hav¬ 
ing  the  esteem  of  his  business  associates  and  hold¬ 
ing  the  good  will  of  a  large  body  of,  customers. 

Born  in  Friendship,  New  York,  April  7,  1867, 
William  T.  Lane  is  the  son  of  David  and  Mary 
Ann  (Torrey)  Lane;  his  father,  born  in  a  town 
near  Boston,  Massachusetts,  was  among  those  who 
early  settled  Western  New  York,  having  a  farm 
at  Friendship  which  he  conducted  until  his  death. 
His  son,  William  T.,  received  his  education  in  the 
district  school  and  the  academy  at  Friendship  until 
he  was  twelve  years  old,  when  he  started  out  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  He  first  learned 
the  trades  of  jeweler  and  optician,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  at  Friendship  until  1890,  in  which  year 
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he  came  to  Bradford,  where  he  was  employed  in 
the  same  line  from  1890  to  1906.  In  the  latter  year 
he  opened  a  store  of  his  own,  which  he  successfully 
managed  until  1912,  when  he  disposed  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  that  he  might  enter  the  oil-producing  field. 
He  bought  a  lease  in  Keating  Township,  McKean 
County,  this  State,  and  later  took  over  a  lease  at 
Bolivar,  New  York.  His  operations,  while  not 
conducted  on  an  extremely  large  scale,  have  re¬ 
sulted  in  good  revenue  yielders,  and  Mr.  Lane  has 
made  for  himself  a  fixed  place  in  the  communities 
of  operators,  both  in  this  and  the  neighbor  State. 
He  is  of  the  independent  type  of  voter,  not  claim¬ 
ing  alliance  with  any  political  party.  The  family’s 
religious  association  has  in  general  been  with  the 
Presbyterian  denomination. 

Mr.  Lane  married,  in  1896,  Carrie  L.  Adams, 
daughter  of  James  L.  Adams,  of  Bradford.  She 
died  January  3,  1919.  They  had  no  children.  Mr. 
Lane  has  his  residence  at  No.  133  Williams  Street, 
Bradford. 


JOHN  A.  STILL— The  excellent  professional 
services  offered  by  John  A.  Still  in  the  exercise  of 
his  good  offices  as  a  leading  funeral  director  of 
Bradford  are  made  possible  in  very  large  measure 
through  his  attitude  of  progressiveness  by  which 
he  accepts  every  proved  modern  advance  that  he 
may  the  better  minister  to  those  who  command 
him  in  their  time  of  bereavement.  Mr.  Still  has 
the  prestige  of  having  beeir  the  first  mortician  in 
McKean  County  to  make  use  of  the  gray  funeral 
hearse.  He  also  improved  his  offices  and  display 
rooms  and  installed  a  chapel  on  his  property.  All 
of  these  arrangements  and  equipment  are  the  last 
word  in  the  up-to-date  funeral  director’s  line.  In 
addition  he  set  himself  to  becoming  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  funeral  and  burial  customs  of 
all  religious  bodies  within  the  territory  that  he 
serves,  and  thus  is  enabled  to  meet  in  a  sympa¬ 
thetic  and  finished  manner  the  requirements  of 
Catholics  and  Protestants,  and  other  sects,  since 
his  services  are  in  demand  by  persons  of  various 
creeds  and  shades  of  belief.  It  should  be  said  that 
he  considers  himself,  in  his  professional  capacity, 
as  a  servant  to  the  entire  Bradford  community. 

John  A.  Still  was  born  in  Waterloo,  New  York, 
July  14,  1876,  the  son  of  George  and  Alice  (Mar¬ 
tin)  Still.  His  father  was  a  skilled  cabinet  maker, 
and  in  his  earlier  years  he  was  employed  at  his 
trade  in  Oil  City,  Pithole,  and  Union  City,  Penn¬ 


sylvania.  He  afterwards  settled  in  Waterloo,  New 
York,  where  he  established  himself  in  his  own 
shop  as  a  cabinet  maker.  He  and  his  wife  still 
reside  in  that  town.  Their  son,  John  A.,  received 
his  elementary  and  grammar  education  in  the 
Waterloo  public  schools  and  finished  at  the  high 
school  there,  in  1892.  For  several  years  he  was 
connected  with  the  dry  goods  business,  and  event¬ 
ually  he  followed  his  inclinations,  and  in  1898  be¬ 
gan  to  practice  the  profession  of  funeral  director 
in  Waterloo,  New  York,  remaining  thus  engaged 
in  his  native  town  for  five  years.  In  1903  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Bradford,  where  he  at  once  began  to  es¬ 
tablish  an  enviable  reputation  for  efficiency,  pro¬ 
gressiveness,  and  sympathetic  service.  His  estab¬ 
lishment  at  No.  141  Main  Street,  formerly  of  the 
A.  O.  Osgood  estate,  which  he  purchased  in  1920, 
is  said  to  be  the  most  modern  of  its  kind  hereabout. 
Here  he  has  his  general  offices,  private  offices,  and 
consultation  rooms,  finely  appointed  show  rooms 
and  a  chapel  of  the  present-day  type,  where  ser¬ 
vices  may  be  held  as  exclusively  or  publicly  as  the 
parties  may  desire.  He  also  has  a  large  number 
of  motor  cars  connected  with  his  own  private 
garage,  so  that  the  transportation  needs  of  his 
clients  may  be  readily  and  satisfactorily  supplied. 
The  fact  that  he  does  not  direct  his  professional 
practice  mainly  or  exclusively  for  people  of  any 
one  religious  persuasion  constitutes  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  good  will  he  enjoys. 

Mr.  Still  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Bradford 
Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks ; 
and  Bradford  Lodge,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose;  a 
member  of  the  local  council,  Knights  of  Columbus ; 
a  communicant  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church;  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Star  Garage,  of  Bradford ;  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Miller  Casket  Company,  of  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania;  member  of  the  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Funeral  Directors’  Association;  Penn  State 
and  National  associations ;  and  a  stockholder  in  the 
Community  Savings  and  Loan  Company  of  Brad¬ 
ford,  Pennsylvania. 

John  A.  Still  married,  in  1915,  at  Bradford,  Mar¬ 
garet  Catherine  Roche,  daughter  of  James  Roche. 
They  have  children :  Marguerite  Alice,  John  A., 
Jr.,  and  George  Joseph.  The  Still  family  resi¬ 
dence  is  at  No.  57  Congress  Street,  Bradford. 


FRANK  D.  KORNER — The  Komer  family 
has  been  connected  with  the  oil  industry  in  Ve¬ 
nango  County  since  its  earliest  days,  Gustavus 
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Korner  being  among  the  pioneers  to  develop  oil 
wells  at  Pithole.  Frank  D.  Korner  was  born  at 
Reno,  Venango  County,  on  December  7,  1880,  son 
of  Gustavus  and  Emily  (Durgans)  Korner.  Gus- 
tavus  Korner  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  and 
shortly  after  he  was  discharged  from  the  army 
he  began  his  career  in  the  oil  drilling  industry. 
His  next  venture  into  oil  fields  was  at  Oil  City, 
then  at  Franklin,  and  in  1882  he  entered  the  Brad¬ 
ford  oil  fields,  being  employed  in  the  Garlock  Hol¬ 
low  district.  Here  he  purchased  a  lease  and  was  a 
producer  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  St. 
Petersburg,  Florida,  in  1910.  He  had  three  sons. 
Carl,  the  eldest,  died  when  he  was  twenty-three 
years  old.  The  two  surviving  sons,  Ernest  L.  and 
Frank  D.,  are  associated  in  business,  carrying  on 
the  work  which  was  started  by  their  father. 

Frank  D.  Korner  was  but  two  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  moved  to  Bradford.  He  attended  the 
public  schools,  and  upon  the  completion  of  his  edu¬ 
cation  was  employed  by  his  father  in  the  oil  pro¬ 
ducing  business,  acquiring  an  interest  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  after  a  time  and  working  with  his  father  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  when]  he  and  his  brother 
took  over  the  oil  lease  which  his  father  had  held. 
They  own  now  about  a  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  on  which  are  located  fifty  wells.  Mr.  Kor¬ 
ner  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is  one  of  the 
original  directors  of  the  Bradford  Oil  Refining 
Company.  He  is  now  (1926)  serving  as  vice- 
president  of  this  concern.  He  is  one  of  the  well- 
known  men  of  this  section  of  the  State. 

Hunting  and  fishing  are  the  sports  which  es¬ 
pecially  appeal  to  Mr.  Korner,  and  in  these  pas¬ 
times  he  finds  his  recreation.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Bradford  Gun  Club  and  the  Bradford  Club, 
and  is  identified  also  with  the  Bradford  Lodge, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

In  1917  Frank  D.  Korner  married  Margaret 
Devlin,  daughter  of  James  Devlin,  of  Dallas,  Mc¬ 
Kean  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Korner  have  their 
residence  at  No.  16  Sanford  Street,  Bradford. 


JOSEPH  HENRY  CURRY  — Grove  City  has 
good  reason  to  look  upon  the  bakery  and  confec¬ 
tionery  business  of  Mr.  Curry  as  a  familiar  and 
welcome  landmark  among  the  mercantile  interests 
of  this  progressive  community,  for  Mr.  Curry’s 
enterprising  methods,  combined  with  the  whole¬ 
some  style  and  upkeep  of  his  establishment,  have 
shared  in  no  minor  way  in  the  general  excellence 


of  Grove  City’s  central  business  section.  As  a 
public  official,  as  well,  Mr.  Curry  performs  the 
duties  of  his  office  with  similar  efficiency  and  thor¬ 
oughness.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Curry,  a 
wagon  builder,  who  is  now  deceased,  and  Mary 
Elizabeth  (Atkinson)  Curry,  who  survives  her 
husband. 

Joseph  Henry  Curry  was  born  April  26,  1879,  at 
North  Liberty,  Mercer  County,  where  he  attended 
the  public  schools,  afterwards  taking  a  special 
course  in  business  lines  at  night  school.  He  learned 
the  baker’s  and  confectioner’s  business,  and  with 
the  establishment  of  his  present  business  at  Grove 
City  in  1905,  he  has  met  with  well-deserved  suc¬ 
cess.  In  the  political  field  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
his  appointment  as  president  of  the  Board  of 
Health  met  with  public  approval.  Mr.  Curry’s 
fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite 
of  the  thirty-second  degree,  and  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  the 
Knights  of  Malta;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Kiwanis  and  Country  clubs.  His  religious  faith  is 
that  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Joseph  Henry  Curry  married,  April  20,  1904, 
Eva  Rozella  MacDougall,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  Ann  (Dunwoody)  MacDougall. 


PETER  H.  COLT,  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Union  Furniture  and  Novelty  Company,  with 
which  he  has  been  associated  since  its  establish¬ 
ment  in  1914,  and  also  its  general  manager,  is 
one  of  the  well  known  business  men  of  Warren, 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  El¬ 
mira  (Luther)  Colt.  His  father  was  born  in  1823 
in  Leboeuf  Township,  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  engaged  during  the  early  part  of  his  life 
as  a  stage  coach  driver,  driving  mail  and  passen¬ 
gers  from  Erie  to  Meadville  for  twenty-one  years. 
Later  he  was  a  farmer  until  his  death  in  1915. 
Mr.  Colt’s  mother  was  born  in  Canal  Township, 
Venango  County,  in  1841,  and  died  in  1908. 

Peter  H.  Colt  was  born  in  Leboeuf  Township, 
Pennsylvania,  August  25,  1874,  and  was  educated 
in  the  elementary  schools,  the  high  school  at  Union 
City,  Waterford  Acddemy,  and  a  business  college 
in  Union  City.  After  leaving  school  he  worked 
for  a  year  in  the  grocery  business  and  then  en¬ 
tered  a  furniture  factory  at  Union  City  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  1914,  when  he  came  to  Warren 
and  organized  what  is  now  known  as  the  Union 
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Furniture  and  Novelty  Company,  of  which  he  has 
been  secretary,  treasurer  and  general  manager 
since  its  incorporation.  At  the  start  the  factory 
had  about  15,000  square  feet  of  space  and  em¬ 
ployed  about  ten  hands,  but  in  the  nine  years  of 
its  existence  it  has  grown  so  rapidly  that  it  now 
has  about  40,000  square  feet  and  employs  fifty 
hands.  The  product  of  the  concern  is  children’s 
furniture,  screened  cribs  and  a  line  of  medicine 
cabinets,  and  they  are  the  only  manufacturers  in 
this  field  in  Warren  County.  The  present  officers 
of  the  firm  are  L.  S.  Colt,  president ;  R.  W.  Stone, 
vice-president ;  and  P.  H.  Colt,  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer.  It  is  largely  due  to  Mr.  Colt’s  efficient  busi¬ 
ness  management  that  the  concern  has  had  such 
a  marked  success  in  the  course  of  its  nine  years 
of  business.  Mr.  Colt  is  a  member  of  the  Lions 
Club,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  and  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  he  serves  as  trustee.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order, 
all  bodies  of  both  York  and  Scottish  Rites,  and 
the  Shrine,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Commercial  Travelers’  Association.  His  favorite 
sports  are  baseball,  fishing  and  hunting. 

Mr.  Colt  married,  in  1898,  Lottie  S.  Gillett,  born 
in  Union  City,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  have  two 
children:  Charlotte  L.  and  Peter  H.,  Jr. 


A.  M.  SCHETTIG — Among  the  leading  busi¬ 
ness  concerns  of  Ebensburg,  Cambria  County,  this 
State,  is  that  of  Schettig  Brothers,  dealers  in  hard¬ 
ware  and  kindred  wares,  including  furniture,  paints 
and  agricultural  implements.  A.  M.  Schettig  was 
born  June  29,  1879,  in  Cambria  Township, 

Cambria  County,  the  son  of  Adam  and  Mary 
M.  (Eckenrode)  Schettig,  of  that  town,  both 
now  deceased.  The  father  was  a  farmer, 
and  the  son  grew  up  amid  the  usual  rural 
surroundings,  accustomed  to  the  duties  of  a  far¬ 
mer’s  son,  which  made  him  acquainted  with  ap¬ 
plication  and  industrious  pursuit  of  an  aim.  Under 
the  wise  direction  of  his  parents  he  sought  to  pre¬ 
pare  himself  for  the  duties  of  life  by  absorbing 
such  educational  aids  as  the  public  schools  of  the 
town  afforded.  That  he  was  a  faithful  student  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  he  was  qualified  to  teach, 
under  such  influences,  and  for  a  period  of  three 
years  he  followed  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 
Following  this,  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a 
hardware  store  in  Ebensburg  until  1902,  when  he 


was  able  to  establish  himself  in  an  independent 
business.  In  association  with  his  brother,  he  es¬ 
tablished  the  Schettig  Brothers’  Hardware  Com¬ 
pany,  in  Ebensburg,  now  the  oldest  and  largest  con¬ 
cern  of  the  kind  in  that  place.  By  uniform  cour¬ 
tesy,  just  dealing  and  careful  attention  to  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  trade,  they  have  built  up  a  hand¬ 
some  business  and  enjoy  the  confidence  and  re¬ 
spect  of  the  people  of  the  county.  A.  M.  Schettig 
is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  a  patriotic  citizen,  friend 
of  wise  government  but  not  a  seeker  of  public 
office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus  and  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Ebensburg.  He 
worships  at  Holy  Name  Roman,  Catholic  Church, 
with  his  family,  and  endeavors  to  promote  all  its 
Christianizing  influences. 

Mr.  Schettig  was  married  October  21,  1903,  to 
Mary  F.  McCann,  and  they  have  four  children : 
Helene,  Donald,  Rosemary,  and  Colette. 


FRANK  BURTON  SISLEY— Grove  City 
industries  rightly  claim  their  place  in  the  front 
rank  in  communities  of  like  population  in  this 
State,  the  Grove  City  Brass  and  Bronze  Company, 
of  which  Mr.  Sisley  is  the  secretary,  yielding  to 
no  other  in  the  excellence  of  its  product.  Mr.  Sisley 
from  the  beginning  of  his  career  has  mastered  the 
foundry  business,  applying  the  results  of  his  train¬ 
ing  to  the  substantial  value  and  steady  increase  of 
the  business  of  which  he  is  now  an  official.  He 
has  the  esteem  of  his  associates  and  of  his  fel¬ 
low-citizens,  and  his  leadership  in  civic  office  is 
but  one  of  the  results  of  his  ability  to  guide  men 
and  affairs.  He  is  the  son  of  John  O.  Sisley,  a 
pattern  maker,  and  Mary  A.  (Burton)  Sisley,  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased. 

Frank  Burton  Sisley  was  born  May  23,  1873,  >n 
Greenville,  Mercer  County,  where  he  attended  the 
public  schools.  He  began  to  learn  the  business  of 
foundryman  with  the  Hodge  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  of  Greenville,  and  with  his  removal  to  Grove 
City  in  1902,  he  was  employed  by  the  Bessemer 
Laundry  Company  and  is  at  present  a  member  of 
the  firm.  He  is  a  Prohibitionist  in  the  political 
field,  and  exerts  his  influence  in  that  party’s  favor 
by  both  vote  and  influence.  Since  1923,  he  has 
been  the  president  of  the  Grove  City  Borough 
Council.  During  a  period  of  seventy-one  days  he 
served  with  Company  K,  15th  Regiment,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Guard,  at  the  time  of  the  Homestead 
strike.  Mr.  Sisley’s  fraternal  affiliations  are  with 
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the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  thirty-second  degree;  and 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a 
member  of  Grove  City  Commercial  Club,  and  of 
the  Kiwanis  Club.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Frank  Burton  Sisley  married,  November  18, 
1896,  at  Greenville,  Adda  S.  Amy,  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Adeline  (Bortz)  Amy;  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  eight  children :  Lauretta,  Robert,  a  teacher 
at  New  Kingston  High  School;  Richard,  Martha, 
Charles,  Adelaide,  and  Annabelle  and  Isabelle, 
twins. 


CHARLES  HAYTER  CORWIN— The  Cor¬ 
win  family,  of  which  Charles  Hayter  Corwin, 
Bradford  oil  producer  and  substantial  citizen,  is  a 
member,  traces  its  lineage  to  the  American  im¬ 
migrant  ancestor,  Matthias  Corwin,  born  in  Eng¬ 
land  between  1590  and  1600,  died  in  September, 
1658,  who  came  to  New  England,  and  in  1634  re¬ 
ceived  a  second  grant  of  land  at  Ipswich,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  He  joined  the  company  headed  by  Rev. 
John  Young  and  settled  at  Southold,  Long  Island, 
in  October,  1640,  and  lived  there  for  eighteen  years, 
until  his  death.  He  was  a  large  land  owner  and 
a  town  officer.  His  wife  was  Margaret,  and  they 
had  children:  John,  Martha  and  TTieophilus.  The 
line  of  descent  is  through  Theophilus  Corwin 
(1634-1692),  his  son,  Daniel  (1660-1719),  his  son, 
Daniel  (2)  (1690-1747),  his  son,  Edward  (1710- 
1732),  his  son,  Edward  (1731-1765),  his  son,  Ed¬ 
ward  (3),  born  on  Long  Island,  New  York,  Feb¬ 
ruary  13,  1759,  died  on  the  farm  of  his  son  on  Po¬ 
tato  Creek,  McKean  County,  Pennsylvania,  Sep¬ 
tember  15,  1849.  He  enlisted  in  the  Continental 
Army  when  seventeen  years  of  age  and  served  six 
years  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  During  the  Rev¬ 
olution  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  Indians,  who  de¬ 
livered  him  up  to  the  British,  who  held  him  twenty- 
two  months.  He  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
Burgoyne,  saw  Major  Andre  hanged,  and  other¬ 
wise  had  a  thrilling  military  experience.  Before 
the  war  he  lived  in  Connecticut,  and  after  the  war 
he  was  a  merchant  in  New  York  City,  then  in  Caze- 
novia,  Madison  County,  New  York,  thence  remov¬ 
ing  to  Norwich  Township,  McKean  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  about  1822,  living  in  that  county  the  rest 
of  his  life.  He  married  (first)  Esther  Barstow, 
of  Franklin,  Connecticut,  and  had  children :  Bester 
and  a  son.  He  married  (second)  Olive  Colegrove, 


of  Rhode  Island,  and  by  this  marriage  had  chil¬ 
dren :  Harry,  Esther,  Ghordis,  Olive,  Edward,  Jr., 
Benjamin,  Eliza  M.,  Nancy  H.,  Diana  M.,  Philetus 
P.  and  John  C.,  the  latter  the  grandfather  of 
Charles  Hayter  Corwin,  and  of  whom  further. 

John  C.  Corwin,  son  of  Edward  (3)  and  Olive 
(Colegrove)  Corwin,  was  born  in  Cazenovia,  Mad¬ 
ison  County,  New  York,  January  5,  1817,  died  in 
Friendship,  New  York,  February  9,  1896,  was  a 
pioneer  settler  of  what  now  is  known  as  Corwin 
Center,  McKean  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
carried  on  a  farm,  also  did  carpentering  and  pro¬ 
duced  oil.  He\  removed  to  Friendship,  New  York, 
where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days.  He  married 
Julia  A.  Robbins,  born  in  Salem,  New  Jersey,  De¬ 
cember  24,  1818,  died  January  6,  1915,  their  mar¬ 
riage  having  taken  place  October  14,  1840.  They 
had  children:  Oscar,  Theresa,  Wilbur,  of  whom 
further ;  Glover,  George,  Mary  J.,  married  Daniel 
Cass,  and  lives  at  Richburg,  Allegany  County,  New 
York,  she  being  the  only  surviving  member  of  this 
family;  Olive  E.  and  Herbert. 

Wilbur  Corwin,  son  of  John  C.  and  Julia  A. 
(Robbins)  Corwin,  was  born  in  Corwin  Center, 
Foster  Township,  McKean  County,  Pennsylvania, 
July  31,  1849,  died  in  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  July 
23,  1887,  was  a  farmer  and  later  an  oil  producer, 
having  been  a  pioneer  in  the  Bradford  field,  where 
he  had  valuable  holdings.  His  career  was  cut  short 
at  the  untimely  age  of  thirty -eight  years.  He 
married  twice.  He  married,  August  18,  1877, 
Eliza  Jane  Hayter,  daughter  of  Charles  Hayter 
She  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years,  leaving 
one  son,  Charles  Hayter,  of  whom  further. 

Charles  Hayter  Corwin,  only  child  of  Wilbur 
and  Eliza  Jane  (Hayter)  Corwin,  was  born  in  Cor¬ 
win  Center,  Pennsylvania,  April  22,  1879,  was  left 
an  orphan  when  quite  a  young  boy.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  district,  the  Bradford 
High  School  and  a  commercial  college.  He  deter¬ 
mined  to  follow  in  his  father’s  footsteps  and  be¬ 
come  an  oil  producer.  In  1897,  when  he  was  eight¬ 
een  years  old,  he  purchased  a  lease  at  Garlock  Hol¬ 
low,  on  land  that  had  been  owned  by  his  father, 
the  property  containing  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  acres  of  valuable  oil  land,  on  which  are 
thirty-three  producing  wells.  He  is  a  man  of  large 
and  important  connections  in  the  Bradford  area, 
being  a  stockholder  in  the  Bradford  Oil  Refining 
Company,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organizers. 
He  is  an  independent  voter;  affiliated  with  the  In- 
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dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bradford  Board 
of  Commerce  and  the  Bradford  Club.  His  re¬ 
ligious  fellowship  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Sawyer  City. 

Mr.  Corwin  married,  in  1899,  at  Jamestown, 
New  York,  Catherine  Brown,  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Emma  (Field)  Brown.  They  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  Jane,  Charles  H.,  Jr.,  and 
Katheryn. 

Charles  Hayter,  maternal  grandfather  of  Charles 
Hayter  Corwin,  was  born  in  England.  He  was  a 
machinist  by  trade,  and  had  charge  of  a  cotton 
mill  in  England,  remaining  with  the  company  for 
twenty-one  years.  He  married,  in  England,  Fanny 
Buckert,  who  was  born  in  the  same  town  as  he, 
and  where  they  grew  up  together.  He  came  to 
America  with  his  wife  and  oldest  children,  who 
were  born  in  England,  and  settled  in  Marsburg, 
McKean  County,  Pennsylvania,  about  ten  miles 
from  the  city  of  Bradford.  He  purchased  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  eight  acres,  of  which  but 
twelve  acres  were  cleared  at  the  time.  He  set 
himself  to  clearing  the  land,  and  transformed  its 
appearance  vastly  from  what  it  had  been  when 
owned  by  William  Hoop,  who  sold  it  to  Mr.  Hay¬ 
ter,  who  lived  on  the  place  until  his  death,  aged 
fifty-five  years.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years  at  the  home  of  her  son,  John  C.  Hay¬ 
ter,  in  Bradford.  Children:  I.  Rev.  Henry  J., 
died  at  Garlock  Hollow,  McKean  County;  he  was 
a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
had  preached  to  charges  in  New  Jersey,  New  York 
State,  Florida,  and  Pennsylvania,  having  been  in 
the  ministry  for  fifty-two  years.  2.  Elizabeth, 
married  Joshua  Drake;  he  died  in  service  in  the 
Civil  War,  and  she  married  (second)  P.  M.  Fuller, 
also  a  Civil  War  veteran  and  associate  judge  of 
McKean  County,  who  died  in  Bradford.  3.  Mary 
Ann,  married  John  A.  Dietz,  and  resides  in  Lewis 
Run,  McKean  County.  4.  Joseph  Henry,  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  in  the  Civil 
War;  a  member  of  the  famous  “Bucktail”  Regi¬ 
ment,  the  1st  Pennsylvania  Riflemen.  5.  Jane 
Elizabeth,  married  Wilbur  Corwin;  they  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Charles  Hayter  Corwin  of  this  review.  6. 
John  C.,  born  in  Marsburg,  McKean  County,  in 
1859,  and  has  for  years  been  employed  on  oil 
leases  in  McKean  County.  He  married  Margaret 
Ellen  Keelan,  and  they  reside  at  No.  171  West 


Washington  Street,  Bradford.  The  parents  of 
these  children  lie  buried  in  Oak  Hill  Cemetery, 
Bradford. 

Charles  Hayter  Corwin  has  offices  at  No.  145 
Main  Street,  and  his  residence  at  No.  51  Elm 
Street,  Bradford,  Pennsylvania. 


ROY  NEVILLE— A  native  of  Ontario,  Can¬ 
ada,  Roy  Neville  was  brought  to  Pennsylvania 
early  in  life  and  was  educated  in  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Guelph,  Canada,  in  1879,  the  son  of 
George  and  Agnes  (Armstrong)  Neville.  The 
father  was  a  building  contractor,  and  about  1884 
he  removed  his  family  to  Braddock,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  established  himself  in  the 
building  business.  He  died  in  1888.  Roy 
Neville  was  graduated  from  Westminster  Col¬ 
lege,  New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
class  of  1902.  He  studied  law  at  Harv- 
vard  University,  and  in  the  office  of  Judge  J. 
A.  McLaughry,  at  Sharon,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1905,  and  in  that  year  began  practice  in  Sharon. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  is  a  member 
of  Sharon  Lodge,  No.  250,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons ;  of  Norman  Chapter,  No.  244,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  Rebecca  Commandery,  No.  50,  Knights 
Templar;  Sharon  Lodge,  No.  347,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows ;  and  Ancient  Accepted  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite  bodies  of  the  Valley  of  New  Castle. 


LEWIS  CRATE  NORRIS,  chief  clerk  of  the 
county  commissioner  of  Clearfield  County,  is  the 
descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  prominent  club 
man,  an  active  citizen  of  the  county  and  State, 
and  is  known  throughout  most  of  Pennsylvania. 

Lewis  Crate  Norris  was  born  in  Clearfield 
County,  near  Curwensville,  August  19,  1867.  His 
father,  Isaac  B.  Norris,  now  living  at  Curwens¬ 
ville,  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm  near  that  place. 
Isaac  B.  Norris  fought  in  the  Civil  War,  command¬ 
ing  a  military  prison  at  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas, 
serving  in  Company  B.  22d  Ohio  Regiment,  hav¬ 
ing  enlisted  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  was  at¬ 
tending  school  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment.  Cap¬ 
tain  Norris  served  under  General  Butler  in  the 
Red  River  campaign.  Born  July  30,  1843,  he  has 
been  a  lumberman  of  prominence  and  a  banker  of 
note,  having  been  director  in  three  banks  and  being 
now  vice-president  of  the  Curwensville  State  Bank. 
Captain  Norris  held  many  public  positions  in  Cur- 
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vvensville,  among  them  that  of  burgess  and  that  of 
school  director.  His  father,  John  Norris,  grand¬ 
father  of  the  present  chief  clerk  of  the  Clearfield 
County  Commissioners,  was  the  father  of  sixteen 
children,  all  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in 
Clearfield  County,  where  Moses  Norris,  father  of 
John,  first  settled  in  1812.  John  Norris  was  a 
county  commissioner,  and  for  many  years  justice  of 
the  peace.  The  first  Pennsylvanian  of  the  Norris 
family  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  The  members  of  the  Norris  family  have 
always  been  big  land  owners  in  Clearfield  County. 

The  mother  of  Lewis  Crate  Norris  was  Anna 
(Caldwell)  Norris,  who  was  born  near  Curwens- 
ville  in  1849,  the  daughter  of  William  Caldwell  and 
Ann  (McCreight)  Caldwell,  the  latter  of  Jefferson 
County,  and  the  daughter  of  an  old  Jefferson 
County  family.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
Lewis  Crate  Norris,  William  Caldwell,  was  bom 
near  Curwensville,  the  son  of  Samuel  Caldwell,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  The  Caldwell  fam¬ 
ily  has  always  been  a  prominent  one,  and  it  is  one 
of  the  oldest  in  the  State. 

Lewis  Crate  Norris  was  educated  in  the  public 
and  high  schools  of  Curwensville,  graduating  from 
the  Curwensville  High  School  in  1887,  and  from 
Eastman’s  Business  College,  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York,  in  1888.  Up  to  1907  he  was  engaged  in  the 
lumber  and  mercantile  businesses,  and  that  year  be¬ 
came  chief  clerk  of  the  Clearfield  County  com¬ 
missioners,  a  post  he  has  held  ever  since  (nineteen 
years).  For  the  past  seven  years  Mr.  Norris  has 
been  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Association  of  County  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Norris,  \Uio  is  a  Republican,  as  are  and  have 
been  the  members  of  both  the  Norris  and  Cald¬ 
well  families,  is  a  member  of  the  Tall  Cedars  of 
Lebanon,  Curwensville  Forest.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  the  Clearfield 
Chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  the 
Moshannon  Commandery  of  the  Knights  Templar. 
During  the  existence  of  the  Clearfield  County  His¬ 
torical  Society,  Mr.  Norris  was  its  secretary. 

Mr.  Norris,  who  is  an  ardent  hunter  and  fish¬ 
erman,  fond  of  outdoor  life  and  an  enthusiastic 
athlete,  was  secretary  for  some  time  of  the  Clear¬ 
field  County  Hunting  and  Fishing  Association,  and 
was  active  in  obtaining  legislation  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  wild  game. 

He  married  Mary  Hartshorne,  eldest  daughter 


of  Brigadier-General  William  R.  Hartshorne,  a 
Civil  War  veteran,  on  September  30,  1891.  Mrs. 
Norris’  father  was  colonel  of  the  Bucktail  Regi¬ 
ment  throughout  the  Civil  War,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  war  was  brevetted  a  brigadier-general  in 
reward  for  meritorious  conduct  on  the  field  of 
battle.  General  Hartshorne  died  at  Philadelphia 
in  1905.  His  widow,  Alice  (Breese)  Hartshorne, 
whom  he  wedded  during  the  Civil  War  period,  re¬ 
sides  principally  at  Clearfield.  His  daughter,  Mrs. 
Norris,  was  born  in  Juniata  County,  and  she  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Curwensville,  and 
in  the  seminary  in  Juniata  County.  She  is  a 
woman  of  high  intellectual  attainments,  and  is  mu¬ 
sical  with  artistic  inclinations. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norris  have  twin  daughters:  1. 
Anna,  married  Walter  R.  Sohn,  a  Harrisburg  at¬ 
torney.  2.  Alice,  married  Edward  Dufton,  Clear¬ 
field  hardware  merchant.  The  Norris  family  at¬ 
tends  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Clearfield,  of 
which  they  are  members. 


CHARLES  FORSGREN — Widely  experi¬ 
enced  in  the  furniture  business,  in  which  he  has 
been  engaged  for  many  years,  Charles  Forsgren, 
general  manager  and  one  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Conewango  Furniture  Company,  of  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  holds  the  reputation  of  an  able 
business  man,  and  is  well  liked  in  Warren,  where 
he  has  lived  since  1911.  Mr.  Forsgren  is  also 
manager  of  the  Garland  Chair  Company,  of  Gar¬ 
land,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  son  of  Carl  S.  and 
Chariot  (Johanson)  Forsgren,  both  natives  of 
Sweden,  his  father,  who  was  Governor  of  Vester- 
botten  Lan  in  Sweden,  having  died  in  1920,  his 
mother  in  1922. 

Charles  Forsgren  was  born;  in  Sweden,  Septem¬ 
ber  11,  1871,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  country,  and  by  private  tutors.  After  fin¬ 
ishing  his  education  he  came  to  the  United  States 
and  was  employed  in  the  lumber  business  for  a 
period  of  three  years.  For  the  next  five  years  he 
was  engaged  in  the  furniture  business  with  the 
Randolph  Furniture  Company,  of  Randolph,  New 
York,  and  he  then  became  a  piano  salesman,  selling 
for  the  Strauberg  musical  house,  of  Jamestown, 
for  three  years,  and  later  selling  pianos  for  him¬ 
self  for  the  next  four  years.  He  then  became 
founder  and  proprietor  of  the  Anchor  Furniture 
Company,  of  Jamestown,  New  York,  which  he 
managed  until  1906,  when  he  sold  out  and  built  the 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


479 


plant  of  the  Excelsior  Furniture  Company,  also  of 
Jamestown,  and  was  later  associated  with  the 
Golden  Furniture  Company  of  Jamestown,  which 
became  the  Jamestown  Window  Screen  Company. 
Finally,  in  1911,  with  a  vast  store  of  practical  busi¬ 
ness  experience  in  the  furniture  world  behind  him, 
he  came  to  Warren  and  bought  an  interest  in  the 
Conewango  Furniture  Company,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  general  manager  of  this  concern.  Mr. 
Forsgren  serves  also  as  president  of  the  Crescent 
Furniture  Company  of  Warren,  and  manager  of 
the  Garland  Chair  Company,  of  Garland,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Lions 
Club  and  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  which 
he  is  one  of  the  directors,  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  favorite 
hobby  is  travel. 

Mr.  Forsgren  married,  in  February,  1906,  Hilma 
Tricia  Peterson,  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Reemer,  Harwood,  Russell,  Kermit,  Norman  and 
Clifford. 


GEORGE  G.  TITZELL — A  prominent  fig¬ 
ure  in  the  financial  world  of  Armstrong  County, 
Pennsylvania  is  George  G.  Titzell,  vice-president 
and  cashier  of  the  Farmers’  National  Bank  of  Kit¬ 
tanning.  He  was  born  on  July  1,  1857,  in  Kittan¬ 
ning,  the  son  of  Andrew  Titzell,  of  Perry  County, 
Pennsylvania,  who  was  in  the  steel  industry  until 
his  death  in  1888,  and  Caroline  (Graham)  Titzell, 
a  native  of  Armstrong  County.  His  maternal 
grandmother,  Mrs.  Richard  Graham,  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Absalom  Woodward,  who  located  in  Arm¬ 
strong  County  in  1782. 

George  G.  Titzell  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Kittanning,  and  as  soon  as  he  left  school 
in  1873  he  engaged  in  the  banking  business,  in 
which  he  has  continued  the  greater  part  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  career,  and  has  served  the  Farmers’  National 
Bank  of  Kittanning  in  various  capacities,  beginning 
at  the  bottom  rung  of  the  ladder.  He  was  made 
cashier  in  1908,  succeeding  G.  W.  Doverspike.  He 
was  subsequently  made  vice-president,  and  holds 
both  positions  at  the  present  time.  The  bank  was 
organized  in  1884,  when  a  charter  was  granted, 
and  since  that  time  the  bank  has  enjoyed  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  those  with  whom  it  has  dealt  by  conduct¬ 
ing  a  safe  banking  business,  and  by  dealing  fairly 
and  courteously  with  the  public. 

Few  banking  institutions  bear  a  more  general 


reputation  for  security.  It  has  had  only  three 
presidents  in  the  forty-odd  years  of  its  life.  John 
A.  Colwell,  the  first  president,  died  February  4, 
1902;  J.  A.  Gault,  who  was  elected  to  the  office  in 
1902,  served  until  his  death  on  October  9,  1921, 
and  Floy  C.  Jones  succeeded  him.  There  have  been 
but  two  cashiers  in  the  same  period.  George  W. 
Doverspike  served  from  1884  until  his  death  in 
May,  1908,  and  George  G.  Titzell  succeeded  him. 
The  highest  standards  of  conservative  banking  and 
business  integrity  have  been  maintained,  and  each 
succeeding  officer  has  striven  to  equal  the'  example 
of  those  who  went  before.  The  directors  com¬ 
prise  the  most  successful  and  substantial  men  of 
Kittanning,  the  board  being  composed  of  Floy  C. 
Jones,  John  S.  Porter,  George  G.  Titzell,  Benja¬ 
min  L.  Arnold,  Harry  R.  Gault,  E.  S.  Hutchi¬ 
son,  and  Peter  Graff,  3d.  The  present  officers  are : 
Floy  C.  Jones,  president;  John  S.  Porter,  vice- 
president;  George  G.  Titzell,  vice-president  and 
cashier ;  and  Calvin  E.  Miller,  assistant  cashier. 
The  statement  of  December  31,  1925,  showed 
assets  of  $1,305,000.  The  loans  and  discounts 
were  $413,000;  the  deposits  subject  to  check  were 
$333,664;  and  the  time  deposits,  $606,282. 

Mr.  Titzell  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  served 
as  president  of  the  Kittanning  School  Board  for 
ten  years.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the 
Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Kit¬ 
tanning  General  Hospital;  director  of  the  Kittan¬ 
ning  Country  Club,  and  director  and  treasurer  of 
the  Kittanning  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Titzell  married,  in  1888,  Gertrude  Golden, 
of  Kittanning,  daughter  of  Edward  S.  and  Sarah 
(Gates)  Golden.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Titzell  are  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  1.  Marguerite 
G.,  a  graduate  of  Pennsylvania  College  for  Women. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution.  2.  George  G.,  Jr.,  a  graduate  of  Yale 
University  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science. 
3.  Carolyn  W.,  a  graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania 
College  for  Women.  Mrs.  Titzell  was  president 
of  the  Armstrong  County  Chapter  of  the  Red 
Cross  during  the  World  War,  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  women  of  Kittanning  in  club  and  char¬ 
itable  work.  Mr.  Titzell’s  address  is  Kittanning, 
Pennsylvania. 


GEORGE  MASHANK,  JR. — Sharon  num¬ 
bers  among  its  promising  young  attorneys 
George  Mashank,  Jr.,  whose  short  legal  ca- 
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reer  has  already  put  him  on  the  road  toward 
success  in  his  field.  Rising  in  his  profession,  Mr. 
Mashank  is  popular  among  the  younger  genera¬ 
tion  in  Sharon,  and  is  now  enjoying  a  growing 
practice,  already  lucrative.  Mr.  Mashank  is  active 
in  civic,  political,  social,  and  fraternal  affairs,  and 
is  well  known  in  those  circles. 

George  Mashank,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Johnstown 
March  15,  1899,  the  son  of  George  Mashank,  a  suc¬ 
cessful  carpenter  and  builder,  and  Helen  (Nacin) 
Mashank.  His  early  education  he  obtained  in  the 
Sacred  Heart  Schools,  and  he  finished  his  ele¬ 
mentary  schooling  in  the  Sharon  High  School.  He 
then  attended  Duquesne  University,  in  Pittsburgh, 
and  took  his  legal  courses  in  the  Dickinson  Law 
School,  in  Carlisle,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1921  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He 
was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Pennsylvania  on  September  26,  1921,  and  to  the 
bar  of  Mercer  County  on  October  1,  1921.  He 
has  been  in  practice  in  Sharon  ever  since.  While 
attending  the  Dickinson  Law  School  during  the 
course  of  the  World  War,  Mr.  Mashank  served  in 
the  Student  Army  Training  Corps  of  the  institu¬ 
tion  from  October  1  to  December  15,  1918. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Mashank  belongs  to  the  Corpus 
Juris  Honorary  Society,  the  Delta  Chi  fraternity, 
and  Sharon  Lodge,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  professionally,  to  the  Mercer 
County  Bar  Association.  He  is  unmarried. 


HENRY  H.  McCONNELL— In  his  thor¬ 
ough-going  secretaryship  of  the  Pennsylvania  Gas 
Company,  Mr.  McConnell  is  a  very  able  factor  for 
the  general1  advancement  of  the  business  plans  of 
that  company,  his  cumulative  and  valued  experi¬ 
ences  with  a  number  of  concerns  of  related  busi¬ 
ness  usage  being  of  specific  use  in  his  present  ac¬ 
tivities.  He  is  an  expert  in^  both  gas  and  oil  in¬ 
terests,  and  well  versed  in  the  business  procedure 
of  the  extensive  concern  that  he  represents.  He 
is  a  son  of  James  Harvey  McConnell,  born  De¬ 
cember  11,  1835,  in  Butler  County,  died  December 
3,  1906,  and  Mary  Ann  (Ray)  McConnell,  who 
was  born  May  24,  1839,  in  Butler  County,  and  died 
April  8,  1914. 

Henry  H.  McConnell  was  born  November  29, 
1874,  in  Butler  County,  and  he  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Oil  City.  In  1890  he  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  the  Ohio  Oil  Company  as  a  messenger  boy, 
and  continued  with  that  company  two  years.  In 


1897,  Mr.  McConnell  reentered  the  employ  of  the 
South  Penn  Oil  Company,  all  these  concerns  hav¬ 
ing  their  headquarters  in  Oil  City.  Again,  in 
1892  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  National  Tran¬ 
sit  Company,  and  in  1894  he  was  active  with  the 
Ohio  Oil  Company  for  a  while.  In  1903  he  was 
associated  with  the  general  auditing  department 
of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  Jersey,  so 
continuing  until  1914,  when  as  general  auditor  of 
the  South  Penn  Oil  Company,  of  Pittsburgh,  he 
performed  the  important  duties  of  that  office.  On 
May  1,  1915,  he  became  associated  with  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Gas  Company  as  secretary  and  treasurer, 
and  he  continues  in  that  office. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  McConnell  is  affiliated  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  all  bodies  of  that 
order,  in  the  York  and  Scottish  Rites  and  the  An¬ 
cient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Natural  Gas  Associ¬ 
ation  of  America,  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
and  the  Conewango,  Conewango  Valley  Country, 
Conewango  Fishing,  Rotary,  and  Oil  City  Boat 
clubs;  and  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 
He  is  a  vestryman  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church.  Mr.  McConnell’s  hobbies  are  hunting  and 
fishing. 

Henry  H.  McConnell  married,  October  17,  1899, 
Gertrude  Bonnell  who  was  born  in  St.  Petersburg, 
this  State,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  son, 
Elliott  Bonnell  McConnell. 


EMORY  C.  COOK — As  an  exponent  of  the 
present-day  mercantile  and  general  industrial  ad¬ 
vancement  of  Warren,  Mr.  Cook,  the  efficient  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  actively  in¬ 
terested  in  the  building  of  the  city  upon  yet  more 
progressive  plans.  Constructive  in  thought  and 
purpose,  he  is  of  material  aid  and  benefit  to  the 
new  course  of  the  business  life  of  Warren.  He  is 
a  son  of  William  Cook,  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  and  who  was  employed  as  a  lumberman  to 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1886,  and  Phoebe  (Wid- 
difield)  Cook,  a  native  of  Ontario,  Canada,  who 
died  in  1896. 

Emory  C.  Cook  was  born  January  14,  1859,  in 
Pine  Grove  Township,  Warren  County,  where  he 
attended  the  public  schools,  removing  to  Virginia 
in  1870,  where  he  attended  the  Nevitt  Academy  at 
Warsaw.  He  then  engaged  in  the  wholesale  fruit 
and  produce  business  in  Baltimore,  continuing  in 
this  line  until  1915,  when  he  removed  to  Warren, 
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to  become  associated  with  the  Warren  Piano  Com¬ 
pany  as  its  secretary  and  treasurer.  Resigning 
that  position  in  1922,  he  was  elected  secretary  of 
the  Warren  Chamber  of  Commerce,  a  position  he 
continues  to  hold.  He  has  also  been  treasurer  of 
the  Warren  Chapter,  American  Red  Cross,  since 
1918,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club. 

Emory  C.  Cook  married,  May  13,  1884,  Jessie  L. 
Park,  who  was  born  in  Washington  County,  New 
York.  Their  children  are  Evelyn  C.,  Alice  V., 
Florence  J.,  Marion  B.,  L.  Townsend,  a  graduate 
of  the  Culver  Military  Academy,  where  he  was 
first  lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  he  now  holds 
the  commission  of  second  lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  Reserve  Corps.  The  family  attend  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


FRANK  J.  LYONS — In  the  performance  of 
his  professional  duties,  as  well  as  those  relating 
to  executive  office  in  the  civic  life  of  Warren,  Mr. 
Lyons  has  invariably  proven  a  useful  and  depend¬ 
able  public  servant,  having  the  best  interests  of 
the  community  and  district  foremost  in  his  thought 
and  plan.  Whether  as  district  attorney  or  as  bur¬ 
gess,  Mr.  Lyons  has  rendered  the  loyal  service  of 
a  capable  and  well-informed  public  official,  and  he 
is  well  esteemed  by  his  colleagues  and  fellow  cit¬ 
izens.  He  is  a  son  of  Jeremiah  Lyons,  who  was 
born  in)  Ellicottville,  New  York,  and  who  engaged 
in  the  oil  business  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1925, 
and  Katherine  (Murphy)  Lyons,  a  native  of 
Ireland. 

Frank  J.  Lyons  was  born  January  6,  1881,  in 
Warren,  where  he  attended  the  public  and  the 
high  schools.  After  making  a  thorough  reading 
and  study  of  the  law  in  the  offices  of  Wilbur  & 
Schnur,  at  Warren,  he  was  admitted  to  the  War¬ 
ren  County  bar  in  June,  1903,  and  established  his 
own  offices  here  in  the  Warren  National  Bank 
Building.  He  has  been  admitted  to  practice  in  all 
courts  in  the  State,  and  has  a  large  general  prac¬ 
tice.  Mr.  Lyons  served  from  1910  to  1917  as  dis¬ 
trict  attorney,  and  from  1921  to  1925  he  held  the 
office  of  burgess,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Warren  Borough  Council  three  and  a  half  years. 
Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks ;  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  State  and  County  Bar  associations,  and  of  the 
Conewango  and  Kiwanis  clubs. 

Frank  J.  Lyons  married,  June  25,  1912,  Bertha 


E.  Wheelock,  who  was  born  in  Columbus,  this 
State.  They  are  communicants  of  St.  Joseph’s  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church. 


JAMES  LIVINGSTON  HUNTER— Main¬ 
taining  the  reputation  for  business  enterprise,  suc¬ 
cess  and  high  integrity  established  by  his  ancestors 
in  Western  Pennsylvania,  James  Livingston  Hun¬ 
ter  is  one  of  the  owners  and  president  of  the  pros¬ 
perous  Pickett  Lumber  Company,  of  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  retail  dealers. 

The  Hunter  family,  of  Scotch-Irish  stock,  blend¬ 
ing  stability,  shrewdness,  mental  vigor,  and  phys¬ 
ical  strength  with  geniality,  versatility,  and  opti¬ 
mism,  played  an  important  part  in  the  upbuilding 
of  Western  Pennsylvania  in  its  frontier  days. 
Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Park)  Hunter,  bom  in 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1758,  and  1762,  re¬ 
spectively,  were  the  ancestors  of  James  L.  Hunter. 
Robert  and  Jared,  his  brother,  secured  one  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land  each  about  two  miles  from 
what  is  now  Enterprise,  Warren  County.  Soon 
their  families  joined  them.  In  1808,  Robert  Hun¬ 
ter  moved  to  a  new  farm  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Allegheny  River,  where  he  built  his  log-cabin  home 
and  resided  there  until  his  death.  This  was  some 
two  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Tidioute  Creek. 
Untold  energy  and  courage  went  into  this  achieve¬ 
ment  of  making  and  maintaining  a  home  in  the 
wilderness  and  rearing  nine  healthy  children  of 
sound  education  and  good  character,  who  went  out 
into  the  world  to  live  active,  useful  lives.  One  of 
these  was  Matthew  Hunter,  born  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Limestone  Township.  Quiet,  industrious, 
modest,  and  intelligent,  he  was  specially  noted  for 
his  kindness  and  cooperative  spirit.  So  hospitable 
was  he  that  his  home  was  jocularly  known  as  the 
“hotel.”  He  farmed  on  the  old  homestead  and 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Arthur  Magill.  Their 
son,  Jahu  Hunter,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead, 
October  3,  1830,  one  of  ten  children.  His  school¬ 
ing  was  obtained  in  the  schoolhouse  located  on  or 
near  the  top  of  the  hill  where  now  stands  the  Hun¬ 
ter  schoolhouse,  often  taught  by  young  and  inex¬ 
perienced  teachers,  but  every  educational  oppor¬ 
tunity  was  seized  by  young  Hunter.  He  was, 
meantime,  working  hard  on  the  farm  and  acting 
as  his  father’s  right  hand  man  with  both  work  and 
advice.  At  seventeen  Jahu  Hunter  began  jobbing 
in  various  angles  of  the  lumber  business,  especially 
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at  banking  square  timber.  He  saved  enough  to 
purchase  a  yoke  of  good  oxen  and  then  took  on  a 
large  contract,  sure  of  success.  One  of  the  team 
was  killed,  and  the  fate  of  the  contract  hung  in 
the  balance,  but  initiative  and  determination  worked 
out  another  way  of  caring  for  it,  and  Mr.  Hunter 
completed  it  with  a  satisfactory  profit.  This  was 
the  beginning  of  his  independent  activity.  His 
varied  jobs  in  the  lumber  industry  gave  him  the 
most  thorough  and  intimate  knowledge  of  timber 
lands  and  the  lumber  trade,  which  afterward  con¬ 
tributed  to  his  success.  For  eighty  dollars  he  built 
the  Hunter  schoolhouse  complete  and  equipped  it 
with  benches  and  desks,  making  money  by  the 
transaction.  He  laid  out  and  built  public  roads  at 
rock-bottom  prices,  at  the  same  time  finding  op¬ 
portunity  to  serve  as  constable  and  later  as  a  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  peace.  By  1857,  Jahu  Hunter  had  ac¬ 
cumulated  a  little  capital.  This  financed  a  store  in 
Tidioute  for  a  time,  which  Mr.  Hunter  retired 
from  with  profit,  and  returned  to  farming  and  the 
timber  trade.  A  tannery,  oil  production,  and  bank¬ 
ing  were  his  increasingly  important  interests,  and 
he  was  president  of  the  Tidioute  Savings  Bank 
from  1883  on.  He  also  established  the  Tidioute 
Chair  Company,  as  the  oil  fields  became  exhausted, 
and  was  its  president.  He  was  postmaster  and  a 
member  of  the  first  borough  council  of  Tidioute, 
school  director  for  fifteen  years,  and  generous  con¬ 
tributor  to  every  developmental  movement.  In 
i860  he  married  Margaret  R.,  daughter  of  Alex¬ 
ander  and  Nancy  (Smith)  Magee.  Children:  Liv¬ 
ingston  Legrand,  of  further  mention;  and  Leila 
Lillian,  died  in  early  youth. 

Livingston  Legrand,  son  of  Jahu  and  Margaret 
R.  (Magee)  Hunter,  was  born  in  Tidioute,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  January  10,  1861.  He  was  educated  in 
the  local  schools,  at  the  Pennsylvania  Military 
Academy  at  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  and  at  Oberlin 
College.  Thorough  and  persevering  as  a  student, 
he  gained  a  comprehensive  education,  enriched  by 
a  love  for  music  and  art.  Like  his  father,  he  was 
generous  and  sympathetic.  His  business  career 
centered  in  Tidioute,  where  he  continued  along 
much  the  same  lines  followed  by  his  father.  He 
was  painstaking,  prudent,  conservative,  and  thor¬ 
oughly  honest  and  just  in  all  his  business  dealings, 
and  while  slow  to  act,  pushed  things  vigorously 
after  making  up  his  mind.  He  was  an  eminently 
public-spirited  man,  a  school  director  and  a  trus¬ 
tee  of  the  church  he  attended.  It  was  his  convic¬ 


tion  that  a  man  should  serve  his  fellow  citizens 
rather  than  his  party  associates,  and  his  own  vote 
and  influence  were  always  given  to  what  seemed 
to  measure  most  for  the  public  weal.  The  pres¬ 
ent  Tidioute  school  building,  a  gift  made  the  town 
by  his  mother  and  his  wife,  stands  as  a  testimonial 
to  his  public  spirit.  He  died  April  20,  1902. 

Livingston  L.  Hunter  married  Lillian,  daughter 
of  Dr.  James  Lafayette  Acomb,  of  English  par¬ 
entage  and  birth.  Mrs.  Hunter  follows  the  illus¬ 
trious  example  of  her  husband’s  family,  as  well  as 
her  own  father,  and  is  a  leader  in  all  movements 
directed  toward  community  betterment.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Woman’s  Qub  of  Warren,  has 
served  as  treasurer-general  of  the  National  Society 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and 
thrice  as  member  of  the  school  board  of1  Tidioute, 
where  she  still  resides.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter 
were  born :  1.  John  Livingston  Hunter,  of  further 
mention.  2.  Leila  Mae,  January  14,  1894,  wife  of 
W.  F.  Clinger,  an  oil  producer  of  Warren,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  3.  Dorothy,  September  5,  1896;  and 
Jahu  Acomb,  born  August  5,  1901,  now  in  the  lum¬ 
ber  and  builders’  supply  business  at  Gowanda, 
New  York. 

James  Livingston  Hunter,  son  of  Livingston  Le¬ 
grand  and  Lillian  (Acomb)  Hunter,  was  born  in 
Tidioute,  Pennsylvania,  October  31,  1890.  He  at¬ 
tended  Tidioute  Union  School,  the  Kiskiminetas 
School  for  Boys,  and  Buchtel  College,  in  Akron, 
Ohio.  Versed  in  lumber  and  allied  industries 
from  his  youth  up,  with  the  industry  in  his  blood, 
because  of  his  father’s  and  grandfather’s  preoccu¬ 
pation  with  it,  he  began  his  business  career  in  that 
field.  He  is  president  of  the  Pickett  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  retail  lumber  dealers,  and  part  owner  of  its 
properties,  and  he  resides  in  Warren,  Pennsylvania, 
where  the  business  is  located.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  politics  and  a  member  of  the  Conewango  Club. 
His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

In  Buffalo,  New  York,  on  August  24,  1918,  he 
married  Mae  Kennebrook.  He  is  of  a  type  much 
like  his  father,  a  good  business  man,  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  a  popular  member  of  society. 


C.  FREDERICK  BARTSCH— With  a  stand¬ 
ing  of  importance  second  to  none  as  a  furniture 
dealer  in  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  C.  Frederick 
Bartsch  has  shown  the  town  of  his  birth  that 
having  built  upon  a  humble  but  sure  foundation — 
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he  started  in  a  one-room  store — he  has  erected  an 
imposing  structure  of  business  success,  his  mount¬ 
ing  progress  having  carried  him  through  six  floors 
constituting  the  modern  furniture  establishment 
of  which  he  now  is  the  enterprising  president  and 
manager.  Mr.  Bartsch’s  contemporaries,  and 
especially  those  in  the  competitive  field,  have 
watched  with  interest  his  steady  and  consistent 
rise  to  his  present  commanding  position  in  the 
business  life  of  the  Warrren  territory.  It  has  all 
come  about  through  a  trained  capacity  for  busi¬ 
ness  management,  plus  a  policy  of  making  prog¬ 
ress  safely  and  sanely,  so  that  each  position  taken 
in  the  forward  movement  has  been  skillfully  con¬ 
solidated  and  held  as  a  base  from  which  to  go  on 
to  better  and  larger  things. 

C.  Frederick  Bartsch  was  born  in  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  June  6,  1884,  the  son  of  Charles 
and  Amelia  (Schmidt)  Bartsch,  his  mother  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  having  died  in  1923.  His 
father,  who  was  born  in  Warren,  was  for  forty- 
five  years  a  well  known  and  respected  wagon- 
maker  there,  and  died  in  1917.  The  son,  C.  Fred¬ 
erick  Bartsch,  received  his  education  in  the  grade 
and  high  schools  of  the  city  of  his  birth,  and  upon 
leaving  school  he  engaged  in  the  selling  of  peri¬ 
odicals  for  a  newsdealer  in  Warren.  Like  many 
other  young  men  reared  in  comparatively  small 
communit’es,  he  possessed  the  ambition  to  go  out 
into  the  wider  sphere  of  business  activity,  there¬ 
fore,  in  1903,  he  went  to  New  York  City  and 
there  entered  the  employ  of  Procter  &  Gamble,  of 
“Ivory — It  Floats”  soap  fame.  One  year  in  the 
metropolis  appears  to  have  gratified  his  desire 
to  experience  life  in  the  great  city,  for  back  to  his 
home  town  of  Warren  he  came,  realizing  that  on 
the  ground  to  which  he  was  indigenous  he 
would  find  opportunity  awaiting  his  embrace. 
Some  might  have  wagged  their  heads  and  looked 
askance  when  he  opened  his  little  one-room  fur¬ 
niture  store  in  Warren,  but  those  who  did  so 
little  knew  of  the  element  of  stick-to-it-iveness 
that  entered  largely  into  C.  Frederick  Bartsch 's 
constitution.  Mr.  Bartsch  received  orders  for 
his  furniture,  sold  it  at  a  fair  margin,  conserved 
his  resources,  and  when  the  psychological  time 
arrived  he  added  to  his  establishment  until  six 
floors  well  stocked  with  the  product  of  some  of 
the  best  known  furniture  manufacturers  greeted 
the  buying  public,  of  which  a  goodly  proportion 
was  numbered  as  Mr.  Bartsch’s  customers. 


Mr.  Bartsch  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Protective 
Home  Circle.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Warren 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association.  He  is  an  attendant  of  the  services 
at  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Warren.  He  takes 
recreation  in  season  in  the  strenuous  game  of 
football. 

Mr.  Bartsch  married,  in  1913,  Clara  E.  McCall, 
bom  in  Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  Lillian  E.,  Richard 
B.,  Arthur  T.  and  Carl. 


FRED  S.  WICKHAM — The  Wickham  fam¬ 
ily  have  the  honor  of  having  been  pioneers  in  the 
oil-producing  industry  at  Derrick  City  and  its 
neighborhood,  and  of  having  been  among  the  most 
active  sharers  in  the  marvelous  changes  that  have 
taken  place  in  this  section,  and  in  the  methods  of 
oil-working  in  the  course  of  a  half  century.  Fred 
S.  Wickham  is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  but 
he  has  spent  by  far  the  larger  part  of  his  life  at  the 
Derrick  oil  fields,  where  he  owns  properties  whose 
development  he  has  interested  himself  in  from  the 
beginning.  He  is  a  successful  townsman  in  all  his 
enterprises,  and  is  held  in  the  highest  regard  for 
civic  loyalty  and  industrial  ability.  He  is  a  son  of 
Cullen  J.  Wickham,  who  resides  with  him,  and 
of  Mary  R.  (Blanding)  Wickham,  of  Silver 
Creek,  New  York,  who  died  in  1913,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  Fred  S. 
Wickham’s  grandfather  was  James  Wickham, 
a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  a  lumber¬ 
man  and  farmer  at  Silver  Creek;  he  died  in  the 
town  of  Hanover,  New  York,  at  the  age  of  sev¬ 
enty-seven  years.  He  married  Lucinda  Smith, 
who  was  bom  in  1787,  and  died  in  1884,  a  native 
of  Massachusetts.  Cullen  J.  Wickham  was  born 
December  18,  1835,  in  New  York  State,  and  early 
in  life  he  engaged  in  lumbering.  He  removed  to 
Derrick  City,  in  1879,  where  he  became  an  oil 
worker.  He  is  a  grand  old  man,  and  is  highly  es¬ 
teemed  throughout  the  community.  He  enlisted  in 
the  Civil  War,  September  26,  1861,  with  the  29th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  received  his  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  July  2,  1862.  He  is  a  Prohibitionist  in 
politics. 

Fred  S.  Wickham,  the  only  surviving  one  of  the 
seven  children  of  Cullen  J.  and  Mary  R.  (Blanding) 
Wickham,  was  born  May  28,  1857,  at  Sugar  Creek, 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  the  For- 
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estville  Academy.  When  he  was  eighteen  years 
of  age  he  removed  to  the  Bradford  oil  fields,  and 
from  1876  to  the  present  he  has  been  one  of  the 
most  active  of  the  busineess  men  in  that  line;  he 
has  a  farm  of  seventy-five  acres  at  Derrick  City, 
and  has  been  engaged  in  oil  production  in  this  lo¬ 
cality  for  twelve  years.  As  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
the  Bradford  fields  he  has  witnessed  many  changes 
and  improvements  in  this  section  of  the  country. 
A  Democrat  in  politics,  he  has  served  as  auditor 
of  Foster  Township,  and  for  twenty  years  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Election  Board.  His  fraternal 
affiliations  are  those  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Mr. 
Wickham  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church. 

Fred  S.  Wickham  married,  January  1,  1878,  Eva 
Call,  daughter  of  Loren  Call,  a  pioneer  blacksmith 
in  this  section.  Their  children  are :  Pease  L.,  Lula 
M.,  Fred,  Jr.,  Bessie  E.,  Ferol  E.,  and  Paul  L. 


WILLIAM  GEORGE  MARWOOD— A  resi¬ 
dent  of  Franklin  throughout  his  business  career, 
Mr.  Marwood  is  closely  identified  with  a  leading 
industry  as  superintendent  of  the  Valveless  Engine 
Company.  He  is  a  son  of  Henry  Marwood,  a  ma¬ 
chinist,  who  was  born  at  West  Hartlepool,  Eng¬ 
land,  and  Ellen  (Wright)  Marwood. 

William  George  Marwood  was  born  April  28, 
1876,  in  Franklin,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools.  He  learned  the  machinists’  trade  and  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  the  Franklin  Valveless  Engine 
Company  in  which  he  now  holds  the  position  of 
superintendent. 

During  the  World  War  Mr.  Marwood  was  as¬ 
signed  to  Langley  Field,  Fortress  Monroe,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  as  civilian  expert  in  aviation  work.  His  re¬ 
ligious  faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
convictions. 

William  George  Marwood  married,  September 
25,  1901,  Aura  Elizabeth  Pew,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Alva  Pew,  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Condit)  Pew  and  Anna  Rebecca  Rodgers,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Dialey)  Rodgers. 
Mrs.  Marwood,  who  was  the  pioneer  factor  in  the 
work  of  the  Franklin  Americanization  School,  is 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Franklin  Woman’s 
Club,  and  from  1920  to  the  present  she  has  been 
Camp  Fire  Guardian  of  the  Girl  Scouts’  organ¬ 
ization.  Mrs.  Marwood  is  also  a  leader  in  the 


work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Marwood  are  the  parents  of  :  Arthur  William, 
who  was  born  August  17,  1902,  and  died  December 
23,  1911 ;  and  Anna  Madge,  who  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  12,  1906. 


RAY  DE  FOREST  WELCH— Ray  De  For¬ 
est  Welch,  superintendent  of  the  Ford  City  public 
schools,  was  born  in  Schuyler  County,  New  York, 
son  of  Lawrence  Adelbert  Welch,  a  minister  in 
both  the  Christian  and  the  Presbyterian  churches, 
now  retired,  and  Victoria  Adelle  (Parsons)  Welch. 
Ray  De  Forest  Welch  was  graduated  from  the 
Clarion  State  Normal  School  at  Clarion,  and  from 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  He  began  his  pro¬ 
fessional  career  as  a  teacher  and  as  principal  of 
the  township  schools  of  Lottsville,  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  in  succession  principal  of  borough  schools 
at  Sugar  Grove,  Pennsylvania,  and  high  school 
principal  of  Ford  City,  before  he  was  appointed 
superintendent  of  schools  for  Ford  City.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has  received 
the  highest  honors  of  his  lodge.  He  is  secretary 
of  his  lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Welch  married,  August  14,  1912,  Georgia 
Lula  Bancroft,  daughter  of  John  Calvin  and  Alice 
(Hyde)  Bancroft.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch  are  the 
parents  of  Alice  Rae,  born  February  27,  1914,  and 
of  George  Edward,  born  August  4,  1922. 


ANTHONY  D.  PIETRANTON  presents  a 
very  interesting  example  of  an  American  citizen 
who,  having  come  to  this  country  from  abroad 
while  in  his  boyhood,  made  his  way  through  his 
own  well-applied  energies,  until  he  had  established 
himself  in  industry  and  in  citizenship,  eventually 
to  become  honored  with  an  office  of  responsibility 
and  trust. 

As  postmaster  at  Lewis  Run,  where  for  some 
time  he  has  conducted  his  place  of  business  also, 
he  is  much  interested  in  the  progress  of  the  town¬ 
ship,  and  on  many  occasions  has  proven  his  pa¬ 
triotism  and  his  regard  for  the  general  civic  and 
social  advancement  of  Lewis  Run,  in  whose  Coun¬ 
cil  he  has  ably  officiated  as  president.  He  is  a 
son  of  Francis  Pietranton,  a  native  of  Italy,  who 
some  years  ago  made  two  trips  to  the  United 
States,  where  he  was  employed  on  railroad  work; 
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returning  to  Italy  to  settle  an  estate,  where  he  died. 

Anthony  D.  Pietranton  was  born  February  2, 
1871,  in  Italy,  where  he  attended  school  up  to  his 
eleventh  year.  He  came  to  the  United  States  and 
stopped  in  New  York  City  but  one  month,  going 
over  to  Jamestown,  New  York,  where  he  was  given 
his  first  employment,  that  of  water  boy  to  the  men 
employed  on  the  railroad.  He  learned  the  work  of 
railroad  repair,  and  on  different  occasions  he  had 
charge  of  sections  of  men  so  employed.  When  he 
was  twenty-five  years  old,  he  left  that  employment 
and  learned  the  barber’s  trade,  conducting  a  shop 
for  some  years  in  Rochester,  New  York,  and  later 
transferring  his  interests  therein  to  Lewis  Run  in 
1895,  and  so  continuing  to  1914.  From  that  date  he 
gave  all  his  time  to  his  mercantile  business  in  Lewis 
Run,  where  he  also  owns  valuable  property.  He 
received  his  appointment  as  postmaster  of  Lewis 
Run  from  President  Wilson,  and  was  reappointed 
by  President  Harding;  and  though  this  is  a  third- 
class  office,  he  fulfills  its  duties  with  popular  ac¬ 
ceptance.  In  politics  he  is  an  independent  voter; 
and  has  served  as  councilman  of  Lewis  Run  eight 
years,  six  years  of  that  time  as  president  of  the 
board.  In  the  various  war  drives  during  the  World 
War  he  was  of  invaluable  service,  and  was  a  pur¬ 
chaser  of  many  Liberty  bonds.  He  also  contrib¬ 
uted  liberally  to  the  Red  Cross.  His  fraternal  af¬ 
filiations  are  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus ;  and 
he  is  a  communicant  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Anthony  D.  Pietranton  married  Sanda  Zandic, 
who  was  born  in  Italy,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of:  Frank  Pietranton,  a  musician,  employed  at 
Shea’s  Theatre,  at  Bradford;  and  Carl  Pietranton, 
who,  with  his  brother,  is  associated  with  his  father 
in  the  business  at  Lewis  Run. 


HOWARD  GEORGE  LAFFERTY,  M.  D.— 

A  physician  on  the  threshold  of  his  profession 
judged  by  the  years,  but  a  veteran  in  experience 
with  the  World  War  behind  him,  Dr.  Howard 
George  Lafferty  was  born  May  6,  1894,  in  Sharon, 
Pennsylvania.  His  father  was  Todd  Wilson  Laf¬ 
ferty,  a  pharmacist,  and  his  mother  Carrie  (Hawk) 
Lafferty.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Sharon  High 
School  in  1912;  studied  at  the  University  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  for  two  years ;  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia  in  1921. 
He  began  active  life  as  a  drug  clerk  in  his  father’s 
pharmacy  at  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  at  the  age  of 


sixteen,  giving  his  vacations  from  school  and  col¬ 
lege  to  the  study  of  the  compounding  of  medicines. 
This  was  all  in  line  with  the  career  he  had 
mapped  out  for  himself.  He  began  prac¬ 
tice  as  resident  physician  at  the  Memorial 
Hospital,  Roxborough,  Philadelphia,  from  July, 
1921,  to  1922.  Dr.  Lafferty  enlisted  in  the  Med¬ 
ical  Reserve  Corps  for  the  World  War  in  1917, 
and  was  transferred  to  the  Students’  Army 
Training  Corps,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  in  1918.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Nu 
Sigma  Nu  Medical  Fraternity,  the  Mercer  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical 
Society,  and  a  Fellow  of  the  American  Medical 
Association.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Sharon. 

Dr.  Lafferty  was  married,  June  16,  1916,  in 
New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania,  to  Hazel  Bessie 
Harrison,  daughter  of  William  Hudspeth  and  Bes¬ 
sie  (Munnell)  Harrison.  His  home  is  at  No.  295 
Church  Place,  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  office 
in  the  Dollar  Title  and  Trust  Building,  Sharon, 
Pennsylvania. 


MILLARD  E.  KNIGHT — One  of  the  most 
desirable  objectives  to  be  attained  is  that  of  pro¬ 
ducer,  whether  it  be  of  one  commodity  or  another, 
and  he  who  belongs  to  that  class  has  entered  the 
place  of  benefactor  of  his  fellows — particularly  if 
the  thing  produced  is  of  large  use  in  the  line  of 
necessaries.  To  this  class  belongs  Millard  E. 
Knight,  a  well-known  oil  producer  and  driller, 
whose  connection  with  that  enterprise  in  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  oil  field  has  covered  more  than  half  a 
century.  He  is  thought  to  have  as  wide  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  in  the  oil  industry  as  any  man  in  War¬ 
ren  County,  which  is  the  scene  of  his  operations. 
He  has  also  given  of  his  best  efforts  in  the  public 
service  of  Warren  County  and  the  borough  of 
Clarendon,  having  occupied  the  offices  of  constable 
and  tax  collector. 

Millard  E.  Knight,  or  “Tony,”  as  he  is  effec- 
tionately  and  best  known  to  his  friends  and  as¬ 
sociates,  was  born  in  Freedom  Township,  Catta¬ 
raugus  County,  New  York,  December  31,  1857,  the 
son  of  Oliver  and  Adelia  (Green)  Knight.  His 
father  was  a  well  known  and  highly  respected  far¬ 
mer  of  his  district,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  thirteen  children.  The  son,  Millard  E.,  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  district 
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until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  when 
he  went  to  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  and  there  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company, 
being  assigned  to  its  pipe  line.  He  remained  in 
that  employment  for  four  years,  meanwhile  gaining 
knowledge  at  first  hand  of  the  oil  business,  which 
he  was  to  make  his  life  work.  In  1882  he  came 
to  Clarendon,  Warren  County,  and  there  engaged 
in  the  work  of  drilling  oil  wells,  thus  adding  still 
another  detail  to  his  expertness  as  an  oil  man.  For 
ten  years  he  followed  with  varying  succes  his  trade 
of  drilling,  and  then  thought  to  better  his  circum¬ 
stances  by  engaging  in  the  livery  business  at  Clar¬ 
endon.  Mr.  Knight  is  not  of  the  rolling-stone  type, 
and  he  stayed  in  the  livery  business,  achieving  a 
considerable  success  in  it,  for  thirteen  years.  By 
the  end  of  that  period  the  lure  of  the  oil  field  again 
presented  itself  so  strongly  to  his  business  sense 
that  he  acquired  possession  of  a  number  of  pieces 
of  oil-producing  properties  and  three  live  lease¬ 
holds,  and  into  the  oil  producing  enterprise  he  en¬ 
tered  with  energy,  enthusiasm,  and  expert  knowl¬ 
edge.  Mr.  Knight  is  also  widely  known  among 
oil  men  of  his  region  for  his  skill  in  “fishing”  for 
tools,  which  department  of  the  oil-producing  busi¬ 
ness  he  has  followed  for  twenty  years,  his  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  recovery  of  implements  being  in  large 
demand  over  a  wide  area. 

“Tony”  Knight  is  known  to  his  many  friends  as 
a  hard  worker.  His  life  has  been  largely  filled 
with  useful  service,  and  he  is  highly  regarded 
throughout  the  oil  field  of  his  operations.  He  is 
of  the  Republican  political  persuasion,  and  as  a 
citizen  of  Clarendon  and  Warren  County  he  has 
received  the  suffrages  of  his  party  and  many  of 
those  outside  it  by  being  elected  to  the  office  of 
constable,  which  he  held  for  ten  years,  and  to  that 
of  tax  collector,  which  he  filled  with  efficient  ser¬ 
vice  during  his  tenure  of  six  years.  He  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  Lodge  No.  1081,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  he  and  his  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Knight  married  Mary  Blyler,  daughter  of 
Eli  and  Sarah  (Kirkpatrick)  Blyler.  Her  father, 
a  native  of  Adams,  Schuylkill  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  came  with  his  parents  when  he  was  a  child 
to  Clarion  County,  where  he  became  a  well-known 
lumberman.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knight  have  been 
born  three  children :  1.  Orra,  an  oil  man  and 
driller,  who  lives  in  Clarendon,  Pennsylvania.  2. 
Elsie,  who  married  Frank  Bullock,  and  lives  in 


Clarendon.  Their  children  :  George,  Harold,  Elain, 
Margaret,  Robert,  Myron,  Kathryn,  Mardine, 
Charles,  and  Hazel.  3.  Clarence,  a  contract¬ 
ing  driller,  who  married  Bertha  Tate,  of  Warren, 
Pennsylvania ;  they  live  in  Clarendon  and  have  one 
daughter,  Helen. 


AUGUST  KARLSON— A  fine  example  of 
what  a  will  to  do  things  will  accomplish  for  a 
foreign-born  boy,  though  educated  in  his  native 
land,  when  arriving  on  the  shore  of  the  New 
World,  and  finding  himself  among  strange  scenes, 
and  stranger  methods,  and  beset  by  the  fact  that 
he  is  compelled  to  learn  a  strange  language,  is  that 
set  by  August  Karlson,  well-known  business  man 
of  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  superintendent  and  part 
owner  of  the  Crescent  Furniture  Company,  one 
of  the  thriving  industries  of  that  city.  Mr.  Karl¬ 
son  was  approaching  his  twenty-second  year  when 
he  landed  in  the  United  States.  The  first  thing 
he  did  was  to  get  a  job.  He  worked  by  day  and 
attended  a  high  school  at  night,  supplementing  his 
studies  there  by  taking  instruction  under  a  private 
tutor.  Thus  he  acquired  a  practical  education — 
in  the  schools  of  his  own  and  his  adopted  country — 
and  was  excellently  equipped,  after  following  his 
trade  for  some  time,  to  engage  in  business,  in  as¬ 
sociation  with  others,  to  his  own  profit  and  for 
the  improvement  of  the  business  conditions  of  the 
city  of  his  choice  of  residence  and  activities. 

August  Karlson  was  born  in  Sweden,  October 
29,  1886,  son  of  Doeff  and  Matilda  (Johnson) 
Karlson.  His  father  was  engaged  in  farming  in 
Sweden  until  his  death  in  1897.  His  mother,  a 
native  of  Sweden,  is  living  in  the  homeland.  The 
son,  August,  attended  the  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  district,  and,  after  finishing  his  course, 
he  obtained  employment  in  construction  work, 
which  he  followed  for  some  eight  years.  Mean¬ 
while,  he  had  been  casting  wistful  glances  in  the 
direction  of  the  New  World.  He  ardently  wished 
to  make  a  trial  of  his  fortunes  in  this  country, 
of  which  he  had  read  and  heard  so  much  in  praise. 
In  1910  he  saw  the  fruition  of  his  hope  when  he 
arrived  in  the  United  States.  He  went  almost 
immediately  to  Jamestown,  New  York,  where  he 
obtained  employment  in  a  factory  doing  cabinet 
work  and  making  furniture.  It  was  while  he  was 
earning  a  livelihood  and  completing  his  trade  in 
that  town  that  he  showed  something  of  the  stuff 
of  which  he  is  made;  after  a  hard  day’s  work  in 
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the  factory  he  attended  the  sessions  of  the  James¬ 
town  High  School  at  night,  and  thus  acquired  a 
better  than  a  working  knowledge  of  the  English 
language  and  the  rudiments  of  an  English  educa¬ 
tion.  Not  wholly  satisfied  with  the  sum  total  of 
his  work — necessarily  limited  by  time  and  strength 
— at  night  school,  he  sat  under  a  private  tutor,  who 
coached  him  into  acquaintance  with  the  more  in¬ 
tricate  details  of  the  subjects  that  he  had  under¬ 
taken.  He  was  now  in  a  fair  way  to  get  on  in  the 
world,  and  he  went  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  in 
which  city  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  one  year. 

The  chief  turning  point  in,  Mr.  Karlson’s  career 
arrived  in  1916,  when  he  came  to  Warren,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  helped  organize  the  Nypenn  Furni¬ 
ture  Company.  He  became  a  partner  in  the  firm 
and  so  continued  until  1920,  when,  he  disposed  of 
his  interest.  He  was  acknowledged  to  be  a  thor¬ 
oughly  equipped  furniture  man,  and  it  was  with 
pleasure  that  the  Crescent  Furniture  Company  of 
Warren  was  enabled  to  bring  him.  into  association 
with  the  members  of  that  firm.  With  him  was 
left  the  commission  of  drawing  the  plans  and  su¬ 
pervising  the  construction  of  the  company’s  new 
factory.  Mr.  Karlson  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
superintendent  of  the  Crescent  Company  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  fill  that  office,  being  also  a  considerable 
stockholder  in  the  company. 

During  the  World  War  Mr.  Karlson  showed  his 
loyalty  to  the  country  of  his  adoption  by  serv¬ 
ing  in  a  United  States  infantry  corps,  his  term 
of  service  being  from  the  spring  of  1918  till  the 
winter  of  1919.  He  also  has  at  heart  the  civic  and 
charitable  enterprises  of  the  city  of  Warren,  and 
these  endeavors  find  in  him  a  sympathetic  and  gen¬ 
erous  supporter.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associ¬ 
ation,  and  is  an  attendant  of  the  services  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  of  Warren. 

Mr.  Karlson  has  athletic  inclinations,  which  lead 
him  to  be  a  devotee  of  the  game  of  soccer  foot¬ 
ball;  and  he  was  manager  of  the  Warren  soccer 
team  in  1922. 

Mr.  Karlson  married,  in  1917,  Signe  Peterson, 
a  native  of  Sweden. 


GEORGE  W.  REESE — As  president  of  the 
Kittanning  Brick  Company,  George  W.  Reese,  of 
Kittanning,  Pennsylvania,  holds  a  prominent  place 
in  the  brick  industry  of  the  country.  Mr.  Reese  is 
considered  one  of  the  leading  capitalists  of  Arm¬ 


strong  County.  He  is  a  son  of  Isaac  Reese,  who 
died  in  1908,  and  Elizabeth  (Jones)  Reese,  who 
died  in  1898.  Both  parents  were  natives  of  Wales. 

George  W.  Reese  was  born  October  13,  1858,  in 
Pittsburgh,  and  received  his  education  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  public  schools  and  Iron  City  College.  Mr. 
Reese  has  been  connected  with  the  brick  industry 
all  of  his  business  career,  starting  in  the  business 
as  a  young  man  with  his  father,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Isaac  Reese  &  Son.  This  firm  continued 
to  do  business  until  1902,  when  they  sold  out  to 
the  Harvison-Walker  Company,  with  which  Mr. 
Reese  was  then  identified  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  1920  the  Kittanning  Brick  Company,  of  which 
Mr.  Reese  became  president,  bought  out  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  the  Kittanning  Face  Brick  Company,  which 
latter  concern  was  established  in  1914.  The  new 
concern  began  the  manufacture  of  face  brick  on 
a  large  scale,  and  with  the  additional  land  which 
they  purchased  after  taking  over  the  old  plant,  they 
now  own  upward  of  two  hundred  acres,  employ 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  and  manufac¬ 
ture  50,000  bricks  per  day.  The  concern  is  one 
of  the  largest  in  this  section,  and  their  product  is 
used  from  coast  to  coast.  Mr.  Reese  holds  office 
as  president;  Simon  Patterson,  as  vice-president; 
and  William  Reese  as  secretary.  Fraternally,  Mr. 
Reese  is  affiliated  with  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a  Republican  by 
political  conviction. 

Mr.  Reese  married  (first),  in  1877,  Mary  M. 
Donnelly,  daughter  of  David  Donnelly,  and  had  by 
this  marriage  one  daughter,  Margaret.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife  he  married  (second) 
Juanita  Truby,  daughter  of  Simon  Truby,  and  a 
descendant  of  Colonel  Christopher  Truby,  who 
fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  To  this  second 
marriage  was  born  one  son,  George,  now  deceased. 


PATRICK  J.  HOEY— A  man  with  force  of 
character  and  the  brains  to  rise  from  the  post  of 
day  laborer  to  the  presidency  of  a  big  corporation, 
Patrick  J.  Hoey,  president  of  the  Hoey  Foundry 
and  Machine  Shop,  was  born  a  farmer’s  son  in 
Manor  Township,  Pennsylvania,  March  13,  1862. 
His  father  was  Charles  Hoey,  who  died  in  1888; 
his  mother  was  Mary  (Brophy)  Hoey,  who  died  in 
1908.  Patrick  J.  Hoey  learned  the  moulder’s  trade 
after  going  through  the  public  schools  of  Manor 
Township,  and  in  1898  established  the  Hoey  Foun¬ 
dry  and  Machine  Shop.  This  he  continued  until 
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1907,  when  S.  W.,  Gallagher  bought  an  interest  in 
the  firm,  and  it  was  incorporated  forthwith  as  a 
stock  company.  P.  J.  Hoey  was  elected  president ; 
J.  M.  Hoey,  vice-president;  and  S.  W.  Gallagher, 
treasurer.  The  plant  occupies  a  floor  space  of 
15,500  square  feet  and  employs  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  hands.  The  foundry  had  a  steady 
growth  until  the  last  two  years,  when  it  has  been 
standing  still.  Its  principal  business  is  molding 
gray  iron  castings. 

Mr.  Hoey  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views ; 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Benev¬ 
olent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  the  Firemen’s  Association ;  and 
his  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Mr.  Hoey  was  married  (first)  to  Katheryn 
Riley,  on  June  22,  1888;  she  died  in  1893,  leaving 
two  sons:  Joseph  M.  and  Charles  J.  Hoey.  Mr. 
Hoey  was  married  (second),  October  9,  1898,  to 
Esther  Donnelly,  who  is  the  mother  of  a  daughter, 
Ruth  Hoey.  Mr.  Hoey’s  business  address  is  Kit¬ 
tanning,  Pennsylvania. 


HOWARD  BROWNLEE  SMILEY— En¬ 
gaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Sharon,  Howard 
Brownlee  Smiley  is  well  known  in  the  bar  of  Mer¬ 
cer  County,  and  he  is  numbered  among  the  most 
potentially  able  lawyers  of  the  city  and  county. 
Though  a  young  man,  he  has  progressed  rapidly, 
and  has  already  attained  a  high  place  in  the  esteem 
of  his  fellows.  Mr.  Smiley  has  an  established  place 
in  the  public,  social,  professional,  and  fraternal  life 
of  the  city  of  Sharon  and  Mercer  County,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  his  section 
of  the  State. 

Howard  Brownlee  Smiley  was  born  in  Canons- 
burg,  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  January 
6,  1892,  the  son  of  William  Brownlee  Smiley,  a 
United  Presbyterian  clergymen,  now  in  Rochester, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Margaret  (Fergus)  Smiley. 
After  he  had  gone  through  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  borough  Mr.  Smiley  attended  Jefferson 
Academy,  in  Canonsburg,  and  later  obtained  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Muskingum  Col¬ 
lege,  in  New  Concord,  Ohio,  and  then  took  his 
legal  course  in,  first,  Western  Reserve  University 
Law  School,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  finally  in  the 
Law  School  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1918  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Admitted  to  the  bar 


of  Mercer  County  soon  after  graduation,  Mr. 
Smiley  has  been  in  practice  in  Sharon  since  1919. 
Plis  clinetele  is  growing  rapidly,  and  his  practice 
is  becoming  highly  lucrative,  and  he  is  prominent 
tn  the  city  and  county  bars.  Mr.  Smiley,  also  in¬ 
terested  in  finance,  is  a  director  in  the  Dollar  Title 
&  Trust  Company  of  Sharon. 

Mr.  Smiley  is  a  Republican;  is  a  member  of  the 
Mercer  County  Bar  Association ;  of  the  Shenango 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  of  New  Castle 
Consistory,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite;  and 
the  Sharon  Kiwanis  Club.  Mr.  Smiley  is  un¬ 
married. 


HERBERT  AUGUSTUS  KELLY,  D.  D.  S. 

— His  popularity  as  a  dental  practitioner  in  Grove 
City  is  a  result  not  only  of  Dr.  Kelly’s  thorough 
training  in  his  profession,  but  of  the  studious  sys¬ 
tem  that  he  has  established  of  keeping  quite  up 
with  present-day  requirements  in  office  equipment 
and  methods.  He  has  few  successful  rivals  in 
skill  and  ability,  standing  as  he  does  with  the  fore¬ 
most  men  in  the  profession  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  best  standards.  He  is  a  son  of  Lewis  Ber¬ 
trand  Kelly,  a  farmer,  and  Caroline  (Foote)  Kelly, 
both  of  whom  reside  in  Wyoming  County,  New 
York. 

Dr.  Herbert  Augustus  Kelly  was  born  July  24, 
1886,  in  Wyoming  County,  where  he  attended  the 
Perry  High  School,  afterwards  graduating  from 
Pittsburgh  University  Dental  School,  in  1907,  with 
his  degree  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery.  He  has  been 
established  as  a  dental  practitioner  since  that  date 
in  Grove  City.  Dr.  Kelly  is  a  Republican  in  polit¬ 
ical  matters,  and  his  vote  and  influence  are  ex¬ 
erted  in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  that  party.  His 
fraternal  affiliations  are  those  of  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite  of  the  thirty-second  degree,  and  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Odontological  Society  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  ;  and  the  Grove  City  Country  Club,  and 
the  Grove  City  Commercial  Club.  His  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Herbert  Augustus  Kelly  married,  June  29, 
1910,  Julia  Clarice  Kennedy,  daughter  of  James  S. 
and  Julia  (Bower)  Kennedy,  both  of  whom  are 
now  deceased ;  and  they  are  the  parents  of :  James 
Herbert,  born  in  1911 ;  Julia  Caroline,  born  in 
1913;  Martha  Elizabeth,  born  in  1915;  Pauline 
Kennedy,  born  in  1919. 
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EDWIN  GAIL  HAMILTON,  M.  D,— Among 
the  younger  professional  men  of  promise  in  War¬ 
ren,  Pennsylvania,  and  its  vicinity,  is  Dr.  Edwin 
Gail  Hamilton,  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine  in  that  city  since  1922.  He  is  a 
son  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Hamilton,  a  native  of  Lawrence 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  practising  physician 
in  Warren,  and  Sophia  (Lightner)  Hamilton,  a 
native  of  Mercer  County. 

Edwin  Gail  Hamilton  was  born  in  Clarendon, 
Pennsylvania,  December  25,  1893.  After  attend¬ 
ing  the  public  schools  and  Warren  High  School 
he  entered  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and 
graduated  from  the  medical  school  in  the  class  of 
1919  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He 
served  three  years  as  interne  and  assistant  surgeon 
in  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Hospital  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  and  in  1922  took  up  the  practice  of  medi¬ 
cine  in  Warren,  where  he  is  a  member  of  the  staff 
of  the  Warren  General  Hospital.  Dr.  Hamilton 
is  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical 
Society  and  the  Sigma  Chi  college  fraternity,  and 
he  belongs  locally  to  the  Conewango  Club,  the 
Conewango  Valley  Country  Club,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
and  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  unmarried. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  THOMPSON— 

The  long  period  of  fifty-five  years  in  which  George 
Washington  Thompson  has  been  engaged  in  oil 
production  in  this  State  is  that  of  a  veteran  in  that 
or  any  other  industry,  and  one  indeed  that  has  but 
few  equals  for  continuous  association  with  the  oil 
interests.  The  statement  is  equivalent  to  saying 
that  Mr.  Thompson  was  a  lifelong  and  most  valued 
factor  during  the  first  of  the  activities  and  those 
immediately  following  in  oil  production  and  dis¬ 
tribution  ;  and  his  personal  work  therein  is  part 
of  the  history  of  the  beginning  and  the  continued 
prosperity  of  the  great  enterprise.  He  is  a  son  of 
Elias  Green  Thompson,  a  lieutenant  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  who  died 
in  1856,  and  of  Lucia  (Rogers)  Thompson. 

George  Washington  Thompson  was  born  May  20, 
1841,  at  Newport,  in  Herkimer  County,  New  York, 
where  he  attended  the  district  schools ;  and  he 
afterwards  attended  Whitestown  Seminary,  at 
Whitestown,  now  known  as  Whitesboro,  in  Oneida 
County,  New  York.  At  first  he  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  meat  business,  and  he  was  engaged 
therein  until  the  fall  of  1865,  a  period  of  sixteen 


years,  in  New  York  State,  when  he  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  oil-producing  industry.  These  were 
pioneer  days  of  the  business  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
Mr.  Thompson  invested  in  fields  in  Tidioute,  where 
he  successfully  continued  for  some  time.  Remov¬ 
ing  to  McKean  County,  he  became  one  of  the  chief 
producers  in  the  noted  Bradford  fields ;  and  he  also 
had  holdings  in  Allegany  County,  New  York.  In 
1889  he  established  himself  as  an  operator  of  the 
oil  fields  at  Tiona  and  in  the  Clarendon  fields, 
and  with  his  business  interests  in  those  sections  he 
has  continued  his  residence  in  Warren  since  1889. 
During  a  considerable  period  a  very  large  operator, 
and  with  the  record  of  having  drilled  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  wells,  he  retired  from  active  life 
in  1920,  and  while  he  still  has  some  oil  property, 
he  has  disposed  of  most  of  his  interests.  In  polit¬ 
ical  matters  he  is  a  Republican-Prohibitionist. 
Mr.  TTiompson  is  one  of  the  older  and  highly  re¬ 
spected  residents  of  Warren,  and  with  his  family 
he  resides  at  No.  412  Fourth  Avenue;  and  he  is 
a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  board  of  deacons  of  that 
church  since  1893. 

George  Washington  Thompson  married,  October 
3,  1866,  in  Union  City,  Delphine  Electa  Todd,  who 
was  born  in  1849,  in  New  York  State,  daughter  of 
Ora  Bela  and  Lorinda  (Wolcott)  Todd.  They  are 
the  parents  of  three  children :  1.  Addie  Delphine, 
who  resides  with  her  parents,  and  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  Warren  Research  Club,  a  literary 
organization  in  whose  work  she  takes  an  active 
part.  2.  Merle  Alonzo,  who  resides  in  Detroit, 
Michigan,  and  who  married  Kathryn  Beatrice  Wil¬ 
son.  3.  Eva  Mae,  who  died  October  12,  1905,  at 
twenty-nine  years  of  age. 


WILLIAM  A.  McGREGOR,  of  Bradford,  is 
inventor  and  manufacturer  of  a  device  known  prac¬ 
tically  everywhere  in  the  great  oil  fields  of  the 
world,  the  McGregor  Working  Barrel,  manufac¬ 
tured  by  the  McGregor  Working  Barrel  Com¬ 
pany,  at  No.  106  Elm  Street,  Bradford. 

Mr.  McGregor  was  born  in  Crawford  County, 
Pennsylvania,  November  18,  1873,  son  of  Philip 
and  Elizabeth  (Wright)  McGregor.  His  father,  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  was  born  December  8, 
1844,  and  died  May1  24,  1900.  He  was  a  volunteer 
in  Company  I,  -  Infantry,  a  New  York  regi¬ 

ment,  during  the  Civil  War,  and  was  twice 
wounded  in  battle.  After  the  war  he  located  at 
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Pithole,  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  when  oil 
in  that  section  was  first  struck.  As  owner  of 
three  teams  he  did  a  great  deal  of  hauling  of  oil 
from  Pithole,  to  Titusville.  He  spent  his  last 
days  at  Pleasantville,  Venango  County,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-four. 

William  A.  McGregor  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Crawford  and  Venango  coun¬ 
ties,  and  also  a  complete  course  with  the  Scranton 
Correspondence  Schools.  His  active  career  has 
been  spent  in  the  oil  district,  and  his  experience  in 
the  practical  phases  of  oil  field  operation  stimu¬ 
lated  his  inventive  genius  in  devising  several  prod¬ 
ucts  that  have  facilitated  the  mechanical  proc¬ 
esses  involved  in  bringing  oil  to  the  surface.  The 
most  important  of  these  is  the  McGregor  Working 
Barrel,  which  he  invented  some  twenty  years  ago  ; 
his  latest  invention  was  patented  in  1919.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  the  McGregor  Working  Barrels  have  been 
manufactured,  sold  and  put  in  operation  in  prac¬ 
tically  all  the  great  oil  fields  of  this  country  and 
abroad.  The  barrrels  were  manufactured  in  a 
foundry  at  Bradford  for  several  years,  until  in 
1910,  a  special  factory  was  designed  and  erected  at 
Bradford.  This  is  a  modern  factory  building,  and 
in  1913  the  company  was  incorporated  with  Mr. 
McGregor  as  president,  manager  and  treasurer ; 
Mrs.  McGregor,  vice-president,  and  F.  W.  Calkins, 
secretary. 

Mr.  McGregor  owns  one  of  the  fine  homes  of 
Bradford,  which  he  built  in  1915,  at  No.  280  Con¬ 
gress  Street.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Oil  Men’s 
Club;  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose;  belongs  to  the 
Uniform  Rank,  Knights  of  Pythias ;  and  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  pol¬ 
itics  he  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  McGregor  married,  in  1897,  Emma  F. 
Brown,  daughter  of  Barney  Brown. 


STANLEY  M.  WRAY— For  an  unbroken 
quarter  of  a  century  “The  Advance,”  Leechburg’s 
newspaper,  has  been  owned  and  edited  by  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  family,  Stanley  M.  Wray  now  occupy¬ 
ing  the  office  which  his  father  had  filled  for  nearly 
twenty  years.  For  fifty-three  years  this  paper  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  the  life  of  the  town, 
passing  through  various  hands,  changing  its  name 
several  times,  and  appearing  in  different  forms  and 
sizes,  but  never  suspending  publication,  while  other 
journalistic  attempts,  so-called  “fly-by-nights,” 
had  but  a  short  existence. 


Stanley  M.  Wray  was  born  in  Kansas  City,  Mis¬ 
souri,  on  January  9,  1893,  son  of  Hiram  H.  and 
Alice  M.  (Harrison)  Wray.  He  was  educated  at 
the  Leechburg  High  School,  and  graduated  from 
Gettysburg  College  in  1916,  taking  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science.  He  returned  to  Leechburg 
and  was  associated  with  his  father  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Advance  Printing  Company,  which  his 
father  had  bought  in  January,  1901,  succeeding  to 
ownership  upon  his  father’s  death,  which  occurred 
on  March  2,  1919.  The  first  number  of  the  paper 
made  its  appearance  in  February,  1873,  and  one  of 
these  original  copies  is  kept  in  the  files  of  “The 
Leechburg  Advance.”  H.  H.  Wray  was  its  sec¬ 
ond  editor;  he  bought  the  enterprise  in  1875,  but 
sold  it  five  years  later.  It  was  then  published 
monthly.  After  a  lapse  of  twenty-one  years,  he 
became  its  proprietor  and  editor  and  devoted  the 
remainder  of  his  life  to  its  development  and  the 
building  up  of  the  printing  company  connected 
with  it.  Four  modern  presses  have  been  installed, 
and  under  the  guidance  and  enterprise  of  Stanley 
M.  Wray,  the  paper  now  consists  of  eight  pages, 
six  columns  to  a  page.  Its  circulation  of  more 
than  2,000  copies  covers  a  radius  of  many  miles. 
Mr.  Wray  was  also  appointed  by  President  Hard¬ 
ing  as  postmaster  on  January  19,  1923,  to  succeed 
J.  B.  Parks,  and  he  is  active  in  the  various  civic 
organizations  which  have  for  their  object  the  bet¬ 
terment  and  further  development  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Wray  is  identified  with  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  577,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which 
order  he  holds  the  thirty-second  degree,  and  of 
Syria  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  belongs  to  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  the  Rotary  Club,  of  Leechburg,  the 
Americus  Club,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Hill  Crest 
Country  Club. 

In  1919  Stanley  M.  Wray  married  Pauline  Orr, 
of  Leechburg,  daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  D.  and 
Belle  (McFarland)  Orr.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wray 
have  one  son,  Joseph  Harrison,  who  was  born  on 
September  30,  1921.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Wray  is  a 
trustee. 


FRANK  MARSHALL  BLEAKNEY,  M.  D. 

— The  name  of  Bleakney  has  rendered  an  honored 
service  to  the  medical  profession  in  Pennsylvania, 


PENNSYLVANIA— A  HISTORY 


491 


Dr.  Frank  Marshall  Bleakney  continuing  in  his 
successful  practice  at  Grove  City  that  excellent 
precept  established  by  his  father,  many  years  a 
practitioner  at  Worthville.  Dr.  Bleakney  has  a 
well-won  prominence  in  the  State  and  County  Med¬ 
ical  associations  for  his  attainments  in  medical 
science,  and  an  appreciative  public  has  long 
recognized  the  worth  and  standing  of  the  devoted 
physician,  skilled  and  thorough.  He  is  the  son  of 
Dr.  Samuel  McCartney  Bleakney,  forty-seven 
years  a  general  practitioner  in  Jefferson  County, 
and  Jane  (Marshall)  Bleakney. 

Dr.  Frank  Marshall  Bleakney  was  born  in 
Worthville,  Jefferson  County,  and  after  attending 
Belleview  Academy,  he  graduated  from  Grove 
City  College  with  the  class  of  1897,  with  his  Bach¬ 
elor  and  Master’s  degrees.  His  professional  studies 
were  made  in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  where  he 
graduated  in  1900  with  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  Dr.  Bleakney  practiced  one  year  in  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri,  and  returning  to  his  boyhood 
home,  Worthville,  he  there  joined  in  practice  with 
his  father,  so  continuing  to  1908.  In  that  year  he 
removed  to  Grove  City,  where  he  engages  in  gen¬ 
eral  practice,  and  where  he  is  surgeon  for  the  Bes¬ 
semer  Railroad.  He  is  a  Republican,  his  vote  and 
influence  being  exerted  in  favor  of  the  principles 
of  that  party. 

Dr.  Bleakney’s  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Ancient  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  of  the  thirty-second  degree,  the 
Knights  Templar  Commandery,  and  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows ;  and  the  Pro¬ 
tected  Home  Circle;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Medical  Association;  the  Pennsylvania 
Medical  Society;  Mercer  County  Medical  Society; 
and  Commercial,  Country,  Craftsman,  Grove  City, 
and  Shrine  clubs.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  Frank  Marshall  Bleakney  married,  April  2, 
1903,  in  Grove  City,  Florence  Josephine  Kennedy, 
daughter  of  James  Stevenson  and  Julia  (Bower) 
Kennedy. 


DONALD  H.  MATTHEWS,  D.  D.  S.— 

Educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the  high  school 
of  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  the  class  of  1922,  with  the  degree  of  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Dental  Surgery,  Donald  H.  Matthews  is  a 


rising  young  dentist  of  Johnstown.  He  was  born 
in  Johnstown  July  14,  1898,  a  son  of  C.  A.  and 
Mary  L.  (Hamilton)  Matthews,  both  living.  Dr. 
Matthews  began  the  practice  of  dentistry'  with  his 
father  in  Johnstown  in  1922,  and  conducts  a  gen¬ 
eral  practice  of  dentistry.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Johnstown  Study  Club,  a  member  of  the  American 
Dental  Association,  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Dental  Association,  and  of  the  Odontological 
Society  of  Pennsylvania.  He  is  secretary  of  the 
Johnstown  Study  Club.  In  Masonry  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  all  bodies,  including  the  thirty-second  de¬ 
gree  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  he 
is  a  member  of  Jaffa  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  Altoona. 
His  college  fraternity^  is  the  Psi  Omega,  and  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion.  Dr.  Matthew’s  hobby  is  fishing  and  hunting. 

Dr.  Matthews  married,  on  December  1,  1919, 
Miriam  Cassel,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Donald  H.,  Jr.,  and  George  C. 


JAMES  HENRY  COURTNEY,  although 
young  in  his  professison  of  the  law,  is  looked  upon 
as  a  coming  man  in  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania.  And 
he  is  popular  socially  and  in  other  circles.  He  was 
born  in  Oil  City  December  27,  1894,  the  son  of 
James  D.  and  Marie  (Besonsan)  Courtney,  his 
father  being  a  gauger.  His  early  education  was 
obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place. 
After  his  graduation  from  the  Oil  City  High 
School  Mr.  Courtney  entered  the  Dickinson  School 
of  Law,  from  which  he  was  duly  graduated.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1916,  and  began  the 
practice  of  law  in  Oil  City.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Venango  County 
Bar  Association,  and  of  the  Oil  City  Lawyers’  Club. 
In  religion  he  belongs  to  St.  Joseph’s  Catholic 
Church. 


GEORGE  N.  THESSEN— The  Thessen  fam¬ 
ily  is  one  of  the  old  and  well-known  families  of 
the  city  of  Bradford.  Its  members  have  been  ac¬ 
tive  in  business  there  for  over  forty  years.  George 
N.  Thessen,  an  oil  operator,  is  a  member  of  Thes¬ 
sen  Brothers,  contractors  and  producers;  one  of 
the  very  successful  organizations  of  the  kind  in 
Western  Pennsylvania. 

George  N.  Thessen  was  born  in  Butler  County, 
Pennsylvania,  April  6,  1878,  son  of  Matthias  Thes¬ 
sen,  Jr.,  and  grandson  of  Matthias  Thessen.  His 
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grandfather  spent  his  active  life  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  and  was  a  mechanic  by  trade.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  His  children  were: 
Mary  Heinbockel,  Elizabeth  Kirchgesner,  Agnes 
Kittler,  Minnie  Wagner,  Barbara  Bitterman,  Peter 
and  Matthias,  Jr. 

Matthias  Thessen,  Jr.,  was  born  May  8,  1849,  at 
Buffalo,  New  York,  and  as  a  youth  after  getting 
his  education  in  elementary  schools  learned  the 
butcher’s  trade.  He  was  a  butcher  when  he  lo¬ 
cated  and  engaged  in  business  at  Titusville  and 
later  at  Butler.  In  1884  he  moved  his  family  to 
Bradford  and  opened  a  meat  market,  a  business 
that  for  forty  years  has  supplied  some  of  the  es¬ 
sentials  of  life  to  the  community  of  Bradford. 
The  Thessen  market  at  No.  402  East  Main  Street, 
is  still  a  flourishing  business.  Matthias  Thessen  was 
more  or  less  active  in  the  management  of  this 
business  until  his  death  on  January  8,  1924,  in  his 
seventy-fifth  year.  He  was  a  good  business  man, 
had  a  host  of  personal  friends,  and  was  everywhere 
known  for  his  integrity  and  liberality.  In  1870 
he  married  Elizabeth  Myers,  daughter  of  Frank 
Myers.  She  still  occupies  the  old  home  at  Brad¬ 
ford,  where  she  has  been  a  member  of  East  End 
Presbyterian  Church  for  the  past  thirty  years. 
Their  marriage  resulted  in  seven  children :  William 
J.,  who  continues  the  Thessen  market  at  Bradford ; 
Matthias  W.,  an  oil  producer  at  Bradford ;  Emma, 
the  wife  of  J.  Edward  Shaw,  an  oil  producer; 
George  N.,  of  whom  further;  Mayme  E.,  at  home; 
Edward,  a  drilling  contractor  in  the  oil  field  at 
Bowling  Green,  Kentucky;  and  Miss  Jessie  M.,  at 
home 

George  N.  Thessen,  who  has  never  married  and 
lives  at  home  with  his  mother,  was  about  five 
years  of  age  when  brought  to  Bradford.  He  grew 
up  there,  attended  the  public  schools,  and  as  a 
youth  learned  the  butcher’s  trade  with  his  father. 
He  also  became  associated  with  ’his  brother  Mat¬ 
thias  in  the  oil  industry,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
they  have  operated  as  Thessen  Brothers,  contractors 
and  producers.  They  are  owners  of  twelve  pro¬ 
ducing  wells,  and  they  are  constantly  adding  to 
their  facilities. 


ARTHUR  SMITH — A  pioneer  among  the 
prosperous  property  owners  in  the  oil-producing 
districts  of  the  State,  and  associated  with  the  oil 
industry  in  the  Clarendon  district  for  many  years, 
Arthur  Smith  is  a  substantial  builder  of  the  business 


interests  of  this  township,  wherein  he  also  holds 
office,  and  is  a  leader  in  many  of  the  affairs  of 
civic,  business,  and  social  life.  Well  known  also 
as  an  agriculturist  and  a  dairy  farmer,  Mr.  Smith 
has  established  himself  in  this  specialty,  his  thor¬ 
ough-going  and  reliable  worth  being  an  accepted 
byword  in  this  section  of  the  State  He  is  a  son 
of  William  R.  Smith,  who  for  two  years  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  and  removing  from  New 
England  to  Warren  County,  was  a  pioneer  farmer 
there,  and  of  Ruhama  (Raymond)  Smith. 

Arthur  Smith  was  born  May  19,  1855,  in  Co¬ 
lumbus  Township,  Warren  County,  where  he  at¬ 
tended  the  common  schools,  and  where,  as  a  young 
man,  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  1876  he  removed 
to  Tidioute,  where  he  remained  five  years,  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  teaming  business,  and  then,  for  twenty 
years,  during  the  earlier  part  of  his  residence  in 
Clarendon,  he  engaged  in  the  same  occupation,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  oil  excitement  he  purchased  the 
Grace  farm  of  fifty  acres.  He  is  now  an  oil  pro¬ 
ducer  in  the  Glade  district,  as  well  as  on  the  prop¬ 
erty  where  he  resides,  and  he  also  conducts  his 
dairy  farm.  In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republi¬ 
can.  In  civic  affairs  he  has  served  as  councilman 
of  the  borough. 

Arthur  Smith  married,  March  19,  1879,  Elizabeth 
Shanti,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 
daughter  of  James  and  Bridget  (Gleason)  Shanti, 
and  their  children  are:  1.  Earl,  an  oil  producer 
at  Clarendon,  who  married  Sadie  Messersmith,  and 
whose  children  are :  Violet  Louise  and  Arthur 
Clayton.  2.  Cora  May,  who  married  Archie  Blow¬ 
ers,  and  they  reside  at  Morrison  Run.  The  family 
attends  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


MARTIN  R.  WHOLEBEN— The  Chief  of 
Police  of  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  discovered  his 
latent  abilities  after  a  life  of  experience  in  several 
vastly  different  lines  of  endeavor.  He  was  born 
in  Olean,  New  York,  October  29,  1883,  the  son  of 
Martin  and  Margaret  (McSherry)  Wholeben. 
The  father  worked  as  a  laborer ;  the  mother,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ireland,  died  in  1893. 

Martin  R.  Wholeben  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  and  also  took  a  course 
in  the  Smith  Business  College.  Upon  its  comple¬ 
tion  he  worked  for  nine  years  as  a  finisher  in  the 
furniture  business.  He  ended  with  having  charge 
of  the  finishing  department  of  the  Warren  Chair 
Company.  He  next  accepted  employment  with  the 
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Warren  Street  Railway  Company,  and  the  James¬ 
town  and  Warren  Street  Railway  Company,  where 
he  remained  for  five  years.  He  resigned  in  1912 
and  entered  the  Warren  Police  Department  as  a  pa¬ 
trolman.  He  has  been  Chief  of  Police  since  1919. 
His  pastimes  are  baseball,  football,  and  fishing. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks. 

Chief  Wholeben  was  married,  in  1905,  to  Parepa 
Coppenhoeser,  a  native  of  Warren,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  George  Frederick  Wholeben. 


FRED  D.  ROSS  is  a  prominent  contractor  of 
Bradford,  and  he  is  noted  for  his  important  works 
on  State  highways,  bridges,  pipe  lines  and  railroad 
contracting.  He  is  an  active  citizen  of  Bradford, 
and  is  a  World’  War  veteran. 

Fred  D.  Ross  was  born  in  Italy,  August  30,  1885, 
the  son  of  Carmon  and  Christina  Ross,  a  native 
of  Italy,  who  brought  his  six  children  and  his  wife 
to  the  United  States  in  1891,  settling  in  Bradford, 
where,  after  many  years  of  employment  as  a  rail¬ 
road  man  and  chemical  plant  worker  he  died  on 
December  14,  1915,  a  few  months  after  his  first 
son,  Patsy  D.,  who  had  been  associated  with  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Traction  Company  as  assist¬ 
ant  superintendent,  died  in  September,  1914,  age 
thirty-three  years.  Besides  the  two  named,  there 
were  four  other  children :  Donetta,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-nine  years  ;  Frank  D. ;  Theressa  ; 
and  John. 

Fred  D.  Ross  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Italy,  which  he  attended  up  to  the  time  of  his 
emigration  to  the  United  States,  and  came  at  once 
to  Bradford  in  October,  1901.  He  was  employed 
in  the  glass  factory  in  Bradford  for  six  months, 
and  then  worked  with  his  brother,  Patsy  D.,  for 
more  than  four  years.  Eventually  he  entered  busi¬ 
ness  in  1914  as  a  general  contractor,  and  became 
extraordinarily  successful  in  public  work.  In 
1925  he  incorporated  his  business  under  the  name 
of  Fred  D.  Ross,  Inc.,  general  contractors.  He!  is 
a  Republican,  and  was  naturalized  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  in  Smethport,  McKean  County  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  1910.  During  the  World  War  he  was 
with  Company  M,  3d  Regiment,  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  Guard,  and  was  in  camp  at  Mount 
Gretna,  Pennsylvania.  He  attends  the  Catholic 
Church  in  Bradford. 

Mr.  Ross  married  Tena  Olvino,  daughter  of 
Gabrire  and  Mary  Louise  Olvino,  in  Bradford,  De¬ 


cember  4,  1911,  and  there  are  three  children: 
Marie;  Gabrire;  and  Christina.  The  Ross  family 
resides  at  No.  74  High  Street,  in  Bradford. 


JAMES  P.  CLARK  has  for  many  years  been 
well  known  in  industrial  circles  in  the  city  of 
Bradford,  where  he  is  factory  superintendent  and 
engineer  for  the  S.  R.  Dresser  Manufacturing 
Company.  He  was  born  in  Rochester,  New  York, 
February  20,  1870,  son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  Clark. 
His  father  spent  most  of  his  life  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  but  made  a  record  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  Army  during  the  Civil  War. 

James  P.  Clark  received  the  advantages  of  a 
good  home  training,  attended  public  schools  until 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  afterwards  by  experience 
and  home  study,  completed  a  course  in  engineer¬ 
ing.  A  natural  aptitude  for  mechanics  has  been 
combined  with  ability  and  leadership  among  men, 
so  that  he  has  been  well  qualified  for  executive 
duties.  From  1900  to  1906,  he  was  with  the  boiler 
department  of  the  Bovaird  &  Seyfang  Company. 
Since  1906  he  has  been  with  the  S.  R.  Dresser 
Manufacturing  Company  at  Bradford,  and  in  his 
capacity  as  superintendent  and  engineer  settles  all 
problems  arising  in  the  operation  of  the  factory. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a  Republican  voter,  and  fraternally 
is  affiliated  with  Union  Lodge,  No.  334,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons ;  Bradford  Chapter,  No.  260, 
Royal  Arch  Masons ;  Bradford  Council,  No.  43, 
Royal  and  Select  Masters;  Trinity  Commandery, 
No.  58,  Knights  Templar,  and  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Bradford  Club. 

He  married,  January  6,  1893,  Bertha  Carver, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Caroline  Carver.  They 
have  a  family  of  five  children :  Harry  A.,  Joseph 
F.,  William  O.,  Frederick,  and  Bertha  Clark. 


GEORGE  S.  THOMAS — Both  the  mines  and 
and  the  oil  fields  of  Pennsylvania  consecutively, 
have  possessed  their  attraction  for  Mr.  Thomas  in 
the  progress  of  his  career ;  his  later  success  in  the 
oil-producing  interests  have  been  brought  about 
through  his  careful  and  continued  study  of  lo¬ 
calities  and  conditions,  and  after  a  practical  course 
given  to  learning  the  business  as  a  worker  in  the 
field  itself. 

Throughout  his  life  Mr.  Thomas  has  performed 
his  full  share  in  industry,  his  work  as  a  boy  in 
the  mines  having  laid  the  foundations  for  an  en¬ 
ergetic  and  steady-going  future  in  the  lines  that 
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he  has  so  well  directed  at  Bradford  and  elsewhere. 
His  immediate  ancestors  have  all  been  people  of 
wide-awake  industrial  interests.  His  grandfather, 
who  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1804,  came  to  the 
United  States  on  a  sailing  vessel  in  1834,  and 
eventually  settled  in  Cambria  County,  where  he 
is  reckoned  as  a  pioneer,  and  where  he  cleared  land 
and  followed  farming.  At  that  period  deer  and 
other  large  game  were  exceedingly  plentiful 
throughout  the  region,  and  the  grandfather,  who 
was  a  hunter  as  well  as  a  farmer,  was  wont  to 
relate  to  his  children  most  interesting  experiences 
concerning  his  early  life  here.  His  son,  Philip 
Thomas,  was  also  a  Cambria  County  farmer  for 
a  while,  but  later  in  life  pursued  other  lines  of  oc¬ 
cupation.  He  married  Sarah  Noel,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  a  son,  George  S.  Thomas,  of  whom 
further. 

George  S.  Thomas,  son  of  Philip  and  Sarah 
(Noel)  Thomas,  an  oil  producer  at  Bradford,  was 
born  December  18,  1866,  in  Cambria  County,  where 
he  attended  the  public  schools,  afterwards  being 
employed  on  his  father’s  farm  until  ha  was  thir¬ 
teen  years  of  age.  He  then  became  a  trapper  boy 
in  the  mines,  and  at  sixteen  years  of  age  was  driv¬ 
ing  mules  and  receiving  $4  a  day,  which  was  con¬ 
sidered  good  wages  in  those  days  at  that  calling. 
He  kept  on  in  the  mines  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Bradford,  and  be¬ 
came  an  oil  worker.  On  October  14,  1896,  he  first 
engaged  in  producing  oil  at  Otto  Township,  Mc¬ 
Kean  County,  and  to-day  he  has  valuable  holdings 
in  the  Bradford  fields,  the  production  being  lo¬ 
cated  near  Duke  Center.  Mr.  Thomas’  fraternal 
affiliations  are  those  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and 
the  Oil  Men’s  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat, 
but  has  never  aspired  to  public  office. 

George  S.  Thomas  married,  January  25,  1887, 
Mary  Frances  Duggan,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Bridget  (Murphy)  Duggan. 


EDWIN  T.  ENGLEHART,  one  of  the  self- 
made  men  of  Ebensburg,  is  a  native  of  the  town, 
born  December  21,  1888.  His  late  father,  Harry  A. 
Englehart,  was  for  several  years  postmaster  of 
Ebensburg.  The  latter’s  wife,  and  mother  of  E. 
T.  Englehart,  nee  Julia  Bertram,  is  now  living  in 
Ebensburg.  The  son  passed  through  the  schools 
of  Ebensburg,  including  the  high  school,  and  pur¬ 
sued  a  business  course  at  a  business  college'  in  Al¬ 


toona.  He  began  his  business  career  as  stenog¬ 
rapher  in  the  service  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company,  with  which  he  continued  until  1920.  In 
1917  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  the  21st  Engi¬ 
neers,  United  States  Army,  and  served  overseas 
one  and  one-half  years,  participating  in  the  St. 
Mihiel  and  Meuse-Argonne  offensives,  and  was 
discharged  in  1919.  In  April,  1920,  he  located  at 
Barnesboro  and  established  a  garage,  which  he 
conducted  two  years,  then  becoming  treasurer  of 
the  Ebensburg  Buick  Company,  which  was  incor¬ 
porated  in  1923,  with  his  brother  as  president.  A 
sound  Republican  in  principle,  Mr.  Englehart  has 
preferred  business  as  an  occupation  and  has  not 
sought  any  public  honors.  He  is  affiliated  with 
fraternal  and  benevolent  organizations,  among 
which  may  be  mentionel  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks,  Loyal  Order  of  Moose,  and 
the  American  Legion. 

Mr.  Englehart  was  married,  in  Ebensburg  in 
1920,  to  Genevieve  Conley,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  son,  Edwin  T.  Englehart,  Jr. 


OTTO  J.  LINDHOME — Swedish  ancestry 
belongs  to  Otto  J.  Lindhome,  of  Kane,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  his  forebears  made  their  home  at  Ore- 
bro,  Sweden,  center  of  the  mining  district  west  of 
Stockholm,  and  the  city  where  Lutheranism 
was  proclaimed  as  the  religion  of  the  land. 
The  family  was  agricultural,  and  his  grand¬ 
parents  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
His  grandfather,  Lars,  died  at  sixty,  but 
his)  grandmother,  Christina,  lived  to  be  more 
than  eighty.  Their  children  were:  1.  Nils, 
a  shoemaker,  who  died  in  Orebro,  and  the  father 
of  Oscar,  who  died  in  Buffalo;  Theodore  was  a 
farmer,  and  died  in  Kane,  Pennsylvania ;  Carl,  who 
died  in  Kane,  Pennsylvania;  and  a  daughter.  2. 
Louisa,  who  died  unmarried  in  Stockholm, 
Sweden.  3.  Christina,  who  died  in  Stockholm; 
married  and  left  a  daughter,  Amanda.  4.  Maria, 
died  in  Stockholm,  unmarried.  5.  Gustaf. 

(II)  Gustaf  Lindhome,  son  of  Lars  Lindhome, 
was  born  in  Orebro,  Sweden,  October  26,  1826,  and 
died  in  Kane,  Pennsylvania,  October  6,  1910.  He 
obtained  a  good  education  in  the  Swedish  schools, 
and  became  a  tailor,  having  his  own  store.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  in  October,  1866,  bring¬ 
ing  his  wife,  two  sons  and  daughter.  They  went 
to  Brooklyn,  New  York,  to  live,  where  he  was 
successful  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  July  1. 
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1867.  He  moved  to  Kane,  and  opened  the  first 
merchant  tailoring  shop  in  Kane  the  same  year. 
He  purchased  a  farm  four  miles  from  Kane  on 
the  Big  Level  part  of  the  old  Castlebrook  farm. 
He  was  the  first  Swedish  settler  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  to  own  his  land,  taking  title  April  3,  1868. 
He  prospered  both  in  his  tailoring  business  and 
as  a  farmer,  and  was  active  until  his  death.  He 
was  president  of  the  first  Lutheran  congregation 
organized  in  Kane,  and  ever  an  active  member. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  politics.  Mr.  Lindhome 
married,  in  Sweden,  Johanna  Gellerts,  born  in  Ore- 
bro,  June  3,  1832,  who  survived  him  two  years, 
dying  in  1912.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Anders 
Gellerts,  born  near  Orebro,  a  land  owner,  and  a 
member  of  the  lower  house  of  the  Swedish  law¬ 
making  body.  He  died  at  fifty-two. 

(Ill)  Otto  J.  Lindhome  was  the  second  son  of 
Gustaf  and  Johanna  Lindhome,  and  was  born  in 
Askersund,  Sweden,  August  17,  1858.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  schools  of  the  community  until  his  par¬ 
ents  came  to  the  United  States.  He  finished  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Kane, 
Pennsylvania,  learned  the  bridge  builders’  trade 
and  became  highly  skilled  in  that  department  of 
constructive  work.  He  was  employed  on  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Allegheny  Valley  and  the  Wabash  rail¬ 
roads.  In  these  active  years  he  took  a  course  in 
Rochester  University,  New  York  State,  and  com¬ 
pleted  it  in  1884.  From  that  year  until  1892  he  was 
employed  at  bridge  construction  on  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad.  In  1892  he  was  appointed  master 
mechanic  for  the  B.  N.  McCoy  Window  Glass 
Company  at  Kane,  continuing  with  that  concern 
until  it  was  sold  to  the  American  Window  Glass 
Company.  The  new  owners  retained  his  services 
and  he  became  superintendent  of  the  Kane  plant, 
known  as  Factory  No.  5.  He  was  successful 
financially  also,  and  is  interested  in  several  enter¬ 
prises  in  Kane.  He  is  independent  in  politics,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen. 

Mr.  Lindhome  was  married,  December  28,  1892, 
at  Jamestown,  New  York,  to  Tekla  Amanda  Lind- 
gren,  born  in  Holland,  Sweden,  November  30,  1865; 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Ridgway,  Penn¬ 


sylvania.  She  is  the  youngest  daughter  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Lindgren,  born  1843,  in  Sweden,  a  carpenter. 
He  migrated  to  the  United  States  several  years 
after  his  marriage  and  settled  in  Ridgway,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  followed  his  trade  until  his 
death  in  1905.  His  wife,  Ingerlin,  born  in  Sweden, 
died  in  Kane,  January  12,  1908.  Mr.  Lindhome 
continues  to  act  as  superintendent  of  Factory  No. 
5.  His  home  is  at  No.  21  x  Clay  Street,  where  he 
is  happy  in  his  surroundings.  He  is  a  modern, 
up-to-date,  energetic  business  man,  and  stands  high 
among  his  associates. 


CLYDE  GLEN  KELTS,  scion  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  is  one 
of  the  best  known  and  most  successful  laundry 
plant  proprietors  in  McKean  County.  Mr.  Kelts 
is  a  prominent  clubman  and  a  World  War  veteran. 

Clyde  Glen  Kelts  was  born  in  Kane,  December 
13,  1883,  the  son  of  Otis  G.  Kelts,  for  many  years 
a  resident  of  Kane,  and  for  thirty  years  proprietor 
of  the  Kane  Steam  Laundry  Company,  which  his 
son  owns  to-day,  and  who  was  chief  of  the  Kane 
Fire  Department  until  his  death  in  1916,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six  years.  He  was  a  member  of  Kane 
Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  treasurer 
of  his  Masonic  lodge,  and  also  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks  of  Kane,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Kelts  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Kane,  and  from  school  entered  in  association  with 
his  father  in  the  laundry  business,  succeeding  to 
the  ownership  on  the  elder  Kelts’  death.  Clyde 
Glen  Kelts  enlisted  in  the  Pennsylvania  National 
Guard  on  March  16,  1914,  being  assigned  to  the  old 
Company  E,  of  the  16th  Regiment.  During  the 
World  War  he  was  a  sergeant  and  was  assigned 
with  hte  company  to  its  post  at  Camp  Stewart,  El 
Paso,  Texas. 

Mr.  Kelts  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legion, 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  other 
organizations. 

He  married  Maud  E.  Nelson,  daughter  of  James 
Nelson,  a  native  of  Kane,  a  pioneer  lumber  mer¬ 
chant  at  Austin,  Pennsylvania,  and  later  in  Kane. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Ella  Louise. 
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Driscoll,  Edward  M.,  Rev.,  36 
Honora,  37 
Michael,  37 

Dunegan,  Howard  M.,  Dr.,  321 
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Earl  C.,  107 
Edward  N.,  430 
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Jacob  S.,  196 
Leslie  W.,  197 
Ford,  Clifford  A.,  196 
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Stanley  A.,  304,  305 
Gilpin,  Emily  R.,  260 
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Goodnough,  C.  Jay,  236 
Florence  E.,  237 
Lyndon  H.,  236 

Goodwin,  Andrew  W.,  Dr.,  199, 
200 

Andrew  W.,  Jr.,  200 
Clarissa  E.,  200 
Daniel  B.,  Hon.,  199 
Frank  B.,  200 
Ira  R.,  200 
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Cora  B.,  379 
David  R.,  377 
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Harold  D.,  342 
Hattie  E.,  342 
Hugh  V.,  342 
John,  339 
Lewis,  343 
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Frank  E.,  387 
Georgie  H.,  387 
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Heydrick,  Anna,  178 
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Olive  B.,  272 
Richard  H.,  270,  271 
Thomas,  Capt.,  193 
Holmes  (Hulme),  John,  16 
Nancy,  16 
Robert,  15 
Hooper,  Albert,  259 
Bella  F.,  258 
John,  258 
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Hyde,  Alvah,  401 
Edgar,  402 
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Mollie  C.,  447 
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Larimer,  Claude  F.,  414 
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Leard,  Chris.  K.,  370 
Florence  J.,  370 
William  H.,  370 
Lee,  Edward  R.,  397 
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